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Salmon/Steelhead 

Fall salmon regulation changes scheduled to begin August 1 

With the forecasted reduced run size, anglers will be limited to two hatchery adult coho (was previously 6 fish) on all 
tributaries to the lower Columbia River. Those rivers include:  

 Deep River 

 Mainstem Grays River including West Fork 

 Elochoman River 

 Cowlitz River 

 Toutle River 

 North Fork Toutle River 

 Green River (Cowlitz Co.) 

 Tilton River; 

 Cispus River 

 Kalama River 

 Lewis River including North Fork 

 Washougal River 

 Klickitat River   

In an effort to remove stray hatchery fish from the spawning grounds, for the first time ever hatchery Chinook and 
hatchery coho will be allowed to be retained during hatchery steelhead seasons on: 

 Delemeter Creek 

 Olequa Creek 

 Stillwater Creek 

 Lacamas Creek (Lewis Co.) 

 Salmon Creek (Lewis Co.)  

 Outlet Creek (Cowlitz Co.)  

 South Fork Toutle River  

 Blue Creek (Lewis Co.) from mouth to posted sign above rearing pond outlet  

 Mill Creek (Lewis Co.) from mouth to hatchery road crossing culvert  

 East Fork Lewis River from mouth to 400 feet downstream of Horseshoe Falls  

 Salmon Creek (Clark Co.) from mouth to 182 Ave.  

 Little Washougal River  

 West (North) Fork Washougal River  

 Hamilton Creek  

 Lower Rock Creek (Skamania Co.) from mouth to falls  

 White Salmon River from county road bridge upstream to 400 feet below Big Brother Falls  

In an effort to further reduce snagging, fish must be hooked inside the mouth when the anti-snagging rule is in effect 
on several additional lower Columbia River tributaries including: 

 Grays River from mouth to Hwy. 4 Bridge and West Fork  

 Grays River from Hwy. 4 Bridge to South Fork  

 Elochoman River from mouth to West Fork  



 White Salmon River from the mouth upstream to the county road bridge below the former location of the 
powerhouse  

 Drano Lake  

 Mainstem Columbia from Bonneville Dam upstream to McNary Dam 

This would make the anti-snagging rule with the hooked inside the mouth restriction consistent in the Washington 
tributaries from the Grays River upstream to the Klickitat River. 

Buoy 10 – The Buoy 10 fishery will begin on August 1 with a two fish of which one may be an Chinook daily limit through 
September 5 (Labor Day). Chinook retention on Sundays and Mondays during this timeframe will be limited to hatchery 
fish with an adipose fin clip. From September 6-30, Chinook retention is closed. From October 1 through December 31, 
the daily limit will be two adults.  From August 1 through December 31, only one hatchery steelhead may be kept. 

Catch (and release mortality) expectations total 48,500 Chinook and 22,700 Coho (including 2,460 unmarked 
mortalities). 

Mainstem Columbia from the Rocky Point/Tongue Point line upstream to Bonneville Dam - Will be open August 1 
through December 31 but only one hatchery steelhead may be retained and Chinook retention seasons and daily limits 
vary by river section. The following describes the expected season and daily limits separated by area: 

 From the Rocky Point/Tongue Point line upstream to the Lewis River/Warrior Rock line, any Chinook 
retention is allowed August 1 through September 9 is followed by a Chinook Mark Selective Fishery (adipose fin 
clip only) from September 10 - 14. The daily limit for both fisheries is two adults of which only one may be a 
Chinook.  The area will be closed for Chinook retention from September 15-30.  

 From the Lewis River/Warrior Rock line upstream to Bonneville Dam, any Chinook retention allowed will be 
August 1 through December 31 with a two adult daily limit.  

Harvest (including release mortality) expectations include 33,620 adult Chinook and 1,570 adult Coho. 

Mainstem Columbia from Bonneville Dam to the Highway 395 Bridge in Pasco - Will begin be open August 1 with a 
two adult  daily limit through December 31. Beginning September 1, only one hatchery steelhead may be kept from 
Bonneville Dam upstream to McNary Dam and from McNary Dam upstream to the Highway 395 Bridge beginning 
November 1.  

The total catch expectation is nearly 8,000 adult Chinook.  

From Buoy 10 upstream to the Oregon/Washington border - Each angler aboard a vessel may deploy recreational 
salmon/steelhead gear until the daily salmonid limit for all anglers aboard has been achieved. 

Cowlitz River – No creel sampling last week. 

Wind River – Effort an catch is light at the mouth.  2 boat anglers had no catch. 

Drano Lake – Effort is light but steelhead catch is good, especially for boat anglers averaging a fish per rod when 
including fish released.  7 bank anglers released 1 wild steelhead.  42 boat anglers kept 29 steelhead and released 16 
fish.       

Lower Columbia mainstem below Bonneville Dam - Last week we sampled 1,466 salmonid anglers (including 223 
boats) with 56 adult and 9 jack summer Chinook, 192 steelhead, and 30 sockeye.  Just 23 (41%) of the adult Chinook 
were kept.  101 (53%) of the steelhead and all of the sockeye were kept.   

 
Sturgeon 



 
Lower Columbia mainstem from the marker 82 line downstream -  We sampled 28 sturgeon anglers (including 6  
boats) with 27 legals released.  The majority of the fish were caught in the Kalama area.   

 
 
Walleye 
 

Lower Columbia mainstem below Bonneville Dam – We sampled 16 walleye anglers (12 boats) with 9 fish kept and 
18 released.  All the catch was sampled in the Camas/Washougal area.  

 
Trout 

 
Merwin Reservoir was planted with some large rainbows last week.  No report on angling success.   
 

Lake/Pond Date Species Number 
Fish per 
Pound 

Hatchery Notes 

LK MERWIN (COWL) 
Cowlitz County - Region 5 

Jul 11, 2016 Rainbow 1,232 0.18 MERWIN HATCHERY   

LK MERWIN (COWL) 
Cowlitz County - Region 5 

Jul 11, 2016 Rainbow 1,277 0.8 MERWIN HATCHERY 
 

 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=LK+MERWIN+%28COWL%29&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/plants/weekly/search.php?searchby=LakeStocked&search=LK+MERWIN+%28COWL%29&orderby=LakeStocked%20ASC,%20StockDate%20DESC


Preliminary Washington lower Columbia River mainstem sport sampling summary

7/18/2016

3:00 PM

Salmonid         Chinook         Chinook

Month/Week Bank             Kept          Released          Steelhead          Sockeye # Boat            Kept          Released          Steelhead          Sockeye

July 11-17, 2016 Sec. Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Kept Rel. Other Boats Anglers Adults Jacks Adults Jacks Kept Rel. Kept Rel. Other

Bonneville 1 110 2 1 2 0 7 16 0 0 0 7 11 1 0 1 0 0 3 0 0 0

Camas/Washougal 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 47 0 0 1 1 4 6 0 0 0

3 60 0 0 0 0 4 4 2 0 0 5 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Vancouver 4 237 6 1 4 1 14 22 1 0 0 31 68 0 1 4 0 2 4 0 0 0

Woodland 5 143 1 0 2 0 5 3 0 0 0 39 88 1 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 0

Kalama 6 180 10 0 10 0 2 0 0 0 0 32 69 2 1 6 1 8 7 0 0 0

Cowlitz 7 9 22 0 0 1 0 4 2 0 0 0

Longview 8 222 0 0 0 0 22 12 0 0 0 64 126 0 0 0 0 17 7 0 0 0

Cathlamet 9 37 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 8 20 0 0 0 0 7 3 0 0 0

private boats/bank 10 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 5 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

charter 10

Total 998 19 2 18 1 56 59 3 0 0 223 468 4 2 15 2 45 32 0 0 0

Sturgeon

Bank Sublegals Legals Oversize Legals # Boat Sublegals Legals Oversize Legals

Sec. Anglers Rel. Rel. Rel. Kept Boats Anglers Rel. Rel. Rel. Kept

Bonneville 1 CLOSED 0 CLOSED

Camas/Washougal 2 2 0 1 0 CLOSED 1 3 4 2 0 CLOSED

3 CLOSED CLOSED

Vancouver 4 CLOSED 1 3 0 0 0 CLOSED

Woodland 5 1 0 0 0 CLOSED CLOSED

Kalama 6 2 1 0 0 CLOSED 3 14 24 20 6 CLOSED

Cowlitz 7 CLOSED CLOSED

Longview 8 CLOSED CLOSED

Cathlamet 9 CLOSED CLOSED

10 CLOSED 1 3 12 4 0 CLOSED

Deep River + Knappton boats 10 CLOSED CLOSED

Cathlamet 10 CLOSED CLOSED

Total 5 1 1 0 CLOSED 6 23 40 26 6 CLOSED

Shad

Bank # Boat

Sec. Anglers Kept Rel. Boats Anglers Kept Rel.

Bonneville 1

Camas/Washougal 2

3

Vancouver 4

Woodland 5

Kalama 6

Cowlitz 7

Longview 8

Cathlamet 9

Chinook/Elochoman 10

Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Walleye

Bank # Boat

Sec. Anglers Kept Rel. Boats Anglers Kept Rel.

Bonneville 1

Camas/Washougal 2 11 14 9 18

3

Vancouver 4

Woodland 5

Kalama 6 1 2 0 0

Cowlitz 7

Longview 8

Cathlamet 9

Chinook/Elochoman 10

Total 0 0 0 12 16 9 18


