State of Washington
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

Mailing Address: 600 Capitol Way N « Olympia, WA 98501-1091 + (360) 902-2200, TDD (360) 902-2207
Main Office Location: Natural Resources Building ¢ 1111 Washington Street SE « Olympia, WA

May 31, 2013

Robert Turner, Assistant Regional Administrator
National Marine Fisheries Service

Salmon Management Division

Northwest Region

7600 Sand Point Way N.E. Bldg. 1

Seattle, WA 98115

Re: Lower Columbia River Segregated Steelhead and Chinook Salmon Mitchell Act Funded
Hatchery and Genetic Management Plans

Dear Mr. Turner:

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) is submitting revised versions of the Lower
Columbia River Segregated Steelhead and Chinook Salmon Mitchell Act Funded Hatchery and Genetic
Management Plans (HGMPs) to seek authorization for hatchery operations. We believe this package
successfully addresses NOAA Fisheries’ criteria for hatchery management, operations, and evaluation
as defined in the Endangered Species Act (ESA) 4(d) rule. Included with this letter are the following
HGMPs for your review.

Beaver Creek Winter Steelhead
Kalama River Winter Steelhead
EF Lewis Winter Steelhead
Salmon Creek Winter Steelhead
Skamania River Winter Steelhead
Rock Creek Winter Steelhead
Deep River Net Pen Fall Chinook
Kalama River Spring Chinook

SF Toutle Summer Steelhead

NF Toutle Summer Steelhead

EF Lewis Summer Steelhead
Beaver Creek Summer Steelhead
Skamania River Summer Steelhead
Drano Lake Summer Steelhead
Kalama River Summer Steelhead
Grays River Winter Steelhead
Coweeman River Winter Steelhead
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Additionally, several meetings were held between WDFW and NOAA Fisheries after the original
submittals and we believe these updated HGMPs reflect the contents of those meetings. In addition,
we are including the “Lower Columbia Hatchery Steelhead Introgression Study Design Framework”
developed by WDFW staff as a result of discussion with NOAA Fisheries staff (Appendix A). Also
attached is a draft document titled "Considerations for the use of segregated vs. integrated steelhead
hatcheries in the Lower Columbia Region” (Appendix B) to share some of our concerns about the path
forward. We understand the concerns with using non-local stocks in certain watersheds, but we also
want to consider the best available science when making decisions for wild steelhead populations in the
lower Columbia River. These populations are currently stable and recent abundances are near the



recovery plan targets — we want to make sure we keep moving in a positive direction, do not act
unwisely, and implement the appropriate recovery actions.

We have already provided a summary of the public comments and WDFW responses to the public
comments on these HGMPs so we will not include those with this submittal.

Accordingly, we are seeking authorization for the activities described in the Lower Columbia River
Segregated Steelhead and Chinook salmon HGMPs under the Mitchell Act. The development of these
HGMPs has been a daunting task and we appreciate the cooperative effort of your staff during this
process.

If you have any questions regarding these HGMPs, please contact Cindy LeFleur by phone at 360-906-
6708, or email Cindy.LeFleur@dfw.wa.gov.

Sincerely,

Kelly Cunningham
Deputy Assistant Director, Fish Program

Enclosure

cc: Rob Jones, NOAA Fisheries
James Dixon, NOAA Fisheries
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