
Creel Survey 
May 19, 2015 
Contributed by Joe Hymer 

Note:  There may be no report next week.   
 
Salmon/Steelhead 
 

Cowlitz River – Anglers are catching some adult and jack spring Chinook from the lower river where the sampling 
took place. 
 
Blue Creek from mouth to posted sign above rearing pond outlet – Effect June 1, the trout daily limit is 5 fish. Up to 
2 fish over 20 inches may be retained. Release wild cutthroats. Night closure and anti-snagging rules will be in effect. 
Open to all anglers. 
 
East Fork Lewis River from the mouth to 400 feet below Horseshoe Falls (except closures around various falls) and 
the Washougal River from the mouth to Salmon Falls Bridge – Under permanent rules these areas will be open to 
fishing with bait for hatchery steelhead beginning the first Saturday in June. 
 
Kalama River from Summers Creek upstream to 6420 Road (about 1 mile above gate at end of county road bridge) 
– Effective the first Saturday in June, up to 2 hatchery steelhead may be retained. Fly fishing only. 
 
North Fork Lewis River from Johnson Creek (located downstream from Lewis River Salmon Hatchery) upstream to 
overhead powerlines below Merwin Dam – Through May 31 CLOSED TO ALL FISHING. On June 1st this section will 
reopen to hatchery steelhead but remain closed for Chinook. 
 
Wind River – Boat anglers at the mouth are still catching some spring Chinook.  Effort is waning with just 17 boats 
last Sunday. 
 
Drano Lake – Boat anglers are catching some spring Chinook.  Effort is also waning here with just 15 boats counted 
last Sunday. 
 
Klickitat River – Bank anglers below Fisher Hill Bridge  are catching some spring Chinook. 
 
Yakima River – 6,798 adult spring chinook have passed the Prosser Diversion through May 14.  Flows in the Yakima 
River increased to over 3,000cfs this week but are beginning to recede.  WDFW staff interviewed 47 anglers fishing 
for salmon in the lower Yakima River during the past week (May 11-17). Anglers reported releasing one wild adult 
chinook.  An estimated 49 adult chinook (25 hatchery & 24 wild) have been caught in the fishery through May 17.  
The fishery in the lower Yakima River will remain open through June 15. 
 
Lower Columbia mainstem below Bonneville Dam – Last weekend we sampled  568 salmonid anglers (including 136 
boats) with 73 adult and 11 jack spring Chinook and 5 steelhead. 51 (70%) of the adult Chinook were kept.  We 
sampled 39 (76%) of the adult Chinook kept.  36 (92%) of the adult Chinook were upriver origin based on VSI.  4 
(80%) of the steelhead were kept.   
 
Effort was still fairly heavy last weekend with 555 boats and 821 bank anglers counted during last Saturday’s flight.  
  
Bonneville Dam passage through May 18 totals 187,360 adult Chinook. The U.S. v. Oregon Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) met today to review the status of the upriver spring Chinook run and did not change the previous 
in-season run update of 250,000 adult fish to the Columbia River. TAC expects the Bonneville Dam count to total 
approximately 235,000 adults.  
 



TODAY’S FACTOID:  In the Treaty Indian commercial fishery above Bonneville Dam, sea lion predation in the 
Bonneville Pool appear to have impacted catch rates.  

 
 
Sturgeon 
 

Lower Columbia mainstem below Bonneville Dam – Boat anglers in the Kalama to Longview area were releasing 
some legals.   
 
John Day Pool – Bank and boat anglers are catching some legals.  Through April, an estimated 193 (38.6%) of the 500 
fish guideline had been taken.  

 
 
Walleye, Bass, and Catfish 
 

Yakima River – Staff interviewed 83 anglers fishing for smallmouth bass and channel catfish that reported 45 
smallmouth bass and 15 channel catfish caught.  
 
Lower Columbia mainstem below Bonneville Dam – Pretty good for walleye for the couple boat anglers sampled in 
the Woodland area.   
 
The Dalles Pool – The few boat anglers sampled averaged nearly 3 walleye kept per rod.   
 
John Day Pool – Including fish released, boat anglers averaged over 4 walleye and 9 bass per rod.   

 
 
Trout 
 

Recent plants of catchable size rainbows.  No report on angling success.   
 

Lake/Pond Date Species Number 
Fish per 
Pound Hatchery Notes 

 

• KIDNEY LK (SKAM) 

 May 12, 2015 Rainbow 1,495 2.25 GOLDENDALE HATCHERY 
 

• KLINELINE PD (CLAR) 
  

 May 11, 2015 Rainbow 4,000 2 VANCOUVER HATCHERY 
  

• LTL KLICKITAT30.0067 
  

 May 11, 2015 Rainbow 500 2.5 GOLDENDALE HATCHERY 
Juvenile anglers only    

• SPEARFISH LK (KLIC) 
     

 May 11, 2015 Rainbow 1,500 2.5 GOLDENDALE HATCHERY 
      

 

 
Lake Scanewa (Cowlitz Falls Reservoir) – Beginning June 1, open to fishing for hatchery rainbows. 20,000 
catchable size rainbows expected to be planted from June through August. 
 
Some streams in Region 5 that open to fishing the Saturday before Memorial Day (and scheduled plants of 
catchable size rainbows) are Canyon (5,500) and Spring (3,000) creeks and the Little White Salmon 
River (3,000).  Just a note - Outlet and Bird Creeks in Klickitat County are no longer planted due to new 

     

 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=KIDNEY%20LK%20(SKAM)&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=KLINELINE%20PD%20(CLAR)&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=LTL%20KLICKITAT30.0067&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=SPEARFISH%20LK%20(KLIC)&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC


recovery efforts for the Oregon Spotted Frog. 

BONUS:  Puget Sound Creel Reports 
 
Halibut 
 

At John Wayne Marina on May 16, one halibut landed was an estimated 163 lbs. (68 inches)!     

 



Monthly Sturgeon Harvest estimates:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Totals: % As of Guidelines: 

Bonneville
1

107 46 2 --- 155 14.1% Apr. 30 1,100

The Dalles 20 14 5 47 86 86.0% Apr. 30 100

John Day 40 28 33 92 193 38.6% Apr. 30 500
1
 Bonneville Pool closed to sturgeon retention effective March 1. It will re-open for a summer fishery June 19-21, June 26-28, and July 3-5.

Harvest estimates are calculated monthly.  All in-season estimates are preliminary.  

Current month sampled sturgeon kept:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Bonneville 22 12 1 --- 35 May 17

The Dalles 10 4 1 5 5 25 May 17

John Day 6 6 8 12 10 42 May 17

Samplers generally observe from 10% - 25% of total harvest.

WDFW Mid-Columbia River mainstem sport sampling summary ¹
May 11 - 17, 2015 The following table is a summary of numbers of fish observed by samplers.

Samplers generally observe from 10% - 25% of total harvest.

Sturgeon

Bank Leg Leg Over- 2015 Cum Boat Leg Leg Over- 2015 Cum Combined

Reservoir Anglers Subs Rel Kept size Leg Kept Boats Anglers Subs Rel Kept size Leg Kept Leg Kept

Bonneville Pool 2 33 35

The Dalles Pool 7 2 1 9 16 25

John Day Pool 13 1 1 6 17 40 23 5 3 3 36 42

Total 20 2 2 1 17 17 40 23 5 3 3 85 102

Bank Wild Wild Hat Hat 2015 Cum Boat Wild Wild Hat Hat 2015 Cum    Jacks Kept

Salmonids Anglers Kept Rel Kept Rel Leg Kept Boats Anglers Kept Rel Kept Rel Leg Kept Week Cum

Bonneville Pool

Chinook

Coho

Steelhead

The Dalles Pool 24 26 50 2

Chinook 22 24 46 2

Coho

Steelhead 2 2 4

John Day Pool 51 67 118 3

Chinook 46 66 112 3

Coho

Steelhead 5 1 6

Bank Leg 2015 Cum Boat Leg 2015 Cum

Walleye Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept Boats Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept

Bonneville Pool

The Dalles Pool 8 3 7 19 826 834

John Day Pool 9 29 54 37 190 2216 2225

Bank Leg 2015 Cum Boat Leg 2015 Cum

Bass Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept Boats Anglers Rel Kept Leg Kept

Bonneville Pool

The Dalles Pool 1 2 41 43

John Day Pool 2 1 2 6 42 13 118 119

¹  Quantities include both Washington and Oregon samples.

Sturgeon Salmonids Walleye Bass

Bonneville Effort (as a % of 6-week average) none none none none

Catch Per Unit Effort none none none none

Harvest Per Unit Effort none none none none

The Dalles Effort (as a % of 6-week average) 35% none 72% 15%

Catch Per Unit Effort 0.43 none 2.38 none

Harvest Per Unit Effort 0.14 none 2.38 none

John Day Effort (as a % of 6-week average) 185% none 80% 36%

Catch Per Unit Effort 0.68 none 4.20 6.88

Harvest Per Unit Effort 0.08 none 3.52 1.63



Preliminary Washington lower Columbia River mainstem sport sampling summary

5/18/2015

10:00 AM

Salmonid         Chinook         Chinook

Month/Week Bank             Kept          Released          Steelhead # Boat            Kept          Released          Steelhead

May 16-17, 2015 Sec. Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other Boats Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other

Bonneville 1 102 28 6 8 0 0 0 0

Camas/Washougal 2 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 21 45 3 0 4 0 0 0 0

3 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 50 2 0 0 1 0 0 0

Vancouver 4 29 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 27 60 6 2 4 0 0 0 0

Woodland 5 33 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 26 64 4 0 2 0 0 0

Kalama 6 43 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 19 57 2 2 3 0 0 0 0

Cowlitz 7

Longview 8 8 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 12 34 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Cathlamet 9 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 15 3 0 1 0 0 0 0

private boats/bank 10 2 6 0 0 0 0 3 1 0

charter 10

Total 237 30 6 8 0 1 0 0 136 331 21 4 14 1 3 1

Sturgeon

Bank Sublegals Legals Oversize Legals # Boat Sublegals Legals Oversize Legals

Sec. Anglers Rel. Rel. Rel. Kept Boats Anglers Rel. Rel. Rel. Kept

Bonneville 1 CLOSED 0 CLOSED

Camas/Washougal 2 CLOSED CLOSED

3 CLOSED 1 4 30 0 0 CLOSED

Vancouver 4 CLOSED CLOSED

Woodland 5 CLOSED CLOSED

Kalama 6 CLOSED 1 5 0 1 0 CLOSED

Cowlitz 7  CLOSED CLOSED

Longview 8 CLOSED 3 11 31 3 0 CLOSED

Cathlamet 9 CLOSED CLOSED

10 CLOSED CLOSED

Deep River + Knappton boats 10 CLOSED CLOSED

Cathlamet 10 CLOSED CLOSED

Total 0 0 0 0 CLOSED 5 20 61 4 0 CLOSED

Walleye

Bank # Boat

Sec. Anglers Kept Rel. Boats Anglers Kept Rel.

Bonneville 1

Camas/Washougal 2 1 1 0 0

3

Vancouver 4

Woodland 5 1 2 8 0

Kalama 6

Cowlitz 7

Longview 8

Cathlamet 9

Chinook/Elochoman 10

Total 0 0 0 2 3 8 0



Washington lower Columbia tributaries salmonid sport sampling summaries - May 11-17.

        Chinook         Chinook         Chinook         Chinook

Bank             Kept             Rel.          Steelhead Boat             Kept             Rel.          Steelhead

Area Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other

Cowlitz River 99 4 1 0 0 1 0 0 21 3 2 0 0 0 0 0

Wind River

mouth 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 90 19 0 0 0 0 0 0

gorge

Drano Lake 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 226 41 1 0 0 0 0 0

Klickitat River 40 8 2 2 0 0 0 0


