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 Jim Unsworth, Director 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
600 Capitol Way North 
Olympia, WA  98501 
 
Dear Director Unsworth: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft Mule Deer Management Plan. 
As you are aware, mule deer are an important species in the Methow Valley, both from 
a recreational (hunting and viewing) and agricultural perspective. We are happy to see a 
comprehensive plan addressing the management of such an important species. 
 
We applaud the Department’s efforts to develop a comprehensive plan to manage mule 
deer in eastern Washington. The Methow Valley is home to the largest migratory mule 
deer herd in the state, has been targeted for land acquisition and conservation 
easements to support mule deer winter range and movement areas, and supports a 
large hunter population. It is disappointing that a public meeting to discuss the plan was 
not held in the Methow Valley so local residents would have an opportunity to express 
comments and suggestions. 
 
We support the larger management units for deer in eastern Washington, but think the 
East Slope Cascades MDMZ contains many confounding issues and contains multiple 
sub-populations. It seems a north and south zone is more appropriate since most deer 
in the Methow stay north of Lake Chelan, there are no or very few elk and there are few 
mountain sheep conflicts. 
 

Thanks again for the opportunity to comment and we appreciate the effort to develop solid management 
for this important species.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Maggie B. Coon, Board Chair 
Methow Valley Citizens’ Council 

http://www.mvcitizens.org/

