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Salmon/Steelhead 

Cowlitz River – Fall Chinook are mainly being caught by the barrier dam, summer run steelhead and sea run 
cutthroats by the trout hatchery, and coho scattered throughout the river.  Most of the fall Chinook were released 
(dark or wild) and over half the coho kept were jacks.   

Last week Tacoma Power recovered 984 fall Chinook adults, 51 jacks, 873 coho adults, 1,084 jacks, 40 summer-run 
steelhead and six cutthroat trout during five days of operations at the Cowlitz Salmon Hatchery separator. 

During the past week, Tacoma Power employees released 451 fall Chinook adults, 20 jacks, 43 coho adults and 171 
jacks at the Franklin Bridge in Packwood. 

During the week, Tacoma Power released 353 fall Chinook adults, 23 jacks, 550 coho adults and 811 jacks, and one 
cutthroat trout into the Tilton River at Gust Backstrom Park in Morton. 

Of the 3,300 summer-run steelhead that have been recycled during the 2015 season, a total of 1,625 have been 
accounted for through Oct. 23. 

River flows at Mayfield Dam are approximately 3,720 cubic feet per second on Monday, Oct. 26.  

Lewis River – Anglers are catching some fall Chinook, coho, and steelhead.   

Flows below Merwin Dam are currently 1,820 cfs, about 2/3 of the long-term mean of 2,740 cfs for this date.   

Drano Lake – Anglers are still catching some fall Chinook and coho though a lot of the fish are getting dark.  Effort is 
light. 

Klickitat River – Bank anglers averaged over ½ Chinook per rod when including fish released.  Fishing is slow for coho. 

Lower Columbia mainstem below Bonneville Dam – For this late in the season, strong effort and Chinook catches 
from the mouth of the Cowlitz upstream.   Overall, last week we sampled 339 salmonid anglers (including  97 boats) 
with 96 adult and 5 jack fall Chinook, 33 adult and 4 jack coho and 1 steelhead. Though any Chinook could be kept, 4 
adults were released.     
 
18 (55%) of the adult coho were kept.  The steelhead was released.   
 
Last Saturday (Oct. 24), 159 boats and 67 bank anglers were observed during the sport effort flight count.   
 
Bonneville Pool  – Still a few fall Chinook being caught.  With the lack of coho, effort is dropping with just a dozen 
boats counted off the Klickitat last Saturday.   
 
Hanford Reach – We are heading into the final week of the Hanford Reach fall Chinook fishery.  The fishery will close 
on October 31.  Last week harvest was estimated at 2,566 fall Chinook (2,467 adults and 98 jacks).  WDFW estimates 
there were 2,465 anglers fishing in the Hanford Reach. To date, over 35,000 fall Chinook have been harvested in the 
Hanford Reach by 47,770 anglers.  This is a record harvest for fall Chinook in the Hanford Reach exceeding last year’s 
record of 32,427 Chinook. 
 



Overall, anglers fishing in the Hanford Reach average 3.4 Chinook per boat, 4.5 angler hours per fish, slightly better 
than the week prior. Bank anglers are picking up a few fall Chinook each day at the Ringold Springs Access area.  This 
past week 60 Chinook were harvested off the bank. 
 
Hanford Reach “King of the Reach” Wild Broodstock Collection Project 
WDFW is collecting wild broodstock by “hook and line” for Priest Rapids Hatchery this Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
(October 30 – November 1).  This is a unique opportunity for anglers to fish the late season in the upstream areas of 
the Hanford Reach and help WDFW improve the genetics of our hatchery produced fall Chinook.  WDFW is 
estimating over 200,000 fall Chinook will be spawning in the Hanford Reach this year so the fishing should be 
excellent.  Hatchery fish tankers will be parked at the two boat launches to collect live wild Chinook caught during the 
three day project.  Fish will need to be immediately transported alive back to the boat launch after landing to ensure 
survival of the fish until ready to spawn.  No harvest is allowed during this project.  Any anglers who would like to 
participate in this project are welcome to volunteer.  Anglers must register each morning at either the Vernita or 
White Bluffs boat launches to participate. Anyone needing more details on the project can contact Paul Hoffarth at 
509-545-2284 or by email at Paul.Hoffarth@dfw.wa.gov.  
 
The Tri-cities Chapter of the Coastal Conservation Association (CCA) will be holding a derby during the project and 
anglers are encouraged to register for the derby. Thousands of dollars in prizes will be awarded to derby participants 
for the most live salmon turned in per boat per day and overall for the three day event.  Random prizes will be 
awarded as well.  Derby entries will be available at www.ccawashington.org/KingoftheReach and selected sporting 
goods stores.  Information is also available from CCA Tri-Cities President Don McBride (509)554-9202/ 
don.mcbride@live.com or Dana Mueller (509) 554-9159/ damueller57@hotmail.com.  

 
Sturgeon  
 

Lower Columbia below Bonneville Dam – Light effort and catches during the current catch-and-release fishery. 
 
 
Walleye 
 

Lower Columbia mainstem below Bonneville Dam – Boat anglers are catching some walleye in the 
Camas/Washougal area.   

 
 
Trout 
 

Carlisle Lake – Planted with 85 five pound rainbows Oct. 21.  No report on angling success.   
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Preliminary Washington lower Columbia River mainstem sport sampling summary

Oct. 26

1:30 PM

Salmonid         Chinook                Coho         Chinook            Coho

Month/Week Bank             Kept          Released             Kept          Released          Steelhead # Boat            Kept          Released             Kept          Released          Steelhead

Oct. 19-25 Sec. Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other Boats Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other

Bonneville 1 64 10 0 0 0 2 1 4 0 0 0 0 3 9 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Camas/Washougal 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 26 50 20 0 4 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 5

3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Vancouver 4 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 39 78 28 2 0 0 6 0 3 1 0 0 0

Woodland 5 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 47 22 3 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0

Kalama 6 29 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 5 11 3 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Cowlitz 7 7 12 2 0 0 0 5 2 3 0 0 0 0

Longview 8 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Cathlamet 9

private boats/bank 10

charter 10

Total 130 13 0 0 0 2 1 5 0 0 1 0 97 209 79 5 4 0 16 2 10 1 0 0 5

Sturgeon

Bank Sublegals Legals Oversize Legals # Boat Sublegals Legals Oversize Legals

Sec. Anglers Rel. Rel. Rel. Kept Boats Anglers Rel. Rel. Rel. Kept

Bonneville 1 CLOSED 0 CLOSED

Camas/Washougal 2 CLOSED 1 2 3 1 0 CLOSED

3 CLOSED CLOSED

Vancouver 4 CLOSED 1 4 0 0 0 CLOSED

Woodland 5 CLOSED CLOSED

Kalama 6 CLOSED CLOSED

Cowlitz 7 CLOSED CLOSED

Longview 8 CLOSED CLOSED

Cathlamet 9 CLOSED CLOSED

10 CLOSED CLOSED

Deep River + Knappton boats 10 CLOSED CLOSED

Cathlamet 10 CLOSED CLOSED

Total 0 0 0 0 CLOSED 2 6 3 1 0 CLOSED

Walleye

Bank # Boat

Sec. Anglers Kept Rel. Boats Anglers Kept Rel.

Bonneville 1

Camas/Washougal 2 5 11 7 0

3

Vancouver 4

Woodland 5

Kalama 6

Cowlitz 7

Longview 8

Cathlamet 9

Chinook/Elochoman 10

Total 0 0 0 5 11 7 0



Washington lower Columbia tributaries plus Bonneville and The Dalles pools salmonid sport sampling summaries - Oct. 19-25.

        Chinook         Chinook           Coho           Coho         Chinook         Chinook           Coho           Coho

Bank             Kept             Rel.             Kept             Rel.          Steelhead Boat             Kept             Rel.             Kept             Rel.          Steelhead

Area Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Other

Cowlitz River 199 20 0 70 2 12 10 4 6 10 0 7 cutts kept 55 0 0 9 1 10 14 9 2 0 3 17 cutts kept

2 cutts rel.

North Fork Lewis River 89 5 1 11 0 5 2 4 0 1 0 0 15 1 0 4 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 0

Drano Lake 15 1 0 1 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Klickitat River 43 22 3 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0

Bonneville Pool 16 2 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0


