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NOAA DeterminationNOAA Determination

Puget Sound Steelhead Puget Sound Steelhead 
Listing Decision: Listing Decision: 

Not WarrantedNot Warranted



Agency Action:Agency Action:

Finalize SEPAFinalize SEPA



4 Phases to SEPA4 Phases to SEPA

Phase 1:Phase 1:
Notice of Intent and Preliminary ScopingNotice of Intent and Preliminary Scoping

The main elements of the proposal are described: The main elements of the proposal are described: 
LocationLocation
IntentIntent
Purpose or objectivesPurpose or objectives

Notice is circulated and 21 day comment period is Notice is circulated and 21 day comment period is 
posted.posted.



4 Phases to SEPA4 Phases to SEPA
Phase 2:Phase 2:
PostPost--ScopingScoping

Continues the analysis started in Phase 1: Continues the analysis started in Phase 1: 
Environmental issues Environmental issues 
Key players in the processKey players in the process
Analyzes relationships to other plansAnalyzes relationships to other plans
Records processRecords process

Public comment period is not requiredPublic comment period is not required



4 Phases to SEPA4 Phases to SEPA
Phase 3:Phase 3:

Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Continues the analysis started in Phase 2: Continues the analysis started in Phase 2: 
Impartial discussion of choices & impactsImpartial discussion of choices & impacts
Opportunity for the public & agency reviewOpportunity for the public & agency review
Opportunity to improve completeness & accuracy Opportunity to improve completeness & accuracy 
of informationof information

A 30A 30--day public comment period is postedday public comment period is posted



4 Phases to SEPA4 Phases to SEPA
Phase 4:Phase 4:

Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Based on feedback provided in Phase 3, the agency Based on feedback provided in Phase 3, the agency 
finalizes planning & analysis process. finalizes planning & analysis process. 

Final document will present all comments and Final document will present all comments and 

responses to the comments.responses to the comments.



SEPA SEPA –– Statewide PlanStatewide Plan

1.1. Finalize the DRAFT statewide steelhead planFinalize the DRAFT statewide steelhead plan
2.2. Release DRAFT alternatives to the statewide Release DRAFT alternatives to the statewide 

planplan
3.3. Write DRAFT EIS with public comment Write DRAFT EIS with public comment 

periodperiod
4.4. Finalize EIS on statewide planFinalize EIS on statewide plan
5.5. Fish & Wildlife Commission adoptionFish & Wildlife Commission adoption



SEPA SEPA –– PS Watershed PlansPS Watershed Plans

1.1. Finalize the DRAFT Stillaguamish/Snohomish Finalize the DRAFT Stillaguamish/Snohomish 
PlanPlan

2.2. Finalize the DRAFT Puget Sound watershed Finalize the DRAFT Puget Sound watershed 
plans with remaining tribesplans with remaining tribes

3.3. Finalize the Puget Sound (Volume 1) to the Finalize the Puget Sound (Volume 1) to the 
statewide steelhead planstatewide steelhead plan



PUGET SOUNDPUGET SOUND STEELHEADSTEELHEAD DPSDPS
PROPOSED FOR LISTING AS PROPOSED FOR LISTING AS 

THREATENEDTHREATENED

DPSDPS STATUS AND DESCRIPTION:STATUS AND DESCRIPTION:

On On Mar. 29, 2006Mar. 29, 2006, in response to a petition, NOAA Fisheries Service , in response to a petition, NOAA Fisheries Service 
annouannounced its proposal to list the DPS as "threatened" nced its proposal to list the DPS as "threatened" 

“A final determination, if one is warranted, should occur within“A final determination, if one is warranted, should occur within a year”a year”

TheThe DPS includes all naturally spawned anadromous winterDPS includes all naturally spawned anadromous winter--run and summerrun and summer--
run run O. mykissO. mykiss (steelhead) populations, in streams in the river basins of the (steelhead) populations, in streams in the river basins of the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca, Puget Sound, and Hood Canal, Washington,Strait of Juan de Fuca, Puget Sound, and Hood Canal, Washington, bounded bounded 
to the west by the Elwha River (inclusive) and to the north by tto the west by the Elwha River (inclusive) and to the north by the Nooksack he Nooksack 
River and Dakota Creek (inclusive) as well as Green River naturaRiver and Dakota Creek (inclusive) as well as Green River natural and l and 
Hamma Hamma winterHamma Hamma winter--run stocksrun stocks



NOAA DeterminationNOAA Determination

Puget Sound Steelhead Puget Sound Steelhead 
Listing Decision: Listing Decision: 

ThreatenedThreatened



Agency Action:Agency Action:

Assist with NEPAAssist with NEPA



NEPA NEPA –– PS SteelheadPS Steelhead

When listing a species, NMFS must designate When listing a species, NMFS must designate 
critical habitatcritical habitat for the species no later than a for the species no later than a 
year after the final listing, as long as it is prudent year after the final listing, as long as it is prudent 
to do so and critical habitat is determinableto do so and critical habitat is determinable

Economic impacts must be considered when Economic impacts must be considered when 
designating critical habitat.designating critical habitat.



What is Critical Habitat?What is Critical Habitat?

Specific areas within a geographical area Specific areas within a geographical area 
occupied by the species at the time of occupied by the species at the time of 

listing, if they contain physical or biological listing, if they contain physical or biological 
features essential to conservation and may features essential to conservation and may 
require special management considerations require special management considerations 

or protection or protection 
ANDAND



What is Critical Habitat?What is Critical Habitat?

Specific areas outside the geographical area Specific areas outside the geographical area 
occupied by the species if the agency occupied by the species if the agency 

determines that the area itself is essential determines that the area itself is essential 
for conservationfor conservation



Critical Habitat DesignationsCritical Habitat Designations

Must be based on best scientific information Must be based on best scientific information 
available in an open public process, within a available in an open public process, within a 

specific timeframespecific timeframe



Critical Habitat DesignationsCritical Habitat Designations

DO NOT set up a preserve or refuge for the DO NOT set up a preserve or refuge for the 
speciesspecies

Apply only when Federal funding, permits, or Apply only when Federal funding, permits, or 
projects are involvedprojects are involved

Do not apply to citizens engaged in activities on Do not apply to citizens engaged in activities on 
private land that do not involve a Federal agencyprivate land that do not involve a Federal agency



Threatened ListingThreatened Listing

When a species is listed asWhen a species is listed as threatenedthreatened, NOAA , NOAA 
must issue protective regulations under section must issue protective regulations under section 
4(d) of the ESA in order to extend any take 4(d) of the ESA in order to extend any take 
prohibitions to the speciesprohibitions to the species

Protective 4(d) Regulations:Protective 4(d) Regulations:
Proposed on February 7, 2007Proposed on February 7, 2007



4(d) Regulations4(d) Regulations

This applies to “take,” which includes any act This applies to “take,” which includes any act 
that kills or injures fish, and may include habitat that kills or injures fish, and may include habitat 
modificationmodification

Section 4(d) of the ESA prohibits ANY take of Section 4(d) of the ESA prohibits ANY take of 
species listed as endangered, but some take of species listed as endangered, but some take of 
threatened species that does not interfere with threatened species that does not interfere with 
steelhead survival and recovery can be allowedsteelhead survival and recovery can be allowed



Next Step: Recovery PlansNext Step: Recovery Plans

The The Endangered Species ActEndangered Species Act (ESA) requires (ESA) requires 
NOAA Fisheries ServiceNOAA Fisheries Service to develop and to develop and 

implement implement recovery plansrecovery plans for conservation and for conservation and 
survival of listed speciessurvival of listed species



Recovery PlansRecovery Plans

Recovery plans must describe specific Recovery plans must describe specific 
management actions; establish objective, management actions; establish objective, 

measurable criteria for delisting; and estimate the measurable criteria for delisting; and estimate the 
time and cost to carry out measures needed to time and cost to carry out measures needed to 

achieve recoveryachieve recovery



What is Recovery?What is Recovery?

Recovery is the process by which listed species Recovery is the process by which listed species 
and their ecosystems are restored and their and their ecosystems are restored and their 
future secured to the point that protection under future secured to the point that protection under 
the ESA is no longer neededthe ESA is no longer needed

NOAA Fisheries Service believes that recovery NOAA Fisheries Service believes that recovery 
must be grounded in existing conservation must be grounded in existing conservation 
efforts under way throughout the regionefforts under way throughout the region



Recovery strategyRecovery strategy

NOAA has developed a strategy for recovery planning NOAA has developed a strategy for recovery planning 
in the four states of Washington, Idaho, Oregon and in the four states of Washington, Idaho, Oregon and 
California that combinesCalifornia that combines ESAESA--listed salmon and listed salmon and 
steelhead distinct population segments in geographic steelhead distinct population segments in geographic 
areasareas

The Northwest Region has identified its three recovery The Northwest Region has identified its three recovery 
planning areas, or recovery domains, and has planning areas, or recovery domains, and has 
establishedestablished technical recovery teamstechnical recovery teams of scientists for of scientists for 
each domain each domain 



Northwest Salmon Recovery Domains & Northwest Salmon Recovery Domains & 
Restoration AreaRestoration Area



4 Recovery Domains4 Recovery Domains

Puget Sound Recovery DomainPuget Sound Recovery Domain
This domain covers Puget Sound. It includes rivers and streams fThis domain covers Puget Sound. It includes rivers and streams flowing into Puget lowing into Puget 
Sound, Hood Canal, and the Strait of Georgia in Washington, inclSound, Hood Canal, and the Strait of Georgia in Washington, including the Strait of uding the Strait of 
Juan de Fuca from the Elwha River eastward. Sockeye salmon in OzJuan de Fuca from the Elwha River eastward. Sockeye salmon in Ozette Lake are ette Lake are 
included in this domain.included in this domain.
Willamette/Lower Columbia Recovery DomainWillamette/Lower Columbia Recovery Domain
This domain encompasses the Columbia River basin downstream of tThis domain encompasses the Columbia River basin downstream of the Hood River in he Hood River in 
Oregon and the White Salmon River in Washington. The domain inclOregon and the White Salmon River in Washington. The domain includes the udes the 
following Columbia River tributaries: Sandy, Willamette, Scappoofollowing Columbia River tributaries: Sandy, Willamette, Scappoose, Clatskanie, Little se, Clatskanie, Little 
White Salmon, Wind, Washougal, Lewis, Kalama, Cowlitz, ElochomanWhite Salmon, Wind, Washougal, Lewis, Kalama, Cowlitz, Elochoman, Grays and , Grays and 
Chinook rivers, and Youngs Bay.Chinook rivers, and Youngs Bay.
Interior Columbia Recovery DomainInterior Columbia Recovery Domain
This domain covers all of the Columbia River basin accessible toThis domain covers all of the Columbia River basin accessible to anadromous salmon anadromous salmon 
and steelhead above Bonneville Dam. It's divided into three suband steelhead above Bonneville Dam. It's divided into three sub--basins: Midbasins: Mid--
Columbia, Snake and Upper Columbia.Columbia, Snake and Upper Columbia.
Oregon Coast Restoration AreaOregon Coast Restoration Area
This area covers the Oregon coastal streams south of the ColumbiThis area covers the Oregon coastal streams south of the Columbia River and north a River and north 

http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/Salmon-Recovery-Planning/Recovery-Domains/Puget-Sound/Index.cfm


Puget Sound ESA Salmon Recovery Puget Sound ESA Salmon Recovery 
DomainDomain

http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/Salmon-Recovery-Planning/Recovery-Domains/Puget-Sound/images/RD-PSOUND_1.jpg


Puget Sound Recovery DomainPuget Sound Recovery Domain

The Puget Sound domain is a complex mix of The Puget Sound domain is a complex mix of 
densely populated and developed urban areas, densely populated and developed urban areas, 
including Seattle/Everett/Tacoma, rich including Seattle/Everett/Tacoma, rich 
agricultural areas, and forested headwaters agricultural areas, and forested headwaters 

NOAA Fisheries Service convened the Puget NOAA Fisheries Service convened the Puget 
Sound Technical Recovery Team (TRT) in April Sound Technical Recovery Team (TRT) in April 
20002000



Shared StrategyShared Strategy

The Northwest Region is conducting recovery planning The Northwest Region is conducting recovery planning 
in conjunction with a coalition of salmon management in conjunction with a coalition of salmon management 
interests called the interests called the Shared Strategy for Puget SoundShared Strategy for Puget Sound

It includes NOAA Fisheries Service, the U.S. Fish and It includes NOAA Fisheries Service, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Governor's Office, Puget Sound treaty Wildlife Service, Governor's Office, Puget Sound treaty 
tribes, state natural resources agencies, local tribes, state natural resources agencies, local 
governments, and key nongovernments, and key non--government organizations government organizations 



Shared StrategyShared Strategy
http://www.sharedsalmonstrategy.org/index.htmhttp://www.sharedsalmonstrategy.org/index.htm



Recovery PlanningRecovery Planning

NOAA will require WDFW and tribes to NOAA will require WDFW and tribes to 
provide assistance in developing recovery provide assistance in developing recovery 

plans for Puget Sound steelhead plans for Puget Sound steelhead 
through Shared Strategythrough Shared Strategy

Timeline?Timeline?
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Northwest Salmon Recovery PlanningNorthwest Salmon Recovery Planning
http://www.nwfsc.noaa.gov/trt/index.cfm?CFID=48613313&CFTOKENhttp://www.nwfsc.noaa.gov/trt/index.cfm?CFID=48613313&CFTOKEN

=53395045&jsessionid=6430d46f0cff543c76c3=53395045&jsessionid=6430d46f0cff543c76c3

http://www.nwfsc.noaa.gov/trt/index.cfm?CFID=48613313&CFTOKEN=53395045&jsessionid=6430d46f0cff543c76c3
http://www.nwfsc.noaa.gov/trt/index.cfm?CFID=48613313&CFTOKEN=53395045&jsessionid=6430d46f0cff543c76c3
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