
Creel Survey 
November 2, 2015 
Contributed by Joe Hymer 

Salmon/Steelhead 
 

Cowlitz River – Some fall Chinook and coho are being caught at the barrier dam and summer run steelhead around 
the trout hatchery.  Most of the fall Chinook were either dark or wild and were released.  Most of the coho were 
hatchery jacks that were voluntarily released.   

Last week Tacoma Power recovered 786 coho adults, 939 jacks, 607 fall Chinook adults, 29 jacks, 36 summer-run 
steelhead and eight cutthroat trout during five days of operations at the Cowlitz Salmon Hatchery separator. 

During the past week Tacoma Power employees released 313 fall Chinook adults, 14 jacks, six coho adults and four 
jacks at Franklin Bridge in Packwood and 125 coho adults and 311 jacks into the Cispus River near the mouth of 
Yellow Jacket Creek. 

During the week, Tacoma Power released 493 coho adults, 626 jacks, 249 fall Chinook adults, 13 jacks and four 
cutthroat trout into the Tilton River at Gust Backstrom Park in Morton. 

Of the 3,300 summer-run steelhead that have been recycled during the 2015 season, a total of 1,629 have been 
accounted for through Oct. 30. 

River flows at Mayfield Dam are approximately 4,910 cubic feet per second on Monday, Nov. 2.  

Coho Upstream Releases 

  
Total 

Returns 

Tilton River Lake Scanewa 
Cowlitz River 
at Packwood 

Cispus River 

Hatchery 
Natural 
Origin 

Hatchery 
Natural 
Origin 

Hatchery 
Natural 
Origin 

Hatchery 
Natural 
Origin 

Week 
ending 
Oct 30, 
2015 

784 388 105 0 0 6 0 122 3 

Season 
to date 

3,255 1,336 393 0 0 169 51 227 9 

Lewis River – Anglers are catching some fall Chinook and coho.   Flows below Merwin Dam are currently 2,100 cfs, or 
less than half the long-term mean for this date.  

Drano Lake – Bank anglers are catching some coho while boat anglers are catching some fall Chinook.   
 
Klickitat River – Bank anglers are catching some fall Chinook while boat anglers are catching some coho.  Flows at Pitt 
are currently 1,400 cfs, nearly twice the long-term mean for this date.   
 
Lower Columbia mainstem below Bonneville Dam – Anglers were still catching some fall Chinook and coho.  The 
creel census program is done until February 2016. 
 
Bonneville Pool – Boat anglers are catching some fall Chinook and coho.  
 



 
Sturgeon 
 

Lower Columbia mainstem below Bonneville Dam – Boat anglers in the Vancouver area are catching some legals 
during the current catch-and-release only fishery.     

 
 
Walleye 
 

Lower Columbia mainstem below Bonneville Dam – Light effort though some legals were reported caught in the 
Camas/Washougal area.          

 
 
TODAY’S BONUS FACTOID 
 

Well it finally happened – this year’s Bonneville Dam adult fall Chinook cumulative count to-date has surpassed 
the record set during the same period in 2013.  As of Saturday October 31, a total of 950,250 adults had been 
counted at the dam.  From August 1-October 31, 2013 a total of 950,087 adults had been tallied.    

 



Preliminary Washington lower Columbia River mainstem sport sampling summary

Nov. 2

11:30 AM

Salmonid         Chinook                Coho         Chinook            Coho

Month/Week Bank             Kept          Released             Kept          Released          Steelhead # Boat            Kept          Released             Kept          Released          Steelhead

Oct. 26-31 Sec. Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other Boats Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other

Bonneville 1 39 17 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

Camas/Washougal 2 0 13 23 4 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1

3 3 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Vancouver 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 19 42 10 1 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 0

Woodland 5 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 7 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Kalama 6 24 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Cowlitz 7

Longview 8

Cathlamet 9

private boats/bank 10

charter 10

Total 69 17 1 1 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 39 78 21 1 0 0 4 0 2 0 0 0 1

Sturgeon

Bank Sublegals Legals Oversize Legals # Boat Sublegals Legals Oversize Legals

Sec. Anglers Rel. Rel. Rel. Kept Boats Anglers Rel. Rel. Rel. Kept

Bonneville 1 CLOSED 0 CLOSED

Camas/Washougal 2 CLOSED CLOSED

3 CLOSED CLOSED

Vancouver 4 CLOSED 1 2 0 4 0 CLOSED

Woodland 5 CLOSED CLOSED

Kalama 6 CLOSED CLOSED

Cowlitz 7 CLOSED CLOSED

Longview 8 CLOSED CLOSED

Cathlamet 9 CLOSED CLOSED

10 CLOSED CLOSED

Deep River + Knappton boats 10 CLOSED CLOSED

Cathlamet 10 CLOSED CLOSED

Total 0 0 0 0 CLOSED 1 2 0 4 0 CLOSED

Walleye

Bank # Boat

Sec. Anglers Kept Rel. Boats Anglers Kept Rel.

Bonneville 1

Camas/Washougal 2 1 2 0 0

3

Vancouver 4

Woodland 5

Kalama 6

Cowlitz 7

Longview 8

Cathlamet 9

Chinook/Elochoman 10

Total 0 0 0 1 2 0 0



Washington lower Columbia tributaries plus Bonneville and The Dalles pools salmonid sport sampling summaries - Oct. 26-Nov. 1.

        Chinook         Chinook           Coho           Coho         Chinook         Chinook           Coho           Coho

Bank             Kept             Rel.             Kept             Rel.          Steelhead Boat             Kept             Rel.             Kept             Rel.          Steelhead

Area Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other

Cowlitz River 113 4 0 49 2 9 2 5 49 6 0 0 16 0 0 1 0 0 2 1 0

North Fork Lewis River 51 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 6 1 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 0

Drano Lake 5 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Klickitat River 21 9 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bonneville Pool 16 2 0 3 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0


