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Salmon/Steelhead 
 

Cowlitz River – Boat and bank anglers averaged about a Chinook per every 3 rods last week.  Best catches (and 
heaviest effort) is at the barrier dam though fish continue to be caught throughout the river.  Some winter run and a 
few summer steelhead are also appearing in the catch, primarily around the trout hatchery.  
 
Kalama River – Bank anglers are catching some spring Chinook.   
 
Lewis River – Little to no angling effort. 
 
Though still early, hatchery adult spring Chinook returns to Washington lower Columbia River facilities are ahead 
of the same time last year:   
 
River                     2015                       2014 
 
Cowlitz                 2,655                     213 
Kalama                 3                              1 
Lewis                    48                           11 
 
Wind River – Boat anglers averaged about a spring Chinook per every 3 rods.  Fishing in the gorge is hit-or-miss with 
mostly miss. 
 
Drano Lake – Boat anglers averaged about 1/2 fish per rod.  Bank anglers averaged a fish per every 7 rods.     
 
Klickitat River – Bank anglers are catching some spring Chinook and a few summer run steelhead. 
 
Based on Passive Integrated Transponder (PIT) tag detections at Bonneville Dam, a total of 7,309 Wind River, 6,851 
Drano, and 447 Klickitat hatchery adult spring Chinook have crossed the dam to date.   
 
Bonneville Pool – Bank anglers just outside Drano Lake averaged a little better than a fish per every 4 rods.  Effort is 
increasing with up to a few dozen anglers per day. 
 
The Dalles Pool – Bank and boat anglers are catching some spring Chinook. 
 
John Day Pool – Bank anglers kept/released an adult Chinook per every 3 rods while boat anglers averaged one per 
every 4.5 rods.  About two-thirds of the fish were kept.   
 
From Bonneville Dam to McNary Dam, an estimated 1,459 angler trips have produced 92 adult spring Chinook kept 
and 40 released through April 19.   Prior to the run size update, 1,376 fish (including mortalities) have been 
allocated to the sport fishery from Bonneville Dam to the WA/OR state line.   

 
Sturgeon 
 

The Dalles Pool – Slow for legal size fish. 
 
John Day Pool – Bank anglers are catching some legals. 

 
 
Walleye and Bass 



 
The Dalles Pool – Based on a small sample, boat anglers averaged about 4 walleye and 4 bass per rod.  So far, creel 
sampling personnel have checked 742 walleye kept this season.   
 
John Day Pool – Including fish released, boat anglers averaged nearly 4.5 walleye and 3.5 bass per rod.  A total of 
1,556 walleye have been checked by creel staff so far this season.   

 
 
Trout 
 

Opening day creel checks are available @ http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/creel/lowland/2015.html. 
 
Goose Lake – From John Weinheimer, WDFW Region 5 Fish Biologist:  The plan is to plant Goose Lake right before 
Memorial Day with thousands of catchable browns and cutthroat trout. We are getting lots of calls because of the 
early access.  We are waiting so we can get the fish to the right size. 
 
Recent trout plants into year-round waters.  No report on angling success. 
 

• BATTLE GROUND LK (CLAR) 

 Apr 17, 2015 Rainbow 210 0.67 TROUT LODGE 
COMMERCIAL 

Average 1.5 lbs. each 

• KRESS LK (COWL) 

 Apr 16, 2015 Rainbow 299 0.67 TROUT LODGE 
COMMERCIAL 

Average 1.5 lbs. each 
 
Last week 66 adult 
steelhead from Kalama 
Falls Hatchery were 
planted into Kress Lake:  1 
Kalama Hatchery Summer 
fish, 1 Skamania Summer 
fish, and 64  Kalama 
Hatchery Winter fish. 

• LACAMAS LK (CLAR) 

 Apr 22, 2015 Rainbow 6,000 2.3 VANCOUVER HATCHERY 

• LEWIS CO PRK PD-S (LEWI) 

 Apr 24, 2015 Rainbow 241 0.67 TROUT 
LODGE 
COMMERCIAL 

Average 1.5 lbs. each 

• LK SACAJAWEA (COWL) 

 Apr 13, 2015 Rainbow 2,850 2.5 GOLDENDALE HATCHERY 

• LTL ASH LK (SKAM) 

 Apr 22, 2015 Rainbow 850 2.5 GOLDENDALE HATCHERY 

• LTL KLICKITAT30.0067 

 Apr 22, 2015 Rainbow 350 2.5 GOLDENDALE HATCHERY  
Juveniles only 

 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/creel/lowland/2015.html
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=BATTLE%20GROUND%20LK%20(CLAR)&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=KRESS%20LK%20(COWL)&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=LACAMAS%20LK%20(CLAR)&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=LEWIS%20CO%20PRK%20PD-S%20(LEWI)&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=LK%20SACAJAWEA%20(COWL)&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=LTL%20ASH%20LK%20(SKAM)&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=LTL%20KLICKITAT30.0067&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC


Monthly Sturgeon Harvest estimates:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Totals: % As of Guidelines: 

Bonneville
1

107 46 2 155 14.1% Mar. 31 1,100

The Dalles 20 14 5 39 39.0% Mar. 31 100

John Day 40 28 33 101 20.2% Mar. 31 500
1
 Bonneville Pool closed to sturgeon retention effective March 1. It will re-open for a summer fishery June 19-21, June 26-28, and July 3-5.

Harvest estimates are calculated monthly.  All in-season estimates are preliminary.  

Current month sampled sturgeon kept:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Bonneville 22 12 1 35 Apr. 26

The Dalles 10 4 1 3 18 Apr. 26

John Day 6 6 8 12 32 Apr. 26

Samplers generally observe from 10% - 25% of total harvest.

WDFW Mid-Columbia River mainstem sport sampling summary ¹
April 20 - 26, 2015 The following table is a summary of numbers of fish observed by samplers.

Samplers generally observe from 10% - 25% of total harvest.

Sturgeon

Bank Leg Leg Over- 2015 Cum Boat Leg Leg Over- 2015 Cum Combined

Reservoir Anglers Subs Rel Kept size Leg Kept Boats Anglers Subs Rel Kept size Leg Kept Leg Kept

Bonneville Pool 2 33 35

The Dalles Pool 20 4 4 2 6 10 1 14 18

John Day Pool 10 1 5 5 10 6 3 27 32

Total 30 4 1 11 7 16 16 4 74 85

Bank Wild Wild Hat Hat 2015 Cum Boat Wild Wild Hat Hat 2015 Cum    Jacks Kept

Salmonids Anglers Kept Rel Kept Rel Leg Kept Boats Anglers Kept Rel Kept Rel Leg Kept Week Cum

Bonneville Pool 88 1 23

Chinook 1 23

Coho

Steelhead

The Dalles Pool 68 4 9 10 26 1 6 8 17

Chinook 4 7 1 6 6 13

Coho

Steelhead 2 2 4

John Day Pool 143 22 26 37 79 186 10 31 33 70 2 2

Chinook 22 26 32 10 31 32 64 2 2

Coho

Steelhead 5 1 6

Bank Leg 2015 Cum Boat Leg 2015 Cum

Walleye Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept Boats Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept

Bonneville Pool

The Dalles Pool 8 3 11 41 734 742

John Day Pool 9 18 36 29 131 1547 1556

Bank Leg 2015 Cum Boat Leg 2015 Cum

Bass Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept Boats Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept

Bonneville Pool

The Dalles Pool 1 3 14 21 21

John Day Pool 7 14 34 13 28 28

¹  Quantities include both Washington and Oregon samples.

Sturgeon Salmonids Walleye Bass

Bonneville Effort (as a % of 6-week average) none none none none

Catch Per Unit Effort none none none none

Harvest Per Unit Effort none none none none

The Dalles Effort (as a % of 6-week average) 111% 192% 31% 75%

Catch Per Unit Effort 0.58 0.12 3.73 4.67

Harvest Per Unit Effort none 0.11 3.73 none

John Day Effort (as a % of 6-week average) 69% 306% 51% 147%

Catch Per Unit Effort 0.50 0.27 4.44 3.36

Harvest Per Unit Effort 0.05 0.17 3.64 0.93



Washington lower Columbia tributaries salmonid sport sampling summaries - April 20-26.

        Chinook         Chinook         Chinook         Chinook

Bank             Kept             Rel.          Steelhead Boat             Kept             Rel.          Steelhead

Area Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other

Cowlitz River 278 92 5 1 0 4 1 0 78 22 5 0 0 6 0 0

Kalama River 50 7 0 0 3 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Wind River

mouth 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 428 134 0 4 0 0 0 0

gorge 14 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Drano Lake 49 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 225 113 0 4 0 0 0 0

Klickitat River 29 3 0 0 0 1 0 0


