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Amilee, there were a couple of questions about impact on the rainbow population or 
productivity of rainbow trout above Swift Reservoir and the impact of various steelhead 
re-introductions on them that I did not have an answer for.  I have reviewed both 
Settlement Agreement Documents; the Lewis River Fish Planning Document, 2004 - web 
address:  http://www.pacificorp.com/File/File53031.pdf, and the Lewis River Hatchery 
and Supplementation Plan, 2006 - web address:   
http://www.pacificorp.com/File/File63955.pdf. 
 
There is some allozyme information and species present before and after the hydro 
projects were built, but census surveys or EDT values were not conducted for rainbow (or 
any resident species).   Below are a statement scenario (6) and the risk implication from 
introducing salmonids back to the upper river (2002 Technical Report - Page AQU 18 
Appendix G-117 in the Lewis River Planning Document).   
 
 

 
 

http://www.pacificorp.com/File/File53031.pdf
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Also, below is a statement from the Lewis River Hatchery and Supplementation Plan, 
2006 - web address but most of the concern is on bull trout:    
 

 
 
The documents indicate that the current resident population of O Mykiss in the upper 
river inhabits productivity that was originally in balance with other species before they 
were denied access to the upper Lewis River and that re-introduction of steelhead, coho 
and spring Chinook will move to restore that balance.   Also, as I mentioned at the 
meeting, upper river wild rainbow stock (not hatchery trout via Goldendale, South 
Tacoma etc.) is distinct from current steelhead allozyme results from populations in the 
lower Lewis River system and tributaries (J. Losterman, 2003).  Based on the initial 
analysis, they may preserve important genetic material to be shared with re-introductions 
of wild steelhead that will evolve in the upper river.   


