
 1

OREGON AND WASHINGTON DEPARTMENTS OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
 

JOINT STAFF REPORT  
WINTER FACT SHEET NO. 14 

April 16, 2008 
 

Fisheries under consideration:  Recreational fishery below Bonneville Dam 
 

Management guidelines and run forecasts for the 2008 spring season were presented in the 
Winter Fact Sheet #3 (February 15, 2008) 

 
Stock Status 

• The upriver spring Chinook count through April 15 at Bonneville Dam totaled 7,844 spring 
Chinook.  Based on the recent 10-year average, about 14% of the run has passed by this date.  

• Spring Chinook counts over Willamette Falls total 78 fish as of April 15.   

• Run sizes cannot be updated until passage is at least 50% complete.  At Bonneville Dam, the 
run is typically 50% complete on May 1 (10-year average).  The Willamette River run cannot 
typically be updated until mid May. 

River Conditions 

• Columbia River water temperatures in March were slightly cooler than normal averaging 43 
°F compared to the 10-yr average of 44 °F.  During April 1-15, temperature has gradually 
increased to 47 °F, but remains cooler than the 10-year average of 50 °F for mid-April.   

• Flow averaged 150 kcfs in March, which is 86% of the10-year average of 174 kcfs.  April 
flow has continued to be low, averaging 146 kcfs, which is 75% of the 10-year average of 
194 kcfs.  Spill at Bonneville began on April 10.   

• Water clarity during March averaged 5.7 feet, which is much higher than the 10-year average 
of 4.7 feet.  Water clarity during April remains higher than average, measuring 5.0 feet on 
April 14, compared to the 10-year average of 4.2 feet on the same date. 

• In summary, the river is cool and clear, with less than average flow.   

Fishery Update 

• The Columbia River is scheduled to be open for retention of hatchery spring Chinook in the 
area from the Hayden Island west powerlines upstream to Bonneville Dam during March 16 
through April 30.  Retention of hatchery Chinook is also allowed from Bonneville Dam 
upstream to Priest Rapids Dam (with some area restrictions) during March 16 through May 
10.  The area from Buoy 10 upstream to the Hayden Island powerlines was open for Chinook 
retention open from March 24-April 4.   

• Preseason catch expectations below Bonneville Dam totaled 18,000 to 20,000 Chinook kept. 

• Catch rates have exceeded expectations during March and April.  The April 7-13 catch rate 
was the highest since at least 2000.  As expected, effort continues to be high.  
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Columbia River Recreational Fishery below Bonneville Dam 
Area Date Trips Kept Released Impacts 

<Hayden Isl. Mar 24-31 20,596 1,871 311 0.067% 
>Hayden Isl. Mar 16-31 15,528 2,573 371 0.104% 
March Total  36,124 4,444 682 0.170% 

        
<Hayden Isl. Apr 1-4 10,250 1,283 170 0.049% 
>Hayden Isl. Apr 1-13 31,059 8,575 1,227 0.356% 
>Hayden Isl. Apr 14-20 (proj.) 20,000 8,000 2,000 0.364% 
April total  61,309 17,858 3,397 0.769% 

            
Grand Total (Lower River Sport) 97,433 22,302 4,079 0.939% 

• By Monday April 21, impacts to upriver spring Chinook from the LCR recreational fishery 
are projected to total 0.939% (103% of the 0.915% impact guideline allocated to this fishery 
or 93% of the maximum allocation for this fishery (1.015%) that utilizes 0.1% of the 
commercial set aside).   

• Based on catch rates and cumulative impacts to date, the sport fishery below Bonneville is 
tracking well ahead of management expectations.   

Joint Staff Recommendation:  2008 Lower Columbia River Recreational Fishery 
• Effective 12:01 AM Monday April 21, 2008 close the Columbia River to angling for 

spring Chinook, steelhead, and shad from the Hayden Island west powerlines upstream to 
Bonneville Dam. 

• This fishery will exceed the maximum below Bonneville recreational impact allocation if 
allowed to continue without modification.  Due to uncertainty in estimating this week’s 
catch, increasing fish abundance, and projections of continued high effort and catch rates, 
remaining impacts may not be sufficient to allow additional fishing days without risk of 
exceeding the adjusted upriver impact guideline. 

• A run size update is not expected to be available prior to the fishery reaching the allocated 
impacts.   

Non-Indian Impacts 

Projected Non-Indian Handle of Upriver Chinook 
  Kept Release ESA-Impact 
Commercial Fisherya 5,450 1,830 0.41% 
Sport Fishery 21,392 3,904 0.94% 
Total 26,842 5,734 1.35% 
Impacts allowed   2.00% 

a  Commercial impacts based on catch projection of 3,500 fish for April 14 fishery 

Future Hearings 

• A Compact hearing is scheduled for 11:00 AM Monday, April 21, 2008 via teleconference to 
consider non-Indian Commercial fisheries.   


