


















































































































































Iten 21

RHIISED
4:55 pm, Mar 31, 20i/,9SUMMARY OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY RECEIVED AT THE

MARCH 6-7,2009 MEETING IN ELLENSBIIRG, WA

Agenda 21

WAC 232-28-351 2009-201 I Deer general seasons and definitions

WAC232-28-353 2009 Deer special permits

COMMENTS AGENCY RESPONSE
Keep Sherman l0l the same. It is the only rut hunt.
Don't lose archery opportunity.

We have made that change. Thank you for your
comment.

In GMU 388 don't take away late season doe hunt. At
the very least provide youth opportunity.

Our Biologists have determined that the restriction on
antlerless harvest is necessary to maintain the deer
population. Antlerless harvest is strictly re.gulated for
deer and elk and is only alldwed when the resource can
support it or when we are trying to implement population
control throush hunter harvest.

Chelan mule deer population is fine. Don't go to a
permit system. Changes are only being recommended
for revenue purposes.

The changes proposed were recommended to insure the
sustainabilily of the deer population. The Agency has

changed its recommendation as a result of the public
input at the March commission meeting which may
impact the deer population especially the post-hunt buck
nonulation-

Lgave archery status quo. The Agency has changed its recommendation as a result
of the public input at the March Commission Meeting.
Although not status quo, some of the more contentious
restrictions on archery hunting proposed in Regions I
and 2 have been removed.

Don't close Swakane to archery. The Agency never proposed closing the early archery
season, which in 2009 will last 25 days and will allow
both 3 pt. buck harvest as well as antlerless harvest. We
have reinstated the late general season for 3 pt. min,
onlv. Thank vou for vour comment.

Don't eliminate late archery in the Swakane. The Agency has proposed reinstating the late general
archery season for 3 pt. min. only for the last ten days of
November in GMU 250.

Eliminate antlerless opportunity in Swakane. This will
relieve the pressure.

We have made that change in the late general archery
season. Thank you for your comment.

There is no user group equity in this proposal.
Displacing 700 archers is not maximizing recreational
oooortunitv. More reasonable olan is needed.

The Agency has proposed reinstating the late general
archery season for 3 pt. min. only for the last ten days of
November in GMU 250.

Use the branch antlered bull formula for deer allocation. For those special permit opportunities that are offered to
all three user groups, we already use the permit
allocation formula and have done so since its inceotion.

Wants 4 pt. antler restriction in GMUs I 17 and l2l as a
pilot program. Population is in decline. Older bucks
needed to breed does earlier to produce larger fawns in
spring. Youth, seniors, and disabled should be exerhpt.
(petition supporting this comment: 100 signatures
received).

There is no biological reason to implement a more
restrictive hunting season in these GMUs; the current
buck ratios are adequate for breeding. Most hunters do
not support the restriction.

The GMU l0l late firearm season makes no sense. The
population is in trouble.

The late firearm season was proposed to be for 50
permits. Although we do not think the deer population in
GMU l0l is in trouble, we have returned the season

structure to status quo.
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COMMENTS AGENCY RESPONSE

Don't eliminate the late archery season in the Manson
Unit.

As mentioned in the presentation made on Saturday, our
recommendation will reinstate the late archery season in
Manson.

Don't tum NE comer of the state into 3 pt. or better.
GMU I 17 has a good gene pool. Do 3 pt. there if need

be.

There is no biological reason to implement a more
restrictive hunting season in the NE Washington GMUs.

Does not support antler restriction 3 pt. or better in NE
Washington. Will result in waste from people not
orooerlv identifvine antler points.

The testimony is consistent with the Department's ltnal
recommendation.

Remove all general deer hunts in Kittiøs County.
Population is down at least 50%.

The Commission has already reduced the deer seasons

accordingly through a reduction in special permits. A
complete removal'of general seasons is not warranted at

this time.

Make GMU 329,3pt. or better at the very least. GMU 329 is already a special permit only GMU. Adding
an antler restriction is more restrictive than it needs to be.

LT Munay still has a lot of deer. Retum GMU 342back
to permit only. Too many does in the area.

This more restrictive approach was not deemed
necessary by the Regional staff and not presented as a

nronosal for this 3-vear oackase.

Don't let rifle hunters hunt during the rut. It will
decimate the herds.

Rifle hunters as well as archery hunters have always
hunted some portion of the rut either through general
se¿rsons or special permits. We monitor the seasons and

the harvest to ensure sustainable population levels.

Opposes unit boundary changes to 578 and 388.
Recommend creating new unit 588.

The proposal tö create a new GMU was critically
evaluated by the Region 5 staff. Creating a new unit will
not resolve the concem regarding deer management and
the need to reduce harvest.

Suppofs the Department's deer hunting proposal,
specifically as it provides additional opportunity for
muzzleloader.

The testimony is consistent with the Department's hnal
recommendation.

Archery proposals will impact small business operators,

so keep status quo archery seasons.

Several of the archery late general seasons were restored.

In addition, the recommended archery changes are to
accommodate added opporhrnity for muzzleloaders and
modern firearm hunters. Therefore this should not
imnact small business oDerators.

Concerned that the Department's deer season proposals
don't focus enough on conservation.

There are biological and social issues within the
Department's proposals. The Department's proposals
place conservation as the highest priority. Hunting
seasons and harvest management are desigrred to ensure

conservation. After considering conservation needs,

social preferences are incorporated into hunting season

structures.
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