Lower Columbia River HGMPs: Comments received via e-mail

1) Letter from Wild Steelhead Coalition website
http://wildsteelheadcoalition.org/2012/09/comment-hatchery-plans-for-lower-columbia/
To: HGMP-LCRcomments (DFW)

Subject Comments for SF Toulte, EF Lewis, and Coweeman Rivers

I am writing you to express my opposition to the continued release of hatchery steelhead into the South
Fork Toutle, Coweeman, and East Fork Lewis Rivers as outlined in the recent Lower Columbia River
Hatchery Genetic Management Plans. Releasing non-native hatchery fish into watersheds without
collection facilities conflicts with the departments own policies as outlined in the Statewide Steelhead
Management Plan, and undermines the productivity of wild populations in these basins, jeopardizing the
recovery of ESA listed Lower Columbia steelhead. The Hatchery Scientific Review Group for the
Columbia has identified the East Fork Lewis, South Fork Toutle and Coweeman as primary populations,
and set 5% as the acceptable threshold for the percentage of hatchery origin spawners (pHOS). WDFW’s
own estimates indicate that on average 70% of the spawning escapement in the Lewis consists of hatchery
summer steelhead. While the department has reduced the number of fish released in the East Fork the
absence of a hatchery collection facility in the basin means that even reductions in the size of hatchery
releases will not bring the pHOS anywhere near HSRG guidelines.

Despite the lack of direct estimates of the % hatchery origin spawners in the South Fork Toutle and
Coweeman the problem posed by the absence of collection facilities in these watersheds means that the
threat posed by hatchery spawners to wild populations is likely very substantial. The HSRG identified
each of these three watersheds as excellent candidates for Wild steelhead management zones, an
alternative which I support. Almost every watershed in the Lower Columbia ESU receives releases of
hatchery steelhead and salmon, and there are ample opportunities to harvest hatchery steelhead. Given the
wealth of hatchery harvest opportunity provided elsewhere in the ESU, and the inability of these
programs to meet the standards laid out in the Statewide Steelhead Management Plan and the HSRG the
department should prioritize the recovery of wild steelhead in the South Fork Toutle, Coweeman and East
Fork Lewis and discontinue hatchery releases in these systems.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Brian Morrison [brian_bpm@hotmail.com] Brian Emerick [brian.emerick7@gmail.com]
167 Sophia Street 5128 SW Northwood Ave

Peterborough, ON K9H 1E4 Portland, OR 97239

September 25, 2012, October 13, 2012 September 25, 2012, October 10, 2012
Kris Olson [krisolson@gmail.com] Sean Armstrong [birddog883@gmail.com]
1213 4th Ave 4128 Lone Oak Rd SE

Salt Lake City, UT 84103 Salem, OR 97302

September 25, 2012 September 25, 2012

Forrest Jones [forrest@pistildesigns.com] Vincent Hollingsworth

709 Eugene St [hollingsworth.vince@yahoo.com]

Hood River OR 97031 15946 SE Dreamcatcher Ave

September 25, 2012 Sandy, OR 97055

September 25, 2012


http://wildsteelheadcoalition.org/2012/09/comment-hatchery-plans-for-lower-columbia/

Jack Mitchell [jack@theeveninghatch.com]
780 Harris Ranch Road

Goldendale, WA 98620

September 25, 2012

Ken Anderson [ken@andersonflyfishing.com]
3507 SE Riverwood Ln.

Vancouver, WA 98683

September 25, 2012

Matt Stoecker [matt@stoeckerecological.com]
PO Box 2062

Santa Barbara, CA 93120

September 25, 2012, October 15, 2012

Patrick Kilby [patrick@idylwilde.com]
17619 SE 24th Circle

Vancouver, WA 98683

September 25, 2012

Lewis Bell [Lewis.Bell25@gmail.com]
101 Gillespie Drive

Apt 15303

Franklin, TN 37067

September 25, 2012, October 2, 2012,
October 10, 2012

Clay Livingston [fatdaddyx@gmail.com]
PO Box 874

Stanwood, WA 98292

September 25, 2012

Stephen Conroy [skeena20@live.com]
20029 SE 268th St

Covington, WA 98042

September 25, 2012

Dennis Biggins [dobiggins@frontier.com]
1884 NE 2nd Place

Hillsboro, OR 97124

September 25, 2012

John Jones [rivibum@gmail.com]
27500 264th Ave SE

Ravensdale, WA 98051
September 25, 2012

Victor Breed [vbreed@comcast.net]
19474 SE 57th Place

Issaquah, WA 98027

September 25, 2012

Steven Lent [stevenlent@mac.com]
8085 SW Barnard Drive
Beaverton, OR 97007

September 25, 2012

Paul Bakke [bakke456@hotmail.com]
1214 Skyridge St SE

Lacey, WA 98503

September 25, 2012

Cole Graves [cgraves19@msn.com]
1580 Los Alamos Road

Santa Rosa, CA 95409

September 25, 2012

David Wang [david.wang@aaomembers.org]
1228 Quail Hollow Dr.

Medford, OR 97504

September 25, 2012, October 10, 2012

John Rogers [fishinfool@earthlink.net]
6319 Upham St

Arvada, CO 80003

September 26, 2012

Brian Oliver [beoliver@eoni.com]
82858 Russell Ln

Joseph, OR 97846

September 26, 2012, October 10, 2012

Zebulun Stadler [zebstadler@yahoo.com]
P.O. Box 92

Woodland, WA 98674

September 26, 2012

Michael Donley [mdonley@bendcable.com]
1774 NW Steidl Rd

Bend, OR 97701

September 26, 2012

Brett Bates [batesplumbing@hotmail.com]
185 Brodie Ln

Longview, WA 98632

September 26, 2012

Michael Davidchik Jr [steeliemike@gmail.com]
3238 Nw Pacific Rim Drive

September 26, 2012

Camas, WA 98607

September 26, 2012



Eric Overlnad [overland@mind.net]
1234 Gardner Way

Medford, OR 97504

September 26, 2012

Robert Watzke [watzke@spiritone.com]
3283 Duncan Drive

Lake Oswego, OR 97035

September 26, 2012

Peter Zabriskie [ZComp2@aol.com]
408 Franklin Street

Ogdensburg, NY 13669

September 26, 2012, October 10, 2012

Dorothy Toppercer [dorothy@jivesoftware.com]
3003 SE 19th

Portland, OR 97202

September 26, 2012

Mike Ward [mikeward406@gmail.com]
6464 Silverwood Lp

Helena, MT 59602

September 26, 2012

Bryce Levin [bryce.a.levin@gmail.com]
7513 15th Ave NE

Seattle, WA 98115

September 26, 2012

Zach Lazzari [zachlazzari@gmail.com]
POB 1348

Ennis, MT 59729

September 26, 2012, October 10, 2012

Chuck Ehlert [ehlertce@gmail.com]
14042 Bear Creek Rd NE
Woodinville, WA 98077

September 27, 2012

Dave Hatfield [dbhattdx@msn.com]
5915 NE 29

Portland, OR 97211

September 27, 2012

Raymond Collard [hot4tvi@aol.com]
1595 E Star Dr.

Meridian, 1D 83646

September 27, 2012

Michael Bland [calciobland@gmail.com]
1243A 14th Ave

San Francisco, CA 94122

September 27, 2012

Don Kneass [donkneass@gmail.com]
1122 Grand Ave.

Seattle, WA 98122

September 28, 2012, October 10, 2012

Richard Spry [richspry@me.com]
6745 36th Ave SW

Seattle, WA 98126

September 28, 2012

John Larison [john.larison@gmail.com]
PO 414

Corvallis, OR 97330

October 1, 2012

William Atlas [wiatlas@gmail.com]
1420 E Pine St.

Seattle, WA 98122

October 1, 2012

Bobby Foster [fosterbobby@gmail.com]
12420 NE 39th Street

Bellevue, WA 98005

October 1, 2012

James McAllister [jmcallister@fec.gov]
999 E Street NW

Washington, DC 20463

October 2, 2012

Amy Groesbeck [amysue72@gmail.com]
1357 Olivia Ct

Bellingham, WA 98226

October 2, 2012

Cian Zybutz [czyb9406@uni.sydney.edu.au]

Cawston Avenue
Vancouver, BC v5n3z1
October 2, 2012

Derek Yost [dny8088@gmail.com]
P.O. Box 697

Prairie City, OR 97869

October 2, 2012



Samuel Wright [samuelmwright@gmail.com]
8th Ave. N.

Seattle, WA 98109

October 3, 2012

Marcel Sutton [marcelsutton@comcast.net]
515 N 67th St

Seattle, WA 98103

October 5, 2012

Jeff Bright [jeff@jeffbright.com]
1825 15th Street #1

San Francisco, CA 94103
October 5, 2012

David Lahti [adlahti@msn.com]
2650 Walnut Ave SW

Seattle, WA 98116

October 10, 2012

Wendy Russell [wendyrussell@rocketmail.com]
PO Box 62

Patagonia, AZ 85624

October 10, 2012

Cameron Mortenson
[thefiberglassmanifesto@gmail.com]
135 Rimrock Road

Gilbert, SC 29054

October 10, 2012

Bill Bakke [bmbakke@gmail.com]
6261 SW 47 Place

Portland, OR 97221

October 10, 2012

Niall McCarthy [niall.callahan@gmail.com] 937
N Winchester Ave Apt 1

Apt 1F

Chicago, IL 60622

October 10, 2012

Laura Russell [laura82ashley@gmail.com]
700 High Rock Court

Chesapeake, VA 23322

October 10, 2012

Greg Harris [idahocaddis@gmail.com]
11440 W Blake Dr

Star, ID 83669

October 10, 2012

David Morris [elpescador@mac.com]
210 Forbes Avenue

San Rafael, CA 94901

October 4, 2012, October 13, 2012

Steve Egge [steveegge@comcast.net]
11919 134th Ave. E.

Puyallup, WA 98374

October 9, 2012

William Duke [williamd3886@gmail.com]
1620 SE Cesar Chavez Blvd

APT 208

Portland, OR 97214

October 10, 2012

Dennis Jacobson [dennis.jacobson@hds.com]
737 El Sereno Dr.

San Jose, CA 95123

October 10, 2012

Bianca Molgora [biancamsf@yahoo.com]
3976 Folsom St.

San Francisco, CA 94110

October 10, 2012

Steve Schramm [reelsafari@yahoo.com]
198 Fair Street

Petaluma, CA 94952

October 10, 2012

Ben Grady [ben.grady@gmail.com]
2035 Lark Drive

Colorado Springs, CO 80909
October 10, 2012

Jeffrey Warnock [jwarnock@mac.com]
255 30th Street

San Francisco, CA 94131

October 10, 2012

Richard Williams [rich-williams34@att.net]
9408 South233rd Place

Kent, WA 98031

October 10, 2012

R. Anderson [casaboba@att.net]
Sunset Avenue SW

Seattle, WA 98116

October 10, 2012



Tim Howland [timhowland44@gmail.com]
Evergreen Fly Fishing Club

22615 95th Ave. SE

Woodinville, WA 98077

October 10, 2012

Michael Tomlinson [mt_trout@hotmail.com]
2776 18th St.

Sacramento, CA 95818

October 10, 2012

Doug Brady [doug@flytreks.com]
64830 Half Mile Lane

Bend, OR 97701

October 10, 2012

Chris Yarnes [chris.yarnes@gmail.com]
2215 Muir Woods PI.

Davis, CA 95616

October 10, 2012

Thom Peters [voicedwild@aol.com]
7725 Riverview Road

Snohomish, WA 98290

October 10, 2012

Caryn Graves [caryn@Imi.net]
1642 Curtis St.

Berkeley, CA 94702

October 10, 2012

Ellen Franzen [ellen_franzen@yahoo.com]
970 Jones Street

Berkeley, CA 94710

October 10, 2012

Pierce Flynn [pierce@dubmagazine.com]
3133 Via Puerta

Carlsbad, CA 92009

October 10, 2012

Patrick Murray [killerangel@gmail.com]
16947 Old Espola Rd

Poway, CA 92064

October 10, 2012

Bert Brehm [bertbrehm@gmail.com]
15017 47th Dr SE

Everett, WA 98208

October 10, 2012

Jason Chadick [jasonpchadick@gmail.com]
2622 Jaeger St.

Bellingham, WA 98225

October 10, 2012

Walter Stoeckmann [walter@hfdw.com]
93 Sunny Lane

Stormville, NY 12582

October 10, 2012

Keith Cirillo [kcirillo@microsoft.com]
13025 8th Ave NW

Seattle, WA 98177

October 10, 2012

Candi Ausman [crausman@wildmail.com]
4555 Thornton Ave Apt 62

Fremont, CA 94536

October 10, 2012

Galen Hansen [galen1943@gmail.com]
2420 76th Avenue Court NW

Gig Harbor, WA 98335

October 10, 2012

Karen Kirschling [kumasong@excite.com]
633 Oak St

San Francisco, CA 94117

October 10, 2012

Brad Lucas [Kkitsbrad@yahoo.ca]
128 W 8th St

North Vancouver, BC v7im3m1
October 10, 2012

Benjamin Paull [ben.c.paull@gmail.com]
4120 94th Ave SE

Mercer Island, WA 98040

October 10, 2012

Edward Gallant [gjedward@comcast.net]
15051 SE 234 St
Kent, WA 98042
October 10, 2012

Jerry Barnhart [jerry_barnhart@gspsf.com]
270 Elizabeth Drive

Point Roberts, WA 98281

October 10, 2012



Shaowei Chen [shao.w.chen@gmail.com]
624 Acorn Street

Philadelphia, PA 19128

October 10, 2012

Gail Sredanovic [certifiedhypnotist@yahoo.com]

2161 Ashton Ave
Menlo Park, CA 94025
October 10, 2012

Michael Reeves [cramdon@spiritone.com]
2917 ne 63

Portland, OR 97213

October 10, 2012

Barrett Mattison [mattisb@gmail.com]
815 N 43rd St

Seattle, WA 98103

October 10, 2012

Ken Hunter [tiderips2000@yahoo.com]
416 NW 197th St.

Shoreline, WA 98177

October 10, 2012

Dorothy L Davies [lynne.d@hotmail.com]
327 Caselli Ave

San Francisco, CA 94114

October 10, 2012

Harold Boswell [boz4fish@comcast.net] 21
Einstein Way

Cranbury, NJ 08512

October 10, 2012

Ira A Smith [iraasmith@gmail.com]
409 16 Ave E #25

Seattle, WA 98112

October 10, 2012

Evan Slater [etslater@gmail.com]
6756 7th Ave NW

Seattle, WA 98117

October 10, 2012

John & Heidi Rabel [johnrabel@hotmail.com]
130 Lakeside Ave #200

Seattle, WA 98112

October 11, 2012

Nathan Johnson [n8bjohnson@gmail.com]
6938 SW 4th Ave

Portland, OR 97219

October 10, 2012

Matthew Parks
[parksma@science.oregonstate.edu]
614 NW 11th St.

Corvallis, OR 97330

October 10, 2012

Matthew Janik [mtsteelheader@yahoo.com]
3111 B Bear Canyon Rd.

Bozeman, MT 59715

October 10, 2012

Donald Johnsen [dcjohnsen@comcast.net]
3926 Prestwick Lane SE

Olympia, WA 98501

October 10, 2012

Derek Young [derek@emergingrivers.com]
33902 SE McCullough St

Snoqualmie, WA 98065

October 10, 2012

Carlos Araya [guidecarlos@yahoo.com]
74 Freedom Loop

Maupin, OR 97037

October 10, 2012

Gregg Schlanger [gregg.schlanger@gmail.com]
1304 N Thayer Ave

Ellensburg, WA 98926

October 10, 2012

Dan Whitaker [baisch19@hotmail.com]
1800 Zrebiec Rd

Cle Elum, WA 98922

October 10, 2012

Phillip Fravel [Pfravel4@comcast.net]
12407 229th Ave E

Bonney Lake, WA 98391

October 11, 2012

Mitch Shirbroun [shirbcab@yahoo.com]
6853 NE Hidden Cove Road

Bainbridge Island, WA 98110

October 11, 2012



Michael Aldridge [noise.boy@sbcglobal.net]

5927 Spring Buck
San Antonio, TX 78247
October 11, 2012

Brice Crayne [brice.crayne@gmail.com]
1199 17th St NE

Salem, OR 97301

October 11, 2012

Allan Poobus [apoobus@yahoo.com]
1223 E 34th St

Tacoma, WA 98404

October 12, 2012

Zack Williams [willizac@gmail.com]
8016 Mitts Lane

Side B

Gig Harbor, WA 98332

October 12, 2012

Marilyn Tuohy [mtuchy@skynetbb.com]
4901 54th Ave. S

Seattle, WA 98118

October 12, 2012

Robert Alexander [seatrials@hotmail.com]
PO Box 234

654 Storman Norman Ln.

Beaver, WA 98305

October 12, 2012

Keith Talley [teletalley@yahoo.com]
831 Idaho Ave

Salmon, ID 83467

October 14, 2012

Mike Seilo [mseilo@comcast.net]
3451 B 22nd Ave W

Seattle, WA 98199

October 14, 2012

Dwight Doty [ddoty@grandecom.net]
5009 Crestwood Dr

Waco, TX 76710

October 15, 2012

Tom Anacker [skwala@bresnan.net]
422 Henderson Street

Bozeman, MT 59715

October 11, 2012

Todd Sandell [todd@wildfishconservancy.org]
422 Henderson Street

Bozeman, MT 59715

October 11, 2012

Justin Grover [jg513jg@yahoo.com]
1488 W 4980 So

Taylorsville, UT 84123

October 12, 2012

Ramsey Gregory [ramseygregory@comcast.net]
5201 Laguna Oaks Drive

Elk Grove, CA 95758

October 12, 2012

Kent Grover [olegrov77@gmail.com]
4876 Grand View Peak Dr

Riverton, UT 84096

October 12, 2012

Michael Wright [mlwhtcl@gmail.com]
20666 Gaughen Ct

Soulsbyville, CA 95372

October 14, 2012

Shane Stewart [wetfly54@frontier.com]
2185 SE Cedar Park Court

Hillsboro, OR 97123

October 14, 2012

Travis Vance [travisvancel7@gmail.com]
63186 Eastview Dr. #1

Bend, OR 97701

October 15, 2012

Jon Tapper [jontapperl23@yahoo.com]
3154 NW Craftsmand Drive

Bend, OR 97701

October 15, 2012



2) From: Kris Nelson [krisjn@earthlink.net]
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 4:16:09 PM
To: HGMP-LCRcomments (DFW)
Subject: Comments for SF Toulte, EF Lewis, and Coweeman Rivers

WSC letter plus
Are plans in motion to violate the steelhead recovery management plan? If so, why? Under whose
authority? What use is the management plan if it's not implemented uniformly?

Kris Nelson
7140 SE Franklin St.
Portland, OR 97206

3) From: Nathan Johnson [n8bjohnson@gmail.com]
Date: Wednesday, September 26, 2012 1:05:14 AM
To: HGMP-LCRcomments (DFW)
Subject: Comments for SF Toulte, EF Lewis, and Coweeman Rivers

WSC letter plus

I have fished the South Fork of the Toutle for years in the Winter and this past season was closed early
due to decreased run size. Furthermore, | have caught hatchery steelhead in the winter when there should
not be any there. This is putting stress on the native fish population in the river system and depressing
escapement ( which there are no goals for because the reds are not counted). Another issue with the
hatchery program on the South Fork is that there is no where for the fish to go once they are in the system
since there is no facility (fish trap). Once in the system they are trying to spawn if not caught and killed.
This is not good practice when we need to be increasing native run sizes.

Nathan Johnson
6938 SW 4th Ave
Portland, OR 97219

4) From: Gary Clark [gary_clark@fsafood.com]
Date: Sunday, September 30, 2012 7:38:41 AM
To: HGMP-LCRcomments (DFW)
Subject: Comments for SF Toulte, EF Lewis, and Coweeman Rivers

WSC letter plus
Lets try saving some money and try a new directions please... 100 years of Hatchery productions has not
saved one stream from the continued donward spiral of Native salmonids...

They first steelhead | ever landed on fly rod came on a spring moring on the East Fork of lewis just above
Day break park. A magnigicent WILD SPRING run fish. Very few of these fish are left.

5) From: Carolyn Ellertson [cellertson@kalama.com]
Date: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:27:17 PM
To: HGMP-LCRcomments (DFW)
Subiject: fish management

Hello, AS always the sport fishing industry profits the most from solid management of fishing seasons,
Boats,transportation, lodging, tackle, and all that goes with the costs benefit the public and private sectors.
Yet the administration misses the point and fails to provide the consumers with long enough and best



periods of consumption. It is frustrating to deal with this short sighted production. Also Stop spending
monies that will not maximize the production and benefits yo the consumers.

Dave

6) From: gball_59@hotmail.com
Date: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 5:24:00 PM
To: HGMP-LCRcomments (DFW)
Subject: Lower Columbia River !

WE NEED TO STOP ALL COMMERCIAL NETTING ON THE COLUMBIA RIVER !, IT is so out of
hand, our future depends on it. Please don't wait until it's too late. Thank you! Patrick FLanigan.

Sent from my Verizon Wireless Droid

7) From: Ed and Delly Rongey [eanddrongey@yahoo.com]
Date: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 7:28:18 PM
To: HGMP-LCRcomments (DFW)
Subiject: Salmon

First of all let me say there is no such thing as a wild salmon or wild steelhead in the Columbia. This is all
being fed to the public by our Federal Government. | am 71 years old now and as a young man on the
kalama river | would sometimes go to the lower hatchery. | would watch as they got what they called their
guota of salmon or steelhead. They then would put up a fence made of just regular chicken wire on the
little stream coming into the hatchery and no more fish could come in. Now do you honestly believe all
these fish just up and died? No they went back into the kalama river and spawned. This gave us a mixture
of hatchery fish and native fish "WILD" A lot of the hatcheries were built back in the 1930,s so this went
on for a very long time. | am quite sure this went on at all the hatcheries on the Columbia River. Now
forget all these Salmon and Steelhead that were mixed hatchery and native "WILD" This went on for
years and years. Now comes the 1970,s and | am fishing by Lions Day Park in Woodland Wa. | have a
Steelhead and a long comes a Game Warden a Mr. Suhadolnic rest his soul. He checks my fish and gets
all excited saying I had caught a hatchery fish and he knew it was a hatchery fish because the adipose fin
was clipped. Now | ask you how in the world could you honestly say a fish was WILD or hatchery they
did not start clipping the adipose fin until the 1970,s. A little more when they built the dams on the Lewis
River they destroyed the fish runs. I ask you where did they get the stock to restore the fish runs??? The
myth that is trying to make people believe that the so called WILD fish fight harder than the hatchery is
what it is a myth. The truth is the hen fights harder than the buck pound for pound. Has more desire to
reproduce | believe.

8) From: Joe Reece [joereece@live.com]
Date Monday, October 08, 2012 8:07:49 PM
To: HGMP-LCRcomments (DFW)
Subject: Green River Summer Steelhead

| fish the Green River and would not like to see the steelhead program shut down. | have fished the river
as kid and would like to see this program continued. Thank you.

9) From: Bob Margulis [bobmargulis@hotmail.com]
Date: Thursday, October 11, 2012 9:30:18 AM
To: HGMP-LCRcomments (DFW)
Subject: SF Toulte, EF Lewis, and Coweeman Rivers Comments


mailto:qball_59@hotmail.com

WSC letter plus

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on the release of hatchery steelhead into the South Fork
Toutle, Coweeman, and East Fork Lewis Rivers described in the recent Lower Columbia River HGMP.
Frankly, I am astounded that WDFW would even think of releasing non-native hatchery fish in rivers
without collection facilities. Significant interbreeding with the wild steelhead in these watersheds will
occur and this just seems like a shortsighted approach that will make it harder for these ESA listed fish to
recover. I’ve read that the Columbia HSRG identified the East Fork Lewis, South Fork Toutle and
Coweeman as primary populations, setting 5% as the threshold for the percentage of hatchery origin
spawners. And that WDFW’s own estimates are ~70% of the spawning escapement in the Lewis consists
of hatchery summer steelhead. While the department has reduced the number of fish released in the East
Fork the absence of a hatchery collection facility in the basin means that even reductions in the size of
hatchery releases will not bring the hatchery origin spawners anywhere near HSRG guidelines.

Each of these three watersheds is an excellent candidate to become a wild steelhead management zone, as
pointed out by the HSRG. 1 confess I can’t understand why the WDFW would not do so. Is it your self-
interest in hatcheries? Is it pressure by short-sighted fishermen who want abundant fisheries but are
unwilling to make a short-term sacrifice to achieve that end? As someone who likes to fish at least as
much as the next guy, and who would love to fish in rivers filled with wild steelhead, | am asking that you
not move forward with the continuing release of hatchery fish into these rivers. We have examples of
rivers in our state where hatchery release of steelhead was discontinued—and in each case they have fared
well. Every place | fish that has strong fisheries, from British Columbia for steelhead to Montana and
Idaho for trout—the fisheries are free from hatchery fish. And the local businesses are all grateful for it
because people travel from all over the world to fish (and spend money) there. When was the last time
that happened in Washington and what were our wild fish populations like then? Please give these fish a
chance and discontinue hatchery releases in these systems.

Sincerely,

Bob Margulis
Seattle, WA

10) From: John Case [johnecase@hotmail.com]
Date: Thursday, October 11, 2012 9:40:51 AM
To: HGMP-LCRcomments (DFW)
Subject: Comments for SF Toulte, EF Lewis, and Coweeman Rivers

Please cease hatchery production in these rivers where wild steelhead could once again thrive!
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
John Case
1948 Boyer Ave.
Seattle, WA 98112
11) From: Blake Merwin [sales@gigharborflyshop.com]
Date: Saturday, October 13, 2012 8:13:49 PM

To: HGMP-LCRcomments (DFW)
Subject: Comments for SF Toulte, EF Lewis, and Coweeman Rivers
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I am sure by now you have received several emails from anglers and concerned citizens that are in
support of the recommendations of the Wild Steelhead Coalition to not continue a mismanaged hatchery
system on these Columbia tributaries. | also agree fully with the Wild Steelhead Coalition.

Additionally, as a fly fisher, guide, and fly shop owner, | would say that these recommendations from the
Wild Steelhead coalition are not only better for the fish but they are better for business too. My customers
are more interested in fishing for wild fish than hatchery reared fish. In fact, | constantly am asked by
customers why the department seems to want to get rid of wild fish and/or why hatchery fish are so
important. I don't have answers to these questions, just speculations.

Sport fishing is an economic engine and many of us depend on it for our income. Additionally, the money
my customers spend to go fishing in addition to tackle (boats, motels, gas, food, etc) is an underrated and
significant number.

Please redeploy funds from these hatchery programs to conservation programs. We can educate the public
of Washington to the importance of wild fish and help grow a catch and release ethic like other states
have done. The department could easily start by changing the tone of the posts on their facebook page.
And that doesn't even cost anything!

Blake Merwin
3115 Harborview Dr.
Gig Harbor, WA 98335

12) From: Robert Masonis [rmasonis@msn.com]
Date Sunday, October 14, 2012 4:38:16 PM
To: HGMP-LCRcomments (DFW)
Subject: Comments for SF Toulte, EF Lewis, and Coweeman Rivers

WSC letter plus

Moreover, extensive research conducted by Araki et al. on the Hood River demonstrates convincingly that
hatchery fish have a much lower rate of reproductive success than wild steelhead, and should be kept off
the spawning grounds if wild populations are to rebuild.

Robert Masonis

8543 19th Ave. NW
Seattle, WA 98117
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