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Salmon/Steelhead 
 

Grays and Elochoman Rivers – Through the end of November, a total of 28 and 82 hatchery winter run steelhead had 
returned to Grays River and Beaver Creek hatcheries, respectively.   
 
Cowlitz River – Mostly salmon at the barrier dam and trout around Blue Creek.  Steelhead catch is increasing.   
 
Last week Tacoma Power recovered 3,243 coho adults, 114 jacks, 73 fall chinook adults, five jacks, 257 winter-run 
steelhead, 29 summer-run steelhead and nine sea-run cutthroat trout during five days of operation at the Cowlitz 
Salmon Hatchery separator.  

During the past week Tacoma Power employees released 224 coho adults, nine jacks and seven fall chinook adults 
into the upper Cowlitz River at the Skate Creek Bridge in Packwood, 1,265 coho adults, 31 jacks, seven fall chinook 
adults and five winter-run steelhead into Lake Scanewa behind Cowlitz Falls Dam, and 402 coho adults, eleven jacks 
and seven fall chinook adults into the Cispus River above the mouth of Yellow Jacket Creek.  Also during the week 474 
coho adults, 25 jacks, 48 fall chinook adults, four jacks and three cutthroat trout were released into the Tilton River at 
Gust Backstrom Park in Morton.   

  
River flows at Mayfield Dam are approximately 9,470 cubic feet per second on Monday, December 5. Water visibility 
is 8 feet.  

2011 Upstream totals 

Fall Chinook Adult 

  
Upstream Transportation 

Week Total Tilton River Lake Scanewa 
Cowlitz @ 
Packwood Cispus River 

Ending Returns Hatchery Natural Hatchery Natural Hatchery Natural Hatchery Natural 

Season to date 16,819 2,231 4,273 4,657 0 1,794 1 1,221 6 

3-Dec 74 24 24 7 0 7 0 7 0 

          Coho Adults 

  
Upstream Transportation 

Week Total Tilton River Lake Scanewa 
Cowlitz @ 
Packwood Cispus River 

Ending Returns Hatchery Natural Hatchery Natural Hatchery Natural Hatchery Natural 

Season to date 44,477 5,902 1,518 6,279 6,073 4,946 155 1,619 101 

3-Dec 3,248 187 287 387 878 244 0 383 19 

          Winter Steelhead Adults 

  
Upstream Transportation 

Week Total Tilton River Lake Scanewa 
Cowlitz @ 
Packwood Cispus River 

Ending Returns Hatchery Natural Hatchery Natural Hatchery Natural Hatchery Natural 

Season to date  408 0 2 0 15 0 0 0 0 

3-Dec 257 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 
 

 



 
Kalama River – Bank anglers are catching some coho and steelhead.  Most of the coho are dark; steelhead a mixture 
of bright and dark fish.  Seven  hatchery and 11 wild winter steelhead had returned to Kalama Falls Hatchery through 
November.   
 
Lewis River – On-and-off for salmon and steelhead.  Still some chinook are still being caught.  Through November, a 
total of 18 hatchery and 2 wild winter steelhead had returned to facilities on the river.   
 
Flows below Merwin Dam were 4,830 cfs this morning.   
 
Washougal River – Beginning to improve for steelhead.  Creel checks are for November 25-December 4.  Eight 
hatchery and 3 wild steelhead had returned to Skamania Hatchery by the end of November.    
 
Lower Columbia below Bonneville Dam – Light effort and catch. 
 
Hanford Reach steelhead sport fishery November update from Paul Hoffarth, WDFW Fish Biologist in Pasco - For the 
month of November an estimated 286 steelhead were caught between the Hwy 395 bridge at Pasco and the wooden 
powerline towers at the old Hanford town site.  Of these 227 were harvested.  59 steelhead were unclipped and 
released.  Based on the percentages of wild and unmarked hatchery steelhead sampled at the Off Ladder Trap at 
Priest Rapids Dam, 34 wild steelhead were caught and released, 12% of the catch.  WDFW staff sampled 23% of the 
effort associated with this fishery. 
 
For the fishery this year, an estimated 1,250 steelhead have been caught with roughly ½ of these fish harvested.  A 
large number of unclipped hatchery and wild steelhead were caught during the first two months of this fishery.   
Bank anglers have averaged a steelhead for every 19 hours fished while boat anglers averaged a steelhead for every 
10 hours. This included both hatchery and wild.  Harvestable steelhead (hatchery) averaged 21 hours per fish for both 
bank and boat. 

 
Sturgeon 
 

Lower Columbia from the Wauna powerlines to Bonneville Dam – Except for a few sublegals released, the fishing is 
as cold as the weather. 

 
Trout 
 

Lake Sacajawea in Longview – Planted with 979 almost one pound rainbows last week.  No report on angling 
success.   
 
Battleground Lake – Planted with 5,000 catchable size rainbows last week.  No report on angling success. 
 
Klineline Pond – Planted with 2,880 catchable size rainbows last week.  No report on angling success.  
 



Washington lower Columbia tributaries plus Bonneville Pool salmonid sport sampling summaries - Nov. 28-Dec. 4.

        Chinook         Chinook           Coho           Coho         Chinook         Chinook           Coho           Coho
Bank             Kept              Rel.             Kept             Rel.          Steelhead Boat             Kept              Rel.             Kept             Rel.          Steelhead

Area Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other

Cowlitz River 117 0 0 12 0 4 0 2 0 18 1 4 sea run cuts rel. 29 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 12 2 0

Kalama River 25 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 4 6 0

Lewis River
mainstem 16 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
North Fork 117 0 0 0 1 1 0 3 0 8 0 0 28 18 0 15 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0

Washougal River 117 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 4 0 77 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 5 8 0



Washington Southwest Washington lakes sport sampling summaries - Nov. 14-20.

No report currently available.
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