2014-15 Puget Sound Fishing Prospects

The 2014-15 fishing rules are available online and
with license vendors. Puget Sound consists of
sheltered and scenic waters from Sekiu to Olympia
for those who fish from boats or shore, including
flyfishing. Puget Sound also has some productive
rivers, though it can get crowded. For more

information visit wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/.

Shellfish:

e Crab: wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/crab/

e Shrimp: wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/shrimp/

e Squid*: wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/squid/
*Fish during the fall through winter.

Bottomfish: (Area 12 closed)

¢ Flounder/sole: Year-round with easiest fishing
July-September as they move to the flats.

e Halibut: Typically runs mid-May to mid-June on
specific days. Try fishing up north.

e Lingcod: Typically runs mid-May to mid-June.

Trout:
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e Sea-run Coastal Cutthroat: Year-round (catch and release only) with best fishing in late fall

to spring. Great opportunities exist in Areas 11 and 13, including for resident coho.

e Steelhead: Try the Skykomish system and from shore in Areas 8-1 and 9 for hatchery fish.

e Trout: Most systems have good opportunities with unique fishing in the headwaters.

Salmon: wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/salmon/

e Summer Chinook: Typically starts in July with strong hatchery runs likely returning to
Area 12 (Skokomish River) and interior Puget Sound (Deschutes, Nisqually, Samish, Skagit

and Snohomish/Skykomish systems).

e Winter Chinook (blackmouth): Typically runs from October through April in marine areas.
Try fishing where the best reports are coming from wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/creel/puget/.

e Summer Coho: Can be caught from shore in marine areas similar to pink salmon. Strong
runs likely in the Green, Nisqually, Nooksack, Puyallup, Skagit, Snohomish and Lake
Washington systems. Fishing should be great in most marine areas this year.

e Sockeye: Skagit River (June 14-29), Baker Lake (July-Aug) and Areas 5, 6, and 7 (July-Aug).

e Chum: Areas 10, 11, 12, and 13 (including rivers).



http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/salmon/

