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Purpose of Public Meetings

> Provide Information

* White sturgeon stock status and 2010
management

e 2010 spring Chinook management

» Answer guestions
» Seek public input



2010 Management Process

» Public Meetings (Nov 5, 10, 12)

» Advisor group meetings (Nov 18, 19)

» WFWC (Dec 4-5; CHS briefing)

» Compact (Dec 17; set Jan-Feb WSTG seasons)

» WFWC (Jan 8-9; CHS/WSTG briefing and
public testimony)

» OFWC (Feb 5; CHS/WSTG briefing + decision)
» WFWC (Feb 5-6; CHS/WSTG decision)
» Compact (Feb 18?)
o Set CHS seasons; set balance of 2010 STG seasons




Agenda

» White Sturgeon
o Staff Presentation
 Q + A and Public Input

» Break
» Spring Chinook
o Staff Presentation
 Q + A and Public Input

» Adjourn (9 pm)

0:00-7:45

7:45-8:00
8:00-9:00






White Sturgeon Stock Status and




L_ower Columbia
Sturgeon Management

Joint State Management Agreement (Accord)
* Manage for optimum sustainable harvest
 Protect broodstock to ensure recruitment

* Viable and diverse fishing opportunities
= Recreational and commercial allocations
= Allocations above/below Wauna

e Concurrent WA/OR regulations
» Apply policy to other sturgeon fisheries
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_egal Catch per Angler Trip
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Sublegal Catch per Angler Trip
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Catch per Set

Test Fishery Catch per Set
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Oversize Handle
Estuary Fishery
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Catch per Set
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Harvest (thousands)
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Harvest

Willamette R. Harvest
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Sea Lion Predation
USACE Bonneville Dam Observations
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Stock Status Summary

» Legal abundance beginning to decline

» Sub-legal a

> Increased a

ounc

ounc

ance continues to decline
ance of Age-0 fish in 2009

» Sea lion predation continues to Increase



Sturgeon Management Plans

» Two plans under development:

» \Washington Statewide White Sturgeon
Management Plan

e Oregon Lower Columbia White Sturgeon
Management and Conservation Plan

> Extend 2006-2009 Accord for 2010



Issues

» Total harvestable number for 20107?

» Are additional broodstock protection
measures needed?

» Willamette harvest guideline?
» Other?



2010 Harvestable Number

» Reduce guideline proportional to recent decline
In legal abundance (12%-24%))

» Reduce guideline for recent declines in legal and
sub-legal abundances (16%-35%)

» Reduce guideline for recent declines in legal and
sub-legal abundances and to account for
uncertainty in broodstock status



Additional Broodstock Protection

> Extend the spawning sanctuary closure into
April and/or August

» Extend the spawning sanctuary area
downstream

» Prohibit the use of shad for bait
» Establish a Willamette broodstock sanctuary




Willamette Harvest Guideline

» Manage Willamette consistent with the
mainstem Columbia above Wauna (no change)

» Implement a separate harvest guideline for the
lower Willamette River






Oversize Sturgeon Carcass Survey
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Harvestable Number

> 16% reduction — 30,900 fish guideline

e 2007-08 ave. reduction in legal abundance
from 1998-2006 average

o Adjusted for near-term reduced recruitment

> 29% reduction — 26,100 fish guideline
e Same as above except using 2008 lower CI

> 35% reduction — 23,900 fish guideline
* Projected trend in legal abundance
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