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Columbia River Compact/Joint State Hearing  
A hearing is scheduled for 1:30 p.m. Tuesday May 5, 2015 via teleconference.  
One purpose is to consider non-Indian mainstem recreational salmon fisheries. 

 
Salmon/Steelhead 
 

Cowlitz River – Anglers on the lower river, where the creel census was primarily focused last week, are catching 
spring Chinook and some steelhead. 

During five days of operations at the Cowlitz Salmon Hatchery separator, last week Tacoma Power recovered: 

 486 winter-run steelhead, 1,736 spring Chinook salmon, 260 jacks, and six summer steelhead 

During the past week Tacoma Power employees released: 

 37 winter-run steelhead into the Tilton River at Gust Backstrom Park in Morton 

 55 steelhead, 1,535 adult spring Chinook and 225 jacks into Lake Scanewa above Cowlitz Falls Dam 

River flows at Mayfield Dam are approximately 3,220 cubic feet per second on Monday, May 4.  Water visibility is 14 
feet.  

Cowlitz Salmon Hatchery well renovation update (as of May 1) 

Tacoma Power is currently renovating five Cowlitz Salmon Hatchery wells. The trenching along the Barrier Dam boat 
launch road for the project has been completed. Construction will continue near the well pumps, so occasional traffic 
revisions may be necessary. Please be cautious when driving near construction crews. 

Lewis River – Light effort and catch for steelhead. 

Wind River – Boat anglers averaged a Chinook kept per every 3.6 rods last week.  Bank anglers at the mouth and in 
the gorge are getting an occasional fish. 

Drano Lake – A little more than a fish kept per every 2 boat anglers last week.  Bank anglers at the mouth are 
catching an occasional fish. 

Klickitat River – Bank anglers on the lower river are catching some spring Chinook.  Flows at Pitt tied a record low 
1,130 cfs seen in 1977.  The database spans 88 years.  IN FACT, SEVERAL OTHER STREAMS ARE HALF THE MEDIAN 
FLOWS FOR MAY 5 OR ARE ALREADY AT RECORD LOW FLOWS FOR THIS DATE.  FOR MORE INFORMATION, see 
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/current/?type=flow. 

CURRENT 

STATION # STATION NAME 
LONG TERM 

MEDIAN FLOW 
5/5 

DISCHARGE 
(ft 3/S) 

GAGE 
HEIGHT (ft) 

DATE/TIME 

14107000 KLICKITAT RIVER ABOVE WEST FORK 
NEAR GLENWOOD, WA 672 216 1.39 05/05 09:15 PDT 

14113000 KLICKITAT RIVER NEAR PITT, WA 2,380 1,130 4.38 05/05 09:00 PDT 

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/current/?type=flow
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14107000&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14113000&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065


14123500 WHITE SALMON RIVER NEAR 
UNDERWOOD, WA 1,520 792 4.03 05/05 09:00 PDT 

Lewis River Basin 

14216000 LEWIS RIVER ABOVE MUDDY RIVER 
NEAR COUGAR, WA 1,760 563 2.07 05/05 09:30 PDT 

14216500 MUDDY RIVER BELOW CLEAR CREEK 
NEAR COUGAR, WA 1,200 342 15.92 05/05 09:00 PDT 

14219000 CANYON CREEK NEAR AMBOY, WA 468 129 4.05 05/05 08:30 PDT 

14219800 SPEELYAI CREEK NEAR COUGAR, WA 94 22 3.36 05/05 09:00 PDT 

14220500 LEWIS RIVER AT ARIEL, WA 5,620 2,360 2.45 05/05 09:00 PDT 

14222500 

EAST FORK LEWIS RIVER NEAR 
HEISSON, WA 690 287 11.6 05/05 09:00 PDT 

Cowlitz River Basin 

14226500 COWLITZ RIVER AT PACKWOOD, WA 2,039 1,070 2.89 05/05 09:00 PDT 

14231000 COWLITZ RIVER AT RANDLE, WA 3,700 1,640 5.27 05/05 09:00 PDT 

14231900 CISPUS RIVER AB YELLOWJACKET 
CREEK NEAR RANDLE, WA 1,570 761 13.03 05/05 09:00 PDT 

14233500 COWLITZ RIVER NEAR KOSMOS, WA 6,160 2,360 -- 05/05 09:00 PDT 

14236200 TILTON RIVER AB BEAR CANYON 
CREEK NEAR CINEBAR, WA 834 343 3.3 05/05 08:45 PDT 

14238000 

COWLITZ RIVER BELOW MAYFIELD 
DAM, WA 6,300 3,080 10.18 05/05 09:30 PDT 

14240525 NF TOUTLE RIVER BELOW SRS NEAR 
KID VALLEY, WA 1,019 370 54.71 05/05 09:00 PDT 

14242580 TOUTLE RIVER AT TOWER ROAD 
NEAR SILVER LAKE, WA 2,230 809 4.06 05/05 09:00 PDT 

14243000 

COWLITZ RIVER AT CASTLE ROCK, 
WA 9,840 3,860 -- 05/05 09:30 PDT 

 
Yakima River - The lower Yakima River from the Highway 240 bridge in Richland (river mile 2.1) to the Grant Avenue 
bridge in Prosser (river mile 47.0) opened to fishing for hatchery spring Chinook on May 2.  The fishery will remain 
open through June 15. A second section of the Yakima River from the Interstate 82 bridge at Union Gap (river mile 
107.1) to the BNSF railroad bridge approximately 600 feet downstream of Roza Dam (river mile 127.8) will open on 
May 9.  Daily limit is two hatchery chinook, minimum size of 12 inches.  Terminal gear is restricted to two, single-
point, barbless hooks when fishing for salmon. Use of bait is allowed. Anglers must have the Columbia River 
salmon/steelhead endorsement in addition to a freshwater fishing license to fish for salmon in the Yakima River.  The 
use of two fishing poles is permitted during the salmon fishery provided the participating angler has purchased a 
“Two-Pole Endorsement”.  Hatchery salmon are identified by a missing adipose fin and a healed scar in the location 
of the missing fin.  Wild salmon (adipose fin intact) must be immediately released unharmed and cannot be removed 
from the water prior to release. 
 
Flows in the lower Yakima River were low over the weekend averaging roughly 1,800cfs.  Fishing was slow for both 
salmon and bass. WDFW staff interviewed 79 anglers fishing for salmon in the lower Yakima River that reported one 
hatchery adult chinook harvested and one wild adult chinook released.  An additional 24 anglers were interviewed 
that were fishing for smallmouth bass and channel catfish that reported 15 smallmouth bass caught.   

Sturgeon 

Lower Columbia mainstem below Bonneville Dam – Light effort though some boat anglers in the Vancouver area 
caught and released some legals.   

The Dalles and John Day pools – In The Dalles Pool, bank anglers caught some legals as did boaters in John Day Pool. 

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14123500&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14216000&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14216500&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14219000&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14219800&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14220500&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14222500&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14226500&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14231000&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14231900&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14233500&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14236200&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14238000&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14240525&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14242580&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv/?site_no=14243000&PARAmeter_cd=00060,00065


Walleye and Bass 

The Dalles and John Day pools – Including fish released, boat anglers in The Dalles Pool averaged 6.7 walleye per rod 
while those in John Day Pool averaged 5.5 fish per rod.  Boat anglers also averaged 6.6 and 8 bass kept/released per 
rod in The Dalles and John Day pools, respectively. 

Trout 

Plants of catchable size trout since opening day (April 26).  No report on angling success.  

• DAVIS LK (LEWI) 

 Apr 28, 2015 Rainbow 1,000 2.5 MOSSYROCK HATCHERY 

• KLINELINE PD (CLAR) 

 Apr 27, 2015 Brown Trout 3,000 2.5 VANCOUVER HATCHERY 

 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=DAVIS%20LK%20(LEWI)&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=KLINELINE%20PD%20(CLAR)&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC


Monthly Sturgeon Harvest estimates:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Totals: % As of Guidelines: 

Bonneville
1

107 46 2 155 14.1% Mar. 31 1,100

The Dalles 20 14 5 39 39.0% Mar. 31 100

John Day 40 28 33 101 20.2% Mar. 31 500
1
 Bonneville Pool closed to sturgeon retention effective March 1. It will re-open for a summer fishery June 19-21, June 26-28, and July 3-5.

Harvest estimates are calculated monthly.  All in-season estimates are preliminary.  

Current month sampled sturgeon kept:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Bonneville 22 12 1 35 May 3

The Dalles 10 4 1 5 0 20 May 3

John Day 6 6 8 12 2 34 May 3

Samplers generally observe from 10% - 25% of total harvest.

WDFW Mid-Columbia River mainstem sport sampling summary ¹
April 27 - May 3, 2015 The following table is a summary of numbers of fish observed by samplers.

Samplers generally observe from 10% - 25% of total harvest.

Sturgeon

Bank Leg Leg Over- 2015 Cum Boat Leg Leg Over- 2015 Cum Combined

Reservoir Anglers Subs Rel Kept size Leg Kept Boats Anglers Subs Rel Kept size Leg Kept Leg Kept

Bonneville Pool 2 33 35

The Dalles Pool 10 3 2 6 3 14 20

John Day Pool 5 7 15 23 2 2 4 29 34

Total 10 3 2 13 7 15 26 2 2 4 76 89

Bank Wild Wild Hat Hat 2015 Cum Boat Wild Wild Hat Hat 2015 Cum    Jacks Kept

Salmonids Anglers Kept Rel Kept Rel Leg Kept Boats Anglers Kept Rel Kept Rel Leg Kept Week Cum

Bonneville Pool 106 1 49

Chinook 1 49

Coho

Steelhead

The Dalles Pool 68 3 11 20 34 87 5 15 23 43

Chinook 3 11 18 5 15 21 39

Coho

Steelhead 2 2 4

John Day Pool 44 2 6 43 79 183 6 25 58 101 2

Chinook 2 6 38 6 25 57 95 2

Coho

Steelhead 5 1 6

Bank Leg 2015 Cum Boat Leg 2015 Cum

Walleye Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept Boats Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept

Bonneville Pool

The Dalles Pool 8 4 10 18 49 783 791

John Day Pool 9 33 59 41 284 1831 1840

Bank Leg 2015 Cum Boat Leg 2015 Cum

Bass Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept Boats Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept

Bonneville Pool

The Dalles Pool 6 13 77 9 30 30

John Day Pool 7 14 83 30 58 58

¹  Quantities include both Washington and Oregon samples.

Sturgeon Salmonids Walleye Bass

Bonneville Effort (as a % of 6-week average) none none none none

Catch Per Unit Effort none none none none

Harvest Per Unit Effort none none none none

The Dalles Effort (as a % of 6-week average) 48% 216% 39% 229%

Catch Per Unit Effort 0.80 0.22 6.70 6.62

Harvest Per Unit Effort 0.20 0.17 4.90 0.69

John Day Effort (as a % of 6-week average) 58% 159% 85% 122%

Catch Per Unit Effort 2.07 0.17 5.51 8.07

Harvest Per Unit Effort 0.13 0.14 4.81 2.14



Preliminary Washington lower Columbia River mainstem sport sampling summary

5/4/2015

Noon

Salmonid         Chinook         Chinook

Month/Week Bank             Kept          Released          Steelhead # Boat            Kept          Released          Steelhead

5/2-5/3 Sec. Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other Boats Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other

Bonneville 1 237 80 10 23 1 0 0 0 18 53 7 2 2 0 0 0 0

Camas/Washougal 2 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 37 79 12 1 1 1 0 0 0

3 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 40 107 8 1 4 0 0 0 0

Vancouver 4 111 11 1 3 2 0 0 0 79 184 23 3 7 0 0 0 0

Woodland 5 30 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 72 184 31 1 11 0 0 0 0

Kalama 6 39 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 98 234 42 4 4 3 0 0

Cowlitz 7

Longview 8 55 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 136 327 43 5 7 1 0 0

Cathlamet 9 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

private boats/bank 10 20 46 21 1 4 0 0 0 0

charter 10

Total 490 93 12 27 3 1 0 0 502 1219 187 18 40 5 0 0

Sturgeon

Bank Sublegals Legals Oversize Legals # Boat Sublegals Legals Oversize Legals

Sec. Anglers Rel. Rel. Rel. Kept Boats Anglers Rel. Rel. Rel. Kept

Bonneville 1 CLOSED 0 CLOSED

Camas/Washougal 2 CLOSED CLOSED

3 CLOSED CLOSED

Vancouver 4 CLOSED 2 6 30 10 4 CLOSED

Woodland 5 CLOSED CLOSED

Kalama 6 CLOSED CLOSED

Cowlitz 7  CLOSED CLOSED

Longview 8 CLOSED CLOSED

Cathlamet 9 CLOSED CLOSED

10 CLOSED CLOSED

Deep River + Knappton boats 10 CLOSED CLOSED

Cathlamet 10 CLOSED CLOSED

Total 0 0 0 0 CLOSED 2 6 30 10 4 CLOSED

Walleye

Bank # Boat

Sec. Anglers Kept Rel. Boats Anglers Kept Rel.

Bonneville 1

Camas/Washougal 2

3

Vancouver 4

Woodland 5

Kalama 6

Cowlitz 7

Longview 8

Cathlamet 9

Chinook/Elochoman 10

Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Washington lower Columbia tributaries salmonid sport sampling summaries - April 27-May 3.

        Chinook         Chinook         Chinook         Chinook

Bank             Kept             Rel.          Steelhead Boat             Kept             Rel.          Steelhead

Area Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other

Cowlitz River 147 8 0 0 0 1 1 0 39 19 5 0 0 0 0 0

Lewis River 3 CLOSED CLOSED 0 0 0 0 0 CLOSED CLOSED

Wind River

mouth 13 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 395 110 1 2 1 0 0 0

gorge 11 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

Drano Lake 26 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 368 198 1 2 0 0 0 0

Klickitat River 30 9 0 2 0 0 0 0


