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Contributed by Joe Hymer

Salmon/Steelhead

Cowlitz River — Bank anglers at the barrier dam are doing well for fall Chinook while boat anglers near the mouth are
doing well for fall Chinook and coho.

Last week Tacoma Power recovered 803 fall Chinook adults, 52 jacks, 126 coho adults, one jack, 34 spring Chinook
adults, 12 jacks, 162 summer-run steelhead, 11 sea-run cutthroat, two chum salmon and two pink salmon during five
days of operation at the Cowlitz Salmon Hatchery separator.

During the past week Tacoma Power employees released 24 spring Chinook adults, seven jacks, 96 fall Chinook
adults, eight jacks and 42 coho adults into the Cispus River above the mouth of Yellow Jacket Creek. They released
150 fall Chinook adults, two jacks, ten spring Chinook adults, three jacks, 37 coho adults and one jack into the Upper
Cowlitz River at the Skate Creek Bridge in Packwood and released seven spring Chinook mini-jacks into Riffe Lake at
Mossyrock Park.

During the week 338 fall Chinook adults, 17 jacks and 25 coho salmon were released into Mayfield Lake at the lke
Kinswa State Park boat launch. Also, Tacoma Power released 93 fall Chinook adults, seven jacks, 19 coho adults and
four cutthroat at Gust Backstrom Park in Morton, and one sea-run cutthroat was released into Lake Scanewa.

A total of six cutthroat trout, the pink and chum salmon and two summer-run steelhead were released into the
Cowlitz River at the Barrier Dam boat launch during the week.

River flows at Mayfield Dam are approximately 3,540 cubic feet per second on Monday, September 12. Water
visibility is 13 feet.

Lewis River — A handful of boat anglers at the mouth had caught a few wild coho that had to be released.
Washougal River — Bank anglers are catching some fall Chinook.

Wind River from 100 feet above Shipherd Falls to approximately 800 yards downstream of Carson National Fish
Hatchery (except closed 400 feet below to 100 feet above the coffer dam) — Under permanent rules, scheduled to
open for catch-and-release for all game fish (including steelhead) beginning this Friday Sept. 16. Selective gear rules
will be in effect.

White Salmon River — The lower portion of the White Salmon River will be closed to fishing for 12 hours Sept. 17 to
allow an interagency clean-up team to remove derelict boats, camping gear and other debris before Condit Dam is
breached in late October. The fishing closure will be in effect from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 17. The
affected area extends 3.3 miles from the Highway 14 Bridge to the powerhouse at the dam. The river mouth
downstream of the Highway 14 Bridge will remain open.

Yakima River (from Paul Hoffarth, WDFW District 4 Fish Biologist in Pasco) — Effort picked up slightly this week with
an estimated 148 angler trips for the week. No harvest has been reported to date.

Buoy 10 — Good for coho early last week then slowed. Re-opens for fall Chinook retention beginning Friday Sept. 16.
Up to 2 adult Chinook may be retained.

Lower Columbia mainstem below Bonneville Dam — Last week we sampled 2,386 salmonid anglers (including 790
boats) with 745 adult and 59 jack fall chinook, 29 adult coho, and 48 steelhead. The majority of the fall Chinook, 17



(59%) of the coho (though one was an unmarked fish that should have been released), and 38 (79%) of the steelhead
were kept.

Lewis River downstream re-opens for Chinook retention Sept. 16-18. Up to 2 adult Chinook may be retained.

Bonneville Pool — Boat anglers are catching some fall Chinook and summer run steelhead. About 40 boats observed
off the mouth of the Klickitat last Saturday morning.

Hanford Reach (from Paul Hoffarth) — The Hanford Reach fall chinook fishery is off to a strong start. Staff
interviewed 201 boats last week with 110 adult chinook and 20 jacks, roughly half a fish per boat. An estimated 426
adult chinook and 76 jacks were harvested this past week. Effort is spreading out throughout the Hanford Reach
and the Tri-cities. Almost 2,000 angler trips this past week. Local staff will make their first in-season run prediction
on Sept 15.

Sturgeon

Lower Columbia below Bonneville Dam — Only one boat was sampled during the current catch-and-release only
fishery.

Walleye

Lower Columbia below Bonneville Dam — The two boat anglers sampled in the Camas/Washougal area had no
catch.
Trout

Mineral Lake — Planted with 1,680 catchable size rainbows Sept. 6. Open to fishing through Sept. 30.

Goose Lake north of Carson — (from John Weinheimer, WDFW District 9 Fish Biologist in Vancouver) - Waiting on
some planting truck repairs to make the fall plants of cutthroat into Goose Lake. We have over 2,000 fish about % Ib.
each to go in before the end of the month. For the actual date of the plant, check the department’s web site at
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/.



http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/

Lower Columbia River mainstem sport sampling summary
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Chinook/Elochoman

Salmonid Chinook Coho Chinook Coho
Bank Kept Released Kept Released Steelhead # Boat Kept Released Kept Released Steelhead
Sec. Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other Boats  Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other
1 139 13 16 0 1 0 0 0 0 14 6 0 25 74 21 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 44 81 12 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0
3
4 163 43 5 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 253 592 172 9 1 0 5 0 4 0 2 1 0
5 51 14 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 183 447 182 5 8 1 6 0 3 0 3 0 0
6 105 35 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 130 319 105 4 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0
7 45 95 49 5 0 1 4 0 0 0 4 0 0
8 82 8 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 96 187 71 3 2 0 1 0 3 0 1 0 0
9 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 14 27 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
10 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 564 113 26 2 1 0 0 0 0 27 9 0 790 1822 616 30 14 2 17 0 12 0 11 1 0
Sturgeon
Bank Sublegals Legals Oversize Legals # Boat Sublegals Legals Oversize Legals
Sec. Anglers Rel. Rel. Rel. Kept Boats  Anglers Rel. Rel. Rel. Kept
1 CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED
2 CLOSED CLOSED
3 CLOSED CLOSED
4 CLOSED 1 2 2 2 0 CLOSED
5 CLOSED CLOSED
6 CLOSED CLOSED
7 CLOSED CLOSED
8 CLOSED CLOSED
9 CLOSED CLOSED
10 CLOSED CLOSED
Total 0 0 0 0 CLOSED 1 2 2 2 0 CLOSED
Walleye
Bank # Boat
Sec. Anglers Kept Rel. Boats  Anglers Kept Rel.
1
2 2 2 0 0
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
Total 0 0 0 2 2 0 0



Washington lower Columbia tributaries plus Bonneville Pool salmonid sport sampling summaries - Sept. 5-11.

Chinook Chinook Coho Coho Chinook Chinook Coho Coho
Bank Kept Rel. Kept Rel. Steelhead Boat Kept Rel. Kept Rel. Steelhead
Area Anglers Adults Jacks  Adults Jacks  Adults Jacks  Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults  Jacks Kept Rel.
Cowlitz River 24 9 0 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 9 0 4 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Lewis River
mainstem 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0
Washougal River 73 12 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bonneville Pool 41 7 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0




Washington Southwest Washington lakes sport sampling summaries - Sept. 5-11.

No report.
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