
Creel Survey 
July 1, 2014 Contributed 
by Joe Hymer 

Salmon/Steelhead 

Cowlitz River – Improving for summer run steelhead.  34 boat anglers kept 19 summer steelhead, 4 adult and 1 jack 
spring Chinook and released 1 adult spring Chinook.  120 bank anglers kept 11 adult and 3 jack spring Chinook and 9 
summer run steelhead plus released 2 adult spring Chinook. 

Last week Tacoma Power recovered 422 spring Chinook adults, 139 jacks, 94 mini-jacks, 284 summer-run steelhead 
and two sockeye salmon adults during five days of operations at the Cowlitz Salmon Hatchery separator.  

During the past week Tacoma Power employees released 133 spring Chinook adults and 28 jacks into the Cispus River 
above the mouth of Yellow Jacket Creek, 126 spring Chinook adults and 96 jacks into Lake Scanewa above Cowlitz 
Falls Dam, and 81 spring Chinook mini-jacks into Riffe Lake at Mossyrock Park. The two sockeye salmon were recycled 
downstream to the Massey Bar boat launch. 

River flows at Mayfield Dam are approximately 5,120 cubic feet per second on Monday, June 30. Water visibility is 10 
feet. Flows on the Cowlitz River will be reduced to 2,600 cubic feet per second on Tuesday, July 1.  

Lower Columbia mainstem below Bonneville Dam – Catch estimates from June 16 through June 30 include 1,720 
adult Chinook kept (2,056 released) from 26,100 angler trips.  Kept and release mortalities are estimated at 2,028 
Chinook (84% of the 2,414 allocated) and 650 sockeye.   

 The preseason forecast was for a Columbia River return of 67,500 adult summer Chinook and 347,100 sockeye.

 The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) began weekly stock status reviews for the summer season on Monday
June 30.  TAC maintained the preseason summer Chinook forecasted return of 67,500 fish and updated the
sockeye return to 425,000.

 Sockeye passage at Bonneville Dam through June 30 totals 316,297 fish.  Passage is typically 50% complete by
June 25.

 Every day adds to the possibility of a new second highest return of sockeye to the Columbia River.   The record
return is 521,000 in 2012; second highest is 387,900 in 2010.

Sturgeon 

Lower Columbia mainstem from the Marker 82 line downstream – Last week we sampled we sampled 8 sturgeon 
anglers (2 boats) with 21 legals released.  Continues to be catch-and-release only.   

Bonneville Pool – Bonneville Pool closed in early March with the majority of the guideline being reserved for the 
summer season.  Two 2-day summer periods were adopted with an expected catch of 200 kept fish per day (800 fish 
total).  Actual catch during the summer periods was less than projected; averaging around 100 fish per day (see 
below). 

2014 Recreational Sturgeon Harvest in Zone 6 
Pool Guideline Catch Balance Season 
Bonneville Winter -- 241 -- Jan 1-Mar. 9* 
Bonneville Summer -- 391 -- Jun 13-14, 20-21 
* Closed Jan 20-31 and Feb 18-23



The Dalles Pool – Slow for legal size fish.  Through June 29, an estimated 101 (34%) of the 300 fish guideline had 
been taken.   

Uncertainty exists as to the status of the population in The Dalles Pool which has been producing poorer than 
expected catch rates in the past three years.  The population is being assessed this summer with final results due by 
January 2015. 

Walleye and Bass 

Lower Columbia mainstem below Bonneville Dam – Last week in the Camas/Washougal area we sampled 2 walleye 
anglers (2 boats) that had no catch.   

The Dalles Pool – Bank and boat anglers are catching some bass. 

Trout 

Recent releases of rainbows (no report on angling success): 

CANYON CR 28.0231

 Jun 23, 2014 Rainbow 1,000 1.45 Vancouver Hatchery 

COUNCIL LK (SKAM) 

Jun 24, 2014 Rainbow 3,317 2.15 Goldendale Hatchery 

Shad 

Lower Columbia mainstem below Bonneville Dam – We also sampled 63 shad anglers with 72 shad.   Daily counts at 
Bonneville Dam are now <10,000 fish per day.   

http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=CANYON%20CR%20%20%20%2028.0231&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=COUNCIL%20LK%20(SKAM)&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC


Monthly Sturgeon Harvest estimates:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Totals: % As of Guidelines: 

Bonneville
1

163 27 51 --- --- 391 632 57.5% Jun 22 1,100

The Dalles 12 0 35 24 0 71 23.7% May 31 300

John Day
2

10 14 133 110 161 37 465 93.0% Jun 22 500
1
 Due to the short season in Bonneville Pool, we will be providing weekly harvest estimates. We will continue to provide harvest 

   estimates for the other pools on a monthly basis. Bonneville Pool was closed to retention January 20-31 and February 18-23.
2
   The winter fishery in John Day Pool closed to retention effective June 14.

Harvest estimates are calculated monthly.  All in-season estimates are preliminary.  

Current month sampled sturgeon kept:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Bonneville 58 14 13 --- --- 66 151 Jun 29

The Dalles 4 0 12 3 0 4 23 Jun 29

John Day 3 5 42 18 18 5 91 Jun 29

Samplers generally observe from 10% - 25% of total harvest.

WDFW Mid-Columbia River mainstem sport sampling summary ¹
June 23 - 29, 2014 The following table is a summary of numbers of fish observed by samplers.

Samplers generally observe from 10% - 25% of total harvest.

Sturgeon

Bank Leg Leg Over- 2014 Cum Boat Leg Leg Over- 2014 Cum Combined

Reservoir Anglers Subs Rel Kept size Leg Kept Boats Anglers Subs Rel Kept size Leg Kept Leg Kept

Bonneville Pool 23 128 151

The Dalles Pool 10 3 4 2 5 3 1 19 23

John Day Pool 19 72 91

Total 10 3 46 2 5 3 1 219 265

Bank Wild Wild Hat Hat 2014 Cum Boat Wild Wild Hat Hat 2014 Cum    Jacks Kept

Salmonids Anglers Kept Rel Kept Rel Leg Kept Boats Anglers Kept Rel Kept Rel Leg Kept Week Cum

Bonneville Pool 2 2

Chinook

Coho

Steelhead

Sockeye 2 2

The Dalles Pool 78 51 129 9

Chinook 77 46 123 9

Coho

Steelhead 1 5 6

Sockeye

John Day Pool 42 45 87 10

Chinook 42 41 83 10

Coho

Steelhead 4 4

Sockeye

Bank Leg 2014 Cum Boat Leg 2014 Cum

Walleye Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept Boats Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept

Bonneville Pool

The Dalles Pool 7 500 507

John Day Pool 401 401

Bank Leg 2014 Cum Boat Leg 2014 Cum

Bass Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept Boats Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept

Bonneville Pool 1 2 3

The Dalles Pool 3 1 1 4 2 4 3 1 89 93

John Day Pool 15 90 105

¹  Quantities include both Washington and Oregon samples.

Sturgeon Salmonids Walleye Bass

Bonneville Effort (as a % of 6-week average) none none none none

Catch Per Unit Effort none none none none

Harvest Per Unit Effort none none none none

The Dalles Effort (as a % of 6-week average) 68% none none 102%

Catch Per Unit Effort 0.47 none none 0.86

Harvest Per Unit Effort none none none 0.29

John Day Effort (as a % of 6-week average) none none none none

Catch Per Unit Effort none none none none

Harvest Per Unit Effort none none none none



Preliminary Washington lower Columbia River mainstem sport sampling summary

6/30/2014

4:30 PM

Salmonid         Chinook         Chinook

Month/Week Bank             Kept          Released          Steelhead          Sockeye # Boat            Kept          Released          Steelhead          Sockeye

June 23-29, 2014 Sec. Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Kept Rel. Other Boats Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Kept Rel. Other

Bonneville 1 164 30 7 21 1 0 0 0 0 0 6 16 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0

Camas/Washougal 2 25 1 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 43 93 12 0 11 0 4 0 2 0 0

3 42 1 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 10 25 5 1 2 0 2 0 3 0 0

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         4 202 14 0 3 0 1 0 7 0 0 76 163 3 0 9 1 3 1 3 0 0

Woodland 5 179 9 2 10 0 3 0 0 0 0 57 123 4 2 16 2 0 0 1 0 0

Kalama 6 212 17 1 25 0 1 4 0 0 0 65 159 17 1 4 0 13 4 5 0 3 sublegal sturg. rel.

Cowlitz 7 7 20 1 0 2 1 5 1 1 0 0

Longview 8 119 2 0 1 0 17 2 3 0 0 95 229 8 0 7 0 30 9 3 3 0

Cathlamet 9 112 1 0 0 0 9 7 5 0 0 33 81 3 1 4 1 18 7 3 0 0

private boats/bank 10 5 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 16 33 4 1 1 1 17 1 1 0 0

charter 10

Total 1060 75 10 61 1 34 14 18 0 0 408 942 57 6 60 6 92 23 22 3 0

Sturgeon

Bank Sublegals Legals Oversize Legals # Boat Sublegals Legals Oversize Legals

Sec. Anglers Rel. Rel. Rel. Kept Boats Anglers Rel. Rel. Rel. Kept

Bonneville 1 CLOSED 0 CLOSED

Camas/Washougal 2 CLOSED CLOSED

3 CLOSED CLOSED

Vancouver 4 CLOSED CLOSED

Woodland 5 CLOSED 1 6 15 20 0 CLOSED

Kalama 6 CLOSED CLOSED

Cowlitz 7 CLOSED CLOSED

Longview 8 CLOSED 1 2 0 1 0 CLOSED

Cathlamet 9 CLOSED CLOSED

10 CLOSED CLOSED

Deep River + Knappton boats 10 CLOSED CLOSED

Cathlamet 10 CLOSED CLOSED

Total 0 0 0 0 CLOSED 2 8 15 21 0 CLOSED

Shad

Bank # Boat

Sec. Anglers Kept Rel. Boats Anglers Kept Rel.

Bonneville 1 62 71 0

Camas/Washougal 2 1 0 1

3

Vancouver 4

Woodland 5

Kalama 6

Cowlitz 7 `

Longview 8

Cathlamet 9

Chinook/Elochoman 10

Total 63 71 1 0 0 0 0

Walleye

Bank # Boat

Sec. Anglers Kept Rel. Boats Anglers Kept Rel.

Bonneville 1

Camas/Washougal 2 2 2 0 0

3

Vancouver 4

Woodland 5

Kalama 6

Cowlitz 7

Longview 8

Cathlamet 9

Chinook/Elochoman 10

Total 0 0 0 2 2 0 0


