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Ashbrook, Charmane E (DFW)

From: Burley, Craig C (DFW)
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2015 1:06 PM
To: Ashbrook, Charmane E (DFW)
Subject: FW: Year Round Fishing at Summit Lake

Hi Charmane 
 
Will you please add this to the online public comments. 
 
Thanks 
 
Craig 
 
 
From: Becky Barmuta [mailto:beckyu222@aol.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2015 12:01 AM 
To: Cunningham, Kelly J (DFW) 
Subject: Year Round Fishing at Summit Lake 
 
Hi Kelly, 
  
My name is Becky Barmuta and I am a resident of Summit Lake. It’s my desire to make
you aware of my objection to the proposal that the Department of Fish and Wildlife is
considering, and appears to be supporting, to open Summit Lake to year round
fishing.  I know this in itself sounds very minor, but actually it is not. The residents of
Summit Lake actually drink the lake water and it is a watershed area. Summit Lake is
the only lake in Thurston County in which the residents actually drink the water. To
complicate matters, it’s our only water source! We have no other alternate water 
sources, so it’s vital for us to protect our water, even from those concerns that could
be “tipping points”!! 
  
To that end, our community met with the Director of the WDFW, Jim Unsworth, to voice
our concerns, but to be honest he seemed uninterested in what we had to say. Maybe
it’s because it’s not his family drinking the water! I honestly don’t know; however, my
family does drink the water, and I want to believe the Washington State government
and its representatives are going to help me protect my family from unnecessary
exposure to additional contaminants.  
  
What is frustrating is that it appears the requests of 9 citizens to open Summit Lake 
Year Round (one of which was a WDFW biologist), will trump the needs of 600 
homeowners who have a fairly reasonable request: keep the fishing season/boat
access to the lake as it is, the traditional fishing season, or half the year.  
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Could you please help us get the WDFW to take into consideration the fact the Summit
Lake is a Water Shed and we as a community work very hard to protect the health of
the Water Shed because our families' health depends on Summit Lake remaining a
healthy body of water? Please, Thurston County can live with Summit Lake remaining
open 6 months a year.  There is no reason to put our families at risk. The WDFW
Commission is considering adding 5 Thurston County Lakes to year round fishing this
year (more than any other county in the state). If they only approve 4 of the 5, leaving
Summit Lake as it is, they will still have 75% of the lakes in Thurston County open year
round, one of the highest (if not the highest) percentages in the state. My point is that
opening Summit Lake year round does not appear to be a “have to” situation by any
stretch of the imagination, and we would appreciate if the WDFW would listen to our
concerns and error on the side of safety.  

Thank you for your consideration,   

  
Becky Barmuta 

935 Summit Lake Shore Road NW 

Olympia, WA  98502 

360-915-7048  


