








































Item 18

REVISED
2:16 pm, Mar 31, 2009SUMMARY OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY RECEIVED AT THE

MARCH 6-7,2009 MEETING IN ELLENSBURG, WA

Agenda 18

WAC 232-28-272 2009 Blackbearand 2009-2010,2010-2011, and 20ll-2012 cougar
hunting seasons and regulations

WAC 232-28-287 2009 -20 10, 20 l0 -20 | 1, and 201 I -20 12 cougar
permit seasons and regulations

COMMENTS AGENCY RESPONSE
There is no population data on cougars in the Blue
Mountains. I have seen the population increase
dramatically. Don't change the cougar season. It will
have a big negative impact.

Currently, our harvest data suggest cougar populations
in the Blue Mountains are being over harvested
slightly. The Department has initiated a study to
determine the population size of cougar in the Blue
Mountains. Harvest levels will be revised if necessary
when data from our oroiect becomes available.

Don't change the bear opener in 2010 and beyond from
August I to September l. þetition supporting this
comment: 610 signatures received)

The rationale for limiting the bear season to private
lands in Augrist was based on a couple of concems.
The primary reason was bear harvest over the last three
years exceeded some ofour indicators for sustainable
populations in some of the bear management units. So
our objective was to reduce harvest slightþ during the
fall season. Shortening the fall seasons also facilitates
additional spring harvest on indushial timberlands to
address bear damage to trees. As we increase spring
seasons, r¡/e may continue to exceed the thresholds for
maintaining sustainable populations. Spring seasons
not only help address tree damage, but the harvest tends
to include mostly males; which helps manage for
sustainable black bear populations.

The decision to reduce take during the early portion of
the season (August) rather than the end ofthe season
was because then it also helps reduce conflict with
other summer recreational users (e.g., campers, hikers,
berry pickers). The reason for allowing harvest on
private lands in August was to still provide a

mechanism to take bears involved in nuisance activity
(e.g., orchard damage).

The Department has received numerous comments on
this recommendation and all of the comments do not
support the change to the August bear season. Because
we're "on the bubble" in terms of the biological
justification for reducing bear harvest, the Department
has altered our recornmendation to open the 2009 fall
bear season August I (for the subset ofBear
Management Units). The revised recommendation tries
to balance the emerging biological concern, provide
early fall hunting opportunity, and address public input.
We will continue to monitor bear harvest trends and
biological information and provide the Fish and
rüildlife Commission with a recommendation for the
2010-2011 fall bearhuntins season in March 2010.
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COMMENTS AGENCY RESPONSE
Cougarpopulation has exploded in the last 40 years.

No change is needed to the cougar season in Kittitas
County. Deer populations have been declining as a

result of cougar predation. No science behind the
orooosal. Boothunters can identifu a cousar.

We have a long-term cougar project in Kittitas County
and data from that project indicates cougar populations
are stable to slightly declining (in last two years). The
Departments recommendation will only reduce harvest

slishtlv.
Boot hunters are losing too much opportunity. Can't
take a cousar when bear huntins with this proposal.

The Department is recommending weapon restrictions
consistent with eeneral seasons for deer and elk.
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