KLICKITAT COUNTY

NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
127 W. Court Street MS-CH 26, Goldendale WA 98620
Office: 509-773-2410

Fax: 509-773-4521

October 12,2012

Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife
Natural Resources Building

1111 Washington St. SE

Otympia, WA 98501

Dear Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife,

Klickitat County supports Option 1 of the 2013-2014 WDFW sport fishing proposed rule change #9,
remove size and daily limits for bass and walleye and daily limits for channel catfish in the Columbia
River, Snake River and their tributaries, as )isted.

Although not currently included within the areas proposed for the removal of size and daily limits for bass
and walleye from sport fishing regulations, Klickitat County advocates for the inclusion of the Columbia
River and its tributaries below McNary Dam. This change might need to be coordinated with the State of
Oregon, but could be highly beneficial in reducing negative interactions between Endangered Species Act
(ESA) listed anadromous fish and non-native, predatory warm water fish in these reaches as well. The
impact of warm water predatory fish on ESA listed anadromous species below McNary Dam is not
entirely known, but is likely substantial." Given that the middle Columbia River and its tributaries support
ESA listed salmonids and is also a migratory corridor for out migrating smolts from the Upper Columbia,
Yakima, and Snake River Basins, it would be beneficial to include these specific reaches in the proposed
rule change.

Additionally, we strongly recommend the specific inclusion of the White Salmon River, Kljckitat River
and Rock Creek in the proposed rule change (which might be done without consulting Oregon) — at least
to the extent they are backwatered from the Bonneville and John Day pools if not the entire anadromous
portions. This section of the Columbia River and the backwatered portion of its tributaries are conducive
to warm water fish propagation — addressing current management options by removing the size and daily
limits for non-native warm water fish would likely be beneficial to ESA listed anadromous fish and align
with existing recovery efforts.”

In summary:

e We support Option 1 of the 2013-2013 WDFW sport fish proposed rule change #9.
e We advocate for the additional inclusion of the Columbia River and its tributaries below McNary
Dam in the proposed rule change.

e We strongly encourage removing the size and daily limits for bass and walleye and daily limits
for channel catfish in the White Salmon River, Klickitat River and Rock Creek.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposed rule change.
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