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RESPONSE TO THE WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE'S
DRAFT WOLF CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN

Science should be the basis on which management decisions are made. The
Department must heed the advice of recognized experts as to best management
practices. Chief among practices is implementing the North American Wildlife
Conservation Model. This model has restored wildlife to this country and serves as a
basis for future success.

Valerius Geist, emeritus professor, University of Calgary one of the premier and most respected
ungulate researchers of our time stated; "Is it not time we paid attention in order to discover how to
manage wolves so as fo have both security and abundant wildlife? The absolutely precious lesson from
our North American experience with wolves in the 20th century is that at low wolf-to-prey ratios, wolves
grow into very large, shy specimens that shun humans, while greatly enriching our landscape and
quality of life. Control will be seen as essential to maintain wolves and robust big game populations
and minimize intrusions by wolves into human settlements."

The current plan the department favors, alternative 2, leaves important questions unanswered. How
are prey populations (elk, deer, wild sheep, and mountain goats) going to be maintained with 15
breeding pairs? (17 to 42 Packs or 87 to 302 wolves ,each wolf consumes 17 elk and 44 deer
annually)’. Wlth three breeding pair currently observed, ( one pair each in N.E. Washington,
Okanogan, and Blue Mountains). The Selkirk Elk Herd, 2,400 elk, and Blue Mountain Herd, 4,400 elk,
are particularlzy in danger. Already 79% of elk calf mortality of the Blue Mountain elk herd is attributed
to predation. © Simple arithmetic tells us the elk herd population cannot be maintained if 15 breeding
wolf breeding pair is the goal for de-listing.

State of Washington Fish & Wildlife Draft Wolf Conservation Management Plan, Chapter 5, Page 75
® State of Washington Fish & Wildlife Draft Wolf Conservation Management Plan, Chapter 5, Page 80, Table 10
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According to the article, Greater Yellowstone Elk Suffer Worse Nutrition and Lower Birth Rates Due to
Wolves, that was published on Montana State University’s web site® the article summarizes the
scientific study authored by Scott Creel, ecology professor at Montana State University.

Dr. Creel's study published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, states that
“wolves have caused elk in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem to change their behavior and foraging
habits so much so that herds are having fewer calves.” *

The decline in the Greater Yellowstone's elk population since the reintroduction of wolves in 1995 has
been greater than was originally predicted. In the three winters prior to the reintroduction of wolves, elk
on Yellowstone’s northern range numbered roughly between 17,000 and 19,000. In the three winters
prior to 2008, annual elk counts had declined to between 6,738 and 6,279.5

Creel stated, “Obviously, wolves kill elk, and direct predation is responsible for much decline in elk
numbers, but the rate of direct killing is not great enough to account for elk population declines
observed since 1995 in the Northern Range, the Gallatin Canyon, and the Madison-Firehole herds, all
well colonized by wolves. In addition to direct predation, the decline is due to low calving rates, which
are a subtle but important effect of the wolves’ presence.”

It is reasonable to expect a similar situation to impact Washington elk herds as documented in the
Creel Study. Losing 60% of the elk to wolf predation, and lower calving rates as a result of changes in
foraging habits as a result of being hunted by wolves is not acceptable.

The fact that wolves will prey on livestock is a financial issue. In challenging budget environments are
monies going to be shifted from other programs to pay for damages? Is it fair to the livestock rancher
to be subsidizing wolf translocation?

Non-lethal harassment of wolves as outlined in the plan is disingenuous.
Hunting is a proven management tool and needs to be prominent in wolf management.

Available habitat is the limiting factor on populations of both prey and predator. Study must be made
as to sustainable carrying capacity.

The contribution of sportsmen in license fees, taxes, and private contributions must not be ignored.

The sportsmen dollars are a large part of the department’s budget. Revenue from license fees, sales
tax on sporting goods. Federal funds generated via the Pittman-Robertson Act’ are dollars generated
by sportsmen through an 11% excise tax on sporting arms and ammunition. Private contributions via

3 MSU News, Greater Yellowstone Elk Suffer Worse Nutrition and Lower Birth Rates Due to Wolves, July 15, 2009
4 Glucocorticoid stress hormones and the effect of predation risk on elk reproduction; Proceedings National
Academy of Sciences, July 28, 2009, Vol. 106 no. 30, 12388-12393

* ibid

® ibid

7 Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act 16 U.S.C. 669-669i:50 Stat 917
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organizations such as SCI, Boone & Crocket, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Ducks Unlimited,
FNAWS, etc..., have been the backbone of habitat acquisition and species reintroduction.

The re-establishment of wolves in Washington must not come at the expense of other wildlife. Wolves
certainly have their place, but like all wildlife today, must be managed responsibly.

Central Washington Chapter of Safari Club International.

Approved by the Board of Directors, November 23, 2009

Gary Christensen, President
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