WDFW Approach Wolf
Conservation and

Management Plan
Chapters 3 & 4




(@ Guiding Principals

¢ Directors Guidelines

=« Conflict Resolution is the Key to Wolf Recovery
¢ Use the Experience and Expertise of Other States

¢ Base Recovery and Management on Good
Defensible Science




Original (Naive) Approach

¢ Use the plans and experience of other states

¢ Oregon plan was a good possible template
— geographic similarity
— similar prey base
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What Changed WDFW Approach

¢ Oregon process Is different
— negotiated settlement
— conflict triggers
— sclentific basis

¢ ID, MT, WY, Great Lakes States

— at the core of wolf range

— established plans when recovery goals has been
met or exceeded.

— were able to study their own wolves




2 What Changed WDFW Approach

¢ WA may be significantly different
— Smallest western state with largest population
— Not in “core” wolf range

— Different political and agricultural environment
(““The Washington Way”)

¢ WDFW wants utilize the bestofall
approaches '_ e
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C Proposed WDFW Approach

¢ Address Conflict First

— unique to E & T management

= ¢ Conflict resolution is tied to level of local
=~ wolf populations rather than to listing status
— Issue- who does it and when

— Although packaged differently, it is what is
already occurring in other states W/ federally
listed wolves.
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@ Proposed WDFW Approach

¢ Wolf Recovery by WAC
— Significant portion of its range
- — Viable population
=+ Distribution of Wolves
— 9 ecoregions
— 2 likely not compatible

— Delisting triggers at 2 and 4 ecoreglons
respectively




Proposed WDFW Approach

¢ Viable Population

— Did not establish specific population goals at this time

— Concern over 2 principals
« Good Science
WA may be unique

— Potential models Minimum Viable Populations (MVP)
and Carry Capacity models based on prey.

— Propose an adaptive approach
— Concern over precedent for other E &T species




- Wolf Working Group & Public

Input

¢ This 1s WDFW?’s first draft of these chapters based
on.

— Auvallable data/plans/guidelines/experts

— WWG discussion to date

& ¢ Can and probably will change base on:
— WWG deliberations/input/consensus
— Public meetings in August ) N
— Wolf Interagency Group | PR oy
e Land management agencies T RV o/
e Tribes

— Peer and public review
of the document
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