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OREGON AND WASHINGTON DEPARTMENTS OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
 

JOINT STAFF REPORT  
SPRING FACT SHEET NO. 3 

April 25, 2008 
 

Purpose:  Review Salmon Stock Status  
Update Columbia River Recreational Fisheries 

 
Management guidelines and run forecasts for the 2008 spring season were presented in the Winter Fact 

Sheet #3 (February 15, 2008) 
 

Stock Status 
• The upriver spring Chinook count through April 23 at Bonneville Dam totaled 18,904 spring Chinook.  

Based on the recent 10-year average, passage is 31% complete by April 23 and 50% complete by May 
1.  Late runs are usually 16% complete by this date. 

• The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) met on April 24 to review the upriver spring Chinook run.  
TAC did not update the run because variability in run timing prevents an accurate projection with the 
data available to date.  TAC felt that the early part of the run is late but it is too early to determine 
whether the mid-point of the run is also late, or if the run is smaller than projected.   

• Spring Chinook counts over Willamette Falls total 125 fish as of April 24.  The Willamette River run 
cannot typically be updated until mid May. 

River Conditions 
• During March, Columbia River water temperatures were slightly cooler than normal averaging 43 °F 

compared to the 10-yr average of 44 °F.  Flow averaged 150 kcfs, which is 86% of the10-year average 
of 174 kcfs.  Water clarity averaged 5.7 feet, which is higher than the 10-year average of 4.7 feet.   

• April river conditions have continued to be cool and clear, with below average flow and temperature.  
Average river conditions for April include temperatures of 46 °F, flow of 158 kcfs and water clarity of 
4.7 feet.  Conditions on April 23, 2008 included temperatures of 48 °F, flow of 183 kcfs and water 
clarity of 5.0 feet. 

Fishery Update 

• The Columbia River was open for retention of hatchery spring Chinook in the area from the Hayden 
Island west powerlines upstream to Bonneville Dam from March 16-April 20.  The area from Buoy 10 
upstream to the Hayden Island powerlines was open for Chinook retention from March 24-April 4.  
Retention of hatchery Chinook is allowed from Bonneville Dam upstream to Priest Rapids Dam (with 
some area restrictions) during March 16 through May 10. 

• Preseason catch expectations below Bonneville Dam included about 3,000 Chinook kept for the Buoy 
10 - Hayden Island area and 16,000 Chinook kept for the Hayden Island - Bonneville Dam area.   

• Catch rates and total catch for the area downstream of Hayden Island were similar to expectations.  
Catch rates upstream of Hayden Island (0.34 fish/angler average) exceeded expectations (0.23 
fish/angler) throughout the season, resulting in ESA-impacts to upriver spring Chinook accumulating 
faster than predicted.  Clear, cool river conditions and delayed passage at Bonneville Dam likely 
contributed to the high catch rates. 
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• Catch and effort in the area above Bonneville Dam has begun to improve as passage over Bonneville 
has increased.  Catch in this area through April 20 is estimated at 120 Chinook kept and 35 released, 
compared to the approximately 2,700 fish handle available for this fishery (Bonneville Dam to 
McNary Dam).  

• Staff are still in the process of preparing the final catch estimate for the fishery below Bonneville Dam 
from April 1-20.  Preliminary estimates of April effort and catch (kept and released), and total season 
impacts to upriver spring Chinook are provided below:   

Preliminary Columbia River Recreational Fishery below Bonneville Dam 
Area Date Trips Kept Released Impacts 

<Hayden Isl. Mar 24-31 19,044 1,534 287 0.054% 
>Hayden Isl. Mar 16-31 16,409 2,573 381 0.104% 
March Total  35,453 4,107 668 0.158% 

        
<Hayden Isl. Apr 1-4 10,250 1,283 170 0.049% 
>Hayden Isl. Apr 1-20 52,717 14,959 2,336 0.635% 
April Total  62,967 16,242 2,506 0.684% 

            
Grand Total   98,420 20,349 3,174 0.842% 

• Based on these preliminary estimates, the recreational fishery downstream of Bonneville Dam has 
used 87% of 0.965% in-season (pre-run update) maximum impact guideline for this fishery, leaving 
an estimated 0.123% total impacts remaining.  This translates to a handle of approximately 3,300 
upriver fish assuming the preseason forecast of 269,300 is accurate.  Any reduction in the actual 
upriver run size would decrease the number of fish that remain available for this fishery, and may 
affect harvest in other fisheries.  For instance, if the upriver run size is ≤235,000 fish, the maximum 
impact guideline available for below Bonneville recreational fisheries will have already been used.  If 
the run size is smaller, impacts available for other ongoing fisheries will be affected.  

• Based on low daily and cumulative counts at Bonneville Dam, run models that do not meet the 
preseason forecast, uncertainty in the over all run size, and relatively few impacts remaining for either 
fishery, staff believes a precautionary approach is warranted and recommends that further mainstem 
recreational and commercial fisheries downstream of Bonneville Dam be delayed until there is more 
confidence in the actual return.    

Non-Indian Impacts 

Projected Non-Indian Handle of Upriver Chinook  and Associated ESA-Impacts 
  Kept Release ESA-Impact 
Commercial Fishery (includes SAFE) 5,984 1,627 0.43% 
Recreational Fishery (include Z6) 19,839 3,047 0.85% 
Total 25,823 4,674 1.28% 

Total Non-Indian impacts allowed     2.00% 

Future Hearings 

• No hearings are scheduled at this time.  Staff will review the upriver run as it progresses and schedule 
hearings as necessary.  


