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Salmon/Steelhead 
 

Mainstem Grays River from Hwy. 4 Bridge to South Fork and West Fork Grays from mouth to boundary markers 
300 yards below the hatchery road bridge – Under permanent rules, closes to all fishing from Oct. 16-Nov. 30. 
  These areas will reopen for hatchery salmon and hatchery steelhead beginning December 1. 
 
North Fork Toutle – Some coho are being caught.   
 
Cowlitz River – Fishing has slowed for boat anglers near the mouth of the river.   

Last week Tacoma Power recovered 1,160 fall Chinook adults, 146 jacks, 1,024 coho adults, 704 jacks, 15 summer-run 
steelhead during six days of operations at the Cowlitz Salmon Hatchery separator.  

During the past week Tacoma Power employees released 291 fall Chinook adults, 45 jacks, 290 coho adults, and 271 
jacks into Lake Scanewa above Cowlitz Falls Dam at the Day Use Site, 278 fall Chinook adults, 31 jacks, 10 coho adults 
and 29 jacks into the upper Cowlitz River at Packwood and 145 fall Chinook adult, eight jacks, 13 coho adults, and 47 
jacks into the Cispus River near Randle.  A total of 441 fall Chinook adults, 60 jacks, 571 coho adults, and 205 jacks 
were released into the Tilton River at Gust Backstrom Park in Morton during the week. 

River flows at Mayfield Dam are approximately 4,720 cubic feet per second on Monday, October 8. Water visibility is 
at 15 feet. 

Kalama River – Still a few fall chinook being caught (though most are dark) along with some bright summer run 
steelhead.   
 
Lewis River – Boat anglers in the mainstem are catching some coho while those in the North Fork are mainly catching 
fall chinook.   
 
Wind River – Boat anglers are catching some hatchery coho.   
 

Drano Lake – Boat anglers are catching adult and jack fall chinook.   In October, fishing is closed from 6 pm 
Tuesdays to 6 pm Wednesdays. 
 
White Salmon River – Light effort and catch. 
 
Klickitat River – Anglers continue to catch fall chinook on the lower river.   
 
Lower Columbia below Bonneville Dam – Effort and catches are waning but some bright fall chinook and large 
summer run steelhead continue to be caught.  Last week we sampled 330 salmonid anglers (including 59 boats) with 
13 adult and 6 jack fall Chinook, 7 steelhead plus 1 adult and 1 jack coho.  Overall, all the adult Chinook and 6 (86%) 
of the steelhead were kept while both coho were released.      
 
Bonneville Pool – Off the mouths of the White Salmon and Klickitat rivers, boat anglers averaged about a chinook per 
rod when including jacks.  Jacks comprised about half the catch.  Some  coho are also being caught off the Klickitat.   
 
Under permanent rules, the night closure is lifted beginning Oct. 16.   
 
The Dalles Pool – Boat anglers are catching some coho, steelhead, and fall chinook jacks.   
 



Effective Oct. 16, the anti-snagging rule is lifted from Bonneville Dam to McNary Dam.   
 
Sturgeon 
 

Lower Columbia below Bonneville Dam – Light effort and catch in the catch-and-release only fishery that has been 
extended through the end of the year.   
 
The Dalles Pool – Boat anglers are catching some legals.  Through September, an estimated 239 (79.7%) of the 
annual 300 fish guideline had been taken.   

 
Walleye and Bass 
 

Lower Columbia below Bonneville Dam – Boat anglers in the Woodland area are catching some walleye. 
 
The Dalles Pool – Including fish released, the handful of boat anglers sampled averaged a walleye per rod.  Some bass 
were also being caught.      

 



Monthly Sturgeon Harvest estimates:

Jan - Jun Jul Aug Sep Oc t Totals: % As of Guidelines: 

Bonneville 1,836 closed closed closed closed 1,836 91.8% Sep. 30
1

2,000

The Dalles 131 26 32 50 239 79.7% Sep. 30 300

John Day 471 closed closed closed closed 471 94.2% Sep. 30
2

500
1
 Bonneville Reservior closed to sturgeon retention effective February 18. It re-opened June 15-16 and June 22-23 to finish the guideline.

2
 John Day Reservior closed to sturgeon retention effective May 21.

Harvest estimates are calculated monthly.  All in-season estimates are preliminary, and subject to update.  

Current month sampled sturgeon kept:

Jan - Jun Jul Aug Sep Oc t

Bonneville 251 closed closed closed closed 251 Oct. 7

The Dalles 17 5 3 6 2 33 Oct. 7

John Day 71 closed closed closed closed 71 Oct. 7

Samplers generally observe from 10% - 25% of total harvest.

WDFW Mid-Columbia River mainstem sport sampling summary ¹
October 1 - 7, 2012 The following table is a summary of numbers of fish observed by samplers.

Samplers generally observe from 10% - 25% of total harvest.

Sturgeon

Bank Leg Leg Over- 2012 Cum Boat Leg Leg Over- 2012 Cum Combined

Reservoir Anglers Subs Rel Kept size Leg Kept Boats Anglers Subs Rel Kept size Leg Kept Leg Kept

Bonneville Pool 26 225 251

The Dalles Pool 4 7 11 3 10 8 2 1 22 33

John Day Pool 17 54 71

Total 4 7 54 3 10 8 2 1 301 355

Bank 2012 Cum Boat 2012 Cum Jacks Kept

Salmonids Anglers Kept Rel Leg Kept Boats Anglers Kept Rel Leg Kept Week Cum

Bonneville Pool 80 44 43

Chinook 30 40

Coho 14 3

Steelhead

The Dalles Pool 3 76 1 3 8 76 152 2 4

Chinook 40 17 57 2 4

Coho 3 4 7 10

Steelhead 33 4 52 85

John Day Pool 25 1 26

Chinook 24 24

Coho

Steelhead 1 1 2

Bank Leg 2012 Cum Boat Leg 2012 Cum

Walleye Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept Boats Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept

Bonneville Pool 27 27

The Dalles Pool 3 3 5 3 2 616 619

John Day Pool 339 339

Bank Leg 2012 Cum Boat Leg 2012 Cum

Bass Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept Boats Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept

Bonneville Pool 2 2 4

The Dalles Pool 40 3 5 3 58 98

John Day Pool 9 103 112

¹  Quantities include both Washington and Oregon samples.

Sturgeon Salmonids Walleye Bass

Bonneville Effort (as a % of 6-week average) none none none none

Catch Per Unit Effort none none none none

Harvest Per Unit Effort none none none none

The Dalles Effort (as a % of 6-week average) 183% 19% 375% 250%

Catch Per Unit Effort 1.29 1.33 1.00 0.60

Harvest Per Unit Effort 0.14 1.33 0.40 none

John Day Effort (as a % of 6-week average) none none none none

Catch Per Unit Effort none none none none

Harvest Per Unit Effort none none none none



Lower Columbia River mainstem sport sampling summary

10/08/2012

9:30 AM

Salmonid         Chinook             Coho         Chinook             Coho

Month/Week Bank             Kept          Released             Kept          Released          Steelhead # Boat             Kept          Released             Kept          Released          Steelhead

Oct. 1-7 Sec. Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other Boats Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other

Bonneville 1 22 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 4 11 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Camas/Washougal 2 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 30 3 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0

3 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Vancouver 4 47 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 10 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Woodland 5 65 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 8 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Kalama 6 54 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Cowlitz 7 4 8 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Longview 8 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 33 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Cathlamet 9 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

private boats/bank 10

charter 10

Total 210 9 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 1 0 59 120 4 2 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0

Sturgeon

Bank Sublegals Legals Oversize Legals # Boat Sublegals Legals Oversize Legals

Sec. Anglers Rel. Rel. Rel. Kept Boats Anglers Rel. Rel. Rel. Kept

Bonneville 1 CLOSED CLOSED

Camas/Washougal 2 CLOSED CLOSED

3 CLOSED CLOSED

Vancouver 4 CLOSED 1 1 1 0 0 CLOSED

Woodland 5 CLOSED CLOSED

Kalama 6 3 0 0 0 CLOSED CLOSED

Cowlitz 7 CLOSED CLOSED

Longview 8 CLOSED CLOSED

Cathlamet 9 CLOSED CLOSED

Cathlamet 10 CLOSED CLOSED

Chinook - Knappton bank 10 CLOSED CLOSED

Knappton-Deep River ramps 10 CLOSED CLOSED

Total 3 0 0 0 CLOSED 1 1 1 0 0 CLOSED

Walleye

Bank # Boat

Sec. Anglers Kept Rel. Boats Anglers Kept Rel.

Bonneville 1

Camas/Washougal 2

3

Vancouver 4

Woodland 5 2 5 7 0

Kalama 6

Cowlitz 7

Longview 8

Cathlamet 9

Chinook/Elochoman 10

Total 0 0 0 2 5 7 0



Washington lower Columbia tributaries and Bonneville Pool salmonid sport sampling summaries - Oct. 1-7.

        Chinook         Chinook              Coho              Coho         Chinook         Chinook              Coho              Coho

Bank             Kept              Rel.             Kept              Rel.          Steelhead Boat             Kept              Rel.             Kept              Rel.          Steelhead

Area # Rods Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other # Rods Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other

North Fork Toutle River 4 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0

Cowlitz River 23 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 cutt rel.

Kalama River 4 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0

Lewis River

mainstem 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 0 3 1 2 0 0 0 0

North Fork 12 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 30 12 6 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 trout rel.

Wind River 3 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Drano Lake 8 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

White Salmon River 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Klickitat River 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0


