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Issue 1:
The current 3-point antler restriction for mule deer buck hunting seasons varies in its effectiveness. The intent of the restriction is to provide 
adequate survival of a cross section of age classes, including yearling bucks, through the hunting season. The effectiveness of this antler restriction 
is related to how open the habitat is, as well as whether the local mule deer populations are migratory or relatively stationary. 

In some places where habitat is open and bucks are highly vulnerable, WDFW research has shown that 90% of 1.5 year-old bucks that exhibit a legal 
buck antler configuration are killed.  In many of these same locations, bucks surviving past the hunting season are made up entirely of yearling 
bucks. 

In these situations, different hunting season structures might be more effective in producing older age classes, given the habitat and the local mule 
deer population dynamics. In some Districts, the current 3-point minimum antler restriction would continue to be used. In other Districts, other 
If, in some areas, it's desirable to manage for a greater number of mature bucks surviving the hunting season, which of the following options would 
you support?
(b&c) why not consider a 3 or 4 point or less restriction and cull out the bad genetics and try to get some trophy class deer in this state
1. I feel that allowing all hunters an opportunity to hunt for a mature buck is only fair for all.  I have hunted for 3pt min for the past couple of years and like it a lot.  
I feel that in these areas there could possibly be an any buck time period offered by permit.  This would limit the amount of young buck kill and preserve a quality 
hunting environment for the future.   2.  I am against offering landowners any special rights beyond what is allowed for all.  If a person lives in an environment 
that has an abundance of animals then he can his buddies over for the hunting season just like everyone else.  I have been aquainted with a master hunter who 
coordinated with a farmer who was given permits by the state to take elk.  Several elk.  I think this is wrong even if the farmer has supposed crop damage.  If 
that is the case then he sould arrange with the state to issue tags on a lottery basis and set a season to hunt this farmers land.  These elk belong to all of us, not 
the state, not the individual land owner and not the master hunters program.
2 point or better would be idea in the open areas
2 pt. min for blaktails
2-point max or antlerless for archery.
3 point min has gone on long enough.  plenty of old age 2 points and does  not to mention the increase in young deer mortality, as I see several two points killed 
and left every year.  if they could have kept what they killed, they would have been done instead of going out and killing more.
3 point min on  the west side also . doe days(weekends where a general tag can be used for a antlerless deer) rather than shooting small bucks.someone who 
would shoot a spike for meat might be just as happy with  a doe.that also leaves bucks to increase in size and age.
3 point rule is good but a little restrictive for bow hunters. I do think the amount of mature bucks have increased in Easter wa.
3 pt. minimum or antlerless.
4 pt minimum and road closures to make more areas without easy access.  If 90% being killed, it is too easy to get to them.  Allowing 2 pts to be shot will mean 
90% of 2pts are shot.
4 pt restriction for rifle and muzz.
4-point min.
A 3 point mimimum should be looked at for Whitetail also. This will increase the size of bucks over all.
A citizen and a taxpayer, I oppose hunting completely.
A permit only late buck in all area's would be great!
A spike only with branched antler permitonly hunt would allow more yearling survival and still offer the opportunity of a mature buck for some
A three point Mule deer is not a throphy. Harvesting these bucks just depleates the breeding base. Limit mule deer harvesting to MATURE ADULT 4 POINT 
BUCKS by permit only. Gather GOOD population data on does and issue permits for does if needed. Built up our mature buck population by permits until we 
have a harvestable population of MATURE 4 POINT bucks.  thank you...............
A. Keep the three point restriction for general season and then offer mature buck opportunity. Lesson archery tags also in late seasons. Want quality animals not 
quantity.
After finding 4 dead large 2 point bucks in the woods in the last 5 years, something needs to be done. Hunters are making mistakes looking for 3 points and 
have no choice but to walk away when they make a mistake. I have heard of other states having fines without tickets to resolve this issue. I think we need to 
have a branched antler restriction (both sides) instead of 3 point restrictions.
After having taken a fish and wildlife course and learning a few things about wildlife population management I thought the best way to help population growth 
was by hunting younger deer and deer past their prime. However I don't think it is a good idea to take out only 2-point or less deer from the population. I would 
suggest a mix of the two some how
Again your management philosphies are not in touch with reality, they are old school.  For many years our organization has tried to work with the department for 
a change.  First the department needs to manage the animials not people and not for money, take a look at the number of hunters now as compaired to say 10 - 
20 years ago, that decline should tell you that what you're doing is wrong.  I'm tried of trying to work with the department and the number of things that our group 
did in the past like the road closure program, deer and elk surveys, etc, I'm not wasting my time in this state as we do most of our hunting in other states for the 
past 12 years.
all areas of the state including western washington should be 3 point minimum. any buck permits should be issued for areas showing high yearling buck ratios. 
this will allow you to issue more special permits.
All deer areas to a 4 point minimum
All Eastern Washington GMU's that have Mule Deer (In particular 100 series GMU's which do not offer late hunts) should have a late mule deep hunt for 
application only.  For example, I hunt unit 133 and have seen a great deal of mule deer.  I feel that it would provide an excellent opportunity for hunters if more 
hunts were available for late hunts in the Palouse region.  It would also disperse some of the applicants who are typically putting in for just a few hunts and would 
provide people with a chance to actually get drawn.
All have a plus and minus. All would be dependant on season times. The general season for any buck or 2 point restrictions would dare near eliminate all bucks 
with no young bucks to make it to mature age.
all mule deer areas open untile end of october. with a 3 point min.
All Mule Deer areas should be permit only for any bucks.  Let the game dept. biologists decide how many permits to allow for different GMU"s.
All Mule deer hunting is by permit only and is broken down as follows.    Region 1  Chelan, Okanogan, Douglas, Grant County    1st Season (archery) September 
1-15 2000 Tags 4pt min  2nd Season (Rifle) October 1-7th 4000 tags 4pt min  3rd Season (Rifle) October 15-20th 2000 tags 4pt min  4th Season (Rifle) 
November 1-15th 200 Tags 4pt min  5th Season (Archery) November 25-December 10th 4pt or antler-less 1000 tags    Region 2  Kittitas, Yakima, 
Benton,Franklin Countys  1st Season (archery) September 1-15 1000Tags 4pt min  2nd Season (Rifle) October 1-7th 2000 tags 4pt min  3rd Season (Rifle) 
October 15-20th 1000 tags 4pt min  4th Season (Rifle) November 1-15th 40 Tags 4pt min  5th Season (Archery) November 25-December 10th 4pt or antlerless 
400 tags    Region 3  Adams,Walla Walla, Whitman,Columbia, Garfield, Asotin County    1st Season (archery) September 1-15 2000Tags 4pt min  2nd Season 
(Rifle) October 1-7th 2000 tags 4pt min  3rd Season (Rifle) October 15-20th 1000 tags 4pt min  4th Season (Rifle) November 1-15th 150 Tags 4pt min  5th 
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all of eastern wa. should be changed to two point minimum,this would take sum of the pressure off the mature 3&4 point plus mature bucks. It would also reduce 
the accidental killing of two point bucks!!!!!! we all know this happens way to much every year. its a waste of game, and future mature bucks. most hunters 
would rather shoot a two point  and go home if legal, rather than spend a weekend or longer hunting for the same mature buck everybody else is hunting for. 
less pressure on mature bucks will increase mature buck escapement. isnt that what we all want!!
allmle deer opp should be 3 pt min
Allow a greater number of doe permits to increase the buck/doe ratio.  Allow hunting during the rut.  More mature bucks will be seen and taken.
ALLOW LATE BUCK HUNTING WITH A MUZZLE LOADER IN UNIT 130, AS WE USE TO HAVE
Allow residents that are 65 years of age that have resided in this State for at least 10 years to hunt free, so as to suppliment their high cost of food.
allow youth, disabled, and seniors to harvest any buck.
Allowing permit hunting only on private land is an abuse of public resource. Buckrun must be discontinued. No public land should be part of buckrun. It is, check 
the land parcel maps. Why is Federal land used for private agriculturual use and prohibited from hunting by the public? Also, some of the land part subject to 
buckrun is landlocked meaning it can only be used by the property owner(s) surrounding the landlocked property.
And allow archery hunters to again take Mule Deer Does (female, antlerless deer).
And or a 4-Point Minimum should allow bucks to mature more.

Antler point restrictions do not work, as has been illustrated in states like Colorado and Utah. They only cause the spread of two-point genes. The solution is to 
offer more permits for antlerless deer, improving the buck to doe ratio. Hunters who hunt for the meat will be just as happy taking a doe as they would be taking 
a yearling buck. Offer incentives for hunters to shoot whitetail deer, especially in the 200 series GMU's that are traditionally mule deer habitat, as they are far 
more prolific than mule deer and are much less sensitive to over hunting. Any deer tag should be good for any whitetail deer in a 200 or 300 series GMU to help 
slow the whitetails' eventual overtaking of mule deer habitat. Whitetails have been spotted in several places in grant, Adams, and franklin county's. If awarded a 
better chance at being successful, hunters will be more apt to hunt whitetails than mule deer and therefore the mule deer herds will be less pressured.
Any antlered  All eastside.  Yearlings will still be mostly harvested.  Larger, older,smarter will tend to escape.  Larger multipoint have nearly been bred out of 
herd.  90%  of all breeding now done by siblings and immaure bucks showing very negative results.
Any areas w/out strong herd numbers should have mature bucks protected by permit only or antler restrictions.
any buck hunting- there is enough land surounding the open avaible hunting land that is no trespassing or private no access to have a good enough surviveal 
rate for breeding bucks and to many deer are left lying dead because of the 3 point restriction by lousy hunters that see a big two point and pull the trigger. I find 
dead deer every year.  white tail and mulie
Any Buck in all areas. Limit season length and use any deer special permits to control heard size
any buck period.... eliminates hunting pressure on bigger mature bucks as well as filling the freezer for all the weekend enthusiasts
Any buck state wide. Special permit anterless.
Any deer for archery season
Any effort to liberalize the harvest of immature bucks is not something I would support.
Any policy that will provide better trophy potential I would support. I do think that some areas need to be managed for over all opertunity (general hunt) but more 
special permit mature buck hunts.
Archery should be any buck as they are hard enough if bow
Areas with migratory herds the season should start one week later. Opening day should be about the 18th of Oct and last one week. 3 point  restriction.
Aren't there other prescendences for these issues? What have other states done? What do studies show? Is this truly 'trying something new' or is it more a PR 
thing? I have seen enough illegal kills to know that many hunters lack the integrity to do it right anyway.
Ban all sport hunting.
Black tail needs to be moved to a 2 point min., this will help harvest  more mature deer.  I see lots of hunters with spikes.  I do not believe in shooting spikes.  
Maybe for first year hunters (Children) it would be OK to shoot a spike
Bring back Doe day where you want the Buck Doe ratio better than 1/100. This would help the habitat and for one day take the pressure off the young bucks. 
Hunters would have a better chance of putting meat in the freezer. A large percent of Doe's nolonger breed.
By selecting an animal by antler size, we are genetically culling out those traits. As a result of years of 3 point minimum antler restriction, we are seeing fewer 
large bucks than ever before. I find plenty of older 2 point sheds but very few larger shed antlers, especially older mature antlers. This tells me that the two point 
genes are becoming more common. If there has to be an antler restriction at all, lets focus on smaller bucks for a few years and watch what happens to the size 
of the animals. I don't support any restriction, but if we must limit the number of bucks, lets cull the smaller animals for awhile.
Change antler restriction to a 4-point minimum. If deer hunting is restricted to 2 point or less I will no longer hunt deer in Washington State and spend my money 
and time in other states that allows for a chance to shoot a mature buck.
change it to 2 point minimum for mule deer
Change it to any buck. I would shoot a spike just as much as I would shoot a 3 pt if it were legal.
Change open habitat mule deer buck hunting to 2 point minimum
Change the requirement to a two point min. That way there would be more two points taken (younger bucks)  and it would take some of the pressure of older 
more mature bucks.
Change the unit 388 restrictions back to 588
change to a 2 point min.
Choice D would be a great chioce if you delete the provision for land owner permits.
Close areas with low deer populations for at least one season.
Close certain G.M.U.'s entirely except for permit holders. Closure would be on year to year or emergency basis in G.M.U'.s deemed threatened by W.D.F.W. 
biologists for hair loss, winter kill, or other threat to mule deer minimum herd numbers.
Close hunting for MULE DEER buck and doe, eastern washington, for three (3) years.  Then open season special permit (drawing) only.
Close mule deer hunting for 5 or more years to allow the herds to grow.
Close Mule deer hunting to any modern firearm..for a period of several years.  Do tracking and research to determine the effect on mule deer populations. Its too 
easy to kill mule deer with modern long range rifles, I suggest it be restricted to Bow or muzzleloader and handgun.
Close the areas that are open habitat to modern rifle Or a special permit only to modern rifle for a 3 year period. Make those areas a world class Bow or muzzle 
loader hunting area.
Close the season if needed.
COMMENT: Changing to special permit hunts for mature bucks only increases my cost to hunt and of course generates revenue for the WDFW.  Keep the 3 
point minimum  open to all.
consider 2 point ONLY in open habitat with permits for mature bucks
Consider 3 point minimum antler restriction, requiring that both antlers have at least three points, excluding eye guards.  Consider closure of hunting in select 
units, to increase buck to doe ratios, then resume three point restriction.  How much impact does tribal hunting have on our harvest conservation efforts?  
Consider four point minimum antler restriction in select units.
Consider 3 Point or Better after the first two days of general season.
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Consider a stratified usage approach. Restructure hunting ares to include acceptible game escapement and hunter access. And alternate user groups through 
the areas. No hunting, Archery, Muzzleloaders, and then Modern Firearm's with antler restrictions applied as neccessary to ensure the appropriate Buck to Doe 
ratios with mature Bucks. Areas can be structured to include all ranges of accessability. Each area would have 1 or more seasons of no hunting as regulated by 
the Game Biologists to ensure proper species recovery. Some ares could be opened for just small game and upland birds if necessary whatever improves the 
game population. This seems like it would be easier to manage and enforce as it is very consistent as to which user group has access.
Consider alternating between 3-point min. and 2-point or less every x number of years with a mature buck opportunity by special permit only on years of 2-point 
or less.
Consider alternating from 3 point only to under 2 point only on alternate years a we need survival of both groups.  Much greater effort on stopping poaching.
Consider an weekend "early" season for youth, much like turkey.
Consider closing some areas (such as 340) to all deer hunting until population rebounds, and then open the area by special permit only.
Consider different alternatives for muzzle loading.  I would muzzle load more if the seasons were not so short and restrictive in scope.
Consider fewer youth hunts.
Consider going to a 5 point min for all mule deer, except in special permit overpopulated, or damage control hunts.  This would enalbe all hunters to hunt for a 
trophy, while only a few would be succesful.
Consider having a 2-point or better in those areas that are currently managed as 3-point or better.
consider having deer seasons later to allow for deer to rut and impregnation activities    allow taking of additional deer(with permit) that is considered a cull. odd 
horns, long spikes, etc
Consider making certain units 2 pt. or less instead of ALL mule deer hunting areas....this would make it possible to manage some of the areas for trophy or 
mature bucks. You would have to draw for these units to harvest a mature buck 4 pts. or better.....
Consider more antlerless (doe) hunts by special permits in all mule deer areas to maintain buck to doe rations and manage the heard size to protect against 
winter kill.
consider more doe and cow permits for youth only general season
Consider special permit only for modern firearm and muzzleloader seasons for mule deer mature buck in open lands.   Also consider eliminating use of modern 
in-line muzzleloaders during muzzleloader season.  Use traditional muzzleloader weapons only with granulated powder and traditional lead projectiles (no 
sabots).
Consider special permit only oppertunity for all mule deer hunting with a special provision for landowner permits.    Consider a special permit for late mule deer 
hunting in all mule deer GMU (example GMU101 has no late mule deer hunting oppertunities)
Consider special permit only opportunity for open habitat any buck mule deer hunting.  If the number of permits issued is correct, it should provide adequate 
survival of a cross section of age classes.  Include a provision for landowner permits only if the landowner allows public access.
Consider special permit only opportunity for open habitat mule deer hunting.

Consider the possibility of closing the mule deer hunting season for one year to give the herds an opportunity to revive and rejuvenate. Conduct a general survey 
of the herd survivorship prior to the next hunting season to determine if the closing should be extended another year. If the herd shows suitable growth and 
health improvement,  then consider returning to the former three-point hunting regulations. It might be advisable to conduct spot harvest surveys during the 
hunting season to determine the extent of harvest and general health of the herd. There are those of us who would volunteer to assist the WDFW in this study.

Consider the way it used to be, ANY BUCK for both Mule Deer and Whitetail, first hunting under the present system is far to restrictive, and too may under sized 
bucks are being killed accidently, where ther are specific problems with deer numbers being low, then a special restriction in size coul;d be temporarily placed
Consider trophy (mature) only hunting allowing all younger deer a higher survival rate. In the future, the number of trophy deer should be substantially increased. 
In my 10 years of hunting I have seen others taking legal deer with very tiny 3 point racks. A trophy deer, even if taken less frequently would seem to be more 
rewarding.
Consideration of moving the opening week further into the fall in order to avoid past higher temps which are probably a factor in migration patterns.
Continue to reduce late season, modern rifle special permit in Chelan County GMUs especially those that have been affected by fire.  The deer do not have 
enough cover causing harvesting them to be far to easy.  GMU 245, 247 and 250 should have fewer late season permits.
Controlled hunt drawing on limited tag basis to increase populations of mature animals
Could please consider opening up muzzle loader hunting to all of modern fire arm areas. There is way too much short commings on area control. I love to hunt 
with black powder but the area where the animals are in this short season are all on private lands where there is no access unless you are a law enforcement 
personal of some kind. Not fare.
could we consider a 2 and 3 point only, or a 3 point only, and then offer a mature buck by permit only in these considered areas.  This way some of the small 
bucks may have an opportunity to get a little smarter and possibly make it beyond the 3-point restriction, this may not be very popular but we must preserve what 
we have for future generations.  Remember I am not a biologist, so thank you for your time, I hope this helps

create more areas for muzzle loader where you can hunt both deer and elk at the same time. As a example the GMU's in the Blue mountains could support that.
create youth hunts open to any buck.  this should decrease the number of two points that genetically will not get any bigger and remove them from the gene 
pool.
D. sounds favorable as long as it's not a restriction that lasts more than 2-3 years.
depending on your birthdate odd or even year, every other year open to 2-point or less antler restriction and on your off year 3pt or better restriction only
Designate 1 gmu per pmu in Mule deer habitat as special permit only and rotate the gmu every two years as needed to meet objectives.
Designate the Entiat Unit and more units like for trophy only. No general hunting for any weapons. Hunting by permit only.
Difficult to respond in an informed manner on this question as it is stated.  What defines "open habitat"? or "local vs. migratory" population zones?    My 
impression is that there is a strong motivation to put more of the quality hunts into a special permit situation (read more $$$).
Discuss with Oregon, as they have a "buck with visible antler" in most of the eastern oregon hunts.
Do the following.  In those critical areas make it a 4pt restriction.   This allows the mature bucks to mature in age and possibly escape...You will have a reduction 
in animals killed seasons 1-3 but it will even out and the same number of bucks at the 3pt level will be taken again.  I like the 3pt and would favor a 4pt rule but 
not by special permit...
Do whatever it takes to better sustain the herds for future opportunities for all.  The meat hunter will be satisified with 2 pointers and the antler hunters can go for 
the special permits for 3 point or better animals.
don't care how many points an animal has
Don't give "Master Hunters" so many 2 nd and 3rd seasons.   Don't give them 2nd tags so easily.
Don't hunt mule deer
Draw to Hunt. To Many hunters in the field screws up everyones hunt
Early Archery should be ANY buck. GMU 130 should have a late archery season
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Eastern Oregon has a high number of deer and they are draw only. Idaho has a high number of deer and you buy the tags over the counter. When they run out 
of tags that's it. But you get to hunt longer. Washington has a Short General season and less deer. You need to look at Or. and Id. because people would rather 
hunt there. I do.

eastern washington mule deer I belive should be 3 point min and permit only. to better the quality of mature bucks.  Also the does need to controled with b tags
EASTERN WASHINGTON MULE DEER SEASON LATER IN OCTOBER
Eliminate all point restrictions. Most of the time you don't have time to sit there and count points and still get a good shot.
Eliminate minimum point requirement
Eliminate special hunts for ahe and master hunters and open it up to all permit applicants, so everyone has a chance for these hunts, not everyone has the time 
to dedicate to becoming ahe certified.
Enforce off season laws to stop poaching and do not give Indians any special hunting opportunities unless they hunt like their forefathers did with a long 
bow...and wooden arrows.
Even years 2 point min   Odd years 3 point min    This would allow even year bucks with three points to live three years. This would also allow bucks with spikes 
to likely make it to three yeas of age if they were born on an odd year. every other year you get a crack at a three year old buck or a three year old buck with 2 
points can be weeded out of the genetics.  This would encourage older bucks and it would not destroy the brow tine genetics! 3 point restrictions are ill 
conceived Crap!
Expand the post general season special hunt permit harvest to include ANY buck.
Extend the hunting season in easteren washington to two weeks instead of one for mule  deer in all 200 &300 areas
Eye-guards SHOULD NOT be counted in the three point minimum rule .........EVER!
F. No change; restrict open habitat mule deer buck hunting to 4-point minimum and extend the general season 5 days for a total of 14 days. If anything, make 
the first 9 days of the general season 3-point minimum and the last 5 days 4-point minimum. 14 day total hunting season.
F. To build the quality of Mule Deer Bucks, restrict areas to permit only and no land owner permits.   G. Model Oregon's draw only system.  I like hunting every 
year, but this system provides an opportunity to get a quality buck usually every three years.  Note: I do not believe in landowner permits unless they also allow 
"Feel Free to Hunt" to get them.  Available land is hard to find, those owners who complain about crop damage but do not allow hunting should not be 
compensated or have input regarding this subject.
Fire Jeff Koenings and hire someone who cares about the wildlife (not just fish) of our state.
For all mule deer hunting areas, condersider 3-point minimum, with a limited number of special permits for "any buck" in each GMU.
For all mule, white tail, and black tail deer should be 3pt. or better for that 3 yrs. (2009-2011) to controll that age population.too many yearlings are being shot 
because too many hunters and accecible roads for road hunting. wich gives them that oppertunity to shoot any buck that they see.wich herts our deer population 
and growth for mature bucks. a lot of us are NOT trophy hunters but, there are too many yearlings being shot and it would be  nice to get this under controll so 
we can see more mature bucks. in order for this to work what we should do is set the penalties and fines much higher than what they are now to those that fail to 
follow the rules. for those areas that are getting over populated the WDFW could issue an extra deer permit deer tag to so many hunters in that specific area to 
help control the deer population in that certain area.
For areas of open land where the deer dose not have a lot of area to hide, I believe that a 3-point minimum system works very well in letting the deer herds 
mature.  We can use special permit hunts for a â€œany deerâ€� and â€œany buckâ€� hunt to manage the deer herds.  Perhaps open these areas up as 
â€œany deerâ€� for the archery hunters and â€œany buckâ€� for those who hunt with a muzzleloader.      Utilize muzzleloader hunters!  Although they only 
make up perhaps 3% of the general hunting population, muzzleloaders are perhaps the fastest growing in numbers, and they tend to have a very high harvest 
percentage rate, in some areas up to 93%.  Muzzleloader hunters can defiantly be a huge help to manage game population.      Also, Washington state currently 
dose not have a â€œmanagement deerâ€� program.  Meaning that one can go out and get a management deer (older, or weaker deer).  We can open up a 
â€œmanagement deerâ€� program where selected hunters can hunt for a â€œclassified management deerâ€� and hunt a mature deer (some type of evidence 
For areas with migratory herds and open habitat revise the laws to "any buck" and remove the 3 pt. min. This would eliminate the possiblility of someone 
shooting a 2 pt. or less in error. Plus would allow for more mature 3 pt. or better bucks (the breaders) to survive the hunting season.
For areas with migratory herds, "any buck" general season before the migration typically occurs (all weapon groups) and NO mature buck opportunity by special 
permit.  For example, archery 9/1-30; ML 10/1-10; MF 10/11-25.  Use doe permits late - migration/winter range timeframe - to manage population size.  (I would 
really like to see some parts of Chelan and Okanogan counties where the best mature bucks aren't cherry-picked on winter ranges by permit hunters; maximize 
quality general season opportunity).
for B. & C. I would consider a 4-point restriction in those areas you really want to become better trophy areas.  I don't like seeing a bunch of young bucks taken 
because then eventually the whole buck population will become quite small. I think D. could work in those areas where you want more older bucks to survive 
only if you put it on yearly rotations with 3 pt. minimums every 2nd or 3rd year.
For management objectives it may be better to have more alternatives to set different antler restrictions, but for hunters it is already getting difficult to figure out 
what the rules and restrictions are in effect in which units and adding different antler restrictions would complicate this further.
For migratory herds, the current 3-pt min works well as the yearlings get a chance to grow up and the timing of the season limits the big boy kill rate. (along with 
limited late permits)  for open flat habitat it  should be permit only and 3-pt min.
For open Habitat Mule deer by special permit only.  Use a mix of special permits some antlerless some mature buck.  land owners permits should only be max 2 
permits, other kills on the property by other hunters by permision only.
for open habitat use the 2 point and the any buck, rotate them every 2 or three years
For the 166 & 169, Tucannon -Wenaha wildreness make this a 4 point or better zone and extend the season to 16 days - no special permit zone, just 4 points or 
better
for westside blacktail either stop the late buck hunt (which you wont do because of money, but if it was permit only for late buck you would make more) or make 
two-point minimum all season long.
four point or better in all open areas and some high pressure areas 5 points or better
From my point of veiw (hunting since the late 70's) there are not only more mule deer bucks but they are stronger and healthier than when I was younger.  I'm 
not basing this on just my personal observations but from pictures of hunting seasons that reach back to the 1950's from my family hunting the exact areas that I 
grew up hunting.  The bucks today are far better than those from the pre 3 point restriction days.
Get the long term campers (LTCs) out of the National Forest.  I am seeing old RVs... becoming forest homes.  Also,  it would be nice to get the State Police 
involved with removing these campers - keeping track of the license plates and compounding non licensed vehicles.  With the increase in human population... 
new laws are needed.           The forest is becoming a threatening place for law abiding campers.  We are concerned about the crime that is occurring involving 
dumping of rubbish, poaching and robbery.
give the juvenniles a chance to become mature. keep the hunt the way it is.
Give us back our muzzle loader season, that was taken away from unit 136, we were supposed to get it back after 3 years, and it hasn"t happened, even though 
we have more deer then ever before.
GMU 372 has many mature mule deer.  I believe the season should be extended or offer special permits for early and late buck hunts.
Go back to the days of "any buck"..
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Go to a 4 point or better season that has work well in some of southern Idaho's general units. The numbers of mature bucks are up there. By this I mean 3 1/2 to 
5 1/2 year old bucks being seen before during and after seasons.
Go to special permit only for mule deer with some opportunity for hunts that run to the 10th of   November.  Yes, that's right a "rut" hunt.  If you limit the permits 
there should be a reward for those that draw.
greater enforcement of current rules and laws, more inpection of transported game in GMUs, rapid response to poaching reports.  More rules don't matter if 
there is minimal inspection and enforcement
Growing up in klickitat county I have seen the change in quanity and quality of larger bucks for the better. When the regulations changed to a 2 point min. it got 
better now that there is a 3 point minimun I have noticed larger bodied and larger horns on these deer. Also the type of hunters and oppurtunity is greater. You 
don't get hunters that just want to shoot "anything". You have to be very careful to make sure they are a 3 point.
Harvesting any animal with a bow is hard, and taking away the very small percentage of us having the chance at a mature buck isn't right. It was done with big 
bulls and if I'm lucky I get drawn every 3 to 4 years. I see big bulls all the time when I don't have a tag for one, but the years I do get drawn, I don't see a big bull, 
and that's how it would be with mature bucks. And these special tags take away from bow hunter's who have to get within 30 yards of an animal the chance to fill 
their tags and that not only get's expensive but frustrated. Bow hunter's teach their children the thrill of getting in close and hunting in a primitive way, frustration 
teaches a child to not want to hunt.
Have 4 point restriction in some areas, and have those points over 3 inches.
Have general hunting season with no antler restrictions and control the harvest by shortening seasons.  This avoids wastage.  I have personnally witnessed 3 
two point deer in the last 2 years left in the woods!  It also avoids concentrating on specific age groups within the deer herds.  (Actually there are no deer herds 
to speak of anymore due to over hunting and over harvest!  Especially in the Chelan area!)
Have more areas open for muzzleloaders in the late season.Or open deer season a week early.Or change everything to a 1 week season like the 
muzzleloaders.The late season is a joke with the areas open.
Have more doe only tags, The ratio of does to bucks is absurd.
have the deer and elk season open for two weeks instead of one week
here in the methow valley we have way too many mule deer does that are not migratory and are not able to be hunted except by special permit of which there 
are few.  I support a locals doe tag system that might involve private landowners or just general public areas in addition to the ability to be involved in the general 
hunt.
History has shown that any time you go to permits, the permits are few are far and few in between.  I suggest a shorter season and an any buck harvest to 
spread out the pressure instead of targeting only older bucks.  Some people would be thrilled with a spike or a 2-point buck.  No body wants to be restricted to 
only shooting a 2-point or less. Instead of the current 9 day season, go to 5 day season in the open mule deer areas.
How about a 2 point or BETTER antler restriction for several years to reduce the number of large two- points that continue to breed that gene into the population. 
Then return to the current 3 point restriction.
How about adopting a doe hunt in areas.  Hunting in the last 3 years I have seen 50 times more doe's than buck's. For some of us it is not about the record or 
trophy but putting meat on the table for our family. At least think about a doe drawing offering more tags.
How about just going to any buck and adjust season to maintain herd. This would ensure a good cross section of harvest.  The serious hunters would go for 
larger bucks and the more inexperienced hunters would go for the easier,smaller animals.
how about making more special permit draw tags and less over the counter tags for all mature buck hunting.
How about no two point maybe taken areas. Only spikes and three points can be taken.
How does putting pressure on the yearling bucks help the herd? Perhaps the mature buck has bad genetics. More emphasis should be placed on lowering the 
buck to doe ratio as many other successful states have adopted. By doing so, less doe's are available making mating competition stronger among the bucks. 
Only then will the true genetically strong bucks prevail. In Georgia, you can shoot ten doe's per year, while a hunter may only take two bucks (one of any size, 
and one with 4 points on one side minimum). Might I also add, that the rutt becomes truly a rutt. The bucks are in a frenzy trying to find doe's. The herds remain 
strong with good quality offspring being produces on a regular basis. I have never understood Washington States deer ideas. Kill anything that has a tiny horn 
showing, but for heavens sake, don't let anybody shoot a doe. Makes no sense! Kids should at least be able to shoot doe's on a regular basis. It will in no way 
hurt the herd......it may even help!
hunting 2 point or less ONLY would be tough.    do more speciel permits for any mule buck or any mule deer at all for kids
hunting for yearlings or spikes is not a good practice in my opinion.  Let them have a few years of life so they can grow to be 3 pt or better.
Hunting in Washington has turned so bad, I've deceided to not purchase a deer license until I see a more plentiful heard and more support from the State of 
Washington
I agree with distributing hunting pressure accross a broader range of bucks and favor a "stepped" approach, i.e. WEEK 1-spikes & 2pts WEEK 2-3pt or better.  
Get the "meat hunters" out of the field early and give the serious guys a shot at a mature buck without having to draw a special permit.  Most of the serious 
hunters I associate with are against having to draw to shoot a nice buck that's been eating their alfalfa all summer!
I also think the hunting season could be later in som areas where a hunter might have a better opportunity at a large migratory buck. Right now i think most of 
the deer sht are local and most likely yearlings.
I am a land owner in douglas county and for open range younger bucks would be a poor jugment if they were hunted. as I and others have a noff problems with 
truspassers just during the 3 point genral season. As every year I see only the young bucks survive. I like to hunt deer but I spend more time running peaple off 
then geting to hunt my own land.
I am a muzzle loader hunter the oportunities to hunt with a muzzLeloader only hunt have been diminishing for the last 10 years. Because of the restricted range 
of the muzzleloader rifle, mature bucks are not being harvested that frequently. Most of the hunts are just for anterless sort of an afterthought to other kinds of 
hunting. The units that are allowing muzzleloader hunting have been changing more and more. Just about the time you get to know an area you can't hunt there 
anymore. My idea is to let muzzleloaders hunt 2 point or better any unit with an option for permits for anterless  during muzzleloader only season. If there are to 
many does let us hunt them without requiring a permit. Even allow a hunter to purchase 2 or more tags just as many other states have done. Stop discouraging 
hunting  and encourage all outdoor activity.
I am an avid hunter and have hunted many other western states and have seen what properly managed wildlife can do for a state. I feel that there needs to be 
restrictions placed on the number of tags for all big game species in this state. I feel that most areas and all non permit only areas are over hunted. The over 
hunting has made for a poor experience in the field fighting crowds all the time and seeing many times more people than game animals. Other western states 
have gone to drawing all tags or several different short seasons to fight these problems. I feel our state has poorly managed our wildlife and that they are more 
concerned about the number of hunting licenses sold because they badly need the revenue to manage the wildlife. If there was a higher quality experience you 
would be able to charge higher fees per license to make up for the fewer sold. This state has high quality wildlife but it has not been managed for a high quality 
experience. If it was managed for a higher quality experience non-residence would want to come here to hunt something other than just sheep and you would 
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Issue 1-Mule Antler Restr
Issue 1:
I am an avid mule deer hunter of 17 years in this state. I have seen many changes in our hunting opportunity in that time and i am very concerned about the 
effects on our deer herds. I  DO NOT believe that focusing hunting pressure on young, dumb, immature animals is the answer. I am not sure how effective the 3 
point minimum rule is, but i believe it to be better than the 2 point or less rule. I think if you tried 2 point or less hunting that nearly all young bucks would be shot 
every year. I draw this conclusion from watching the Quilomene elk hunting plan. It appears that nearly every spike elk is killed every year in that unit (which is 
open habitat), and now only 3 any bull permits are given out for 2 areas combined....PATHETIC! deer are generally spikes their first year and 2 points their 
second year, That means they would be slaughtered as spikes, and if they did happen to make it through their first year they would be fair game their second 
year as well. My fear is that less concerned hunters will trade for increased hunting opportunity at all costs. I believe our greatest problem is too many hunters 
I am in favor of allowing a permit drawing for mature bucks in all mule deer areas and open the season on yearling bucks.  I believe this creates a more healthy 
herd that is dominated by the larger, more mature bucks that do the breeding.
I am in favor of the three point or larger rule as it has made significant changes in herd and buck size in our area. One issue I do have as a landowner in the 
area is the large two points that have been shot and left. I beleive there should be some way to let a hunter turn himself in for these mistakes without the penalty 
being so severe that he just walks away from his kill. There are some two point bucks in the 25" catagory that do not have eye gaurds at all. These animals at a 
couple hundred yards and on the run can look like a 4 point even to the experienced hunter. It is a shame to come across these animals after it's too late to do 
anything about them. I beleive in most cases if the fiine for turning yourself in for this mistake was small enough, most would do so and not waste the animal. 
How much of a fine is too small? And at what point is it too high so as to tempt the wlk away I do not know but it would seem there should be some way to do 
this. The fine for the walk away should then be raised to lesson the temptation to leave it lay.
I am in favor of whatever strategy necessary to acheive excellent mature buck to doe ratio wich will  provide a quality hunt. Even specific target animals such as 
2 point only etc.
I am more concerned with  carrying  capacity ,and  winter -kill  ,drought problems.
I am not crazy about antler counting restrictions due to the difficulty in identifying in the field. It would be a mistake to have a rule like 2-point or less, because it 
would be even more easy for hunters to mistakenly shoot an illegal deer (I thought there were only two, oops). It's sometimes hard to put a 3rd point on a legal 
deer now, but it would be worse the other way, so you'd end up with more deer shot by mistake and left laying to avoid risk of prosecution...

I am seeing too many great big mature 2-point mule deer (20"+ racks) in the 200 areas due to the 3-point or better rule and feel this is becoming a dominat gene 
in the area.  I would suggest focusing on ways to cull them out.  Three sugggestions:  1.) Allow more youth "any buck" or "any deer" permit tags to allow them to 
have a successful hunt while not having to focus on 3-point or better deer; 2.) every 5 years offering a general "any buck" season that all hunters participate in 
havesting any animal; 3.) Every 3rd year make it a "2-point or less" general mule season and offer mature buck opportunities by special permit.

I been hunting the Chiliwist in Okanokan for 40 odd year's. I have found that I see more buck's since there was no doe permits. I don't mind a Kid 16 or under 
having a doe permit. Also I was trying for years to get the game department to have 3 points or better for the main season. I also like the late hunt the way it is.
I believe all mule deer hunts should be by draw only. It is the only way to effective way to manage the herd. The high hunt should be a draw. Washington is one 
of the only states that has an open high hunt with rifles. I think our system should resemble the one used in Colorado for mule deer.
I believe restricting open habitat mule deer buck hunting to a 3-point minimum is the best idea.  I think it would be unsportmen like and unfair to the animal to 
have a 2 point or less restriction.  It would also take alot of the fun out of hunting because you dont have the chance to get a trophy unless you are drawn and 
these animals are easy to kill.  I have noticed that in some areas in lincoln county there are giant mature 2 point bucks with out eye guards.  Many people people 
believe that the gene pool for these kind of bucks is getting larger because we are selecting for the larger bucks and these genetic 2 points are breeding the 
does.  I think people should be allowed to harvest these bucks.  If a 2x2 mule deer has an inside spread of 18 inches or larger or an inside spread that is atleast 
to the tips of the ears or larger it should be allowed to be harvested. Many people including myself do not want to see these bucks spreading their genes.  18 
inches may be hard for some inexperienced hunters to judge so it could be a special draw permit.
I believe that antler restrictions should be effective almost statewide on all 3 species and extra doe only permits given out in certain areas where there is a major 
problem with the buck to doe ratios (mostly blacktail regions). Our deer management policies are a joke to surrounding states. Trophy opportunities are few and 
almost impossible to plan on. We should take a look at antler restrictions and multiple tags in several portions of the state.
i believe that archery hunters should get the opportunity for a general season any buck hunt and that antlerless should be permit only
I believe that deer hunting and buck escapement would improve if mule deer hunting were by permit only and permits were for 2 point or less AND 3 point or 
larger. Also if drawn adult hunters should not be eligible to apply for 1 year following being successful drawing the permit of their choice. In the event of permits 
left after the draw they should be made available to all that desire to apply in the leftover drawing
I believe that having a 2-point or less restriction will result in mature bucks (3-point or better) being killed by mistake.  I have seen plenty (and passed on 
harvesting) of nice forked horn bucks that had an eye guard making them a legal 3-point.
I believe that it should be 4pt minimum
I believe that the current mule deer management plan is a good one.
I believe that the season options should be based on the weapon of choice.  Rifle should be restricted as animals can be taken from great distances and the 
chances of taking an animal are excellent.  Black powder should be slightly restriced for the same reason.  Archery should be open for any animal, male or 
female, antlers or not due to the close range and accuracy necessary to take an animal.  For the average hunter, not the professional with a guide, the chances 
of taking a deer on public lands is less than 50%.

i believe that there are several units with an abundance of mature 2-point mule deer as a result of bad genetics and available minerals to support antler growth. 
these areas should be hunted by permit only for 2-point animals  to clean up the gene pool. i.e. methow valley , twisp, winthrop, and okanogan counties that 
aren't migration herds. special youth hunts would be a great idea. 3point min. &longer season for archery . general 3point season for rifle and muzzleloader and 
if bigger older bucks are what the hunter is after then that person should do thier homework, scout and hunt harder, and learn to pass up immature animals at all 
costs. this should be a general code of ethics with respect for the animal pursued.            joe calpito avid successful washington deer hunter.
I believe that there is certain units with to many hunters. Therefore I believe those units should use the permit draw for the big bucks. Such as the units in the 
Okanagon valley. A mature buck has very few years to go with so much pressure
I believe that you could lower some of the numbers in some areas for your special deer permit hunts and actually have the hunt during the prime time of the rut 
instead of a week or two prior. This would actually give more meaning to the term special permit.
I believe, that with landowner only permits ther will be only special interest groups that wilol be able to hunt for mule deer. To much of the land is being taken up 
by hunting leases. They call themselves management units, but it is just a way to close land to hunters, and puts to much pressure on the land that is open to 
the general public.
I disagree with your questions and and disappointed with your direction.  The way you have the seasons set up and how you have the hunting set up is entirely 
unsupported by me. You charge outrageous fee's and then you only have a week or so to hunt any Mule deer, Elk or other types of deer.   When you open 
hunting to the whole state you will find people will go to area's they know and hunt, rather than to specific area's where it is marked for that hunting only. When 
you over load an area with hunters you are asking for problems like poaching and spiteful open shooting of the wrong animal.   If hunting opens for deer on 
November 3rd it's open everywhere in the state not skattered area's where people and hunters mix. Open hunting throughout the whole state on a date and end 
it two weeks later with an early hunt being able to take 2 point and below including Doe's. Then reopen it later in the month or following month and have a 
restriction of 3 point or above. That way people will be able to shoot a doe for their freezer and are less likely to poach or shoot anything else. This is about the 
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Issue 1-Mule Antler Restr
Issue 1:
I do not believe that restricting the antler point and having a drawing for mature bucks is the way to go. I think that there will not be enough opertunities for the 
hunters to get quality hunts, it will be the same system as that used for elk with only the young being harvested. I think that making all units special permit only is 
a better way to manage the numbers. I also believe that the seasons for any spieces should be shortened, with at least a week break between seasons so that 
animals have a chance to relax from the presure of hunters.
I do not know anything about deer hunting and the areas. No comment so I will stay neutral.
I do not know what your research has shown, but I usually hunt (50/50 muley & whitetail) very open area (North Walla Walla County).  The first year or two after 
the 3-point antler restriction went into effect, was tough, with few legal bucks.  After that, however, I began seeing more and bigger bucks than ever, which has 
continued to the present.  (I do notice, however, an increasing number of REALLY big 2-point muleys.)     Hunting later (November) during the special permit 
antlerless seasons, I still see big muley bucks -- lots more than before the 3-point restriction went into effect.    By the way, what is option A supposed to 
accomplish?  Or is it incorrectly worded?
I do not support any further special permit hunts. This is just a way for the game department to make more money.
I do not support anything that requires a special permit for mature bucks for the general season.    Open the general season to 'any buck' and more younger 
bucks will be harvested and less pressure on the mature bucks as hunters will fill tags with the smaller bucks.
I do not support Special Permit Hunts. The hunting seasons are short enough and confusing enough without adding more restrictions!
I do not understand option 'A'. If you mean the regular season is for any buck (which would include mature bucks) and a special separate (later) season for 
mature bucks, then I support that. I am OK with just an "any buck" general season for these areas.    For option 'D', I support the special permit only opportunity, 
but not landowner permits. I am dead set against the commercialization of hunting in any way, shape, or form and if you grant landowner permits, then that is 
what you will get.
I do not want to see our states hunting opportunities to go to permit only.
I dont favor a hard and fast rule, since herd dynamics can vary from weather, over harvest, it should be flexible enough for the game managers to recommend 
the best system at the time a problem is determined
I don't hunt mulies, so my input should be minimal.
I don t like the idea of 2 points or less with over the counter tags, because too many small bucks will be harvested.  The three point or better rule makes some 
sense, but the fact is almost every buck that grows 3 points is being harvested.  The majority bucks growing old are geneticlly inferior, and we are breeding 
bucks that only grow 2 points.  I like the fact that not every deer with horns is being harvested, but don't like that the majority of deer growing to maturity and 
doing most of the breeding are passing on the 2 point trait.  I understand the challenge that WDFW faces in trying to produce bigger bucks and controll 
populations at the same time and don't know that I have the right answer.  One thing that may help is a special permit hunt on does to help controll populations 
as well as special permits for bucks.
I dont like the idea of having to have a special permit to hunt for anything during the regular season.  its just another way to get more money, and ive never been 
drawn for anything its damn near imposible.
I don't support D. with land owner permits. This will further restrict hunting to non-land owners. I could support a permit only like Eastern Oregon does. Land 
owner permits commercialize hunting.
I don't think enough information is given to reach effective decisions to support or not support this situation. Examples really need to be given. Using terms like 
"all mule deer hunting area",  and "all with open habitat" can be viewed as the whole state. Areas with Migratory herds....I could bet every GMU has what could 
be considered a "migratory herd".
I dont think that it will solve anything to redirect hunting pressure to yearling bucks with 2 or less points. you say that 90% of 1.5 year olds are killed in some 
areas; if this statistic transposes over to yearling bucks with 2 or less points, which it most assuredly would, then there won't be any bucks left to become more 
mature. Possibly in 5 years when the older bucks die from old age or permit harvests there won't be any bucks left to breed, quality or otherwise. I cannot see 
how this tactic would help quality deer hunting in the future.   I would suggest a couple of ideas: First and most important I think that motorized vehicle  access in 
too many places is the cause of much of our hunting issues in this state. If more roads were closed to mv's(motorized vehicles) it would lower harvest rates 
without restricting opportunity. Its the best of both worlds. People would still have the same hunting opportunity at quality animals except they would have to work 
harder for it, and I think it would definitely improve the quality of hunting. Of course I also believe that exceptions to people with disabilities and seniors should be 
I enjoy the chance of being able to harvest a mature buck every year.
I feel "any buck" in most areas provides a good opportunity for mature bucks to survive. Restrictions such as 2 points or less make it too difficult to make sure it 
does not exceed two points, especially hunting white tail. The 3 point minimum rule for mule deer can also be difficult to make sure it actually has three points, 
there are alot of large 2 point racks out there. My point is that I have seen deer left in the field (dead) that do not met the minimum point rule. I would rather hunt 
every other year and go back to "any buck"; or option A noted above.
I feel that 3-point mininum on genral season hunts should stay the same, with adding more youth any deer permits during genral season.
I feel that it is necessary to manage the open habitat mule deer populations differently than the mule deer that inhabit forested habitats.  Because the forested 
habitat areas provide greater escapement which assures maturation of bucks, the current 3-point restriction is probably effective in most of those areas. 
However, the open country mule deer areas probably need more assurance that some bucks will survive to maturity. This is probably best accomplished through 
antler restrictions and issuance of special permits for a controlled number of bucks. Even more restrictive management in select shrub-steppe areas are 
encouraged to establish premium hunt opportunities similar to those offered in most other western states.
I feel that the current 3-point minimum strategy has been successful in many areas, but DFW must be adaptive and be willing to adjust in certain locations.  
Such as your A & B options above, but this should be based on herd and harvest data, not just geography.  I also feel that a rotational restriction would be 
beneficial, such as for areas that are generally a 3-point minimum, having a 2 point or less season every 3 or 5 years.  This would help reduce undesirable 
genetics that will never produce trophy bucks.
I feel that the DNR is not doing it's job of proper game management, and are not improving habitat for the Mule Deer population to increase.  For healthier herds, 
DNR needs to start planting plants and trees that provide better calories for the Mule Deer herds.  Apple Tree's, Acorn Tree's, Clovers, Wild Persimmon.  All of 
which would provide the Mulies with proper calories, and minerals for muscle building, strong bones, improved embryonic development for stronger fawns, and 
larger thicker antler growth on the Bucks.  The DNR is doing a terrible job and are waisting resources.
I feel that we are in need of either a any buck season in certain areas that have bad genetics where there is a concentration of mature 2 points that will never be 
shot in a 3 point restriction area that end up breeding their genetics into the does. We have all seen areas where ther are 2 point bucks that will never get any 
bigger nor will they face harvest because of their poor genetics. This can be  seen in the Northbend area blacktails where you can shoot a 6-7 year old deer that 
has only 2 points
I feel there should be no  point restriction so as to allow a greater number of mature bucks survive. This will allow more yearlings with bad genetics to be 
harvested and create a stronger, healthier herd. I don't agree with special permits state wide for mature bucks. I do agree with special permits in GMUs such as 
290.
I feel your trying to cator to the kill everything crowd, because my experiance living in mule deer country is that when these bucks go through there first hunting 
season they tend to wise up, they tend to move away from the doe's and become more solitary,they also are more likly to run than stand and look, therefore 
survival rate is better!!! I have lived through the kill everthing era and remember seeing very few doe's with fawns. Since the 3 point era you very seldom see a 
doe without a fawn!!!  Another thing to consider is when you get a bad winter the mature animals tend to survive therfore the deer herd recovery is going to be 
shorter. As far as overall survival, your not killing enough COUGAR!!!!!!!!
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I grew up in Utah, where they tried the 3-point or better restriction durring my teenage years.  This actually had a negative impact both with the deer herd as well 
as hunters.  Several smaller than legal deer were killed each year and about half were left in the field (wasted) due to the hunters being scared of the fines 
related to taking a smaller buck.  They only continued the point restriction for about 5 years then went back to any buck with some mature buck 
opportunities/areas.  The deer herd in Utah seems to be better now than under the 3-point restriction.
I have found that WDFW has let to many land owner the right to pick and choose who they let hunt the land that the state owns but they lease. look at the 
options you show here BY PERMIT
I have hunted for years with friends and my sons and son in Laws. We all have our college degrees in various fields. One common observation we have is that 
the game regulations are way too complicated.   I personally have spent hours color coding game maps to prove to a friend that the area he pland to hunt was in 
fact closed. I've almost given up hunting, but I feel hunting to be an american legise, which I want passed on my grand children.
I have hunted in unit 231 for over 20 years this area is one of the first under a 3 point restriction and hunt quality has gone down. There are no large deer left and 
finding a 3 point buck is now almost like finding diamonds. Unless you have a horse or get drawn for the late hunt a hunter is better off not hunting!!!!!!!!!
I have hunted Swakane for 20 years and I believe that there are better quality mature bucks present during the late season archery hunt currently than in the last 
10 years. I feel opening a hunt on the immature ( 2 point or less) bucks would only limit the potential for natural selection within the herd for the best gentitics to 
show up in mature animals.
I have never seen a one and a half year old mule deer buck with a three point configuration on one side, period.  I hunt the S.E. area of Washington foothills and 
forest.  What I see is more two points with no eye guards that are white muzzled and probably are three and a half years old.       What I do see is more pressure 
on deer as a result of Quad ATVs  and too much road access on State and Federal Lands, Treaty and non-treaty both.     More mature bucks is good even 
though they are only two pointers.        Would you show me the data about one and a half year old mule deer bucks displaying three point configuration? Please. 
Perhaps I hunt in an area where it rarely exists.       If there are one and a half year old mule deer being harvested because they sprout eye guards prematurely, 
then eliminate eye guards as a qualifying point!  Eye guards are difficult to see under any hunting conditions and as a legal one inch point they undoubtably 
cause many young mule deer bucks to be shot mistakenly as a legal buck, and left for the ravens and coyotes.       I also recommend to you to work with the 
I have switched to archery hunting because i get a longer season and tend to see more animals and less people.  I am conserned by the lack of mature deer 
that i do see when my wife rifle hunts.  All the animals shot seem to be only a couple years old.  Leaving alot of immature deer to do the breeding.  I know im not 
seeing all the animals but it would be nice if more mature deer got to pass on their good genetics during the breeding season.  To me option B makes the most 
sence.    Tom Wright
I hunt an area, east Klickitat where once, any buck was a trophy and very few mature bucks survived. Two point restrictions helped but the best thing was the 3 
point minimum where now, those that escape do the breeding and the genetice of antler size, and width have increased.  I can show you the differences on my 
shop wall.
I hunt Asotin county for deer.  I see more mature bucks since the 3 point rule went into effect.  However I also see alot of large 2 points.  It seems that under the 
3 point rule that I see more bucks period.  I fear that if the rule was 2 point or under + mature bucks by permit that very few yearlings would survive at all.
I hunt Chelan county only where 3point+ buck Survival seems ok
I hunt Mule Deer in GMU 245.  The 3 point or larger restriction works well in these mountainous areas.  I still see enough spikes and 2 points, but I see alot more 
quality bucks as well.    My major objections are that the present regs make the season too early, and that the season is only 9 days long.  With seasons 
opening as early as the 10th of October conditions tend to be dry, dusty, and deer movement during the day is very limited.  The 9 day season doesn't allow 
hunters to spread out their impact on the areas and on the game.  All the hunters are in the field at the same time and the best places to hunt are just too 
crowded!  There is no way to get away from the trucks, bikes, and people horseing around on quads.  I've been hunting this same area for 47 years, I love the 
place and I'm stubborn, but current regs concerning dates and season duration are spoiling the experience.  I hope you will consider my comments, I don't have 
that many years left to hunt and I will appreciate anything you can do to improve the experience.
I hunt with traditional archery and Believe that if we cannot get the population of Mule Deer closer to the numbers of whitetail we should at least have some 
trophy potential
I know I am old fashion....my grandad...my dad....myself..my son....what is the problem???? It is the new wave of people and they just don't get it.....The new 
game department is just about the money and their jobs....the old days are gone....I would love somebody to debate me on this...but I will bet a no show....Alan 
Rasmussen 509-766-8201
I like A above, but only for archery hunters.
I like option "D" without the landowner permits
I like the permit process for deer and elk hunting.  It offers a much better experience and even if I was to only draw every few years, the hunting pressure in the 
general seasons is what hurts my experience.  I wish we had more limited draw archery hunts for deer.  Swakane has become so crowded in the late hunt, it is 
sad to see such great genetics going to waste.  I support any regulations that increase the amount of older age class animals in an area.  I would like to see 
general seasons in migratory units and permit only in the later "migration" seasons.
I LIVE IN BOISTFORT WE HAVE A 3PT MIN FOR ELK IT HAS INCREASED THE AMOUNT OF "BIGGER" ANIMALS IN OUR AREA AND SMALLER ONES 
THAT ARE NOT HARVESTED. OUR DEER POPULATION IS REALLY LOW. IT WOULD BE NICE TO SEE A TWO POINT MINIMUM ON BLACK TAILS. 
ALSO DO AWAY WITH DOE TAGS AND MAKE THEM DRAW PERMITS. OUR DEER POPULATION SEEMS TO DECREASE EVERY YEAR, BUT NOTHING 
HAS BEEN DONE TO SLOW THE LOSS OF GAME. THANK YOU
I live ina an area in which I often witness yearling females that have been killed, skinned, and the skin left in an open park to rot, this is not only wrong, but 
unsanitary and cruel. I feel that crossbow/archery hunting should be illegal since it is a extremely difficult, no matter how proficient a hunter thinks they are, to 
make a single shot and clean kill without inflicting suffering to the animal.
I noticed all the good muzzleloader areas are gone and we are mostly moved into ares of migratory dear when they are not yet migrating. Why not use the safer 
muzzleloader hunters to help manage the dear and elk by giving us a fair oppertunity. I was at one time a modern firearm hunter until another hunter shot at 
movement (ME) then I switched. Also let us use the jacketed bullet instead of forcing us to use solid lead which isn't good for the environment. Why not allow the 
use of a scope for the one shot we get, to make it a better more accurit shot further helping us help manage heards. A lot of what was once muzzleloader areas 
have become archery areas and most of 251 is migratory and they don't come in until modern firearm season. Last why can't we get two weekends in the early 
hunt?
I plan on hunting other states, and quite buying Washington tags.  I would like to season to be later in the year, and open more high Cascade hunting areas.
I PREFER THE DEER TO BE MANGAED FOR TROPHY POTENTIAL IN AT LEAST HALF THE UNITS. IF CERTAIN UNITS ARE CONSIDERED OVER 
POPULATED, THEN AN "ANY BUCK" SEASON MAY BE APPROPRIATE FOR A FEW YEARS

I propose removing the point restrictions for archery only.  This policy could be applied to the first half of the early season.   More hunters would change to 
archery which has a lower success ratio than modern or muzzleloders and thus you would accomplish the same or greater management goals and at the same 
time provide a better hunting opportunity.  I do not favor more special permits.  It seems that all the Department is doing anymore is adding a special permit for 
this and that.  In my opinion that is no way to manage a population but it is a way to get revenue which seems to be the objective of the Department.
I really don't like the way you manage when it comes to the tribes!  They need to follow the same rules that I must follow. Pick a season and pick a rifle,archery 
and etc.
I really don't think you should be shooting buck at all. I think the law should restrict all predatory killing  of bucks.
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Issue 1-Mule Antler Restr
Issue 1:
I really like option D.  A more developed herd with more mature deer and higher numbers would be my preference. Personally i would prefer to see more mature 
bucks, even if it meant i would have to wait and draw a tag to get a chance to really chase one.
I really only care about the mountain areas, so whatever happens east of the Columbia doesn t concern me too much.      Although tough to implement and 
enforce, I'd suggest rewriting the rules to specifically target older deer, including the oddball giant forkhorn.  AK has hard and fast rules for sheep (full curl or 8+ 
years old) and moose (3 or 4 browtines, or 50" minimum spread).  These are tough rules to live by in the field, but it works.  I suggest a branched-antler 
requirement, with some sort of minimum tine length or spread.  This would allow taking of mature forkhorns, and would cast lots of doubt on shooting 1.5 and 2.5 
year old bucks.      You'll have to enable everyone to safely rat on everyone else, in order to enforce this.  Provide incentive to do so, and drastically step up 
punishment in cases of wanton waste (As in, you no longer get to hunt here).      Hire a couple of physically fit gamies, and send them into the mountains.  I hunt 
the mountains and in the last 10 years, have not seen any fish/game enforcement folks, at any time.      Aggressively seek some sort of compromise with all of 
I see the problem lies within the wdfw, Just trying to get us more like oregon and a total draw system,as for the Elk herd Management issue. Why is Washington 
state the only state with a declining Elk herd? if there is such a problem than get rid of all permit hunts and open everything up to spike or better. This will spread 
the hunters out and thin the herds to make them more healthy..
I support any buck  for areas with migratory herds and for areas with open habitat. Where I hunt there are very few quality bucks and that s due to the fact that 
everyone has to hold out for a 3 point or greater buck. This focuses 100% of the attention on not only the imature 3pt's but more importantly it focuses attention 
on the mature 4 poionts. I truely believe that if it were "any buck", the vast majority of hunters would shoot the very first spike or two point that they saw during 
the season and the bigger bucks would walk. This also would allow the bigger mature bucks to do the breeding durring the rut and in turn passing on the best 
genetics. In years past, I've seen way too many imature two and three points breeding does in November. Thank you for you're time and I hope you take my 
comments to heart. This is something I'm very passionate about and I'm glad to finally get to voice my opinion.
I support a 2-point or less; however, possibly rather than by permit every several years the season could be opened for 3 point or better. I believe we are 
allowing our more mature bucks to be harvested only to leave inferior, younger bucks to breed
I support a permit only hunt program that focuses on a 3 pt minimum requirment to improve the overall quality of mule deer bucks that Eastern Washington 
should be producing anyway.  Need to harvest does and let the small bucks grow so we can all have the chance to enjoy a quality mule deer hunt.
I support a two point minimum in all areas.
I support continued use of the 3 point restriction as is, in chelan county, and reduce the number of special permits for rifle muzz and archery hunts.  To many 
mature deer being killed.  As your post harvest flights have shown the last two year 4 year old bucks and older are few and far between. To much hunting 
pressure.
I support E, but would also support a little longer season with regulations outlined in E.
I support having permit only mule deer hunting, without giving landowner permits.
I support landowner permits if half the permits are draws and a landowner fee is paid from drawing fees, even if drawing fees must be raised.
I support option E. No change; restrict open habitat mule deer buck hunting to 3-point minimum.  With exception to General Season Archery hunters and all 
methods of special permit hunters to be provided with either any deer or any buck when hunting Mule deer.  All hunters would like to harvest a mature buck, the 
3-point minimum helps create the opportunity for success, but with the limitation of archery equipment and the special permit season dates and odds of drawing 
the option to harvest any animal would be desirable.
I support that all bucks are legal. It is up to the hunter to decide if he wants a mature buck or if he is in the hunting to put meat on the table.
I support whatever you experts think best.  But you've got to simplify and quit trying to micro manage nature.  Hunting in WA is a dying sport as it is and the 
complexity of our regulations is only hastening it's demise.
I the fewer antler restrictioins the better. There are too many hunters that may shoot a 3 point and looking to see if it had only 2 points and leaving it to rot. We 
have had the 3 point minimum for several years now and I think hunters are geting used to it.I think the more varied the restrictions are for each area the more 
mistakes will be made, keep it simple as possible and still manage our rescourse using sound wildlife management practices, not managing the public, and 
hunters.
I think all mule deer hunting should go to a draw. Look at Colorados deer herds. All draw and you can hunt every year.     Washington would even be better 
suited for this, since hunters can alos hunt blacktails, and whitetails in Washington state.
I think areas where open habitat exist and you have mature 2 point bucks becoming dominant, a special drawing for two point bucks should be considered.
I think our mule deer populations are suffering in open habitat areas.  You guys have enough information to know how many special permits you could give out 
for successful harvest and start maintaining herds with more mature bucks and better genetics.  The way it is now, we're killing all the young bucks with good 
genetics that are often three points on their first horn growth.
i think something needs to be done about the poor quality of mule deer hunting in this state, but i don't think that any of these options are the direction that we 
need to go in.
I think that a sate wide youth any buck season would help insure our next generation
i think that all west side units should be 2pt min. and all east side units should be 3pt not counting eye guards. west is the same as the west side elk units.
I think that due to infringing devolpements, posted properties and overcrowding of hunters it is time to allow us hunters to purchase licenses on an odd/even year 
bases coinciding with birthday years.
I think that the 3-point restriction does not work. I've seen bucks with spikes and 2-point shot accidently because it it hard to identify three points. I also believe 
that doe population in the Okanogan is too high and they tend to reside in town and on farm land instead of in the forest.
I think that the hunting seasons need to be pushed back at least one week due to the climat changes and deer movement. This will give the people that buy 
there tags every year a better chance of harvisting an amimal.
I think that, although its hard to see a big beautiful trophy buck and have to let it go because its not a legal buck to shoot, like in some elk hunts...there are 
several small bucks that I have seen shot by mistake because they were thought to be legal deer.  Also, more people will get thier deer and you won't have small 
bucks shot by mistake being left in the woods to waste.  If you let the small bucks become harvested and save the larger ones for a permitted hunt, the herd will 
be much better off for it because of betterment of the gene pool in the herd.  What was a big mistake was giving out too many permits or a late general hunt that 
was not supervised by state wardens like just after the Entiat fire.....kids were allowed permits, and the dads were the ones doing the shooting and that hunt just 
about wiped out the trophy heard, it was sickening to see.    OR...how about setting aside a few areas for general season trophy hunting, like, 4 point only 
areas??  I personally am a trophy hunter and have not taken a buck for several years because I haven't gotten close enough to one for a good shot but love to 
I think the bios should be allowed to do there jobs, I would hope they are comunicating with manager in other staes
I think the permit drawing rather it is for deer or elk would better beinifit the species populations if the permit system went back to the pre Wild numbering. IN that 
if I draw in 2008 then I would have to skip the draw for that species in 2009 even if I did not fill my tag. I have been hunting the east side for 40 years and I think 
the populations of deer and elk were healthier than.
I think the problem here is to step back and look at the areas that is hit the hardest. On both sides of the fence. To include the natives over harvesting of deer 
and elk. And close those areas give the yearling a chance to help populate. All I see is how the hunter on this side of the fence needs to be restricted.
I think the state is not considering any favorable decisions for the disabled to hunt mule deer. Also I think a disabled person should be allowed to hunt any mule 
deer, because the limitation of 3 pt. or better does not give us any oppertunity to harvast a deer. I also believe you have the season so earlu for mule deer in 
eastern wash. that it is almost impossible for a healthy hunter ro harvest a deer, let alone a disabled person that is restricted to their automobilem or restricted to 
the road.
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Issue 1-Mule Antler Restr
Issue 1:
I THINK THERE IS TOO MANY SPECIAL PERMIT AREA'S.THE IDEA'S ABOVE ARE GOOD BUT,IT GOES RIGHT TO SPECIAL PERMIT OPTIONS AFTER 
EACH SUGGESTION.
I think we need to manage our Deer for quality hunting opportunities and increase the survival rate of the younger animals.  Landowner permits are ok, but I think 
they hurt hunters in lower economic classes.  Ideally hunters should have equal oppotunity to quality animals regardless of economic class.
I think we should have special permit draws on all deer hunts.
I think what you're doing is OK actually. Why the mulies have moved to the Basin hasn't been solved yet. It seems we're witnessing evolution.
I think you are looking at this wrong, people don't want more to survive for the sake that more survive it is so they can produce a strong crop for next year so 
more big bucks can be shot.  Perhaps harvest durring the rut and post rut, thus allowing mature bucks to breed giving the herd better genetics instead of the 
current eliminate the genetics of mature bucks before they pass on the genes would be more suitable than trying to figure out how to shoot the few remaining 
ones you have before they breed.
I think you should consider how the state of Ohio does their deer management program.  I would say it is the best in the nation.  Use zone restrictions based on 
statistics.  All bucks need to be allowed to grow if your concern is rack size.
I would assume there would be an increase in the number of tags available for "Mature Buck".  Would these options apply across the board on all weapons 
(archery, muzzle loader, and modern)?
I would be in support of a 2-point or more season to focus harvest of younger bucks.  I usually pass on ten or more 2-point mule deer every season.
I would be interested in what the state biologist feel would be most successful.  Depending on the GMU, some areas need to decrease the total herd and other 
areas need to increase the total herd.  I am most interested in a balance between managing the herd and increasing the mature bucks.
I would go with E but add the youth under 15 be able to harvest any buck.
I would like one additional any bull elk added to region one for hunter ed insentive hunts. There is no reason that this has not occured in the past. We have a 
number of bulls dieing of old age.
I would like to put less hunting pressure on mature mule deer bucks during the rut when they are most vulnerable and physically stressed and have more early 
hunt oppertunities in September with   rifle in the higher timbered areas and other wilderness areas (example areas would be: the roadless  area next to the 
Glacier Peak Wilderness area, the roadless area in NE Pend Oreille county, and the  Wenaha Wilderness area to name a few.
I would like to see  2 point or better Statewide for buck hunting with no restrictions as to number of points 2 and over.
I would like to see "any deer".  Most of my peers hunt for meat and are frustrated at having to pass up deer after deer simply waiting for a 3 point buck that never 
appears.  After years of 3 point only restrictions we are now seeing large herds of does and very few bucks if any.
I would like to see a 3-point or less rather than 2-point, but either would be much preferred the 3-point minimum rule.
I would like to see a 4 pt minimum for muledeer
I would like to see a one year no hunting for deer and elk
I would like to see a program started that would give WASHINGTON huntes the oppertunity to harvest a good mule deer. Maybe a once very three years tag to 
hunters. I believe we just have so many hunters in the woods, the mule deer numbers are just getting reduced to sub-standard.
I would like to see a spike only deer  or 4pt deer season , with a late 4pt or better permit system . the land owner permits to me seem to just be away for land 
owners to benifit from our management system and charge for hunts , lets let those mature bucks breed the does . It seems to me a lot of the land owner tags 
are in there winter areas and they get to shoot our managed bucks that we,ved worked on growing mature.
i would like to see all mule deer buck hunting on a draw basis. you could have a general season with a good no. of permits and then a trophy season in 
November for rut hunting for more mature animals.
I would like to see Anterless hunts made more available to Muzzleloader hunters.
I would like to see any landowner tags:1. Good for only immediate family members, 2. Non-transferable and, 3. Require the landowner to declare one of two 
options; a. Landowner tag is only good on their land, or b. Landowner tag is good state or unit wide only if their land is open for the public to hunt.
I would like to see chelan county draw only with a later season. I have lived here all my life and have seen a big decline in population and I bealeave its do to 
high pressure.
I would like to see GMA 101 through 127 open to two point Mule or larger starting in 2009. The reason you went to 3 point or better was because of the sever 
winter kill of 1998. The population of mule deer is alot higher now than it was in 1997.
I would like to see it be two point or better on the west side of the state, for Black Tails.
I would like to see more areas managed for trophy class animals. More areas open by special permit for late archery. I would like to see a minimum number of 
preference point required to apply for "trophy permits". For example you may need 3 points to apply for a late archery Entiat tag.
I would like to see more Doe permits offered. In the areas I hunt mule deer, the Doe to Buck ratio is out of sorts. In a two hour period one morning, I saw over 
fifty mule deer and not one buck amongst them. In these areas let the hunter choose a doe or buck only permit (can only choose one). Offer an incentive for the 
hunter to take the doe permit. (i.e. two points toward the next special permit instead of one). Control deer herds by harvesting Doe and manage the mature 
bucks with permits.
I would like to see more doe permits.
I would like to see more does harvested in areas where you want to have a larger buck population.
I would like to see the deer season open during the rut rather than the current pre-rut scenario
I would like to see the general season go into the first week of November.
I would like to see the hunting season for modern weapon to be longer than it is now
I would like to see the mule deer season extended to two full weeks. Bow hunters get to long to hunt. I do agree on there being a three point or better for mule 
deer.  Thank you for asking.
i would like to see the season another week longer till say the end of october
I would like to see the three point minimum to be three antler points on the main beam, eye guards should not be part of  the point count. Reason, I've seen 
dead two points in the field and its hard to tell if the eye guards are there or long enough at any distance and I believe it leads some hunters to shoot because of 
the animals two point antler size hoping for eye guards.
I would like to see the west side deer late 4-day hunt in November brought back in more of the units even if it meant a shorter regular season.
I would need more facts, and data to support, or decline
I would not mind seeing mule deer go to permit only.  Give out early and late season tags in various catagories.  Some tags 3pt min. some 2pt or less and some 
anterless.  This state has the genetics to kick out the next world record typical and if you go to draw only and give these deer the chance to get to a mature size 
Im sure you would have alot more out of state hunters applying here and that would bbring in a large chunk of change.  Alot of the recreational hunters will be 
upset but they will apply for tags regardless.
I would only support landowner tags IF the private property that earned the tags was open for public access for hunting.
I would prefer an approach that maximizes hunter success AND overall deer herd population and health without taking into consideration what type of deer 
hunters prefer to harvest.  This would favor begining hunters with higher success rates, and more experienced hunters that seek to harvest a particular type of 
animal can draw for permits, do additonal scouting, or other such activities.
I would rather see area closeures for alternating years or shortened season in those highly effected areas than a change back to 2pt or less.  I remmber when 
there was no restriction.  All of the spike and 2 pt bucks were wiped out quickly.  Since the restriction, i see lots of 2pt or less bucks.  Also 2pt or less areas 
would see an increase in hunting pressure dues to better odds of filling a tag.
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Issue 1-Mule Antler Restr
Issue 1:
I would really like to see a closure of deer searson in the areas that have been hit hard.  Let them recover for a few years then reopen
I would support 2 pt minimum all bucks except spike and antlerless for kids under 15 and retirees, and offer limited permits during November, also cut down the 
number of seasons game is chased too much your management compared to other western states is pathetic, limit the number of licenses sold over the counter 
we have too many people chasing a declining resource get out in the field stop managing game from your offices
I would support a state wide draw for residents and nonresidents for mule deer. The number of hunters in any given GMU could be limited, which would allow 
more bucks to mature and possibly lengthen the season to give those that draw a permit a better chance to fill a tag.     I would be willing to go a few years 
without a tag to have the opportunity to hunt a longer season for higher quality bucks with a reduced number of hunters in the woods.
I would support any branch antler buck in Mule Deer areas. I would also support special GMU s with limited drawings for mature bucks or late hunts, however, I 
do not support having to purchase a deer tag and license to put in for a drawing. I don't support paying for a tag that I will not use if I am not drawn. At current 
my wife and five boys will no longer be purchasing deer tags in this state. The seasons are way too early and and with the 3-point restriction it's impossible most 
times to tell if you are looking at a legal 3-point or a 2-point. I have seen 4 dead 2-points left in the woods to rot since this restriction began in 1996. People are 
shooting them thinking they are legal and leaving them dead when they find out they are not legal and moving on to hunt additional deer. It's a waste of the 
resource and a senseless killing. When the state goes to a "any branch antler" Mule Deer and puts the seasons a week or so later (and more than 2 weekends) 
my hunting party will come back to Washington. Meanwhile our revenue will go to Idaho and Montana.
I would support option B but only if it alternated every 2-3 years to "any buck" or to "3-point" or better.  I beleive to effectively manage the deer population in a 
given area you must alternate between "any buck", "2-point or less" and "3-point or better".  This alternating must take place every 2-3 years.
I would support option D if it didn't have the landowner permits, those usally get sold to wealthy hunters who can afford to buy thier hunts, hunting in this state is 
getting to that point.
I would support two point minimum in all areas,  Over the past several years I have found so many bucks (two points) that have been taken by winter or simply 
shot by hunters and left to rot.  More hunters would be inclined to tag those deer (two points) that they will keep on shooting.
I would support, as do all the hunters I hunt with, an opportunity to choose either sex by drawing for any mule deer in Eastern WA.  It is easy to see 100-250 
does for every 3 point buck in an opening.  The lands can only support a finite number of deer regardless of sex.  We should be harvesting deer to keep the 
numbers even by sex.    I am opposed to landowner permits because the deer are regulated by the state already.  If they are state regulated they are public 
property, not private.  The landowners will eventually place such a high premium on hunting that not all families will be able to afford the experience.  The state 
does not need to encourage this activity.    I would like to see more mature bucks, and feel that we are selectively harvesting those deer that branch the fastest.  
The easiest way for WDFW to do this is to open more "Any Mule Deer" GMU's by special permit.
I would think most hunters do not take the time to apply every year for special permits. I am one of them. I love to hunt but I don t have the time to track all the 
dates and changes which occur in our system. This makes hunting more trouble then it's worth in this state. For the last 5 years I have hunted out of state with 
better results. I love archery elk but not out of the rut in 75 degree weather for spike elk and only 10 days. If I just wanted meat I'd go to the store! With the 
current economy I will be cutting back on hunting and may not hunt this state again for elk. I'd rather go to Idaho buy a tag and hunt bulls and not put in for 
special tags by certain dates and so on. I will also be hunting Canada for the same reason. I'm not sure how archery was pushed out of the rut, I'm guessing by 
people that don't hunt with a bow. But summer hot weather is not the correct time and archery is very difficult, just to shoot a cow or spike!
Iâ€™m not sure the 3pt min management strategy has worked in the long term. Iâ€™ve researched other states and believe it is more of a short term strategy 
to produce bigger mature bucks for breeding.  WDFW needs to balance the different GMUâ€™s to capitalize on each units potential for quality bucks.  Some 
units may benefit from any deer while other units need those 1.5-2.5 year old deer culled out of the herds to allow bucks with better geneâ€™s to propagate.  
Listen to your Bioâ€™s. If they are worth their pay checks then they should be able to figure out what units need what to benefit the herds.
I'd rather see more mature bucks breeding with the does.  Or at least for a few years.  They (mature bucks) tend to produce stronger and heathier offspring.
If more doe permits were issued, or either sex whitetail hunt was offered, I'd be more receptive to more restrictions on the mule deer bucks.

If people get drawn for these special permits, there should be a 3-5 year wait for another chance to draw. This will give all other a better chance to draw a permit
if spike or two points need to be hunted it should be youth only
If the buck to doe ratio and mature buck survival rates are main goals of the management program, why not simply limit the number of tags available for each 
unit, (during each weapon season) to a finite number of tags (strictly limiting/controlling the number of kills) and open all units back up for each weapon type??  
Yes, a lottery system statewide with limitied (finite) tags available each year. It seems to me that this is the only sensible waty to manage the wildlife - to limit the 
tags given per unit.  Unfortunately over the years you have drifted from managing wildlife to managing dollars and budgets, and the management plans are more 
"revenue generators" than they are good for the wildlife.  I personally would love to be able to hunt the Alta unit in the late archery season like I used to - I don't 
even care if it's 3 point or better......we would'nt all be crammed into three late season units.  I suggest a lottery system and limited tags to limit the number of 
kills. - manage for the wildlife, not for the revenue generating complicated special hunt mess we're in now.
If the focus is changed to 2 points or less, then, it would be obvious that many of the yearling bucks (as high as 90% as stated above) would never reach 3 
points.  One has to ask, would this really increase the number of mature bucks?  Many of the other hunters I know, shoot the first legal buck they see, and do 
not wait for a more mature "trophy" type buck.      I have to ask, what do private hunting lands do to assure good breading stock, and that many of the bucks 
reach maturity?  They only allow the harvest of mature bucks (not just 3 point or higher), and do quality control type hunting of the others.  That has been proven 
to work on private land, why don't we do that on public land?  For example, only allow a certain number of permits for bucks, that must be __ points or higher, 
and then allow another smaller number of permits to harvest any deer.
If the idea behind changing the seasons is to boost mature buck numbers, ( which I am in complete support of for both Mule deer and Whitetail deer) it doesn't 
seem to make any sense to re-direct the hunting pressure to younger bucks i.e. 2-point or less antler restrictions. In addition it seems from recent studies that 
antler points are not the best depictor of maturity in a buck.
If the requirement is lowered to a 2-point or less restriction this will spread out the kill success rate over a broader age group thus leaving more bucks to grow to 
a mature age.  I don't feel it is o.k. to offer mature buck special permit only.  Taking mature bucks at the end of their prime out of the herd plays a big part in 
allowing the herd to continue with good healthy genes from younger bucks.
If the science/biologists show that a change is in order to increase the maturre bucks in the open areas then make a change based on experience and science 
that supports the obective or that area. I don't think that a blanket change sounds like it is in order.

If there are too few mature mule deer bucks in an area, no hunting of 3 point or better, until the mature buck population is greater.      In 2006 myself and my 
hunting buddy had any deer permits for Unit 231 (Gardner).  I hunted 13 days and only saw two bucks 4x4 or better, a few 3x4's, 3x3's and a few more 2x2's and 
spikes.  I spent 5 days hunting high where you would expect to find mule deer.  I saw a few does and one spike buck.  We where going to take a doe because of 
the lack of mature bucks.  The buck I shot on the 13th day of the hunt was the buck I pasted on the 9th day of my hunt.   We killed our bucks above my son's 
place, no more than a 1 mile out of the town of Twist.  The migatory herd in Unit 231 seems to be almost non-existing.  Most the deer live in the valley floor.
If three point antler restrictions are not sufficient for increasing the number of older bucks, consider 4 point and better restrictions.  2-point or less restrictions hurt 
the number of recruitment bucks.  Young bucks are the easiest to harvest.  Older bucks have a better chance of survival regardless of habitat type.  Create more 
general season non-motorized areas.
If you are going to a 2 or less system I would expect to see more permits available
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Issue 1-Mule Antler Restr
Issue 1:
If you state it the way you want it answered then you get the answer you want. The way A - E is worded means that I have to go with "E" even though ther are 
better choices if done correctly.    If we did our Special Draw the way Oregon does there's then the draw would mean something and hunters would be  sure to 
get a big buck tag every so many years. The way it is now people apply for Moose and never get drawn and my granddaughter gets drawn the second time she 
applies.
I'm a disabled hunter and I cant get out and about. every were I go I see every one else out there looking for the same buck, in the same clearing when you see 
20 or more people in one tight space its dangerous! I only get 4 days to hunt I cant hunt by my self and I only have some one around for help on the week ends. 
I need more time! I'm beindiscriminateded against I cant hunt with a bow so now I cant get equal time as bow hunters get. haven't got a deer for 6 or 7 years. I 
wish I could travel. I would go to Wyoming to hunt at least I would get 30 days to hunt and have a better chance to get a deer there.
I'm not sure I fully understand option A. "Any buck" general seasons during a migration could, in my mind, seriously impact the survival of mature bucks.    
Especially in open country, why is there not consideration of spike only restrictions with an increased number of special permits for "any buck"? Many of those 
permits that ARE filled would be with 2-point bucks, but the impact on the younger bucks would be less than 2-point or less antler restrictions, allowing a greater 
number to reach maturity.
I'm sure lots of GMUs have different management needs. I'm not sure if antler restrictions are always the answer.
Implement a 3 point min. antler restriction state wide for deer and elk.
Implement a state wide draw only system.
Improve habitat changed by dry years and over grazing by cattle. Water is depleted in Colvile and Okanogan forest by cattle that are ranged in greater number 
than should be allowed.
In addition to the above proposed season why not implement the disabled and youth season for one mule deer doe for specific GMU's. It would take alot of 
pressure off the bucks in general, because some folks such as myself don't care much about antler's as we do putting food on the table. It seems to me that 
having the two seasons working together would best manage the herds in areas that are already over populated such as okanagon county that have an absurd 
amount of deer hit by vehicle's every year. Even with both season's going during modern firearm I would guess that the kill percentage rate would still be below 
25%.
In areas of no or low intrest in mule deer hunt/bambi issues, quietly restrict harvest to TWO POINT and DOE ONLY seasons on public and private lands. 
Restrict damage control tags to private lands to 10%Four POINT or better and 90% ONE and TWO POINT or ANTERLESS, no exceptions. Use All methods of 
WEAPONS and QUALIFICATIONS for a SCIENTIFIC STUDY OF SIX YEARS. Normal harvest reporting and escapement  studies being the tools for a target of 
a more equal BUCK/DOE RATIOS and FAWN PRODUCTION.
In areas that are to open, do not have a general hunting season just have draw only so you can limit the number of hunters and a 3 point minimum!
In areas where Deer are not surviving to a mature age, it is necessary to limit the harvest in those areas.  I believe permit only hunting in those areas is the only 
fair way to achieve that goal.  If overall Deer population later becomes problem in some of those areas, allow more Doe tags.  Another possibility is to combine 
this with giving a larger number of the permits to Archery or Muzzleloader Hunters (I am assuming that success rates for Archery and Muzzleloader hunting is a 
little lower).

In areas where the 90% kill is a factor, consider every other year hunts.  (i.e. no hunting one year (for everyone, let the resource rest, and 2-point and above the 
other year).  I believe a large portion of the problem is the hunting seasons that go on "for ever"  with archery, black powdered, modern firearm, youth, handicap, 
etc.  This is exerting too much pressure on the resource and causing it to decline.  One four week season with the hunters split into 2 groups of two weeks each 
would better serve conservation of the resource.  Please remember, there is also a significant section of the mule deer population that never gets about 2-points.
In areas you want to increase the mature buck ratio decrease the Rifle season and increase the Muzzleloader season. Both seasons can stay but it will change 
the sucess rate.
In Curlew Area I hunt Ive seen a suprizing amount of Mule Deer and less Whitetail Deer Id like to see Less Mule Deer Restrictions even if it was Permit only for 
3 point or better and Open to Less mature bucks
In Eastern WA there are so few "any buck" areas at this point a change to make them permit only would have no one hunting. This would make getting a trophy 
buck a "lottery" like branch antler Bull hunts.
in general I see a vast amount of deer, does, buck and yearlings. Before the 3 point restriction, I struggled to sometimes see ANY deer during the season.
In general, harvesting antlered deer should not be restricted to either "modern firearm", "Archery", or "muzzleloader", but should be inclusive of all three until a 
tag is filled. This is particularly true in the case of Whitetailed deer.

In GMU 215 for the last 4 years there has been a lot of Doe's giving birth to Twin's each year.. We need more Doe permits Isued for this and a few other Areas...
In grant and Douglas county we have entirely to many deer.  They are getting to be a problem on the hyways   as I hit one myself this week and have many 
close calls with them.  In getting my car repaired I learned from the repair shop that there were a high rate of cars being hit and insurance co. are paying some 
very big bills.  Average wrecks runs from $1000.00 to $5000.00.  The hyway from Waterville to Spokane is a very dangerous road because of this over 
population.  Hyway #2.  In managing game I think you forget some of the problems you create for the general public
In many of the mule deer habitats in eastern Washington, there is growing pressure from whitetail deer herds. My observation is that whitetail out compete mule 
deer and as a result force the mule deer out of that habitat.  I would encourage more hunting opportunities on the white tail and less on the mule deer until a 
better balance is achieved.
In Mule deer areas offer two poin and less special permits to harvest bucks that will never be more than a two point and thin out that genetic trait.
in my oppinion, you should only harvest mature bucks. Only very limited opportunity to harvest young bucks, keep the buck to doe ratio 2 to 3 bucks to every 10 
Does.
In Okanogan County (primarily a migrating herd) the three point regulations is starting to have an effect on the quality of mature bucks.  We are starting to have 
very poor genetics due to (observed) multiple heards of 15 does to one or two 1.5-2.5 year old bucks for breeding.  This needs to be address.  Also, give kids the 
oppotunity to harvest these animals as well as does.
in open areas go to any buck...this would count for more hungters taking yearling or 2 year olds  in migratory herd area, any buck season and split season, 
example open general opening weekend and close after 5 days  reopen 2nd weekend November for 5 days...this will allow some harvest of older bucks, and 
some of the yearlings...but make sure that winter range areas are closed when 2nd opening occurs this will allow escapement as well.  Also more opportunities 
for does during 2nd opening so not all pressure on "local" deer populations.
in open area's make it 4 or 5pt min
In open habitat areas consider limiting weapon choice, archery, muzzleloader or shotgun. High powered rifles and high magnification scopes offer little 
opportunity for mature buck survival.
In open mule deer areas with muzzleloader before modern rifle seasons, consider shortening the seasons to improve buck escapement.
In order of preference:  E  C  D
in our area we have to large of a doe population. In my opinion some more doe permits need to be available or for a short season
In some areas of Okanogan County it is not uncommon to encounter old bucks that carry only two points per side--and probably never carried more.  Hence that 
buck will have many more chances to  pass on that characteristic than the unfortunate buck who sprouts three points early on.
In some high population areas, you might consider a youth antlerless season
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In south Eastern Washington we have a large poulation of mature 2 Point bucks that are beyond any further antler or physical devlopment and are filling the 
breeding position of younger bucks. I am of the opinion that bucks should be eleminated and bucks in their prime are the ones that should be breeding.
In the Blue Mountain areas there seems to be a genetic gene that produces only two point bucks.  I have seen mature bucks with massive racks but only have 2 
points.  I have seen this for a number of years now and wonder if the harvest was restrictive to only 2 points if the genetic gene may be subdued.

In the Methow Valley, the general season for mule deer should be the first two weeks in October to end on Friday of the second week.  Eliminate the High buck 
hunt.  Doe permits should be granted for the valley bottom private lands along with an extended early young buck season to thin out the resident herds that are 
consuming the natural resources needed for wintering  migratory herds.  Incentive should be offered to landowners who cooperate in this management process.
In Whitman County I see 10 bucks if not more that are huge 2pts and that is what they will always be and you can't shoot them. I have seen the quality of 
hunting go in the toilet because of the harvest of all the mature bucks.
Increase open habitat hunts to 4 point or better.
Increase opportunity for youth hunters to harvest 2-point or less.
It has been proven by other states,that the 3point minimum DOES NOT WORK.ALSO BY BIOLIGIST IN THIS STATE. IT doesnt make sense to shoot 3points 
then let the little ones breed. EVERY YEAR sinse it started it has NO affect on our deer herd. same old thing spikes and two points. IT SHOULD be any deer 
95% of the people would be happy with that, SOME still need the meat. IT SEEMS a lot of us intead of all these permit hunts to keep us from getting a deer you 
should be doing something harder to control the predators ITS to lopsided..
It is all weather related, and terrain relevant....with opening weekend usually being the high kill. Now that fuel prices, and the economy are being a serious 
factor...fewer hunters will need a better chance of tagging a buck....need a weekend general season in November.
It is important to take into account that hunting is not always about getting a deer. By placing certain GMU s into a special permit only hunt for quality bucks 
WDFW would be ending the tradition of hunting with friends and family in hunting camps. Many of these hunting camps are used by the same people every 
hunting season and some for over 50 years. Hunting is not just about taking a deer but is more about friends and family taking part in a recreational sport. I have 
been hunting most of my life and I have hunted GMU 231 for 20 of them. I and my friends look forward every year to meeting around the camp fire telling the 
stories of deer we have taken and the wild life we have seen.   This Gardner unit has produced some of the most spectacular bucks taken in years past. We 
have seen a decline in quality bucks since the three point restriction was put in place in the 80's. We have also found numerous yearling bucks killed and left.  
From our observations it would be better to go to a any buck during the general season and to continue with the late hunt special drawing with a three point 
It is very foolish to continue the 3 point of better regulation for mule deer.  This regulation has basically illiminated the mature bucks greater than two points in 
the open habitat of eastern WA.  You have managed to select for the two point genetic.  The bulk of the bucks doing the breeding are now huge mature two 
points that will never be anything but a two point and they are passing down this antler configuration.  WDFW has nearly done away with the true 4 point and we 
now have a bunch of 2 and 3 points.  Of course the 3 points are harvested and the big 2 points get to breed the does.  Also with these mature(25 to 30 inch) two 
points running around there is a lot of waste of game.  This occurs when a hunter shoots what appears to be a huge buck and counts points later.  All other 
western states have already determined that 3 point or better is a waste of time.  Why has WDFW not yet made the conection?   The number of hunters in the 
open country must be restricted.  No general over the counter mule deer tags should be issued for rifle or muzzleloader in eastern WA.  Look to Oregon for an 
It seems that determination for hunting seasons should also be decided by current/yearly natural or manmade disasters that are occurring on a yearly basis, 
such as wildfires, floods or hard winters. I have seen more deer thru 07-08 that have been missplaced due to food demands, fires, etc.. they are getting hit on 
the hiways more & in the orchards more- all bucks included-yearlings on up. Why cant hunting seasons be stationed around situations like this?
it should be 3 point or better everywhere both sides of the mountain
it would appear a permit only system would be a viable option here. but for archers its a no win situation. about 15 years ago we voted on a similar system for elk 
in the blue mtns. we pretty much lost all realistic opportunity to hunt branched antler bulls. even after the departments bull to cow ratio was far exceeded.
It would make me and every other resident of lincoln county happy if hunters were restricted to deer hunting in their county of residence. I have been hunting 
mule deer in lincoln county for over 15 years and have seen a drastic decline in the number of bucks (both mature and immature) each year, only to notice an 
increase in hunters from other counties (specifically king county, Wa). Also, all of these "out of county" hunters have a reason to hunt lincoln county because of 
BLM property, but a majority of them that harvest mule deer bucks are trespassing on private land whether they know it or not. I have also closely monitered the 
mule deer population around my home town in lincoln county, and during late fall, early winter I have observed that the doe population outnumbers the buck 
population at an unbelievable factor of roughly 80:1, and these observations are taken from a population of roughly 1,000 animals per day. It would not be a bad 
thing to restrict the mule deer season in eastern washington to anterless only for a few years to try to replenish the buck population available for breeding during 
It would seem to me that the quality of Bucks would increase if younger animals are taken. Then for this, I would open to a few years of Any Buck for two 
purposes. One, Survival of the fittest would prevail and we would increase the number of mature bucks because many hunters will take the first animal they see 
with antlers. Two, this would increase the number of successful hunters and should increase the amount of revenue generated in the following years. In areas 
with higher counts of mature animals, I would increase the amount of special permits for late hunts in those areas. There are many hunters that do not go 
hunting because of the three point minimum and probably just as many do not hunt in areas with other restrictions like Eastern Elk with Spike only.
It's Amazing it has taken this long to address something that was immediately obvious years ago.
It's been working fine, leave it alone!
It's time for Washington to manage Mule deer through permits only. An any buck permit will work if the number of hunters is controlled. All other western states 
manage their herds this way.
Ive already filled out a survey but I would like to comment about the public meetings. The one in spokane is being held on september 3rd or 4th. I like many 
others who would like to be at this meeting will not be able to attend because of archery season. I have already scheduled a hunt in the beginning of september. 
Assuming that there is many others out there who could be int the same situation, there wont be any bowhunters at the meeting. We would like fair 
representation at these meetings. Is there any way that the meetings could be held in august for all the regions?
I've seen it over and over again, scum shooting long tined two pointers in SE Washington in hopes they will find a knob or eye guard to make the deer legal...and 
then leaving the deer to rot when it did not meet the legal requirements.  These people are not hunters but rather low life scum.  There is one particular party that 
hunts the Toucannon just off Blind Grade on the Marengo Unit that I've seen do this every year since the three point minimum was instituted.  I've also seen 
these same people put their kids tag on a deer "daddy" shot.  Disgusting!  I would consider permit only hunting to limit the number of creeps in the field and put 
an end to the illegal party hunting by people like those I've described.

Just as in many other Western states,limited  quotas should be established in all areas for buck hunting. Also, some areas should have a 4 point or better 
restriction for a trial period to see if this would improve the quality of bucks taken. This might improve the quality of deer hunting. (For those wanting meat they 
can still shoot does, for which a quota should also be established. ) The days of quality hunting , with unlimited over-the-counter licenses , are over.  Hunting 
today is  basically for sport. Few hunters actually  need the meat, although many say they do. By harvesting only older, mature male animals the quality will 
improve , as many Western states , and Canadian provinces , have shown.    Also, non-residents need to be restricted to a small percentage of the draw tags. 
EVERY Western state does this. I am amazed that Washington does not grant it's residents preference in the big game draws.     Sincerely,  Richard Mikita
keep it 3 point or better. And, either give out more any buck special permits or let the archery guys get any buck
Keep the 3 point minimum. But have more permit trophy areas.
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Killing the large mature animals with superior genes is poor herd management by any standard.  Hunting policies that encourage trophy hunting has resulted in 
significantly smaller deer over time and smaller numbers of healthy deer in other parts of the West.  Protect muledeer and allow larger numbers of mature 
breeding bucks to pass on their genetics.

Land owners should have no say on what gets killed on their land.  All Washingtonians pay for the WDFW to maintain the herds and uphold conservation efforts. 
I don't think that the landowners should be able to fence their property off and safe zone  a herd within that boundary for their own personal gain.  If a person is 
lucky enough to get drawn for a tag in a GMU that the land owner's property is in, then that person should have the right to choose to pay to hunt on the land 
owners property.  The state should by no means be giving tags to the land owners, so the land owner can profit from it.  If a land owner needs help with crop 
destruction, then the land owner should contact the WDFW for help, and hunts should be made available by drawing to the public at no cost for entry.
land owners should not be able to receive tags and give them to family members. And they should not be able to charge a person for the trophy Hunt!!! these 
tags are to help the person with problem animals not so they can make a profit!!!
Land owners should not be allowed special permits to hunt any animal this takes away from the size of the herds as well as reducing the large bucks because 
they come on there property. They are called wild game for a reason.
landowner permits are a problem. They seem to complain about the animals being on their property, but wont alow hunters on to solve the problem.   Why open 
the harvest of youth deer(mule) when the way WDFW has made the herd population abundunt. Just have to find that fine line of winter kill/hunter kill ratio. We 
need to make sure that the spread of overpopulation dose not start desiese as well.   I think a year to year basis and tally should be in effect.   Another thing we 
should think about is, global warming. The seasons are in a weird time frame vs. weather and the way it used to be 30 years ago.
Leave 3-point minimum in effect but move that deer season forward to either the third or fourth weekend in October for opening weekend.  And push the elk 
season back.  I know people say that they might get snowed out of the high country for elk season, but it would be no different than elk hunting in idaho.  Only 
the serious hunters would be hunting.  Weed out the lazy road hunters.
Leave restriction as is in eastern washington. add 2 point maximum in areas of low mature bucks as needed. Shorten season to one weekend and one 5day 
period starting 3rd weekend in Oct for modern firearms. and leave m-loader season as is. While shortening the Elk season and moving it later by one week. The 
hunting pressure is to great during modern firearm seasons to leave open so long and it is to early and allows to many daylight hours afield.
leave the 3 point min and give special permits for any buck
Leave the 3-point minimum but allow either Sex...Most hunters are hunting for the meat...Even if you go back to a doe weekend.
Lengthen the season to 16 days like before and spread out the hunters.
Let a buck be a buck or move hunting season back to later in the year.
let the local District Wildlife Biologist determine whats best for their area thats what we pay them for.not the general public
Let yearling bucks develop. Just have limited any buck or 2-point or less special permits to control ratios. If population gets to high for the habitat, increase 
special permit does tags. Why are you asking us? You are the professionals.
Lets go back to any buck but with shorter seasons for everyone, especially archery
Let's make it 3-point minimum state wide where ever and when ever possible.
Lift the 3 point restriction on all deer hunting areas with no special permit.
Limit access and limit number of hunters to given areas.  None of the branch antler restrictions make much sense.
limit blacktail late seasons (special permit only)
Limit hunter numbers with special permit units.
limit number of mule deer taken by tribal members and numbers of this animal will increase
Limiting harvest of mature bucks (mule deer or blacktails) and elk (Roosevelt or Rocky Mt) is badly reducing breeding of stronger animals, and is seriously 
reducing hunting opportunities for those many hunters which are not hunting trophys.  West side hunting is becoming very restricted because of lack of timber 
harvest and lack of forage. Herbicide use is seriously reducing forage in reforested sites. These factors combine to reduce hunting opportunities and increase 
damage problems on private forest lands. This damage could be reduced by greater harvest of young animals while reducing harvest of mature males and 
maintaining a more viable breeding population.
listin to your biologists that work in columbia and walla walla counties leave everything alone
Look at the success stories in other states like Colorado, Arizona, and Nevada which use a draw system to manage for mature bucks.  They're also able to 
create healthy herds by managing the number of hunters in the field.  They also generate substantial revenues from out of state hunters participating in the 
limited entry draws.  Washington is far behind the times when it comes to managing their big game.
make all eastern WA. mule deer hunting by permit ONLY. lets get the numbers up and manage it for torphy & quality not to just harvest a buck. we need to look 
at the management the states in the south west are following (Nevada, Colorado, new mexico) Its time for a drastic change with the lost of the habitat and the 
winter kill of the mid nineties and the predator issuses (cougar,bear) of today we need a change. Thanx for your time R.Schreiner
make all mule deer draw only. change the draw systom to max points 75% you only lose your points if you get your first chioce. no over the counter deer tags 
draw only!!!
MAKE ALL MULE DEER HUNTING IN WASHINGTON PERMIT ONLY
Make all mule deer hunts permit only.
make deer tags for one region only. example you want to hunt mule deer in unit 250 you purchase a region 2 tag, and that is the only region you hunt for deer 
that season.
Make GMUs "any buck" by permit only (with landowner permits).  i.e., If you're chosen, you're allowed to take any buck.  If not chosen, you don't hunt.  Allow 
group permit process, too.
Make hunter's have to choose species (Mule Deer, Whitetail Deer, Blacktail Deer).
Make it a four point only on mule deer.
Make the open country 100 series GMU's 4 point or better or offer some late hunts in these GMU's where the herds are strong enough.  This may take some of 
the pressure off the deer during the 9 day first season and allow some escape.
Make the saesons later in the year
Making a mature mule deer buck a permit opportunity only would be quite discouraging and would probably deter alot of hunters including myself from hunting 
mule deer.
manage according to the area. It seems to work great in Montana.  Don't keep pursuing the european model.  Accessessible or not it's the public's game.
Mature buck special permit "only"
May even consider antler restrictions based on hunting method, ie muzzleloader and archery since they have less traffic  during their seasons from hordes of 
hunters.  This may prove to provide the necessary pressures since these hunters have early and later seasons.  Leave the 3pt on these seasons, if already in 
place, and then consider a 2pt system or any buck system during modern since the majority of people use this method, in my opinion.  It may provide the 
selective pressures desired and provide opportunity to the modern hunters to harvest bucks in areas that are already hunted by previous method tag holders.  
Could also consider the early archery/ML season with lower point restriction and then the later season with a 3pt or better restriction (or vice versa).  This will 
encourage younger buck harvest and could allow for more mature bucks seeing the end of the fall since not all methods would be pursuing the limited number of 
3pt or better bucks.
Maybe do some slot limits... 2pt and 4pt, to allow more 3pts to breed... or something of this sort like alot of the fishing regs (example would be stergen).
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maybe open the more open terrain to 3 point minimum for archery and muzzleloader and  2 point or less for rifle with the option of a special draw
Model the east-side hunting on Oregon's system... it works to reduce hunting pressure and develop healthy populations with a natural range of age-classes.
MORE AREAS NEED A PERMIT DOE SEASON
More doe permits
More Does should be harvested in Washington.
MORE LATE HUNTS FOR MULE DEER MUZZEL LOADER
More povisions and incentives for private land owners to invite hunters via min and max hunters access to land. Include more hunts on state and indian land.
most hunters who hunt open country are there for the experience and will only hunt mature bucks if they don't succeed they move on, and the succession rate in 
my opinion with muzzle loaders are minimal and if they don't succeed and want meat they take the doe or two point in wich you suggest.  Hunters do manage 
there own wildlife with proper ethics if given the chance.
Most of Okanogan County needs to be 2 point or less. The 3 point requirment just is not working. I hunt primarily the Chilwist area and see so many young bucks 
and very very few mature ones. For example the last three years I have seen only one legal 3 point or larger.
most of the 200 and some of the 300 units have what we call mega two points. these are older bucks that never get more than two points. these bucks can not 
have good results on any herd during breeding season. every 5 years the point restriction should drop to 2 point or better to help clean out the mega 2 points 
and keep them from breeding. The next season would return to 3 point. a 5 year cycle persay. a lot of hunters i know say they would not any problem with this 
approach as it would help thin out unwanted breeders and still leave a hunter with a chance at a trophy deer with out drawing a special permit. thank you for your 
time.

Move the general rifle season to the first two weeks of November and keep the three point minimum. This way the migratory herds will be targeted and the local 
deer herd will not be targeted. Have spike only permits for the mule deer to bring balance by the harvest of the younger deer in the 'local' heard in October.
Move the season to late November when there are more and bigger migratory bucks available. In October, there are just not many bucks to even see, let alone 
shoot. You asked.
mule dear wintering grounds shuold be permit only durring certain times of the year, (late fall early winter) for all types of hunting.
Mule deer bucks 4-point minimum
Mule deer habitat and populations are complex they will require complex modes of harvest.
Mule deer should be a 2-point minimum hunt.  Too many bucks are being shot & left because of the 3-point minimum. There should NOT be a special permit for 
mautre bucks.
My belief is the general season should be open to "any buck".
My Cousin owns a large tract of land in Eastern WA.  The mule deer do thousands of dollars of damage and need major herd control.  I have counted herds 
before hunting season of 150 on several occasions.
My first priority is hunting opportunity. If regulation changes are necessary to continue allowing opportunity, then I support them. The biologists probably know 
more about mule deer population dynamics than I do.
My personal belief is that all Mule Deer hunts should be by permit only similiar to what Oregon does.  There should be no general tags for mule deer areas. 
These permits could either be any buck or 3 point or better depending on the specific needs of the unit in question. This would control hunting pressure to 
specific herds and allow much better overall management of the resource.
My studies indicate that we need to protect mature buck populations, but yet provide a lot of hunting opportunities.  That means we need to increase the harvest 
of does.  It can be done by special permits for both muzzleloaders and modern firearms.
need more mature bucks. More pressure on poaching, I think alot of these bigger bucks are being poached. Do not se as many as I used to 15-20 years ago.
Need to be able to harvest mature two point bucks which are now increasing the genetic tendency in some herds to allow bucks which develop only two points to 
become dominant breeders.  Perhaps a three point only unless two point bucks meet a certain antler size requirement.
Need to have late season mature Mule Deer hunt in the Blue Mountains
need to have more youth hunts avalible for any buck. have quotas for number of hunters able to hunt in each gmu or county and open it to residents of those 
gmus or countys first and if quota has not been met open it to all other residents of the state to draw for an area. so that areas such as Okanogan County do not 
get over hunted. and the deer population can recover.
Need to let people shoot these large fork horns, never be anything but, and spreding their genes
Need to protect critical habitat.  Also need to get rid of the eye guard rule... too many two-point bucks with short eye guards are being killed.  I have found quite a 
few two-pointers shot dead and abandoned.  The eye guards were too short to count as a 3-pointer.  If the eye-guards are not ever deemed as a point then this 
issue should diminish.
Need to shorten the hunting pressure. I am a landowner in Yakima 368 and the deer are pressured from sept through dec. the mature bucks need to survive to 
propagate the herd with good genetics?? Look at other states who are successfull.
needs to be 2 points or bigger ,every year we count the dead deer that were shot and were 2 point and left to rot ,that person is very likely to continue until he 
kills one big enough ,I hunt Ahtanum and chinook pass ,both areas I have found dead 2 points ,I realize you can't be every where but it is a big waste ,at least if 
he accidently shoots a 2 pt ,its legal and his tag is filled ,a season with 2 pt or smaller would be a slaughter
neutral on this issue  I do not hunt for mule deer
no antler restriction. I don't think they work.
No change. Best option here.
No Comment
No landowner permits on item D.  If land owner have a problem with deer they should work with the game department to allow more hunter access.  Land owner 
permits make the rich get good hunting areas and the poor have fewer opportunities.  It makes mule deer hunting a bidding game, nationally!
NO Landowner permits or damage compensation. Washington's game are public animals, if landowners want animal control, they will need to open their land to 
public hunts.
No more landowner permits.  Season restrictions are better than permit only.  Permit only a few areas and leave the rest as 3 pt.
No opinion
No opinion, as I'm not a deer hunter.
NO September or early Bowhunting or Muzzell loader..makes no sense.Make the season s Fair for All of Us !!! Why can t we get some day s in the Okanagon to 
hunt late instead of October when it's T-shirt weather....No juvenial hunts.Way to many stories of adult's using that time hide behind that season 
(son/daughter)to bag animal.Use special permit for a juvenial access before modern/bow/muzzel season.  For us Late Whitetail buck hunters we know what the 
game dept has done in giving special treatment to special interest bow/muzzel in cutting us out of a chance to HUNT THE RUT (at least give us some time like 
we used to have during and after Thanksgiving) That just isn't right as hard as it is to hunt Whitetails.The herd in the Northeast doesn't come into Rut until 
Thanksgiving and you have stopped late buck on monday before. AT least give us modern rifle some day's in there like Wednesday thru Sunday of 
Thanksgiving week. Fair need's to be Fair for all Hunter's. We all pay and support hunting/fishing in this fine state of Washington treat us all Fair in good valid 
no special permit for 3 point and over  open areas to aney buck
Not sure how you would achieve mature bucks by killing off the young and dumb.  If the 3 point restriction varies in effectivness, keep it where it's working and 
modify it where it isn't.  Perhaps a few years of permit only hunting in areas where the majority of the deer killed are under 2 years.
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Not sure where this falls, but I would like to see more bucks reaching an older age class.  Whether is be the migration deer herds or desert herds, it would be 
nice to offer opportunity to the general hunter, but not let it decimate the middle age bucks.  In areas where there are no late season "rut" hunts, it would be nice 
to see even 5 tags given to those luck hunters.  I would like to see more limited quota archery hunts to increase the experience in areas like Swakane.  The 
hunts have become so crowded, it is seems hard on the deer population and the experience is not like it was
Note in previous question to wepon used last 5 years add up to more than 5 years. This is due to purchase of Multi wepon tag 2 different times.
now muzzleloaders early season deer and elk are the same dates.please consider different dates.
offer a mid november 4 point min muzzleloader tag in 101 there are alot of muture bucks and by taking only four  points the younger bucks will take there 
place.or you are just feeding the cougers.let the sportsmen have a enjoyable rut hunt that will help the herd in the process.
Offer any buck special permits
offer archery hunting in no fire arm areas,less pressure on the deer,in the modern fire arm areas,
Offer doe permits in areas where they had been previously issued. When a person draws a doe permit, make the doe all they can hunt. A person taking a doe 
will then be done hunting and the buck survives. Give out less mature buck permits.
offer more mature buck opportunities(permits) for youth hunters
Offer more special permits for any buck and doe in ALL AREA'S not just the few that are offered now.
Offer more special permits so the hunter has a better chance of getting drawn for some of the better areas and later seasons.
offer over 65 hunting on any mule deer in lincoln county as well as spokane county.  harvest the deer that are producing.  they are becoming a nusicance in the 
many populated areas now..
Offer special permit only to westsiders that want to hunt in eastern Washington.  Mantain 3 point minimum that applies to everybody including, indians hunting 
on non reservation land. Otherwise the point is mute.
on question d i have no problem with the special permit. My concern is if a land owner permit is issued. to the land owner will they be able to charge a high fee 
for a hunter to access the land? If so then it is just another step in putting prime hunting land out of reach of the average hunter.
one  has to cocider winter kill    time of year permits would be available and how many permits  this is a very vage it is hard to respond
One idea to think about would be to have a [doe] day in certain units.  Or by having one doe day every three months [Sept. and Jan.]  of course depending on 
the number harvested in september would you'd know if there would be a january [doe] day.
Open a Muzzle loader season in Beezley unit.
OPEN A SEASON FOE HAND GUNNERS ONLY  MAKE  MORE HUNTS FOR HANDICAP HUNTERS OR MORE AREAS THEY CAN HUNT IN WHERE THEY 
MIGHT HAVE MORE TO EAT BECIDES ROCK, LIKE IN ONE OF THE HUNTING AREAS FOR ELK.
open archery areas for doe
Open area mule deer:  1.) Any buck harvest but shorten season from 9 days to 5 days. or 2.) 3-point or better, 5 day season.  I don't like permit only hunting as 
WDFW gives out very precious few permits (i.e. Desert area- an unlimited hunting area reduced to only 15 permits.)  Also, who wants to hunt for only spikes or 
two-points?
open areas for 2 point with antler length restriction
Open it up to "Spike or Better". I am not a trophy hunter and would take a spike, if legal, just as fast as I would take a 4 point.
open more areas for archery and muzzleloaders, other than inaccessable areas, due to private lands,  with no public access.  especially on the west side.
open more roads north of carson washington in the 572 and 574 units. there are way to many people roaming in the parts that are open, that its pretty hard to go 
back to modern hunting like the old days where you track your animals through the woods instead of people dricing by everywhere chasing them and herding 
them like cattle it aint right in my opinion. i hope im not alone on this one. thank you
Open mule deer hunting to 2 point minimum requirement instead of 3 point. Open mule deer doe season the same time the general archery season opens 
instead of the middle of the month.
open season,no antler restriction,no special permit required. not everybody wants a trophy buck some people just want meat in the freezer. ps,you can't eat the 
horns anyway!!!
Open the Umptanum unit for general archery mule deer for early and late season. 3 pt minimum.
Open up more areas to Muzzleloaders and remove the restriction forcing us to use "solid lead" only bullets. If you allowed muzzleloaders to use jacketed sabots 
and a scope we could be a better tool to help manage game.
open up the white river area to elk hunting again!!!!!!
Opening areas for rifle hunters during the rut  needs to be stopped. Hunt choice 1041, 1043, 1054-1060 have killed too many mature bucks. Look at the 
history,Areas like unit 368 cannot loose 10-15 mature bucks a year. In three years its ruined.
opening up the harvesting of antlerless deer for archery season would, in my opinion, relieve pressure on all bucks, because more hunters sould be harvesting 
does to fill their tags.  there are still many hunters whose primary motivation is to fill the freezer, not put a rack on the wall.  even offering the option to choose 
antlerless only instead of a buck tag would be nice.  I know that I would take a doe tag over a buck tag.
Option "C" would seemingly drastically reduce the over all number of hunters, but may cause over hunting in some of the whitetail areas.......I think its time to 
choose  between mule, blacktail, and whitetail for general seasons, but allow permit buck opportunities for multi-specie.  SO if a hunter selects a whitetail tag, he 
may also put in for a 4pt or better mule deer permit, and opt to hunt the mule deer on his permit, instead of the whitetail.
Option A is unclear.  It appears that the mature buck could be taken under the "any buck" designation, and there would be an additional opportunity under the 
special permit.    If option D were used, it would be appropriate to significantly extend the season, possibly to 4 or 5 weeks.  If our opportunity to hunt a particular 
area is likely to involve a wait of several years, then we should have the opportunity to take fullest advantage of a successful draw.
Our herd in Okanogan has improved with the 3 point restriction. It would be nice if no doe permits were offered until the herd is stronger.
Our state should also look into alternating years in which hunters can hunt mature bucks and concider changing the 3-point min. to a 4-point min. in these open 
areas.  While hunting near Davenport last year the biggest statement from landowners was they wanted someone to hunt does' so prehaps there should also be 
a look into a general doe season for modern firearms.
Per local biologist recommendation.
permit only for all mule deer
Permit only hunting for the entire state by issuing a number of permits equal to harvest success % times permits issued and if age class requirments are not met 
issue less permits until the age classification is met.
permit only hunting in all areas,absolutly no landowner permits,lets not make hunting in Washington a rich mans game
permit only opportunities seems the way to go but after seeing the departments abuse of that in the past i wouldnt vote for it. we did that vote about 16 years ago 
with elk  in the blue mountains, and though it was vrey successfull we lost massive opportunity.and seems we will never get it back.we were led to believe when 
bull to cow ratios were met it would be dropped it wasnt . bull to cow ratios have far exceeded goals and opportunity is realisticly non exhistant. 6 branched bull 
permits for that gmu for archers  in the blue mountains is beyond rediculous .
Permit the early season to 3-point minimum.  And permit the late seasons to any buck.
Permits, intended or not, eliminate a lot of opportunity. A lot of people, myself included, don't have the time or inclination to play the permit game. If I need a 
permit to hunt there I just won't go, if enough places need permits I'll quit hunting, that is not in your best interest to lose hunter numbers.
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Personally I strongly believe that the Entiat unit has been ruined as a trophy hunt. There's way too many tags being issued and the deer are not getting a chance 
to mature.I spent 9 days helping Dan Cimoch who had the 2007 Raffle tag & I was saddened to see the lack of quality bucks in the Entiat. One thing that I saw 
was shed hunters chasing Bucks with snow machines during late December which has to really put a hurtin on a recovering buck from the rigors of the rut. 
Thanks
Please crack down on Indian poachers. I am seriously considering moving out of the state because the game numbers are so poor.
Please lets manage for quality.
Please look at making some units 4 point or better. I hunt the slide ridge unit and that would take some pressure off the deer herd. I would love to see this unit 
and others around it with this restriction.    The number of bucks harvested in this unit has declined over the years but the number of bucks seen while hunting is 
slowly increasing in the last few years.     Also cut off the doe permits for this area and others around it the deer herd is slowly getting better since the Swakanee 
fires in the middle 90's.
Please try to end the big game hunting by the time bird hunts start. As long as they do not overlap, everything should be good. Thanks for all your help in 
keeping the state of Washington a beautiful place to hunt.
Possibly a 2-point or less for several years for everyone to cull out the younger, inferior bucks. Then every several years open for any buck, to include mature 
bucks only for one or two consecutive years. I am afraid we are killing the mature, desirable, breeder bucks.
private lands seem to have the population of mule deer -focuse on feel free to hunt on private lands while keeping the 3 point minimum-with posible kids tags or 
damage controle hunts for kids-this will increase revanue and participation on both sides!!!
Provide a late hunt in central Washington for better game management
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a wheelchair 
are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Provide safe havens (reserves) for the mule deer to escape to such as was available in the early 60s - Sinlehekin as an example.
Provisions for muzzleloading units in open country mule deer are about right.    Would like to see a few more opportunities in the north central units West of the 
Columbia  Jeff Dillon  Master Hunter M6107
Put all mule deer permits in GMUs 101 and 105 on a draw only basis with a limited number of tags available.  Make this an extra deer tag so that people can 
hunt whitetails in these areas on their general tag.  This is the only way these areas will show their true potential of growing big trophy mule deer.
Question becomes leading as we hunt these areas and have in the past with the 3 pt or better restriction is the larger bucks actually showing up or the increase 
in last years buck to doe ratio was just a fluke.  If not a fluke and the system is working don't change and stay with the 3 pt minimum.  Not sure why we have a 
doe drawing and we can't shoot a mule deer doe??  Sinalakein.
question e,would be better if it is 4 points minimum restrictions.I like d the best look at what you have did for the elk on the eastside.
Question, Why does Washington State have the majority of its deer hunts before the bucks have a chance to breed?
Re. #b,2pt. or better during general season with a permit draw for trophy buck ie.4 pt.or better,in a late season time period.
Recommend change regs to 2-point or greater anter restriction for open and migratory herds.  I believe this would increase yearly buck harvest and decrease 3-
point or greater harvests.  Most hunters hunt for meat not trophy especially in Washington.    Also I recommend openning antlerless hunting so that more doe 
would be harvested
Reduce doe permits. Increase antler restrictions to higher number of points. Make the deer management more like the elk management.
REDUCE POINT RESTRICTIONS FOR MUZZLELOADER TO 2 POINT
Reduce the hard ship of this 3 point rule
Region 3 gmu mule deer/black tail herds are in very poor numbers.  I have talked to several of the local game wardens and their observations are the same as 
mine and also feel that the numbers are so low that all deer hunting in the majority of these units should be closed until the herd can rebuild.  I feel that in the 
near future you'll be hard pressed to find any deer.  I am a very avid hunter and live in region 3 and quit hunting region 3 years ago because of this. Please start 
listening to your officers in the field and quit using hunting as a revenue maker and start managing it for the animals.  In the next 5 years deer in region 3 will be 
on the endangered species list. Chad Greenwalt (509)949-8223
Regular season hunts close too early and are too short for working people
Restrict all areas of depleted big bucks to 2-point bucks only (or even spike bucks only) except for special permits. Minimize special permits, it creates an elite 
class of hunters.
restrict late archery to spike or two point with three point or better on draw permit
restrict open habitat and migratory mule deer to 3-point minimum and offer permits for yearlings.
Restrict open habitat mule deer buck hunting to 4-point minimum and offer mature buck opportunity by special permit only.  This would increase our mature buck 
ratio to doe ratio. This necessary in GMU 224 because we need more bucks to survive winters and help produce more fawns.
Restrict open habitat mule deer buck hunting to four-point minimum.
restrict open habitat mule deer buck hunting to two point minimun.
Restrict open habitat to permit only with a 3 point minimum. Do away with the doe hunts
Restrict the open habitat mule deer buck hunting to 4-point minimum, with the counting of an eye guard as a legal point.
return GMU 388 to it's historic 588 number and forget about calling it a "mule deer unit".
Rules that we must follow should also be followed by tribal hunters!
Same old song (by permit only) just on how to make more money. STOP managing money and people and start managing game (like Montana)! In the Lincon 
area there are so many 2 point bucks that that seems to be the gene pool. It seems you have 2 pts breeding larger 2 points. It would be a great idea to have one 
year of any buck in area 133 and then go back to 3 pt minimum for three years and then do it again. This would cull some of the 2 pt breeders and let the larger 
bucks breed.
Seems to work fairly well other than in the migratory areas. Manage these for trophy deer with less permits i.e. Entiat
Select Whitetail of Muledeer tags.
Senior hunters are offered only in areas I and many other don't want to hunt.  Some provision should be made for us in our favorite areas.....
Shoot more white tails.
Shorten firearms season from 9 top 5 days,for any buck to spread the buck age harvest and take pressure off the bigger bucks in open mule deer areas, (i.e. 
Grant, Adams, Lincoln, Douglas, Benton, Franklin counties)
SHORTER SEASON, & A 2- POINT (IN AREAS HARDEST  HIT ,  & 3-POINT MINIMUM MINIMUM IN AREAS WHERE IT'S HARDEST HIT...
shut down buck season in most areas . open a doe season only every other year manely in the methow valley thanks
Since "WDFW research has shown that 90% of 1.5 year-old bucks that exhibit a legal buck antler configuration are killed", you are clearly not meeting the 
primary mandate of RCW 77.04.012 to protect, preserve, and perpetuate wildlife. Hunting definitely needs to be restricted and stopped in these areas.
Since the 3 point minimum went back into affect, it has been my perception that the average antler size has increased.  This is a good thing from the average 
hunters perspective.  Addtionally, the fact that the Washington Mule Deer herd has larger average antler size is an incentive for non-resident hunters to come 
here, thereby generating more revenue for the state.
some yearling bucks sport a "2" point rack which is optimal for a yearling (1 1/2 years old). allowing them to be killed takes this gene pool out of the breeding 
stock for the future. That's a tough decision to make. However I have seen big 2 points that are not yearlings shot and left for dead because they were not the 3 
point minimum.
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Something has to change and maybe for once the F&G dept will get it right.  I suggest closing areas with low numbers period to all hunters including tribes--build 
herds back to old numbers same for elk-have the process for draws made legal--meaning get them right the first time and not have to hold drawing s twice or 
three times for permits--hunters lose faith in game dept.  I did and have for years.
Specail permit only for mature bucks and for antlerless. To mantain proper population, age, and maturity.
specail permit only in open habitat with no provision for landowner permits
Special Permit for Mature Bucks is a great idea ... however I would not support the low numbers of permits that have been offered in the past ... I would assume 
that the numbers of permits for mature bucks would increase significantly ... that is if assuming is appropriate ...
Special Permit is viewed by MANY (including myself) as just another way for WDFW to limit our hunting opportunities while sucking more money out of hunters. 
I have tried for an any bull permit on the Colockum for 12 years now and the chances get BLEAKER every year.
Special permit only limits the average person with general season. Just restrict the hunt choice dates and let the regular hunters (Not just favoritism for archery) 
hunt with existing rules for herds. Enough with the special hunts already.
Special permits are simply a revenue source for this greedy state of washingtion.  Please allow the general and "average joe" to continue hunting in this state.  
Please try not to over manage hunting in this state!
Split each season between 3pt or better and any buck allowing multiple options while limiting the number taken in each catagory. Also, expand the hunting 
opportunities for archery hunters and allow mechanical broadheads and telescopic sites as these tools only ensure that each shot is more humane and 
successful.
Start thinking about buck doe ratios in some areas.   Need more doe harvest to balance herd against available habitat.   Unit 101 is a case in point.
Stop giving away permits to landowners, if they except permit the land, it would be open to all hunters and posted so: Hunting permitted for 2009. If your on the 
property other then hunting season or without a licsense or have permission its trespassing.
Stop playing God and stick to what is working. In unit 382 there have been sub species changes and antler restriction changes in my 30 years of hunting and 
private land wildlife management. The three point restriction is working and making it a four point minimum would only make it better. In my opinion make all of 
western washington 3 point minimum and eastern washington 4 point during the general season. If the general public wants meat, give them a doe tag to fight 
over.
The 2 point minimum should be for several seasons to allow the bigger bucks to propagate, and the two point minimum should not include eyeguards.  Meaning 
what would now be considered a three point if the eyeguards are over an inch should be legal.  There are too many big, wide two points with maybe an eyeguard 
that are breding does in say hunt area 254, these deer need to be culled from the herd.    I look forward to rules that increase mature bucks opportunites for all 
hunters over time and do not prefer to have land owner permits where hunters with more money can kill big bucks every year and the rest of us are left with 
nothing.
The 3 point limitation is working well, we are seeing 3X3 immature bucks.   Do not focus harvests on yearling bucks!  Beginning the mule deer season before 
October 15th is too early for migratory bucks.    The mule deer season should include the 3rd week of Oct, perhaps ending on Friday evening or Saturday 
evening of the 3rd week of October.
THE CHANGE THAT I WOULD LIKE TO SEE IS THAT IN OPEN AREAS MULE DEER THAT IT GOES TO PERMIT ONLY FOR 3+PT. DEER AND THIS 
WOULD BE FOR RIFLE AND MUZZLELOADERS, ARCHERY STILL WOULD BE 3PT. MIN. BECAUSE IN OPEN COUNTRY IT IS A LOW PERCENT OF 
ARCHERY SUCCESS.
the doe to buck ratio is grossly out of kilter some parts of there range its a 20-30 to 1 ratio allow more doe harvest ,allow it to be standard to hunt any weapon of 
choice (appropriate to the season)
The general deer season starts and ends too early in the year.  Gloval warming hasmade it so that the waather is often too warm and summerlike during the 
general season.  Plus the deer are migrating after the season is over, not during the season. Set the entire season one week later.
The general season for deer is so short (7-10 days) that "any buck" should be considered. Special permits could be issued for late seasons, high mountain, or 
other special considerations after or before the general season.
The general season in 388 ends to early.  Their should be a late buck season in November without a special permit. The deer migrate into this area, usually 
when cold weather comes in November. With a later season the 3 point minimum makes sense. With the current season in 388 the 3 point minimum is to 
restrictive.
The key is what you consider open habitat.  in open agricultural land the permit system may be necessary if a certain threshold is not being met .  In other areas, 
especial migrations, and in herds that have a high buck reproduction factor permits might not be necessary.  I cannot support any of your suggestions without 
more details.  You really need to define open habitat a little better.  I do agree that open habitat mule deer herds need to be managed differently and that the 3 
point min. rule may not be the best but if I say I agree what you have above you may use that as a justification for making the change i areas of marginal open 
habitat.
The mule deer in our area is in decline.  If 2-point or less was offered more than 90 percent would be killed.(they dumb) I support the 3-point rule.  I would give 
less doe tags.  open area 149.
The mule deer season is so early that you generally do not see any migratory deer and thus miss many larger bucks.  Open the season to any buck and move 
the season 2 weeks later.
The need to increase herd's size and health is evident, howevever creating longer seasons areas to help relieve pressure the use of specified weapon prefrence 
restricted by area, and the sale of multi use tags
The new movement toward QDM and pt restrictions requires all hunters to subscribe to the belief that hunting is about a B&C trophy! Many hunters young and 
old would be glad to kill any deer or elk so why should we demand a hunter kills a heavy racked buck or bull. Those standards are not everyone's. I personally 
hunt trophy animals and wouldnt shoot anything less than a 4x4 deer or 5x5 elk but I sure dont support a law that requires everyone to follow my standard. It 
should be any deer/elk in every area!
The number of bucks in any give area should be taken into consieration.  In many areas there aren't any bucks that have 3-points or more.
The one great thing about this state is that general season hunters have the opportunity to haverest  good mature bucks. The use of spike only hunts have hurt 
the bull to cow ratio in areas like the naneum and it would do the same to deer.
the only way to manage a quality mule deer hunt that has oppotunity for both large and small bucks is to limit the "general" hunting pressure to the antlerless 
mule deer. I strongly oppose landowner preference because it dramatically changes the permit success to the favor of the landowner and their buddies. One of 
the reasons why you have trouble with the Master Hunter program. Get it ouf of the landowner preference and issue (except access) go away. Every state has 
issues with landowners and how to deal with the private landowner issues. Penalize the wrong doers and keep the good hunters working on the landowner 
relations.
The problem In my unit 154 is the cougars. I have seen the Mule deer population on my farm go from 250 down to 65 since 3 cougars moved in 3 years ago. We 
have been unsucessful in taking the cougar down without dogs. The big one kills mostly bucks. I have several carcussus to prove it. so for better Mule deer 
Management I suggest More Cougar Hound Tags
The problem isn't points. It's pressure, available land, and I'm sure you've heard it a million times... but it's also the Seattle Dip Shits.
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The problem that I have seen is that the Archery areas that I hunt have a Doe or 3 point Buck limit.  I have seen 2 spike bucks shot because the antlers are so 
short that they cannot be seen even by people using bino's at less than 30 yds.  One of the people who shot a spike was a Game Dept. employee and the other 
a super careful law abiding hunter I have known for years.  These were not poachers or careless people, they just could not see the spikes.  I also have shot at 
spikes but luck was with me and I missed.  I would have sworn I was shooting at a Doe.  I think that Archers should be able to take Does and Spikes so that this 
problem would not occur.
The problem with antler point restrictions is that good faith mistakes are made by hunters and animals left to waste.  I have personally found two large horned 
forked horns bucks, that were shot and presumably left lay by another hunter.  One appeared to be a matured three or four year old deer with large forks and no 
eye guards, estimated 17" to 20" spread.  I would rather see shorter mule deer seasons without antler point restrictions.  The theory is that in some instances the 
older deer are harvested by hunters who passed on younger or yearling deer due to point restrictions.  Had those hunters tagged out on the younger deer then 
the older ones would have theoretically survived.  Further I believe this would reduce the waste of game resources.
The problem with special permits in this state is that you have very little chance of drawing a permit, if you do not have close to the maximum number of bonus 
points.
The reason I do not support A,B,C is that Washington charges very high non-resident fees just for the application on a controlled hunt.  I'd like to see the 
application fee equal for both res and non-res.  If application fees  were equal I could then support A,B,C based upon science and research.    Landowners do 
not appear to get any preference in WA yet they provide lots of habitat.  Give them some good tags and not just for spike animals.  Oregon has quite a 
comprehensive landowner preference program you may want to look at , or already know about.
The reason why I disagree with all of these solutions is because they are too broad. When wdfw says 90% of legal bucks are killed im willing to bet that most of 
that percentage is during rifle season. So if these restrictions that are being offered were applied directly to modern firearm seasons only, I could be supportive 
of some of these ideas. It would not be fair to apply these tactics to the archery season considering that archery hunters are less than 15% effective in filling 
their tags. I would support however closing the harvest of does during general archery season. They could be special draw only and this could help to boost the 
numbers in the future.
The rules are too complex as is and the deer I see in all areas of the stat are a good mix.  Frankly I question if this is driven by politics or real biology.  What has 
happened to the elk season is very poor and if that would happne to the deer season I would consider noving to a different state.
the season starts to early to have a good success rate on a mature buck. we are hunting in extreme warm and dry conditions.  a mature animal is smart and can 
smell and hear you a mile away.      try moving the season back a couple if weeks. or do the split season like of old.
The special permit drawing system has too many preference points chasing too few tags and with this system no one can plan or predict being drawn for a 
special hunt.
the special permit thing is a good idea but I would like to get drawn a little more, and keep th especial permits to the resident hunters, I dont think that this states 
wildlife isshould be considerd as an invintory, and neither should the wdfw, I hope that we are not trying to groom this state to be the the next rich man hunting 
spot

the state should go to a draw for the whole state like oregon does now every hunter gets to hunt but only in the area he or she got drawn for just look at oregon.

The success rate for modern hunters in the open habitat is much higher than black powder or bow hunting and should be considered for mroe restrictive harvest. 
The modern hunter should have enough permits available to harvest a mature buck that he feels it's not impossible to harvest a large buck or draw again soon.
The three point minimum is the best thing DFW has ever done!!!
There has been a significant increase in cougar populations.  Over the last 3 years I have come in contact with more cougars while archery hunting than I ever 
have during any other outdoor activity.  I say let the young ones grow up to be the trophies we hunters dream about.
There is a problem in north-east ferry co. with an abundance of mature ,smooth-2 point muley bucks   [ no eye guards ] measuring up to 24" wide!! They are 
taking over the breeding , and as a result, I  counted [11] within one mile!!!! These animals have been untouchable for all!!! I suggest that these  bucks be 
allowed to be hunted - '' any-buck ".          Thank-You  ,  PLEASE LOOK INTO THIS !!!!!
there should be a permit archery season for mule deer doe in gmu 117
there should be more youth permit hunts for any buck........most kids love the anticipation of the buck hunt......they still have trouble with the shooting (mommy 
doe).......
Thin out muley does and whitetail does. We have way to many. Doe to buck ratio is 10 to 1 at least.
This is a hard one for me to judge, as I hunt only in an area of any deer. History in other states shows that heavy hunting of does and yearlings results in an 
increase of twin births, keeping the population stable. See Nevada during the '50s, when they fought over-population during 13 years of drought.
This needs to be more specific regarding Archery, Modern and Muzzleloader.  I would support 3-point minimum for archery with no special permit, and would 
support 2-point or less and mature buck by special permit only for all mule deer habitat.
This whole antler point system is too susceptible to honest errors by hunters in the field. On these two point systems it would be so easy to miss a brow tine and 
end up shooting an illegal animal. I think that the doe tags should be changed to any deer tags. That would eliminate many of the huge fork horns in many units 
(deer that are fully mature). If need be, then the total number of larger bucks could be regulated by special permit. Basically all deer tags should be special 
permit with two types of tags: three point or better and any deer.
Three point min. across the state with special permits for female species for high power and muzzel loader.  Also, seasons should be shortend for muzzel loader 
due to there acquracy and distance of todays guns.
Three point minimum after the first two days of open season.
Three point or better but the nine day season ends on october 31
Three point or better thoughout the season, a no cost drawing for a later landowner hunt and a late trophy hunt if applied early .
Tighten up the harvest numbers to build the heard back up. Leave the best bucks to breed and carry on the species, not harvested for the wall.
TO ALOT OF THE HUNTERS THAT I TALK WITH  IT IS THE GENERAL IDEA THAT THE PERMIT PROCESS IS A REVENUE GENERATING PURPOSE.    
FROM THE REPORTS WE READ ONLINE AND IN THE PAPER THE STARVATION RATE OF OLDER BUCKS (MATURE BUCKS ) IS STILL TO HIGH DUE 
TO THE LACK OF HABITAT.  SO RESTRICTING THEIR HUNTING WOULD RESULT IN MORE STARVATION OF MATURE BUCKS AND ALSO CREATE A 
LESS HEALTHY YOUNG BUCK POPULATION.

To many special hunts as it is.  The WDFG has made quite a revenue stream on a lottery type system for all species.but perhaps that may be the only way for 
the state to fund anything in future years. Tough times a comming!! Its hard enough any more as you have to be surveyor and lawyer to understand half of the 
regulations.  Kind of funny I happened to glance at 1953 game regs pamphlet and 1975 game regs(which is when i started hunting) and wow what a difference.
To open "any buck" or 2pt or less, the young bucks will get slammed!!  There are a great number of 2pts and spikes that our party has to pass on every year.  If 
they were allowed to be killed, then there would not be many bucks that would survive a hunting season.  The mature buck would become a rarity.  If you want to 
increase the number of mature bucks, go to a 4pt minimum or eliminate the brow tine as a countable point.  Opening any deer seasons would be a setback the 
mule deer would never recover from.
Try every other year of doe only.
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Issue 1:
Try to control the pre-opening-day poaching!  I live on Sullivan Lake road a couple miles out of Ione.  For three years now every opening day begins with pre-
dawn rifle reports from all directions.  This is followed at the crack of dawn by a caravan of trucks heading home with an elk in the truck bed.  If those elk were 
taken after official opening hours then it must have been a world record to get them retrieved, dressed, loaded, and break camp to be headed home only 15 
minutes after sunrise!  Feel free to stop in, I'm at 1901 Sullivan Lake Road, Ione.    Craig P. Jenkins  509-442-2395
TWO PT RESTRICTION
unit 364 needs a few any buck permits
Until the special permit process is changed it is a non-option.  Being locked into a season and weapon even if you don't get the permit is a joke.  The entire 
system needs to be looked at from the ground up.
up the amont of points the deer has to have and make it a 4-5 point range so your just takeing mature deer and letting the yunger deer reach maturety
Very limited amount of permts only....
Virtually all places I hunt for mule which are 3-point minimum are fairly open country in kittitas and grant county, during hunting season the mature bucks seem 
sparce and overhunted, but by the november and december come around, it is very clear there are a lot of mature bucks, they are just good at hiding
Washington needs to adopt a permit only system for Mule Deer similar to the Oregon model.  There should be no general season for Mule Deer.  This would 
control hunting pressure and units could be either any buck or 3 point or better dependent on the specific needs of the unit/herd.  It would improve the quality of 
the hunt and I would be willing to sit out a year occasionally for a overall better experience and chances for higher sucess rate.
Washington should adopt permit only opportunities following the same models as Oregon & Utah.  The antler restrictions need to be eliminated.  Limited-entry 
drawing models should allow "any buck" opportunities.
WASHINGTON STATE NEEDS TO MANAGE FOR MORE MATURE BUCKS.  WE ALSO NEED TO MANAGE OUR DOE POPULATION BETTER.  THE 
GENERAL RIFLE SEASON NEEDS TO BE TERMINATED AND OUR EASTERN WA MULE DEER TAGS NEED TO BE DRAW ONLY FOR ALL OF THEM.  
THE ONLY EXCEPTION IS TO ALLOW YOUTH TO BE ABLE TO HUNT EVERY YEAR.  OUR STATE NEEDS TO RESEMBLE WHAT THE GREAT STATE 
OF COLORADO HAS DONE, THEIR WILDLIFE IS AT GREAT LEVELS DUE TO DRAW ONLY SEASONS.
Washington State needs to manage the Cougar population more aggressively.  Cougar populations are too high and cougars are devastating to the deer herds.  
Open the season back up to over the counter tags with the aid of dogs.    Additionally, Washington State needs to enforce stronger penalities on the illegal 
taking of mule deer as well as the tresspasing on private property.  Many landowners are trying to manage their deer herds personally with limited success due 
to the lack of enforcement on tresspassing.
We already have a program in place where I live where I have to be drawn for a big bull Elk.  The last thing I want to see is the day when I have to get drawn to 
shoot a Deer that is 3 points or better.
we are only allowed 1 deer each year,so why not just keep it simple and make it any buck in the entire state with special permits issued for does.If need be cut 
the season short(perhaps 2 weeks instead of 4)
WE ARE SEEING TALLER AND TALLER 2 POINT RACKS ON OLDER DEER. WE NEED THE ABILITY TO SHOOT OLDER TWO POINTS TO CULL OUT 
THE INFERIOR BREEDING OF THESE BUCKS.
We have seen a significant number of mature bucks of 3 point and over since it was instituted in our area some 15 years ago.  We have many more deer, more 
mature bucks, and a very healthy herd.  In the Harrington unit the number of doe permits should be increased from the 125, it was 150 when I was much 
younger with far few deer, to at least 400 to 500.
wE HAVE SUCH A SHORT SEASON PLEASE CONSIDER OPENING FOR ANY BUCK. tHE SEASON AT THE TIME IT IS WOULD STILL ALLOW 
ESCAPEMENT
We need a 4 point mininum to increase our mature buck ratio.
we need montana type private land access via government payment for private land access via sign in sheets and green signs on private property
We need to go back to any buck harvest, shorter seasons, no late buck hunting during rut or when driven down by snow/bad weather.  In other words, shorter 
seasons, any buck, no hunting after November 1st for mule deer.  This would result in more younger bucks harvested, less mature bucks harvested, but still give 
you a good ratio harvest of young to old bucks.
We need to move general seasons modern firearms for deer and elk back 1 week.  To where they were before the game department messed everything up.  I 
have hunted in this state for more than 35 years.  What the game department has done to the seasons is shameful and if I had the money I would hunt in some 
other state where they actually want the hunters to be sucessful.  Shame on you washington state department of game!
We should restrict out of state residents to less than 10% of all special permit draws.
We would support 2 point or better with special permit for late buck. Nothing 2 point or less.  Too many 2 points get shot thinking they may be three point?
what about a 2 point only restriction, I hunted a hunt like that in idaho. with special permits for mature bucks. It was a great hunt. I saw only two spikes in 20 
days of scouting and hunting.
What do the game counts reveal.  I understood that regulations and restrictions are posted using actual scientific data.  The above questions make it seem like a 
political choice, not a wildlife management system to sustain both the habitat and the population.
Whatever is done, be cautious not to create additional opportunities for landowners to profit from management decisions, furthering the decline of available land 
access.
when you answer the question i asked you about 6 months ago, i'll answer yours. this game commission is pathetic!
Whenever WDFW goes to permit only hunting, the permits are very far and few in between (almost none in some cases) and the odds of being drawn are 
usually very poor.  There are many examples of this in both current deer and elk permit only hunting.  I would NEVER support permit only hunting for mature 
bucks.
Where I don't have issue with the 3-point minimum, in GMU 224 where I hunt mostly, I see a great deal of mature 2-point bucks that far outsize the 3-point 
bucks in the area.  It's not appropriate for me to speak of other GMU's but, I would suggest a longer and later season with the same restrictions that are currently 
in place.
Where I go hunting - the 215 area - most of the bucks taken are white tail only because there are very few 3 pt or better mule deer found.  2-pt bucks are 
numerous but unable to be taken at this time due to the 3 pt limitation.
Where I hunt it is Blacktail deer only so my input on a situation I know nothing about would seem to be without knowledge of the current situation.                          
Thank You Timothy R. Mott
While I understand the antler restriction is to assist in the survival rate of immature bucks, antler size is not a great indicator of age. I hunt an area where the 
dominant older buck is a large 2 point which is passing on its genetics to the detriment of the herd. Perhaps there can be a way to get WDFW permission when 
a situation like that occurs and put the authority in the hands of the local wildlife officer who is in a posistion to have the best judgement.
Who determins if it is desirable?
Why don't you move all of the hunting seasons back 2 wks to account for the warmer seasons. Archery has been to hot to hunt.
Why have a special permit at all in these areas. Allow spike or two point only,or alternate the years that the areas can be hunted. Using damage control and/or a 
doe day inthe areas that have no hunting that year. pay landowners or give tax breaks for them to allow a set number of hunters on their land which can be your 
special draw that a hunter can apply for, and if drawen can't draw again for five yrs.
why is the mission unit not open during the general late archery season  to releive some of the hunting pressure of the swakane herd there are no other units 
open to late general archery than swakane.  STOP KILLING ALL THE DOES

Page 20



Issue 1-Mule Antler Restr
Issue 1:
Why not raise the current 3pt minimum up to 4pt. and put more emphasis on special draws for doe tags. This would keep the herds manageable where needed 
and give the bucks a chance to get to maturity.
Why on Earth go back to wiping out the spikes and two points so that there are extremely few   mature bucks?
Why worry about restrictions on points when the WDFW is buying habitat land and then introducing wolves to the areas where you want to restrict hunters?
Why would we focus hunting pressure on young bucks when 90% are harvested each season?  If we can develop a healthy population of deer then there will be 
more survival in the older age classes because those older deer are more experienced.
With seasons so early in the year, the mature bucks are not available.  They do not come down till November, so making these changes makes no difference 
other then to kill off all yearlings.  The 3 point min with the early season means less deer available.
with the amount of people wanting to hunt there is no way the herds can improve with open two or three point hunts
With the increased population of Does I would believe it would be more affective to open a antlerless/or 2 point or less deer season and have the 3 point or 
better limited to a special permit only.
Would like to see all hunts go to 3 point or better.
Would like to see defined definition of open habitat and how does that affect the mule deer hunting restriction on the Eastern slopes of the Cascade through the 
timbered and heavy brush areas.  There needs to be two separate definitions in Washington, one in the open sage brush area and the other one in the timbered 
heavy brush areas.
Would like to see some areas for miratory heards go to 4 point min.
Would support a Special Permit hunt for the entire open habitat mule deer hunting and keep it at a 3 point minimum antler restriction.  Use the B tag and or 
permit hunts to keep the doe / total herd in balance.  We have a great area with potential to produce real quality mule deer like Montana and other western 
states but it needs to be managed in that manner.
Would support an all mule deer special permit buck hunt with a 3 pt minimum antler restriction and continue to harvest the proper number of does to support the 
habitat and quality bucks.  The permit season should be open to all hunters not just land owners.
You can consider moving the deer season until later in year, perhaps last two weeks in October rather than middle two weeks, or even last week October and 
first week November.  This was normal many years ago, and made available older, more mature bucks, transitioning from mountains to river valleys, e.g., 
Okanogan/Conconully.  Probably would not shoot a spike buck; our hunting may not continue.
You could greatly improve the deer populations in and around the Yakima area by: first stop the indians from "poaching", secondly, reduce the predators by re-
opening hound hunting and baiting.  Both are great management tools because they are selective type hunting targeting the large males.  I spend 160 + days a 
year in the mtns. and there are a lot more predators out there than you guys think.
You either harvest the young ones or the older ones which leaves us in the same position.  How about simply establishing a minimum or maximum size then 
issuing only a certain number of permits for each GMU?  That way, permits can be reduced in areas where harvest numbers are high, and remain the same 
where harvest numbers are low or elevated where a potential for over population exists?  I believe California does this.  They issue permits by GMU and only a 
limited number of permits are available.  They also issue additional animal or doe tags by draw when herds need thinning or over population is a factor.
You might consider leaving it 3pt. or better and extending the season to the end of Oct. like it used to be
You need to regulate better the deers major predator the cougar and quit trying to have the hunter fill the void for the Wash. State Cougar population's annual 
take of the Mule Deer Population.  I know you now allow 2 cats per year,  big deal you can't hunt them without dogs.  Change the current law, kill more cats and 
you might still have a population of Mule Deer to hunt.  No deer, no hunters, no State revenue.  It's all very simple.  Start listening again to the hunters and not 
the environmentalist politicians and Seattle's Humane Socitey political group.  I'm just about finished hunting in this state now.
You say that 90% of 1.5 year old legal bucks are harvested in open areas and only yearling survive the season but where is the statistics for mature bucks.I 
have seen many nice mature bucks in the summers and fall.Would allowing youths and seniors to harvest any buck or possibly either sex lighten the 
impact(harvest) on mature bucks in the open areas .As always if there is such a low number of mature bucks in a specific GMU I support special permits only to 
regain the mature buck balance for a three year period.
You should consider an either sex deer hunt for Unit 627 (Bainbridge Island).  This area is being over run.  I do not believe thaer are that many hunters left on 
the Island that it would endanger the deer population.
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Issue 2:
The Department is considering making antlerless special permits for white-tailed deer more effective. Currently,  15 to 20% of hunters who 
receive a conventional special permit for antlerless deer, kill a buck during the general season rather than a doe with their permit. Antlerless 
white-tailed deer permits might be more effective if they were offered as 2nd deer antlerless permits.
Should the Department change conventional antlerless special permits for white-tailed deer in northeast Washington to 2nd deer antlerless 
permits?
"Earn a Buck"  second tag for buck only
1 deer per year is per hunter is too limited.  We have three species, not counting the Columbia Whitetail subspecies in the state.  Why are they all lumped 
together for management purposes?  I would like to see to deer tags per year with no more than one of each species per year.
15 to 20 percent does not seem to be significant in terms of herd dynamics.  As before, habitat management may be more significant.    What is the goal 
here?  Reduced population?  More harvest potential?   I have never be in favor of doe permits unless habitat is under extreme pressure.   Also evaluate the 
buck doe and doe fawn ratios.  Every area will have different needs.   Be careful here!
2nd deer anterless tag is a good idea but it should follow the general season. No restriction on the hunter and they should still be able to shoot their buck on 
their general tag.
2nd deer permits should NOT use up a hunters bonus drawing ponts.  This is a population control hunt, not a trophy hunt.  I have participated in 2nd deer 
permit hunting the past two years, but with the change to use up bonus points I will not participate.  I would love to draw out on a trophy permit, not a 2nd 
deer doe tag.
2nd deer permits without the loss of bonus points.  could also make these permits separate and not have bonus points factored into the drawing.
A massive explosion of white taled deer is, and has become a nuscence. I dont know what it is doing to the mule deer population, or cross breeding, but it 
seems to be a big problem keeping them away from mule deer teritory
A second tag would be a good management however, if the a person applies for a first tag for antlerless if should be used only for antlerless.
Absolutely the right thing to do, can't believe its taken this long for you to figure this one out.  However, I don't believe that 20% figure you quote, that is I 
question it.  I've applied for several years for antlerless deer tag and never get it.  They are good eating I see them all the time and would kill em and eat em 
if I had both a buck tag and a doe tag.
Absolutely this is necessary.  There are too many does where I hunt, on Mica Peak. Also, there are not many nice bucks. We should harvest the smaller 
bucks and allow the big ones to breed and improve the gene pool.

Absolutely.  Every hunter I know that applies for a doe tag tells me the real reason for applying for the doe tag is to ensure that the hunter does not end up 
with an empty tag and the end of the season.  They use it as a "back up" in case they don't get a Buck which is what their ultimate goal is every year.
Accurate population data per game unit is required. In so many meetings I have heard ONLY estimates for everything from bears, cougars, whitetail, and 
mulies. What are we paying for?????
add 2nd permit for successful youth hunters.
Adopt a post modern firearm permit drawing for anterless  seasons in late december and january  Potential for additional revenue and better control of 
antlerless population  Do not recommend a second deer option
Again I think maybe area specific if the doe numbers are to high.
Allow more permits and calculate the harvest based on actual number of antlerless taken.
alot more whitetail antlerless permits as a second deer withoue buying second tag in areas where more control is needed as before in the wedge
Also a lot of hunters draw these permits but  never use them, I think with gas prices and all you should consider only allowing people withing one county 
away to put in for these permits, so people like myself who are 300 or more miles from such opportunities won't put in and then not go.
also consider a youth hunt for the areas that are heavly effected and need a greater harvest
also consider an option for Master hunters to apply for 2nd antlerless tags(whitetail) w/o penalty for the previous points accrued. if the objective is to harvest 
and reduce the whitetail population to meet the management objective then this might be a good demographic to utiize.
Also this idea should be used state wide for our childern who are learning to hunt.
Also--consider a special permit holder season that runs either a few days before or following the regular season--
And if it is the goal of the WDFW to harvest more antlerless deer in specific units, don't make the tag a "special permit".  Have it as a GMU(s) only second 
tag that as a hunter you can purchase along with your normal tag.  Other states use this system but it may not function here due to the limited amount of 
deer or land access.  The permit idea is great but needs to be reexamined from the special permit process in certain areas if the goal is to reduce overall 
deer population.  in other words in some areas continue the special permit process and in others consider a simple purchase option.
anterless permits should be filled with anterless animals. taking a buck with a anterless tag should not be permitted.
Antlerless tags, particularly youth tags, should follow Oregon's example and be for an "antlerless or spike" deer. It is too common for a new hunter to 
misidentify a spike for a doe.
Anyone wanting to harvest a buck needs to harvest a doe first. In areas that need the antlerless kill ratio increased just require that a doe tag be filled prior 
to being given a buck tag.
As in some of the other states, ( Colorado?).....make the hunters who draw a second tag harvest the doe before they can get a buck tag.... If the draw a doe 
permit, which essentially allows them to kill either sex......make a doe permit holder hunt specific doe only hunts.  Take away some options....there is too 
much  hunting pressure in some areas, and nearly none in others.
As long as it wasn't a special permit for the second tag that would take your preference points for a doe tag like it is now.
as long as the permit is not being purchased just to NOT Shoot a doe.
As long as they do not effect your deer points.
as long as we do not have to BUY another license. A second deer tag should be no more than $25. Fee's are Killing Us.
Because I feed the family with what game I can get, I prefer the 2nd deer idea.

Buck harvests are down.  Anyone can see this.  I live in NE washington.  you have limited the general season to the 19th of november.  Keep killing DOES 
and you will NOT have bucks.  Please wake up.  The does that are in large numbers are in the chewelah/colville/deer park valleys like at my home.  The 
guys that are getting does are on public lands, and killing them out.  The problem still exists in the private low lands.  Please listen to common sense.
BUT DON'T MAKE ME BURN MY POINTS TO GET ONE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
But make it so the 2nd permit doesn't cost you points
But only if you do not lose your preference points for this 2nd permit
BUT! Change it back to NOT having an effect on you points!!!
change permit to antlerless only and have a seperate season
Change the age for doe permits from 65 to 50 or 55, so more older guys are able to take does.
change the rules such that if someone draws a doe tag they may only hunt doe for that year... thereby giving up the ability to shoot a buck
Comment:  I have gotten several doe and second deer permits and feel it is my responsibility to harvest a doe with them and not taken a buck.  I think it 
should be manditory to all to harvest a doe or a throphy buck (4 point minimun).
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COMMENT:  The anterless should be the 1st deer permit if a buck is not harvested.  It would permit the harvesting of 2 deer in areas where it is necessary.
Consider allowing of a second antlerless tag simultaneously(additional) and at the same time as first tag.  That way a hunter can harvest a doe and not 
waste time having to get a second tag going back and forth.  From my time hunting in NE Washington last year the Whitetail population is just overrunning 
the place.  I finally shot a Whitetail Doe to help the environment!
Consider increasing the number of permits to offset those hunters that take a buck in the general season.  Use the 2nd deer option ONLY if you REALLY 
need to reduce antlerless deer numbers.
Consider making it mandatory to check in a notched doe tag or submit a harvest report for a doe before you can obtain a buck tag.
Consider special permits for anterless deer prior to general buck season.  This will force sucessful hunters to fill their tag with an anterless deer only.
Continue to offer the anterless special permits. Given the 15 to 20% of successful permit holders that kill bucks instead, just increase the number of 
anterless permits to achieve the desired anterless harvest in each GMU. Some hunters want to harvest an antlerless deer. Do not force them to harvest a 
buck first. Continue current policy on special anterless permits.
conventional anterless permits show require harvest of an animal without anters, and not permit to be used on a buck.
Could also make the antlerless permits "antlerless ONLY"
Do we have to many whitetaill deer? If so this would make sense.
Doe only permit.
Doe tags should be a second deer tag everywhere. Buck harvest in most areas is below 25% anyway.
Does this mean that all hunters with an anterless permit must first kill a buck to use the 2nd deer permit?  I don't know the percentage of hunters that kill 
bucks but would guess it is far less than 80-85 percent.
don;t kill off all the deer ,But put out good permit hunts .
DON'T  CHARGE SO MUCH FOR THE SECOND TAG, MAYBE HALF PRICE THAT WAY YOU STILL MAKE SOME MONEY WHICH IS WHAT THIS 
STATE IS MORE CONCERNED WITH!!!!!
Don't burn deer tag for buck. Allow tag for does to be used for does and the main deer tag for bucks only.
don't hunt NE Wash.
Don't require the use of preference points to draw a 2nd permit.
Don't Support. There are too Many game Hogs already!
Don't take away preference points for drawing a secondary doe permit
don't take away preference points if drawn for white-tail anterless only tags
Drawing a second tag should not involve the use of preference points of the hunter if the goal is to reduce white-tailed numbers...
Either this option, or restrict permit holders to hunt only the permit season and forfeit the general season. Just a thought.
Especially in Eastern Wa the doe's are the one's who are increasing your herds over the carrying capacity.  It will not hurt that herd to allow a 2nd antlerless 
permit. But this isnâ€™t the case for all  areas.
Except for archery
Expand archery opportunty for whitetail does.  Expand the season and allow buck rifle hunters to use archery tackle for does later in the season.
Forget the permit. Let anybody shoot a doe that wants to. Perhaps make it a one deer only season. If a person takes a doe, then he or she is done.
From my limited personal observation the doe to buck ratio is to high.  More does need to be harvested.
fuzzy rules of what constitutes an antlerless deer is part of the problem. Make it clear - on an antlerless special permit if you shoot a buck you're in deep 
doo-doo.
give it time with the way you are doing things now , the herds will do the rest.
Give more youth hunts
give out 15 to 20% more anterless tags!
give out doe permits 1st..a hunter would have to fill his doe permit before he can shut a buck
give permits for anterless before general season
Given the healthy white-tailed deer population that (based on my personal observations) appear to be expanding into mule deer range and which has been 
causing considerable crop damage to farmers and safety hazards to automobilists in NE Washington, I strongly encourage the WDFW to offer far more 
liberal seasons on white-tails. I am surprised that the Department has not attempted to address the problems that these deer are causing by allowing 
multiple either sex, over-the-counter tags for anyone. This seems like a missed recreation opportunity of which would benefit many more than just hunters 
and would help offset further limitations that are likely to be coming for mule deer hunting.
Great idea and 2nd deer permit (2nd doe permits) should be available in larger quanities!
great idea to get rid of whitetail deer
Great idea.  In areas of high population, offering a 2nd permit would be very effective on the herd and useful to the hunter.
Great idea. Consider selling them over the counter first come first serve.  Also if you put it on a permit system, then please don't make us use preference 
points to apply for a doe tag.
Have hunters choose buck or doe from the start and have seperate seasons for bucks and does.  2nd deer tags only benifit the wealthy or those who are 
retired and they tend to focus on harvest and not the hunt.
Have some "two doe permits" available for persons willing to give up their buck hunt....their is still a fair number of people who rely on venison for the table, 
and would probably be more than happy for an opportunity to get two deer.
Have the methods of counting deer changed in the last 30 years? My god, the doe population in northeastern Washington is being wiped out.
Have you polled the 20% who killed the bucks rather than does, why they got the buck? Or was the doe permit in case they couldn't get their buck?
Having an antlerless permit greatly increases my odds of harvesting ANY deer. Making all the antlerless permits 2nd deer permits means that many more 
hunters would be harvesting two deer rather than one. This would result in a greater restriction during the general season limiting many hunters from the 
opportunity to take a single deer. Just plan on 15-20 percent of permit holders to kill a buck during the general season, so offer an increased number of 
permits to get the desired doe harvest.
How about offering this,like some eastern states, make it mandatory to take a doe first in over populated areas.Then allow a secoed tag for bucks.? or 
Make it either sex for the season, then the hunter could make his choice, possibly not leaving a doe shot by mistake just lying on the ground and going to 
waste
How about some decent access? Most hunters I know have given up on this hunt, because of the no hunting sign posted all over the area.
How do you kill a buck with an antlerless permit other than a fawn or bald buck after antler drop?  Or are the permits either-sex?
However I would continue or grow the youth and disable hunting opportunities with these tags
However the second tag permit should not affect the points for drawing a special permit.
Hunters don't want to lose there accumulated points on an antlerless permit. More hunters would apply and use the antlerless permit if the draw only took 1 
point for an antlerless draw(the drawing would be based on accumulated points). Drawing an antlerless permit should allow you to take a second deer(1 
buck in the general/late season and 1 antlerless during any open season in the GMU where the permit is drawn).
Hunters should not lose permit points if selected for this.
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Hunters should only be allowed one animal of each species per season.  Antlers or not.  Too many hunters are looking for trophies as appose to those of us 
who hunt for sport and meat.
Hunters that draw permits should be restricted to using that special permit.  If it's a doe permit, no hunting in other units or for bucks during the general 
season.
Hunters who draw doe tags have already purchased a buck tag all this does is gives the hunter a better chance at tagging an animal he/she has already 
paid for. I currently hunt in these areas for antlerless and was unsuccessful last year as it was. I am a disabled hunter and it gets harder each year to get 
out there. The area is not so populated with deer (GMU 117) that its getting any easier to tag an animal.
HUNTERS WILL STILL KILL THE SAME NUMBER OF BUCKS, AND THEN KILL A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF DOES ALSO
Hunting is a passion for myself and my family!  We take it very seriously and are not out for a trophy hunt every time a season rolls around.  We have 
enjoyed many years of hunting and only harvesting does.  We would love the opportunity to harvest a doe and maybe even two.  Maybe consider allowing 
for the harvesting of two does instead of a doe and a buck or  a doe only!
I  do not seee the populations to support multiple deer permits.
I agree, but don't make me lose my accumulated deer preference points for a 2nd chance doe tag.  Otherwise, I'll never apply for the tag...
I also support damage control tags to private lands be 10% FOUR POINT/BETTER and 90% TWO POINT/ANTLERLESS, NO EXCEPTIONS. Three point 
being escapement/slot goal. Previous year harvest reports being a regulating tool for issue numbers. Equal % harvest to equal % issue. (9 non-trophy 
reports to 1 trophy report being issue regulator). One antlerless tag filled BEFORE filling trophy tag strongly suggested management tool. Precise 
management Hunter wild ID No.tag reporting and unused tag return to control abuses could be another tool.
I am assuming there is an over population of white tail does or there wouldn't be a need for the permits.
I am in favor of expanding this opportunity to the north central part of the state as well...specifically Okanogan County.  The white-tail population has really 
taken off, especially in the Methow Valley.
I am one of those who applied for a anterless permit and killed a 3pt before the anterless hunt therefore did not use the anterless permit. A hunter only 
needs one deer a years, no more. Why dont you requre those who were issued a anterless permit to report if they kill a buck within 24 hrs to allow another 
who would be on call to harvest the doe.
I can give you numerous reason why we don't support this ill advised philosphy but it is only a waste of my time and yours since your mind is already made 
up and you won't listen to reason.
I did not apply for second deer permit this year because I did not want to use my preferance points for a management tag
I do not believe that 2nd deer permits should use up a hunters bonus drawing points as is currently the case.  Go back to 2nd deer permits as a non-bonus 
point draw.
I do not believe that antlerless deer should even be hunted.
I do not hunt in this area, and thus have no opinion.
I dont care
I don't hunt eastside,  but I do know that westside has many deer.  I would like to see a $5 second deer drawing for buck or doe for the capital peak [663] at 
least 20 permits.
I don't know about other counties but in Klickitat County I think if you draw a doe tag you should be able to fill it in addition to a buck.  We have so many 
does that it is rare for me to not have to slam on the brakes to avoid a collision with a deer on my daily commute.
I don't know the background and what the target is, so it is difficult to support or not.
I don't see a reason to give them a 2nd tag.  Make it doe only if you want them to harvest does.
I don't see it as a knowledge issue but an ethical issue.  I know a buck from a doe when I release my arrow.  I am quite close.
I dont under stand why white tail deer hunting is even open should be drawing only for 3pt only
I don't understand what you are trying to say. How can hunters who receive a conventional special permit for antlerless deer kill a buck?  Doesn't antlerless 
mean doe?
I feel if you draw a doe permit you should harvest a doe not a buck.
I have been hunting here for only 3 years and haven't yet seen a buck during rifle season while I was hunting.  But the does are everyplace!  This year I 
plan to apply for a doe tag and shoot the first deer I find (buck or doe).  If I get a doe it will be my first deer - ever.  It is hard enough to get a buck, so I do 
not see the point in excluding us 'unsuccessful' hunters from a doe tag.
I have made a couple of hunts with a second-deer permit. I always used that tag first so I could hunt the rest of the state with my general tag. But I think the 
Department should work harder to educate hunters on the need to take does as well as bucks as part of a quality management program.
I have not hunted for white tail deer.  Input from white tail deer hunters should be most strongly considered.  I would favor any option that provides for the 
longest "time-in-the-woods" opportunity for the greatest number of hunters.
I have not personally seen the popoulations to support a 2nd deer.
I have not yet hunted white tail deer, nor do I know the population of them to say we need more permits.
I have recieved second antlerless deer tag every year that has been offered and generally fill both my primary tag and second tag.
I hunt in GMU 121, this option already exists and I think it works, it also provides the state with additional revenue for the purchase of the second tag.  I 
think this should be expanded.

I hunt the Methow, most all the whitetails are low along the rivers and on private land. I suspect very few whities are killed by non-local hunters in this area...
I hunt the unit 121 where there are a large number of doe tags. I hunt hard and have done well but I don't understand why the large number of doe tags. It 
doesn't seem to me that the heard is over populated. I think there are too many doe tags issued.
I hunted the colville area 2 years ago and I hated it. all the whitetails were on on private lands or inthe city of colville and could not be shot; I had 3 kids in 
my party and none of them got a whitetail doe because the locals refused land access. We need a montana type system where private land owners can be 
paid to let us hunt their lands and reduce the whitetail doe numbers or else the mule deer will be forced to die out by the whitetails.
I live in mule deer country.  I don't understand the whitetail situation.
I simply do not know enough about that area to be much help.  I do feel that if there is evidence to support the deer population is getting to big then thinning 
would be a good idea.
I STRONGLY SUPPORT 2nd DEER TAG for areas with high deer populations such as northeast washington.
I strongly support the youth and elderly hunters availability to take does during the regular season.
I support equal opportunity so give out more anterless permits to anyone wanting to take a deer.
I support the open availability to get a second license, if game department feels there is adequate animals, I dislike burning a anterless option on a second 
permit, I am over 65
I support this but I think it's bull shit that you take our points away now for drawing a second tag.  Isn't the objective to kill the does.  Why punish us by 
taking our accumulative points when we're trying to build points for a big buck draw, and killing does while we do it.  People aren't going to give up their 
points to kill a second antlerless deer.
I support this if points are not deducted for second deer...
I think it depends on the amount of does in a specific area versus Bucks. And the number of permits that are issued.
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I think this is a great idea.  Most hunters would rather put their tag on a nice buck(or any buck) and giving them any "chance" at taking a buck while also 
having a tag specifically for a doe will no doubt help in areas where you are trying to increase doe harvest. If a hunter uses his/her tag on a doe they will in 
my opinion be more likely to not fill their regular tag with the first buck they see.
I think this is an excellent idea.  I am over 65 and hunt GMA 101 each year.  My goal has been to take a white tail doe; however, on several occasions a 
legal buck presented himself  before a doe did, so I took the buck.  According to the data I have seen there are still far too many does.  The buck doe ratio 
is out of whack.  Therefore the proposed change makes a lot of sense.
I think this is the best idea yet. If it has been determined that a certain number of antlerless deer should be harvested and they are not being harvested by 
those tag holders and bucks are being shot in there place how could it hurt to have that antlerless tag be an additional tag. I would also be in support of a 
deer tag being issued as either sex like it is done in many counties across Idaho.
I think this may also be true in southeast Washington, and should be applied there as well.
I think this needs to be changed to kill a doe and draw a buck tag type of opportunity and the doe harvest on mule deer needs to be increased.  Last year I 
counted 93 antlerless deer in one square mile of wheat field on opening day in the 254 unit.
i think this would be a good idea. if animals are plentiful enough and the harvest of does is that important, then a second permit should not hurt the 
population. I am willing to bet more than 15-20 percent of people are out trying to shoot a buck, those are just the successful ones. I would try for a buck 
even if I had a doe tag.
I think this would definitly be a positive control method but the number of tags should be given out should be thought about very carefully because in my 
opinion this change would drastically change the percentage of these permits that would be filled. An excellent idea though.
I think we need to get more property owners to allow hunters on there property. At least allow bow hunters if they are worried about bullets flying around. 
Because that is where the majority of the deer are. I don't see that many in the public hunting areas. And I am thinking if we don't have those permits for 
private areas we will be thinning out the deer to much in the national forests.
I was drawn for the second deer permit in 2007. The problem I saw was not having access to land where problem amimals are located. There was a big 
population/density difference in property that was hunted and property that was posted no hunting. The property was only separated by a fence. I don't see 
the permits, in any form, being effective as intended, without more land access.
I would also ask you to consider NOT requiring the hunter to purchase a second license in addition to the second tag as has been done in the past.  I know 
of at least one person who was VERY mad when he had to but the second tag AND license.
I would apply for one
I would be more interested in antlerless permits if I did not lose preference points on draw.
I would like to see 3 point min. for all deer in Washington
I would like to see the deer season open during the rut rather than the current pre-rut scenario
I would probably support this measure, but I am not clear on exactly how the 2nd deer tag works in practice.    What might make more sense is a secondary 
issue of tags for a late doe season, available to those, who did not draw a tag in the first go-around, and who had not reported taking any deer during the 
regular season.  That would give additional hunters an opportunity, who had not previously drawn a tag.  Also, since the data (special permit application) 
would already be in the system, DFW would only need to devise a method to cross-reference the special permit application data base with the harvest 
report data base.  With proper programming, no additional application should be required -- just a second round of notices could be sent for a mid-
December hunt.
I would rather see hunters successfully drawn for a antlerless permit be required to use the permit foregoing the opportunity for general season bucks. 
Otherwise the permits are wasted for hunters who otherwise would have been drawn. Isn't the purpose of the antlerless permit to control the buck to doe 
ratio? If yes, then let's require use of the permits to get the intended outcome and effect.
I would support it if everyone had the same chance for those tags.  Most areas I hunt could use more does.
I would support this and add that if they are offered by special permit then they should NOT affect a hunters accumulated points for special draws.
I would support this and reconsider buying a license.
I would support this same ruling for black tail deer on the westside
I wouldn't waste the only deer hunting opportunity for the year on a doe, but I would harvest one every year with a second tag if it was available and didn't 
cost too much.
I'd give two anterless only deer permits.  Make season longer.
I'd like to see a tradition start again for "any deer" on the last weekend of the season statewide...

if 15 to 20% of anterless tags go unfilled, and the purpose is to reduce the number of white-tailed deer, why not increase the number of tags by 15 to 20%?
If a antlerless permit is received by a hunter that hunter can only hunt antlerless and not antlered also. This would help reduce presure on bucks and help 
put hunters in the field actually hunting does.
If a hunter puts in for a doe tag, he must shoot a doe. Then he is allowed to buy another tag for a buck. Earn a buck. Also we need to emphisize problem 
areas when harvesting does. It doesn't do much good to shoot an antlerless deer on top of some distant mountain when there are a 100 deer in farmers 
Joe's alfalfa field.
If a person is successful for a anterless permit, they should be required to harvest an anterless animal before having a chance at a second tag (buck only).  
Other states imploy this system to keep whitetail populations in check (earn a buck system).
If a person puts in for a antlerless special permit, then that is ALL they can harvest.  They should not be able to kill either/or...........
If hunters are going to put in for a special antlerless permit and they are drawen they should not be able to hunt bucks so the other hunters that want to 
bucks have a better chance. Why should antlerless permit hunters get double the chance. when they are taking away a deer from other hunters.
if it makes managemnt sense

IF ONLY 15-20% ARE TAKING BUCKS I DON'T SEE ANY REASON TO CHANGE IT. IF ANYTHING, INCREASE THE NUMBER OF ANTERLESS TAGS.
If permit good for 2nd deer, make it mandatory that doe must be harvested 1st.
If permits are determined to be needed, I think we need those permits down in the South East section of the state as well. Primarily in the 139 and 142 units 
where doe ratios are so high.
if some one wants to take a doe and there are numbers that need to be reduced go with anterless only permits some people just want the meat so just 
make that easy for them
if someone draws a doe permit they should not loose their deer points
IF THAT PERSON SHOTS A BUCK, HE WOULD NOT GET A SECOND PERMIT. ONLY IF THEY SHOT A DOE  ON HIS FRIST KILL.
If that would support management goals for the deer herds.
If the deer population can stand double harvest then do it. But if not make that permit the permit holders only hunting opportunity, no general season 
hunting.
If the deer populations can support it, or even need it, I'd love an opportunity to harvest a second deer for meat.
If the hunter applies for an antlerless permit, the hunter should not be able to harvest any animal with antlers.
If the hunters getting permits for antlerless do not kill an antlerless deer (unsuccessful hunting) they should be allowed to hunt during other times (general 
buck).  I do not want to see the other 80-85% kill two deer each year.
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If the numbers allow it!
If the second deer (doe) could be used as the first deer and then kill a buck, you would have more hunters takeing the doe first.  It would let the hunter take 
what ever comes first.  I bowhunt and if I am lucky enough to draw a second deer pag (doe), I try to hunt the doe first for meat, then consentrate on getting 
a nice buck.
If they have an antlerless permit they should only take an antlerless deer and not have an option of taking a buck. Antlerless or nothing at all.
If this is implemented, have it not affect preference points like your island 410 hunts.
If you apply for and are drawn for an antler-less permit, the only thing you should be allowed to harvest is an antler-less deer.  Hunters drawn for special 
permits should not be allowed to hunt during the general season, unless the seasons overlap.
If you apply for and draw an antlerless tag then it should be antlerless only.  I personally know people who apply and draw antlerless tags and won't kill a 
doe because they don't believe in it.
If you are drawn for antlerless, allow 2 antlerless deer to be taken only.
If you are trying to reduce the population in area this would make sense.
if you draw a anterless permit you should be restricted to anterless deer only and not be allowed to harvest buck deer.
If you draw a doe tag you shouldn't be able to harvest a buck in the general season.
If you draw a doe tag.....that person should have to harvest a doe.  Don't apply for a doe tag if you don't want to harvest one.
If you draw a special doe tag that should be the onle deer you should harvest, and you should be able to harvest the doe during the reg. season.
IF YOU HAVE A PARTY OF FOUR ALLOW THE PARTY TO TAKE ONE DOE WITH THE FOUR BUCKS.
If you know 15-20% are killing bucks as opposed to does, you can calculate that in when you set your permit levels.  2nd deer permits are soley for 
population control and SHOULD NOT use up your hard earned bonus points.  I for one will not squander several years worth of accumulated bonus points 
on a doe.   WDFW should return to previous policy of 2nd deer permits not using up bonus points.
If you really want to kill the does, then you could require that a hunter take a doe before they are allowed to apply for a buck tag...
if you truly wanted the does taken you should do the earn a buck tag you would have to kill the doe first then when you check her in you could purchase the 
buck tag on the spot.
If you want more harvested, make it cheaper for out-of-state residents to hunt antlerless deer.  You can make it its own liscense.  If you want less 
harvested, use zone restrictions.  Make the permits state-wide.  But restrict how many each person can take in each zone.  Look at how Ohio does it.
If you want to go after antlerless deer or elk you should just sell over the counter tags for them. You would generate more revenue and more people would 
buy a hunting licence if they could just buy a tag. You would have better control of how many animals were taken. Plus, if you didn't get drawn then you 
could buy a tag and still go hunting. This still keeps people buying hunting gear and putting revenue in the state.
If your drawn for the anterless permit you should be required to harvest an anterless deer or don't apply for the anterless permit.
In addition, it might be nice not to lose your special application "points" if awarded this drawing. This would also encourage more people to apply for this 
hunt. I think some dont apply for this mainly because A: its an antlerless hunt, which takes the place of your "buck" tag...and B: you lose your points in the 
special deer draws.
In addition, to increase the applicants, they should not lose a application point if they win the drawing. Nor, should they receive a point if they are not issues 
the hunt.
In general:     I believe that you should be able to get a deer of any type.  as a retired Forest Service employee, i know this would stop the waste of deer 
shot by mistake and left in the field because the person was afraid of a fine. In one area during deer season i saw several deer laying  along the primitive 
road i was on and checking hunters. One hunter told me he had shot a deer, no horns, but found out it was a buck when he went to clean it and wanted to 
know if he could take it in and not be fined is stopped at a check point. I found dead deer on several forests i worked on during my 28 years of service on 4 
forests. I also know that many deer were being shot out of season by, log truck drivers, Hispanics, and men who had large family's to feed. There was in 
one case, a cold storage trailer in the forest with men going around shooting deer, with a plan to take them to California and sell them... A friend of mine 
was camped back in the brush on a primitive road fishing a stream and heard the shots and called the authority's when he got to town. I placed buried loops 
in wisonsin you must harvest your doe first before you can shoot your buck
incorperate a maximum number of permits issued per year.
Increase incentives/opportunitites for land-owners to grant permission...especially for youth hunters.
increase the number of antlerless permits back to 600-1000 in ne washington (unit 121). or 2nd tag for landowner. I raise crops and feed them.
Increase the number of antlerless permits issued.
instead, provide additional antlerless opportunities to all user groups...and drop the 2nd deer permit idea entirely.  if you need to kill more deer in specific 
areas, find another way to go about it.
Issue 25% more tags, or have the last weekend of the early hunt either sex.
Issue a standard 2nd anterless permit along with the buck tag...99% of hunters that have a buck and doe tag will take both...but if they have to make a 
choice they will chose a buck over a doe...
It all depends on how healthy the deer herd is.
It depends on the intent of issuing the antlerless permit.  if the intent is to take pressure off the bucks, than it doesn't make much sense to issue the dual 
tags.  If the intent is to remove deer from the doe population, than a second tag would be logical.
It may be beneficial to offer buck harvest through permit only as well as doe harvest.
It may need to be kill a doe before allowed to kill a buck.
it should be like montana where you can purchase an additional antlerless tag over the counter for x amount. the game department needs to figure realistic 
population densites and come up with a safe effective number of tags to put out there to the hunting community so that everyone could participate on a 
firstcome first serve basis. 1 tag to 1 hunter until doe tags have been satisfied. no raffle no drawing. we pay enough for tags licenses and vehicle passes we 
should not have to give up permit points to shoot antlerless deer in spokane or colville. this is a matter of population control that has been mismanaged by 
the department of fish and wildlife. whitetail deer should also be 3point minimum everywhere. except for youth and senoirs
it would be nice if you gave out mor doe permits
It would be nice to give up to 2 antlerless tags for whitetails or just one buck tag, with a chance for antlerless as a 2nd tag.
IT WOULD HELP CONTROL THE HERD END RESULT CREATING A HEALTHY POPULATION.
its always good to kill a doe any huntin season you see 18 does to a buck
Just adjust for that 15-20%
let kids and retires shot antlerless on their normal license
Maintain the current permits but add 10% additional 2nd antlerless only permits. Monitor this for 2 years and see if this approach is working. This will 
continue current revenues, add revenue for those who are looking for a 2nd deer permit, and get to the harvest numbers you are looking for.
Make 15% more special permits for white-tail antlerless available which should take care of the problem!
Make a ruling to allow longer predator hunting and dogs to hunt cougars and baiting for bears.
make anterless permits durting the regular deer season and ther would probably be more does shot than now because hunters would take the oppurtunity 
for a deer rather than wait on the chance for a legal buck.
MAKE ANTLERLESS DEER PERMITS;  MANDATORY, ANTLERLESS ONLY; PERMITS. ONCE A HUNTER IS DRAWN FOR A DOE TAG.
Make antlerless permit holders hunt antlerless only!
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Make hunters that draw the 2nd special tag take a doe 1st before they can legally take their buck on the 2nd tag.
Make it if you apply and get a doe (ANTLERLESS) permit-then that is the only type you can harvest during that season, be it deer, elk, ect.
make it like idaho ... if you draw a antlerless tag you cannot hunt antlered deer
Make it mandatory to harvest the doe.... Do not allow people with doe permits to harvest bucks.... If you still need more management offer a set number of 
2nd tags for does.
Make it specific to GMU's, to get better buck to doe ratio's in all areas, some areas differ in ratios due to hunting pressure.
Make the anterless doe tags for doe seaon only.
Make the anterless permit the first tag and once filled the hunter is then allowed to harvest a buck. The good old earn a buck program!
Make the antlerless WT deer tags a dedicted tag like Idaho does with most of their controlled hunt permits. The hunter has to exchange his primary tag for 
one or two doe only tags. This would make the permits easier to draw for the hunters that really just wanted the meat.  Also make landowner tags more 
readily available so that land owners like our friends near Colville that live on 100 acres could be issued a dozen tags to hand out to there friends to fill.  
They often have 20 to 30 antlerless WT deer on their place and the youth and senior antlerless allowance doesn't work because  they generally want to 
take a buck with their "only" tag.
Make the draw rules IF you draw an antlerless tag you can not harvest a buck on that tag.In adition If you fill your antlerless tag AND report with in 48 hours 
hunters name would be added to a loto for a late buck tag, in an area that can suport a late hunt.
Make the general season either sex. Many people would as soon take a doe to reduce doe populations and end their season early to pursue other fall 
hunting options. A second deer anterless permit available over the counter would be more responsive to the individuals hunting season. These permits 
could be limited in number and to area to control the take in those areas. Putting in for permits months in advance of a hunting season does not get as 
much attention from guys like me because I dont know if or how long I will be able to hunt. If I am not successful bagging a deer a the general license why 
would I want to be invested in a second deer permit I had to purchase months ahead, if I cant fill the first.
Make the permit anterless only.
Make the permit for a Doe ONLY.  make it so a person could not shoot a Buck if they have a doe permit.
Make the permit valid for antlerless only or combination of what you have suggested and what I have suggested.
Make the second antlerless permits valid for any weapon in the appropriate season.
Make the special permit antlerless only. The tag is then not legal for a buck. If a hunter wants to take a buck they must either get the second deer permit or 
not apply for a doe tag they have no intention of filling.
Make them harvest a doe first before getting a buck tag as second tag good anytime after killking a doe.
Make them there own draw so people that need or want the meat only can draw this type of tag.
Make then harvest a doe and then let them buy a second tag/license if they wish to get a buck
Makes no difference to me - I see very few whitetails in the areas I hunt.
Manage the herd by giving more any deer permits instead of antler restriction permits.
Maybe in some areas where the buck to doe ration is very lopsided, such as it is in Stevens and Ferry Counties.
Maybe make some of those permits antlerless only.
Maybe you could extend the season to two weeks. The first week Modern firearms to include antlerless, much like archery or bow season
Might consider allowing two deer, no buck allowed, permits.  Make that anterless season longer.  You don't want to make the either/or longer, because folks 
will just hold out for the buck.
Most hunters,  Hunters Elk or Dear for the big rack, this might help in taking of some doe's but I dout it.
Multiple tags should be offered for NE Washington whitetail deer
Must be based on herd data in that specific GMU.
My family throughly enjoys doe permits especially the B tags that allow you to harvest 2 deer.  We would be pleased if both tags in the B tag situation could 
be used for does.  This would no doubt increase doe harvest in those areas needed.  Everybody wants the big wallhanger so they hold out until the last day 
to shoot a Doe.  I think the main reason most does  don't get harvested is because does don't come with braggin rights.  You could even go to the extreme 
that if you draw a doe taq you could only harvest a doe with your general tag and not a buck.  This would be extreme but the individuals who truly hunt for 
the meat and the right reasons would get those tags and put them to use.
My support is only if the biology or science shows that increased harvest of does will not adversly impact overall heard health.
My thinking is you ought to bark up another tree. As a bow hunter, Previously modern firearm, and muzzel loader too I think it is time to step back and look 
beyound micromanaging the herd with regulations. Sikmplify the regulations, improve the kill rate through more accurate siting more killing power and shut 
down areas rater than tweek everything.
need to let the populationo grow and be managed so the you have quality deer.
no if you draw a antlerless permit you forfiet your buck tag, that way you get the harvest you need
no need for people to be taking two deer or two elk.Pass the permits to youth and senior citizens.
no opinion
No permits should be given to slaughter animals.
No permits should be issued at all.
no the youth and senior is good enough our deer are not over populated any how
no, let the hunter take which ever animal he wants, most men want to prove they are men by taking bucks not does. allow more doe permits or open 
antless deer to all persons under the age of 21,
None of us would buy the second deer permit.  We prefer the permit that makes it OK to hunt either sex during early season.  If you HAD to make it a 
second deer permit only, it would be better if you made it so a hunter doesn't have to buy it until he or she bags the first deer.  Otherwise, it's a waste of 
money if you don't know you'll get one.  It's very, very hard to get two whitetail deer in one season because they are smart!
not from that area and have no idea if the whitetail population is too high to warrant a 2nd tag.
Not sure why all special hunts in this state are not offered as a second tag.
Now he gets two deer and the guy who wasn't luck enough to get a permit gets possibly nothing... Do not support.
Offer a late hunt for muzzeload for eather sex before offering second deer option.
Offer a late youth hunt for does only for these spots. Equal opportunity needs to be concidered, one deer per year for all.
Offer more tags to offset the percentage that normally kill bucks.
Offer permits that do not affect the hunters points.
On the 2nd deer anterless permits, one should have to take the doe prior to shooting their buck.
On the surface this seems like a good idea, however it would seem to me that it would add hunting pressure to areas that wouln't normally get that much 
pressure.  I feel that if a person wants to bag a doe and if the state has it figured out that x amount of doe kill is necessary then, the person applying for a 
doe permit should only be able to take a doe.  I further feel that if a person has a doe permit that it should be a seperate hunt apart from a buck season.  
This would definitely narrow down the hunting pressure to confined time frames.
one deer for one person for one year
one deer per hunter.
Only if needed to control ratios, and or population for habitat.
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Only if the deer population can sustain with this additional harvest.  It should be greatly considered if the population needs it for health related reasons
ONLY IF THERE IS A OVER POPULATION OF DOES.MOST HUNTERS I KNOW WOULD NOT TAKE A DOE EVEN IF THEY DID NOT TAKE A BUCK 
THAT SEASON.THE THOUGHT IS THAT THERE WILL BE MORE DEER THE NEXT YEAR TO CHOOSE FROM.
Only if you get private landowner cooperation to harvest second antlerless deer on private lands not normally open to hunting.  Antlerless deer in the 
mountains and National Forest areas should not be harvested.
only if you remove the "points" penalty
ONLY ON WHITE TAIL DEER ONLY
Only two choices for providing for antlerless permits. If you draw a permit in an area then you can only harvest what the permit states and not allow taking a 
buck, or provide for it on the 2nd permit. I prefer only allowing the ability to take an antlerless animal if you have received a permit. Also makes hunters 
decide what to harvest and support the overall LONG TERM sucess of the animals.
open antlerless permits before regular buck
Open the antlerless only season 1 week earlier than the general season.
Open the east side for a late season for antlerless white-tail
Open the season to "any deer"
Open up more areas to muzzleloaders and let us use bullets that are safer for the environment (jacketed sabbots) and a scope to give a more accurate 
shot. We still only get a single shot and then every animal in the countryside willl know where you are.
Opening publice access would be a better answer.
or a reduced price on your hunting licence if you choose to hunt doe.
or make the requirement that if they are drawn for a doe permit they have to shoot a doe or make the requirtement that they harvest a doe first before they 
can get a buck tag.
or offer a second tag for does.
Or require special permit holders to ONLY harvest antlerless!!
Oregon does this and it works quite well.
Perhaps you could issues 15% more doe permits knowing some won't be used or filled.
permits should be animal specific such as is done in Idaho, where if you draw an antlerless permit and choose to accept it your license is only valid for that 
unit and that type of animal. It appears that there are usually enough applicants for these permits that the applicants that desire to hunt does would be able 
to draw them na dnot just those looking for an "insurance policy" tag to have.
PERSONALLY, IF YOU DRAW AN ANTLERLESS PERMIT FOR ANY DEER THAT SHOULD BE ALL YOU ARE ENTITLED TO HARVEST. ALSO IN A 
3PT MIN. AREA NOONE SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO SHOOT SPIKE OR 2PT. ABSOLUTELY NO SPECIAL PERMITS OF THAT TYPE IN THE 3PT MIN. 
UNIT.
Pick one!  Don't give out antlerless permits and also allow youth and senior to shoot does!  One or the other.  Another way that the herd can be controlled is 
to allow the harvesting of does with your general tag on private land only.  Buck or doe on private, Bucks only on public land.  The problem is to many deer 
on the private lands not our in the National Forest.
Please consider making the hunting season longer.    But, doe permits are a great avenue for younger, or new hunters to have the experience of shooting 
deer with a little less effort.  To make it so they had to shoot a buck first, then shoot a doe if they wanted to, would be unlikley to occur.
Please continue to allow our elder hunters to harvest antlerless Deer to ofset the high cost of food.  I hunt for food not the sport of killing an animal.
Please go back to  making deer B tags permits avaible with out using your points
Please!  Farmers who have given me permission to hunt express a desire for me to take additional deer, especially in light of their inability to receive 
depredation permits because they do not sell their crops.
Proper deer management of herd size has always come down to taking more does. Offering a second deer tag for a doe only, at no significant charge, will 
help with the problems that deer are facing with winter kill due to lack of forage.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Provide more youth hunting opportunity instead, which can include antlerless deer.
put in for a doe permit, must harvest a doe, or don't apply.  There are more hunters than game in most  areas.
Reqire permit holder to take antlerless deer first before they can take a white-tailed buck.
require that only antlerless deer may be taken by hunter who draws a permit
Secondary doe only tags are a great way to manage the Whitetail herds, use of the special permit drawing process is a great way of providing additional 
revenue to the State.  Secondary doe only tags drawn by special permit SHOULD NOT REDUCE HUNTER POINTS, why apply and risk points for a doe if 
you could save them for the opportunity at a big Mule deer?  Another method I would support is over the counter Whitetail Doe Only tags sold in limits by 
GMUs on a first come first sold basis.
Sell doe permits over the counter with each hunter allowed a doe in addition to the buck.
Sell limited (quota) antlerless ONLY permits for GMU's and deer areas that need numbers management.
Should also be a special hunt for mule deer antlerless because of the high quanitiy of these deer in the 215 area.
Should be hooked to a supply of either-sex permits.
Should offer it as a free permit or much less amount as the second choice, this way you will get more interest from hunters in keeping the population in 
check.
Since I do not shoot does I really do not care but one Deer is enough.
So...instead of losing one buck when you wanted to reduce the herd of the doe, you are now willing to lose both a buck AND a doe? What is your real 
agenda? Aren't there other, previous situations elsewhere that could serve as data here? If you don't wish to lose the buck but you do want to reduce the 
number of does/antlerless bucks, why not EXCHANGE one permit for the other and only allow the taking of the antlerless deer? in extended season 
perhaps to make it more effective/more attractive?    However, doesn't the taking of a doe quite often also mean the killing of any fawn(s) that she might 
have during that upcoming winter?
some of the aera for white tail hunting is on private property which do not allow hunting  work with land owners to open up more land
some people like the option to harvest a buck or a doe. this is more about choice than statistics. stop and think,if you see a nice buck,than you take it. if its 
down to the last days of the season,does taste just as good and you can't eat the horns anyway!!!
some won't eat or take a 2nd deer.
Support - of course only if the science and high population of deer justify the need to thin the herd.
Supports previous comment.
That is, if the goal of antlerless harvest is to decrease populations, then I support the 2nd deer tag.  But give priority to disabled or veterans, both of which I 
am not.
That makes a lot of sense. I drew a doe tag a few years ago and never used the tag. Also, require those who draw a special permit to report the results 
during their hunter survey.
That way you can get the buck to doe ratio in sink.
the "b" tags were a great idea until they took away from your bonus points.
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Issue 2-2nd deer antlerless
The antlerless tags should be restricted to antlerless only, not either sex and then they can be used as a first tag, second tag, or both.
The B tag program has been as success in my opinion souther spokane county or unit 127.  I have seen a higher participation of my farming neighbors and 
an increase in the number of bucks in our unit.  I support to continue using the B tag program to manage our total population and give hunters more 
opportunity when they are in the field.  Continue to harvest does and leave the 3pt antler restriction & late season whitetail buck hunt on a permit basis.  We 
have seen a drastic improvement in the last 3 years.
The B tag program in unit 127 has been very effective in my opinion.  I fully support the continuation of using the B tag program creating more opportunity 
for the hunters and let the wildlife dept manage the overall population by harvesting more does and letting the smaller bucks grow.  This is a common 
practice done and supported by the Quality Deer Management associaton.
The B tag program in UNIT 127 has been very effective in our area.  I fully support managing the total herd population through harvesting does and helping 
managing this unit for trophy class deer.  Full support.
The department might want to take a look at Wisconsin's regulations regarding this matter.
The department should change conventional antlerless special permits for white-tailed deer in northeast Washington to 2nd deer antlerless permits with the 
requirement that A antlerless white-tailed deer must be killed first , then a antlered deer may be killed.
The department should offer extended seasons for unsuccessful buck hunters to bag an antlerless deer.  A hunter can use their unfilled buck tag during an 
extended season.  The department should manage deer & elk hunting like they do fishing.  They should offer extended season dates depending on the 
number of animals bagged during the general season. This would be done by areas just like fishing.  For instance game management units 120-180 might 
have an extended season, for unsuccessful general season hunters,  the second weekend in November. This would be announced just like fishing through 
the media and email.  This will give the department the tools they need to manage more effectively.
The Department should reconsider granting a higher percentage of antlerless tags in the drawings than restrict their use to a second deer option.
The Dept. should look at the Managment practise that some other states use, where High doe to buck ratios exist.  The Hunter needs to harvest a doe 1st, 
before the Buck Tag is issued.
The numbers are all out of whack all over the state due to long term mismanagement due to antler restrictions and single tags. I believe a one buck and 
one doe tag for deer (white/black/mule) take your pic would make more sense and get buck to doe ratios back toward reasonable. If you want to decrease 
WT deer populations. Allow a separate tag and charge additional fees. As in, choose mule/white/blacktail but can buy a second species for additional cost. 
Leave the current tags the same but offer a 2nd deer tag for say 30-40$ and you would raise amazing income from one additional tag!
the objective would be more possitive.
The state should also consider not taking your accumulated points for doe tags.  I have 9 deer points so I don't even consider appying for doe tag because I 
feel it would be a waste of my points.
The tag should not be limited by the method of being filled. See my previous comments.
the white tail deer areas are all gathered up by outfitters and the public cant hunt on the land. the state needs to step in and help the public on this. one way 
is to tax the out fitters for all the land they lees for privet hunting. since we all pay for the management of wild life we should have the same access to 
leased lands as the person paying $200.00 to $400.00 for a deer.
The Whitetail deer are crowding the mule deer out, I have seen around 7 legal bucks during the seasons the last few years, yesterday I took a photo of 10 
legal bucks in downtown Twisp, what with that?
The whitetail population is growing and the only way to control herd size is to eliminate the does.  Another alternative for the people drawing doe permits is 
restreict their hunting to does only.  Again the meat hunters will be satisfied with a doe.  Another potential is make special two doe areas with the same 
restriction to allow permit holders to only harvest does.  Given the opportunity for two does only, I would apply for the permit.  I know of many farmers in the 
Palouse area that would be glad for such a season.
The youth and senior hunting for antlerless should be effective already. It is not the hunting. It is the amount of private property not open to hunting!
There are 5 of use that hunt together each year at least 2 of use draw it each year and we remove does off highly populated  privet property each year 
where the deer need to be thined .  Alot more owners would let us hunt threr land if it was for the purpos of removeing does insted of just buck hunting. for 
instece i think a 2 tag could be oferd for archary hunters for areas next to highly populated roads where the deer a geting slaterd in the winter mounths like 
betwen betwene barker and the state line on trent if land owners would alow it . to meny deer car hits are happening on this strech and alot of feesers could 
be filt with good meat that is going to waste
There are many does in the 113 area. If the ratio has been studied and the area can support a certain percentage of loss then yes.
There are way to many deer being killed by cars north of Spokane.
There is enough available anterless hunts for whitetail between youth, seniors, and disabled which I think are great.  If you want to have a higher harvest on 
anterless deer than make it so you have a choice between purchasing a general season tag or an antlerless only tag that are in limited Numbers and on a 
first come first serve basis.  Once you give out a second tag deer harvest is going to be high and once again deer numbers in these Northeast gmus will be 
poor like the rest of the state.
there should be some work with private land owners for permits , Iv'e found it difficult to find good hunting areas that arnt private you see 50 deer behind a 
sign and vey few in public areas . I feel that only letting youth and senoirs harvest antlerless deer would be the best way to go. I feel that general hunters 
dont need to shoot does . let those deer breed more bucks in state land .
there you go
There's no challenge to killing a doe, I think they need to decrease those permits.
These should not count against accumulated points. The change for the Island 2nd deer permits to affect points shouldn't have been made.
These should only be offered as an additional fee basis if you are drawn. This would add revenue that could be used on other projects.
they are being offered as a second permits currently.the problem with that is the purchase of a second deer tag
They are like rabits.
They should not affect accumulated points for deer though. i for one will not give up my deer points do take a doe!!!!! i am not putting in for a second deer 
doe tag this year because I would probably draw it and loose 9 points. If you want to control the doe population then these tags need to be a bonus.
This appears to be working in PA where I grew up so I would support this idea.
This could be short term effective way to take doe's out of the population. Depending on the results of first year harvests, this should be reviewed for each 
year.
this could work but only when i see it working is if the area that they are hunting with this permit is over populated with white tail deer. otherwise it is just 
going to give them more oppertunity to keep killing more deer and drop the population of the bucks.
this is a great idea. i have personaly been drawn for such a permit 4 or so times over the last five years, and i have never used it yet.

This is too easy, if you want to get rid of white-tailed deer in eastern Washington, you just need to offer an "ANY White-tailed deer tag", in addition to the 
regular Mule deer tag! Just think of how much money could be raised by this. I would buy one every year. I don't hunt White-tail for two reasons, first I never 
see them were I hunt for Mule deer and second why would I waist my only chance for a big Muley on a Whit-tail. So give me an easier second chance.
This needs to happen immediately for the conservation of the mule deer in eastern washington

This proposal could apply to modern or muzzleloders but not to archery.  You need to break out the proposals in relation to the type of weapon being used.
this should be considered by indivdual unit
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This should be done only if the White-tailed population becomes a problem.  In that case, I am all for it.  If this is a Buck to Doe ratio issue, find a way to 
limit the Bucks taken (i.e. permit only?) and then more of the Doe tags would probably be used.
This would be a good provision for gmu's like 124 where overpopulation is deteriorating the health of the general population, causing deer/car collisions, 
and lowering the opportunities at quality deer. I dont put in for these permits currently for the exact reason stated, but I would if I could still harvest a buck. I 
love deer meat and could always use more!
This would be fine as long as the drawing for these permits does not affect priority point for big buck hunts.
This would be good in those areas with great white-tailed populations. The land owners in the north east that I have spoken to would love to see this. Most 
of them will grant you permission to harvest a doe.
This would only work if the hunter chooses a mature deer or a â€œmanagement deerâ€�.  Perhaps consider if one draws an antler-less tag, one MUST 
harvest an antler-less animal.  The state of California used this method and it works/ed well for them (of course Iâ€™m not saying I want Washington to be 
anything like California!).
Those applying and drawn should be limited to anterless only.  If you need more harvested increase the permits.  I appose 2nd permits as this potentially 
limits opportuntie for other sportsmen.
Three point or better accross the state with special permits purchased as a secondary tag for muzzel loader and high power.  Giving the bow hunters the 
option of a second tag also but with no three point min.
To be effective, this proposal would need to be coupled with either sex permits.  I would support this alternative.

to many does are taken fron easy access areas not enough in rough terrian areas. this should be by permit only with more permits in no road access areas,
too many deer on the roads. My cousin, Mike Oatman was killed avoiding a deer outside of Winthrop
Totally agree
Unless it is a land owner issue I would have no interest in doe hunting.  Most buck hunters I have talked to will apply for doe tags and don't intend to use 
them.
Unless the harvest of bucks is not up to management goals. the anterless permit should be issued as "antlerless only" not allowing the harvest of a buck by 
permit holders. The only adjustment to this would be determined by harvest management quotas.
use longer or shorter seasons for control of heards. 1 day doe seasons kill a lot of deer.
Utilize separate dates for this.
WDFW should revert back to 2nd deer tags WITHOUT draw point dedection!!!  It's a shame that the department is now deducting draw points for the 2nd 
deer tags in the western units after offering without dedection the first two previous years.  I have no desire to wast draw points for an anterless permit, 2nd 
tag or not!!!
We are already seeing enough predation in NE Wa in GMU 105 on whitetails.
We have way to many does. I will gladly harvest a doe if I am also allowed to harvest my buck.
we need more doe killed
We need to harvest many more does in Northeast Washington and it will only benefit the entire herd to do so.
we really need to look at a    earn a buck program....in areas with high convcentrations of whitetails which would allow the age of the bucks, especially in 
areas close to cities like spokane..increase while allowing the...meat hunter to help eliminate the excess of does....
We use that in Oregon quite effectively and in place of expected damage controls hunts during the winter.

West side hunters already find it difficult to travel to NE WA to hunt.  It is already unclear who can take advantage of a 2nd permit, and this would make it 
more confusing.  Why are whitetails more abundant in the NE? Lack of hunting pressure? Better management by not restricting harvest to large bucks?
Whatever it takes to thin the  herd. How about the old Thanksgiving late season for does?
When giving out anterless permits the hunter can only harvest a anterless deer. Also go to a permit system for all bucks. Let the biologists decide how 
many permits to allow for bucks. If the buck/doe ratio gets out of balance, then go to the 2nd deer anterless scenerio.
White tail deer herds are on the decline without the need for doe permits.
white-tail are spreading farther and farther west every year, we need to keep that in check.
White-tail deer are prolific and need to be heavily harvested. They seem to thrive under persecution.
White-tail populations in the area I live seem to be quite healthy.  I am though concerned about the buck to doe ratio, and the large number of bucks being 
harvested.  I like the fact that the late white-tail season went to a special permit for the Palouse.  I wouldn't be opposed the the first general season being 
two different special permits, one for antlerless and one for three point or better.
Why not make the seasons anterless with drawings for any buck.  We have way to many does and not enough bucks.
With the amount of whitetails in the northeast, it would be nice for hunters to be able to take an antlerless whitetail and still be able to hunt for antlered deer 
in the same year.  Being able to take two antlerless deer in the northeast is also something I agree with.
With the number of does being as high as it is in Eastern Washington, I would support general doe tags in certain GMU's such as Gmu #124.  So would the 
land owner whos land I unt on.
without loosing bonus points
Would prefer a Special hunt option that is Anterless only with no provision for a Buck. Could include area's of control on private property that work with 
landowners in specifiying GMU and specific property together.
would rather you incouraged more doe harvest by extending the youth age maybe to 21....i think that would help......i know once my kids turned 17 and 
were done with youth they would not think of wasting a permit on a doe tag...they want the big buck hunt.....this would give the kids a longer chance of 
taking a doe.........we should try to spread the wealth around rather than give 2 tags
WOW! so then 15-20% kill a buck and then a doe. Then we have a few bad winters and what happned with all the white-tails? Give the 2nd deer tags to 
youth or disabled hunters! Not the gen. hunters.
Wyoming did this, worked very well, till bad winter and spring kill. Herd is still recovering.
Wyoming was successful with this, if you want a lot of deer taken. Problem is, bad winter, spring after a good hunt will cause long term effects in herd.
Yep.  Big time!  Give the meat hunters some place to go so that the serious guys can work hard on getting a nice buck without 400 guys running through a 
good spot, spooking out everything in the country!
YES
Yes - but the anterless tags should be good during the general season and not dependent upon filling a general season tag first. If successful a permittee 
gets the tag at the beginning of the season and can fill it when ever as long as the season is open.
yes and issue a lot of them ,many of us are meat hunters who would gladly thin the heard and feed our families with the results, you could even make the 
tag that stipulates you must harvest you doe prior to your buck harvest (its been done for years in other states)
yes but decrease the number of of those permits
Yes but only in areas where you have excess numbers of anterless whitetail.

Yes I would support this idea--as there are many whitetails that do property damage, cause highway deaths, and need to be hunted, leaving bucks to 
mature to spread their genes to better the herds.  I feel this would help--you should hire me to manage herds--anyone could do better then game dept has---
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Yes if the point is to trim the heard it should be does only and on a managed basis.
Yes! And don't take the points away.
Yes, but don't make the second deer permits consume bonus points. Many hunters would resist applying for the permits because they wish to save their 
points for a quality buck tag.
Yes, but don't think you can also charge another license AND tag fee to "help you" manage the doe population.
Yes, but for ALL of Eastern Washington. Whitetail numbers need to be reduced,
Yes, especially where whitetails are becoming a problem and where they are conflicting with Mule deer winter range.
Yes, if you are trying to thin the does the better way of achieving this is by allowing people with doe tags to harvest them instead of making it the plan "b" of 
there hunting season.  Well if I dont shoot a buck then maybe i will go shoot a doe.  Give out the number of does you want harvested as second tags and 
they will probably get harvested instead of giving them out as back up plans for shooting bucks.  Or if you are really want some does taken in these 
counties look to other states DNR's for advise such as counties in Michigan where you cannot harvest a buck until you shoot a doe.
You are no doubt talking about rifle hunters. I could care less about them. or giving them more opertunities
you bet,it works,the buck should not be legal till the doe is tagged
You can factor the 15-20% in when setting permit levels.
you could make them second permit and make them earn the buck by first haveing to take a doe
You could try a "early doe only permit season" alot of hunters are strictly meat hunters, so later there would be less hunters in the woods when the serious 
dedicated people are out.
you should know your goals and if current method is achieving those goals
You should not take points away for these hunts, as has been changed in 2008. People would still like the opportunity to get drawn for a quality buck hunt. 
If this is truly a species management issue, don't limit the hunter by taking his/her points.
Your statement also implies that the harvest of bucks may increase by the "success" percentage for that area as those that shoot their does will continue to 
hunt for bucks.
You're the experts!
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Issue 3A-Colockum 1x1 Spike
Issue 3:
In recent history, the Colockum elk herd has consistently been below post-hunt population objectives for bulls. One aspect of this problem is 
low yearling bull survival. The post-hunt population objective for elk in Washington is 12 to 20 bulls per 100 cows. The Colockum herd has 
averaged less than 9 bulls per cow in recent years and is not meeting the bull:cow ratio objective. 
A high percentage of Colockum yearling bulls have antlers that branch and fork. By only allowing harvest of yearling bulls with a single antler 
point on both sides, we may be able to improve yearling survival and ultimately the post-hunt bull objectives. 
Other approaches to improving yearling bull survival might include more road closures or switching to a special permit only hunting season for 
bulls, including spikes, for the Colockum elk herd.
Should additional restrictions be added to improve yearling bull survival for the Colockum elk herd?
Do you support changing the legal bull description for the general season in the Colockum to 1x1 spike bulls only. Spike bulls with antlers that 
fork or branch would not be legal to kill for general season hunters.
1x1 should be 1xanything. It is sometimes to hard to verify spike on both sides
1X1 SPIKE BULLS ONLY NEEDS TO BE STATE WIDE
3 point or better would make a lot more sense. Also have two separate seasons: A short one for antlerless and one for 3 point or better bulls. I've believed 
for a long time that the spike only especially for muzzel loader is unreasonable.
3 Point or better.
3pt minimum for all hunters since theres 9 bull per cow  in the colockum herd you should get rid of cow tages
4 point minimum would be more effective. This would allow younger bulls a chance to reach maturity bringing the ratio of bulls and mature bulls up.
6 pt min. or anterless. Our 1x1 is back ward thinking. What is the success rate for our bull permits? I believe mature bulls are harder to get than spikes. I 
dont see the success rate climbing and it gives the hunter the "hope" of getting a bull. I believe the first year that a bull permit was offered to archery in 
colokum there was a very small % taken. A 5x5 can reproduce cant they? When I archery hunt in the colokum I see more branched antler bulls then spikes. 
Last year I only saw 2 spikes on the last day of my hunt but saw numerous mature bulls. In fact I have hunted in a lot of areas and see more branched 
antler bulls in the colokum area than any other.
a 1X2 YEARLING BULL IS TOO HARD TO SEE YOU WOULD BE INVITING AND CONTRIBUTING PEOPLE TO SHOOT ANIMALS AND FIND OUT 
THEY HAVE A FORK ON ONE SIDE
A better idea would be to stop the post season special hunts that kill so many elk by the advanced hunters and build a fence to keep the Elk out of the 
farmland or just buy up some of that land so the elk could find a place to winter.  I also think that way to much attention is being payed to the crybaby 
farmers who don't want the Elk on their land in the winter.  When I grew up in Ellensburg 60 years ago the Elk wintered in the valley without all the whining 
from the farmers.  They knew the Elk were there first and if they didn't want the Elk on the land they could farm elsewhere.
a special permit only hunting season for bulls, including spikes, for the Colockum elk herd.
After talking with Game Wardens and local ranchers and hunters and seeing this first hand, it seems the Tribal hunting, specifically the Yakama tribe is a 
major problem.  In a year(2005) where few bulls were killed by legal non-tribal hunters, they killed up to 40 bulls and nothing could be done.  It would be 
nice to work with the tribes to better manage this.  I personally witnessed "whole" elk coming off the refuge road and when talking to the hunters, they were 
native hunters from the Yakama tribe.  They took multiple bulls that year and many were 6x6 bulls and some up in the 380 B&C range.  It is too bad to 
watch this happen, just close the road up there, it would all go away.  If they can't drive the roads, very few big bulls will get killed.  I love this area and the 
chance to see HUGE bulls is there, make us ALL walk.  No keys to gates, no special priviledges.
again, rotate the spike and any bull every few years(3-4 years)
Again, the department might want to consider the possibility of a one-year closure for the Colockum elk area in the hope of allowing the herd to rest and 
rejuvernate.
All bull hunting in the state should be 3pt min
All of these options have merit, but another strong factor to be considered is the affect of Native American"hunters that have been killing and wasting many 
of the big bulls over the last several years. If you ignore this for being "not P.C." you aren't doing your job. It is a very real problem that any sportsman, 
biologist or game agent can verify.
all of Washington State needs to be 3 pt bull or better. Eastern Wa. hunting season should be moved back to the old Nov. dates to give hunters access to 
the migrating heards, and relive the tremendus pressure placed on the local heards that the Oct. dates have caused
Allow only bulls that have 5 points or better to be harvested. You'll see how quickly the quality of the herd inproves.
although I support this to a point why dont you set this season for bulls every two years and then do the spike only this way the bulls get a good start on 
recovery when the moutain blew the areas that stayed closed for those year were amazing when opened
And add special permits for branched antlerd bulls
And stop the shooting of branched antler animals by native americans.  This is the real problem.  If they are hunting for meat why not antlerless.  We have 
to limit ourselves more so they can do whatever they wish.
another opportunity may be to offer cow tags only for the next 4-5 years to help reduce the pressure on bull calves/yearling bulls.  I believe sportsmen would
be very supportive of efforts made to increase bull/cow ratios in areas that are below the acceptable threshold
antlerless or permit (any elk)
Archery is hard enough as it is.
As long as eye guards are not considered a point.
As long as native hunters do the same
Assuming you mean 9 bulls per 100 cows instead of 9 bulls per cow. Make limited cow special permits to increase ratios.
At what point will the wdfw address, or attempt to provide some detailed information about the level of predation from both cougars and wolves?
Be smart! Put a bounty on any grey wolves seen in the State of Washington. If you are serious about Washington State Elk then don't be like the other 
Western States. Don't let Grey Wolves get a foot hold in this State.
Better control of poaching and ant unneeded Indian killing is required as well. How about closing the season completely for that area?
better yet you guys set a limit on the number of spikes that you want to escape.give permits for spikes as you do for branch bulls.
but I dont believe your herd counts are accurate..
But, why offer cow permits to rifle hunters and not allow archery to harvest any, by permit or general season.
Change / increase number of cow tags, make cow permit holders only take cows, not cow or spikes.
change it to 2x2 or bigger
change the elk harvest in the colockum to 3 point min and let all the yearly bulls to make it past the season and see what your count is then
change to three point minimum
close all roads from calving season threw the first three days of general season then open limited roads.. so the elk can disperse threw more area instead 
of being traped in the reserve...
Close all roads through the reserve so that no hunt by anyone takes place.  Continued roomers of horn hunting within the reserve is not acceptable by 
anyone.  That is waste in ever culture and should be stopped by all cultures.
close bull season entirely EVER OTHER YEAR, until objective is EXCEEDED, then more opportunites by drawing for any bull.  This will help not only bull 
survival but will help breeding of the cows.  STOP ALL HUNTING DURING RUT TIME!!!!!!!!!!
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close bull tags for 2 years-see results before acting
Close more roads.  Make mature bull tags available on permit only basis.
close the clockum unit for 2 years to bull hunting. allow only permit antlerless hunts and then reasess.
CLOSE THE COLOCKUM FOR TWO YEARS. LET THE HERD REBUILED.
close the hunting in that area for one (1) year to see if over hunting is the problem
close the roads, do something about the number of brush pickers in these areas during hunting season, and the loggers who get caught using keys to enter 
walk in areas to do their hunting, claiming ot be checking on the logging, do something about the poching buy the illegals
close the roads,keep the tribes out,there are too many people that shoot first and count points later.maby a permit hunt is the way to go
Closures for all hunting should be put in place until the number of bulls come up to the 20 bulls per 100 cows. Hunting by permit should then be used to 
manage the herds till ratio holds.
COLORADO HAS A GREAT PROGRAM--  YOU SHOULD CHANGE TO A 4 POINT OR BETTER GENERL BULL HUNT THUS ALLOWING FOR A 
GREATER  SURVIAL RATE OF YOUNGER BULLS
COMMENT: What are the other reasons for the low yerling survival rate.
Consider going to a 3 or 4 point minimum.
Consider reducing the number of cows to meet ratio, perhaps increase number of cow permits or add a day to the cow season.
Consider replanting the wheat fields.  The 10 year CRP contract can be broken and the sooner it was done, the less penalty would be paid.  It would 
provide forage and more importantly a destination point to help keep elk off of private property.  Damage hunts have also depleted the bull numbers.
Control the Indian population of hunters.
Correct me if I am wrong, but isn't the spike antler restriction set to prevent yearling bulls from breeding the cows? I was told by state biologists that the 
spike antler restriction was intended to improve the breeding of cows. Cows that have been bred by younger bulls don't carry their calves to term and this 
results in a lower calf/cow ratio in the spring. How would increasing the survival of younger bulls help the herd? It sounds more like there needs to be more 
study as to what is effecting the overall herd numbers. Is there a need for more predetor hunting? Is there a need for more permits and less general season 
pressure? I am not sure this is the right move for this herd.
Could be difficult to identify depending on the angle.  Would opt for different option.
Cow tags only.
Cut the the season for bow and muzzel seasons down to 9 days and only give them one season.
DA----you have no yearlings because thats all you allow us to hunt. Road closures work well for the old hunters that have supported you for so many years 
by buying a license and now they can't get to where the elk are because of old legs.   Thank a load game department.
do a lot better job of controling predators in the Colockum
Do not allow bow hunting during the rut !!!!!
Do not close any more roads. You are really hurting the older and disabled people.
do something about the indians driving around and shooting the bulls, might help
Do we know hoe many Bulls the tribes are shooting?  Last year there was a rumor that in one weekend during last summer they shoot 24 bulls
Do whatever it takes to sustain the herd.
Do you know who is killing the yearling bulls? Hunters, native Indian tribes, cougars, bears, poachers ??????? If there are too many young bulls actually 
being harvested by hunters then I feel a sound management praactice would be to change from a general season to permit only in those areas. This will not 
be popular with hunters but I think permit only is the best way to regulate the number of animals harvested. However ths is not the best revenue producer 
nor the best way to win hunter support. Just depends on what the department is trying to do.
Do you not know of the Indian hunting problem up there? Our family has been camping on the same ridge for more than 40 years, about a mile above the 
game warden shack. The last few years a group of Indians has moved in there starting in late August or early September and they shoot everything that 
moves. We have not personally witnessed the shooting, but the evidence is very clear, mostly discarded legs of calves, mature elk and deer. We have seen 
in there camp mature bull elk antlers that were still in velvet. So, I would suggest closing the main roads into the  area except to anyone with hunting 
license. At the very least that would require the Indians to purchase a washington state hunting license to gain entry to the area. Also the game wardens up 
there DO know of the problem, but say they can't do anything about it. A little irony is that there never were elk in that area until the state of washington put 
them there, so why would we let the Indians kill so many elk and not have to be subject to the same rules and regulations as we are. Thanks you for 
dont close roads a lot of the time the kids just want to take a drive and look at the wild life.thanks
don't hunt there. the statement says nine bulls per cow that is far more bull then objective of 12 to 20 per 100 cows. I can guess that's 9 per 100 cows.
eastside sould be 3 point or better bulls only
EITHER CLOSE COLOCKUM ELK SEASON COMPLETELY, (FOR A FEW YEARS) OR USE  3-POINT, OR BETTER TYPE OF CONTROL.....!
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the bulls fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of 
and developed, not raped for the dollars of tags.
elk hunting in washington be draw only. no over the counter tags .
Find a way to work with the Yakama Nation to reduce or eliminate the number of bulls killed out of hunting season by tribal members and I think this would 
help the Colockum Elk herd greatly.
first you have to consider herd dynamics ,predation,and each user group impact . and then manage the group that has the largest impact first.there by 
reaching your goal that much faster.
Follow Montana's example and allow for the hunting of brow-tine bulls. The current management plan allows for a massive harvest of young bulls, allowing 
for mature bulls to breed. However, when the larger bulls begin to die of old age, depredation, and special permits, they quickly begin to dwindle in number, 
leaving the herd to the younger, inferior bulls.
For all seasons but archery. Why is the archery season closed for atlerless if only the bull numbers are low?

From my experience over the last 6 years hunting the Colockum unit, I have not seen a decline, but rather an increase in the amount of herds, spikes, 
cows, and large mature bulls. I beleive that it should be reconsidered to the amount of permits issued to the riffle hunters, and make the same amount 
allowed for Archery, which is two. In my opinion, we should support the decline of riffle permits, not because I am an archery hunter, but on the basis of 
disruption of the habbitat, by increased numbers of rifle hunters, and off road vehicles (motor cycles). My son is a rifle hunter, and will be hunting the same 
area I do, during the archery season, with my supervision. I strongly suggest we obtain more facts, and data before a decision is made. I would be willing to 
gather data in the feild for archery, and riffle, due to the fact of the intrest in my hunting, and my son's interest as he is beginning his hunting experiences.
GET THE INDIANS FROM YAKIMA TRIBE OUT OF THE COLOCKUM AREA. ALSO A COW SEASON BY SPECIAL PERMITS WOULD HELP.
Give a two year morratorium on bulls and increase cow permits to the muzzleload and archery hunters.
Give out special permit only
go buy permit hunt only
go to a 3 point or better_-- much better idea workd fine on deer-- build the herd up
go to draw only, open the bear and cougar hunting to hounds and most of the problem will solve its self
go with either or on the road closures or the special permit and I would rather see the special permit than the road closures.
GOOD AS WRITTEN TODAY
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Harvest more cows.  That will increase the bulls to cow ratio.  Also, get under control the native american impacts on this herd.  If you want to increase the 
young bull survival, drop modern rifle hunting opportunity, and increase muzzleload and archary hunting opportunity in those GMU's.
Has any one thought of going the three point or better as you have done on the West side? Seems to me that has worked well over there. You restrict us to 
spikes and the indian goes up and shoots all  the big bulls.  Is that right for us who spend our hard earned money for all our tags and anymore not  showing 
anything for it, other than a week of camping.

have been hunting the colockum elk for 31 years the same unit 328 we have went from seeing no big bulls in  the early years to know going out and seeing 
a lot of bigger bulls. there has to be a bigger problem the the hunting, we have not had a cow permit season there for a long time and yet the cows seem to 
be on a decline too. colockum is a big area maybe shutting down one area a year completely, for everyone, meaning know one, that maybe a way to go
Have you been in the clockum during modern firearm season, it is like a world war III firing zone...no spike bull is going to make it through opening weekend 
anyways...take a look on your website at the number of people that hunt the clockum area during rifle season...way too many...best solution would be to 
make the clockum (spike bull only, except for big bull permit holders) a special permitt only hunting area. Only allow about 80-90% of the regulars to hunt 
this area...if you dont know what im talking about, take a hike in the Nanum or the Coleman opening weekend of elk modern firearm season and you will 
hear why at least 90% of the spike bulls are slaughtered...I am all for hunting but we need to find a way to spread some of the people out, or only allow cow 
elk permit holders to harvest a cow, not a spike....
have you considered taking the preasure off the bulls all together and just having permit cow hunts?
Herd management is crutial
Herd management is just that, qualified biologists making educated decisions that are not necessarily permanent, but in the best interest of the herd. 
Hunters should see this as potential for herd growth, not as a permanent closure.
Herds with cow/bull ratio problems should be managed using the draw/permit system.
Here's the problem.  If you're killing 80% of the yearling bulls by making it spike only, it's no wonder you can't get your bull numbers up.  There's only a 
couple yearlings to go on to adult hood and what's the odds of them being killed by preditors, winters, or a branched antlered bull permit.  If you ask me, I 
think you should leave the season open, just make it 4 point or better.  Sounds like there isn't many big bulls but maybe if you were allowing 100% of the 
spikes a chance at getting older, your bull numbers would come up.  I saw this problem coming when they switched it to spike only.  There's no way in hell 
it was going to work.  You can't kill all your seed and expect to have a crop in years to come.
Hold anterless only by permit only hunts until the bull base is built up. Then decside what horn count you want. If you take 1x1's you will reach a point where 
there is a gap in the heard balance.
Hot tip: keep the Yakamas out of the Colockum during the rut, and keep that one Yakama camp from killing upwards to 20 mature bulls per year.  That's a 
start.  Until then, you're pissing in the wind.
how about all rifle hunters must draw a special tag to hunt elk at all in this area.  I have hunted this area before and there is way too many people to even 
have fun.  I was talk into going hunting with a buddy several years ago and I left after fist morning too many people.
How about any bull permit season only for about three years.  Provide more cow permits. This should correct the ratio.
How about on "odd years" , spikes only and on "even years" 3 point or better only
how about shutting down the hunt until populations  can support a sustained hunt?
Howerver I would state that only one antler need be a single spike.  I beleive that there will be times when a young bull with a spike on one side and a 
branched antler on the other side may be harvested and left. Due to the fact that only one antler was studied before the shot. There is no reason to let the 
animal go to waste because some one is afraid of reprisal.

However I cannot understand why we don't have alternating between spike only and branched only on alternating years, hown can you have spike survival 
when you limit them to the targets. Also I have hunted and observed the area for 50 years and note there is much more poaching by hispanics, much of 
which I have witnessed, in the last few years. How can you regulate a herd you allow to be slaughtered by poachers at an alareming rate. Closing roads is 
not the answer, stop the poaching and allow some spikes to survive. Also stop the clearcutting of the Naneum ridge so the elk have somewhere to hide.
Hunt every other year or every 4 years
hunting should be by special permit only if bull to cow ratios are down. Also get rid of the damn wolves and cats.
Hunting spike bull elk in open country with most roads being open is an opportunity to decrease the overall bull to cow ratio(especially when it comes to 
general season modern firearm elk season). the state should implement 3 or 4 point minimum to all gmu's for elk hunting in the state. the state should also 
look at not allowing cattle or tame sheep to graze on dnr or state land that is habitat for sheep, elk, or mule deer. cattle are allowed to graze on much of the 
migratory elk and deer habitat leaving very little for the wild animals when winter gets harshest.
I agree with this concept, but not with what would actually happen out in the field.  What this would ultimately cause, is more dead animals left in the field 
and a DFW enforcement nightmare.
I also suggest if the herd is in the shape that is mention above then cut hunting out completely for several years and let the herd grow and bulls develope.  
Maybe if the cows are plentiful then have a special hunting season it that area for cows only.
I also support more road closures. Most hunters will not go very far to hunt spikes.
I also think that that area would greatly benefit of road closures. It is really open up there and too easy for people to get around in there rigs.
I am all in favor of getting populations up to where they need to be.  With the hope of someday having the law changed again once the population is where 
it needs to be.
I am not convinced that would make much of a difference.
I am not familiar with elk in this area.  If this option were used there should also be a limited special permit opportunity for mature (3 point or better)
I believe a more restrictive road closure program and why not a 3 point or better for say the next 3 year period?
I believe if there is a 1x1 restriction that there will be animals killed, then wasted due to a point that was not seen prior to shooting, thus not helping the ratio 
at all, but wasting instead.    I think it's not only a problem with Elk, but with deer also, and I think it's a travesty when an animal is killed and left to rot 
because of some ridiculous restriction.    Personally, I do not like the antler restriction, and have let many animals go due to the restriction, and I feel that 
the cost of permits, tags and licenses should afford an animal to the hunter who has paid for these, which with your restrictions, is not the case in a lot of 
situations, to the point of some hunters simply not hunting anymore.      While the loss of dues from "would be" hunters may not be felt as of yet, I think due 
to the rising cost of everything, including, but not limited to the cost of fuel to get to a hunting area, that the wildlife and managment thereof will become a 
thing of the past.    So, in effect, more restrictions on hunting is NOT a good thing, because I think it will have a huge financial affect on the monies needed 
I believe it takes a combination of harvest and habitat management to achieve the herd objectives.  I am in favor of trying something different, including 
working with land owners to institute some additional road restrictions during elk season.
I believe poachers and predators are the problem-not legal hunters.
I believe that changing the modern firearm resitrictions is key. Restricting how many can hunt, or what they can hunt is one way. But especially in areas of 
concern, if modern firearms were restricted to say...iron sights or more primative weapons like mussleloaders, the number of hunters would not be limited, 
but the success rate would decline. Especially for those who are only good shooters, not good hunters. If you made hunting,....hunting again instead of 
shooting, I feel our herds would improve. You could however, make provisions for handicap hunters to use optics.
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i believe that stopping tribal hunters from killing any elk would help the process. one member kills over ten bulls a year that is depleting the herd. however 
for archery spike bull and antlerless general seasons would be beneficial. It is already very hard to harvest an elk using archery equipment please consider 
spike buu and antlerless or any bull like it used to be.
I believe the 12/100 ratio is somewhat lofty and should be more along the lines with ID., MT & WY. goal of 10/100 ratio.  In addition, Washington needs to 
offer "a few" special permits or raffles for trophy opportunity, such as Idaho's "super tag" where a guy can hunt for a big buck/bull during the rut.  The 
Clockum herd would benefit from such a management tool.
I can see this going both ways for the elk herd.  The state would be giving the mature bulls to cerate a future for the herd, by sacrificing the young in the 
herd.  How would shortening the hunting season in this area work and for longer seasons have it be a special permit hunt.
I can't comment as I don't know the herd or the area
I disagree with the whole spike concept....make it a 4pt or better unit....This solves the problem...
I do agree there is a problem but don't punish the hunters for what the Indians are doing. It is a very sad situation and I feel road closures may be the way 
to control them. But!! Roads would also have to be closed to them. If they can'nt ride there four wheelers they will not go!! Also dont hide the problem by 
asking a general survey of people that do not know the situation I am up there almost every weekend.
I do not agre with this For the last few years i have personaly been in hundreds of elk in Nanum basin and the bull to cow ratio is very strong. If anything I 
feel that there should be an archery that is other than spike bull only. You have to drawe a permit if you are lucky to just hunt a branched bull. I am not sure 
who does your bull to cow ratio but they are off.
I do not agree with the "spike only" restrictions. Close more roads would be the best approach. Mke people "earn" there elk.
I do not hunt this unit.  I believe this is a spike only area with branched bull harvest by permit.  The 3 point antler restriction in SW Washington is providing 
the 12 to 20 bulls to 100 cows ratio you are looking for!  May want to consider this as a option.
I do not support any attempt by the WDFW to control or increase any animal because you have no idea if it will be successful and I quote,"...we may be 
able to improve yearling survival..."  "may" being the operative word.  If your agency would simply leave the animals alone nature will take of that which it 
needs to.

I do not support this idea at all.  The Clockum would be an ideal area to promote big rack hunting.  I am in favor of going to a drawing system for any bull.  
I.e. only allowing x amount of bull to be taken.  Then give ample time for the person to harvest their animals.  I know that the department wants to control 
every thing but, if you are serious about wanting x amount of animals killed then open the season for all weapons from Sept to Dec so the person who has a 
tag can actually harvest an animal.  Further if you are drawn for a tag you will not be elligible for the next two years.  Give the next guy a chance.
I do not understand this question. I thought that only 1 x 1 bulls could be harvested. And that only a very small quantity of branched antlered permits were 
available. So, the above bold-typed question appears to be absolutely rediculous, making no sense what-so-ever. Is this a joke?
I dont believe in road closures.How ever a special permit bull season sounds good as long as enuff permits are given out.And it only lasts three years or 
until bull,cow population is as neaded.
i don't hunt elk in the colockum, and don't have that much knowledge about the unit, so i will not comment.
I don't hunt Elk.
I don't hunt the Colokum herd but don't forget to factor in predators as a huge mortality factor especially on elk less than one year old.  IF YOU DON'T GET 
THEM THROUGH THEIR FIRST YEAR, YOU   YOU CAN'T GET THEM TO THROUGH THEIR SECOND YEAR.  The calf tagging studies in the Tacoma   
Watershed showed that they were getting 0 to 1 calf to it's first birthday out of 25 to 30 calves tagged.  Black bear and cougar were the biggest calf killers.  
After the bear and cougar numbers were reduced  the calf survival went up and the herd reversed it's decline.
i dont hunt this area but have hunted the yakima herd and hunted back before the spike only there. thats not hunting. i dont know the total effect on the herd 
but i think the 3 point restriction would be better. A chance for a wall hanger . Big Bull  permits i never known anyone i hunt with to draw one. and we have 
been applying from the start of that spike only rule.
I don't know a lot about this herd, but this has been good in the Blue Mountains and may help.  Also provides special permits for big bulls if numbers 
improve.
I don't know about other hunters but taking a cow or spike bull gets really old fast. I am in favor of anything that will increase the bigger bull population.
I dont know enough about this area to go one way or the other but I think many other areas in that region already have that provision so there should be a 
general season opportunity for branch antlered bulls somewhere in the region
i dont see how this would help in yearling bull survival
i don't support the taking of spike bulls.

I don't support this only because I don't want to see differing "spike elk" definitions. It would lead to confusion and the regulations are cumbersome enough.
I dont think its a bad idea, but ive seen quite a few spikes with small splits or baby brow tines that make me think you folks really need to write the 
description really well if you do choose this route.
I don't understand how you think bulls can get to breeding size by killing off the young bulls look at how the western herds have increased since you 
implemented 3 pt minimum wake up people
I feel that there would be several bulls killed mistakingly if this changed because most of the time hunters do not have the clear view of both antlers. Yes 
hunters should know their target before shooting but you know as well as I do several do not.There for leaveing wonded or dead elk.
I feel that you should be able to harvest bulls that branch belowe the ear or that have six on one side and one on the other, my reasoning is that you don't 
want those bulls breading during the rut,
i find it hard to believe when all is said and done more people in the washington survey said we would like to be able to shoot more just spikes that is great 
like the rest of the states in the west with elk that have strickly spike hunts for the state.  Where they probably said why can't our state be run like idaho 
instead of by people in olympia and seattle who haven't seen an elk before.
I have been hunting this area for 20+ years and the changes that have occured since the switch to spike only have drastically reduced the number of bulls I 
have seen.  In years prior to the spike only restriction it was not uncommon to see many bulls.  I much sooner support a 3 point or better restriction to 
protect the yearling animals.
I have been on the Clockum during rifle season and seen the massacre and the shooting at 800 yds and up. I think a special permit or 1x1 for rifle season 
would be a good idea. Archery and muzzle loader obviously don't have the range of a rifle, so I think it is good as is for them.
I have camped and hunted this area for about 15 years. In Archery we have to be with in a close range to beable to tag an elk. To even be close to one is 
almost imposible. I believe in saving the herd and letting them grow but all the restrictions there we end up never seeing a shootable elk. I can understand 
the restriction on rifle and muzzle, they have so much better of a chance you make a kill, but it really hurts us. I also believe that cows should be open for 
this area too.
I have hunted in the naneum creek area and access is already pretty limited, but a lot of hunters find their way in and kill most of the spikes.
I have hunted this area and if you want to really do some thing about it then shut it down and go permit only. But guarantee it this time in writing it is 
temporary. not like 93 when you said we be hunting spikes for 3 years. Hey its 15 years later. I with a lot of other long time hunters feel screwd by that deal. 
Not cause we are hunting spikes. But because you Lied to us. Please dont do it again. We trust you to manage properly.
I have hunted this area for over twenty years.  I have noticed the decline to have coincided with the Yakama Indians increased hunting pressure on mature 
bulls.  They need to be restricted just like the rest of us in this area.  Other wise just turn it loose and let it go like it used to be.
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I have lived and hunted in the Willapa Area all my life, and only since we went to Three point or better has getting a nice bull been at its best. Deer hunting 
shoud be Three point or better as well. I am 59 years old and started hunting hunting with a bow when i was 22 years old.
I have seen several dozen that were killed but not any with a branch. So I think the permit only Idea would be great but what would that do to the Yakima 
herd with the change of the hunter population????
I have seen some spikes with barely legal forks.  I think you would get those type of bulls being shot accidently and left behind.
I have the following comments:   Spike only restrictions are designed to target 1 1/2 year old bulls, right?   Well, the vast majority of bulls with two points on 
either one or both sides are still 1 1/2 year old bulls. Why make it confusing for people?  You know that there are bulls shot and left every year that have a 
tiny fork on one side that was almost impossible to see from a distance.    Here's my suggestion:   Do what Montana does. In areas where the state wants 
to target 1 1/2 year old bulls, place a brow tined restriction in the regs. Brow tined bulls are off limits unless you have a special permit. Much easier to 
identify. Very few 1 1/2 year old bulls have brow tines.
I hunt the Colockum herd and it is difficult to find a bull with a spike.  I hunt the entire season and in the last five seasons I have seen three spike bulls.  In 
two of the three spile bulls I saw it was not easy to see both antlers.  I think this resistriction would lead to more hunter mistakes.
I hunt the Goat Rocks Wilderness. When that was changed to spike only for the one year I quit and hunted elsewhere. The next year it when to three point 
or better and we went back. I think the three point or better is much better than spike only.
i like road closures year round, 6point or better
I like the limited access idea and also make it a permit only for modern firearms and muzzleloaders. I see alot of muzzle loaders every year, while archery 
hunting, hunting out of their areas and when confronted they say they are bear hunting. It seems that we can easily control this by restricting what game 
can be hunted and when. These overlaps make it hard to enforce I'm sure. Also I'm OK with having Cow only seasons during archery. I would like to see 
more any Bull permits offered for archers though.
i live in dayton washington and spike only with bull permits is the best thing that ever happened to  the elk in the blue mountains
I see wasted game happening.
i support it for as long as is needed to obtain the targeted bull to cow ratio.
I support more road closures and a special permits for bulls.
I support road closures.  ATV 'hunters' are killing a lot of elk right off their atv's. They brag about it in restaurants, etc.  You can tell where they go by the 
trail of beer cans.  Even old guys like me can walk roads for long distances.  Elk are used to the atv's and stand there while the rider shoots them....
i support specail permit only for bulls. this is the only sure way to meet bull to cow rati.
I support the change, as long as its changed back when objectives are met.
I support the state of washington to go complete 1x1 elk and get rid of permits all together.
I support this for modern firearms, however I would like to see road closures as well.  Lazy hunters ruin the hunt for everyone else.
I support this provision, but an exception should be made for archery hunters because of the increased difficulty in getting close to elk.
I support this, but I also think that increased opportunities to harvest cows must be realized to  balance the ratio of bulls to cows more quickly.  There are a 
lot of "meat hunters" out there!
I support this,but put a time limit on it(say 3-5 years),and return to 3 points or better for 3 years,and then back to 1x1 for 3 years.
I suspect cougars are killing the calves. Thin out the cougars then followup  with an inventory and reassessment.
I think a three point minimum would help more than anything in the spike only areas.I think that we have learned that a spike only restriction has not helped 
at all.If we want a higher bull ratio I think we should try a new restriction.
I think It should be 3 point or better in all units. If we harvest all of the spike bulls, then how are we getting branched bulls? Since we have had to hunt spike 
only, I have noticed a huge drop in branched antler bulls.
I think it should be open to hunt Spikes Bulls and antlerless with a special permit for large bulls with a 3 point minimun.
I think it would be best to only have a Archery Cow tag, and a 1X1 for Rifle
I think more road closures would be an effective way to thin out hunters in that area and would also help the overall health of the areas eco-system. Road 
closures coupled with spike only + special permits  for mature bulls would help improve the yearling survival rate and give the more serious hunters a 
chance to take a mature bull (4 points and up).
I think that all the areas that hold quality Elk Hunting Herds should be managed by PERMIT ONLY.  NO General seasons for any Hunting Group.  If 
surveyed, I bet you would find that most hunters would prefer to hunt Elk once every 2 to 3 years with good quality, than to hunt every year with less than 
desirable hunting opportunites.
i think that it is fine the way it is, only that for the archery guys i dont see why its not spike or antlerless. if not that, why not a few special tags for antlerless 
only 2 tags for any bull? i just started accumulating my points this year. one of my first choice colockum bull tag. i see myself "mabey" drawing that in 15 
years or so. also i dont agree that the natives get to go and have full rummage of the place when the herd is at a low. i would just like to see it for archery in 
the colockum a little better choices then what it is now.
I think that our Congressmen should NOT allow hunting on the elk reserve even if you are of Native American decent. I want the game department to 
publish to the public, who is paying the money for elk tags and hunting licenses, a report when these hunts are allowed and then seen how many people 
hunt at the Colockum. How many big bulls where taken last season before the general?
I think that the antler restiction should rotate from spike bull one year to two point to five the next . leaving the premium tags to five piont or better .
I think the other issue your up against in the colockum is the tribal activity.  All though it's generally not made public it is well known the impact the tribe has 
on that herd with there camp that starts up in august and stays put harvesting mature bulls for cermonial purposes for weeks at a time.  I think that making 
access harder and closing more roads is great in this situation as is good practice for all walks of wildlife game species and non.
I think the time may have come that the number of hunters should be limited to permit only.  Either that or limit the technology available...no scoped rifles 
during modern firearm season, no ATVs period, no in-line muzzleloaders or sabots during muzzleloader season, and no compound bows during archery 
season.  In effect, limit the hunters or limit their tools.
I think this does more harm than good.  Some Hunters don't identify the antlers well enough and end up shooting the wrong bulls. Antler restrictions should 
be 3 point or better.
I think trying the 1x1 spike harvest is worthwhile.  If this doesn't seem to be helping, go to a spike permit only system.
I think you need to address why a yearling bull forks; only two reasons, good browse nutrition or hormone levels driven by greater number of cows.  I say 
make the restriction for more points for and adult bull take, leave the little ones to grow. 3X2 or better.  Deer are just like people an 18 year old boy can 
service more women than a 54 year old male.  Take out more cows and the bigger older bulls.
I understand the Yakima Indian treaty allows them to take animals in the Colokum area.  What I have a problem with is they concentrate heavily on the big 
bulls due to the sale of the horns & meat.  How about having them take a percentage of their animals as cows.  That will certainly increase the bull ratio.  
Seeing them kill so many big bulls and no cows at all seems to take the opprotunity of hunting a big bull away from non-indian hunters.  It is to hard to see 
both sides so it would set the hunters up for tickets & problems with game wardens.
I would allow more cow elk to be taken during the gerenal firearms season with special permits. Since you only allow spikes to be shot during the general 
rifle season you have caused the low bull to cow numbers. You are not allowing the number of cows to be thinned down to a reasonable number.
I would like to see 2 pt. bulls treated the same as spikes. It's only by a genetic quirk that they have a fork instead of a spike. If you have problems with the 
bull / cow ratio either close roads if possible or close bull seasons
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I would not support this because from a practical standpoint as a hunter it is sometimes very difficult to determine if one antler is a spike.  Have you 
considered making this a 3 point or better hunt.  I have hunted in the clockum for 20+ years and it seems to me that there are far fewer elk now.  I would 
support some alternative including one that would restrict the native americans from harvesting mature bulls out of season or during season without having 
to adhere to the same permitting process as everyone else.
I would rather see a single year in which permit only spike hunting were allowed than restrict to 1x1 mainly due to the hazard of having hunters kill a 1x2 by 
accident and face fines or walk off.
I would support a 2 point or better for this herd.  The only way to improve the yearling survival rates is to take them off the radar.  I think a 2-3 year 
moritoriam is all that is needed to bring the herd up to the normal ratio.
I would support a special permit only hunt in the colockum as I gave up this hunt due to too many hunters and what seemed to be an unsafe situation. I do 
think that the archery hunt needs to be expanded as I don't think the bow hunter are as successful as the general tag holders and they seem to be more 
responsable and serious hunters.
I would support a three point or better restriction.  That would let the bulls grow up.
I would support for a test period
I would support if there is branch antler bull oppertunity in a few years when the bull population comes back. Probabally a permit hunt?
I would support the legal bull description change and possibly a special permit hunt but typicall do not support more road closures.
I would support this if it included ALL ELK TAGS for Colockum area, including Indians. As I Understand it, there were aprox 50 some Big Bull Elk taken 
from Colockum & surrounding area by Indans Tags. I feel that to protect the Elk Herds, we need to have everyone including-no EXCEPTIONS
i would support this if the STATE would also look at decreasing the predator populations( cougars,bears)  we need to open up the bear baiting season  
(very effective) bear, cougar hound season and keep pressure on these predators...quit listening to the groups who do not purchase hunting and fishing 
licenses and listen to the people who spend time in the woods
I would think it would be more effective to just close the elk season in the colockum until the herd was up to the population objectives.
Ienforce the green dot roads that you have now. Dont make new laws becouse you wont ienforce your old ones.
If a 3 point minimum for deer is suppose to help increase the number of post season older deer why does elk demand a spike only requirement.  I may be 
missing something here but you have opposite laws for deer and elk and neither seem to work.  Does going back to open season for any bull or buck deer 
would stablize the herds for more even distribution of older and younger bulls and deer?
If archery cow hunts returned to the Naneum unit #328 and the area was closed to grazing cattle the elk might do better since it seems to be more of a cow 
and calf raito problem than what kind of horns the spikes are growing. I have camped and hunted elk in the area and have seen the largest summer bull 
herds than anywere!!
If it has a spike on one side and a 5 on the other it should count. With the elk season's and deer I know so many people that are getting tired of hunting in 
this state because the guidelines are so harsh and are going to Idaho and Montana.
if so, you will probalby end up with another Blue Mountain issue.  Lots of old age bulls dying off of old age, and a recruitment too small to measure.  
Especially with the lack of ability to harvest predators effectively.
If the bull to cow ratio is being affected by the harvesting of young bull, there should be no hunting of this herd allowed until the population has reached or 
exceeded the population objectives.  If this heard must be hunted, allow a few special hunt permits for larger bulls only allowing younger bulls to gain some 
maturity.
if the herd is in that bad of shape then we need to halt hunting in that unit and let the herd build up. and we need to stop the Indians from hunting in units 
that are at risk! The Indians have plenty of game on their lands that we cant touch and they wont hunt!
IF THE HERD IS IN THAT MUCH TROUBLE THEN POSSIBLY DO A 1-2 YEAR CLOSURE TO BULLS AT ALL.  OR ISSUE COW TAGS TO BALANCE IT 
OUT ON THEN SIDE AS WELL.  IF YOU ALLOW SPIKE HUNTING--REQUIRE IT ON 1 SIDE ONLY.  TO MANY MISTAKES CAN HAPPEN 
OTHERWISE.
If the need for bigger bulls is the objective change to a spike only and draw for big bulls.  Otherwise leave it the way it is.
If the ratio is off consistently, then reduce the number of cows with a limited number of cow permits only, for two years and sell them over the counter. If the 
census supports a bull season then open it for bulls the third year.
If the State were TRULY concerned for the post-hunt survival of bull elk in the Colockum herd, then they would get a spine and shut down the mass-
slaughter of branch-antlered bulls by "native Americans".  I have personally witnessed the waste of no less than 13 very large bulls whose carcasses were 
left on the ground while the Indians hauled off just the heads and antlers.  Sovereign nation and political sensitivity my ass...Stop pussy-footing around the 
issue.  You folks need to put a stop to this!!!
If there are issues go to an all permit hunting season for a few years or refocus the pressure on 4x4 or larger elk, allowing the younger generations to 
mature.
If there is scientific evidence that supports a 1X1 bull is a yearling then yes. If there is not sufficient evidence that supports 1X+ spikes are not yearlings, 
then no.
If this pollicy were put into place, it may very well accomplish it's objective.  The problem is that once it is in place, it will be very hard to remove.  An 
example being the teanaway herd, which is spike only.  The spike only regulation was supposed to be a temporary measure to ensure bull survival, but it 
seems to have become a permanent regulation.  there is a level of mistrust, and tentativeness that accompanies a hunter's expectations not being met, or 
what they perceive as promises not being kept.  It is going to be hard to convince hunters that limiting their current rights is good for their future.
If yearling bulls have a low survival rate why would you want to continue the 1X1 antler restriction. Increase the antler restriction to 3 points min. The spike 
antler restriction for the Yakima herd has done nothing for the mature bull survival rate and has only decreased the survival rate of yearlings.
If you are at only 50-75% of your target objective, then you should discontinue the general bull season.  Simply issue "any Bull" special permits -- or a mix 
of "any bull" and "spike bull" permits -- designed to increase your bull survival rate -- especially mature bulls -- to the desired level.
If you are having trouble with low yearling buck survival, does it really make sense to hunt the yearling and spike only? Leave the yearlins alone and 
perhaps hunt 2 to 4 point only.
If you continue to make it harder and harder to hunt elk, you might as well just take away our hunting rights altogether. It's almost impossible to find a legal 
spike bull as it is now!
If you go to permit only, you will put more pressure on the Yakima herd, because more hunters will hunt the Yakima units.
If you want to get the numbers up then take the right steps to kill the bears and cougers.
If you want to increase your larger bulls I think you need to harvest more cows for a few years & limit bull tags.
If you want young bull ratio to rise why limit archery hunters to spike only. Archery hunters don't take many elk anyway but now all they can take is a young 
bull. I personaly stopped hunting in the colockum after a ten years when the cow ristriction went in place.
im not quit sure what you are suggesting, because the colockum is spike only.unless you draw a any bull permit.which is only a hand full. something in the 
colockum that should be addressed is cougars & poachers. the colockum is surrounded by high population.
Implement a three point minimum antler restriction for all hunters including tribal members  Consider closing hunting for several years to increase bull to 
cow ratios, for all user groups and races  Restrict harvest to permit holders only  Allow cougar hunting with hounds to reduce predation
Impose 1x1 restrictions on rifle only.
Improve the herd! What ever it takes.
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In areas where the elk harvest is directed towards 1X1 spike bulls, bulls that are 2X2 are illegal. This makes no sense because 99% of the 2X2's are 1 1/2 
year old bulls which is the age group that you are targeting for harvest. Spike bulls with a small fork on each side are sometimes very difficult to identify as 
such and I am sure that there are some that are mistakenly shot and left. I suggest doing what Montana does. Change the legal harvest description to "bulls 
without brow tines". It will be less confusing and the illegal bulls will be much easier to identify. 99% of 1 1/2 year old bulls do not have brow tines.
In general, I think it would be better to have the law say 5X5 or better.  This promotes both the hunter and WDFW objectives.
In my veiw the 3 point minimum for deer made the heard stronger.  I have never understood why the state decided to go to spike only for elk.  Seems to me 
in biblical times when you wanted to conduct genicide you killed the first born male of the race you were trying to eliminate.  Are we not on the same path 
with the elk population?    If the spike only has had any effect for the good it is due to the lack of hunters in the area.  Not many people want to go to the 
expence of hunting the animal without being able to harvest a mature bull and the oportunity for a trophy.  In these cases I know many who have opted to 
go to other states where there is a better chance to harvest a trophy bull.
In Pacific County, having the 3 point minimum has dramatically helped elk populations, and feel that spike only only led to cows and calves getting in the 
line of fire during this type of hunt.  Very rarely have I seen a "revert" elk which requires that his gene be removed from the population.
Indians and the rest of the world should all receive their tags in the same pool. There should be no 2nd class citizens. Meaning everyone but Indian is 2nd 
class.
It all comes back to the fence again you need to regulate everybody not just us. You need to regulate the natives as well to make it work. If you don't it will 
fail.
It has not worked.  Shooting the already porr survival, immature bulls is a terrible failure.  Mature bulls are far more intent on staying alive and thus more 
difficult to harvest.  Young bulls tend to stay near the cows which makee them eaier to locate and harvest.  This is a real sore point with me!
It is difficult to count antlers on one side - expecting a hunter to count both antlers for an animal in the woods is only going to result in more accidental 
violations. If we keep taking all the yearlings where do the mature bulls come from?
It is fine as it is. What is needed, is more enforcement of the current law and road restrictions. I have camped up at the Clockum often and this year I have 
seen a very large bull to cow ratio....perhaps there is alot of poaching that occurs in the area.
It is hard enough to determine whether or not one antler is legal or not before you shoot you will be setting the herd up for a lot more bulls that are shot and 
left after they are determined they are not a spike on both sides.  I see this happen too often already with the spik3e only rule.  one way to get your Bull to 
cow ratio in check would be to offer cow permits and remove some of the cows from the herd.  that is a large herd that could withstand some cow removal.  
another thing to consider with that herd is that elk don't live for ever and the older mature bulls are going to die off from old age and go to waste rather than 
giving a paying sportsman an opportunity of a life time to take a branched antler bull.  it is obvious by the number of applicants for the clockum bull permits 
that the number of big bulls are plentiful and that is why so many hunters apply for this permit.
It is hard enough to see 1 side in thick forest let alone 2
It seems like the evidence in the Clockum herd points out that the potential quality of those bulls is not being expressed due to the fact that they are being 
harvested at a young age. It also seems to be more evidence pointing to the fact that number of points is a poor indicator of maturity.
It seems to me if you don't hunt the young bulls and harvest more larger bulls the cows would be split up by the younger bulls and we would eventually end 
up with a larger herd and more bulls.
it should be 3 point or better
it should be changed to ig bull only such as a 4x4 or 5x5 only to give the yearlings and younger bulls a greater chance to grow
It would be good with a spike on both sides only. (But close more roads and open modern firearm season later like mid November.
It's about time you define a yearling as a 1x1 so that you increase escapement and allow the healthier animals with possibly better genetics to survive.  I've 
been nagging at you for 12 years to define a yearling as 1x1.
It's difficult enough to make sure you are shooting a legal spike, let alone changing the ruling to a "true" spike. This will not help survival rates of the young 
bulls, only produce more accidental kills (hunter thinking it's a legal spike, then walking up to it and finding a kicker on one side).
ITS HARD ENOUGH TO FIND A SPIKE IN A HERD THAT YOU CAN LEGALLY SHOOT, IF YOU ELIMINATE SPIKES THAT HAVE AN ANTLER THAT 
FORKS OR BRANCHES THAN YOU OPEN UP THE OPPURTUNITY FOR MORE PEOPLE TO MAKE MISTAKES, OR POACH, NOT TOO MENTION 
DRIVE HUNTERS OUT OF AREAS THAT THEY HAVE TRADITIONALLY HUNTED FOR YEARS.  IF YOU WANT TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF 
BULLS, STOP THE INDIANS FROM SLAUGHTERING THEM FOR ANTLERS.
It's not going to make a differance as long as Indian tribes can go shoot Bulls whenever and wherever they want to, So why should I be penalized.
I've always wondered why there were different rules depending on the side of the mountains hunted. If the spike only restriction in Yakima has helped the 
Yakima herd, would it not help the Colockum herd? If it has more to do with trial and error, I am for whichever option better insures my ability to hunt at an 
old age.
I've argued with WDFW for 12 years that a "spike" must be defined as a 1x1.  Glad to see you are finally seeing the light!  I'd like to see the 1x2, 1x3, 2x3 
yearling bulls survive.
Just close elk hunting for a couple of seasons in the Clockum and let the herd grow.
Just close it down for one hunting season to everyone.
Just issue more cow tags, no bull tags at all for a year
KEEP INDIANS FROM HUNTING ALL YEAR LONG
Keep it branch antler, 3 point min.  This in my opinion has helped the harvest in the Coweeman unit.
keep it simple.should not need a law degree to hunt here.
Keep the Indians out of the area so they are not just shooting the mature bulls up by the Game reserve
KEEPING THE INDIANS FROM SLAUGHTERING THEM WHEN THEY COME OUT OF THE FEED STATION WOULD PROBABLY BE A BETTER IDEA. 
IT SHOULD BE BE A CRIME, YET NOTHING IS BEING DONE ABOUT IT. WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO ABOUT IT.
Let people shoot a cow instead. The ratio immediately comes down! Permit the bulls if you must, and open up the cow hunting. Herd management 
simplified!
Let s be honest for a minute.  Spike only hunting has been pretty much a failure on the Colockum.  ALL the general season hunting pressure is on the 
spikes and then you wonder why not enough spikes survive?  You have got to be kidding me!    I propose either a return to any bull hunting to spread the 
harvest out over the entire bull age spectrum, or a 3-point or better bull harvest.  At least with a 3-point harvest you would have ALL the spikes surviving to 
become a minimum of 2.5 years old by their third fall.  2.5 year old bulls can take care of all the breeding needs.  Plus, some of these 2.5 year old bulls 
would survive hunting season and become even bigger bulls.  Here's another thought.  The vast majority of elk killed on the Colockum are killed with high 
powered, scoped, repeating rifles.  Kill shots out to 300 plus yards are fairly easy with such weapons.  WHAT IF you had a two week archery season for any 
elk and a 2 week muzzle loader season for any bull along with cow permits as needed and just eliminate rifle hunting?  The rifle guys could easily switch to 
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Let s be honest for a minute.  Spike only hunting is a huge failure on the Colockum!  Branched bull permits have plummeted.   All of your general seasons 
target spike only and then you wonder why not enough spikes survive the hunting seasons?  (You have got to be kidding me if you don't see that.)  Harvest 
statistics show that by far and away rifle hunters kill the majority of the elk.  I propose eliminating the high powered, scoped rifle season.  A scoped rifle 
makes 300 yard shots easy.  If you want more bull escapement and avoid a permit only season, go with a 2 week archery season for any elk and a 2 week 
season for any bull with muzzle loaders.  Any additional cow harvest could be put out as muzzle loader permits.  This way the public can all hunt for big 
bulls, there would be a lot more bull escapement from year to year, the harvest would be  spread out throughout the entire age structure and hunters would 
tend to see more animals from year to year.  Sounds like a quality hunt to me!  Eliminating rifle season is no doubt a radical departure from the past, but 
limited permit only for branched bull
Make a restriction to a maximun of 1X2.  Any bull with a antler branching of 3 point or greater on any 1 side would not be a legal bull.
Make a ruling to allow longer predator hunting and dogs to hunt cougars and baiting for bears.
Make it 3 point or better for everybody. Modern Rifle,Archery,Muzzle Loader, EVERYBODY
Make it 5 point or better
make it a 3 point or better that worked out good for the area i hunt ( the coweemen area 550)
Make it a spike only area and give branch antler bulls by speciel permit only.
Make the clockumn unit a special Bull permit only for the next regulation period. Try this first.
Make the Colockum a general season hunt with 5 point and better antler restrictions.  Older animals have a higher percentage of survival.  Have tougher 
penalties for poachers.
Make the Colockum area closed to camping, motorized vehicles, on foot hunting only, and have restricted road closures. Currently elk are run to exhaustion 
by hunters using trucks, 4X4 ATV's, chasing them up and down the hills by using the numerous dirt roads in the area. Mix the vehicle issue with all of the 
camp sites the elk panicly run from camp site to site looking for escape, plus the added danger not being able to shoot since a camp site is in the line of 
fire. Hunters use their vehicles to blockade roads to limit access to hunting areas. The area is over run with hunting pressure and the animals need to have 
the advantage put in their favor by making the hunters (archers, muzzleloaders, modern) hunt on foot only and have no overnight camping in the hunting 
area!
Manage the herd by settin a fixed amount of tags for any given area.
Maybe we should increase the cougar tags and open the season year round, from what i have seen over the last 10 years, by the time the season opens 
we have less opertunities.
Meat is meat
Might you get some wasted elk when hunters are not sure of their target and kill 2x1?    Road closures benefit both the elk and improve the quality of a 
hunt; however, closures must be enforced to work.
More cow tags will give for healther elk heards. There is not enough feed for such large heards and the  young bulls winter kill.
More road closures and limited-entry only model for branched bulls is the key to re-building the elk herd.  Let's get serious about producing quality hunting 
experiences.  Some folks will not be able to hunt every year for a branched bull, but the model will produce a quality hunting experience every 3-4 years for 
those that pursue branched bulls.
MORE ROAD CLOSURES! The use of ATV's is getting out of hand. Restrictions are coming too late, and there isn't any enforcement to rules. I see law 
breakers increasing every year on this point.
More road restrictions in most every area. Let the REAL hunters who are willing to get off the road and out of their vehicles harvest the game.   Leave the 
road hunting to the youth and disabled hunters who are not able to hike so far.
My concern is the 1x1 requirement. A bull with 1 forked antler will be frequently misidentified.
My only concern would be the archery hunter which would make it more difficult for sucess.
My position is one of wastage. Mistakes happen so I favor hunters applying for special permits to hunt any bull in the Colockum area. I would rather hunt 
less frequently but have a quality experience. Fewer hunters in the woods at any one time might not be a bad thing.
My primary hunting grounds.  Mature bulls are VERY plentiful.  Your counts have been "off" substantially.  Last year alone, my hunting partner and I 
counted at least 2 mature bulls per 5-10 cows, just in our small area (Naneum Basin and Wilson Creek drainage).  Many, many, many mature bulls and 
only two spike bulls in the week hunt.
n/a
Need to address Indian hunting in the area before doing anything.  Bull population is severly impacted by them and they are only after the mature males.
need to make 5 pt. minimum
Need to reduce human disturbance and improve range health.  All of the spikes I have killed in that unit had no or close to no fat.  Either they are pushed 
too much or don't have quality feed or both.  There are way too long of hunting periods that disturb the Elk (including the Deer and Upland bird seasons) 
Archery to Muzzleloader, then a short but intense Modern, and in addition there is bird hunting and other recreation activities that disturb the herd almost 
throughout the year.  Need to let the herd rest more.  The Archery and Muzzleloader seasons are primitive hunts and the success rate should reflect that.  
Increasing the primitive hunt seasons to achieve a higher success rate is directly responsible for sustained pressure. The upland bird hunts are too long 
and cause disturbance to the Elk and deer populations.
Need to work with the Native Americans to limit their harvest.  I am sorry, but the general hunting public is not to blame for the decimation of this herd.  It 
happened to the Nooksack herd first and the Colokum second.  Close THE ROADS and you will be amazed at the improvement.
NO - GET RID OF THE SPIKE HUNTS!  Let them grow to maturaty and just restrict to 3pt (or 4pt) or better.  Take a look at what Colorado does.  Shooting 
the spikes only weakens the genetic structure of the herd by removing the natural selection.
no bull permits for the colockum till it is at least 25-100
No opinion
no opinion
no spike only you guys never stop trying this, 3 point or better works and you know it.
No this is not the way to approach this matter--close down hunting in this area for at least 2-3 years-let the bulls matutre and build the herds back to a 
breeding population, then only allow special permits to enter and take a few bulls once a year---scale back tribal hunting totally---if they want to hunt let 
them pay for the management aspect as we do with our license monies--make tribes buy permits also.
no,  it is really hard to tell the difference when you are hunting.  it is not always a clear open shot, and some hunters shoot first and look afterwards..  keep it 
simple.  keep it simple.  better to shoot by antler permit for any bull, and not have an open spike season.  control it that way.  i'd hate to see a 1x2 left dead 
and not taken just because you don't limit the hunt.
Not clear to me how effective this will be.
Not educated enough on this to answer honestly.
Not if we are just leaving them for tribel harvest. bulldoze the road out Nov-1 tribal hunting will slow to a crawl--bull numbers will jump
Not permanently however.
Offer more cow permits. When a person draws a cow permit, make the cow all they can hunt during the entire season. A person taking a cow will then be 
done hunting and the bull survives. Give out less mature bull permits.
Once again more permits equals more dollars. Stop bleeding the hunters and let the state pay for management. Stop the indian hunting 
anywhere/anytime!!!
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only if the bull to cow ratios is low.  once the ratio is high enough switch it back to the way it is now.
ONLY if this works to expand the larger bull populations. In this case there needs to be proper enforcement so thea those who shoot first,ask questions 
later will pay a price for thier actions.
Only if wdfw is able to controll tribal hunting to the same restriction
Only if we have ample evidence that the ratio of 12-20:100 is optimal.  The question must be asked if 9:100 is optimal for this area?  You may also reduce 
cow numbers if need be and to ward off the potential of overpopulation and disease if necessary which would increase the number of bulls:cows.
open the area cows only three years is not a long time .  bulls by permit only . or disabled hunters or youth.
open this area up for more cow permits and your bull cow ratio will change
open up the white river area to elk hunting again!!!!!!
or stop hunting bulls all together for a short number of years.
perhaps for this area all elk hunting including spikes should be by permit only so that harvest is monitored closely monitored at least until age/sex objectives 
are met.
Permit only
Permit only basis until objectives are met
permit only or close that area for 10-20 years this means keeping track of the heard so if permits are given do it according to how many bulls you want 
taken ou of the area
permit only- to many people killing the yearling bulls. need to spread out the harvest in all age groups.
permit only until post hunt population objectives met.
Please crack down on Indian poachers.
possibly close the season for a year or so to allow more proliferation of bulls , thin the cows to lower the ratio.
provide additional cow permits.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
quit lettting the indian's kill all the mature bulls, you know what I am talking about !!!!!!!!!!!!1
rather than spike only, all areas should be 3 or 4 point  mins. this would allow young bull escapement and give all hunters a better chance at larger bulls
Reduce the cougar population in the area by allowing dogs to hunt cougars. There was no herd problem prior to not allowing dogs to hunt cougars.
Reduce the number of Native American kills in the Colockum area....big issue that must be delt with.  Otherwise, your just giving them more bulls to kill and 
non-natives less oppertunity.  Please address the issue!
regulate tribal members a little?
Remove the spike only restriction and make it any bull then more spikes will survive.
Require 3 point minimum by permit only and no generql spike season, within 2 years there should be a lot moe permits.
Restrictions on Maser Hunters "Elite Status" of special previledges
Review your predator kill ratio data and open this area up to hound hunting for cougars, then focus your efforts on hunter data.
Rifle only
Road closures and reduce tribal hunting and poaching.
Road closures with larger walk-in areas and 3pt or better instead of spike only.
should allow the harvest of more cows to balance out the herd, increasing hunting opportunities should always be preferred to adding restrictions.
should be 3 point min
Shut down the indians.

simply, there are way too many hunters going out for elk.   In this state, it isn't an elk hunt anymore, its a fiasco out there!!!   Its not hunting at all, elk should 
be put on a permit hunt, sure it would cost the state money for lack of licenses bought but the herd and quality of hunt would be much better off for it.
Since the â€œColockum elk herd has consistently been below post-hunt population objectives for bullsâ€œ because of â€œlow yearling bull survival",  you 
are clearly not meeting the primary mandate of RCW 77.04.012 to protect, preserve, and perpetuate wildlife.  Hunting needs to be restricted and stopped in 
these areas.  No permits should be granted for the killing of yearling bulls!
six point only or permit only  hunt deer in general season, elk treated as a trophy
skip a year of hunting in the colockum. then alow 3 point or better. this should be done in all areas on a rotating bassis throughout the state in areas where 
the bull / cow percentage is low
solve it quickly! no bulls for 1 year shoud do it! Really the way I react to the spike bull only requirement is that its hardly worth taking part it such a hunt and 
if in Colockum you continue this practice when damn few spikes are surviving without hunters......then your shure to keep all the bulls pretty much killed off!  
If the elk are having trouble leave them alone for a year or two.
Something has to be done to put pressure on the Yakama Tribe to stop the slaughter of all the mature bulls during the summer months!
Sometimes it is very difficult to see a small fork, How many additional bull elk would be shot and left because of this?
Special Permit only is another option I would support.
Spike on one side
Spike only hunting in all areas of Eastern Washington is resulting in continued disinterest in elk hunting.
Spike only hunting is a failure.  Branched bull permits have plummeted since spike only hunting began.  In 1996 WDFW offerred 234 branched bull permits.  
That fell to ZERO in 2000 and 2001.  Now, 12 years later (2007) WDFW offerred a whopping 14 branched bull permits.  Your ENTIRE hunting season is 
geared to SPIKE ONLY hunting and then you wonder why not enough spikes survive?    Switch to a 3-POINT or better bull harvest instead of spikes.  True, 
there will not be a lot of mature age class bulls, but you would have a tremendous post hunt bull to cow ratio with all spikes surviving to become branched 
antler bulls for the follwing breeding and hunting seasons.  Contrary to WDFW belief, spikes can and will breed effectively if given the chance.  Give it a try.  
Trying a 3-point or better harvest can't be any worse than the current and failed spike only bull harvest stategy.  You would also eliminate the large 
branched bull poaching and tribal hunting that currently is happening.   Back when spikes did the majority of the breeding every year the Colockum was a 
Spike only seasons have proven to not deliver what was promised when we went to spike only.  Instead of increasing branched bull permits, WDFW has 
drasticaly reduced branched bull permits.  Further restrictions will only increase disdain for WDFW.  Suggest another strategy, say a shorter rifle season 
and a 3-point ofr better bull harvest.  That should make available all spike and 2.5 year old bulls each year to do the majority of the breeding.  Plus, there 
would be some carry over large branched bulls from a reduced rifle season.  This should all translate into a increasing bull population instead of the current 
declining bull population.  Spike only seasons just don't work....'
Spike tags being limited by special permit should be considerd Oregon is doing it with noticed succes. The problem in the colockum is the number of 
hunters in open country with a rifle. It is amazing any spikes make it thru the season. I bet 75% of spikes killed in there is done by 1 pm opening day.
Spike-only restrictions on forest-dwelling elk are difficult to comply with even whith the greatest intent and sincerity. Extending that restriction to both antlers 
would render the hunt next to impossible (getting clear examination of both antlers in entirety of an elk in the woods while still having the time to place a 
confident shot is a rare event). Additional road closures is the answer. Provide them with more escape cover that is not easily accessible and overrun by 
hunters and you will get greater bull survival and create an opportunity for a better hunting experience in the too heavily roaded Colockum.
Statistically I wonder if you can guage any impact of this proposal. Why not just shut it down for bulls every other year or something?
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still a yearing bull,or a freak that needs to be thinned.
Stop allowing Native Americans from annihilate the herd bulls before each season
Stop Indians from open hunting.  Limit special permits to local hunters only to keep unwanted idiots out of the area.  Shorten the season for out of area 
hunters or do a special permit only for anyone that lives more than 75 miles from Colockum wildlife area. No hunting for a non-resident. Anyone not born in 
WA state is not allowed to hunt Elk.  Poaching watch incentives to get more real hunters to go out and look for poachers.
Stop native slaughters from Washington tribes.
Stop the indian slaughter .
stop the indians from killing the mature bulls        hell stop them period
Stop the taking of large bulls out of season by native americans in the Howard Coffin reserve,and the Colockum.
Stop the tribal slaughter up there
support for modern rifle Not for Archery
support only if you can get agreement with tribes not to target large branched bulls and to not shoot them in off season.  Support road closures if tribes 
have to abide by htem too.  Leave roads open for hunters would can not walk in because of a qualifying disability.  2nd choice would be to let licensed 
permit hunters harvest all large bulls then restrict season to cows so the tribes wouldn't have any big bulls to target.  If there going to continue to kill all the 
large ones anyway why save them for only them.  3rd choice close all hunting of bulls in clcockum for three years and see what the survival of large bulls is 
then.
Support with road closures, ths has helped stimulate growth of herd bulls and limits wlak in distances for some hunters. I think these young bulls get caught 
without having the experience it may require to survive to be breeding bulls.
take a two part approach, close all bull hunting for two years, but keep the cow hunting permits.  get the bull ratio back ASAP.  Shooting a bull at 100 yards 
and trying to confrim that it does not have the current legal 1" point is very hard for the average hunter.  You could issue alot more tickets!
That's a tough one.  As an aging hunter, it is tough to tell sometimes if a bull has single spikes or is forked, especially looking straight on at the critter.  I'm 
afraid a 1X1 rule might result in more wasting of elk than it would help.  On the other hand, something needs too be done and maybe the 1x1 would work.  It 
is worth a try.
The best way is to restrict the number of hunters in the Colockum area during the general season, make hunting through special permit only hunts.

the biggest problem in the clockum is the yakima tribe shooting unlimited and unreported bulls.  The average genral season hunter is not succesful,mostly 
for lack of trying. The tribe starts killing bulls as soon as the velvet is off with no punishment,  until that is controled, there will be a lack of bulls.
The bull to cow ratio
the bull to cow ratio will never be up if all the yearling bulls are shot out on a yearly basis.  maybe put a quota on the number of hunters in each of these 
GMU's.
The change should be made to 4x4 or better for bulls. If you continue to shoot or make spikes only then you will killing off the potential breders. This will 
ultimitly increase the numbers of bulls in the long run after 3-4 years.
The Colockum is close to a large population of hunters. We need to regulate the heard to reach the desired goals. As long as the hunting community 
understands the goal and the goals do not change to accomodate other special interest groups we will be successful. Road closure in my opinion is a good 
thing in elk country.
The dfw should ask for an $ amount from the hunters that hunt the east side of the state for elk so that elk that die in the mount saint hellens wintering area 
can be transported over thier. It goes on all over the world why not in washington. But when it has been done in washington it was out buy squim where our 
state let land owners build/ expand too much. I just dont know why we can't just transport the elk than feed them and have a crazy amount of cow tag's the 
saint hellan's area also just give or alow young hunters the oppertunity to harvest a cow in the mt. st hellen's area. for only thier first year of hunting. It just 
might work.
The heard needs better breeding stock. Eliminate the "Rut Seasons" and let them breed under less stress.

The Indians kill enough bulls every year to have an impact on your numbers.  If you stop the unregulated killing the bull-cow numbers will look stronger.    I 
propose closing the Colockum elk hunt to over the counter tags.  It is a mess up their with all of those people.  Instead, have a draw for tags that would 
allow the harvesting of any bull and increase the number of tags currently allocated.  At least then we could have a high quality, safe hunt for a mature bull.
The key to survival is habitat.  Permits must go specifically for that habitat's improvement.  I recommend a special permit that is auctioned.  Use supply and 
demand.
The law right now states it has to be a spike on one side.  This was suppose to be a three year plan, it has expanded to longer than three years and also 
has affected all of Eastern Washington, not just the Colockum herd.
The most effective way to ensure their survival is to stop hunting them.
The only way that you are going to creat better bull counts is to put restrictions on the min. amount of points the animal has.  This may sound crazy, but the 
minumom points should be around a 4 point min.  You can't keep killing young bulls and exspect the bull count to come up.
The only way to manage for an older bull survival is to limit the kill to spike bulls only or go to a permit system for taking of any branch antler bull. Do not 
provide for special preference for landowner permits.
The percentage of legal animals for one to harvest is so low now why do most hunt. I would rather see it controlled on a permit only for any bull.
The ratio has dropped bulls to cows. Has the number of cows increased? Not enough information to support this statement.
The reason for the disparity is the fact that there are restricitons.  Opening the seasons to any elk would even up the herds
The season has shortned over the years, regular season should be 3 point or better in the clockum, with  cow tags legal on the 4th day of season.  special 
permits for late hunts, any bull and or cow.  Special  permits given to farmers in Ellensburg is so unfair and a virtual slaughter when herds come down.  
Should  be a list by game dept. to draw from and the farmer gets only two permits for himself and allow those from the list make up the rest.  This has been 
going on for over 20 years.
The Species of Elk in the Clockum rarely produce 1x1 bull calves, hunter success would not be probable.  Shot and abandon animals would increase 
greatly.  Harvest limitations by at least one horn without additional points would be a fair concession.  It is common in these herds to see a bull calf with one 
spike and a three to four points on the other side.  Moving towards permit only for that herd would be at the animal and hunters best interests.  Limiting 
special permit tags for any bull and limits of 3 point or better would be a preference to all parties.  I am general a supporter of three point minimum for all elk 
hunting.  East and West alike.
The Spike only Elk season in the Colockum, is  not working. In the late 80 s and early 90 s I hunted that erea exclusively, and harvested 2,3,4, and 6 point 
bulls, and saw a lot I couldn't shoot, I stoped hunting there because the last 5 years, I could hardly find an elk, much less a spike. Also you should close the 
roads completely, that's the only way to keep the Indians out, and shooting truck loads of big bulls. From 80` to 94` I have many stories to tell my grandkids, 
about hunting the Wenatchee area, since then, only unfilled tags........
The spike only system has not worked in the Blue Mountains, allegedly because of significant harvest of mature bulls by native americans.  Work to 
minimize harvest by tribal members.
The state should look into a "double eye guard" restriction for general season and permit only for any bull.
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The state's elk management plan is too conservative at best, completely clueless at worst.  For every elk you think you can count or radio-collar, there are 
10 more hiding in the timber that you cannot see.  They are like rats down here in Colwitz County.  At the very least, the Loowit, Marble and Toutle units 
need to be opened to general archery and Muzzleloader with increased special permits for modern.  I have also seen many elk in the NW corner of the 
state (Nooksack and Elk area 4941).  Elk Area 4941 would be perfect if the boundaries were expanded 25 miles to the south and east, where most of these 
animals reside in the private timber lands above the Skagit.  Right now, there is little to no public access and the size of that current elk area is a joke.
The tribal hunting branch-antlered hunting should be restricted to match that of the general season hunting.
the westside elk herd seems to be in good order. the eastside should impliment a 3pt min. and possibly designate some gmu's as permit only bull hunts
The young bull non survival rate is due to predation and would improve with a spring bear hound hunt.
There are several problems in the Clockum area, which is where I hunt for Elk with a bow. Specifically, they should gate the cooke canyon road at the 
section where it is posted that only authorized vehicles may continue. It seems there are few people who actually park and walk in, as I do. In addition, 
there should be someone addressing the Indians shooting up all the bulls in the area.
there is a big problem in the colockum.  don't allow the hunters on horseback.  I've watched these guys for years running those elk around and plucking off 
the spikes.
there is no age difference between a spike and a 2 point so to avoid confusion make it two point or better
There needs to be more cow tags available. Also their are too many hunters hunting immature bulls. I am for stricter regs on Elk hunting to let more young 
bulls get to a more mature age and have hunters drawings for more any bull permits. This will also reduce the number of hunters in the woods and 
pressure.
Theres very little elk oppertunity as it is!
This alone will not resolve the problem. Road closures will be more effective.
This could cause more people making mistakes and having to leave the animal behind
this description is hard to justify due to the fact that a yearling "spike bull" might actually develop a fork at the tip of the spike , I think this is an inaccurate 
method of controlling a herd.  Also, if spike only hunting is allowed, aren't you killing off all the future mature bulls? Then what happens when the mature 
bulls die off and there are no bulls to follow those up with?
this is a tough one because you don't want the loss of revenue from license sales that would incurr if you made it even tougher to harvest a bull elk
This is the most special elk area of the state.  Anything to get more opportunity for mature bulls is something I support.  The native kill in this area I would 
love to see us work on with the Yakama tribe.  I would think this is a huge part of our problem there.  I have seen trucks with 4 mature 6x6 or better bulls 
coming off the Colockum and all were native killed, with rifles in late September or early October.
this is the weakest of all these options but its still better than the current regulation.
This needs to be a 3 point minimum area and you would get the escapement you need.
this proposal would likely lead to more accidental illegal kills and wastage of game.  Consider further shortening season or closing for 1 year.  Consider also 
increased predator removal thru more hunter opportunity also.
This proposal would still result in the death of many 1 x 2 bulls, but now they would be wasted.  Considering the pressure that the Colockum herd receives 
and the difficultly in determining if there may be a branch on one antler this is a real bad idea which will solve nothing.
This restriction has been in place for a number of years, has it not?
This should be all spike and forked elk
This would greatly increase the odds of good faith mistakes when law abiding hunters pull down on a spike bull.  It can be very difficult to spot a small brow 
or a single short fork on one side.  This then leaves hunters with the Hobson's choice of leaving the animal lay or report it and face criminal prosecution.  
The end result is that the animal is still dead.  If your bull to cow ratio are out of wack try offering more cow tags.  This would shift some hunting pressure off 
the bulls since most of those cow tag holders would likely otherwise be bull hunting in the general season.
This would make sense only if the cow population was steady or declining and the Bull population was declining. It might seem that I do not like restrictions 
but I am for heard control and yield of quality animals. Most hunters that I know would stay away from this area if it would be set to 1X1 only. Is the survival 
rate low because of food or quality of the adults or other?
This would make this herd more in line with the rest of the state.
Three point minimum for 5 years. Special permit only. Then re-evaluate the herd to see if it can be open for three point or better.
THREE THINGS THAT-----WILL--- IMPROVE THE COLOCKUM HERD.  1. CONTROL THE INDIAN POACHING, I DID NOT BELIEVE THIS WAS 
ACTUALLY HAPPENING UNTIL I SAW IT WITH MY OWN EYES LAST YEAR...    2. CONTROL THE AMOUNT OF PEOPLE THAT HUNT IN THE AREA. 
DURING MODERN FIREARM SEASON IT LOOKS LIKE SEATTLE UP THERE, IF YOU FEEL THE NEED TO PUT UP A MAILBOX & BEER SIGNS AT 
YOUR CAMP.....(IVE SEEN THIS TOO)...STAY HOME!!!!!    3. STOP KILLING COWS THAT ARE CONSIDERED HARMING PRIVATE 
PROPERTY.....NO MORE COW PERMITS FOR ORCHARD AREAS.
Three years ago while hunting the collockum I ran across a 6 point bull about 100 yards from the road in open country, shot by rifle left to rot. I was told that 
some Indian hunters had been through the area before the Muzzle loader season. I think we all follow some sort of guidelines and respect our elk. That 
year it was rported that many large bulls were taken by the same group.

Thye difficulty in determining if a bull has only spikes at long distances would most likely promote wasted game and citations for harvesting illeagle animal.
To hard to see small fork on the tip of a yearling Elk antler. Increasing removing of cows and close removal of young yearling bulls until ratial is achieved
to increase yearling survial rates, do as is done in most of western Wa.  Branch antler only (brow tine bulls only?)  Allow hunting outside of the rut only.  
Close the season for all Sept 10 thru Oct 10.
To many branched spiked bulls will be shot and left to lay because.  The average hunter does not have the luxury to to leisurly spot grazing elk and clearly 
select the clean spike.  Most shots are made on the split second and run.  This makes for criminalizing honest citizens.
TO MANYOF THE YOUNG BULLS ARE BEING KILLED NOW. THE Elk  ARE BEING HUNTED FOR TO LONG OF A PERIOD OF TIME EACH YEAR 
AND YOU NEED TO STOP KILLING THE COWS ALLTOGETHER. IF WE HAD MORE COWS THEY WOULD GET BREAD. I THINK THE PEOPLE 
MANAGING THE Clockum herd are doing a very poor job and would be OK with me to   FIRE every one of them;      DON HILL
Too easy to make honest errors with this change in system
Too hard to distinquish between a spike and a two point.  Both animals are the same age so should  be considered the same.  This should be expanded to 
all hunting areas.
Too many cougar kills in the area. Increase opportunity to harvest cougars, year round.
Tribal harvest is the reason for lack of mature bulls.
Tribal hunting is a cause of the elk population in the White River GMU dwindling and nothing is being done about it.  Something needs to be done and in 
the Enumclaw,and Buckley region citizens are getting very angry!
try offering additional cow tags to lower the herd to better carrying capacity.
try to help curb the native american harvest of elk in this area, lessen the amount of permits in the malaga, and peshastin areas, and give advanced hunter 
ed. hunters an area with better overall elk numbers.
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Unless I am mistaken this area for modern firearm is and has been spike only for years and I fail to see where the management has been successful at all. 
hunter success is less than 15% not just around the colockum, but around the entire state according to the hunter reports? Why not try something else or I 
would even be in favor of shutting down entire GMU's for elk hunting until the population recovers.
until the numbers of branched antler bulls recover then there should be a draw system for branched antler
Use 3pt or better instead.
Use the "spike" rules already in place for other units.  this 1x1 restriction will only confuse people.  I do support the harvest of yearling bulls to help the 
health of the herd, as well as cow harvest.
Very confusing:   In your opening paragraph I think you meant to indicate that the Clockum herd has averaged less than 0 bulls per 100 cows....     I have 
successfully hunted that herd on a AHE cow tag in the past and am wondering if the bigger issue isn't one of the area reaching full capacity of how many 
animals it can handle, but I agree that you should restrict it to spikes only, or open the area for cows only. As the mature bull ratio increases you will have 
more mature bull loss to rut related injury I imagine.
We all argue about whats really legal anyway. Most people don't understand the law as it is, branched below the ear, above ear, spike on one side and 
branched on other?? I still don't get it and I have found 2 dead 2ish points in the LT Murrey that hunters walked away from.
we can not enforce the spike on one side now. how are we going to enforce 1x1. I belivethe clockum game range is over grazed by cattle. this results in 
unhelthy cows that can not calf strong and helthy young. how many bulls do the indians take. maybe the dept needs to take a stand on the trasplanted elk 
not NATIVE. this will increase3 the cow to bull ratio period.
We gave you recommendations from the game biologists that we have worked with and you just blew them off, so your going to do what you want and the 
animials will continue to suffer and your sales of licenses and tags will continue to go down and you will tell the legislature that you need to raise the price 
and give them phoney statistics like before.
we have to have healthy herds to hunt,,,, bottom line. it's up to you folks to ensure that we do by whatever means
WE NEED TO GO 1X1 STATE WIDE
what is the perdation kill on the herd if you put more restriction on hunting you will lose hunters   the number of hunters has droped
What IS the WHOLE PICTURE of this particular issue? You have far better management tools to work with than the soluitions you are offering here. I'm 
Sorry, but your presentation stinks of manipulation.
what the game managers recommend, with the land consolidation situation, the dynamics may have changed
Why cant there be a restriction similar to bass fishing. Say spike only or 5-point or better. As ive also said i would be supportive of spike only if it was 
resticed to modern firearm only for obvious reasons.
Why dont you just limit the number of tags sold , instead of selling them to anyone who wants one.
WHY DON'T YOU MAKE IT ANTERLESS ONLY FOR 3 YEARS, FOR THE GENERAL SEASON TO REDUCE YOUR HERD, LIMIT THE NUMBER OF 
TAGS, YOU WILL GET A BETTER RATIO OF MATURE BULLS, THEN OFFER THEM FOR A SPECIAL PERMIT, MAYBE WE COULD GET SOME 
TROPHY ELK IN THE AREA, BETTER REPRODUCTION, YOU REDUCE THE NUMBER OF COW ELK, IN THE AREA, MAYBE YOU WOULD NOT 
HAVE THE PROBLEMS WITH THE ADVANCED HUNTERS OVER WELMING THE AREA AND THE LAND OWERS
Why not a cow only season?  Take no bulls for a few years.
Why not close the area completely until the population has had time to recover?
Why not close the area one year during general season and have a special permit season later with a limited number of three point bull/cow permits.
Why not go to a 3-point minimum like we have in many other areas of the state?
Why not have special permit hunts only for a few years until the herd average improves.
Why not just let the Indians shoot all the bulls and everyone else harvest cows. Because you cant stop them maybe you could start artificial insemination 
programs to preserve the herd
Why not make it simple, make it "Antlerless" only hunting for two seasons and then your ratio should be were you want it!
why not try six point min. on draw.  Give the younger bulls a chance to get wise.  There is older bulls that will still get away.(smarter.)
Why not use a three point or less bull general hunt?
Why not.  You already have that in place where I live.
why restrict us law abidding hunters even more, when poachers, indian and white will just go up there over and over again and kill all the bulls they want.  
How about stop the indians from killing 20, 30 bulls in a summer. it may help your bull survival counts.
why the low recruitment. hunters are not the problem. if it is predation this needs to be addressed. i have heard for L.E. freinds in the Kittias area that 
poaching is a serious problem. this needs to be addressed before you tweak what hunters can/will impact.
With 1x1 spike bulls only for the general season, add a limited number of special permits for bigger (3 point or larger) bulls.
Would result in too many 1x2 yearling elk being shot and left to waste.  Harvest should be controlled by hunt seasons (shortened or lenghtened).
Would this include the malaga regions? If so, I think it should be a spike only there as well with branched antlered bulls being special permit only. I drew a 
cow tag for malaga B last year and saw several branched antlered bulls. I harvested a cow elk that had an impressive 7x7 bull with her. I think the program 
is slowly working.
Yakima switched to spike only years ago, now there are several large bulls and very few spikes. this is ridicules. It needs to be switched around every two 
to three years. Make it three point or better for a few years and then switch it to spike only for a couple of years, then back agian.
Yes but this should be for archery, muzzleloader, and modern firearm.......
YES PLEASE DO THIS!!! LET THE HERDS GROW!  IF we hunters sacrifice now the future years will provide great hunting opportunities!!!   Spoken by a 
female hunter....
Yes, I've hunted the Colocum for 17 years now and I've never harvested more than a "SPIKE ONLY" BULL.  I don't believe that would help improve the 
ratio.  Also, it's hard enough now to get an animal, I don't want to see it get any harder to harvest one.  Maybe a 1 or 2 year special permit would help. That 
sure would keep the hunter population down for a year or two and improve the ratio some.
You are putting a lot of pressure on hunters to not error and shoot a spike and hope that there isn't a 1" tine that will get them a ticket.
You are talking about that there isn't enough young bull in the Colockum, you didn't say anything about lack of cows.  So I was wondering if there is any talk 
about letting archery hunters go back to cow and spike.  That is something I think would be supported.  I am also a master hunter and we are allow to take 
a cow elk in that area because the department is saying there are to many elk over there causing land owners problems.  So it would seem to me that there 
are enough cow in that heard to support an archery season of cows and spikes again like it used to be.  Please consider this.   Thank you
You did this in the Blue Mountains and when the herd was built up and the bulls were becoming tame and wouldn't run away any more,instead of offering 
more branch permits you lowered the special permits and made it a temptation that the poachers could resist. They wasted the elk, took the antlers and you 
couldn't catch them. Now we are back to square one waiting for the herds to build up again. I sent you an e-mail concerning this. This is what happened 
and it was the game Dept. fault.
You have heard it all before but do a better job of enforcement on the tribal hunters and many of the mature bulls will survive.  They camp for months and 
drive all the roads, were that non-tribal hunters doing these things, my guess you would step up the enforcement!!  I fully understand the treaty but there 
are many other violations that enforcement could ticket them for.
You have no future bulls if you keep harvesting spikes/1X2 ect. Let them grow up
You have to get the indians to participate in your conservation plan or this is a waste of time.
you need to open more cow tags not close more roads,again,you can't eat the horns and cows taste better anyway
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You need to take whatever measures you need to to ensure there will be healthy herds to hunt for future generations.  SO if you need to change the 
description to manage the herds then do so, otherwise leave the description.
You normally do not have time to view both antlers to see if it is a spike on both sides.  That thought is ludicris at best.  The reason you went to spikes only 
was to increase the number of mature bulls per 100 cows, what happened to that strategy?  We spend lots of money not only on the tags but the added 
cost of a hunting trip, we do not need to make it more difficult to harvest a bull.  Stop the Tribes from hunting year around in our National Forests and the 
populations should come back up.
You should just go to drawing only for bulls in the colockum
You want to increase spike survival?  Don't allow ATVs! in the Clockum Unit period. That would make a lot of people think before shooting a spike, 
guaranteed.  This would potentially make honest sportsmen criminals. A One inch tine is hard to see in the lodgepole stands in the Colockum.  This may 
create the same problems we incountered the first few years of the 3pt min rule.  "But officer I thought it had three points"
You will end up with bulls getting killed and left because you don't always see both sides of horns!
You're the experts!
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Issue 3:
In recent history, the Colockum elk herd has consistently been below post-hunt population objectives for bulls. One aspect of this problem is 
low yearling bull survival. The post-hunt population objective for elk in Washington is 12 to 20 bulls per 100 cows. The Colockum herd has 
averaged less than 9 bulls per cow in recent years and is not meeting the bull:cow ratio objective. 
A high percentage of Colockum yearling bulls have antlers that branch and fork. By only allowing harvest of yearling bulls with a single antler 
point on both sides, we may be able to improve yearling survival and ultimately the post-hunt bull objectives. 
Other approaches to improving yearling bull survival might include more road closures or switching to a special permit only hunting season for 
bulls, including spikes, for the Colockum elk herd.
Should additional restrictions be added to improve yearling bull survival for the Colockum elk herd?
Do you support closing more roads in an attempt to increase yearling bull survival for the Colockum elk herd and help meet post-hunt 
population objectives?
100%!  Absolutely!
a special permit only hunting season for bulls, including spikes, for the Colockum elk herd.
Absolutely not!  I'm tired of road closures, as are most guys...
Absolutely not!! There are already too many road closures and more each year! Seems to me that if you really wanted to 1) maintain hunting (and frankly, I 
am not sure everyone shares this agenda) and 2) cull the herd/selectively kill compenents of the herd, you would do more special permit hunting BUT link it 
to extended seasons for those individuals so that kill ratios could be 1) where those participant hunters would most like to see them, and 2) the herd would 
be trimmed more precisely where you say it needs to be trimmed.    ??
ABSOLUTELY!!!!
Additional Road Closures need to occur state wide.
Again, I would rather see reduced numbers of hunters allowed to hunt than restrict access.
Again, more restrictions is NOT a good thing.      I am a hunter, but I suffer from gouty arthritis in my feet, as well as other physical problems, and with more 
road closures I will be FORCED to quit hunting, and therefore will not be purchasing tags, licenses, or special permits....and I KNOW I'm not the only one in 
this situation...there are MANY of us.      When Fish and Wildlife lose the monies from all of us disabled, or aged hunters, I think it will not be long before 
the management of Wildlife feels the pinch from lack of funds from the loss of sales.
All for "earning" your animal.  If we have to hike in, the better the survival
All roads should be closed. Too many road hunters. Also, ATV hunters sneek into closed areas. I have witnessed this first hand. Maybe nail strips would 
solve the problem?
all through roads should be closed no loops or in one way out another close roads during calving and breeding season that is when elk are suseptable to 
"Indian Poachers" take away their easy access and the herd will grow
allow motorized vehicles-ATV or motorcycle to retrieve game
Along with closing roads to vehicles I would suggest walk in hunting only. no horses!
Although I personally would not be against this, I realize this can be inherently unfair to Hunters who have mobility problems.  It can also be unfair to 
Hunters who don't have the time or money to plan and execute a longer duration hunt (which closing roads tends to require).
Always been in favor of this and not just in this area, would like to see this everywhere for elk hunting it would help slow down the tribal slaughter of our 
states elk.
ALWAYS USE THIS CONTROL
And close to ALL motorized vehicles (e.g., quads), not just cars.
and remove ATV's
Any time you make a road closure and decrease easy access it's a plus for wildlife of all types.  Sure it requires more effort to use however generally the 
poachers and wrong doers are looking for easy quick access and targets not time consuming effort. I fully support road closures.
As a senior I find that this method places a hardship on older hunters to walk farther into the forest to even see the elk. After the first weekend most elk are 
driven back into the far reaches of the forest.
As above, stop the poaching and alternate the antler restrictions
As an aging hunter, the more roads that are closed the less likely I am to get out and hunt.  It won't be long before hunting is a dead issue in Washington 
except for the poachers and guides.  It will become a sport for the elites, and in fact is close to that now.
As long as it is enforced and is closed to all moterized vehicles (no ATVs or motorcycles).
As long as it's a block management type closer. If you close off the roads at the bottom of the mountain/drainages you will make it so that no one can hunt. 
Who would want to climb up hill for 7-9 miles to hunt on foot. Then if you kill an animal it will spoil before you can get it out of the woods.
As long as you enforce the closures.  Nothing I hate more than seeing motorcycles with loaded rifles strapped to the handlebars.
As stated above I think this would help the overall eco-system of the area and provide a better hunting enviroment for the "more serious" hunter. This would 
create more of a "wilderness" area and lead to more pristine hunting grounds. Obviously thinning out hunter numbers in any given area would increase the 
quality of the heard.
ASAP
Being 64 years old and feeling may age on many days, less roads would mean less hunmting for me and many other older hunters, many a lot older than 
me.
But also open modern firearm season in mid November.
But I would support having some roads closed except for game retieval.  That way it would limit "road hunting" but allow someone that is willing to put in 
enough effort to get out and hike (many times down into canyons) to drive down the nearest road to retrieve thier downed game. It would be pretty easy to 
enforce it would seem.
But only during that season, I've lost over 40% of my hunting access in the last 20 years. Gates are forever anymore.
change would probably force more people into other areas, if I ran the Dept I would go to a eastern  Elk permit only hunts -only allow half the hunters each 
year.
close all roads during the rut.
Close all the damn roads.  It out of control through there during the archery season, not to mention the modern firearm season.  Close all roads unless you 
have a special permit.
Close all the roads by the refuge, make the hunters work for those elk.  I hate seeing so many big bulls getting killed off the main roads.
Close all the roads into the clockum, it is no seceret that tribal hunting is devestating the the bulls there.  Keep them out by closing the roads.
Close all the roads, and make it walk in only untill a hunting season starts.Than open the gates to people for camping, hunting,hiking etc.....
CLOSE all the roads, we would have less pressure and the hunter that works would be rewarded.  I am shocked how many hunters just drive the road, 
especially by the Coffin refuge.  Because of the issue with the native hunters just "driving the roads" in September, I hunted the west end of the refuge and 
found great hunting if I worked my way off the roads.  Once the roads are closed, the savvy, HUNTER will do fine and the Colockum will be the great unit it 
once was.  I have street legal bikes and would be fine if they shut the trails down too.....it is a problem up there.
Close more roads to eliminate more tribal hunting.
Close roads to ATV and Motorized vehicle only
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Close roads to motorized and offer preferance points to report offenders (ATV)
Close roads--close seasons--let them build back to a huntable population that includes high quality elk horns on these critters--then after several years of 
PROPER management, and keeping tribes out also--issue permits for quality hunts.  Pay closer attention to process of drawings for permits--hunters have 
lost faith in game dept--other states can do it--with less money--why not Wa?????
CLOSE THE BRUTON (spelling?) TO PASSENGER VEHICLES,  ALLOWING PEOPLE TO SIT ON THE BORDERS  OF THE GAME RESERVE AND 
SHOOTING INTO HERDS OF ELK THAT ARE TRYING TO GET TO SAFETY???  THIS  IS NOT GAME MANAGEMENT...
Close the roads after the end of the last scheduled hunting season. Tribal members are taking to many mature bulls out of the heard. As a taxidermist in 
Yakima county I get numerous calls every Dec and Jan from indians wanting to sell capes and antlers. More than 40 in the last two years. It's sickening.
close the roads before and after the season
Close the roads but not the hunting area so it is harder to get to the elk.  This would put less pressure on the herd and make for better hunting.
CLOSE THE ROADS FOR A PERIOD OF FIVE YEARS UNTIL THE HERD IS HEALTHY
close the roads to allow the elk to surive the Indians during the rut.
Close the roads to motorized vehicle access, all year
Close the roads year round by using gates or in some manner make them unusable.
closing more roads is not going to stop yearling bulls from being kills....4pt or better and then you give the a chance....
closing more roads is short sighted and stupid. Short term goals may be met but you keep excluding more and more hunters, Seniors, Handicapped, and 
the group you need the most which is of coarse youth hunters and future hunters. Every road closed makes more hunter say screw it and quit ,taking thier 
kids with them. Opening more roads would have a better long term effect.
Closing road systems will close off more public lands to the general public for recreation and they will not be maintained properly and in the end we will lose 
those road systems entirely.
Closing roads affects all users of public lands.  Please note that the elk are a planted animal.  Humans have a RIGHT to access the public lands of this 
state!!!!
Closing roads doe snot hurt the people that are healty enough to walk 10 more miles but for those of us that have bad knee or back problems and cannot 
walk that distance anylonge but love and support hunting in this state will put on the wrong side of the gate. If the populatio for young bulls is as low as this 
seems than this area should be held to 3 & 4 points aonly for a year or two. Shut down spike, two points and any larger than 4. This will allow the mature 
bulls with the quality genetics to bread and provide a chance for the future by increasing the numbers of young bull groth.
Closing roads does not seem to stop ATVs from traveling them.  It is discouraging to walk for 90-120 minutes into a hunt area, take an early morning stand, 
and have an ATV come up the road.  With roads open, I can at least get to an area that one MUST WALK INTO to hunt for deer or elk and not worry about 
an ATV driving past me as I walk up the closed road.  I don't believe road closures help.
Closing roads I feel would not be the answer. We have had good bull to cow ratio in the past and roads have been open. I believe it has been miss 
management in the past and now we are trying to play catchup.I would support closing the elk season in the Colockum for one year and see what kind of 
results would happen. Along with this I would open elk hunting state wide for that year to incourage hunters to keep buying elk tags.
Closing roads is awesome if we had people to enforce it.

Closing roads to elk hunters results in these areas only being available to loggers with gate keys, or hunters with special equipment for hauling out game.  
In road closure areas that I have hunted I have also seen heads and hind-quarters harvested and the remainder of the carcass left in the woods.  Road 
closures provide for "elitist" hunting.  This option should be limited, especially for elk (due to their size) and enforced (no loggers using using closure areas 
as "private hunting reserves", or worse, charging to transport others into the road closure areas.  This occurs near my home, and I expect other areas.
Closing roads to improve habitat is a great idea
Closing roads to increase population of Elk numbers is nuts.
Closing roads will not stop the ATV's.
Closing roads would make the folks with horses real happy.
DECREASING ACCESS SHOULD BE AN AUTOMATIC SOLUTION. THE GUYS THAT REALLY WANT TO GET ONE ARE WILLING AND HIKE AS 
WELL AS APPRECIATE LESS COMPETITION
DNR's logging practice has wiped out a good percentage of clockum area, where elk could bed, other than the reserve.  There is not all that amount of 
roads, green dot only.  Wind turbines have wiped out access by vehicle on one whole ridge.  enforcment of violaters on motor bikes, 4 wheelers, and 4x4's 
that don't abide by green dot roads use.
Do everything you can to restrict road hunting
Do it only during the elk season.  Closed roads puts quite a burden on us bird dog types.  Maybe designated parking places???
Doing this limits the ability of older hunters to realisticly hunt elk, we can't pack out a anamial the way we used to be able to.
Don't hunt there
dont open any new roads
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the bulls fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of 
and developed, not raped for the dollars of tags.
Eliminate the Stan Coffin Game reserve and inplement permit only hunting restriction  Fence the Kittitas and Wenatchee valleys to control elk migration 
routes and reduce damage control impact to landowners and elk survival
Enforce the current closed roads.
Even though roads are closed, I as a hunter still see many people out and about on these roads in or on motor vehicles of some sort. So I do not believe 
that this would be very helpful to the herd unless it was well inforced
Except for disabeled hunters
Except for youth/elderly and handicapped
Finally
Find a way to work with the Yakama Nation to reduce or eliminate the number of bulls killed out of hunting season by tribal members and I think this would 
help the Colockum Elk herd greatly.
For elk especially, it is commonplace for hunters to fill their tags via two methods 1) spotlighting and shooting at night or 2) use of a spotlight to find the 
herd and then be at that location at daylight.  Road closures eliminates that risk.
For other reasons!!
Get out and walk....That's hunting......
get rid of the descrimatory master hunter
Get rid of the road hunters everywhere!!!!
GET THE A.T.V OUT OF THE WOODS
Give road closure a rest, hell, I'm 60 for crying out loud!
great idea.  this will greatly increase spike bulls' survival because a lot of "hunters" do not get out of the unless it is to put a shell in and shoot the elk.
Green dot only roads
Harder access= less people = less harvest.  I think this is better than more restrictive antler rules and promotes/supports fair chase practice.
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Have not hunted the Colockum and so have no sense of what the present status is.  If there is excessive fragmentation -- limited escape cover, it would 
probably be a good idea.
Hell yes! Elk hunters are often party hunters, excessvie access promotes party hunting and other cheating like roadhunting at night.
How about if the WDFW stop trying to convince people that it is trying manage wildlife and admit that it's main objective is to sell as many hunting licenses 
as possible, afterall, it's it all about the "bottom line" and revenue?
However you must gate or completely block off closed roads.  I am tired of seeing people driving down closed roads, after I have hiked down them.  There 
should be no access to 4 wheelers, or the tribal hunters.  Make the whole thing walk in only would be fine with me.
HUNTERS, NOT JUST DISABLED HUNTERS NEED BETTER ACCESS TO ELK HUNTING.  NOT TO ROAD HUNT BUT TO GET IN AND OUT.
I actually do support the road closure; combined with the cessation of hunting.
I also support more patroling for poachers.  I found two bulls last year in august that were gut shot and left for dead when the Indian fellow decided he didnt 
want the bulls that were gut shot!  Also if he is gonna go up and harvest for his tribe he needs to take and use all of the elk like his ancestors!
I am 100% supportive of this idea. make people work harder to harvest. its good for them as well as the elk.
I am 60 with insulan dependant diabetes ,I have a tough time hiking and controlling blood sugars ,closing the access roads will extremely limit my ability to 
hunt ,I am not to the point of being a disabled hunter
I am disabled and would have a harder time getting out to find the elk.
I am fully in favor of closing roads to all forms of motorized access, especially 4 wheeler ATV's.  They have no place in the woods while hunting.  If you 
can't walk in, then you shouldn't be hunting.
I am getting older every year and have bad knees. I cannot walk like i used to
I am sick of every time I go somewhere I find out that a road has been closed on me.  Besides the way that the roads are so poorly marked anymore we 
never know for sure what is closed and what is open.  Leave the roads alone!!!
I assist a disabled hunter.  There are way to many roads closed!
I beleive the road closure should be managed for modern firearm season.  I have seen several deer harvested just yards from a logging roads.  As a hunter 
the challange of the hunt is not there when all you have to do is drive around until you see something.  As a bow hunter I walk several miles a season to get 
into closed areas.  I beleive that the access routes should be managed to control traffic, but, not closed.  I have taken deer over 5 miles from my vehicle 
and it took two days to pull it out.  Limited use of ATV for game retreival would help limit risk and would limit traffic in closed areas.
I believe if a hunter has game down, he should be able to drive as close as reasonable to retrieve the animal.  This is particularly important for older or 
individual hunters.
I believe road closures can solve bull survival all over the state. The best part about it is no restrictions have to be made as far as lenth of seasons and 
antlers. Everyone can still hunt their favorite areas and still shoot quality bulls if their willing to work a little harder. In the future seasons could even be 
lenthened which everyone could appreciate because we could all spend more time outdoors doing what we love.
I believe road closures to be a panacea. I doubt the research is valid I suspect that the elk arenâ€™t avoiding roads but rather the Elk that choose to live 
near roads are more likely to be killed,  both by legal and illegal hunters. By closing roads you are essentially closing public lands. I have seen road 
closures that create pockets of land over 15 miles from any road. This also makes it nearly impossible to hunt on foot. A 15 mile hike to retrieve an elk is 
not realistic, essentially that land becomes non-huntable.  If the road closure allowed for adequate access to the public land by foot then I am all for them. If 
the road closure eliminates opportunities then I am not.
I do not have a problem with working to get my animal. Just do not make it impossible to get to them.
I DON'T SEE HOW CLOSING ROADS WOULD HELP THIS.
I feel all hunters pay alot of money to hunt. The roads should be open.  We all can't take a long weekend to pack in.
I feel closing roads is a hunter management practice, not a wildlife management practice. It is keeping out people who are not able to walk several miles, 
can't bike, don't have horses, etc.... The animals in this state belong to everyone in the state, not just the young and fit, or WDFW. I believe most of the 
area is USFS land.... Restricting access to this land is restricting the rights of all US citizens. Again, managing people, not managing the wildlife.
I feel the road system is very limited know.
I highly support this.
I hunt unit 329 and I don't see how an individual without a horse could possibly effectively hunt this unit if more roads are closed.  This may result in better 
post hunt ratios, but will concentrate hunters in roaded areas even more in an already overcrowded hunting area.
I hunted that area 2 years ago and couldn't believe the number of roads. It should help to close a few of them at least during elk season.
I know this for a fact that blactbears and coyotes kill a lot of yearling elk and deer.   I have seen with my own eyes when a cow elk is droping her calf that 
their is a blackbear already zeroed on her before she can clean up the smell of blood. The problem is the predators that know where they calf and they are 
there every year waiting for them to hit the ground.   If you want to cut down on the calf kills bring back bearbaiting and why should a person have to buy a 
small game permit to Kill coyotes.  You guys are shooting your own foot.
I love wilderness hunting, but not everyone can physically access remote areas. My comments above would still allow access for everyone, but it would 
limit long distance shooting. Less animals would be havested by those capable of shooting 500 yards and I feel the survival rates would improve.
I only support this if it is only during hunting season, and during hunting season hunters can use licenced motorcycles to access these roads  if for any 
other reason to help speed the removel of there kill. NO 4 wheelers !!
I see several parts to this problem: 1) Grazing animals in that area, 2) Cougar predation on calves---In two years of in the brush hunting there, I saw no 
calves, but several cows, 3) Cannot prove it, but I think there is a fair amount of poaching there.  Then what will happen when the wolves get there, stop all 
human hunters?
I strongly encourage road closure as a means of controlling exposure of the herd to hunters that refuse to get out on their boots and walk.  The road closure 
would have to include ATVs, motorcycles, and passenger vehicles and would need to be seriously patrolled and enforced to be effective.
I strongly support this option. Closed roads would also effect tribal hunters which is a serious issue that needs addressed.  Local DFW enforcement 
estimate tribal harvest on the Colockum herd of 30-50 bulls a year!!!!  You may not be able to restrict their right to hunt, but you CAN restrict motorized 
access.
I support but senior citizens should be allowed to enter with vehicles TO PICK UP ONLY any down game as they are not physically capable to pack out 
animals for any distance.
I support closing more roads in conjunction with a 5 point and better general hunt.
i support longer seasons on predators, hound hunting for both bear and cougar,the herds will eventially come back
i support some road closures.
I support special qualification hunter methods (youth, A.H., 65 years +, and physically challenged).
I support the closed roads with 'walk in' access, this forces the 'weekend' hunters to not cruise up and down the roads creating more disturbance and 
greater chance of littering
I think if you make people use thier brains instead of thier four wheeler you would not only make the near by farmers happy but increase the survival rate of 
elk without limiting the hunters options. Thus  solving a ton of problems!
I think road closures and restricting ATV access is the most important factor in improving elk herd quality and more importantly the quality of the 
experience. I don't even bother to hunt the Clockum because of all the roads and hunters. If it was closed off to vehicles many people would gripe but the 
herd would improve.
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I think this just goes without saying.  Any time roads can be closed or access limited to disabled hunters, we should do it.
I think walk in hunting or horses should be the only thing alowed.
I think you need to go back to the "Green Dot" road system and the INFORCE it better with higher fines.
I think you should consider closing the roads all summer, off road vehicles are moving the elk out of their normal feeding areas.
I witness entirely too much road hunting in the public areas.
I would support closing some of the logging roads, not the main access roads.
I would support road closures only for a specific time with the certainty of re-opening if closures did not result in stated goal. Try three years.
I would support this over spike only in any area.
I would venture to guess that gas prices this year will significantly reduce the pressure on the animals and that combined with cost of the hunt itself will 
likely prevent as many hunters from being able to make the trip.
Iam disable hunter need the roads open because of disabilities
I'd like to see a lot more road closures during the hunting seasons. There are way to many road hunters out there and or close all hunting until the ratio is 
corrected.
Ienforce the green dot.
If it is before, and after the general season
If the roads are closed for everyone including tribal hunters.
If WDFW choose to close more roads in the Colockum, I believe that would help the heard substantially. Every year I find multiple dead elk along the 
Columbia River. I assume they were gut shot. I usually see people take poor shots when the V-8 sneak didn't get them as close as they wanted.
If we could trust everyone to respect the game laws, closures aren't really necessary. But I suppose they're necessary to curb poaching.
If you close more roads, or make everything special permit, less people are going to be buying hunting tags. Hunters are getting frusterated in this state 
and sales are dropping, which means less revenue. Start making smart decisions and get hunter numbers and good old hunting tradition back where it 
should be.
If you could everyone to abid by road closure rules it would be great, but it doesn't happen.
If you want to have "yearling bull survival" then stop the "spike only" hunts. It's not that hard to figure out.
Im a disabled hunter and I cant get on motorbikes or quad runners to get around. people will still get in there to hunt and I cant!
Im bow hunt in this area and the number of hunters has decreased significantly since this area has went to spike only. you are only allowing 2 big bull 
permits for archery now and in fact it should be any elk if you are going to only allow 2 permits.
In my opinion hunters shouldn't be able to drive roads with motorized vehicles especially if the bull/cow ratio is not being met.  The hunts should be bike or 
hike in only.  This would limit the number of hunters who harvest elk.
incresead road closures increase quality hunting for all
Is closing the roads going to make a difference? Or is this a way to not maintain roads? How about putting more money into what helps the herds and less 
into two wheeled drive expensive SUVs to look cool in.

It has been my experence that to many hunters and other people don't follow the rules as to the green dot roads. If they have a quad they go everywhere.
It is about time.
It is presently very difficult for older hunters to get an animal out. Closing more roads would make things worse. I would suggest opening the roads and 
controlling the heard with permits.
It seems once you close a road, it does not open up again.  You can't keep closing roads.
It would be nice to figure out a "pack out" capability for road use, but I know it's hard to police.

It would depend on how the closures are made.  Areas are sometimes difficult to access already and in certain areas that I have hunted regularly there 
have been many more roads closed thus concentrating the number of hunters in an area for the purposes of camping, etc.  This has the effect of also 
concentrating the number of hunters in an area because they don't want to walk that far from camp if they don't have somewhere they can drive to.  I would 
support limited traffic in certain areas or by allowing certain methods of transportation on certain roads, ie ATV or bicycle or horse or foot.  It has been my 
experience that elk really like to use roads as a means of travel and they are usually not from from them when the habitat is good.  This has held true in E 
and W Washington.  Also, provide GOOD maps of road closures well before the season so hunters have opportunity to scout the access areas.
It would help the survival of all the elk
its about time!!!!!
it's hard to poach animals when you can't drive in there and get them.
It's not going to make a differance as long as Indian tribes can go shoot Bulls whenever and wherever they want to, So why should I be penalized.
Just another tool to make it harder to get around,and discourage hunters from hunting there. If your ment to get an Elk, you will.  This B.S. of closing roads, 
etc. is not going to help hunters I have lived through this were I hunt and it made no difference for the elk, because NEXT you'll let the loging into the area 
and they will make more roads use existing ones and all the effort put into closures and harder hunting back into areas, will be lost. This is what you did in 
the Blues.
KEEP INDIANS FROM HUNTING ALL YEAR LONG
Keep road hunters out I say.
Keep the indians from poaching the animals would make more of an impact.
Keep the MAIN line roads open and them make people walk!  No ATVs make them pack it out.
keep the roads closed during the hunting season but open them for a period before and after to set or collect a camp
Keep the Yakima Indians off the closed roads too. We've seen them too many times on closed roads in their Pickup hauling out whole elk.
Keep trails and roads closed for travel and hunting. I would still like to have access to some acceptible camping areas though. I enjoy the solitude of a 
remote camp a ways off the main roads. I don't need to drive the roads to hunt. Maybe establish camping permits to allow access to some of the areas. If 
you are on a restricted road you had better have the permit on you or pay the fine and loose access priveliges.
Leave mainline roads open and close all dead end and loop roads off of mainline roads.
leave the roads open, limit the amount of people hunting.
Less road access in the more open areas would be a great idea!!!!!!!!!!
Limit the numbers of tags for the areas. Eliminate the "sell as many tags as possible" practice that has depleated the quailty of the big game heards.
limiting hunting access you guys are brilliant! this will make every one really happy. if you did this you better make it wilderness and people might go along 
with it.
Make a ruling to allow longer predator hunting and dogs to hunt cougars and baiting for bears.
make more available for disabled hunters
Make people walk.  It is good for their health.
Make the fine 2000.00 for the yahoos on quads!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
many roads are already of limits and clear cuts are further hurting hunters chances.
MAYBE OPEN IT UP FOR HANDICAP ONLY FOR A FEW YEARS AND THAT WOULD BUILD UP THE HEARD.
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Mor eroad closure WITH habitat improvements are needed
more patrol by wardens in this area would help.
More road closures ONLY serve to cluster hunters into specific areas and diminish the quality of the hunting experience.  It s already bad enough as it is.  
Continued over-population in isolated areas tends to promote the rise of bad behavior amongst sportsmen as they are forced into greater competition for 
limited resources.  If we were allowed to "spread-out" (like in the good ol' days...) everyone could just relax and enjoy the outdoors without having to 
contend with running into another hunter every 100 yards or less!  Think about this: Every year there are more and more road closures foisted upon the 
public and their lands.  The resentment and anger towards the WDFW and constricting policies grows ever higher.  I am convinced that this certainly 
contributes to the rise in "bad behavior" on the part of hunters and those who try to enjoy the outdoors.
More walk in, limit horses and ATV use to designated areas.
Most definatle not, it is bad enough as it is.
must be able to keep all user groups out---see above post
N/A
NEED MORE ROADS CLOSED STATE WIDE
No don't close any more damn roads.
No more closed roads please!
No more roads should be closed, but the roads that are closed need to be marked much better than they are now, and open green dot roads really need to 
be marked better!!!!!!
no opinion
No road hunters!!!!
No. This only helps the hunters that can afford horses, or those that can afford guides. Make these roads foot access only if you make this change. lets 
make it equal for all hunters, not another advantage for the wealthy.
Not familiar with the area.
Note: small off road vehicles are getting out of hand. They need to be severely restricted in some areas.
Now that I'm 65, I don't like the idea of being excluded. I used to go 5 miles back in the bush, but now I don't.
older hunters need road access
on a limited basis

once the roads are closed or you make changes to a unit, the WDFW never change them back to any bull. I have hunted ELK for over 18 yrs in washingtion 
state and have never had the chance to shoot one due to a 3pt I knew they were bulls but no chance to see how many points this is hard for some.
Only a seasonal closure. December - may during calving seasons.
Only during the elk season.  Closed roads are uneeded burden on older bird hunters.  Maybe designated parking places.
Only if closed permanently.  The idea of seasonal closures does not work!
only if the Indians cant drive out there either( see prvious statement )
only if there is a time line on the road closures and not turn it into something indefinate.
Only if we close to all user groups.  Close them to everyone, not just modern firearm hunters.
Only the wealthy and outfitters can get far enough into those areas....
open the roads make it permit only for elk
open up the white river area to elk hunting again!!!!!!
Or how about restricting grazing rights up there. The cattle run up there all spring and summer  eating what would help the elk survive the winters Am sure 
that rancher would not let anyone hunt on his land during the season with out charge and arm and a leg. That goes like most land owner permits.  Only 
those with money can hunt there property.
people with horses are able to have areas to themselves.
Please crack down on Indian poachers.
please do, and then please patrol and ticket law breakers.
Please. This would be great.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Provided tribes obey then too.  But leave some fair options for hunters with disabilities to access the areas
punish the damn indian poachers to the fullest extendt of the law!!!!!
Quads and no enforcement of road rules for 4 x 4s is a problem you need to address. Hispanic poaching as well as native indian abuse should be looked 
at.
Rather than closing roads and access points, restricting the number of hunters allowed in any area seems more productive.
Rather than making permitting more complicated, which it is already undeniably so, please carefully consider the option(s) that increase animal populations 
by making access more difficult for hunters.  I, as a hunter, am personally in support of increased difficulty in regards to access.  Please make some of 
these lazy, obese modern firearm hunters get out of their pickups sober up and hunt for a bit, rather than drive down a logging road looking for an animal to 
shoot directly from their tailgate at 200 yds.
Road closure is good for the heard and good for the hunting community. We need to have our boots on the ground.
Road closurers cause much resentment in the modern hunting population. There should be no road closures unless it is for saftey reasons.
Road closures are a good first step, read the before described idea for limiting access to increase yearling numbers.
road closures are a good tool as long as they are patrolled and closed to both sport hunters and native hunters
Road closures are a proven (and cost effective) technique for helping the herds.  Hunters would actually have to get out of their vehicles and hunt.
Road closures are great for the horseback hunters, of which I'm not one.  They are poor for the average older hunter whose age is getting older every year.  
However, if the closed roads are just side roads, I guess I'd favor that.

road closures discriminate against senior citizens......roads should remain open unless special access could be made available to handicapped and seniors
Road closures do help, but predator numbers are too high in this unit.
Road closures do wonders for elk herds. I have hunted the Saint Helens area for forty years and have seen herds decline in health with increased access 
and grow in health now that roads are being closed. Restrice vehicle access as much as possible. Elk can hold their own if they have places to hide.
road closures year round
Roads aren't killing animals.
Roads open for disable hunters only
Roads should be closed year round to motorized vehicles, not just during elk season.  Keep main lines open, close off branch roads to vehicles.
same as above thanks
See above
See above
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See above answer.
see above statement
See above.
See above.  Need a new bull harvest strategy.
See privious comments
So not close any more roads.  OPEN THE ROADS
Spike only hunting is not a hunting practice that any fair chase hunter should support.
Stop native slaughters from Washington tribes.
Stop the indian slaughter.
Strongly support closing roads and access that protect the habitat of the animals and keep them off of the private land that is not open for hunting.
Strongly support closing roads especially during the critical calving and winter periods.  I have witnessed an incredible number of people camping and off-
road driving around the upper portions of the Quilomene canyon and watched as people tried to get close to herds of pregnant cow Elk that had visibly large 
bellies and the herd repeatedly were harassed and were running around for hours.  This cannot be good for calving!  I have made it a personal decision to 
not play in those areas during calving.    The roads need to be closed to all motorized vehicle use during calving and winter critical periods.    Need to 
reduce human disturbance and improve range health.  All of the spikes I have killed in that unit had no or close to no fat.  Either they are pushed too much 
or don't have quality feed or both.  There are way too long of hunting periods (deer, elk , upland bird) that disturb the herd almost throughout the year.  
Need to let the herd rest more.  The Archery and Muzzleloader seasons are primitive hunts and the success rate should reflect that.  Increasing the 
Support closing logging roads, not main access roads.
support only during Modern Rifle season!! ***The fine needs to go up to 2000.00 $ (two thousand) for peaple useing there quads during huntting 
season!!!!!!*** Im tired of hiking in 1 or 2 miles offroad and almost getting run over by a quad .
Support only if closing of roads is during hunting season and remain open the rest of the year
Temporary change only until herd grows to acceptable size or bull/cow ratio is achieved.
That area already has plenty of closed road, red dot and hiking only access.
That bullet line that has been seen in past years is a JOKE, for game management..................
That goes for four wheelers!
That is a good idea, but will it help the population?  What type of studies is there that shows, closing the road would be beneficial in helping with survival 
rate?
Thats the way it should be
The are enough road closures, and private property to deal with.
the area is way to open with roads,  they need to be shut down more.  you can't get more than a mile from a road anywhere in the area.  closing roads is 
the most effective way to reduce the pressure on the herd.
The Colockum area has always been a place where I hope PETA doesn't do some filming. The road hunting and numbers of hunters is pathetic and not 
what an example of sportsmanship should be. Make it a quality area and make hunters work for their animals.
the more roads  get closed the less people enjoy going to the mountains.  less roads less camping. less camping means fewer youth that have had 
enjoyment in the wilderness, and there is becoming fewer and fewer youth hunters.  it worrys many people i've met about the future of the sport
The North Fork Road has been closed due to purposeful closure in section GMU 340.  This has closed off a huge section on the Manashtash region and 
resulted in hunting pressure being placed elsewhere.  This road needs to be reopened.
The road closures should only be during the elk season and left open for other periods so people can access the land for berries, mushrooms, sight seeing, 
etc.
The road system is fine, just enforce the rules and give more tickets until people get the message.
the roads that are close now are not keeping people out and controling them cost to much I know as I was imployed for one year patroling closed roads for 
ORM and the fruit growers green crow
The roads that are currently posted just need to be enforced. So often I see people driving on these roads, which are posted. Specifically the cooke canyon 
road. Perhaps, a "This area under survelliance" sign would help too, even if it isnt.
The survival of the herd is most important.  Limiting access will increase the survival odds for all age groups.  Spike only may be a temporary fix, but the 
fact that yearling survival is already low, coupled with the naivete of the spike elk may prove counterproductive and result in lost generations.  If the roads 
are closed, they can easily be reopened when the problem is corrected.  It's also more easily applied than changing the criteria for what constitutes a 'legal" 
bull.
the taxpayers own the land you have denied enough access to our land already
There are enough closed roads in this state. Public land vs. public access, two very different things in teh state of Washington.
There are more than enough areas for escapement.  More enforcement is needed.
There are more than just hunters that use these areas for other activities.  I don't support an more closing of areas.  If you close an area for a short time 
period then it will gradually be a full year permenant closure.  Avoid any more area closures.
There are other out door activities besides hunting and closing areas is the last thing we want to do.  You close areas to the public and eventually you will 
eliminate most activity in the area.  Open more areas, not close!
There are road clousures in affect now. I watch many hunters in trucks and 4 wheelers ignore them. Of course I can't keep my mouth closed and I let them 
know they are on a closes road. The worst road where I hunt is the Cook Canyon Road, its a freeway during Archery season. I think the penalty if caught on 
a closed road during hunting season should be costly to the hunter. Lose of license for 2 or 3 years at least, a larger fine that hurts the pocket book 2 or 3 
thousand dollars and maybe impounding the vehicle involved. It really ruffles my feathers when I see vehicle after vehicle drive on these roads. If I could 
and had permission I'd love to install a few cables across Cook Canyon road to stop hunters from using.
there are too many closed roads already. If you take away access you will sell fewer tags and have less revenue
There are too many open roads in that zone... period.
there needs to be more access for Disabled hunters in these areas...
There would be a larger bull to cow ratio if the yakama indians didnt go up there every year and poach so many bulls.  Closing more roads might save the 
herd from the indians but it sucks for older and handicapped people that abbide by the rules.  I think the key is keeping the indians with high powered rifles 
out during the rut when these bulls are most vulnerable.
These roads are used by many people, not all of whom are hunters.

This cuts access to a vast majority of hunters...basically locking the public out of public land is never the answer.  Wealthy hunters will be the beneficiary.
this hurts the disabled hunter
this is a green and red dot road area ..., just inforce that!!!!
This is a horrible idea.  More road closures in NOT the answer.  I would rather see the Department shut down hunting on the Colockum herd for one year to 
give their population a chance to boom rather than closing down roads.  Again, the DNR is doing a horrible job here as well and are not helping the herd out 
by providing more food and habitat for the Colockum herd.  The DNR's solution to everything is to close more access roads.  Their upper Management is 
entirely clueless when it comes to healthy population growth.
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This is a huge way to do this.
This is already in effect outside of hunting season. Elk need places to rest and feel safe, and they usually, given the opportunity seek places that are far 
from traveled roads. If you were to make only a 1x1 spike legal, i would support strong road closures. if you move to permit only, I would like to see less 
road closures.
this is just another attempt to limit opportunity for a few.
this is key
This isn't the problem.  Habitat and over hunting by the modern rifle season. Looks at GMU 249 wilderness area and the population that inhabit this area 
isn't exploding.
This makes the most sense. And perhaps shorten the general season as well.
This program is one of the reasons that there is any kind of success in certain areas.  Our group started this program and we got virtually no support from 
the department but now the department takes the credit.  We told the department then and we tell you know we don't care about who gets the credit it is the 
animials that benefit.  Yes close more roads, but that is not the only answer.
this should be an enforement issue on regulations and bull/cow harvest.... Not cutting off access to public lands
This state already has too many roads closed. I'm sick and tired of not being able to drive to a spot to hunt or fish. I walked over 40 miles this year to get 
my bear. I don't mind walking but when you have to walk 5 miles before you start to hunt it is too much. I'll go to Idaho were I can ride a motor bike on a 
hourse trail.
This will improve the quality hunt expierence and should be applied in more areas.  Too many 4 wheelers in the woods today.
This will need agressive enforcement with stiffer penalties. Lack of enforcement is already a problem with Off road vehicles. This may be contributing to 
survival year round, from ATVs to Snowmobiles.
This would be great. Get rid of the road hunters! There is nothing wrong with making people actually interact with nature to hunt.
This would be more exceptable to hunters. There are already to many road hunters out there. This would allow hunters who are willing to truly hunt in a fair 
chace manner to enjoy better oporunities.
This would help control the Indian hunting population. As long as it was a locked gated road with keys for no one.
This would limit access to older hunters
To many hunters on Quads also.
To many Quad hunters in most all hunting units that allow Quads.
To many roads closed now. The handicapped hunter has no access to forest.
Too many road closures as it is.  As it stands, roads are being de-comissioned all the time preventing the older generation from hunting at all.  What about 
allowing more access to roads instead.
TOO MANY roads have already been closed in this area. All I see in this option is a chance for the NON hunting public to make things harder on us. 
Especially the older andless fit hunters. In the last 2 years you HAVE closed the aceess off of Swift Cr. road to our tradition al camping area ( Known for 
over 50 years as Soo's camp) that we  have used for DECADES due to logging Which is one of the REAL problems up there. How can they escape when 
DNR won't allow it????
TRIBAL HUNTERS INCLUDED IN ROAD CLOSEURES
walkin in never hurt. closing the area down would help or close it
WAY too much access up there - make 'em work!  Maybe formalize the camping areas as a trade off
We do not mind closing some roads, but the walking distance has to be reasonable, i.e., up to two miles?
what about one season and one season only for each hunting method, no late hunts, only the hunt witch mite have to be done for farming control, and that 
should be done by people that put in for permits and them only, they are the ones that spent that little extra,
what about the tribes?
What I support is the road closure system that allows ATV's in certain areas. Idaho is a prime example of correct road closures. I dont mind walking at all, 
but we can not even access so many areas anymore especially as we get older. We have the drive to do it, but not the youth.
What is needed, are gates that block the main roads which are closes, for example at Cooke Canyon road...there is a sign there, but people seem to not 
park, just drive on through instead.
when closing roads the elderly and handicap will be less cappable of finding a good place to hunt
When you close roads off you give the young hunters a huge advantage over the older less mobile hunter.  It is much harder to pack animals a great 
distance as an older hunter also.
When you limit access you also deny handicap and elderly hunter the right to hunt in these areas.
Why is the archery season closed for atlerless if only the bull numbers are low?
Why not make all bulls permit-only in the area?
With limited people hunting cows on closed roads.
Would favor hunters with horses versus the "boot hunter.
Would not help.........
Would support seasonal road closures for calving and summer range areas.
Yes - The less vehicles, the better off the game are. Plus, you should take away the access by 4 wheelers.  I believe in using my legs, unless there is a 
medical reason for it.
YES . more road closures. enforce green dot road system. area 336. stop the year around harassment from quads and motorcycles.
yes better hunting
yes close more roads it might keep poachers and indians from shooting so many
yes if road closures are also for tribail
YEs it is called hunting not driving....
yes ive hunted in road closed units and the hunting seems to be alot better
yes more areas open only to foot traffic would be great, but then the people with horses would get the advantage. So that is a tough one.
Yes on closing the roads, but allowing quads to ride in on the road to retrieve downed game that has been packed or dragged down to the road.
YES YES YES!!!!
Yes,  but do not distroy the roads.  By distroying the roads,  you make fire dangers more threatening.  Also,  if you leave the roads open 1/4 mile in... then 
the hunters can use Mountain Bikes and hand carts.
Yes, and I support this rational in all parts of the state rather than a permit system.
Yes, but at the same time limiting the amount of hunting pressure in areas where the male population is very low.
Yes, however I do think you need to make some accommodation for those over 65 and those with handicap licenses.
YES, I STRONGLY SUPPORT ROAD CLOSURES!!!!!
Yes, if those roads would be accessible by foot still.
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Yes, probably half of the yearling bulls killed in the colockum are shot out the window of a pickup truck or off the back of a four weeler. I dont enjoy hiking 
back to some elk miles from my pickup only to see a fat man smoking a cigarette and drinking a beer loading a nice spike bull into the back of his pickup 
right after he shot it out his window...make elk hunting a true outdoor activity where the hunter has to work for his prize, not just drive around until he gets 
lucky and gets to shoot a bull out of an artificial gun vise created from the side view mirror and door of his pickup....
Yes, there should be more road closures.  I would even try to recruit volunteers to gate some of the roads.  This herd used to be so strong.  It is really sad.  
Do whatever is necessary to bring them back.
Yes, yes, yes! More road closures is the answer. See the previous comment.
Yes. Only if roads are closed to includung tribal.
YES...YES
You have already closed to many roads.
You have to have enforcement staff to ensure compliance.  Many hunters look for loopholes, tear down closure signs, etc.  They prepare their defense in 
advance and then drive into closed areas.  It is a huge problem in Oregon.
you need to start enforcing the road closures that exist now. I am getting frustrated every time I walk into a closed area and have some yahoo drive by me 
on a closed road.
you wont keep the quads out!
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Issue 3:
In recent history, the Colockum elk herd has consistently been below post-hunt population objectives for bulls. One aspect of this problem is 
low yearling bull survival. The post-hunt population objective for elk in Washington is 12 to 20 bulls per 100 cows. The Colockum herd has 
averaged less than 9 bulls per cow in recent years and is not meeting the bull:cow ratio objective. 
A high percentage of Colockum yearling bulls have antlers that branch and fork. By only allowing harvest of yearling bulls with a single antler 
point on both sides, we may be able to improve yearling survival and ultimately the post-hunt bull objectives. 
Other approaches to improving yearling bull survival might include more road closures or switching to a special permit only hunting season for 
bulls, including spikes, for the Colockum elk herd.
Should additional restrictions be added to improve yearling bull survival for the Colockum elk herd?
Do you support switching to limited-entry, special permits for bulls in the Colockum, including spikes, to increase bull survival and meet post-
hunt population objectives? No general season bull hunting would be allowed.
...until such time as there is a reasonable ballance.
3 point minimum would work better.
3 point minumum
3 point ofr better to build the younger herd up
3 point or better
3pt min for all hunters
absolutely
ABSOLUTELY. WE MUST GET SERIOUS INSTANTLY,  AND DECISEVELY; AND NOT LET IT GET THIS FAR  OUT OF "CONTROL" EVER AGAIN!!    
LET'S " MANAGE" OUR RESOURCES, GENTLEMEN; DIRECTLY, DECISIVELY, AND WITHOUT CONS LTING "PUBLIC" OPINION!! (WHICH IS 
LARGELY UNINFORMED, AND OPERATES ON EMOTION, MOODS, AND "FEELINGS"...! WHICH CLOUDS JJUDGEMENT, AND MAKES HASTY, 
UNINFORMED DECISIONS;   LEAVE THE MANAGEMENT DECISIONS UP TO TH E EXPERTS!
Again do it temporary with a written promise you will keep to reopen when goals are met
again if it was rifle season only, but even that may be too rash
Again, I am in support of whatever is best for the herd. I hunt a different region.
Again, the cow permits have been taken away for the last 5 years for archery. Bull permits are down to only 2, yet riffle permits are are still higher. Again, 
more facts, and data are needed. These herds do go to the refuge, but not all. Facts, and data collection process should be analized.
Allow it
also for tribail
Although pressure on the other herds will increase, which will make more people around
And maybe increase cow permits if it is an impoved bull/cow ratio we are after. If overall populations would support this.
archers need more oppertunity for hunting bulls
Are we at carrying  capacity? Winter can  be hard on  old bulls, and on calves.

as a retired District Engineer, i know that many Forest Roads have been closed for game management,but they in fact restrict the public from using their 
national forest for other reasons.. I know that CFR. Regulations under the law, as i had to close some roads for environmental reasons, fire management of 
recent logged areas, or to assist in game department protection of short range reasons, such as so called harassment of game. Now so many roads are 
closed on the maps, that you can not use a vehicles to get to your old hunting spots or your mining claims on file at the court house. It has gone way over 
board, as the National Forest are public lands, to be managed for public use, timber, game habitat improvement and  protection of endangered species..
As above stop poaching and alternate restrictions
As hard it would be for a lot of hunters to swallow (at first) if you could also extend the season for them and thereby better assure of a kill for them, I think 
they would also support it: especially for elk. THEN, if need be, keep those successful hunters out of that drawing for the next year and thereby open it up 
to a new set of hunters. Overall, I would venture to guess, that within two or three years, you would control the herd as you wish to PLUS you would have 
almost all hunters who wanted to participate able to be successful within that three year period (which is better than most open season hunters do now 
anyway).
as i said earlier permit only is good but keep track of how many bull are in the area and give permits accordingly.
As long as it is not a permanent switch
As long as it is not for say 15 tags for the year. Make it reasonable for say 200/250 possible hunters so that people would feel that they have a chance to 
get drawn. It sucks having 6-7 points for big bull and never getting drawn. At this rate a person might only get to hunt big bull in Washingtonn 1-2 times in 
their lifetime. It makes more sense to hunt out of state the way things are going.
As long as the indians can't keep on shooting all the branch antlered bulls that are saved by this regulation
as long as there were a large number of permits issued
As long as those who don't get a permit are allowed to take a cow.
At least until the herd makes a significant comeback.
back to the special permits, it would be nice to be drawn
Before closing the area to permit only, all hunting seasons need to be shortened and all human disturbance needs to be reduced especially during calving 
and winter.    Need to reduce human disturbance and improve range health.  There are way too long of hunting periods from Archery to Muzzleloader, then 
a short but intense Modern, and in addition there is bird hunting and other recreation activities that disturb the herd almost throughout the year.  Need to let 
the herd rest more.  The Archery and Muzzleloader seasons are primitive hunts and the success rate should reflect that.  Increasing the primitive hunt 
seasons to achieve a higher success rate is directly responsible for sustained pressure. The upland bird hunts are too long and cause disturbance to the 
Elk and deer populations.
But is this all for nothing if the Indians keep shoting the mature bulls
But only until the bull to cow ratio is acheived.
But, I support this only if a reasonably large quantity of permits are awarded.  It the quantity of permits is too small, I do not support it.
by doing this it will only put more pressure on the yakima herd,then the problem will become larger and more difficult. road closures will help, the bigger 
question is what is happening to the elk and why.
by drawing not by how much money you can throw at it , and provide at least 1 safe area for elk.
Close all hunting until the population gets to the correct ratio.
CLOSE FOR FIVE YEARS LET THE POPULATION BUILD BACK UP
Close roads and go to special permits only.  This has created prime hunting opportunities in other areas.  We are tired of this spike only game!
Closing this area may be a necessary step, but I believe that area has a significant poaching problem, Fish & Game should consider increasing the number 
of game wardens to control the poaching problem.
COMMENT:  again special permits, increased costs but more revenue to the WDFW.      Are special permits your only answer.
Consider a 3 or 4 point minimum.
Continue to allow primitive weapon, general season opportunities for bulls
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department would not issue enough tags to make elk hunting in the state of Wa even worth buying a tag
depending on the ammount of permits available....
DO NOT LIMIT ENTRY!
Do not support limited entry regulations on public land.
Do something about the Indians killing so many of these elk all year around
Do This For All The Quality Elk Herds.
Do this until things improve and then change back if numbers support it.
do you want less hunters
don't hunt there
Draw to Hunt. To many hunters in the field. Its a 1 or 2 maybe 3 day turkey shoot.  The Elk run around  in circles untill the spikes get shot out. This is not 
hunting
Either let the general season hunters hunt a mature bull once every few years or if the area cant support that then make it a special bull permit only. Spike 
only bull permits are a joke.
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the bulls fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of 
and developed, not raped for the dollars of tags.
Elk hunting in WA is already restrictive enough.  It is not even worth buying a permit any more.  I have switched to Idaho and Montana.
ensure cougar population is in check.
Everytime hunting opportunities are taken away in this state they are never given back.  No wonder tag sales decline every year.  This what has myself to 
chose to elk hunt in another state and Washington looses out on those hunting dollars every year.
Except for the archery season. It's hard enough to get an elk with a bow.
Exclude spike hunting for several years to increase ratios immediately, which will provide 400-800 bulls to the heard per year, excluding depredation and 
tribal impacts
Find a way to work with the Yakama Nation to reduce or eliminate the number of bulls killed out of hunting season by tribal members and I think this would 
help the Colockum Elk herd greatly.
For a set period of time - say 2-3 seasons, then review...
for a short number of years
For all seasons but archery. Why is the archery season closed for atlerless if only the bull numbers are low?
For only one season and reevaluate the herd after that
For several years until herds have rebuilt to huntable status with quality animals--let spikes live and bred and develop herds--take a few cows each year by 
permits and have a better quality herd that way--it's not rocket science!!!!!
for specified number of years, ex. 10 years
Get a handle on tribal harvest by creating, if necessary and agreement with the Yakimas.
Get the herd to a healthy ratio.  If the herd gets to big, just relocate the elk to  another unit to start a new herd.
Getting warmer, This Idea might have the best results looking long term. As an Elk hunter I want to see more animals in the field and right now the 
numbers just aren't there.
go spike only except for drawing for bulls
Go to 4 point or better for all elk areas
Great idea just so long as there are no permit requirements for Cows being harvested during archery season.
great idea,but would like to see westside permits for branch bulls.limited entry
hard to control the amongt of people in that area. unless you do someting like that is done in the mudflow area
have a moratorium on all bulls in this zone, allow cow only permits
Have no Bull hunts for 5 years, then make it 3 point minimum for the general season.  Killing off the future heard stock has never made sense to me. 
Regular season should be 3 points or better. Big bulls are harder to find during the limited season. Bull special permits would allow for earlier/longer 
season.   Increase the cow tags.
History has shown that WDFW only gives out a few permits.  What are your anticipated permit level numbers?   Currently (2007) WDFW only gave a grand 
total of 14 branched bull permits.  What would your total bull permits be.  Lets see the numbers, give some examples.
history shows in this state opportunity lost is rarely regained.
how about a branch antler or better season that would take the focus off the yearling bulls and give the sportsmen more of a chance to enjoy themselves 
rather than searching for the one type of bull that they can hunt.you put too many resrictions on our hunting and fishing already enough is enough!
How many bulls are killed by cars or lack of food? How about shortening the season in that specific area? Back to the original question, has the cow 
population increased, thereby decreasing the ratio? Limited info is provided to make a worthy decision.
how many hunters go hunting alone, that would make it hard to do even, if you put in for a group hunt
how will tribel hunting be controlled?
Hunting is a privelege not a God given right. Sound wildlife conservation is always the answer, not preservation.
Hunting opportunity for the common man would have to be allowed for cows.
I also support the wdfw in doing thier job in managing the elk herd by road closures and keeping tribal hunting completely out you cannot enforce the white 
man only it will only work when the tribe is also put to the same rules as everybody else treaties are as outdated as slavery for the good of the herd grow a 
set and put your foot down . no elk = no job = no revenue
i am all for a better quality hunt, and a better quality animal.
I am fully in support of this proposition.  The reason I do not hunt elk locally is because it is a madhouse with way too many people in the woods.  It's down 
right dangerous, and it's not a pleasant hunt.  Limiting the number of people who can hunt would help the elk herd, and make it a better hunt for those who 
got permits.
I believe that if the Indians were not allowed to hunt in the clockum the bull to cow ratio would be met with in 5 to 7 years.
I believe that tribes (Indian) should have to hunt according to the same rules that all hunters do if we can only shoot spikes then thats the rules! We know 
what happened a few years ago before the season opened and it isn't right.
I believe the hurds are doing good in the area. Archery has very little chance to see much less tag an elk. put more restriction on riffle and muzzle.
I believe the younger bulls are the future of the herd and should be allowed to mature.  No special permit or general hunting should be allowed for toe 
heads, spikes or forked horns.
I completely agree with this proposal, but only for a few years and then see if it is working. No one said you can't change the rules after a few years.  Most 
competent hunters read the regs every year if their hunting the Colockum.
I defer to your biologists.
I do not hunt elk in eastern area
I do not support any permits whatsoever for the bulls in the Colockum area.  These are beautiful animals that should be allowed to live their lives without 
the threat of people hunting them down.  All animals are much more beautiful to observe ALIVE than DEAD!
I do not support ANY sport hunting options because killing animals for fun is unacceptable to me.
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I do support limited-entry only w/ no general season as long as it's clearly called out that x number of years we will revsit if the desired outcome is occuring
I don't believe that current surveys provide a true picture of what the real population is.
I don't support any hunts that specifically target spikes.
I don't support this becouse you still need to controll the populaion. you could consider a limit on the amount of rifle hunting in the colockum. I have one ?  
why don't you count elk in elk horn ranch where alot of these elk seam to be holding during winter months along with elk in the bottom of teanaway that 
herd by my understanding migrate to colockum winter range but havent been for severl years
I don't think this should be the first approach.  Reducing road access is likely to have a significant impact, the longer the hike the more effective--pretty 
simple and also has rewards those who make the effort--seems pretty fair.
I FEEL THAT HUNTING IN THE STATE OF WASHINGTON IS GETTING LESS PRODUCTIVE BECAUSE OF THE LAWS IN AFFECT CURRENTLY, 
WHY MAKE IT HARDER AND MORE DISCOURAGING TO THE GENERAL HUNTERS.  JUST TO MAKE SPECIAL PERMITS FOR HUNTING BULLS 
MEANS THAT YOU WOULD HAVE TO APPLY FOR AND MOST HUNTERS CAN'T AFFORD TO BUY SPECIAL PERMITS, THUS REVENUE WOULD 
GO DOWN NOT UP FOR YOU GREEDY PEOPLE. IF  YOU DO THIS AREA THEN HOW LONG BEFORE YOU APPLY THAT RULE OR LAW TO THE 
WHOLE STATE. THUS MAKING IT A RICH MAN'S HUNTING EXPERIENCE.

I feel the biggerst threat to the Colockum herd is the over harvast by the Yakaima Tribe.  There is a way to control the over harvast of big bulls  by the tribe
I feel the Yakima Tribe is the biggest threat to the bulls in the Colockum area.  Some how control the over harvest of big bulls by the Tribe
I feel the Yakima Tribe is the biggest threat to the colokum herd.  Going to permit only does nothing but hurt none tribal members.  Control the tribe and the 
Bull numbers will come up
I have always believed an alternating system could work and allow more bulls to survive to breeding age. On first year continue as it is or with 1 x 1 legal 
bull description and on the alternative year go to limited-entry special permit. It also could be 2 years as is and 3rd year permit. Use the alternative year to 
allow almost a whole years bulls to survive.
I have applied for a good number of the "special permit" hunts and it can be come very discouraging when you are never drawn. I would rather work harder 
for my bull then to have to rely on luck. road closure will better serve those of the community that want to hunt.
i have heard that indians get permits in this area, i think every one should be on the same playing field, i am 53 years old and have hunted this area since 
12 with my father. we have stopped going there as the quality of hunt has went down. this is a shame as i loved to hunt that area. i hope that something 
changes as i would like to take my kids and grand kids there.
I like it.  Even though it takes away a chance to hunt every year, it sounds like it would be a more enjoyable experience and less like the "combat" hunting 
the areas been known for.
I may not go elk hunting and you may not get my money. I believe there are more bulls there or the number of 12-20 per 100 cows is not a realistic number. 
What is the natural birth rate for bulls vs. cows?
I quit hunting elk in this state also. I hunted in 1989 and was disgusted at the amount of people and the limited areas to hunt. I attempted again in 2001 to 
see if there had been change.  The season was even earlier, there were more hunters, and it was like a battle zone for the one or two elk I saw harvested. I 
support a "Draw Only" for elk in this state. The season should be later and longer, and limited to only a specific amount of hunters. If it were based on the 
point system then everyone would get their turn at a more quality hunt every few years. Right now it is pure chaos.
I see what is going on here.  WDFW is bending under pressure from anti hunting groups
I support a one year no hunt state wide
i support a special permit only elk hunt in most areas in the east for rifle and muzzleloader, and over the counter any elk tags for archery like Oregon it 
works for them and the hunting is much better.
I support closing areas like that, that have these problems for two to three years to help the herd numbers
I support however this limits areas in the state open for general hunting and the colockum is very popular.  Maybe this question should be asked of hunters 
who hunt the colockum?
I support intelligent herd management.
I support it for a couple years, then followup  with an inventory and reassessment.
I support no General bull season allowed.
I support permit only hunting in this reagon for a cycle of 3 years and then re-evaluate.
I support this for a few years to see if it is meeting specific objectives.  One thing you must ALWAYS keep in mind...the more difficult you make it for new 
hunters to be recruited into the sport, the fewer there will be to buy tags and pay the bills.
I support this for the time being we need to increase that heard and help it grow before we reopen it again for a general season.  I do worry about if the 
general season goes away that it will never return.
I support this not so much for the bull's benefit as to improve the hunting experience in Washington.  There is a dangerous number of hunters in the field 
during elk season.  I no longer hunt in the state b/c there are too many hunters and I worry about getting shot!
I support this, but for how long would it be closed?  For a few years until population has gained in numbers?
I think all elk hunting should be managed as special permit for bulls.
I think it is better to just be out there hunting than to just shoot something. This would not allow people who have hunted this all there lives to hunt this area. 
Three point or better allows all to hunt.
I think limited entry will be a fantastic, however how does WDFW plan to enforce the issue.  Give longer hunts to fewer people, to allow for better hunting 
experience as well.
I think switching to spike only would be effective, if in fact there are a high rate of branched or forked yearling bulls in this area. Special permits for bulls 4 
points or higher in addition to the spike only general season would help cultivate herd quality.
I think the Indians would love to see this happen. They are killing way too many big bulls the last few years!
I think the real reason is the amount of cattle that are allowed to free range and destroy the food sources for the elk.
I think there should be special tags for mature bulls in the area
I think this would be a poor choice because we are trying to recruit the younger generations in to this long standing tradition of hunting and if you go to one 
of the most popular places to hunt elk in our state and make it permit only, more and more people are probably going to hang up their rifle and stop hunting 
or take their money to another state. Younger kids are going to lose interest really quick if they can only hunt every five to ten years.
I think this would concentrate too many people in other areas like the Yakima areas.
I think you can meet you numbers with the road closures
I was up there the last two months in a row and saw several elk, numbering into 100+. I saw numerous bulls growing horns, ranging from spikes to 
branched. In my opinion, there is poaching going on up there. I have walked around alot and found numerous carcasses with nothing but the antlers 
missing.
I would encourage youth hunts in all restricted areas
I would exclude spikes here as well.  The only thing that would have to be considered, is that in another 5 years, perhaps include the spikes, as the 
cow:bull ratio meets goal.

Page 55



Issue 3C-Colockum permit only

i would fully support all of these measures, but it is all just a waste because the Native Americans, are taking all of the big bulls anyway and not reporting 
what they are actually taking, so it doesnt matter what you try to do! The only option I see, is to completely close off the colockum for at least a year, and 
try to limit what the natives are harvesting and hope that the damn indians dont kill every stinking bull up there! Like i said, its a waste of time, because no 
matter what you do, nothing will work unless the indians stop taking all of the big bulls. Or, we change the treaty and we all know that wont happen!
I would increase agents in the field pre season. In my opinion, there is poaching that is occuring heavily in the area.
i WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE OLD 911 MUZZLELOADER AREA BECOME A PERMANENT FIREARMS RESTRICTED AREA (MUZZLELOADER & 
ARCHERY ONLY), THERE ARE WAY TOO MANY RECREATION CABINS IN THAT AREA NOW FOR MODERN FIREARMS.  I HAVE EMAILED ALL 
KITTITAS COUNTY COMMISSIONER AND THEIR GENERAL EMAIL WITHOUT ANY REPLY, CERITIFIED LETTERS ARE NEXT!
I would love to see us go to all permit hunting in the Colockum.  If you want to hunt spikes in a group, apply for spikes.  If you want to hold out for a mature 
bull tag, that is your choice.  Either way, the experience and hunt is much nicer when there are not people on every hill and behind every tree.
I would onlky support this if the restriction was lifted once the population was back to the pre-determined bull to cow ratio.
I WOULD ONLY SUPPORT THIS IF THE DEPT WAS ABLE TO COME TO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE VARIOUS TRIBES TO REDUCE AND LIMIT 
THE NUMBER OF BRANCHED ANTLER ELK TAKEN AND THIS INCLUDES THOSE TAKEN ON THE RESERVE.
I would ONLY support this IF the monies for specail permits is returned IF a hunter is not drawn.    I feel the SAME way about deer and Moose.  I'm tired of 
paying out hard earned money for NOTHING in return!!
I would rather see you CLOSE the area COMPLETELY for one to 2 years than have WDFW once again LIMIT our opportunities while sucking out more 
money from us......We can hunt somewhere else for a couple years.
I WOULD SUPPORT IT AS LONG AS IT APPLIES TO EVERYONE, INCLUDING THE TRIBES
I would support it only if the Indians would have the same limited entry.  However they do not have these restrictions, so why should we have restrictions to 
benefit them.
I would support it, as well as a 5 point minimum rule.
I would support limiting the technology more than limiting the hunter numbers.
I would support more restrictions on modern firearms bull hunting because of the easy access and open terrian.  I've been there, it can be a shooting 
gallery.  Special permits for rifle and muzzle loaders may help.  I do not think the success rate for bow hunting is high enough to make a differance.
I would support this if I could be assured that future research indicates that closing the season for bulls is working. If not, I would continue to keep the 
season closed until a sustainable population of branch bulls is present.
I would support this if it is indeed what is recommended by the actual game bio's in the field. If the overall herd is in that bad of shape that the general 
season should be closed then do so. My own experience hunting the colockum for more then 10 years is that there are many bulls there, I think excessive 
access throughout the year and poaching are bigger problems.
I would support this if it were for a limited time only such as maybe a 3 or 5 year plan only then back to a season where everyone would get a crack at bulls 
for a couple of years and then if the numbers fall back down, do the same thing by a no bull general season just permit holders until the numbers came 
back up.  Unfortunately, it seeems in my 20 plus years of hunting and many more than that of fishing, once you the department takes something away from 
the sportsman it is gone for good never to be seen again.  I also firmly believe your organization is run way to much via politics rather than sound biological 
methods.  For instance, after the Feds gave you the power to start culling problem sea lions which are not even close to endangered any more instead of 
spending a 1.00 on a bullett you waste tons of money relocating these problem animals which if disposed of and left in the water column would undoubtedly 
add tons of food to the food chain.  Don't cow tow to radical animal rights groups.  And stop wasting my license money.  The groups you cow to do not give 
I would support this if you opened the area up for more cow permits
If a drastic change is needed, this would seem to be preferable to closing roads.  The input that should be most strongly taken into consideration is that 
from hunters who hunt the Colockum area.
if colockum is changed to permit only it should be 3pt min.
if Colockum is switched to a special permit only unit it should be a 3pt min permit
If evidence proves that this would make the difference.I think that the public should see what evidence the dept. has found that would support this. 3 point 
min. ?
If it is closed to everybody to aloud the heard to grow again. And not be captured and move to supply another area because it was wiped out and not 
manage properly.
If it was for only a few years to increase the population, I would support it.
If its that bad then stop hunting there until the herd gets better.
If necessary, perhaps conditionally for a few years to meet objectives.
If the Native Indian Harvest could be managed better, the bull to cow ratio would recover fine. We, the hunters of Washington, have spent our dollars for a 
chance to draw a big bull tag, and have seen the native indians decimate the mature bull population. Everyone is tired of paying for them. Go back to an 
any bull if this is how it stays.
If the problem is that bad then close the season every other year.
If the WDFW would close this unit to general bull season for a few years that would be one thing, but WDFW seams to allways take away a hunt and never 
give it back. I.E Late muzzleloader ELK!!!!!!

If there is no change in the bull:cow ratio after 3 years, then yes, as Joe Public Hunter, I would support going to an all-draw hunt for bulls in the Colockum.
If this was to go into affect hunting in this area would basicly be a special application hunt. That would push a lot of hunters to other areas. Even though I 
support the changes.
If you are talking cow only by special permit, then this could be a good thing for a season or two
if you go to permit only, other areas will feel the added pressure form these hunters going elsewhere thus causing more kills in other herds and lowering the 
bull to cow ratio in those herds then the problem starts all over with another herd. if you go to limited enty make the whole state limited enty. or just quit 
hunting elk in this area for five years and let the herd manage its self. Look at starting herds in north central washington such as okanogan county were the 
mule deer herds are decreasing.
If you switch to limited entry hunts in the Colockum for all elk the other east side elk areas will be overrun with elk hunters by the hunters who don't draw a 
tag. Bad idea. Unlike with deer, the more restricted distribution of elk in eastern WA creates too much hunter concentration as it is. Additional restrictions 
on one area will just lead to more hunting pressure and lower quality hunting experinces in the other areas.
improve the herd someother way then taking away someones hunting season
In my opinion there would be a lot more bull elk if the Native American hunter would atleast be restricted to his hunting method, like maybe limited to 
archery instead of shooting several bull elk a year with a high powered rifle and making money by selling the elk meat.  Its absolutley rediculous that many 
of us may never get an opportunity to harvest a mature bull elk while this guy shoots an unlimited number every year and if we cant put a limit on the 
number of elk he has the right to kill atleast limiting the weapons he can use would help a lot.
Is it all about the hunters causing the shortage of elk, or maybe cougars, Indians, or free ranging of cattle driving the out of the area.
Is this area open to tribal hunting rights?  If so, then I don't support restrictions.
It appears that hunting should be restricted to spike bulls, but should be considered on an annual basis.
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It has become such a popular place to hunt I have to support this.  In the area I was in (Snebley Canyon) there was at least 350 hunters & they killed all the 
spikes first morning (27) with one more the next day & none even seen the rest of the season.
It is extremely stupid to try and contain an elk herd in an area the size of the colockum allow the elk to establish a herd north of the wenatchee river and 
numbers of elk will increase if you take some of the hunting pressure away from the colockum herd by giving the hunters more options than just colockum 
stop highway advaced hunter elk slaughters and give hunters a good name again very poor choice armed gunmen on a state hwy thanks for the negative 
publicity.
It seems pretty simple.  Stop hunting.  Stop hunting, stop hunting, stop hunting.
It would be nice to see the state get more aggressive in managing the herds instead of managing for opportunity.
It would just leave more elk for the Indians to kill. Talk with you game wardens to see how many elk they kill off just one ridge up there about a mile above 
the game warden shack.
It's not going to make a differance as long as Indian tribes can go shoot Bulls whenever and wherever they want to, So why should I be penalized.
It's the theory of foot in the door, the more you take away the less chance we have of ever getting it back. Plus it puts more pressure on other areas which 
you will destroy in the end. thank you
Just close elk hunting for a couple of seasons in the Clockum and let the herd grow.
Just limit the amount of permits until the management objectives are reached and then re-evaluate the general season approach.
Just moves more hunting pressure into other areas
Keep general season, but make people work harder to get the elk
KEEP INDIANS FROM HUNTING ALL YEAR LONG
Limit the numbers of tags for the areas. Eliminate the "sell as many tags as possible" practice that has depleated the quailty of the big game heards.
limit who can hunt how do you think this is going to go accross?
Limited Entry? No.  Yes I support permit only for the Clockum Elk herds, including any bull, 3-point minimums and antlerless only, indeed, more antlerless 
only.    Perhaps it would be in everyoneâ€™s best interest to not allow any bulls to be taken from this herd for the next three years to provide the numbers 
to rebuild.  But continue to harvest cows.
Maintaining general season areas is critical to all other areas of the state.  If you close the Colockum those hunters will go elsewhere and increase hunter 
density and hunter success in those units.
Make a ruling to allow longer predator hunting and dogs to hunt cougars and baiting for bears.
Make hunters choose what they wish to hunt.  I like hunting big bulls and some hunters want to hunt with their big groups.  I just want a chance to have a 
tag in my pocket and be amongst the mature elk in there.  I hope we can turn this unit around.  It is strange to me that we wen from 96 tags to 16 to 6 in 3 
years, about the time the Native hunters started hunting the refuge road hard.  I guess it is coincidence.
make it 1x1 general season and bulls only by special permits.
Make it 4 point or better and you will have lots of Bulls.
make off season a conservation closer to stop indian hunting . since the elk are not native, the indians have no treaty rights to them . Grow a set of balls 
and quit giving away our wildlife.
Make the area a special permit only area for several years to build up the herd. Then open it as a draw only trophy hunt area after the numbers are where 
they need to be.
May push hunter pressure to other areas?
MAYBE FOR A FEW YEARS TO GET RATIOS UP. BUT SOMETHING HAS TO BE DONE ABOUT TRIBAL HUNTERS TAKING MANY MANY BIG 
BULLS. IF THEY ARE MEAT HUNTING TAKE COWS.
Maybe if it goes hand in hand with spikes only 1x1
maybe try to give out antlerless tags so the bull population would catsh up to the cow ratio
More liberal general seasons in other areas to distribute hunting pressure.  Make access more difficult in the Colockum.
My answer is above on how I feel.
N/A
Needs to be a 3 point or better
Needs to be some distinction between modern firearms hunting and archery for this rule to be effective. I quite modern fire arm hunting due to the sheer 
volume of hunters in areas with elk. Limiting the number of rifle hunters in problem areas will the most effective way to improve elk herds.
Next you'll do away with cow permits , Get away from your desks and go hunting. Better yet If you Game people dont hunt, you haven't got a clue to what 
you are trying to do. You should hire some hunters to run your department, not tree huggers.
no bull hunting for 2 years
No general rifle season.  Allow bow hunting - quite a bit more difficult to kill a bull.
No I do not support this as it limits washington hunters again...simply increase the points for the bulls and you will auto decrease the hunters and the 
pressure.
No I dont agree if your going to close it close it all. As I said before open state wide to keep your sales of tags up.The only reason you are looking at limited-
entry,special permits is to keep the revenue coming in. Be more creative then closing roads and special permits to enhance hunting.
no opinion
no opinion
No permits or entry should be granted.
no spike bulls.
No spikes allowed
No, As history shows when you completly eliminate hunting from a fairly healthy herd it will experience growth in population and a shortage of food and 
habitat.
No.  Enough of the "Special Permit" garbage.  This does not work, and again as much as it pains me, I'd rather see the WDFW shut down hunting on the 
Colockum herd for one year than see it turn into special permit hunting.  Heck, this is what I wish they'd do with Moose.  Stop ALL moose hunting for 2-3 
years and allow the moose population to really explode in this State.  This way the WDFW can issue more Moose tags when the season opens back up in 
a few years.  When you have to issue special permit tags because of a  low population there is a major problem that special permit and raffle tags will 
never solve.
not at all
Not familiar with the area
not the problem  see above
Now that sounds like shutting down hunting to the general public and only giving it to the ones who get drawn.  I do not like the special permit hunt anyway 
so I would never support this.
Only 6 point bulls harvisted till the bull cow ratio comes up to 20 bull / 100 cows.
Only as a last resort, or if you want to convert it to a trophy area. This would restrict the amount of hunters which is nice, but there is more to hunting than 
the harvest. I'm for allowing more people the opportunity to use the woods, but controling the harvest. Why do people buy lottery tickets? There is always a 
chance to win. Same with hunting. If your in the woods... there's always the chance.
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Only for rifle season.
Only if archery cow elk hunts returned!!
only if it applys evenly to all user groups
ONly if it wnet back the time that if you drew for the special permit one year that you would have to skip the next year to open fair and eaqual oppertunities 
for all hunters.
only if the game depatment can get the yakima nations to controll the number of branched bulls they harvest each year.
Only if the herd is in danger.  It may also be a muzzleloader/archery only area.  Or rotate it.  Closed one year, open the next, etch.  Other ideas may work 
better to reduce harvest of bulls or increase harvest of cows...whichever is necessary and reasonable.
Only until the herd reaches maturity.
only until the objectives are met
OPEN HUNTING TO ANY BULL
Open the area to Muzzleloaders only for a couple of years and see what happens to the ratio
Open the hound hunting for cougar and bear in this area.
open up the white river area to elk hunting again!!!!!!

Part of the reasoning behind this is because the spikes only in Eastern Washington was initially established by the game department for a three year study 
for the Colockum herd to increase its bull ratio.  This did not work obviously.  The rules for the Colockum herd was fliped over to include the Yakima herd.  
So I want to know if the restrictions on the Colockum herd would also be imposed again on the Elk herd south of I-90, which is the Yakima herd?
Permit only hunting = very few permits and very low odds for drawing as is the case for most of the coveted permits you now offer.
Permit system is not far as it currently exsists  would like the chance  to explain why.
Please crack down on Indian poachers.
POSSIBLY CLOSE COLOCKUM FOR TWO YEARS. FOR ALL HUNTING.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Restrict hunting ALL herds, ALL Washington areas to hunting seasons. Restrict special groups from hunting during non-Washington hunting seasons.
rifle only
Rifle yes                  Archery no
same answer as above
Same as above keep the indians from taking bull elk when and where they want.
same as above,the indians are taking way to many branch antler bulls in all areas without any rules.
Say good-bye to more hunters.
SEE ABOVE
See above
See above comment.
See above comment...also make the cow permit holders subject to harvesting only cows and not a lucky spike bull...sice the cow season doesnt start until 
the middle of the week after opening rifle season, it would thin out a few of the 8000 plus hunters in the colockum  opening weekend that are shooting the 
shit out of the spike bulls....
See above comments
see above statement
See above.
See above.
See above.  History shows that permit only hunting results in very few permits offerred
see previous statements
Seems from all I hear is that the reason the herd is so bad is that the  Indians are up there doing  as they please. I believe that the dept. of Wildlife had 
best get with the tribes and get there people  under control. This is 2008 not 1868. My dollars I spend every year suport our Dept of Wildlife and  the game. 
The indians should have to purchase a tag and all the same as I do and hunt the season  as I do.
Seems very difficult to manage. Numbers of permits would have to be monitored closely and there is no telling how many bulls may come out of 1 area.
Share the harvesting of cows and bulls.
shorten the hunting seasons and let the population rebuild and you can revise the hunts and selective manage the herds. the mature bulls need to be left 
alone so they have the energy to propagate the herd and pass ono good genetics. see Mexico and chama Ranch. 100 to 100 ratio!!
should probably be like this for most of the state.    Even Nevada figured this out...
shut it down to every two years and then limit the bull permits
Shut it down.
so basically you want to close hunting in the colockum area?
So long as all hunter groups have the same restrictions
someone need to address how many bulls the indians kill.  whats the age class>  does anyone have a harvest report to see what going on.  they need to be 
held accountable just like us!.
Something needs to be done about this herd...current management regimes have not worked and have been in place nearly my entire lifetime.
Sounds better than the first option.
Special permits for a number of big bulls, cows, and spike bulls should be allowed with no general bull season.  This will significantly cut down on the 
number of hunters in the area causing less pressure and stress on the herd.  When it comes to the coveted points for elk hunts, I personally wouldn't waste 
my time putting in for the Colockum.  There are those that don't mind using there points for the meat hunts, and this would be a good place for them with a 
high success rate.  I've gone several seasons in the Bethal and Ellensburg area in spike only areas and have never seen a live one.  It's horribly 
discouraging.  A more limited number of hunters with a higher success rate would be better for all.
Special permits should be for mature bulls.
spike only general season with cow permits and branched bull permits is the best way
Spike only hunt
Stop giving land owners permits to hunt the elk in this area let them have the same rules we have no special permits just there regular hunting license.
stop indian pouching
Stop native slaughters from Washington tribes.
Stop taking the easy way out fellas, its too easy to simply "go special permit only" instead of adjusting antler point restrictions and other management tools.  
Many serious hunters I associate with have simply stopped hunting in WA. all together because of the "hassle" of WA's regs and now spend their 
time/money in neighboring states because of this.
Stop the Indian hunting during the rut!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Stop the indian slaughter.
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stop trying to make hunting only for the rich and privileged.hunting is about the experince,not about who can spend the most money
support spike only general hunt
Switching to a 1x1 and closing easy road access would be enough to help.
temporarly
that is a great idea
That is the best idea the department has come up with I am all for it.
that system just pushes additional hunters into neighboring units then they become more crowed with hunters who normally hunt the colockum
That would be one way to do it but I prefer to see more road closures with the exception of the old folks and the handicapped.
The department should try 1 x 1 point restrictions or road closings first before they try closing the area to general hunting.
THE FIRST WEEK OF THE SEASON COULD BE LIMITED ENTRY TO HUNT BRANCH BULLS AND SPIKES.  THEN HAVE A 5 DAY SEASON OPEN 
TO GENERAL HUNTING...SPIKE ONLY..........THINK ABOUT IT, THIS SCENARIO WOULD BE PERFECT.
The general season hunt has no effect on Bull survival.  When the migrate down in the late part of season a no bull season should be in effect except for 
special permits.  For animal control, cows only.
the howl state draw only like oregon
The indians should not have the same amount of tags as the rest of the world. The WDFW should stand up for the common citizen and tell the state and 
feds that we should all be equal citizens instead of 2nd class. By the way .... I am Indian and I do not approve of special hunting priveleges for Indians. 
America is made to be a place of equals.
The obvious problem then will be condensing hunters in other locarions. I would support a total lotto for Elk period in Eastern WA
The rules have to include the tribes. We need to be under the same rules
The same reasoning applies to the answer here as it did to the question above.  Support for maeasures such as this is going to be very hard to garnish 
from a hunter population which is not confident in the representation of their rights and interests.
The seasons could be similar to the Margaret or Toutle GMU.  Permit only for both bulls and cows.
The spike only hunting in Eastern Washington was established at the time for a three year period to help increase the maturity bull ratio in the Colockum 
herd.  Obviously it has been much longer than three years and the spike only has not helped.  There needs to be something else because obviously that 
did not work.  If this rule was kept ONLY for the Colockum heard, it might work, but everything that applies for this herd is always flipped to the South side 
of HWY 90, which is part of the Yakima herd, and therefore restricts the hunting in the high country for the Yakima herd.
This is just another way of getting permit only hunts established. Which i am greatly opposed. If we go to this kind of season. I will stop buying tags and 
stop hunting.
This is like closing roads, it only takes away from the hunters, even if and when the herd improves, the limited entry will still be there.  Please don't do this.  
Close the area for a limited time, but have a time set when it will be open again.  Don't use elk numbers, use the date set and abide with it.
This is the answer for the Colockum herd.  Too many hunters, too much pressure.  I have hunted this area exclusively since 1992 and I can can honestly 
say I have never seen an elk during the general modern firearm season that is not running.  You could still offer a large number of permits, but if we could 
cut the hunter numbers to 20 to 35 % of the typical quantity it would be better for the hunters and the elk.
this may be a short term solution but I believe to manage wildlife correctly you need to look farther down the road and I believe simple steps like reducing 
access will still benefit the herd and help the department by not getting a black eye from reducing use.  Every time you close a season or restrict 
opportunity the agency gets bad mouthed.  I believe that you can't make every one happy however if the opportunity to use the resource is still there, even 
though reducing vehicle access will upset some individuals the majority will be thankful for the opportunity to walk in and hunt.
this may put more pressure on the other elk areas. I.E. yakima, blues
this might work but then other areas are going to recieve more hunting presure.
this option is my favorite
This should be done only if the 1X1 regulation does not work.  Another possibility is to combine this with giving a larger number of the permits to Archery or 
Muzzleloader Hunters (I am assuming that success rates for Archery and Muzzleloader hunting is a little lower).
This should be your first option because it gives you better control to meet objectives.
this state is special permit happy and it is a depressing answer that doesnt help to solve the issue where its already in place.
This will only limit the hunting pressures since folks will likely go elsewhere to hunt this herd or other herds since they can t hunt this one anymore.  It may 
even drive some folks to stop hunting since the number of permits will obviously be limited.  It would be a great way for people to attain special permit 
points and the WDFW to make some extra cash off unsuccessful special permit applicants.  Tread lightly with special access because it may backfire and 
cause herd issues and hunter anger.  If, however, the limited access had an expiration time frame that hunters could provide input and help reassess 
whether this is working or not, then it wouldn't be a bad idea-like right now.  The special access issues have been true of the Dickey unit on the peninsula 
where some years it is open and some it is closed some years it has permit only.  This may be a functional way to manage this herd.  Open it to special 
permits for certain methods and antler restriction one year and then in following years have a general season or other applicable years to maintain optimal 
This will upset many poeple but the herd will keep declineing if this is not addressed.
This would be fine with me especially if it was suspended if/when the herd started to exceed objectives. If we have more hunters than the herd can support 
then it's your job to limit the harvest.

This would cause increased hunting pressure on other units in the area. in return the over crowding of hunters will continue and would most likely increase
This would help, but I would only support this proposal if it is done without an financial benefit to the department.  Those who apply should be allowed to do 
so without having to purchase a special permit.  All your special permits purchases and the number of licenses that we now have to buy is B.S..  If you 
managed the animials properly as many groups suggested years ago you wouldn't have to keep finding ways to increase revenue.  The only reason I buy 
what I do now is that I hunt with a couple of fiends who have young hunters and it is easy to get them in the woods locally, within a few years we will take 
them to the states that we hunt and then our group will no longer hunt in the state, more revenue loss to you, so be it.
This would just move the Colockum hunters to another unit.
This would then move the Coluckum elk hunters into other elk hunting areas creating a larger concentration of hunters in other areas (that are already 
crowded during modern firearm season) creating more hunter to hunter conflicts.
three years only
Too many of the young bulls are being killed STOP HUNTING for so long
Transplant some problem bulls form urbin populated areas into this are and solve 2 problems at the same time.
Try hounding hunting courgars to increase elk population in these low yearling survival areas.
Unless you are an Indian or a Poacher, getting an Elk in the Colockum area is hard enough. If it was changed to limited entry, Please make no 
EXCEPTIONS for Indian Tags either.
Use Oregon system of limited draw permit for select number of branch antler and the general tag is spike only!
Washington has created some great elk hunting in permit only areas.  Colockum, should go to this!!  Close more roads too.
Watch and see how many our indian friends take during the rut.  No count on the game dept means less hunting for me.
Way too many elk hunters during general rifle--we should make all elk hunting special permit only like most Western states.
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we deserve the opportunity to harvest an elk . furthermore, archers dont kill to many elk so please offer archers improvements in general seasons. we 
enjoy hunting elk and would rather do away with surplus hunts-tribal members harvesting unlimited game than do away with general seasons
WE NEED MORE WESTSIDE UNIT LIMITED-ENTRY
We shouldn't be going to permit only hunts.  Everyone should have the opportunity to go and hunt.  Harvest should be controlled by length of hunting 
season, not by the luck of the draw.
What is the number of successful kills? Then, what was the amount of those animals you do not want taken? There is your magic number. Issue enough 
tags, so the percent of kills is still the same or as close as possible. Just do not make it too small
Whatever it takes to get things going in a positive direction.
Whenever the hunting goes to permit hunting, the permit levels go down and down.  The odds of ever drawing one of these few permits is usually very, very 
low.  Kweep it a general season, but shorten the rifle season and take all the pressure off only the spikes.
White river was closed with this stategy, we lost a huge area to hunt that was close to home that had a very low harvest rate anyway.  Native hunter can 
still hunt all they want, whats the point?
why not make the general season 3 pt or (4pt) minimum for archery elk season and have generous numbers of special permit 3pt or (4pt) minimum for 
modern firearm hunters?
with an increase in anterless tags to be drawn to bring the ratio closer to the desired one
With the increasing pressure on eastern Cascade herds, it seems improving special access permits for the harvest of elk in Washington would be a valid 
strategy.
Would support this alternative for all eastern hunting areas.
Wouldn't this proposal just shift the general season hunting pressure to other nearby units?
Yes I support only until the current population is upto par, or quota.... Then develope seasons for the harvest of the surplus animals by permit only until the 
population can self sustain itself through general seasons
Yes this would be a great idea. Cut way back on hunter numbers, and permit only on spikes. "GREAT IDEA"
YES! YES! YES! this herd is weak and over-hunted. I support draw only hunting and increased opportunity for quality hunting. There are lots of places in 
this state where people can go hunt stronger herds of elk during a general season, places where the elk have more cover. Draw only hunting may get some 
criticism at first, but it will be better for the elk, and people will come around to it when people start getting increased opportunity to shoot some big bulls. 
WDFW has already done this with the deer hunting in much of the clockum. I STRONGLY SUPPORT THIS OPTION! i didn't buy a WA elk license this 
year, but i would if this was a draw only area.
yes,  fewer hunters and more closed area will allow bulls escapement to survive.  and limit the number of hunters.  there are too many hunters with easy 
access to most of the colk. range with roads open everywhere.  close roads, limit access and limit hunters.  i would much rather have a small chance at a 
good hunt without others in the area, than an open hunt for everyone with all roads open.    i'm after a wild experiance when i hunt.  not a party.  not a mob 
scene.  i like to be alone and HUNT.  i'd like to see 4 square mile areas without road access,  not the .5 mile areas we have today.  thanks.
Yes, again if you want to limit the number of kills you must limit the number of tags given.
Yes, but only until the 20 to 100 ratio is met then go back to the way it's set up now.
Yes, I do support switching to special permit, but I hope this applies to the native americans also. Because as long as they keep butchering the elk, bull 
survival will only decrease.
Yes, just go to permit only.  There should be enough hunter success data to build a model that would tell you how many individuals hunting a given area 
should be successful, asside from poached animals.  Would make for better experience for those individuals who are drawn.
Yes, this is a sound management practice IF hunters are the ones that are killing the young bulls.
Yes. Only if it includes tribal
You are asking a muzzleloader to support more limited entry when Muzzleloaders only access is one step away from total restriction.  Open the area up to 
Muzzleloaders equally as much as modern rifle and archery or something along those lines.  You restrict any muzzleloader hunting this area all together.  
There can be several hundred drunk stupid modern rifle hunters in that area during their season.  You let no Muzzleloader hunters in under general season. 
This is about money, not conservation!
You gotta do what you gotta do to meet the objective.
you might want to look at cow permits for management only
You must maintain at least a limited chance to bag a bull.
You need to have all the cow seasons before general bull seasons state wide
You will have to figure out how to control the indians too.  I spoke with a gentleman with 3 branched antlered bulls in his pickup durning my september 
archery hunt.  He shot all 3 of his with a rifle that day.....he said he had tribal rights.
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Issue 4:
Muzzleloader hunter participation is lower than modern firearm and archery, most likely because the opportunities provided are not as 
widespread or as long. 
The average percentage of deer hunters that participated in muzzleloader season for the years 2001-2006 was 6.1% (range 5.0% to 6.8%). 
During the same time period, the average percentage of deer hunters that participated in modern firearm season was 81.2% (range 79.0% to 
83.5%) and the average percentage of deer hunters that participated in archery season was 12.6% (range 11.5% to 13.9%).
How should the Department address muzzleloader opportunities?
Currently, 80 GMUs offer some form of muzzleloader general season deer hunting opportunity compared to 130 GMUs for archery (94% of total) 
and 132 GMUs for modern firearm (96% of total). The Department is considering opening more GMUs in each WDFW District to muzzleloaders.     
Rank the following options, with "1" being your most preferred and "5" being your least preferred.
65%
65%
70%
"Muzzleloader hunter participation is lower than modern firearm and archery, most likely because the opportunities provided are not as widespread or as 
long." RIGHT!!! Your Getting IT! That is why me and my muzzleloader goes out of state to hunt.
3 for all, survey doesnt allow this
65-70%
A "true" muzzleloader hunter has the option of purchasing a ModernFirearm deer tag and hunting with a muzzleloader during the MF general season if they 
really want to have the full range of GMU's available to them.  You should not have to create special opportunities for muzzleloaders, UNLESS herd 
objectives are better met with special muzzleloader seasons.
A combination of more open areas for muzzleloader hunters along with a revision to the timing of the muzzleloader season.  Currently, archery hunters are 
the first group to hunt.  Second come the modern firearm hunters and lastly are the muzzleloader hunters.  Placing the muzzleloader season in the middle 
would introduce the total hunting population into the GMU's in a more gradual manner.  Currently, a vastly larger number of hunters with an incredible 
advantage in lethality have already been through most areas by the time the muzzleloader hunters get their opportunity.  This plan would apply to both deer 
and elk hunting and COULD address other concerns of overharvesting by giving the herds a more gradual exposure to hunting pressure as the season 
progresses.  Additionally, it would give the muzzleloader hunters a more rewarding experience.
a deer tag should alow you to hunt during  bow season,then muzzle loader then rifle.its a system that works in alot of other states.the result is still just one 
deer harvested.special raffle tickets should not need to be purchased,that  once you "win"  you get to pay an additional amount.
A little more maybe 70%
A true muzzleloader hunter would hunt with that weapon during the firearm season, so they actually do have an opportunity if they purchase a deer firearm 
tag.  If I remember right, with a MF deer tag, you can use a muzzleloader.
Abolish muzzle hunting.
Actually allow us to go back in time, and not have to choose a weapons tag. Allow us to hunt with all three weapons, without having to pay $169.00, if we 
are lucky enough to get drawn. I guarentee revenues and hunter numbers would go up, and eveybody would be happy again.
Ad another 5 day's to the muzzleloader season so as to make it worth while to invest it the sport .
Add additional draw permits to encourage muzz. hunters to buy a muzz tag and participate in the draw.  I don't normally hunt the general season because 
of crowding issues, but generally put in for rifle because of more and better permit oppertunities.
Address the issue involving equipment requirements:  Ie percussion cap, sights, saboted bullets:
All GMUs open to muzzleloaders and modern rifle at the same time.
All hunters should be given the same opportunities unless there is a danger to deer or elk herd survival and maintenance.  Muzzleloaders should also be 
given a longer season, similar to archers.  Restrictions placed on the hunter by the type of firearm when hunting muzzleloader renders the hunter to be less 
effective at longer distances, and the hunter must really hunt like an archer rather than taking any shot a scope can focus on.
All licensed deer hunters should have the opportunity to hunt with their choice of firearm during that season, ie. hunt with muzzle loader during that season 
and modern firearm during that season as long as the limit is not affected.  One deer per tag, no matter how it is taken.
All mule deer hunts should be draw but open the whitetail and blacktail units up.
ALLOW 209 PRIMER AND OTHER MORE LIBERAL MECHANICAL ASPECTS TO THE MUZZLELOADER.
Allow a hunter with a tag to hunt all the seasons with any weapon, to fill thier one tag.
Allow a longer general season and add a later season with more GMU's open.
Allow archery hunters to participate in Muzzleloader season.  Most states don't discriminate against primitive weapons choice.

Allow better hunting equipment such as not having to be primative weapons with an exposed cap. Most of the guns you buy are not able to be hunted with.
Allow either sex during early season
Allow fixed power scoped muzzleloaders.
Allow for more Any Elk or Any Deer special permits
Allow for more modern muzzleloaders.  (scopes, 209 primers etc.)
Allow for Muzzleloaders to hunt both muzzleloader and archery
allow hunters to choose multiple seasons per tag. example, use Muzzleloader during its season, if tag is not filled allow hunter to use modern firearm during 
that season.
Allow hunters to hunt with modern Firearm.  If unsuccessful, allow muzzleloader hunting on same "Tag".
Allow hunters to select more than one form of firearm-- i.e: can shoot bow & muzzleloader--you just have to buy both tags.
Allow hunters who have not harvested a deer during the firearm or archery seasons to hunt with a muzzleloader.
Allow hunting in all three seasons with the appropriate weapon and allow only 1 animal.
Allow in-line 209 ignition muzzleloaders, allow scopes on muzzleloaders.
Allow inline muzzleloaders, instead of just flint or precussion cap.  Inline is gaining popularity and will attact additional hunters due to it's ease of use and 
cleaning.
Allow 'modern' inline muzzle loaders to be used instead of only 'traditional' exposed cap muzzle loaders.
Allow more multi weapon hunting licences.  I live on the west side and would love to archery hunt near home and still be able to hunt modern on the east 
side if unsuccessful.  More tags sold, more gear perchased, youth hunters spending more time hunting w/o having to drive as far.  This all equals more $ to 
the state.
allow more special permits in more units not any general seasons
Allow muzzleloader hunting in all but the urban GMU's.
Allow Muzzleloaders to hunt both the Muzzleloader and Modern Firearm seasons with their Muzzleloading equipment.  They should not be allowed to hunt 
the modern firearm season with a modern firearm though.
allow optics and copper sabots
Allow optics to be used along with copper sabots.

Page 61



Issue 4A-ML Participation GMUs
Allow rifles to use 209 primers.  It is difficult to find a good muzzleloader that doesn't use 209's.  Consider allowing scopes on muzzleloaders.  You would 
see a great increase in muzzleloader yags.
allow the new muzzleloaders with 209 primers, which most states allow
Allow the use of 209 primer, because thats what most companys make
Allow the use of optics to be used on muzzel loaders. And allow the full advantages of the modern muzzel loader to be used.
ALLOW THE USE OF THE NEW GENERATION OF MUZZLELOADER RIFLES WITH SCOPES.
allow us to purchase multiple weapon/season licences  (WITH OUT GOUGING US FINANCIALLY )  no matter what the season(or weapon) once you have 
harvested you animal your done for that species
Allow use of inline muzzleloaders and 209 primers.  Keep restrictions on optical sites etc. to limit range.
Almost if not every muzzleloader unit is preceded by an archery hunt. Offer units for muzzleloader that do not have a preceding hunt by either archery or 
modern firearm.
also allow the use of the concealed 204 cap style guns, these are more acurrate and perform better under weather conditions in Washington state. This 
type of firearm is allowed in most states across the country.
Alternate years - every 3 years Units will be open. This will opening past closed units and make it more challenging for the hunters.   Open 1/3 of the units 
this year, then next year open the other 1/3.  etc Never allow the same hunters to hunt the same units every year.
Although there are less muzzeloaders the one's that I know are very effective and get more succesfull every year. With today's muzzeloaders they are 
actually shooting  single shot rifles and I think giving more oppertunity would come at the expense of modern rifle and bow hunters.
Another option to consider is that one may take a deer with bow or muzzleloader and a second with modern firearm.
Any deer no pt. min
Any increase in muzzleloader opportunities would be good for the sport.
Archery equipment has become nearly as effecient at killing animals as muzzeloaders.  I believe archery hunting should be scaled back to allow more 
muzzeloading.  Archery hunters seem to be having huge impacts on locally small herds of elk in the Northeast corner of the state.  This should be 
addressed as part of the problem.
Archery gets the most preference.  They also WOUND the most animals, and have the least sucessful game retention rate.  Muzzleloaders are the bastard-
child of the state.  Give them a chance to hunt!  Take some away from Archery.
Are the muzzleloaders unable to find places to hunt? Is there a large enough group to warrant more hunting time and space? I am not a muzzleloader.
around 70%
As always, people prefer to use their own devices. This should be allowed, during hunting season. -HOWEVER-  IF it is a general season, ATTIRE must be 
worn for visibility.  Modern requires orange, so modern SEASON should require orange, even for muzzleloaders during this time.  Special Muzzleloaders 
season could go camo with no problems.
as long as the season run at the same time you could make it all the same
as long as this didnt restrict or change other seasons i would be supportive
As we get more populated more closed areas should be opened for Muzzleloaders.
Attract muzzleloaders by providing "quality" hunting opportunities - for example, special permits during the rut.
Base it on the number of hunters in each group
Because of the sophistication of current muzzleloaders, have them hunt with the modern firearm season.
Being from Pacific County, I have seen the areas that we can hunt with a muzzleloader dwindle and given to archery.  Bear river unit is across Hwy 101 
from the Long Beach Unit.  When our herd or animals cross Hwy 101, our hunt is ended.
better season would be nice each game management unit is different it is hard to say what is a good idea
By overlap I am assuming that the units are open for both weapon types but the timing is different.  As a muzzleloading hunter, I have no interest in 
competing in the woods with modern firearm hunters.
Change muzzleloader definitions
Change Muzzleloader Regulations to allow 209 primers. When looking for a new Muzzleloader the only in-line sold now are the 209 primers.
change muzzleloader regulations..allow other bullets other then lead..allow 209 ignition..allow scopes on muzzleloaders.I will not hunt muzzleloader in this 
state till these regs are changed
change the laws of the type of muzzleloaders and allow scopes and you will see a big change
change the laws so a hunter may use modern muzzleloader equipment
Change the muzzleloader rules so they aren't so antiquated and restrictive.
Change the present muzzleloader requirements such as the use of in-line rifles and sabot bullets.
Change the requirements from open sights to scopes so the people that can't see open sights can hunt the muzzle loader seasons! There are a lot of 
people my age that can't shoot open sights because of poor vision.( viually impaired in wac 232-12-828 is so absurd , that I sold my muzzle loader and went 
back to modern firearms!)
Change the restrictions on muzzleloaders. Allow modern muzzleloaders with sabots and scopes. You'll see how fast interest in muzzleloaders grows, 
without doing anything else.
Change the restrictions on what type of muzzleloaders that can be used.  The types that are offered compared to what the state will allow, has kept myself 
and others from hunting with a muzzleloader.  Why not offer a 2nd antlerless tag for the East side to modern firearm hunters to hunt with a muzzleloader, 
this way, you can promote this type of hunting.
Change the timing of the season.  The way it is now it is hard to muzzleload hunt both deer and elk.  The dates coincide with each other in central 
washington.  So you have to choose one or the other.
Change timing of muzzleloader seasons in GMU's to later than earlier.  Many private landowners in GMU's that are open for muzzleloaders don't allow 
access because rifle season opens the next week.  They are afraid of too much pressure on thier deer herds or scaring off herds off thier property.
Close all muzzleloader seasons
Close areas in each district to modern firearm and open muzzleloader and archery only seasons as the alternative.  The Pearrygin or Alta units would be 
good places to start.
Combine modern and muzzle loader seasons. Just give the choice of firarm usage.
come on! Muzzleloaders are currently the most successful user group. Do they really need more opportunity? What is primitive about a weapon that is 
deadly at 200yards?
Comment-modern muzzleloaders are not really primitive anymore and they have nearly an equal advantage as modern rifle and get better seasons.
Confusing question.  I thought is now permissible to hunt with a muzzleloader during the general season as long as you have a muzzle loader tag????
consider "one hunter one buck" option to provide more opportunity.  Issue a deer tag, let the hunter hunt all three weapon seasons, unrestricted, in order to 
fill the tag. No more "multitag lottery"
Consider how it would affect your management objectives and then make an informed decision.
Consider making the license "any weapon" for deer.  I currently hunt modern rifle for deer but will not invest the money in a whole new set of gear(black 
powder rifle, etc.) that will take some time to get proficient at using and then have reduced hunting opportunities.  If there was an an weapon option I might 
choose to hunt archery in early Fall, modern or black powder at another time depending on seasons or conditions.
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Consider swapping some units back and forth from archery to muzzleloader. A prime example would be units 127 and 130.
Continue not to allow the use of optical equipment (scopes).  Don't allow high tech or modern muzzleloaders.
COntroll the Riffle hunting, I believe anyone can go out and shoot 500 + yards. What skill is that. Sit in camp and shot! Come on. It's hunting.
could care less
crate more permit opportunities for muzzleloader to take a buck in early october or late december
Create limited entry opportunities for hunters to hunt during the rut in a percentage of the units.  The hunts are far more enjoyable when it's not 90 degrees, 
and nearly impossible to stalk.  Our firefighters would also enjoy not having a ton of hunters in the woods during the early fall when most areas are so dry 
that we risk causing costly fires.
Currently in Washington State, Modern Firearm hunters can hunt and access more GMU's for general season.  I feel that Muzzleloader hunters should 
have more hunting area opportunities than Modern Firearm hunters due to the primitive nature of the hunting method.  I personally hunt with Modern and 
muzzleloader depending on the season.  I have been dissapointed in the GMU's available to Muzzleloader hunters and feel that muzzleloader hunters are 
more restricted than Modern Firearm hunters.  This seems backwards to me.  Modern Firearm hunters should have a more limited access to GMU's.  We 
should manage some GMU's that have a healthy population of animals for trophy hunting for primitive method hunters.
decrease the amount of pressure to all types of hunting, open a standard season limit some areas to muzzleloader, some to bow and some to any weapon, 
stop the pressure let the animals recover stop hunting past November 30
Decrease the season length for modern firearm while increasing the number of units available for muzzleloaders.  This should make muzzleloaders more 
attractive and help distribute hunting pressure more evenly.
Designate some game management units for muzzle loader only, or open some areas in conjunction with archery season.  I live in Mason County, in 
Matlock and hunted mainly in the Satsop (651).  I hunted muzzle loader deer for more than 10 years, rarely saw a buck, and then at a dead run.  The 
muzzle loader season is after archery, rifle for deer and elk, and then late buck.  The deer are spooked, the weather is poor, and opportunities for a buck 
limited.
designate specific areas to muzzleloaders.. archers.. firearm and not have the poor animals run thru  3 seasons
Differeniate the blacktail, whitetail and mule deer opportunities for muzzleloaders.  Western Washington is condusive to muzzleloader because of the close 
quarters and stealth involved.  It is a true opportunity for "classic" hunting as opposed to open country 300 yard shots for mule deer.  By all means, keep 
modern and muzzle seperate on their seasons.
Do away with muzzleloader only hunts. Allow muzzle loading hunting during regular rifle open season.
Do not open any additonal late seasons, they promote party hunting and cheating.
Do not overlap w/Archery season or reduce Archery Tags.  If necessary, reduce modern firearms tags and over lap w/modern firearm season.
Don't approach the situation with an "all or nothing" solution. Use game population science and harvest data to open more areas where the animals can 
sustain the added pressure, stress and mortality.
Don't have a muzzleloader season the week before the regular season.
Don't sacrifice archery time for something else. Success rates are low as it is for archery. If you reduce the modern firearm kill(higher success rates) it 
would be more effective in escapement numbers for deer/elk.
due away with muzzleloaders and have archery and modern firearms only

Due to the bullistic performance improvements that have been made over the recent years I would say that modern muzzelloaders should hunt during the 
general modern firearm season. I would be OK as an archer to allow flintlock and round ball users to hunt during the archery season with some restrictions.
During the season allow Youth hunters to harvest a doe.  With this buck only, youth hunters are losing interest and I don't blame them.  While hard enough 
to get a buck, season after season of seeing doe and not being able to harvest is frustrating for these young kids.
Early season much to warm and dry.  Would like to see a few more units opened up for late season  hunts. This could possibly help with doe issues and 
would be nice to see big buck permits as a bonus.  We still have range and hang fire issues, but maybe could reduce rifle season pressures if there were  
more oppotunities. ( Guy's like me. )
Eliminate archery altogether.  It is an entirely irresposible method of taking game as practiced by most archery hunters.
Eliminate muzzleloader season all together as the traditional firearm standards are not adhered to nor can they be monitored and enforced.  I see most 
muzzleloader hunters using capped primers which is nothing more than a modern rifle.  They can hunt with this weapon during the modern season.  They 
also have been able to hunt before the modern rifle season and this is not fair access to the season.
Eliminate muzzloding season.
Eliminate separate muzzleloader seasons.  Should be 2 seasons, archery and firearm.
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the bucks fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of 
and developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Eliminate the percussion cap requirement to allow 209 primers and other popular muzzleloader configurations.    Increase antlerless harvest opportunities 
via general seasons or special permits.
elliminate muzzle loading seasons all together as in other states. They can use their muzzle loaders during firearm season. The muzzle loaders are being 
given too much of the best seasons already for their limited numbers. The seasons are forcing more people to use them.
encourage more participation by offering better special permit choices for those people wanting to hunt with a muzzleloader. the main reason some people 
don't use a muzzleloader is because of the limited opportunity that is available to in their given hunting areas. also the restrictions on the muzzleloader 
equipment make it more burdensome to use given all of the new muzzleloader equipment that is not currently allowed to be used.
Equal time and units! they should have the same units and time as modern and archery!
Equalize MuzzleLoading and Archery Hunting opportunities to have simular length and varities of areas. Do This even if it means reducing Archery 
opportunities!
Establish Muzzleloader seasons (same 58% GMUs) to run concurrently with Modern Firearm seasons
Even things up a bit.  You have us choked down so much that there are to many hunters confined to available areas.
Ever since general muzzleloader seasons were opened in wide-open mule deer areas, we have noticed declines in the buck to doe ratios and mature 
males.  Consider banning in-line muzzleloaders or shortening the seasons to allow for improved escapement.
Every hunter must have equal access to every hunt.  Stop segregrating hunters acording to the method they use to give special hunts to special hunters.  
Washington is using discriminatory practices to segragate hunters into elitest groups.  Muzzleloaders seperate hunters by ballistics or open sights and 
comes at the expense of other hunters.
Everybody I know said they quit muzzle loader hunting because of the short seasons and not necessarily the lack of areas to hunt.  I don't really care too 
much about this issue so don't have anything to say.
expand the parameters of legal muzzleloader equipment to include scopes and jacketed bullets and 209 primers if deemed necessary have some primitive 
only units.
Extend dates of hunting to provide more opportunities. Open ML to any deer in certian GMU's where the populations are heavier, or are on privately owned 
land. ML are typically safer hunt method in close range type situations.
Extend the season in the GMU's currently open to muzzle-loaders
Extend the seasons to be longer.
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Extended / later seasons and more special permit hunts
Extended / longer seasons and more late / special hunt opportunities for mussle loader only
Generally muzzleloader areas are close to high population area's, where it is very diffucult to find suitable land to hunt, need to open up GMU's that have 
available huntable land.
Give a few more late Buck permits in good migration areas. Im not a muzzeloading hunter but would consider if there were some late tags available
Give greater incentive to hunt muzzle loader by giving longer seasons, a second doe tag over the counter purchase option for areas that support with high 
deer populations. Also legalize the in line 209 primer on new muzzleloaders, especially in western washington, where keeping powder dry is a problem. 
Also allowing scoped sighted muzzleloaders. Any thing that makes a clean and efficient kill more likely is a benefit to the sport.
Give muzzleloader hunters a longer early season that does not overlap early elk.  It is hard to concentrate on both species at the same time.
Give Muzzleloaders 25% of GMU's for activites
Give muzzleloaders a separate deer season in Eastern Wa.  It is the only user group with no separate deer season.  As a result we must hunt deer and elk 
at the same time.  There is not enough days to hunt both therefore we must chose which one to hunt.  Not fair.
Give muzzleloaders more areas to try that acutally have some animals in them at the time it is open.
Give Muzzleloaders more special seasons in select GMU's. Most hunters will migrate to the weapon that grants the best odds to harvest the quality level of 
animal they desire.
Give them a couple of new special hunt opportunities.
give them the same as modern firearm ,especialy the west side as most game is killed at close range.
give them the same as the modern firarms
Give them the whole state.The user groups should share an equal amount of the harvest for both bucks and does.If they represent 6% of the hunters they 
should have seasons that allow them 6% of the buck harvest and 6% of the antlerless harvest. Same for the other user groups
GMU's available to muzzleloaders has never made sense.
GMU's that have both a elk and a muzzle loader season should start on the same day and there should be more of them in the state
GMU's with high density of Does and GMU's in urban areas should be an any deer muzzleloader season only.
Go back to "primitive" muzzleloaders, pre-1870s design, open hammer, iron sights, only and give them a piece of the archery action.
Going back to letting everybody hunt every season that they have a weapon for would be good too. I drew the all weapons deer tag last year and enjoyed 
the deer hunting in the snow with my muzzel loader the most due to the conditions last year. Hunted both modern and muzzel loader and didn't kill a deer. 
Shot at 2 nice bucks with the muzzel loader though. Missed. Oh well! You still can only harvest one deer and it would spread the pressure out. People still 
only have a limited amount of time they can hunt. Vacation etc.
GRANTED MUZZLELOADERS PAY THE SAME FEES AND WOULD EXPECT THE SAME OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE GMUS.  THAT BEING SAID 
THEY HAVE MORE OPPORTUNTIES BASED ON LONGER SEASONS AND EITHER SEX IN SOME AREAS.  SO THE EXPECTATION OF MORE 
GMUS IS UNREASONABLE.  THAT IS UNLESS MODERN FIREARM WILL BE ALLOWED TO HUNT FOR EITHER SEX IN A LONGER GENERAL 
SEASON.
Harvest numbers need to be used.  Muzzleloaders are much more effective as primitive weapons than archery equipment, and the opportunity should be 
reduced accordingly.  Modern firearm hunters should have less opportunity than muzzleloaders.  Modern firearms hunters, because of their numbers need 
to be reduced in # of days.  If muzzleloader GMU's are increased, would # of days be decreased to ensure equal harvest opportunity?
Have a Jan. season
Have an additional muzzleloader season after the general deer season in the gmu's in each district.
HAVE MORE DRAW ONLY LATE SEASON MUZZLELOADER TAGS, USING THIS AS A FORM OF HERD MANAGEMENT INSTEAD OF A GENERAL 
ANYONE CAN BUY A TAG SEASON.
hAVE MORE LATE SEASONS OPEN
Have more permit opportunities for hunting deer and elk
have one season and chose your method of choice
Have the muzzle loader and archery areas in COMPLETELY different places away from the modern firearm locations...It is not fair to have them competing 
in the different types of hunting styles in the same places...
Hello, they only represent 6% of the hunters.
Hold muzzleloader hunts late in the year. Allow unsuccessful modern rifle hunters to buy a license for late in the year and restrict them to legal muzzle 
loaders. This allows a better chance of success and the Department can target surplus animals late in the year.
hopefully the muzzleloader seasons will not overlap modern rifle seasons
How about allowing you to hunt for Does with a muzzle loader if you are not drawn for a special permit.
How about leveling the killing field and reducing hunters to hunter against animal--no weapons--then let's see who is really the superior animal.  The 
animals don't stand a chance against human beings.
How about you make muzzlloader seasons longer while opening modern sesons  (Deer AND Elk) a week later
How bout don't manage hunter so much and do some game management. Yes I see in school you can manage hunters, game, and land. That was evident 
in your last question that is what you were taught.  100% is possible if harvest is post rut instead of prerut. Ya think about it, it works.
How much pressure can the animlas take?  Make some zone Archary and muzzleloaders only and creat a special draw permit in thos zones for rifle 
hunters......
Hunters can use any type of weapon during the regular "General" season as it is now.  No special seasons for any type of weapon
Hunting oppurtunities for all weapon disciplines should be identical across the board.
Hunting with a muzzler is no different than using a single shot rifle with open sights.  They get too much preference as it is!
I am all for increasing the land base that muzzleloaders have access to however, only if this can be done without increasing take beyond what the resource 
can handle.
I am in favor of increasing the number of units available as much as possible, but this should include the early and late seasons, as well.  In 2007 I went to 
eastern Washington to hunt mule deer during the late muzzle loader season for the first time. We hunted in GMU 382.  The large block of private 
timberland was closed, ranch land was closed and managed as a hunting club, and all but a couple of sections of public land could not be reached without 
going through closed areas.  I expect that some hunters would make the same arguement about wester Washington, although I live in GMU 504 which is 
one of the late season units.
I am not a Muzzleloader
I am oppposed to the modern muzzleloader rifle technology that makes a mockery of what muzzleloader hunting should be - using traditional 
muzzleloaders.
I assume you mean general muzzleloader deer season, not the general rifle season. When you allow too great an opportunity to muzzleloaders, then the 
deer population will drop.
I beleive that more opertunities need to be opened up. The early season for deer and elk when they over lap the first week in October needs to be extended 
to encompass the last week of September as well. Also fo the Far northeastern corner of the state. GMUS. 117, 111 and 113 should all be open for late 
season.
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I believe a large portion of the problem is the hunting seasons that go on "for ever"  with archery, black powdered, modern firearm, youth, handicap, etc.  
This is exerting too much pressure on the resource and causing it to decline.  One four week season with the hunters split into 2 groups of two weeks each 
would better serve conservation of the resource.  No separate seasons for different hunting methods.  One season, period.
I believe everyone including archery should have all the same opportunities as what the modern firearm hunters have available as far as GMU's go.
I believe that muzzleloader opportunities are there if people want them, but the fact still is that it is much easier to harvest a deer with a modern firearm.  I 
hunt with a rifle simply because the season better fits my work schedule.  If I had more time to hunt in early October I would no doubt use the muzzleloader 
season, due to the fact that there are less people.
I believe that muzzleloaders are just not as popular as modern firearm, therefore we need to maximize hunting for modernfirearm first.  We need to look at 
this on a GMU by GMU basis if harvest is still available after modernfirearm and archery open that GMU for muzzleloaders, if it is not available don't open 
for muzzleloaders.  Don't make it a hard % of GMUs/district just look for places that it makes sense to increase opportunity.
I believe that the department said previously that they were trying to split the hunting evenly among weapon types, but it has obviously not been done!!  I 
believe that muzzleloaders should have EVERY available unit open if it is open for archers or modern firearm and for the same number of days.
I believe that the rifle hunter should be restricted and the season shortened and muzzle loader and archery seasons should be expanded and extended to 
to imporve the success rate for these hunters.
I believe that thing that would attrach more hunters to muzzle loading, would be to have special hunt times (especially late in the year, during the rut, and 
when there would be snow), where only muzzleloaders could hunt, and not mix it in with modern firearms during the general season.
I believe that with current modern muzzle loaders that their season should run concurrent with Modern firearm.  Either that or muzzleloaders should be 
restricted to flintlock or other ignition systems that are open to the elements.  I also believe that many muzzleloader hunters wound to many animals by 
trying to shoot even in excess of 200 yards.  My son in law shot an elk in gmu 130 last year that had three muzzleloader slugs in its body and the 6x7 that 
weighed 950lbs yielded about 45 lbs of meat because of spoilage caused by the slugs.
I believe the early seasons have increased trespassing.  Having concurrent seasons might help as there are more "eyes and ears" out there to address 
violators.
I believe the seasons should be concurent or close to being the same for muzzleloaders and modern rifle.
I believe we need to have areas identified muzzle loaders only the same for archery and modern at the same time these seasons should not overlap and 
they should not stack from one two another with constant pressure however i do believe in the purchase of multi use tags
I could support more opportunities for muzzleloaders if the WDFW would change the current restrictions on the type of muzzleloaders allowed.  I do not 
want to see more animals wounded.  I think the current muzzleloader standards discourage many hunters who want to make clean kills and not wound 
animals that get away and die.  There is more surety of killing shots with modern rifles at the present time.
I could support these provisions as long as it did not hinder other hunting method seasons because it would not be fair to cater to a tiny percentage of 
hunters if it restricted the vast majority. Otherwise I think it would be great to give muzzleloaders more opportunities
I don't care for the idea that the muzzleloaders get to hunt so early and for so long before the rifle hunters. When we get in to hunt most times very few 
animals left in the area. For once let them hunt after we do.
I don't feel that muzzleloaders should have special seasons. With scopes and other technology the effective range has increased to 250 yds. How is that a 
primitive weapon? When these seasons were instituted the effective range of a loader was a 100 yds. Let them hunt all the modern firearm seasons with 
some special permit hunts and call it good. It's time to call a spade, a spade. If there weren't so many fish & wildlife people that were muzzleloaders it 
probably wouldn't be an issue. And if percentages of hunters that use loaders is so small, why are we even worrying about it?
I don't hunt muzzle loading season because the seasons do not offer the opportunities that fit my schedule.
I don't hunt muzzleloader but I do appreciate the downtime of the hunter pressure.
I don't like having to choose a weapon.  Decide when each weapon can be used and allow the hunter to use any weapon he chooses, including multiple 
weapons in the same year as long as they are used according to the dates and units established.
I don't muzzleloader hunt there for I should not comment
I dont see any need for change for the muzzleloader deer season.Offering more GMU's for elk could be beneficial
I DON'T THINK YOU HAVE PROVIDED ENOUGH INFORMATION TO JUSTIFY ANY CHANGES ONE WAY OR THE OTHER. HOW DOES THE 6% 
COMPARE TO OTHER WESTERN STATES? WHAT'S THE RATE BEEN OVER THE LAST 30 YEARS? HIGHS AND LOWS?  YOU SAY `MOST LIKELY' 
BUT HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE HUNTERS TO SEE EXACTLY WHAT'S HAPPENING?
I don't understand the concern.
I don't understand what the issue is.  6% of hunters have most units open.
i dont use muzzleloaders at this time
I feel it should stay the same all the hunts are premium hunts during rut times
I feel that we should be able to hunt all 3 seasons as it is in most states. The money that would come in from the additional hunting opportunities would 
probably almost double the license monies collected for hunting licenses and tags. The same tag system would be in effect but the hunters would have to 
buy licenses for all 3  methods perhaps at a discounted rate. After the 1st couple of years you would see the monies collected level out because interest 
would drop but it would keep your most avid hunters in the woods for longer periods thus helping you in many ways; from litter and vandalism control to 
helping keep an eye out for poachers. Most avid hunters that I know are highly ethical and help in these areas any time they are in the woods!
I feel that whenever you can wean firearms hunters to either muzzle loader or archery it is in the best interest of the game hunted.  I own and love shooting 
many firearms, but they are too efficient for todays general season hunting.  Short range weapons with less efficiency are the future for increased buck and 
bull escapement while maintaining open general seasons..
I feel there is ample opportunity for muzzle loaders as it is. It is a matter of choice of weapon, ease of use, etc.
I have had tags in Idaho that allows you to hunt with any weapon and I have in this state aswell, with weapon seasons.
I have hunted deer and elk in many states with bow, muzzleloader and firearm.  Hunting with a muzzleloader with todays technology is no different than an 
ethical hunter with a single shot rifle.  Muzzleloaders should get some special seasons, but just treat them like a rifle hunt.

i have hunted with a muzzle loader for 10 years now, it really upsets me to see these new fancy never miss fire inline pellet dropping muzzle loaders in the 
field that can shoot 200 yards right out of the box,,, every hunter i have talked to in the feild that has one tells me its like hunting with their 30-6,  they would 
hunt muzzle loader if they had to use flint or precusion cap type muzzle loaders, i can see how can these muzzle loaders be called primitive wepons...
I have no opinion on muzzleloader hunting.
I hunt elk on the West side with a muzzleloader. I am forced to hunt with a modern rifle for mule deer on the East side because the seasons are at the 
same time. This might help explain your 6.1% participation for muzzleloader deer hunters. If given the opportunity the participation would increase.
I hunt modern riffle and do not have an opinion.
I hunted with a muzzleloader for the first time in 2007. I spent a lot of time in the woods, and had a few excellant opportunities to take a cow. However, the 
challanges presented while using a muzzleloader prevented my success. Wet caps, not close enough, not a long enough season, etc. I feel muzzleloading 
opportunities should be greatly expanded and without penalty during the other seasons. If a guy wants to try his luck at muzzleloading, is unsuccessful, and 
then wants to pick up his rifle, why shouldn't he be able to? Who cares what you take your animal with and when you take it?
I know it decreases the odds of bagging a deer but  to me it seems that hunting should be very limited during the rut.  Wait later in the season when all the 
does are bred.  I know that wouldn't be popular .
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I know the state talks about fair share opertunities for harvest but with the rifle hunters taking better than 75% of the harvest state wide why are primitive 
weapons where a sportsman has to hunt and not just drive landing to landing and shoot a deer at 250 yards punished by having so few oppertunities and a 
short early season?
I muzzleload for elk but not deer. I take a week vacation to elk hunt. The seasons overlap and I am not able to hunt for deer. The late muzzleloader season 
is almost non-existant. Simply change the deer season. Where I can hunt isn't as important as when I can hunt. And a 7 day season? I buy an out-of-state 
Idaho license so I can hunt when I want to, not when I have to. The season is over 6 weeks. Putting the entire hunting population in the field at the same 
time does not make an enjoyable hunting experience.
I need more information to realistically answer this question. What would the impacts be on other seasons (archery, modern firearm, elk, etc.)?
I quit using muzzleloader due to no hunting opportunties in my area, Okanogan County.  Also teh season is way too short.  We need at least two weekends 
if not three as it used to be back in the late 1980's early 90's
I strongly support the use of modern muzzleloaders, I believe participation would increase with this rule change.
I think 90+% is fair if other types grt it
I think it a season length issue more than the numbers of units.
I think slightly more oportunities should be offered to muzzle loader hunters for early season and similarly for late season. I would say double the number of 
units that are open early and late season. With no change in dates for early season and fewer days for late season. Modern inlines are on par with lower 
power modern centerfire rifles. Give more units take some days away just enough to make it appealing to spread out hunters and possibly attract some 
more. That means more money you guys are all about that.
I think that hunters should be allowed to use bow, muzzleloader or rifle to harvest there deer or elk.  If a hunter begins the season with a bow and moves to 
a muzzleloader and finally a rifle what harm is that.  If he harvests an animal with the bow then his season is over.  This would have the effect of giving the 
hunter a much longer season, more opportunity to hunt and would make the investment in new weapons worthwhile.  I think the modern firearm season 
should be limited this is where most of the game is taken.
I think that they should allow in-line muzzleloaders, and 209 ignition. The rest of the country can use way more advanced muzzleloaders than we can. this 
would probably draw more hunters into muzzleloading. Everything we see advertised that is new technology for muzzleloading is pretty mutch illeagal in 
Washington.
I think the state should allow for more modern muzzle loader hunting.  Many states throughout the US allow for the use of copper jacketed loads as well as 
more modern muzzle loaders with shotgun primers, scopes, etc.. This should give hunters greater success and increase the number of muzzle loader 
hunters, while decreasing the number of hunters durring the modern rifle hunt!
I think the system works great. It keeps true hunters hunting in difficult areas and harsh conditions. I like it the way it is.
I think the use of a Muzzleloader, Bow and Arrow, or Modern Firearm should afford NO special priviliges.     It IS a matter of choice, and therefore ALL 
hunters should be afforded the SAME set of rules pertaining to hunting, the length of the season, and antler/anterless restrictions.    NO extra time, NO 
extra hunting units, NO special rules pertaining to antler/anterless....    If someone wants to hunt muzzleloader, then let them take pride in knowing they 
accomplished something they wanted to do, not because of "special" rules, but because of themselves as a person.
I think we need to give the most hunting oppurtunity possible. You will get the rifle hunter looking for a challenge to switch over and the archery hunter 
looking for more possibility to change.
i used to hunt m/l.  but it continued to be restricted, so i switched to archery.  where i live now, i d love to have a m/l season.  but it isn t in the cards.  it is 
often too warm here in eastern washington to hunt in sept. and early oct. too. so having a m/l season later in the year would make me want to take up the 
smoke pole again.  opening up more areas, and getting rid of the anter restrictions would help.  with a modern rifle you can see antlers and points in your 
scope, but with a fixed sighted m/l you can't tell what the antlers are. it seems like a real penalty to not be able to use optics on a m/l.  it really slows down 
the time from sighting to shot.  not fair when compaired to modern optics on rifles.  i'd also like to see a m/l season after the general rifle season for a lot 
more areas.

I WENT TO MUZZLELOADER TO GET AWAY FROM MODERN RIFLE HUNTERS. THE PROBLEM IS WE ONLY GET SEVEN DAYS WITH ONE 
WEEKEND TO HUNT. MOST GUYS CAN'T TAKE A WEEK OFF FROM WORK. ON TOP OF THAT MODERN OPENS THE DAY AFTER BLCKPOWDER 
CLOSE. THEY MOVE IN ON US THREE TO FOUR DAYS BEFOR BLCKPOWDER IS OVER TO SETUP THERE CAMPS. THAT LEAVES US WITH 
ONLY THREE TO FOUR DAYS TO HUNT. MUZZLELOADERS HUNT! WE DO NOT DRIVE ROADS. GIVE US TWO WEEKENDS. MOVE US AT LEAST 
ONE WEEK FROM MORDEN. YOU WILL GET MORE MUZZLELOADERS AND SPREAD HUNTING PRESSURE OUT. I KNOW PEOPLE THAT HUNT 
IF YHERE WERE NOT SO MANY MODERN HUNTERS IN THE WOODS. BUT THINK MUZZLELOADER IS TOO SHORT. LATE SEASON FOR MOST 
OF US IS TOO FAR AWAY. AGAIN MORE PEOPLE WOULD HUNT BLACKPOWDER IF LATE SEASON WERE IN THE SAME UNIT. IF YOU GIVE 
OPPORTUNITY PEOPLE WILL TAKE IT! IF MUZZLELOADER GO'S WITH GENERAL SEASON. IT WILL FORSE ME TO QUIT HUNTING.
I would choose "5" for  A-C of the above regarding the muzzleloaders. However, the survey would not allow it.
I would eliminate requiring a hunter to choose only one type of weapon.  I believe a hunter should be required to purchase a tag and then be allowed to fill it 
using what ever weapon he or she chooses during the designated seasons. For instance a hunter who does not fill their tag during the modern firearm 
general season should be able to go out during the muzzleloader or archery season to attempt to fill the tag.
I would go muzzleloader hunting in a heart beat if I could still use a rifle for the master hunter antlerless whitetail season in December.
I would hunt muzzle loader most of the time if opportunities were better. Better late season opportunities or two seasons would be better.
I would hunt muzzleloader but with 7 days of hunting its hard to hunt deer and elk at the same time, if you dont deer and elk hunt in the same gmu. it was 
sure nice that they opened the Entiat gmu for spike bulls only, but there is no deer hunting for muzzleloaders at all. WHAT A JOKE!!!!!!!!!
I would hunt with a muzzleloader except for the restrictions on the rifle/powder/primer/sights - you know what I mean.  I don't think the restrictions are 
reasonalbe for the public at large - they serve a more select/elite group that wants to keep it that way.
I would like to see a Tag, Deer, Elk, Bear, Cougar, etc. be open to use for any season the hunter would like to harvest the game. All season tags allow a 
hunter to put more time into the field and choose a quality animal to harvest. I would hunt 4 different seasons for deer if I could; modern rifle, modern pistol, 
archery, muzzleloader.
I would like to see more late Buck tags handed out.  Currently there really is not much that I apply for
I would like to see the department go back to the way it used to be where a hunter could purchase a general license and add an archery or muzzleloader 
permit as an addition fee for each. Still only being able to harvest one animal annually but be able to hunt all three seasons. That would increase the 
departments revenue as well allow hunters to help the department reach there harvest objectives.
I would like to see us go back to being able to use all three (modern firearm, muzzleloading, and archery) during the huning seasons rather than choosing 
one weapon.
I would like to try hunting with my muzzleloader, but I have not done it because the muzzleloader season is so short.  I do not see any reason why we can't 
use muzzleloader and modern firearms in the same season, and make them run concurrent.   Why not be able to go out on Saturday with my 
muzzleloader, and then on Sunday with modern firearm.  What's the diff?  How does placing a restriction on that help the deer herd or the hunter?  I don't 
think it does.
I would love to muzzleload hunt, but the no optics is killing me.  Lead bullets (ok), Exposed ignition (ok), I do not believe in taking bad shots that wound 
game, optics mean better shot placement...end of story! Limit them to 4x. As far as the traditionalists, have them do their research, optics have been used 
for 150 years.
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I would love to see a late Muzzleloader season in some better GMU's like 121 Huckleberry the early season stinks. and in 124 late season there is alot of 
private land where as 121 there is greater opertunity. Also 121 late archery should be stopped because archers have plenty to hunt in the late buck hunts 
where as Muzzleloaders don't. Just swap 121 late buck archer for Muzzleloader. Thanks
I would muzzleload hunt exclusively if the seasons were better. For years I have heard the argument that Muzzleloaders have a higher success rate than 
archers. There is no way to count how many animals are killed or maimed by an arrow and never harvested. I do know I have never talked to an archer that 
hasn't lost an animal. When you shoot an animal with a muzzloader it usually dies. That sounds like a more humane way to hunt to me.
I would suggest you look more closely at the success rate of methods. If the success rate is higher during the general season with muzzleloaders than I do 
not see much need to open more areas. I have hunted at different times using all three methods, and because of the timing of the seasons for each 
weapon I found my success rate more closely tied to the timing of the hunts than on how many GMUs were available for me to hunt.
I would support additional seasons for muzzleloaders if they are further restricted to traditional style firearms.  Today's muzzleloader is little different than a 
modern rifle, and therefore gives those hunters an unfair advantage over modern firearm hunters.
I would try muzzleload hunting, if I could use more modern gun that didn't miss fire.
I would vote 5 on all questions, if allowed on this survey. There is enough pressure on the game with modern firearm during general season for modern 
firearm.
I`ve hunted muzzleload season before and I think they  get the benefit of early season before the game is spooked too much and the late season in rut. 
Leave it ALONE
I'd like to see some late muzzleloader mule deer options.
If more gmu's can be open to muzzel loaders with out taking hunting time away from archery hunters then im all for it.  I do think that it is unfair that muzzel 
loaders get less time to hunt than the rifle hunters.
If muzzleloaders ONLY use primitive style arms, then they deserve a seperate season, ANY muzzleloader that uses ANY in-line, or ANY arm that does not 
use a percussion cap or flint and steel should ONLY be allowed to hunt in the modern firearm season (SINCE THEY ARE MODERN FIREARMS!!!)
If people aren't going to muzzleload, perhaps you should allow more moder muzzleloaders as do most other states.
If the game department would just have the set hunting seasons then we wouldn't be in this mess. Have archery, then muzzleloading, then modern rifle 
seasons and don't change them. If the heard starts to dwindle, then shorten the season.
If there are GMUs with adequate populations then increase the number of units. Some areas I believe are overhunted now.
if we keep archery and rifle the same the animals will get hunted more.  we need to devise a system that will give more unit opportunities with roughly the 
same amount of hunting pressure. rotate the units to allow more diversity.  the archery and rifle my loose a few unit percentages but it will all work out over 
time.
IF YOU GIVE THE MUZZLELOADER HUNTERS THEIR ORIGINAL AREAS BACK THAT WERE TAKEN AWAY TO SUPPORT THE "MASTER 
HUNTERS"  THEIR NUMBERS WOULD CERTAINLY INCREASE. THERE WAS A LOT OF DISSAPOINTED HUNTERS THAT HAD TO SELL THEIR 
MUZZLELOADERS WHEN THE LONG SEASON IN THE 911 AREA WAS TAKEN AWAY.
If you select a muzzleload as your choice, you should be able to hunt any area that a modern firearm hunter can hunt. The special permit should be used 
for all hunting where buck to doe ratios are down.
If you up the oppotunities you need to increase the weapons restriction, which will only reduce the participation.
if you want  more hunters to hunt muzzleloader season offer mid november seasons for mule deer
if you want to open general season to muzzleloaders i dont have any problem with that. i have issue with either sex seasons that given the state of modern 
muzzleloaders seem too generous.
i'm a  bit confused by this one.  When you say "the general deer season" to me that means modern firearm season.  Muzzleloaders can be quite effecient 
so lets allow them in Units with good high and stabel deer numbers.
I'm not sure that the percentages are a good indicator of opportunity. Right now you are stating that more than half of the GMU's are open to muzzleloader 
but that is not the case in Norht Eastern Washington. Opening more opportunities to muzzleloader's in Norht Eastern Wawshinton might significantly help 
with the antlerless whitetail population in Norht East Washington.
I m not sure what the real agenda  here is, I guess, and I am not sure I have enough information yet to answer this intelligently. If the desire is truly to 
satisfy the wishes of the hunters, there seems to be a misalignment taking place. Wasn't the muzzle-oader/archery participation unfettered? That is, wasn't 
a permit issued to all that wanted one and still the percentage of participation was quite low? Why then are you even suggesting that their participation 
should equal that of modern firearms? Secondly, you must be hearing a desire to simply open more areas up to muzzleloader/archery but concurrently, 
there must be some other reasons that only 58% of the GMUs are open to muzzleloaders. Finally, there must be a more goal-driven outcome that can be 
identified and augmented by an adjustment here than simply trying to raise numbers of those participants. For instance, is there any truth to the assumption 
that muzzleloaders/archers are, by virtue of their technology, more accurate and/or more effective in their kill ratio than modern firearm hunters and if 'yes' 
Improve and enhance the Muzzleloader Season to draw more modern firearm hunters. This can be some by opening more areas's, longer seasons, and 
opening to both antlered and antlerless!!
Improve season time periods to provide better opportunities to take an animal.
Improve the late seasons. This would also help take pressure off the overlap issue.
In areas with migratory herds the season is way to early
In counties that have the most registared for muzzleloaders, try giving them more time and see how it works out.
In general the muzzleloader season is too short.  The one week early elk and deer season doesn't provide long enough time to scout and find a good 
choice deer.
In my opinion, if you want to increase more GMU's, I would make it 2-point buck or better.
In some areas it seems there are an awful lot of does, so maybe you should offer more either sex hunts to muzzleloaders, and therefore switch some over 
from modern...
In SW Washington, there are only 5-6 game areas open to Muzzleloaders. We need to open up a lot more game areas for Muzzleloaders if you want to 
increase participation.
Increase early muzzle loader season length to 14 days
Increase the length of the general muzzleloader season to include 2 full weekends.  Currently it is on 7 days and this includes only 1 weekend which results 
in only a 2 day hunt for school age hunters.  The future is in young hunters and the current muzzleloader seasons are not a viable option for them
Inline muzzleloaders should be put in with the rifle season it is not fare to those of us that will not shoot more than 75 yards. they can shoot up to 300 and I 
have seen it first hand.
Instead of muzzleloader equity, how about providing some equity for the general public?  Please limit and restrict the seasons so that the 95% of the 
population that does not hunt can get out and enjoy our state lands and wildlife.

Irregardless of weapon choice, the percentage of open GMU's should be proportionate to the amount of hunters and success rate impact on the resource
Issue a stamp that would allow a hunter to hunt all three seasons, Archery, Muzzleloader, Modern  Firearm. A 50 dollar fee for a stamp would not be 
unreasonable and bring in a large amount of money.
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It appears that the Muzzleloading Public is either not taking advantage of thier opportunties or there are not as many of them out there as the wdfw thinks. 
With the improvements in muzzleloader technology making them as accurate and capable as modern firearms. I would be inclined include Muzzleloader 
and Modern seasons together and changing the current muzzler loader seasons to open sited weapons only (No Scopes).
It has been proven by previous season in GMU 506 that muzzzelloaders will significantly increase harvest and have an adverse affect on game populations. 
This is a bad idea!!!!!!!!!!1
It is assumed the general season is firearm?   Not clear here...  Most "muzzleloaders are about as effective as modern rifle.   Let them hunt during the 
modern rifle season.

It is my opinion that the reason muzzleloader participation in this state is because the current regulations for muzzleloader are archaic.  They do not take 
into consideration the advancements of muzzleloader technology and ignition systems that modern day black powder rifles employ, and therefore do not in 
my opinion offer no advantage to take of in the muzzleloader season.  If the regulations would allow muzzleloaders to use rifles with an electric ignition 
system and a non exposed percussion cap then you would see a greater interest in the season while not diminish the challenge of black powder hunting.
it is still a gun,need more oppertunity for archery
It seems like most of the muzzle loader units are in western Wa.  I support this even though I don't use a muzzlelader because it will start to wean the rifle 
hunters and a reduction in rifle hunting will increase deer and elk numbers due to the less effective weapon.
It should be either sex for muzzle loader and archery.
It wouldn't hurt to have a few more units to hunt.  Especialy for late season.  It would also be nice to have units to hunt with a muzzleloader that you didn't 
need a rifle in.  Come on, most of the units you give muzzleloaders to hunt, are in the desert were it's hard to even get within 100 yards.  How about some 
late hunts in the trees that isn't on the west coast.
It's a primitive hunt. The numbers will not rise as long as modern is an option.
its about time I should be able to buy a muzzleload elk tag and hunt as many unit as the other weapon types.
It's about time more areas were opened.
It s my opinion, that hunters should have the option to buy a archery/muzzleloader tag or a modern/muzzleloader tag or a tag good for all weapon types---
like you have in other states. WDFW should charge more for this tag option, and people will pay for it. As someone who rotates weapons on an annual 
basis, I would really appreciate having a tag that allows me to use multiple weapons for multiple hunts. I think this option would add revenue for the state, 
local economies, and it should be seriously considered. I think this option would be the greatest step WDFW has taken to improve the hunting experience 
in Washington. I would support this multiple weapon tag for deer, but I would not support a multiple weapon tag for elk at this time. I'd want to see how the 
hunting pressures change after a few years of the multiple weapon tag.
It's not just the areas. Look at the muzzleloaders that can be used to hunt with. I understand having this a tough hunt but the restrictions are just too much 
for me. I was going to hunt muzzleloader last year but when I read the restrictions and could not find a proper firearm to use I hunted modern. There are 
retailers that sell quality muzzleloards in this state that we can't hunt with.
It's not the opportunities. Archery hunting has evolved with carbon arrows and ease of use. Compared with a long bow. As long as a muzzleloader is loaded 
from the muzzle why should the cap have to be exposed to the elements? Muzzleloader seasons are too short compared with other weapons.

Just because muzzleloaders have the lowest number of hunters, doesn't mean they should have more opportunities.  Their numbers should reflect the 
number of GMU units open.  Muzzleloaders have some very good season.  I think the number of muzzleloaders reflect the trend in the hunting population!
just make more time/opportunities available in more GMUs across the state.
keep general muzzleloader as it is but offer a late season again in more areas (Yakima for example)
Keep Muzzleloader restrictions as they are. No Scopes, 209 primers, etc.
KEEP MUZZLELOADER SEASON SEPERATE FROM MODERN RIFLE, OFFER MORE AREAS FOR LATE SEASON, LIKE THE NORTHEAST UNITS IN 
DECEMBER, SO THE HUNTER MAY TAKE A LARGE DEER
Keep muzzleloaders primitive firearms. Go to a muzzleloader permit only system as needed.
keep the early seasons the same but we need more late mule deer hunts we use to have a late chiwawa hunt but we only get about 3 permits why dont we 
get a shot  at a permit for entiat I guess what I want to really say is us muzzle loaders are not just antlerless only hunters we would like some more 
oppurtunity  for late permits for bucks
Keep the lowest limit possible or change the type of muzzlelaoders to something that does not shoot like a rifle out to 200 yds and loads in 3 seconds.
keep the same dates but open more areas
Leave it around 60% and rotate the GMU's that are open from year to year.  I live in GMU 209 and the Muzzleloaders hunt what little public land there is to 
death.  "Rotate the Units"!!!
leave it as is.
leave it as it is but offer more late seasons
LEAVE TOTAL GMUs OPEN AT 60% AND RELAX SOME OF THE RESTRICTION ON THE TYPE OF MUZZLELOADER THAT CAN BE USED. THIS 
WOULD OPEN THE USE OF NEW TECHNOLOGY IN WEAPONRY AS WAS DONE WITH  BOWS YET STILL KEEP THE PRIMITIVENESS OF THE 
SPORT AT A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD WITH OTHER PRIMITIVE HUNTS.
Lengthen the season for muzzleloaders.  Consider some special hunts for muzzleloaders only.
Lengthen the season.
Lengthen the seasons, remove some of the antler restrictions and allow for more does to be harvested, to include mule does.
Lenthen the ML seasons would be preferable rather than to expand the number of units.
less oportunities.   weapons are becoming more like modern rifles and should be treated as such
Let archery permit holders participate in the muzzleloading seasons (using muzzleloading gear) or offer a "short-range weapons" season following the 
general seasons or in special GMU's.
let hunters use more modern muzzleloaders.
Let muzzle loaders hunt in rifle season and muzzle season with the same tag. Charge twice as much for 2 season tag.
Let muzzleloader hunter harvest "any deer" in their GMU's.  As an experienced muzzleloader it is often difficlut to get within range of a wize 3-point buck.  
Or, let use scopes on our rifles.
let muzzleloaders hunt at same time as modern firearm hunters...there is nothing primitive about modern muzzleloaders.
Let Muzzleloaders put scope on for one shot kills.
let muzzleloaders use scopes to hunt
Let them hunt during modern firearm season if they want more hunting opportunities .
lets face it muzzleloaders today are not a primitive weapon. the only reason people are hunting with them is to avoid the extra pressure of modern firearm. 
The more gmu's that you give them the more people will hunt with them and no one will win. keep it the same.
LETS LET ALL HUNTERS USE ALL WEAPONS AND KEEP REGS. THE SAME .IT'S NOT WORTH PAYING 164.00 EXTRA DOLLARS FOR THIS 
PRIVELGE BEING A RETIRED SENIOR WITH LIMITED INCOME. I SUGGESTED THE USE OF ALL WEAPONE THE YEAR BEFORE IT STARTED BUT 
COULDN'T BELIEVE THE EXTRA COST, I THOUGHT MAYBE 30 OR 40 DOLLARS FOR EACH WEAPON.THE RICH WILL SURVIVE!!!
LIKE TO HUNT MUZZLE LOADER BUT A LOT OF AREAS ARE NOT OPEN
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Limit Modern Firearm hunting in GMU's.  Archery and Muzzleloader hunter are already limiting themselves with weapon choices,(mostly to avoid being shot 
by a modern firearm hunter) so the last thing we need is to have more GMU's available to modernfirearms hunters.
Longer muzzle loader seasons
Longer season by a few days.
longer season, more late buck seasons and or permits
LOWER THE POINT RESTRICTIONS FOR MULE DEER TO 2 POINTS AND LET THE EARLY SEASON RUN FOR 2 WEEKENDS! GIVE OUT AS MANY 
SPECIAL PERMITS FOR MUZZLELOADER AS FOR MODERN FIREARM.
make all deer hunting draw
Make it fair. You have hosed the muzzleloader hunters in this state. You should offer the same number of units and days as you do to archery hunters. You 
should ban in-lines and only have Side lock or flint locks. Remember most people can only shot 100 yards with a muzzleloader and it takes longer to reload 
a muzzloader than to grab another arrow. The rifle hunters can hunt after the muzzle loaders and archery hunters. But, keep in mind that States lets you 
hunt to fill a tag. They just have dates for each method of hunting.
make more special permits during rut and late season hunts for muzzleloaders and you will see a increase
Make muzzleloading season availbe for modern rifle shooters.. if they have not harvisted a deer during the modern rifle season.
Make Randle (GMU 503) and perhaps others, open for both deer and elk during the late ML season with a three point restriction on both to keep the buck & 
bull ratios up. Set up a system so ML hunters can apply for more elk controlled hunt tags state-wide like we can for deer now. Only being able to apply on 
one side of the state where our general tag is does not work.
Make seasons longer
Make the muzzle loader seasons more plentiful and more appealing. Allow some antlerless tags.  The idea being to try and lure some of the modern 
firearm hunter to switch to muzzleloader hunting. the pressure on animals is not only related to the number of hunters huntiing during a year, but also to the 
number of us in the hunting area at any specific time.  if we could use a more appealing muzzleloader season to spread out the density of hunters in the 
woods at any given point in time, we may see a very positive effect on survival rates.
Make the muzzleloader seasons more generous(longer), or time them differently.
Make the season much longer to muzzle loaders.....change the restrictions on the weapon... use 209 primers and allow optics.
Manage for the health of the game population, not the weapon
Many states alow a bow hunter to hunt all seasons as long as they are wearing orange.  We should allow the cross over of muzzel loading and bow hunting 
as long as safety orange is worn
Maybe there are only 5.0 to 6.8% of the hunters that want to use a muzzleloaders.  I hunt with one  occationally and it is the timing and quality of the hunt 
that makes me decide to choose a muzzleloader  not the number of choices where to go.
Merge muzzle loader seasons into the current archery seasons and with same % of current (94%) access.
Merge muzzleloader and general firearm seasons
Micromanagement! Why not have the same seasons for both. I think then I could have more schedule flexability and fit in muzzel loading.
ML hunters with open fire pans don't have a high harvest ratio, neither do archery hunters, but they both get more days with less production to meet harvest 
quotas. Manage GU's to provide a balance of opportunity in relationship to dollars generated to support the overall program. NOT THE SPECIAL 
INTERESTS OF A FEW OUTSPOKEN PEOPLE WHO KNOW THE COMMISSION MEMBERS BY FIRST NAME AND SHOW UP TO EVERY MEETING, 
BUT COULDN'T HARVEST AN ANMIAL IN 4 DAYS if their season was as limited as it is to modern rifle hunters.
Modern firearm hunters are typically older hunters that have modern firearm hunted there whole lives. Archery hunters on the other hand tend to be younger
hunters and see the opprtunity for better hunting seasons by bowhunting. I think if the depaartment were to open some opportunities for some good late 
seson muzzleloader opportunities the number would increase.
Modern firearms offer to much advantage as the hunter can shoot out to 400 yards with high powered guns. What sport is that. Shorten their seasons and 
restrcit to the harvest so you have the need bucks to propagate the herd. Winter kill will eventually take out much of the deer herds as in 1996 and in the 
80's.
modern hunters get two seperate weeks of deer and elk hunting so should muzzle loaders. offer more special hunt permits for later quality hunts
Modern muzzle loaders are as accurate as centerfire rifles, and allowing more of these "modern" rifles to shoot everything will only mess it up for future 
generations of hunters.
Modern Muzzleloader firearms are 'almost' as accurate as normal firearms.  I would like to encourage elimination of the special seasons, and reduce the 
overall hunting season for dear (less hunting days, total).  I don't feel that muzzleloader season should be different than normal rifle season.  Make them 
identical.
more acess ,open mmore gmu in late season
more deer antlerless special permits. I have muzzleloader hunting in GMY 368 for several years. There only Anterless deer special permits for archery and 
modern firearm.
More doe harvest opportunities for muzzleeloaders.
MORE DOE PERMITS FOR LATE HUNTS AND 4 POINT OR BETTER FOR MULE DEER LATE NOV HUNTS IN MORE UNITS
more doe tags for westside muzz. and longer season.
more gmus open during muzzleloader seasons
more gmus with permit only 3 point min late buck and more b tags
More late season, Eastern Washington hunting. It closes when the bucks show up.
More muzzleloading opportunities in Okanogan County.
More opportunity for late season mule deer hunts in region 3.
More permits and limited access
Most ML units see to be in Wester Wa.  Distribute the existing units better.
Most people only muzzleloader hunt in order to get "better" seasons--why discourage the majority of hunters (modern rifle) by hurting their chances even 
more with poor or overlapping seasons?
Move all muzzleloading activities to Dec., Jan., or Feb,!  Give them 3 weeks!
Move the early season so it dosen't conflict with early elk.
muzzel loaders have been discriminated against enough, let us who have suffered the losses from the beginning have first crack at any changes not the 
people who start because the season would be more liberal. if someone has had a tag for say 10 or more years without a break gets extra points on permits 
or an area that just they get to hunt, like the masters do for elk. go back to the dear and elk season at the same times. give the disabled hunters some 
more seasons and MORE disabled only areas. there isn't a good area within 150 miles from me.......
muzzeloader hunters are getting screwed by the WDFW!!! I think someone dosent like the muzzeloader hunters, and there is a unfair advantage to 
others!!!
muzzle loader only units ? or a region
Muzzle loader seasons should be seperate, longer, and at more opportune times than the modern firearm seasons. The WA muzzle loader seasons aren't 
much of an incentive to go primitive.
muzzle loaders are increasingly more accurate and have ranges up to 250 yrds it's time to change the rules on what a "muzzle loader" is.
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muzzle loaders are more restricted than archery ,with modern bow and arrow why are muzzle loaders so limited ,I would muzzle load hunt if I had the 
oppurtunities that archery hunters have
Muzzle loaders are not primitive weapons anymore.  Muzzleloader seasons should take into consideration the effectiveness and range, seasons should be 
fairly restrictive because competent hunters armed with muzzleloaders are as lethal as modern firearm hunters.
muzzle loaders are really no different the modern fire arms. have them hunt with the modern hunting times
Muzzle loaders need more time for elk
Muzzle loaders nor archery hunters should receive any special treatment.
Muzzle loaders should be required to follow the same rules and regulations as the modern firearm hunters.  The muzzleloader rifle today has improved in 
accuracy to the point that most of these firearms are as accurate as modern firearms.  Thus the seasons for muzzle loading and modern firearm should be 
at the same time.  And both groups should be required to follow the same regulations.  Today there is limited diffrences in the firearms to warrant a special 
season for muzzle loaders.
Muzzle loaders should rotate their seasons with modern firearm as well as archery.
Muzzle loading is not making wdfw any money give prefference to those that are.
muzzleloader hunters have plenty of area to hunt. maybe add two days to their season
Muzzleloader hunting is a lot safer, I hunted modern firearm years ago and was almost shot. The hunter said he was shooting at a deer when in fact I was 
the only thing on the grassy hillside. I think if you gave muzzleloaders two weekends in the early hunt and opened up more areas it would attract more 
hunters. The early modern rifles used lead bullets and metal sights now they use jacked bullets and scopes, why not allow muzzleloaders to use something 
other than "solid lead" (bad for the environment) and use a scope for accuracy. when we shoot our one shot that tells the entire countryside that we are 
right here we could at least be better equiped to help manage the herds, which is what hunters are supposed to do - right?
Muzzleloader hunting is limited regardless of what people think of the modern in-line....Follow all the states...open all units to muzzleloader and you will 
decrease the pressue from rifle...which will also decrease the pressure from specific units which is the major problem now...
MUZZLELOADER SEASON SHOULD BE CHANGED TO BUCK ONLY, QUITE SHOOTING THE MULE DEER DOES.
muzzleloader seasons and areas are already very generous with early and late seasons. Maybe letting them have more whitetail doe only oppurtunity in 
N.E. areas will solve two problems.
Muzzleloader seasons are too restrictive to be attractive.
Muzzleloader should not REPLACE modern rifles as a way to decrease modern firearm seasons.  I had to deal with this on the east coast where hitting the 
insanely overpopulation of deer was costing the economy hundreds of thousands of dollars.
Muzzleloader technology today is not a lot different than a low power modern fire arm. There are plenty of opportunities for muzzleloaders currently. A 
suggestion might be to allow either sex special permit hunts for specific GMU's, that are not part of the general season(point draw system).
Muzzleloader under current laws are roughly as accurate as archery with only slightly greater effective ranges, but with drastically fewer opportunities.    The
trade off is rifle hunters will migrate to muzzleloader seasons if they become more attractive then rifle seasons.
Muzzleloaders , Do NOT NEED A SPECIAL SEASON!!  Muzzleloaders should hunt the same time as modern !!
Muzzleloaders and archers should be lumped together in one "primative season". Individuals can hunt both the archery and muzzleloader seasons but can 
only harvest one animal for the entire season.
Muzzleloaders are not a primetive weapon now-a-daysthey can shoot up to 250 yards. they should be considered a modern firearm.
Muzzleloaders are the smallest hunting group in the state and they bring in the lowest amount of of money. modern firearm and archery hunters bring in the 
most money in licenses and special permits making them a higher priority.
Muzzleloaders have become too modern and accurate and are not a primitive weapon any more. The seasons are too long already for them.
Muzzleloaders have too many opportunities in my opinion.
Muzzleloaders make a killing already and I believe their season is too long.
Muzzleloaders should have an equal amount of opportunity
muzzleloaders should have the same opportunities as archery hunters.
Muzzleloaders should have their own season and it should be either sex and both earlier and later than modern. Should be the first 10 days of October and 
the first 10 days of November. More hunters would probably chose to hunt Muzzle and take a lot of the pressure off the hunted animals during modern 
firearm.
Muzzleloaders should not be granted any more days to hunt than a modern rifle hunter.     It should not be the depts option to establish parity, but rather 
opportunity. The option to    hunt or not hunt within that framework would be fair.
muzzleloadlers take a toll on rut hunts therefor I do not support anymore GMUs areas.
Muzzleoaders get the "ramrod" when it comes to seasons.  Be more LIBERAL with the seasons for these guys.  Your statistics prove there aren't very 
many of them and the outcome of their total harvest is small compared to the other methods used.
My personal opinion would be to restrict muzzle & modern fire arms to shorter seasons because of the heavy impact on wild game. Archery is a demanding 
sport, in that it brings back the actual act of hunting and not mass animal execution .
N/A
N/A
Need more late season hunts in western washington.
need seperate seasons for muzzleloaders and offer more areas
Need to give out out more tags for the units we have and maybe give a late season unit that bow has early and late seasons.
needs less restrictions on muzzleloader weapons
NO CHANGE
no change
No change.  No reason why you can't hunt with a muzzleloader during general season.
No need for additional opportunities
No opinion
No opinion, as I'm not a deer hunter.
No opinion.
No special muzzleloader hunts, period.  They can hunt along with everyone else during the general season.
NO SPECIAL SEASON FOR MUZZLELOADERS HUNTERS @ LET THEM HUNT THE SAME SEASON AS THE RIFLE HUNTERS.
No special season for muzzleloaders....hunt in the modern firearm seasons.  Muzzleloaders are part of the private property trespass problem, along with 
archers.
Not a muzzleloader. But there is nothing to do when the weather is hot and the land is dry, properties are closed. I would not let anybody on my property 
also.
Not being a muzzle loader hunter, I have no imput. Not at all familiar with the ussue.
Not sure anything you do will increase use of muzzleloaders; we do not use.
now muzzleloaders early seasons deer and elk are the same dates. please consider different dates.
Numbers say it all
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offer more highly desrieable special permits to muzzleloaders to attract people to muzzleloading opportunities.
offer more late season oppertunities for muzzleloaders
Offer more special permit tags allowing for hunting during the rut period
offer more special permits and longer season
Offer muzzleloader hunts in the wilderness areas for 5 days prior to the September High Hunt (modern rifle) then allow them to also hunt during the modern 
rifle High Hunt as well.
Offer regular seasons for muzzleloader comparable to modern firearm hunting. Currently, one has to practically be a lawyer to figure out where and when 
one can hunt with a muzzleloader. It's too confusing. Make it simpler.
Offer some more quality hunts to muzzleloaders.
offer some trophy opportunities in some of the gmus in a late season hunt
Offer the multi season tag at a reasonable costs in order to give more hunters a choice of weapons.
OFFER THE SEASONS IN THE SAME GMU'S BUT AT A TIME WHEN THE RUT IS NOT IN FULL SWING
Offering "modified" mussleloader hunting INSTEAD of modern firearm in areas that are struggling with ratios and/or mature animal counts would be a great 
oportunity for hunters to continue hunting and WSFW to control harvests. These "exchange hunts" could even offer modified restrictions for mussleloaders 
such as primers or optics. These "exchange hunts" could be open for both mussleloader and modern firearm tags holders, offering more time and/or areas 
to muzzleloaders. Either way you look at it, the modern firearm hunter are going to be restricted in some way in certain units. Why not let all of them keep 
hunting and give muzzleloaders more opportunities at the same time.

Ok now your on my wave length.  I love to muzzleload.  I love the idea of one shot one kill.  What I would like to see is the antler point restriction removed 
for muzzleloader season.  Yes I would like to see more areas open for muzzleloader.  There are several areas that I would like to hunt but am unable to.
One of the biggest problems is the restrictions on the loaders them selfs.
One of the things I enjoy most about muzzleloading is the limited number of hunters I encounter. I'm hesitant to support any increase in the percentage of 
open GMUs. I generally draw a late season antlerless tag and forgo the early deers season to hunt elk. I could even support fewer GMUs open with enough 
late season opportunities.
one year no hunting

Only a few areas should be open to Muzzleloaders and they should be clustered.  As it is now the "other" weapons hunters hunt more days, hunt earlier, 
and hunt later.  Add tribal hunts to the equation and the modern firearms hunter gets the worst dates, the shortest season, and is the biggest user group.
Opeing up more GMUs is not the answer.   The real question is why do you care?   People do not hunt with muzzle loaders for alot of reasons that have 
nothing to do with access....   I'd hate to see the department take away rifle or archery opportunity to provide more access to an already small portion of the 
population.
Open 100% of the GMUs in each district to muzzleloaders for the general deer season
Open 40% of GMU to modern Muzzleloaders ie inlines only, and 40% of gmus to Traditional(sidelock, ie flintelock and caplock muzzleloaders only in an 
attempt to put the ML season back to what they were originally intended to be for the primitve style mls, not today inline mls that are shooting out to 200 
yards and closing in in modern ballistics!
Open 6% of GMUs for ML AND make them ML units only.
open 62% to muzzleloaders
Open 65% of total GMUs to muzzleloaders.
Open 65-70% of the total GMU's to muzzleloaders...
Open 70% of the GMUs in each district to muzzleloaders for general deer season and make the season the entire month of November.
Open 75%
Open 90% of the GMUs in each district to muzzleloaders for the general deer season and allow 209 shotgun primer ignition systems.
Open 95% for elk.
Open a longer season and have a separate muzzleloader season for elk instead of running them concurrently.  Your rates of participation and success 
reflect your unreasonable restrictions on this hunting method.
open all
Open all aras with more exclusive dates or with archery
Open all areas open to modern firearms, just use different season dates, with no overlap
Open all GMUs
Open all GMU's  just like archery and rifle
Open all GMUs to Modern Firearms, Archery, and Muzzleloading for each hunter until tags are filled.
Open ALL GMU'S to muzzeloader hunting .. using the same equipment restrictions as today .. Also set their own seasons .
Open all GMUs to Muzzle loader hunting
Open all GMU's.  Based on the percentages you posted it doesn't look like it will have much of an impact.
Open all or most GMUs to their own muzzleloading seasons with generous antlerless opportunity
Open all the GMUs, stop cramming user groups into just a few GMUs, this single factor is ruining hunting in this state.
Open area equal to Modern rifle.     Allow Muzzle loader as a second season for Archery hunters, but not modern. Require second tag purchase. Allow 
second season  for modern as special permit. Will increse revenue and intrest. DO NOT ALLOW Telescopic sights on muzzle loaders!!!
Open as much as possible to encourage this form of hunting.
Open at least 75% if not a full 95%.
Open at least 85%.
Open equal number of GMU's to align with modern firearm.
Open essentially all GMUs for early muzzleloader deer Statewide but make any late muzzleloader deer Permit-only.
open genral aresa to muzzle loaders with thier own seasons maybe the third week of oct.
Open gmu 136 backup for muzzleloader season when it use to be, about Thanksgiving.
open GMU 388 to muzzleloaders; my brother hunts with a muzzleloader and will not directly participate in a computer survey as he doesn't own a computer. 
He constantly raves about losing the hunting opportunity close to home as he has been able to hunt there when it was numbered 588
OPEN HUNTING TO SAME BAG LIMIT,  ALL WEAPONS, GENERAL SEASON. (MODERN, ARCHERY, MUZZLELOADER)  MORE OPPURTUNITIES 
NO INCREASE IN GAME KILLED
open it up and let them hunt as long as it does not affect the other seasons for other hunters i.e. bear modern firearm and archery elk
open longer general season but also create a late season for muzzle loaders
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Open more areas that offer a more quality hunt and a longer season. Offer a hunt, such as the late archery season in gmu 215 & 209, only make it for 
muzzleloaders. The thing I don't like about muzzle- loading is there are not many opportunities to hunt for a quality buck in as many or as good of areas as 
archery or modern firearm season and the season is shorter. If there were opportunities such as the archery hunt in late November in gmu 215 & 209 I'm 
sure a lot of hunters would find it very attractive & would change over from the other types of weapons. I have muzzleloaded in gmu-209 off & on for 12 
years & in the begining thre was alot more hunters to where now it is rare to find any one else during the hunt. Most muzzleloading is offered in a less 
quality area where your too close to private property and the chance of harvesting or just seeing a nice buck is very slim.  For the handicap we have hunting 
with a muzzleloader there it is not enough of these to make most hunters change.
Open more areas to muzzzleloaders during archery or open dates, not with the rifle hunters.
open more gmu's to a seperate muzzle loader season, not lumping muzzle loader hunters into the general firearms season. add more days to the 
muzzleloader seasons
Open more late areas with permits only.Without all the private land.
Open more muzzleloader WHITETAIL early and late seasons in Okanogan and Ferry Counties.
open more units but to BUCK only
Open more units that can be combined with elk seasons
Open more units to M/L later in the year (late hunts)
OPEN MUZZLELOADER SEASON AS LONG AS ARCHERY. EVEN OVERLAP THE TWO SEASONS; BUT GIVE ARCHERY HUNTERS OVER  75% OF 
THIER SEASON, TO HUNT EXCLUSIVELY, BY THEMSELVES; WITH NO MUZZLELOADER HUNTERS IN THE WOODS!!    THEN GIVE 
MUZZLELOADERS SOME TIME, & ALSO LOTS OF LATE BUCK  SEASON.  MU ZZLELOADER HUNTING IS QUITE DIFFICULT, ALL SHOOTING 
(RESPONSIBLE, ACCURATE, KILL IN ONE SHOT, TYPE SHOOTING....) TAKES PLACE  WITHIN 70-80  YARDS.    MORE MUZZLELOADING 
QUALIFICATIONS MAYBE IN ORDER.
Open no more than 27% of the total GMU to muzzleloaders.
open season longer and open to 75% of the gmu
Open special seasons to muzzleloaders in the GMU's at a time when deer are expected to be in those areas on a permit basis.  Areas can be open to 
anterless or any buck or 3-point or better depending on the GMU involved.  More muzzleloader hunters would hunt if they had a better chance at being 
successful and that success ratio could be controlled by the permit process.
Open the season early and have a better late season with more areas open.
open the seasons longer, or change to a deer tag that allows use for all weapons like ID. Seasons are way too short. People like to get out and experience 
the outdoors, not have 5 days to hunt and donr till next year give me a break.
open them all and change the types of muzzleloaders so we can use more modern types
Open to 75% ,and  allow  scopes.
Open unit 136 to muzzle loading
open up more special permit opportunities in more gmu's.
Opening GMUs to muzzleloader seasons is not going to make a significant impact on participation. I believe that there must be less restictions placed on 
the muzzleloader weapon itselk. Allow the option of scoped optics, allow the option 209 shotshell primers Also allow a hunter to hunt with all weapons 
during each open season until he/ she harvests their deer. If you allow hunting during all seasons, with all weapons, you would see less yearling animals 
killed because hunters would not be so quick to take the first legal animal that presents inself.
Opening more areas is good, however, be sure that the Muzzleloading season does not overlap other seasons.  I believe it could be a big draw if a Hunter 
could be confident there would be fewer Hunters in the woods if they took up Muzzleloader hunting.
Opening more muzzle loading opportunities is irresponsible based on the progression of muzzle loaders equipment in the last 15 years.  It s not the same 
round ball and powered of 15 years ago.  Chambered barrels, easy loaders, ballistic bullets (not balls) and powder upgrades make muzzle loading like 
shooting a 50 caliber single shot rifle.  Traditional muzzles loaders were accurate at 50 yards max.  Now you can easily hit inside a pie plate at 200 yards no 
problem.  Muzzle loaders today are just riffles and something needs to change ASAP.  Muzzle loading should not have chambered barrels, no easy loaders 
and only allowed to use round lead balls.. Thatâ€™s the way it was before.  Why not let bow hunters use almost zero drawn bows?  Because itâ€™s 
cheating!  All my Muzzle loader friends are hunting in pairs and making the season no different then hunting with a modern rifle.  The rules need to be fixed 
in the state ASAP to only allow traditional muzzle loaders only.  You are just allowing and extended rifle hunt if nothing changes.
Opening up these GMU S relly isn t the main reason that there are less muzzleloaders. it is because the restrictions that the muzzleloaders have to hunt 
with. i know severil of muzzleloaders that switched over to modern or archery due to the fact of restrictions of thier muzzleloaders. i have also been out with 
these muzzleloaders wile they were hunting for deer and elk and really i cant blame them for switching over to modern or archery. i have seen so many 
missfires because of the firing caps and bullets that they have to use ,no matter what brand it is it failed to work. it failed to work because it's exposed with 
the weather environment we have with this state that gives them a majior disadvantege.   I am not a muzzleloader i am a modern/archery hunter. i 
personally think and i am surre others think the same way that the state should allow the ones who want to muzzleload to be able to use these newer more 
advanced muzzleloaders that arn't open breeched. the open sight rule is fine but the restrictions that they have now is just rediculouse and i personally think 
option A would be the best, but I would realy like to see unit 667 skookumchuck open for both early and late muzzleloader deer. There are lots of deer and 
lots of quality walk-in hunt oppertunities.
Oregon and Washington are the only states that I know of that do not allow inline muzzleloading hunt opportunititys. Many of us feel that our state needs to 
follow states like New Mexico in how they handle muzzleloader trophy and general season opportunities.
part of the problem is that the cost of switching to Muzzle loader hunting is to prohibitive for the average hunter who all ready has a modern firearm, ther eis 
nothing you can do about that.
Percentages by district are misleading.  Having some opportunities within 50 miles of each city would provide more access.
Perhaps muzzleloading participation is lower not because there are fewer opportunities, but rather because muzzleloader hunting itself is lessening in 
popularity. It always was a specialty type of hunting, requiring one to be both a better hunter and a better shot than the average hunter. I suspect most 
hunters use modern firearms because they have a better chance of getting an animal when it requires a second shot, not because they like muzzleloaders 
less than modern rifles.
Perhaps, combine the total number of permits available for bowhunters and muzzle loaders into a single draw if you get a permit you can use it in the 
season that matches your tag. This simplifies the permit draw process and increases opportunities. I think you are mistaken once again on the reasons for 
lower participation. Muzzle loading is a pain in the butt! :-)
Please change the deer & elk muzzleloader seasons so that they are not at the same time.  The way it is now, it is almost impossible to hunt deer & elk 
with a muzzleloader, as the season dates are the same.
Please do not allow muzzleloaders to hunt in more GMUs for deer or elk.   The regulations for minimum requirement to hunt muzzleloader is not strict 
enough and the enforcement is not there.  I have any several occasions seen muzzleloaders in GMUâ€™s not open to them, it has become a tradition in 
my family to patrol and protect our hunting ground during muzzleloader season, they are incredibly rude.  We have found dead elk and deer often with 
muzzleloader bullets that only penetrate a small layer of muscle, not enough to kill immediately and ethically but after infection sets in they die slowly.
Please make it as equal as possible with the other user groups.
possible give them a few more permits in the chelan county entiat units for a late hunt. not very many. and take away the archery permits. hunts. or archery 
recieve part of there orginal hunt and then muzz pick up the other. but with less permits for both.
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possible make the season longer even if it is only 5 week days (m-F)
Provide a late season for Muzzleloader deer hunting
Provide better timing and seasons for muzzleloaders- the current seasons in early Oct. are too warm and offer little harvest potential- especially for deer
Provide for areas and seasons between the archery and modern rifle where the muzzleloader could hunt in more congested suburban settings. This 
provides for longer ranges (up to 200 yards) yet not as long ranged as a modern rifle. many landowners would be more receptive to this, because it also 
limits the pressure and tends to be quality hunters.
Provide longer general muzzle loader seasons WHICH are tandemly open for deer, elk and bear.  All this over thinking and reworking of seasons is really 
unnecessary when it comes to primative weapons. Archery included.
Provide longer seasons, and open more Gmu's will most likely get modern firearm guys to convert over to muzzleloader.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Provide more muzzlerloader only seasons. Given the choice between muzzlerloader and modern rifle in a general season, only die hard muzzleloaders 
would choose to handicap themselves.
Provide more special permit hunts?
PROVIDE MULTIPLE HUNTING TAGS INSTED OF THE RAFFLE AND LET HUNTERS CHOOSE WHICH THEY WANT TO HUNT WITH  THEN THEIR 
IS NO PROBLEM
provide some limited entry early september muzzleloader hunts in the packwood unit 516
Put the In-Line muzzleloaders in with the modern firearms and let them use the scopes and modern closed ignition systems that are available. Limit the 
muzzleloader seasons to the primitive style ignitions such as sidelock, flintlock, wheellock or match lock.
Put the muzzleloader seasons with modern firearms. the new muzzleloading fiearms are not mussleloading.
Rather than open more GMU's, close more GMU's to modern firearm so that only archery and muzzleloader seasons will exist in those GMU's.
reduce areas for muzzleloading to 50% or less since such a small percentage hunts that method. The units are already to crowded to hunt effectively.
reduce equipment restrictions- allow single shot inlines, 209 caps, glass, or dots, include blk pwdr single shot handguns same restrictions as long guns min 
6" barrel   restrict: allow loose powder only, all lead only, no sabo's (plastic wads okay)

Reduce muzzle loader opportunities to correspond with the lower demand.     Reading this question it appears to me that you have your concept of supply 
and demand backwards. You're assumption, as stated in the first sentence above, is that the demand for muzzleloader oportunities is low, because the 
supply of these oportunities is low. It is also not clear what you are attempting to accomplish by increasing muzzleloader hunter participation.
Reduce restrictions on muzzle loaders....allow scopes and 209 primers....this would increase the number of hunters using this weapon.
Reduce to 25%
REMOVE DRAW TAGS FOR GMU #381 KAHOLTUS LATE SEASON. EITHER MAKE IT NON DRAW OR ISSUE MORE TAGS OR FIRST COME FIRST 
SERVED
Remove restrictions on in-line muzzleloaders to include all types including 209 primer type ignitions and all types of projectiles.
remove the restrictions that we have on the improvements in muzzleloaders like the caps scopes and the turn out will improve on its own eastern states us 
the new improvements muzzleload hunting is huge in those states. the units I hunt sure do not need more pressure I have land at the end of a road for elk 
there are up to 20 cars every day
re-open early and late seaons in Lincoln county  (and lengthen them)

restrict muzzle loader use even further. Modern blackpowder rifles shoot just like centefire rifles ;  I know several muzzleloaders who shot elk and deer with 
only the one shot and did not get a clean kill , thus letting the animal run and die far away. They just kept on shooting more and more elk or deer until they 
got on , leading to like 3 or 4 shot before one was harvested! no one can stop this kind of waste so limit blackpowder as it leads to wasted game.
restrict the muzzleloader to powder and side flint. The current muzzleloader is to accurate now.
Reward primitive weapon hunters with longer seasons and more opportunities
Rotate the areas
season is the same time as elk, change dates and i will go
Selective GMUs; below 85% however.
seperate seasons for deer and elk
Shorten Muzzleloader seasons to coincide with regular modern firearm seasons
Shorten their season
So few people hunt with muzzleloaders because it keeps them from hunting with a modern firearm or archery. You guys really need to re-examine that 
policy.
some distribution between 60% and 80% (70?)
SOME MUZZLELOADERS ARE ALMOST MODERN FIREARMS THESE DAYS!
Some of the muzzleloader rifles are almost as acurate as a modern rifle.
Something between the current 58% and 80%
specific areas could be establised with damage controle for that time period of hunting
Split GMUs between Archery and Muzzleloader.
Start changing muzzle loader restrictions, like allowing 209 primers and possibly othe advantages to get more people away from modern firearms.
Start weaning hunters away from rifles.  This will result in better quality hunting as rifles are too effective.
Stop playing around!  Muzzleloaders are ineffective and obsolete method of harvesting annimals.  Stop catering to a minority of hunters!  That is why you 
are driving hunters away.  You ignore the majority and cater to a very few!!
Take a bit away from bow season, and give it too the muzzleloaders.   Please explain to me why 12% of the hunting population gets three times the amount 
of opportunity???
Take some modern firearm districts and close to modern firearm and open to muzzle loader.  Open more districts to Archery...like 96 % and put modern 
firearm at 80 % and miuzzle loader (which is becoming almost like modern firearm) at 75 %.  Put spikes, which are like yearling calves, off limits to modern 
firearm and make them all special permit...provide an incentive to anyone who kills a predator with extra points toward getting a bull elk permit...
Technology has created a modern muzzleloader that is currently not legal in the State of Washington.  Relaxing the regulations to allow for inline 
muzzleloaders and increasing (70%-85%) the number of GMU's with muzzleloader seasons will increase the distribution of hunters.  Allowing for this more 
modern firearm should also result in an increased number of multi-season weapons permit applications.
Tell us why the 58% to begin with. Without knowing the why to begin with it is hard to determine how and why to increase. Is this due to new people 
acquiring Muzzleloader permits because they were con'd into a multi-purpose permit for a high price?  a non-resident can hunt in Vermont for close to the 
cost or a resident in Washington. Looks to me like too many high priced salaries in or WA hunt/fish areas (i.e. too many chiefs and not enough indians. 
Along with the high price of new vehicles and bad gas milage. Bring back the surplus jeeps!)
Thank you for noticing the lack of muzzleloader participation in deer hunting.  The primary reason for this in Eastern Washington is the concurrent hunt with 
Elk.  Please provide real opportunities to hunt for deer and you will find the ratio of muzzleloader hunters increase dramatically.
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The answer in my mind is in the question in that you have 80 units for Muzzleloader, 130 for archery and 132 for modern. WE all pay the same license fees 
and taxes and all should be given fair and equal oppertunity to hunt similar areas as each weapon stated.
the best way to get more hunters for muzzleloading is 5% more GMUs and higher number of special permits,( for example GMU 
328,290,329,335,336,340,554,574  only 2  special permits) whats up with that ??? it shoud be (at least FIVE  special permits at - 3-point or better)
The criteria for muzzleloaders is inconsistant with most other states. Lead only bullets is stupid, as there is great concern for lead poisioning, and better 
projectiles make much more sence. The Exposed primer criteria makes no sence at all, as this increases the likleyhood of delayed or hangfires which 
cause increased accidents and wounded animals.
The deer and elk seasons overlap in general Eastern Washington.  It makes it extremely irritating and differs myself and other familiy members to choosing 
archary or muzzleloader for deer or elk
The Department sometimes overlaps GMUs with archery and muzzleloader methods, try overlapping rifle and muzzleloaders. Try lifting restrictions on 
scoped muzzleloaders, it might entice new people to the sport.
The Game Dept. should not become involved with giving more special hunting opportunities to one hunting group.
The GMU access should at least be proportional to the percentage of muzzleloader hunters. This does not allow for prediction of participation since 
presumably the percentage is down due to lack of opportunity. Perhaps percentage could be assessed in the first year by engaging option A and adjusted 
in subsequent years. All GMU's open to modern should be open to ML.
The issue is not as much about GMU's as it is about muzzleloader restrictions. i.e. scopes, 209 primers, etc.
The likelihood of maiming/injuring an animal without killing it using these methods makes this consideration barbaric.  Please put an end to these 
"opportunities".
the muzzle loader season needs to be before the modern firearm hunts are allowed in the same area in order to allow the muzzleloader hunter equal 
chance.
the muzzleloader deer season sucks no rut would never hunt it. but i muzzle for elk becase i hit part of the rut where i can still call them in
The muzzleloader rules need to be changed to allow all muzzleloader hunters to use the 209 system and be allowed to use scopes on their weapons.
The muzzleloader season in my opinion is not very good being so short. I would be encouraged to take up muzzleloading if the season was more than a 
week long. Modern firearm season in my opinion is a joke. Anyone and everyone is doing it. I don't feel safe in the woods. They shoot up all the wildlife. Too 
many road hunters.
The muzzleloaders already have  the most prime times of the year for their hunting seasons.
The new muzzleloader is basicly a single shot rifle that is accurate out to 200 yard. with such a small % of hunter using this method it seem they have a 
pretty good opertunity.
The number of GMU's open, the timing and lenght of the seasons equates to harvest numbers, the Muzzle loaders are currently the most successful hunter 
group in their kill percentage.  Is WDFW considering doing away with resource allocation and turning the season setting into a political football??
The number of open units should reflect the number of hunters using that weapon. Fewer hunters should result in fewer oppertunities.
The one think I would suggest, and my archery buddies do not like it, is that all three user groups be on a rotational basis: This year, no change, but the 
following year let the muzzleloaders go first, and archers last; then, of course, let the rifle guys go first for the next year and so on.
the only concern i have is that you can't have muzzleloader hunters in the same units at the same time as archery hunters, but yoiu could have them in the 
same units as moder firearms. If you could open more units without competing with the other seosons that would be ideal
The previous deer hunting seasons for muzzle loaders was just before the modern rifle season which provided a distinct hunting advantage to muzzle 
loaders.  By the time modern firearm hunters arrive to hunt,  the deer have been chased for week by muzzle loader hunters.  The muzzle loader of today is 
so much closer to the modern firearm than the true muzzle loader that providing separate seasons is not warranted.  I would rather see either concurrent 
seasons or select GMU's identified for muzzle loaders only.
The reason for lack of interest isn't for the lack of GMU opportunities, it's based on the weapon restircitions. The state needs to consider reavluating the 
restrictions on muzzleloaders.
The reason I hunt with a muzzleloader is because of the reduce amount of hunters in the field. Rifle season is crazy with hunters not being safe. Need to 
open all areas to muzzle loaders.
The reason most hunters don't muzzleloade is the difficutly factor and buying a rifle for this porpose is just wasteful.
The reason muzzle loaders are not used is because they are difficult firearms to deal with not because of the season limits.  Any complaints that the 
season limits are hurting the amount of muzzleloading hunting is probably coming from people who already are muzzleloaders.
The reason people don't muzzleload hunt is because the options are so limited.
Their are plenty of units, but the late seasons are a bust.  The deer have been hunted with archery and modern rifle since Sept, late seasons in November 
for muzzle loader.
Ther is plenty of opportunity for muzzloaders, if they want to do it they can.
There are currently more oppertunities available than there is interest BECAUSE there is little interest not because there is limited oppertunities.
There does not need to be anymore muzzloader seasons.
There is a difference between opportunity and success.  The overall success ratio of muzzeloaders is very high in comparison to archery thus I do not see 
the need to provide more opportunity and thus a higher success ratio than is already being achieved.  Is the goal of the Department to manage wildlife or to 
provide opportunity for a user group.  In my way of thinking the Department should use each user group as a management tool and thus provide opportunity 
based on that premise.
there is lots of units open for the low amount of hunters using them plus they get better hunting dates
There is no advantage to hunting with a muzzleloader based on current opportunities. The only benefit is any buck on NE WA. Rather than allowing 
muzzleloaders to hunt early, allow them to hunt later during the rut. I have a muzzleloader but dont use it for the reason stated.
There need to be more opertunities for quality muzzleloader hunting ie during the rut or late fall.
There should be an all inclusive license, so you could hunt withn any method until you got your kill.
There should be one general season and not make a difference whether you shoot muzzleloader or modern firearm.
They can always switch gear types
THEY SHOULD'NT GET ANY KIND OF SPECIAL TREATMENT THEY ALREADY HAVE A LONGER SEASON THAN MODERN  AND START BEFORE 
MODERN
Think about changing the dates or allow muzzleloaders the opportunity to hunt using a modern firearm if unsuccessful during the muzzleloading season.
This does little to solve the problem as stated above--the problem with these special season hunts is the start on a weekend and end in middle week---who 
can do that and work also??  More days per season--even make a 2 session season early & late hunts also.  Bow hunters have a bigger lobby in legislature 
to get better areas, longer seasons and such--you guys are fooling no one on this.
this is a short season as it is and opening more area is not the answer.  The key to higher muzzloader participation is permits.  Everybody looks for that 
quality hunt that provides opportunity to get away from the general public and general seasons.  so many of us left muzzleloading due to the fact that we 
could hunt modern firearm and put in for great late season mule deer hunts that weren't during the general season plus we got more than just 7 days in 
october to do so.  I would bet if  you took a small portion of late buck tags from the modern rifle quota and created a late muzzleload hunt participation 
would increase.  And while were at it lets have a 7 day season in november in GMUS 117-124 that muzzleloaders can harvest whitetail does only. This can 
overlap rifle season hunters orange required and would help with doe issues.
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This is the only way to express how unsatisfactory the current situation is!  Why are muzzle loading hunters so unduly restricted compared to modern and 
archery hunters?!      Applies to both deer and elk!
This isn't a hunting season issue. This is the state of Washington trying to squeeze more money out of hunters. I have resided and hunted in numerous 
states, never did I have to choose a weapon nor pay (as a resident) over $200.00 to harvest 1 deer with a bow, muzzleloader, or rifle.
This multiple choice sucks really bad. check it out your self. All of the choices I wanted to check except one which was five. Too bad your program really 
sucks. If you want to some good change it.
To make muzzle loader season more appealing stagger season dates between westen and eastern washington to provide more days afield. Adjust 
seasons for the area/weather patterns. Late season Muzzle loader hunting in western washington is difficult. Provide more early opertunities before wet 
rainy weather sets in western GMUs.
Today's top end muzzleloaders are as nearly as effective as modern firearms.  Rather than providing a distinct separation between seasons, modern 
firearm and muzzleloader seasons should be joined together.  In other words, there should be no additional season(s) and/or GMU's open for 
muzzleloaders.  Instead, their season should directly mirror that of moderfirearm's season.  The only distinction that should be made between seasons is 
that of firearm verses archery.
treat muzzleloader season more like archery season. open the season in mid september and close a week before modern season opens. make the season 
at leased three weeks long and open a late season in northeast gmu's 101 thru 124.
Treat muzzleloaders same as modern firearm, no separate seasons or special treatment.
Try allowing red dot or low power scopes and you may pull  in some rifle hunters.
Try offering the hunters a drawing for a second tag opposite of the tag they have now. How about a General and a drawing for a muzzleloader permit or 
Archery (primary) and a muzzleloader permit (by draw).
Try this. All GMU's.  Modern firearms- two weeks                             Muzzleloaders- three weeks                              Archery-  four weeks  The weapon with 
the biggest advantage gets the shortest season.  Archery starts, and modern gets the final two weeks.
u would have more muzzleloaders hunting if the areas were open
use modern muzzleloaders
use of special permits should be encouraged
Usually the 81.2% modern firearm guys take the hit to increase opportunities for the 6% muzzleloaders & 12 % archers.  I see my seasons, permits and 
other opportunities reduced to please the minorities. Do you feel your priorities are a little messed up?  Clearly 81.2 % of all permits should be given to 
modern, etc.  Seasons should be equal in length and same opportunities for all.  If they have an early and late season available and can hunt both sides of 
the mountains, then so should I. Usually they get first crack at harvesting the animals, have less restrictions to what they can harvest, longer seasons, and 
during the time the weather supports harvesting better.  It seems that the state is intent on charging the 81.2% more for an every decreasing piece of the 
pie.  Makes me wonder where does the logic come into play?
Utilize muzzleloader hunters!  Although they only make up 6% of the general hunting population, muzzleloaders are perhaps the fastest growing in 
numbers, and they tend to have a very high harvest percentage rate, in some areas up to 93% for deer.  Muzzleloader hunters being the smallest group of 
hunter puts a low amount of hunting pressure.  I am in 100% support of opening up 95% of GMUâ€™s to muzzleloader to all areas modern firearm hunters 
have access too and archery hunters may have select GMUâ€™s which are no gun units.  Because muzzleloaders have the smallest percentage of 
hunters, they should have more areas set as â€œany deerâ€� or â€œany buckâ€� to held manage game.
WA FISH AND GAME NEEDS TO LOOK VERY HARD AT INCREASING HUNTER OPPORTUNITY....  WHY NOT ISSUE A MULTI SEASON TAG TO 
ANYONE....WHO IS WILLING TO PURCHASE IT ...THE CAN STILL ONLY HARVEST 1 DEER AND 1 ELK...WE NEED TO BECOME MORE HUNTER 
FRIENDLY IN THIS STATE ,,,THE FACT THAT WE ARE REQUIRED TO PICK 1 WEAPON CHOICE IS REDICULOUS......//////?????
Washington State needs more oppertunity for muzzleloading, They also need to make the season later, Most states have late muzzleloading oppertunities. 
This opens oppertunity for youth and older hunters when there is less hunting pressure.
WDFW took away alot of the permit hunts and gave them to the youth hunts.
we do need more units open. I love muzzle hunting but the areas I hunt are never open.
WE have no late season for Bucks, and no good unit in winthrop area.
We hunt with muzzleloader during the modern firearm season because the area we hunt is shotgun/muzzle loader area. I prefer regular season tags, as it 
allows me to hunt more than 2 days a year. It also makes the late season practical, should I need it.
we need to spread the season on all hunting I hate hunting in short pants.....
We should also address the gear requirements!!!
what are you trying to do kill all the deer we need three point min for the whole state the blacktails numbers are down I've lived in this state all my life 50 
years come to king county and look around the deer are down in numbers not only from seasons but the indians. there is no control its like nobody 
caresabout our deer.
What you are not saying is what is the success ratio for each weapon choice.  I think that the seasons should be balanced so that the chance of bagging an 
animal is about equal no matter which weapon you choose.
When we are allowed to hunt in GMU 130, all the mule deer have moved south.
Why 80-95%? Maybe a slow phase-in (70-75-80%) to see how it effects participation and harvest. Make sure buck to doe ratios are met. Make sure quality 
hunts are available.
Why aren't all GMUs open to muzzleloaders?
Why do we need higher muzzleloader participatation.  The use of increased muzzleloader technology may have more to due with low interest.  With 
muzzleloaders capable of shooting 200 yards, there is little reason to seperate the muzzleloaders from the modern firearms hunters.
why not allow a lesser weapon use during a open season? Meaning, why cant people use a bow or a muzzle loader with magnified scope during gun or bow
during muzzle loader? dont change the season just allow use of a lesser weapon. I want to use a bow as my weapon but want to hunt during ML time 
frame. whats the problem with that?
Why not have equal GMU's open for muzzleloader as modern and archery?  We don't want an any deer season, buck only, 2x2 or 3x3 or better is just fine.  
We just want to not be so restricted of where we can hunt.
Why not stop making tags weapon specific and let people enjoy all of the methods to hunt.  I would love to pick up the muzzleloader after archery season 
and maybe modern rifle after that.  Changing the muzzleloader rules to allow modern ignition, 209 primers, would help also.
why restrict muzzleloader and archery units? is it to save on enforcement costs?hunters in the field help reduce illegal acts.muzzleloaders and archers pay 
the same for the license they should get the same opportunity
Why the differance in the first place - a modern muzze loader is almost a modern fire arm- either classify them together or give them the same GMU with a 
differant season.

Why the disparity.  Sounds like revenue to me.  The bigger spenders get the preferred treatment.  That is the general belief with most hunters.  Ask anyone.
With only 6.1% muzzleloaders and 12.6% archery the muzzleloaders should only have 50% opportunities compared to archers. Thus isn't D. the best?
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With the advancements made in muzzleloaders, the black powder hunters should abide by the same limits, permits, and seasons as the "modern" rifle 
hunters. Opening a region like the "Sapsop" for a month at the end of the regular season, letting them hunt through the rut, kill a buck or a doe is not right. 
Very little of your revenue comes from muzzleloaders, why do they deserve special seasons? In Western Washington they are driving roads and glassing 
clearcuts just like the rest of us.
With the advent of recent technology, most "muzzle loaders" are just as effective as modern firearms inside of 200 yards.  The disitinction between the two 
has become a gray area, thus, there needs to be more clarification on what is considered a "muzzle loader" vs a muzzler loader hybrid (ie all break-action 
muzzle loaders.)  Currently this is nothing more than a loophole to start the season early.
with the effectiveness of "modern muzzle loaders" they should hunt the modern firearm seasons.
With the muzzleloaders being made today, season should be shorter and limited to high population areas.
With the new modern muzzleloaders being extremely effective they are no different than hunting with a single shot modern rifle. Muzzleloaders should be 
permitted to hunt during general rifle seasons and not permits special hunts.
With the new muzzle loaders special seasons should not be permitted but rather modern Rifle and Muzzleloader should be combined into one season.
with the technology in todays smoke sticks they need to be more heavily monitored. this is not a premitive weapon. they can shoot 150 yards plus that is 
not primitive

With the updates in muzzleloader technology + the advantage of better seasons than modern firearms hunters. Muzzleloader kill and wound rate is the 
highest percentage of hunters. There needs to be some type of restriction. Also, this would create alot of overlap between archery and muzzleloader GMUs.
wore restrictions on what type muzzleloaders can be used
would like to see the deer and elk muzzleloading seasons seperated, @ the opener
yes it would be nice to have more muzzleloader apportunities, and longer seasons. I would definatly do all my hunting with muzzleloader.
yes it would be nice to have more muzzleloader opportunities and longer seasons.
Yes, I think muzzeloaers deserve the same rights and oppurtunity as other user groups in this state. I currently hunt with a muzzeloader and it is frustrating 
trying to find a place to hunt, and when you find a unit that is open and has animals all of the rest of the muzzeloader hunters are there too because that is 
the only place to hunt.
You can open more GMU's to Muzzleloaders as long as the over all permits issued based on harverst rates don't affect management objectives, and get 
away from the whole premis that x amount of people hunt with a certain weapon so they are entiled to that mount of opportunity.
You have way to many restrictions on muzzleloaders.
You need to extend muzzleloader season for at least as long as early buck.  In 124 we only get 1 week of hunting deer and elk and then we have to go 
somewhere else.  We should get at least as long as the archery guys get.
You provide fewer late hunts which makes people go modern.
You should be able to hunt WHERE YOU LIVE, WITH THE WEAPON OF YOUR CHOICE!  I stopped hunting deer with a muzzleloader, because of the 
fact that I cant hunt in my own unit, that sucks.  Opening weekend of modern deer is like vietnam here and archery is too late in the year.  What am I 
supposed to do?  Again, I favor ID./MT's approach: Hunt where you live with weapon of choice, but make em' buy Archery/muzzeloader/modern "stamps" to 
spread out the pressure!
You should sell only so many permits state-wide and allow everyone to hunt any season/weapon they want and only be restricted to how many deer they 
can take in each zone.  It will increase sales, make it easier for people to hunt, and allow wider participation and economic output.
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Issue 4:
Muzzleloader hunter participation is lower than modern firearm and archery, most likely because the opportunities provided are not as 
widespread or as long. 
The average percentage of deer hunters that participated in muzzleloader season for the years 2001-2006 was 6.1% (range 5.0% to 6.8%). 
During the same time period, the average percentage of deer hunters that participated in modern firearm season was 81.2% (range 79.0% to 
83.5%) and the average percentage of deer hunters that participated in archery season was 12.6% (range 11.5% to 13.9%).
How should the Department address muzzleloader opportunities?
Another way to improve the muzzleloader deer season is to eliminate or reduce the overlap between muzzleloader deer season and 
muzzleloader elk season. Rank the following options, with "1" being your most preferred and "5" being your least preferred.
2 weeks of muzzleloader starting Oct. 1st
3 or 4 pt minimum requirements for all types of hunting and more late season special permits for all types of hunting in more units would allow for less 
hunting pressure on animals at anyone time and allow people to harvest more quality bucks and bulls
A combination of more open areas for muzzleloader hunters along with a revision to the timing of the muzzleloader season.  Currently, archery hunters are 
the first group to hunt.  Second come the modern firearm hunters and lastly are the muzzleloader hunters.  Placing the muzzleloader season in the middle 
would introduce the total hunting population into the GMU's in a more gradual manner.  Currently, a vastly larger number of hunters with an incredible 
advantage in lethality have already been through most areas by the time the muzzleloader hunters get their opportunity.  This plan would apply to both deer 
and elk hunting and COULD address other concerns of overharvesting by giving the herds a more gradual exposure to hunting pressure as the season 
progresses.  Additionally, it would give the muzzleloader hunters a more rewarding experience.
a late season would not only be nice it would be fair
A possibility would be to overlap the final week of archery and the early muzzleloader season so that archers don't loose a week of their season.  Either that 
or extend the muzzleloader season to include the first weekend of modern firearm season provided the muzzleloaders follow the hunter orange 
requirements.
Abolish muzzle hunting.
add more time to make it equatible to archery
Adopting Options A, B and C will help.  The overlapping of deer and Elk muzzleloader seasons didn't seem fair.
Again let us use something other than "solid lead" (bad for the environment) projectiles and allow the use of a scope for a more accurate shot. Early 
modern firarms weren't semi auto, used solid lead and din't have scopes yet all of these are allowed for them. The semi auto part is a part of what is getting 
people killed in hunting "accidents" every year. people have a lot of ammo and rappid fire capability so they shoot into brush to scare out animals and 
sometimes get people.
Again this multiple choice is stupid to say the least. Check it out your self. I dare you. I would like to see more open areas for muzzle loader PLAIN and 
SIMPLE.
again you are just going to make people change weapons by extending or expanding the season which will just make the muzzleloader crowd complain 
about all the people instead of lack of opportunity or time
Again, "One hunting license, all seasons with all weapons" until your deer is taken.
Again, allow archery hunters to participate in muzzleloader season.
Again, go to a "stamp" method of seasons by weapon choice.
Again, I see no reason to increase muzzleloader opportunity at the expense of archers and modern rifle.
Again, I'm just not certain that I have enough understanding of all the associated issues to make a recommendation on this issue.
Again, move all the Black Powder to Dec, Jan, or Feb, and give them 21 days! Possibly with an antlerless provision!
again,see above comment
ALL seasons should be made longer. Hunters can still only harvest one deer and it would spread the pressure out. People still only have a limited amount 
of time they can hunt. Vacation etc.
all the seasons open too early
allow 209 shotgun primer ignition systems.
Allow for a longer Elk season
Allow for muzzleloader season to end just before the bird season opens up. This way you get more interested parties from out of state hunters.
Allow hunters the opportunity to both hunt deer and elk during both seasons, modern and muzzleloader.  That way there diffinately would be more 
participation especially for muzzleloaders.  It used to be this way but hasn't been allowed for some time now.
allow hunting during the rut season for bucks with special permits and not just 10 in an area. Allow the hunter time and opportunity to hunt by making a 
longer season for muzzle loaders as a general season.
Allow 'modern' inline muzzle loaders to be used instead of only 'traditional' exposed cap muzzle loaders.
Allow muzzle loader to also be used during firearms season in addition to (A)

Allow muzzleloader weapons to be used by modern firearm users during muzzleloader seasons,as an additional weapon choice.(subject to additional fees)
Allow muzzleloaders 2 weekends to hunt (like rifle hunters get) versus one weekend.

Allow muzzleloaders to hunt during the modern firearm season and in special seasons and limit the number of permits so the woods are not over crowded.
Allow muzzleloaders to hunt the same time as archery.
allow people to hunt the seasons that are open with the weapon allowed by PURCHASING "muzzle loader" and "archery" permits
Allow scoped hunting with muzzleloaders. You would see a lot more people out there. Open sights limit hunting to a lot of people with eyesight problems 
and mobility limitations. I hear of a lot of animals that are shot at but there is no follow up because after the smoke clears that animal is gone! They don't 
have any idea whether the animal dropped in its tracks or if there was a hit and it ran off. A crosshair on an animal is more of a sure thing leaving fewer 
animals out there suffering a long and miserable death after being wounded.
Allow Scoped Muzzleloaders
Allow scopes!
and a high number of special permits
Another way to improve Muzzleloader deer season is to include more units where to increase muzzeloader deer and muzzleloader elk season overlap.  
This would potentially allow the muzzleloader hunter to harvest both species during one trip to the field (i.e., rather than choose which species he/she would 
rather hunt).
Anthing else
Archers could lose up to a week of their season.  The archery deer season has already been adversely    effected by delaying the archery elk season to 
Sept 8th.
archery, rifle, muzzle, late archery
Are the muzzleloader deer hunters that you have a "count" of also the hunters that are buying the muzzleloader elk tags? Maybe those hunters are 
muzzleloading because they can hunt both species at the same time.
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Are you comparing archery deer and muzzleloader deer or muzzleloader deer and elk. Have muzzleloader deer and elk open the same time (or overlap).
As an archery hunter, I REALLY like have both deer and elk seasons at the same time. If I was a muzzleloader hunter I would probably feel the same way. I 
would say PLEASE KEEP the overlapping muzzleloader deer and elk seasons. At any rate, PLEASE DO NOT REDUCE the archery seasons, and I would 
very much prefer NOT having muzzleloader hunters in the same areas with archers.
As I said, NO special seasons, NO extra hunting units, NO special rules pertaining to antler/anterless.    It IS a matter of choice, and the Muzzleloader 
hunter needs to be happy with doing the job, doing it right, and using the weapon of their choice.  Not using a Muzzleloader because it affords them more 
time to hunt, with special rules, etc.      Being a successful hunter HAS to be because of YOU as an individual, NOT because you got to hunt with "special" 
everything.  I can't see where that would make a person feel good about a successful hunt!    However, the Bow Hunters seem to think they are a few steps 
above all other hunters because of their "primitive" weapon....and maybe that would make them a better hunter than the rest IF they didn't break every other 
rule in the book....ie:  Shooting an animal from a main paved road, within 30 feet of a main highway, with cars whizzing by at 60 mph.    I saw a small doe 
standing in an area, feeding on a Russian Olive tree.  The area was surrounded on 3 sides by paved road.  After taking a short drive down one of the roads, 
AS POINTED OUT ABOVE
AS stated above
As stated earlier, let them hunt all modern firearm seasons
Ban all "sport" hunting.
Because of the different strategies of archery and muzzleloader hunting, allowing overlap should be allowed.  Archery should not close early just to allow 
additional muzzleloading time.
Bring back the muzzle loader season in lincoln county
C is a good option.
combine A & B and open more GMU's
Combine all break action muzzle loaders with modern firearms.  And only allow true muzzle loaders to hunt for one week after archery season.
Combine modern and muzzle loader seasons. Just give the choice of firarm usage.
Combine Muzzleloader and modern general seasons, Make current Muzzleloader seasons open sited weapons only. (no scopes)
Complete merge of muzzleloader and general firearm seasons
Create limited entry opportunities for hunters to hunt during the rut in a percentage of the units.  The hunts are far more enjoyable when it's not 90 degrees, 
and nearly impossible to stalk the animals.  Our firefighters would also enjoy not having a ton of hunters in the woods during the early fall when most areas 
are so dry that we risk causing costly fires.
cut down archery season it is to long. and has unfair advantages, there are way to many that are loss kills, I talk to hunters that brag about how many elk 
they hit with their bow and they never recover any!
described in other comment box
ditto above comment
Do away with muzzleloader only hunts. Allow muzzle loading hunting during regular rifle open season.
Do not close archery season...open some districts for muzzle loader, but not for modern firearm.  Also maybe open to muzzle loader before modern 
firearm...
Do NOT consider limiting the archery season to address deficiencies in firearm seasons.  Statistically speaking, archers have the lowest kill percentage 
verses days hunted.  In addition, archery requires a greater level of commitment and skill when compared to ANY firearm hunting.  Please do not limit the 
archery hunting season in an attempt to appease firearm hunters.  Instead, consider lumping all firearms together, be it a muzzleloader or modern firearm, 
in one general season.
do not cut archery seasons, archery hunters already don't get many special permit hunts.
Do not muzzle load
Do not open any additonal late seasons, they promote party hunting and cheating.
do not penilize the archery hunter
Do not take away from archery seasons! Seasons were taken away from muzzleloaders last cycle, that's why it's a problem now. Entice modern hunters to 
switch, not archery.
Don't attempt to increase the number of hunters using muzzle loaders.  The weapon has progressed too far, to the point that it is too effective.
Don't care
don't close archery early.
Don't close archery season at all.
Don't force people to choose weapons. Add an extra tag for extra weapons. You don't make people choose between a fly rod and a spinning rod....or is that 
next in this state?     TOO MANY RULES! (and too many animals are killed by cars) make the people killing animals with cars buy a transport license since 
the animal will need to be transported away. Then put that money into the animal management fund.
Don't kill that poor animal with an archaic weapon! Please help all hunters to buy real modern rifles.
Don't provide special seasons to muzzleloaders since the technology has become too efficient and similar to modern firearms. Present muzzleloaders are 
not really primitive weapons any longer.
DON'T REALLY CARE!!!
Don't take away from archery to help muzzleloader. Instead, change the modern season. There are way to many modern rifle hunters in the woods at one 
time anyway.
Don't you guys think it odd that there is a growing number of consultants out there studing your regulations as a service to the general public. Simplifying 
them would be a great improvement.
don't you think they get pushed aroung to much?
Either make muzzleloader regs consistant with "primitive weapons" or be very careful with seasons
eliminate muzzleloader elk seasons, separate differant units for modern and muzzleloaders, or combine the two.
Eliminate muzzleloader season and combine with modern.  Allow all types of muzzleloaders to be used.
Eliminate muzzloding season
Eliminate overlaps of any seasons.  See my reason in the previous question.
Eliminate separate muzzleloader seasons.  Should be 2 seasons, archery and firearm.
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the bucks fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of 
and developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Eliminate the overlap of deer and elk entirely
eliminate the overlap of muzzleloader deer and elk seasons altogether.  These are separate hunts and deserve separate and equal treatment.  Also provide 
more late season muzzleloader deer hunts, especially where deer numbers are very high(stevens county).
elliminate muzzle loading season.
Establish separate season for muzzleloaders
even though I am not a archer why would you want to punish this group to help another most folks I no that think of muzzleloader hunting would if all the 
new improvements for this weapon were ok to use our state needs to look at the other states that have great numbers of game and hunters in the feild
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EXPAND THE DEER SEASON BUT DON'T EXCLUDE ARCHERY HUNTING AT THE SAME TIME.  USUALLY ARCHERY & MUZZLE HUNTERS ARE 
BETTER SKILLED, MORE CAREFUL AND BOTH CAN STILL WEAR CAMO.
Extend muzzeloader, readjust bow for no overlap
Extend opportunity in Units that are not open to late season archery.
Firearm restriction could be changed to include 209 type ignition - this would increase participation.  Continue to not allow optics though.
For me i enjoy the overlap of deer and elk seasons,  I think a bigger and better selection of late mule deer permits would make a huge differance
Give archery, muzzleloader, modern firearm the same amount of time to hunt regardless of weapon.
GIve more season days to archery hunters
Give muzzelloaders better seasons, and issue licenses on a Lottery basis.
Give muzzleloaders an option between late or an early season tag.  Give more options to specific areas that the game population is doing well.
Give Muzzleloaders and Archery the same 25% GMU's and let them have a the good long seasons in these untis and keep them out of the Modern units. 
When the Muzzleloaders are kept out becouse of dry conditions in the early season I atleast get to see some Elk during the modern season.
Give the woods a 2-3 week rest between deer and Elk.
Give them 2 more days on their regular season for either elk or deer.
give us more late season areas bring back the deer and elk at the same time and open MORE disabled only areas. there are way more areas with the other 
methods than with muzzle loaders. it's not bad enough that we are disabled but we are discriminated against also.......
Go back to the a system of one tag that covers all seasons.  Once the tag is filled, be it arhery, ML or modern firearm, the season is then over for the 
hunter.  This is a great way for youth to experince other types of hunting with their families.
Great idea but leave it open during elk season also.
have all seasons of hunting at the same time, with all types of weapons that are legal
Have hunters purchase deer tag.  They can hunt with the appropriate weapon for the season until they are successful or all of the seasons are closed.  This 
will allow more hunting opportunity for all, increase revenue for all related business and for the state of sales tax for supplies and services.  For 
example...they can hunt in muzzleloader season, archery season and modern firearm with the same tag or until they get a deer.
Have more units open especially in the late season.
Have muzzleloader season as described opening last Saturday of September and closing first sunday of October and move the start of Elk season back 
into November closer to what it used to be.
Have one general season that can use modern firearm, bow, and muzzleloader.  You get one tag for kill for the year.  The preference of the hunt is upto the 
hunter, we don't need special seasons for the type of firearm or method of the kill.  No special preference should be given.  The exception is a high country 
hunt early season for the bow hunters.  That is a great opportunity and sport.
Have one season and let every chose there own method of hunt.
Hello, they only represent 6% of the hunters.
HELLO........THIS is the worst idea you have ever presented.DO NOT TAKE OTHER OPERTUNITIES AWAY!!!! You are tring to encourge more hunting. 
DO NOT STEAL from other hunters!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  Overlaping the seasons is fine.
how about closing some rifle season and opening muzzlerloader then.
How about opening the season the 1st of September and closing it the last day of December for all Deer hunts. Allow muzzleloaders to hunt 3pt or better 
bucks or antlerless deer in all areas. Current hunting seasons are too restrictive on time and the type of animal that is legal to hunt. This has led hunters to 
skip the muzzleloading season and to go to modern rifle season, the odds of getting an animal are much better!
How about some overlap deer end elk open the same time in areas that hold good poulations as well
HOW WOULD THIS WORK? MANY HUNTERS TAKE THEIR DEER WHILE ELK HUNTING. IT SEEMS COUNTER PRODUCTIVE. MORE LATE 
SEASON OPPORTUNITY WOULD BE GOOD. LONGER SEASONS IN THE UNITS CURRENTLY OPEN FOR ML DEER AND INCREASED ACCESS IN 
SOME OF THESE UNITS.
Hunters like options. I like to hunt Archery, Rifle and muzzle loader, but I have to choose to not hunt one means or another every year. Muzzle loader 
always falls out with me because of the poor choices I have left. If I could hunt all three seasons with an opportunity to shoot three critters, two deer and an 
elk, that would be great.
Hunting oppurtunities for all weapon disciplines should be identical across the board.
Hunting season for deer is to long, to much pressure on deer. Earley season to Late season for all  type of hunters makes deer season too LONG.
I agree that the overlap is a considerable drawback to ML participation.
I am not a muzzleloader
I believe a large portion of the problem is the hunting seasons that go on "for ever"  with archery, black powdered, modern firearm, youth, handicap, etc.  
This is exerting too much pressure on the resource and causing it to decline.  One four week season with the hunters split into 2 groups of two weeks each 
would better serve conservation of the resource.  No separate seasons for different hunting methods.  One season, period.
I don't agree that other primitive weapons seasons need to be shortened to support more muzzle oppertunities but muzzleloaders need a better share of 
opertunity= Why not open more areas for muzzleloaders during the early season to be able to hunt in normally better weather, rifle hunter don't have to 
worry to much about misfires due to moisture.
I don't believe your premise is true.  I personally look for areas where I can hunt both deer and elk at the same time.
I don't see any reason to give anyone any more opportunities.  No need for early or late seasons.  Just one.  The animals have enough seasons to go 
through
I don't think it necessary to close archery if they have separate GMUs.  Also, since the # of hunters that use these methods are significantly less than 
modern there may be no need to have concern for overlap.  Archery and muzzleloaders can coexist in the same area with less danger to one another than 
modern season participants even wearing blaze!  As a safety concession where archery and muzzleloader overlap consider a blaze option-though I don't 
think it necessary given the limitations of the equipment.
I enjoy being able to hunt both during the same time period.  It saves me money and time off work.  However, two full weeks of hunting would also increase 
the opportunities for muzzleloaders, especially in areas where deer and elk are migratory/mobile.  There may be other ways to increase opportunity than 
those presented.
I feel more late season muzzleloader deer permits are a great idea
I feel that all hunting weapon options need at least 2 full weekends to hunt.  With gas prices what they are today and hunting liscense fees what they are 
and the economy like it is, a person who is able to hunt should have enough time to get it done.  I think seasons should open on a saturday and close no 
less than 9 days later.
I frankly have no problem overlapping deer and elk seasons.  Why should any hunter have to make 2 trips to the woods?  (Not that I object, but I would bet 
that the majority of hunters are not in the position to take a week off of work -- much less 2 weeks for different seasons.)
I like to hunt both species at the same time.
I like would like to see at least 10 to 14 days to hunt deer.  One week earlier then elk plus the week of elk
I realize both archers and muzzeloader compete for the same days to hunt and this is difficult to manage. Don't get me wrong I want as many days in teh 
woods as I can get, but I feel the muzzeloader hunters would be happy if they were given the same days as currently, just open up the rest of the GMUs as 
the archers and modern hunters are allowed to hunt in.
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I support and only support more late season opportunity for muzzleloaders.
I support nothing that jeopardize the Archery season! You have already stated that their are more archers why would you limit the opportunities of the larger 
group and give it to the smaller groups? that makes no sense! In fact I think if you want to see more muzzle loaders than issue more multi season permits. 
Typically people who hunt with a gun do so because they want to harvest an animal not because they enjoy the sport. So if you make them choose they will 
use the tool most likely to afford them success.
I think the muzzeloaders like the overlap
I think there should be more time to fill tags for muzzeloaders.
I would like to see more muzzleloader late season controlled hunt permits that give hunters a chance at harvesting a quality trophy buck.  It seems that 
there are many opportunities for modern firearm hunters to apply for quality late season buck hunts (West Klickitat, Grayback, Wind River, etc.), and if they 
are not drawn, they still can hunt the late buck season in units like Packwood and Randle.  Most of the muzzleloader special permit hunts are for any deer 
or antlerless tags, and if a hunter wants to target trophy bucks on the West side of the state, they have to fight the crowds during the late season in the 
West Klickitat unit.  A few Dec. 1-15 buck only controlled hunt permits in some of the better West side units like Packwood and Randle would give 
muzzleloader deer hunters an opportunity to harvest a quality buck without having to compete with dozens of other people.       This was the first time in 
several years that I purchased a special hunt application for deer. I only bought the application to get another point, and did not apply for any hunts because 
I would like to see the deer and elk seasons for muzzleloader have no overlap at all like the other weapon options. Have more late seasons. We need to be 
more creative on the seasons with the gas prices there will probable be less hunters the next few years. By seperating the deer and elk would help the 
economy. More in the field.
I'd like to see later season for the excitement of the "bugling" experience....
If it is desired to keep the elk season short like the current deer season then allow the deer season to remain open an addition week ahead or after the 
muzzleloader elk season.  I would not want to see the archery season impacted.
If the deer population can support additional days/harvest then I would add days vs. take away days.  Also taking days from another form (Archery) doesnt 
seem appropriate
If WDFW is going to continue to polarize huntes by requiring them to choose one weapon for each specie then that choice should come after the controlled 
hunt draw.  In-other-words the hunter should buy a license, apply for any combination of hunts and then after the draw make the weapon choice.   
Remember,  most hunters are going to choose to hunt during the rut but those late mule deer seasons need to be severly limited if there are going to be 
many mature bucks surviving the season and the winter.  I like to pursue mature bucks in the high country in September which is much more sporting than 
harassing them during the rut.
If you create too many opportunities for muzzleloaders, then a lot of groups will switch over.  They already have good success.
I m a little tired of how much influence the muzzleloaders have had over the last 10 years or more.  I believe it was them along with the modern firearm 
hunters who whined that archery hunters should have to pick a westside or eastside elk tag like them.  What a crock, Archery deer and elk hunting is by far 
tougher than either of those two methods and we get screwed because  the WDFW is to wishy washy to stand tough when all the statistics show how 
archery hunters have a far smaller success rate of harvesting of animals than the other two groups.  Washington won't give us the peak elk rut, nor any of 
the deer rut.  Virtually every other state gives archery hunters the whole rut for deer and elk But yet it's like you go out of your way to make sure we do not 
get a good reasonable chance at hunting deer and elk when they are most vulnerable.  And even during the peak rut, with archery gear neither of these 
animals is a pushover.
Improving the muzzleloader deer season to me, is a matter of opening up more units to provide hunters from around the state with enough opportunities to 
make it worth the effort.  I appreciate the States movement towards opening up more units and separating the muzzleloading hunt timing from other 
methods of hunting.
in no way should the muzzleloader season overlap with archery. that creates issues for both user groups.
increase late season and allow archery hunters to hunt either/or
INCREASE MUZZLE SEASON TO AT LEAST 14 DAYS IF NOT LONGER AND POSSIBLY SHORTEN ARCHERY IF NESSARY!        To Eliminate or 
reduce the overlap between Deer and Elk season for Muzzle Loaders IS THE WOST IDEA I HAVE SEEN YET!  IN EASTERN WASHINGTON IT KEEPS 
ME FROM HUNTING IN ONE OR THE OTHER BECAUSE I CANT BE IN 2 DIFERENT AREAS AT THE SAME TIME!  OVER LAP DECREASES 
HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES AND TIME AFEILD......TO SEE HOW REALLY IDIOTIC THAT CONCEPT IS TRY APPLING THE OVERLAP TO MODERN 
HUNTING  AND COMBINING THE MODERN ELK SEASON WITH MODERN DEER SEASON!  DO YOU GET IT YET?   TO OVER LAP THE SEASON 
FOR MUZZLE LOADERS  HURTS NOT HELPS!!!  AND AS IT NOW IS IN EASTERN WA KEEPS MANY FROM EVEN HUNTING BOTH SEASONS 
BECAUSE OF CURRENT OVERLAPS
Increase open GMU's during general muzzleloader season and allow overlap of deer and elk in late season units.
increase the overlap between elk and deer
Increase the overlap between muzzleloader deer season and muzzleloader elk season.
It is a rare treat, not readily available these days, to be able to hunt deer & elk at the same time.  Please do not take this away.
It is a wonderful time to be able to hunt both elk and deer at the same time while in the woods. I have been muzzleloading hunting the far northeast corner 
of the state for several years now. I have only harvested one bull elk during that time. Last year I had cow elk tags for the area and only saw two cows. I 
think if elk herd managment is a goal then the early season needs to be extended into September. For safety both archery and muzzle loaders can wear 
orange vests during season overlaps.
It is hard to be in a good spot for both deer and elk at the same time.
It should not make a difference what you choose to hunt with-all types of hunters should get the same   amount of days to hunt--all at the same time--
restrict by where they hunt.
It shouldn't be muzzleloading 'or' archery...
It would be expecially desireable to have the High Hunt units open for muzzeloaders during the two weeks prior to the modern rifle season (Sept. 1 - 14)
It's too damn hot in most of Washington to hunt deer in late September, early October.
Just move muzzleloader away from Elk. This might help.
Just open more areas and expend the already shrunken season.  Make things a little more fair or even.  Then check your numbers and consider other 
changes.
Just open more units.
keep deer and elk at the same time. just give more days and more areas. quit giving archery all the good areas and longer seasons. we pay just as much 
as as all other hunters for our lic and tags. get the short end of the stick!
Keep the overlap of deer and elk season, but open more early season units for deer only and increase the number of special late season hunts.  Late 
season hunts should run at the same time as modern firearm.  Very little difference between modern day muzzleloaders and modern firearms.
keeping deer and elk units open at the same time to decrease on gas use. would increase hunters oppertunities to be in the woods.
Keeping deer and elk units open at the same time, to decrease on gas use, but would increase hunters oppertunities to be in the woods.
last saturday of september to first sunday in october for mule deer, second sunday for whitetail
late season is the ticket and more time so many people want to concentrate on one species at a time so it's tough when it overlaps elk to decide if your 
going to stay in yakima and hunt elk which doesn't have great deer hunting or go to the northeast and hunt deer and forget elk.  It makes it tough I think late 
season doe whitetail is the ticket and would solve many issues.
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Late seasons will likely create more trespassing whereas concurrent season may not.
leave it as is.
less oportunities.....see response above
Less. Less. Less.   Tighten the regulations for minimum requirement to hunt muzzleloader, increase enforcement, especially at the GMU boundaries of 
open and closed units to muzzleloader.
Let muzzleloader have Last week in October and 1st week in november then have modern firearm start the 2nd week in november like it was years ago.
Let the archery folks have their time and perhaps more. Open muzzleloading more. 9 days to hunt with a muzzleloader? Why? Why not a month. How 
many people are going to be successful? You have already stated that very few people hunt with a muzzleloader. Give people more time to get out in the 
woods and enjoy it with their muzzleloaders and bows. They are not going to hurt the numbers!
let the muzzleloaders use scopes. Alot of hunters can not shoot with open sights.
let them hunt during any firearms season
let us use more modern types of muzzleloaders
Limit the rifle hunting!! Modern fire arms need more restrictions.
Limit the season for muzzleloaders to nine days just like the modern firearm users
Longer season.
Longer seasons
look at the amount of time for each hunt type and give every one the same amount of time
lower the tag price for muzzleloaders
Make  muzzle loader use a muzzle  loader not these modern in line  guns.
make both seasons longer and over lap
Make seperate primative hunt units for Archey and Muzzleloaders, improve quality hunts for these user groups.
Make specified areas muzzleloading only and extend the time, but leave the other areas as they are.
Make the muzzleloader seasons the same for deer and elk and start it the last Saturday of September.
Make this muzzleloader available to hunt with,   Genesisâ„¢ Muzzleloaders  Magnum power, easy cleaning and legendary Remington accuracy in a hot new 
design that defines reliable. Our innovative TorchCamâ„¢ action rotates from the fixed breech for fast priming and locks your 209 primer in a vault of 
weather resistance.     I will hunt next year with it!
Manage for the health of the game population, not the weapon
Many hunters look forward to being able to hunt both elk and deer at the sametime. It does'nt make sense to take that away.
Merge muzzle loader seasons into the current archery seasons and with same % of current  (94%) access.
More  GMUS'
More elk units should be opened for muzzleloader....95% of all elk units should be open to muzzleloader....
More late season hunts.
more late season special permits for herd management.
More multi weapon tags.
More overlap seasons will improve participation. Many overlap seasons in place are those that are not managed for sustaining elk herds.
more special permit and extended hunts
most late season muzzle loading in eastern wa. is either private land or overly crowded do to lack of gmu's open to muzzle loaders.
muzzeloader seasons should mostly, if not all, be late season hunts
Muzzle loaders should be required to follow the same rules and regulations as the modern firearm hunters.  The muzzleloader rifle today has improved in 
accuracy to the point that most of these firearms are as accurate as modern firearms.  Thus the seasons for muzzle loading and modern firearm should be 
at the same time.  And both groups should be required to follow the same regulations.  Today there is limited diffrences in the firearms to warrant a special 
season for muzzle loaders.
Muzzleloader = Late season!!!
Muzzleloader hunters have historically been given areas to hunt that have previously been used by archers and modern rifle. The opportunity for success is 
very low. More areas should be opened for both early and the late seasons.
Muzzleloaders are not much of a primitive weapon anymore so opportunities must be limited to keep from harvesting to many animals
Muzzleloaders get a longer season and better opportunities than modern firearm
Muzzleloaders should have the same season as modern rifle.  Again, stop segrating hunters and rewarding special intrest groups.  All hunters are equal - 
you make some more equal than others.
Muzzleloaders wanted the overlapping seasons and they have the highest success.  Any late seasons should be by permit only.
N/A
N/A
need more gmu's open to muzzleloaders.. especially in the okanogan county and winthrop
Needs to change.  This could be an oppotunity for Muzzleloader hunters to harvest any buck in the general season to potentially harvest younger animals, 
also increase opportunity to harvest does.
No additioanl comment
No change.
No more opportunities!
No opinion
No opinion
No opinion
no opinion
No opinion other than to make short range seasons (archery and muzzle loader) more attractive to  rifle hunters.  Suggest moving opening day of rifle deer 
season back one week (shorten the season for rifle hunters) to make room for increased short range seasons.
No opinion.
No overlap of archery and muzzleloader for either deer or elk.  Have muzzleloader follow archery, then rifle season
no overlap season . Extendedn muzzle loader makes it unfair for modern firearms. The elk have turned nocturnal because of muzzle loder and bow.
no preference.
No specal muzzleloader s3easons.
No special hunts
NO SPECIAL MUZZLELOADER SEASON
No special season for a hunter whose blackpowder rifle will kill consistantly at 200 yards.
No special seasons for muzzleloaders.  Hunt in the modern firearm season.
No to anything that increases the number of hunters in field before muzzle loader elk.
None of above.
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Not in favor of closing any archery periods for muzzleloaders
Not in favor of special hunts during the rut for one type of weapon over the others. I think that every weapon type should have their chance to hunt during 
these special times. A revolving system that enables each type of weapon to have the chance to hunt during the rut every third year might somehow be a 
fair method.
Offer a "short-range weapon season" encouraging muzzle loading use with special GMU's. I, being a archery hunter would greatly embrace a chance to 
extend my season through the use of a muzzle loading firearm.  I also would like to see a "Primitive only" season with the use of Longbows and recurves 
along with a Traditional Muzzle Loading season, excluding the use of in-line muzzle loaders.
Offer more late seasons
offer more special permits and longer season
Offer muzzleloader units where there has been no previous hunt that year with another weapon option.
once again create more special permit opportunities for early and late season muzzleloader deer
Open a seperate season
Open all seasons later you can have cake and eat it too, you pull that off people will praise you instead of flipping you all off.
Open all the seasons later.
open along with modern firearm seasons,animals shouldn't be hunted for 5 month's straight,they have a winter to survive.
open both deer and elk at the same time for them.
Open Deer last Saturday of September and close the season prior to the open of modern deer as in option A and C, however keep elk over lap open in 
October.  The closure of archery is not all that necessary.
Open early muzzleloader deer season the last Saturday of September and close the first Sunday of October (start archery deer a week earlier than it 
currently is).
Open Early Muzzle-Loader season the last Saturday in September and leave it open until Modern Rifle opens (2 day overlap if open until Sunday).
Open early muzzleloader season the last Saturday of sept and close the first Sunday of October. Do NOT close archery season. Try NOT to impact archery 
seasons. Open more late season oportunities in areas not impacting archery hunters.
Open last two weeks of  August to muzzleloading.
Open ML season last Monday of Sept, Close second sunday of Oct.
Open more areas during Archery with more areas of both deer and elk
Open more areas in eastern Wash., and combine deer and elk oppertunities at the same dates
Open more GMU's to muzzleloader elk!
open more gmu's to muzzleloader hunting and add more days
open more late season opportunity for muzzleloaders. longer season
open more late seasons in november
Open more muzzel loading and bow hunting seasons, but, devide the regions by bow and muzzel loading
Open more quality units for late hunts.

open more units for Muzzle loader deer season. a working man only gets one weekend to hunt deer and elk the way it is now. add an extra weekend for elk.
open muzzle loader in Dec toJan
Open muzzle loader only areas within a specfic gmu.
open muzzle loader season with modern fire and let the muzzleseason go longer
open muzzleloader and modern at the same time, but run muzzleloader longer than modern season.
Open muzzleloader deer and elk season at the same time
Open muzzleloader season on the day after the early archery season ends.  This would be October 1st and wouyld result in an almost 50% increase in 
muzzeloader deer season.
Open muzzleloader season same time period as normal rifle, eliminate special seasons.
Open seasons based on weapon and allow hunters to hunt throughout the hunting season with the appropriate weapon.
Open seasons later rather than earlier
Open the last Saturday in Sept and extend through the last day of ML elk season.
Open the late season for muzzle loaders and then stop other hunters  from hunting then.
Open the Muzzle loader deer season On October 1st.  I have a problem with the concept that you seem to be pursuing and that is creating a season with 
the hope of increasing the size of a user group.  You will not create new hunters but instead will take hunters from Modern firearm and try and turn them 
into Muzzle loaders.   You are in the process throwing resource allocation, at least as it relates to harvest right out the window.  I have an equal dislike for A 
and C and your survey does not provide me with a way to say this.  If you have 5 bad choices, how can you possibly rank them!!!!!!  Where does the 
concept of harvest even enter into your proposals.  Will we now have user groups fighting for more time afield in the hope only to grow the size of their 
group.
Open the Muzzleloader season 1 October and run it to the start of modern firearm season, have muzzzleloader deer and elk run concurrently in all GMU's 
open to them.
Open units to muzzle loader deer only, keeping the elk/deer hunters in separate GMU's
Open up all of the wilderness areas to High Buck hunts, and make the high buck season longer for muzzleloader.
Option A but do not close archery during this time (keep archery open in GMU's where Muzzleloader is prohibited).
Option A BUT don't close archery.
Option B as well as special permits for hunting the rut.
Option C.
Over lap seasons with Modern Firearms.
OVERLAP  THE  LAST OF  ARCHERY  SEASON  AND THE BEGINNING  OF  MUZZLELOADING SEASON; I THINK IT IS SAFE TO HAVE BOTH IN 
THE WOODS AT SAME TIME; BUT GIVE ARCHERS FIRST CHANCE,  ALONE, W/O  GUNS BEING  IN THE WOODS!
overlap and leave open the season for both
people dont muzzleload because there inherently lazy, its alot tougher to get into range for a deer than it is for elk.
Please do increase muzzleloading opportunities a at the expense of archery.
Please don't reduce the archery season.  Archery is much more difficult and takes greater time and effort than muzzleloading and modern firearm to be 
successful.  Todays muzzleloaders are so advanced that a longer season isn't necessary.  If you are considering reducing a season, modern rifle would be 
a good candidate.
Possibly a late season whietail either sex hunt in the Okanogan.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
provide some limited entry early september muzzleloader hunts in the west goat rocks wilderness

Page 82



Issue 4B-ML Partic overlap
Provide the same number of restricted type days for each type of hunting weapon. Allow the hunter to choose their weapon until their tag or tags are filled.  
ML and archery have gotten the best preferred hunting days for years and they still contribute little to the harvest. Offer Special Modern rifle permits for 
early (rut) and late buck seasons. Approve Crossbows in Archery  seasons as a hunters choice.
Reduce opportunities with other methods to balance more equal muzzleloader opportunities so you don't create additional low buck ratio problems.
Return to licences which give more hunting method opportunities.
Rotate muzzle loader, archery & modern firearm seasons yearly. - Provide a three year license & tag so that each group of hunters would not be able to 
jump to the first season by changing their hunting method each year. Or, have all hunting methods open & close at the same time.
run concurrent with modern firearms
RUN THE MUZZLELOADER DEER AND ELK SEASONS AT THE SAME TIME LIKE ARCHERY.  BUT DON'T TAKE AWAY FROM ONE PRIMITIVE  
TYPE OF HUNT TO IMPROVE ANOTHER.
run them at the same time and just extend the season to twice the length of the two existing seasons
same
Same as above
same as above - if we cant keep the herds healthy why increase the amount of pressure on them. Not the WDFW place to try an encourage more hunters 
in the field.
same as above ans.
Same as above!!!!!!!!!!!!
Same as above. The only reason the people muzzleload is for the seasons. Modern rifle has taken it in the shorts ever since the muzzleloaders got their 
own season which was before and after modern rifle. Cut out the late hunt on deer and keep it just the three seasons.
Same as above.....less restrictions on muzzleloaders.
Same as above:
same as no change
Season overlap is the reason I do not muzzleload for deer. The 2nd reason is a 7 day season with few GMU for late season. November should be deer 
season. I purchase an out-of state Idaho license to hunt when I want to, not when I have to. Putting the entire hunting population in the field for a 7 day 
period does not make an enjoyable hunting experience.
season seem to be ok, expanded late season opportunity and better hunt choices would be better.
second and third week of October for deer (close modern firearm during this time),
see above
see above
see above about different definition of muzzleloader.
See above box.
See above comment.
see above!!!
See above, close selected units to modern firearm hunting and open during general season for only muzzleloader or archery.
See above.  Harvest needs to be the determining factor in the number of days, not trying to increase participation.
see above.  overlapping deer and elk season in the same area at the same time would be great.  being able to shoot a deer and/or elk during the same 
hunting trip would be fantastic.
See above; end muzzleloader and archery "opportunities".
See comments above
see comments above
See comments above.  Increasing the length of time that we can hunt somewhere should be highest priority.
see other comments, why do we care about this issue?
see previous comment
See previous comments
See response to previous question.
See suggestion in last question
See the above statement
seems like a choice to me whether they choose to have a rifle deer, or muzzleloader deer.  Seems like a small group to cater to.
Seperate all seasons .. Give more time to the muzzeloader..
sept. is too hot often to hunt deer/elk!!!!!  moving m/l season further into the fall is a great idea.  moving the m/l elk season is not as good, the rut is a great 
time to hunt  elk,  generally at a higher/cooler elevation.
set a season or two and be done with it.
shorten muzzleloader elk season
Shorten Muzzleloader season to correspond with regular modern firearm season.
Shorten the archery deer season to the first twenty one days of September and make the rest of September a muzzleloader season statewide.....
Shorten their season or allow handgun hunting during the same time
Spread the seaons out like the state does with archery
Start Archery season ealier and then extend muzzleloader season such that it does not overlap with archery and impact the archery experience.

Stop all the special season's.....Choose your weapon...there's way to much persuit. BETTER YET ROTATE the season's year to year.... 1st year modern , 
then bow , then muzzel... Next year Muzzel start's in mid Oct. then modern in late and then bow... then 3rd year bow 1st then muzzel then modern in early 
Dec.  Then keep same rotation changing each year,, MAKE IT FAIR FOR ALL OF US a chance to hunt different times in a three year rotation...
Stop playing around!  Muzzleloaders are ineffective and obsolete method of harvesting annimals.  Stop catering to a minority of hunters!  That is why you 
are driving hunters away.  You ignore the majority and cater to a very few!!
The choice of weapon in this state is open to the individual, obviously by the licensingin process there are fewer individuals that choose to hunt with 
muzzleloader in this state.  The majority prefer to hunt with modern firearm.  I don't know if the intent of the game department is to reduce the number of 
modern firearm, but to me allowing more time for muzzleloader and archery and reducing the time for modern firearm is a direct result in trying to eliminate 
modern firearm hunting.
The early smokepole seasons are short and very limited. Fire season can play hard on the 7 day season with closures (Ryderwood). In R 5 it's not 
uncommon to see everybody piled into a small area. Deer oppertunities are limited; I rifle hunt for deer.
the main reason I purchase a muzzleloader deer tag is because of the overlap with elk season.
The muzzleloaders allready have long seasons.
the overlap is not a problem,its a plus.why close archery when no hunter orange is required for either ?i dont mind hunting with muzzleloaders in the field
THE SEASON SHOULD'NT BE ANY LONGER THAN MODERN
the thing that made me switch to all archery this year was the fact that i could enjoy hunting for both animals at the same time.
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there are more archers than Muzzleloaders. Do not pentalize the archers
THERE IS AN OBVIOUS LACK OF UNITS IN LATE BUCK AND THE EARLY SEASON  IS NOT THAT EARLY
There should be about four weeks of hunting time for muzzleloaders. A one week opening is not fair to a full time working family  man. There is no 
oppurtunity to spend time in the field with his kids so that they will learn the tradition of fair and safe hunting.
There should be no late muzzleloader seasons and no early in September muzzleloader seasons.
There should be no over lap of seasons. Archery, muzzleloadeer and modern should not over lap.
These laws seem pointed towards interfering with modern firearm....the largest percentage of hunters/voters.
these options are not fair to archery hunters who out number muzzleloaders more than 2 to 1. Again this would be catering to a vast minority which is not 
right. Why can't muzzleloader seasons be extended without shortening other seasons, namely archery. I see no reason why the seasons could not overlap. 
Its hard enough to harvest a deer using archery equipment in the amount of days that are currently available.
They can always change so why increase that specific hunting groups time frames
This is the same "tail wagging the dog" problem as the first question.
Time being so limited for my hunting the overlap is the best option for me. I would rather be able to get my hunting done at one time. Open deer and elk at 
the same time.
Time should be taken away from the rifle hunters not the archery hunters.
to make muzzleloader seasons more tantilizing change equipment requirements to allow modern muzzleloader equipment
Treat muzzleloaders same as modern firearm, no separate seasons or special treatment.
Try offering doe and buck general seasons where deer populations are on the rise. Eliminating the overlap is not going to draw more people to the woods. 
With cost of living on the rise, having the option for a possible "double harvest" or overlap of seasons sounds more logical than having two seperate 
seasons.
use of special permit seasons
We ahve told you this before, so I will summaries and I know that it will mean nothing to you as you don't listen to the public you already have your mind 
made up.  Manage ANIMALS not PEOPLE.  Regardless of the method of hunting allow the same number of days, do not allow any hunting during the rut, 
no excepts.  There are seveal ways to rotate the seasons for the method of weapon we have provided to you before.
Well he is the thing.  Most people have a hard time being able to afford to take off a lot of time to go hunting these days.  Gas prices are so high that travel 
is a problem as well.  I really do like the idea of keeping the Early season the way it is with both Deer and Elk open for Muzzleloader at the same time.  In 
the area where I hunt I have often been stalking both in the same day and would like to see that stay the same.  I would like to see more late season hunts.  
The really big bucks will come down later in the year after the weather has gone bad.  Guys like me love harsh winter conditions and would love to be able 
to track and hunt in the snow.  The seasons are just to early for that anymore.
What are their harvest numbers?What percentage of the harvest do they represent? If their numbers are lower than their represetation (6%) Then harvest 
needs to be taken from the user group with the higher numbers. By either shortening their season or other means. This should be for both buck and doe 
harvests
what is the archery poeple giong to say about lossing oppertunity  how much pressure is put on gmu and what is winter kill  it woukd be nice to know how 
many muzzle loaders there are
Why do we need to improve muzzle loading seasons. If people want to muzzle load they have plenty of oppotunitys now. Maybe less opportunity for 
muzzleloaders and more for modern. We pay the same for our lisences but they get more time and opportunity with less particitpation.
Why do we need to push a higher take rate for muzzle loaders?
Why does the method w/ the least # of hunters get so much interest? Reduce the modern firearm opportunuities if you are going to trade something for 
more muzzleloader, don't take away archery season dates.
WHY IS REDUCING HUNTER OPPORTUNITY IN THE FIELD EVER A GOOD IDEA..COME ON YOU GUYS  WAKE UP   HUNTERS SPEND 
MILLIONS...FOOD , VEHICLES, CAMPING EQUIPMENT,WEAPONS,LICENSES,CLOTHING,ETC...
Why is the season length different for modern firearm and muzzleloaders?
WHY NOT DO IT LIKE IDAHO AND HAVE THE DEER AND ELK SEASON AT THE SAME TIME.  THIS WOULD MAKE POSSIBLY MORE SUCESS FOR 
HUNTERS.  IT WOULD CAUSE LESS STRESS ON THE ANIMALS, NOT HAVING THE WOODS STIRRED UP--AS THEY ARE BY THE TIME I GET 
THERE TO MODERN HUNT.  THE SAME SHOULD BE DONE ON ARCHERY AS WELL.
Why not give the deer a break instead?
Why not open Muzzleloader Oct 1st the day after the current Archery deer season ends. This could increase the Muzzleloader season while not impacting 
or taking away from the Archery group. This could also give them a chance to hunt both deer and Elk at the same time in some units?
Why take away from archery, I am all for more opportunity, but it is hard enough to get an animal with a muzzleloader or archery equipment. Maybe look at 
reducing the modern firearm season instead, that means less deer killed and would allow you to leave open muzzleloader season longer.
Why would elk/deer season overlap be a problem? I would like the opportunity to hunt both at the same time.
With new muzzleloader improvements there should not be seperate seasons from Modern rifle seasons.
With new muzzleloaders there should not be any seperate season from modern Rifle seasons. Combine muzzleloaders and moedern rifle season into one 
season.
with scopes they can make a longer shot and there for be a little bit more copatible with modern fire arm
With the prices of fule and other cost the early deer and elk need to run together make it forked horn and better for deer and three point and better for 
elk...........
you don't need to take any archery season away, it is already the hardest method of hunting
You have already put archery season out of the rut what else can you do to screw up this hunt.  Since current muzzleloaders are the same as rifles why 
have a different season? Put them in withh rifles and improve the archery hunting season.
You have to give more equal time for all types of hunting or just open it all up for 2 months and you choose your method of hunting.
you might also consider allowing hunters to use a 209 primer while muzzleloading for all species as other states do. many beginers are not aware you can't 
hunt in this state with a 209 primer so more opportunities are lost.
You should be able to hunt both deer and elk in the snow at the same time late season.
You should split the units beween archery and muzzleloaders. The seasons should be the same time in length. Ban in-lines and control the units with tags 
no general seasons.
you want to keep your muzzleloaders and a lot of them buy a muzzlelaoder tag only because you can hunt elk and deer at the same time
Your survey does not work--can't vote on topics above!!!  Another game dept mistake!  Lapping seasons makes dishonest hunters who kill elk or deer--
seen it hapen lots  Not good idea--have an early elk season & late--separate fro a early & late deer season--fall back on seasons for both to hunt later in 
season when weather is not so hot & dry
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Issue 4:
Muzzleloader hunter participation is lower than modern firearm and archery, most likely because the opportunities provided are not as 
widespread or as long. 
The average percentage of deer hunters that participated in muzzleloader season for the years 2001-2006 was 6.1% (range 5.0% to 6.8%). 
During the same time period, the average percentage of deer hunters that participated in modern firearm season was 81.2% (range 79.0% to 
83.5%) and the average percentage of deer hunters that participated in archery season was 12.6% (range 11.5% to 13.9%).
How should the Department address muzzleloader opportunities?
One way to improve the muzzleloader elk season is to lengthen the current season. For the 2009-2011 hunting seasons, this could be 
accomplished by always opening the season on October 1 and closing on the Sunday before the modern firearm deer season opener (which 
always opens on the Saturday after October 10).The 2009 season would close on October 11, the 2010 season would close on October 10, and 
the 2011 season would close on October 9. Do you support this option?  
A LONGER SEASON FOR THE MUZZLE LOADER HUNTER.  HOW ABOUT A LATE SEASON FOR THE MODERN HUNTER?
Abolish muzzle hunting.
Add 2 more days, make it 8 days instead of 6. Be consistant instead of having the season change each year because of the calendar.
Add late season opportunities and allow unsuccessful modern rifle huntes the opportunity to use muzzleloaders to take game.
Again muzzleloaders are no longer a primitive weapon. Seasons can only be lengthened if the game will support it.
Again, 11 days, 10 days, and 9 days. That's rediculous! Out of 365 days, I get an average of 10 to hunt. And, I have to work the majority of those days 
giving me actually about 3 days of hunting unless I burn a weeks vacation. I don't understand!
All firearms should be lumped into one general season.
All the elk are run into Turnbull just before muzzle loader.  Also, it is too hot for the early season.
Allow 'modern' inline muzzle loaders to be used instead of only 'traditional' exposed cap muzzle loaders.
Allow muzzleloaders to hunt the same time as archery.
Allow seasons to overlap
Allow the use of the 204 primer cap gun. THis is more reliable to firearm and also allow the use of a scope on the muzzelloaders.
ALLOW THE USE OF THE NEW GENERATION OF MUZZLELOADERS WITH SCOPES.
also need late muzzleloader season back in eastern wa
ALSO NEED TO OPEN MORE GMU's TO MUZZLE ELK HUNTING, ESPECIALLY IN EARLY SEASON IN HIGH ALTITUDE GMU's AND "WILDERNESS" 
AREAS.
Also provide more units and a longer late season for primitive weapon hunters
And maybe try to open some elk areas where there may be elk during hunting season. In plain words--the areas you open to muzzle loaders either has little 
or no elk in them or access so limited due to raod closurer or property ownership we have no chance to get near an elk.
AND RETURN THEM TO THEIR ORIGINAL MUZZLELOADER AREAS SUCH AS THE 911.

Another way to approach this would be to have a early and a late elk muzzelloader season.  Make the hunter choose as to which season he wants to hunt.
Another way to help would be to change the deer season as indicated to an earlier date so that muzlleloaders had more separate seasons.  As it is now, if 
you hunt both deer and elk, you have one week for both and generally the better areas for each do not overlap.  You really must choose to hunt only one 
species or the other.
Any additional time would be appreciated.  Currently it is not worth buying a tag.
Any change in any muzzleloader season; only if it stays a primitive weapon with open sight's and exposed hammer.
Any time the WDFW makes a season longer I will support that!
Archery elk season once was the first 2 weeks of October. I was not supportive of that decision. Now you want to increase the season?
Are you kidding.  Why not eliminate modern rifle, if we don't want any animals available for modern  rifle.
As indicated above, overlap the first week of muzzleloader Elk w/the last week of muzzleloader deer.
As stated in my previous response, modern muzzleloaders are as accurate as centerfire rifles.  They do not need more time.  If they have more time, then 
more animals will be harvested, and less for all in the future.
blackpowder is weak and leads to wasted elk as many are shot before one is recovered as my hunting friends tell me ; they cannnot reload fast enough to 
get the second shot and often lose their elk, which dies in the brush. My last elk dropped instantly with just one impact by my .325 WSM centerfire; it was 
so efficient  , clean and humane , the ideal hunting.
Bring back more of the late muzzleloader hunts after the general deer season.
Bring back the late cow season in the 346 unit.
bring back the late seasons that used to be in the little naches and mud lake areas.
Bull permit holders trying to bugle bulls need no competition from regular season hunters.
But change the other user groups to the same thing.
By allowing hunters to shoot multiple methods--i.e: Muzzleloader, Archery, Modern  will result in people doing so--and promote all three methods-- having to 
select a single method is at the root of the issue.
Call it was it is, it's called KILLING wildlife, NOT improving or harvesting.
Combine modern and muzzle loader seasons. Just give the choice of firarm usage.
COMMENT: YES, and why not institue the late season in 346 as in the past?
Consider special permits for late season hunts in more GMUâ€™s not just an exclusive hunt for Master Hunters on the eastside.

deer should be moved up one weekend to allow general muzzleloader to also be moved up to allow muzzle bull hunters time in the woods by themselves.
do not muzzle load
do not support any muzzleloader elk seasons!!!
Do not support---season needs to have longer time between seasons--start elk hunting later in season--just because its been done this way for so long--
Change is what is needed  do it--more hunters will hunt--then game dept will make more money--thats what the goal is in Washington anyway--more money 
less oppurtunities for hunters.
Do they need more harvest? If so add more permits or lenthen season or add late season.Are we trying to move hunters out of another user group? It's OK 
if their numbers are small as long as the harvest is an equatable amount.
Do this and I will switch to Muzzeloading! (still would like optics, elk are bigger)
Does everybody who works at the Game dept hunt with muzzleloader ?????????
DON'T BE AFRAID OF SLIGHTLY OVERLAPPING THE TWO SEASONS.....(ARCHERY, MUZZLELOADER)    GIVING ARCHERY HUNTERS AN 
EARLIER START?! &  LETTING MUZZLELOADERS IN AT THE END!
Don't give them the best time of the year. Let them have a late season, but not the peak of the rut.
dont lengthen the season offer more special permit bull and cow hunts in units not currently open for general seasons ( Example offer limited Bull permits in 
unit 560 )
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Dont they have enough time????????
Eliminate muzzloding season
Eliminate separate muzzleloader seasons.  Should be 2 seasons, archery and firearm.  Licensed hunter can hunt archery during archery season and then 
with any firearem during the firearm season; modern rifle, shotgun or muzzleloader.  Your objective of equal killl success for all methods/seasons is absurd, 
unobtainable and not in the best interest of the sport.
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the bulls fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of 
and developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
EQUALIZE LENGTH OF HUNTING SEASON FOR MUZZLE LOADING AND ARCHERY, EVEN IF IT MEANS SHORTER ARCHERY AND LONGER 
MUZZLE SEASON. DO NOT OVERLAP DEER & ELK SEASONS FOR MUZZLE LOADERES IT REDUCES OUR SEASONS AND TIME AFEILD AND WE 
CAN'T USUALLY HUNT FOR BOTH DEER/ELK IN ONE AREA, AND WE CANT BE IN 2 PLACES AT THE SAME TIME! OVERLAP IS THE WORST 
IDEA!
expand the parameters of legal muzzleloader equipment to include scopes and jacketed bullets and 209 primers if deemed necessary have some primitive 
only units.
FOR ELK AND DEER WITH CONCURRENT SEASONS!!!!!!!!
For the west side of the state, more GMU's should be opened for early muzzleloader elk season especially for the southwest portion of the state.  
Specifically the South Rainier Unit is the only one currently open in Lewis County.  I believe that possibly the Mossyrock and Winston Creek Units should 
also be opened for early muzzleloader to ease some of the pressure on the South Rainier Unit.  I have seen the hunting quality of the South Rainier Unit go 
downhill in recent years because of extremely high hunting pressure during the early muzzleloader season.
Gee what's wrong with this picture? I think I'm wasting my time. Can you get outside the box?
give muzzleloaders a late season in eastern washington
give muzzleloaders back the late season in november
Give muzzleloaders the complete mission unit to hunt.  This would improve sucess and thin out the hunters.
give the animals a break, we need more time between rifle and muzzle. one needs to open earlyer and or the other needs open a little later.
give the same number of days for all user groups,the last time I checked we pay the same amount of money for less time.
give them a later season and a longer one
Give us 2 full weekends!
Give us back our late season elk hunt!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
GMU 154 needs a general muzzleloader season for elk. If you don't draw a special tag in this area you have to travel 3 hrs. to find a GMU that offers a 
general season. Basically if you don't draw a special tag you don't hunt. If all other weapons have a general season why can't there be some form of a 
general season for black powder?
go back to either sex elk early and late season
great idea to make fair elk hunting for everybody.
Hate this season it is normally to hot and dry.  What ever happened to the November season even if it is by drawing.
Have one general season that can use modern firearm, bow, and muzzleloader.  You get one tag for kill for the year.  The preference of the hunt is upto the 
hunter, we don't need special seasons for the type of firearm or method of the kill.  No special preference should be given.  The exception is a high country 
hunt early season for the bow hunters.  That is a great opportunity and sport.
Have the same amount of time for all user groups.Last time I bought a tag I paid the same amount of money for less days.
Hello, they only represent 6% of the hunters.
Here again you have to ask yourself if the elk herds can tolerate the harassment of general season hunting during the rut.  How many bulls will be wounded 
and die from poor shot placement by muzzleloader hunters.
How does this impact the elk harvest? We already probably have too much elk harvest.
Hunter success for elk is low enough.  By closing muzzleloader the weekend before it would lesson the success rate even more for those hunters drawing 
special permits that allow them to start hunting before the general season.  Many hunters spend years applying for these hunt and they deserve a quality 
hunt.
Hunting oppurtunities for all weapon disciplines should be identical across the board.
I also think more general season units should be open for muzzleloader elk. Like 466 for an example. It should be open just like it is for archery and 
modern.
I beleive the muzzel loaders should get two weekends to hunt for elk like the rifle hunters do now.  If too many elk are being harvested because of this 
hunting time should be taken away from the rifle hunters.
I can't hunt 10 days straight.  Work won't allow it.  I would prefer to see a late Muzzle Elk season added.
I favor extending the period of time we can hunt, under any circumstances (early, general, and late).
I have a lot of friends who would like to hunt elk with muzzleloader and deer with rifle it would be nice to have a week of processing time between the 2 
hunts.
I have said a number of times now that the units should be split evenly between archery and muzzleloaders. The season sould run from the second 
Saturday in September to the October 10th. The number of game should be controlled by a set number of over the counter tags or a draw. I would make 
the General Season tags now be over the counter by county or group of GMUs. Then keep the draw hunts.
I like the idea of a permit only early muzzleloader elk season and more oppertunities in the general late season. I also like to see the gates closed, it's much 
more rewarding if you have to go on foot.

I personally support this issue as long as it doesn't affect the late season. Myself and many other  muzzleloaders I know either can't hunt the early season 
or prefer not to.  I believe a poll should  be taken before any rulings just to see how many people hunt the early season and how many  people hunt late.
I rather see deer and elk seasons staggered.
I realize both archers and muzzeloader compete for the same days to hunt and this is difficult to manage. Don't get me wrong I want as many days in teh 
woods as I can get, but I feel the muzzeloader hunters would be happy if they were given the same days as currently, just open up the rest of the GMUs as 
the archers and modern hunters are allowed to hunt in.
I support a longer season; but I think overcrowding dosn't help. It would be nice to see some people spread out more. I think a lot people road hunt; I like to 
hike and get out into the woods, but it's not uncommon to be walking into other people

I support the option above in the last question.  Instead of shorting the early season start it in the last week of september and cut the archery back a little.
I think the early season should go for two weeks for permit holders on limited private land (WEYCO), because the permit holders get two days to drive to 
the hunting area.
I think the Muzzleloader elk seasons should include a late September hunt.
I think the season should be pushed into September. During the rut more.
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I think this is a great idea!!! The muzzeloader elk hunters have got pushed back a week and they really have no time to hunt. This would give the elk 
hunters a chance to hunt without the riffle hunters moving in in the middle of their season to set up there deer camps. THIS ELK SEASON DEFINATLY 
NEEDS TO BE EARLIER!!!! And more late season oppertunities need to be opened in places where there are actually elk!!!not just places where some elk 
might be moving through and not just on private land!!! You need to open a place where a person can hunt public land and actually has a chance to get an 
elk!!!! If you would adress these 2 issues there would be a lot more people that would hunt with a muzzeloader!!! PLEASE FIX THIS!!!!!!!!!! THANK YOU
I think this is an okay idea, they should at least get two weekends to hunt.
I think WDFW should adopt a multiple-weapon-tag approach for elk, but only after such a tag is evaluated over a few deer hunting seasons. See comments 
from previous section.
I used to Muzzleloader Elk hunt but you took away the late seasons.  So I switched back to rifle.
I used to muzzleloader hunt for elk but stopped because Fish & Game significantly reduced the opportunity in the late season (closed the milk creek area).  
Need to opening more areas, along with providing a longer season.
I WOULD LIKE TO HUNT MUZZLELOADER BUT SEASONS FOR DEER ARE TO SHARP AND NOTHING IS OPEN CLOSE TO ME

I would like to see better late seasons for muzzle loader elk.  In the past we have had little nachees and also cowichee available for late hunts in november.
I would like to see more high country and some wilderness units open to muzzleloader bull hunts, both to the general season and special permit. I think this 
would attract more hunters and also spread the pressure out for a higher quality experience.
I would not mind the season being a little longer but I would prefer to have a late hunt in every area that there is a early hunt for elk.  Also I would like to see 
the return of either sex for Muzzleloader.  If only 6 % of hunters go Muzzleloader then this would not be a very high impact.  The little Naches area used to 
be this way.  That area is the reason I took up muzzleloader but right after that the rules changed.  For Elk I would like to see a early season spike only or 
permit for cow.  A later season that is at least the same as the early or better yet either sex.  And I would like to see that in each area there is both a early 
and late hunt.  Let's face it, if you are hunting Elk with blackpowder you are really trying to work for it.  We are not out there with 300 magnums shooting at 
300 yards.  We would like to see the playing field leveled a little bit.
I would prefer a later elk season. Middle to late October would be preferred.
I would say close on Oct  4th 2009, Oct 3 2010, & Oct 2 2011
I would support opening more areas to muzzleloader hunters during the late season or changing back the length of the late season
i would support this provision if it did not affect rifle season or archery season.
If I recall from when I have examined hunting success rates, muzzleloader hunters have historically had greater success than other hunters. Lengthening 
the muzzleloader season would increase their success to far greater than other groups, with a reduction of success for other groups (due to fewer elk to 
hunt).
If you hunt with a Muzzleloader only, in the past, the deer season and elk seasons conflict, so spread them out. have elk season the first week of October 
and Deer season the second or third week of November...
If you want more muzzleloader elk hunters there has to be some advantage (hope of being successful) over modern firearm. I used to hunt muzzle when it 
was either sex, and still had a hard time getting an elk. Maybe you should offer more antlerless/spike areas to entice some muzzleloader hunters.
If you want to "improve" any of the seasons, allow the Modern Firearm hunters to have the same set of rules that you give to primitive weapons, with 
permits only for the animals you are trying to allow greater escapment to.

If you want to get more muzzleloader hunters just open some long seasons in selected areas for them.  The 910 season in Cle Elum was a good example.  
Instead of special hunts for advanced hunters only, make more special hunts for muzzleloaders.  I have stopped hunting with my muzzle loader because 
you discontinued the long special season areas for muzzleloaders and converted them to advanced hunter areas (Cle Elum elk for example).
I'm a bowhunter, what can I say. Elk are still very vocal during this time period. But if the objective is to draw more muzzleloaders to the woods, you will 
definately see a rise in hunter numbers for muzzleloader method.
In 100% support of this plan!
In my opinion the best way for equality between the users would be to rotate the seasons, early, middle and late between the three user groups, archery, 
muzzleloader and modern firearms.  That way all three user groups would be able to enjoy all three harvest periods.  I would also recommend that each 
user group be required to hunt with their specific choice for the three year period, (no rotation of user method) for the  three year period.  This would prevent 
users from switching hunter method for the three year period.
In my opinion there is to many hunting seasons now.  The Game never gets a break from Aug to Jan, that is to long.
In this area, elk are being killed as effectively as modern firearms. Most people I know are shooting muzzleloaders that are effective out to 200 - 250 yards. 
I don't consider them to be a primative weapon anymore.
Include more GMUs to hunt in. Similar to the archery and modern firearm units.
It provides good opportunity for muzzleloader hunters since elk are harder to get in range than with modern methods, thus allowing more time for pursuit.
It seams to me that the seasons are getting shorter and shorter,Is it just me or what.
it would seem by way way these questions are phrased that we have a huge population of elk and deer when infact over the last 10 years the populations 
have dropped why do we extend seasons and do what we can such as cow permits to try to reduce these numbers to even less I spend many hours in the 
feild
It wouldnt be fair to cut time off of the archery season
Keep the same season length and timing.  Open more units and increase the number of anterless permits.  Muzzleloader permits should run at the same 
time as modern firearm.  October 1st is too close to the rut.
keeping deer and elk units open at the same time to decrease on gas use. would increase hunters oppertunities to be in the woods.
leave it as is.
Leave the seasons combined and open more areas.  Lengthen the early seasons.
let muzzleloaders hunt at same time as modern firearm hunters...there is nothing primitive about modern muzzleloaders.
let them hunt during any firearm season
Like a late hunt for deer with the muzzleloader.
LONGER SEASONS WOULDN'T BE NEEDED IF THERE WERE MORE UNITS TO HUNT DURING THE EARLY SEASON. REGION 5 COULD USE 
MORE ACCESS FOR EARLY SEASON ML.
Make it a 2 week season....across the board...
Make more units available.  (And by the way, we are hunting with relatively short range, primitive weapons.  Why are the vast majority of the muzzle loader 
units -- especially during the late season -- the least forested on this side of the state?)
Make season Nov 10 - 19 in Eastern Wash
Manage the animial not people.
maybe have a late season...
Merge muzzle loader seasons into the current archery seasons and with same % of current  (94%) access.
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Modern Firearm hunters have the short stick. They get at the animals last and they have a very short season. muzzleloader should get more late hunt 
opertunities along with modern firearm. these opertunities could come in the form of late general seasons or late special permit seasons. most special 
permits and late general season are over with by the first of the year but many hunting areas are still in great shape to allow some hunting (special permit or 
otherwise) until the end of January.

Modern muzzleloaders are similiar to rifles in range and efficiency and around here the muzzleloaders kill a lot of mature bulls.  No to extended seasons!!!!
Modern should open one week later and let Muzzle run one additional week. Modern should be the last two full weeks of the month.
more days and more areas. how about some 300 units for late elk.
More elk go to waste due to non-lethal injuries sustained from archery and muzzleloaders during the "warm" parts of the year.  I strongly advocate pushing 
all seasons out (especially modern firearm elk) by at least one full week, to the more colder months.  This practice would also have the added benefit of 
road-closure by "mother nature", so that the WDFW wouldn't have to impose any more artificial closures and thus begin to reduce the amount of angst 
towards the department as well as provide the perception of cooperation with sportsmen.
More seperation needs to be between seasons not back to back, look at hunt oppurtunities in trophy elk hunting states and take some lessons, ie: utah, 
new mexico, nevada etc
More units need to be open for muzzleloader, especially with overpopulation
Move deer season back one week.
move the muzzleloader season back the last week of november
muzzeloader season should open well AFTER modern season.
muzzeloaders already kill most of the bulls
muzzle loaders have the shortest regular season,they should have at least two full weekends.
Muzzleload is already in the prime rut
Muzzleloader are bulky heavy and harder to work with than modern firearms. You must be very experienced and in most cases be closer to your animal. 
The opportunity provided now is more than sufficant for the muzzleloading hunters.
Muzzleloader effective killing range exceeds that of archery.  As such, the muzzleloader season should not be held during the peak rut times for bull elk.  
This should be reserved for archery.  Years ago the elk archery season season opened on October 1st.  This should be reinstated.  Thanks.
MUZZLELOADER ELK SEASON SHOULD FALL AFTER THE GENERAL SEASON MODERN FIREARM SEASON!
Muzzleloader hunters already have more days to hunt than modern firearm
Muzzleloader season just prior to modern firearm elk would ruin hunting for modern hunting elk.
Muzzleloader season should coincide with the general firearm season.  Give more season to archery hunters.
Muzzleloader season should overlap into modern firearms at least a week or weekend to allow friends with different hunting styles to hunt together...... this 
will move more people into muzzle loading because they will still be able to hunt with their friends or partners.
Muzzleloaders can shoot farther now and with the season starting Oct 1 they are hunting the tail end of the rut and the bulls are still bugling.  On the coast 
the muzzleloaders have a better season than the archers usually with that timeframe and take more big bulls so lengthening the season would hurt bull to 
cow ratios.
Muzzleloaders need a longer season! One week is not enough!
muzzleloaders need more time that 8 days for elk
MUZZLELOADERS SAME TIMES AS MODERN
My priority is not the seasons themselves, but the need to open up more game units for muzzleloaders to hunt
N/A
Need late seasons,
need more GMU for Elk Season for Muzzleloaders, most Western areas are in High population centers
needs longer time to hunt
Never open the season.
No opinion
no opinion
No special hunts
NO SPECIAL MUZZLELOADER SEASON
NO SPECIAL RULES FOR A SPECIAL LITTLE GROUP!
No special seasons.
Not only a longer season, but how about the opportunity to trim herd numbers in some of the high density units, like those around Mt. St. Helens. Have a 
lottery or remove the 'points system' and let muzzleloader hunters a shot at those tags every year. That would help reduce herd numbers to bring them into 
balance with the departments figures. It would also limit the number of hunters in each unit.
offer more late muzzelloader seasons to people without masterhunter designation.
once again muzzleloader should be last week in oct and 1st week in november and modern start the 2nd week in november
once again, Base the seasons on participation, with the health of the heards in mind.
one or the other between elk and deer.
one week isn't enough
ONLY if herds won't be negatively affected by the added harvest.
open elk and deer muzzleloader same time for more seasons for muzzleloader Elk and deer early and late hunts.  It should just be muzzleloader season 
deer and elk either sex whole state.  unrestrict ammo so jacketed ammo can be used.  better ammo less wonded animals.
Open elk season Sept 1.  Bulls only 2 weeks.  Any elk November 1 2 weeks permit only.
Open more GMU's to muzzleloader elk hunting would also be great.
Open more late hunting opportunities.
Open more Units
Open muzzle loader elk season in mid September
Open muzzleloader deer and elk on the last Saturday of September and close 3 days before modern firearm deer.  That gives a better season to 
muzzleloader and allows a day for muzzleloader hunters to clear out as well as an extra day for modern hunters to arrive early and get set up.
open muzzleloader elk season earlier
Open muzzleloader season to harvest cows.  Open season in mid September
open the same units as archery and modern we do not really get a statewide season we get only a few areas and they are totally packed or it is all a bunch 
of private land
Open the season a week earlier and close it the same time as normal giving the muzzleloader hunters a full 2 weeks. Opening on a monday and closing 2 
weeks later on sunday may draw more participation for this meathod of hunting. When in actuallity your not giving anymore hunting time to weekend 
hunters but allowing dedicated hunters more time in the woods.
open the season on sept 15 and close five days before modern season
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open this season 3 saturdy of sept and run till saturday before modern firearm
Open up a late hunt in GMU 342 A & B for muzzleloader elk after modern rifle season. Starting the first weekend of November.
Open up more wilderness hunts.  Remove the east/west selection requirement.
Opening muzzleloader right at the peak of the rut would not be fair, Why are we allowing hundreds of elk to starve in the Mt. St. Hellens area? Open up 
Dozens of bull tags there for Archery, and Muzzleloader!!!!!!!
Opening on Oct. 1 allows for more bugling opportunities which is good.
Oregon has gotten by quite nicely with their deer season (E) by picking the Saturday closest to the first of October for the opener.  I suggest that you do the 
same and set the season length accordingly - e.g. through the end of the second weekend.
Other than you will slaughter all of the bigger bulls that will still be bugling.  If your goal is to increase harvest of mature bulls, go ahead.  In my home unit, 
the big bulls are still coming in through the second week in october.  I suggest lengthening the current season, but keep the 10/7ish opener.
Perfer it to run longer, why not until the Friday prior to the Saturday Deer opener.
Please do not legthen the season for muzzleloaders.   The regulations for minimum requirement to hunt muzzleloader is not strict enough and the 
enforcement is not there.  I have any several occasions seen muzzleloaders in GMUâ€™s not open to them, it has become a tradition in my family to patrol 
and protect our hunting ground during muzzleloader season, they are incredibly rude.  We have found dead elk and deer often with muzzleloader bullets 
that only penetrate a small layer of muscle, not enough to kill immediately and ethically but after infection sets in they die slowly.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!

provide more limited entry west side late september bull hunts. We need some early bull hunts in the west goat rocks and a less crowded hunt in unit 513
Put Muzzle loaders at the end of the season. They want to be more natural, let them hunt after everyone else. Naturally they will have the advantage of 
tracking in snow, the old fashioned way.
Recruiting more hunters into this user group should not be a goal of the Department.
run concurrent with modern firearm,don't allow the mature bulls to be killed during the rut with modern muzzle loaders.poor management.
Same answer here...I don't feel as if I have enough data/input to really make an intelligent recommendation on this item.
Same as above
Same as above. Let them hunt after modern sometimes. Not let them hunt during the rut, which gives them the advantage.
Season should be late Nov. and Dec.
Seasons that are too long have detrimental effects to Elk and Deer.  Need to shorten the total length of human disturbance.
See above
see above comment
See above on deer season
See above suggestion
see comments above
See previous statement ^
september=archery  october=rifle  november=elk permits  november=thanksgiving week rifle deer landowner & trophy permits  dec 1 to 15=muzzelloader 
protect trophy areas  dec 15 to 25 late deer
So long as the late season is unaffected or lengthened.
some muzz. elk hunters hunt modern deer!!
Somehow lengthen this early season even a few more days.
Stop giving special seaqsons to hunters because you consider them better than others.  Why do special hunters recieve better access to game than other 
groups?
Stop playing around!  Muzzleloaders are ineffective and obsolete method of harvesting annimals.  Stop catering to a minority of hunters!  That is why you 
are driving hunters away.  You ignore the majority and cater to a very few!!
take away the south raineer early muzzl season too much pressure.
Take the restrictions off of their equipment and leave the seasons alone!!!
That is great. Again thanks for all the hard work you folks are putting in.
that is only 9-11 extra days, many of them being week days, and people have to work for a living, especially with the economy down like it is.
THAT WOULD MAKE IT MORE INVITING MY FATHER QUIT HUNTING MUZZLELOADER BECAUSE SEASON WAS SO SHORT.
Thats the problem with the season now, what are you gaining , a day  maybe two? If this is the best you got your just wasting our time.
The animals need some kind of break between user-group seasons.  Muzzleloader seasons are plenty adequate as they currently stand.  If extended, the 
same 6% just have a longer season--I would never switch to muzzleload because of a season increase.
The archery season use to open on the first of october the Gun Hunters complained we disturbed the Rut so it was changed to early Sept. Gun hunters 
both modern and muzzle loader need to keep the seasons they have
The clockum elk are hunted for too long a period; PERIOD
The current season is fine, how about a little more late season opportunity?
the department took the Oct. 1 opening date away from the archers and gave to muzzleloaders. This did not make any sense.
The hunting season is already too long, it needs to be significantly shortened.  The wildlife needs to be given their right to life and the non-hunters the 
chance to enjoy it.
The later the season the better. The last few years the elk season has been to hot and the deer season has also been hot making it difficult to care for the 
meat correctly. Shoot and run strait to the meat locker.
The longer the better!
The mature bulls in many areas are still rutting hard in muzzleloader season.  By extending the season we will just be thinning the herd even more.
The modern fire arm hunter gets screwed by all the muzzleloader hunters in all areas that spook all the animal, 3-point or better is hard enough.
The modern firearm season is pretty short, why give me only a short time afield every year and they get to enjoy the hunt for so much longer?  I should get 
the same amount o ftime until I become successful in a given season...
The Modern firearm season needs to be opened later in November and not the last week of October
The muzzleloader elk season should be at least two weeks long. It is extremely hard for a full time working family man to take time to hunt in the Cascades 
or the Blue Mtns. Majority of workers can only hunt on weekends.
The Muzzleloaders ruin the hunting for the modern hunters by running the animals out of the area. The animals need at least 2-3 weeks to settle back down 
after the hunting pressure is lifted. Also...If the weather is bad...the Elk are headed down...leaving none up high. except the older bulls, which have been 
special permit only. We are handicapped hunters, and have only ever killed 1 Elk in 35 years. There is no place to see the country that is huntable, and 
restricted to the public. It is very discouraging, and we did not even buy the early tags to apply for the special hunts this year.  We have drawn 2 cow tags in 
2 years, and did not even find one anywhere. We are about to give it all up, and for what we spend, could buy alot of meat to put in the freezer.  Why don't 
you let the disabled hunters tag accident kills, and illegal kills?  We are out there to get meat period.
the season must be later
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The Season needs to last longer..(3) Three weeks or more..
The way the early muzzle loader elk season is structured now, the average person has to take a week of vacation. People may be more apt to hunt with a 
muzzle loader if season included more weekend days or if it opened near a weekend (Friday)
The week it is all that it need to be just open up more of the GMU's for Elk hunting and have it three point and better bull hunts.
Their season is prime for elk as it is.Right after the rut,just like achery used to be.Pretty easy pickens
There are many GMU's which are open to Elk Archery and Modern, but not muzzleloader - (i.e. 154) consider more GMU's open to muzzleloaders
There are very few if any huntable areas out side of the Spokane area for Eastern Washington during the late season, WHY?
There does not need to be a longer season.
There is not enough information for me to answer this question effectively.  Is this a perceived issue with the muzzleloader usergroup?  Are they currently 
harvesting their "allocation" for deer and/or elk?
there needs to be more units open in the late season, not just units in the Spokane area, People on the west side will not travel that far for subpar game 
units for elk.
There should be a gap between seasons.
There should only be one season per animal type--not a season that starts in September and ends the end of Janurary the following year
There use to be a late season opened in Nov. This was nice becouse we like the modern hunters, got the benifit of the weather and snow. It has been so 
warm during the Oct. hunt, and the elk herds have not moved down in the past five years.
They don't need any help!  Hunters like me, want to hunt not just kill elk!  Overlapping with rifle is not an issue.

THEY HAVE ENOUGHT TIME AND ALSO LATE SEASONS LETS CUT THEM BACK TO MAKING A CHOISE BETWEEN EARLY OR LATE SEASON!!!!!
they need more area.
They need more time!!!!!! what part of we need more time don't you under stand?
They should only be able to hunt as long as the modern rifle.
This back to back hunt like muzzleloader Elk then modern Deer sucks seperate hunts by at least a week.
This interferes with the above ask question in some areas, defeats the purpose doesn't it? Adding more open areas would help.
this is a very good idea.
This is probably going to be well received by muzzleloaders and rejected by modern fire arm hunters.  Why would they want to reduce their oppertunities.  I 
would prefer to see our season expanded some.  Most people can not take 10 days or more off at once but can a few days around a weekend.  A late short 
season around a weekend would be more effective for ML hunters.
This might make me switch to ML hunting along with opening up more units.
this throws a monkey wrench in the equation here I just drew a muzzleloader branched bull hunt that I would have a 5 day head start on the general public 
creating there rucus and now I got to start the same day.  This will be tough to pass.  If you go this route increase days in units where elk are a problem like 
the cowiche or umtanum and leave the general the way it is in others
This would be a great move. Along with that seperate the deer and elk muzzleloader hunts. I also disagree with the advanced hunter witch has options of to 
elk.
this would be great get back to a weekday opener, less crowded than the weekend opener.
This would give a good rut hunt but is in need of special draw hunt and not over the counter.  Do not just restrict to spike only make special draw for all tags 
cow or bull
To improve the season have it open after the modern rifle season with no archery at that time.
to many gmu are private lands they look good on paper but limited acess
Too close to rut
Too much harrasment of the elk.
Treat muzzleloaders same as modern firearm, no separate seasons or special treatment.
Unfair to modern firearms hunters.  The animals are killed or harassed.  Trespassing on private property is a problem.
Unfair to the modern firearm hunters
want muzzleloader for elk to open 9/15
WE ARE OVER HUNTING ELK & DEER WITH THE SEASONS WE HAVE
We have serious cougar problems, bears are expanding ranegs rapidly, wolves are in the Blues, and very long seasons in many zones..  Cut down the 
seasons and make more QUALITY hunts.
we need an open areas for general seasons in south eastern washington (162). We do not have a place to hunt if we do not get drawn for a permit.
we need more areas open to muzzleloadig for elk like game units 637&681
We need to make more units special permit only
What will this do to elk harvest??????????????????????????????????????????????????????
when i first started hunting muzzleloader,  we were allowed almost 3 weeks of hunting time.  this has shrunk drastically and restrictions have exceeded 
even what modern rifle hunters must endure for antler & GMU restructions.
When you talk about muzzel loaders you should revert back to the "true" muzzle" not these new modified version of the real true muzzle loader.
While I would like the extra time to hunt, I feel adding more open GMU's would improve muzzleloader elk seasons more.
Why do you make it so complicated.  Start the seasons on Saturday and end them on Sunday for as many weeks as you see fit.  Starting seasons in the 
middle of the week is why no one wants to hunt it.  Most of the Muzzle loder friends go to Montana because of the restrictive rules here.
Why does it need to be "improved"  Your science has shown that more days equates to more harvest and that is why modern firearm elk hunting was 
reduced down to 9 days from 14.  Bad idea.!!!!!!!!!!
Why exactly can muzzleloaders and rifle hunters not be in the woods at the same time?
why improve muzzleloader season, they already hunt before modern season. if you want to make the season longer, give them november with the snow. 
mabey they can track their wounded elk better.
why is ML so short?
Why is modern firearm season an "always" when you change the other user groups? Modern firearm hunters are the largest user group and the cause of 
most landowner complaints. They have longer range and should be more flexible. Early (high country hunt) general season, and late buck seasons and 
more permits. "resource allocation" should make us all flexible
Why is the season being shortened?  If anything it should be extended to improve the overall health of the elk herds.
Why keep shorting it? Dumb.
Why not a permitt hunt for them and any wepon only
Why not allow muzzleloader hunters to continue to hunt through the modern rifle season.  Whether you use a modern rifle or a muzzleloader your making 
noise with gunpowder.  They seem compatible to me.  Archery and rifles don't mix because of the noise factor but I think muzzleloaders and modern rifles 
could share seasons.  This would encourage hunters to try the muzzleloader and become a better stalker and hunter because they would have an incentive 
(longer season).
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Why on earth do we want to improve those seasons unless they are truly using primitive firearms. Show me the handicap in using a 200 yard gun in 
western Washington gmu's that are full of brush!
Why only a few early season GMU's open to muzzleloaders?  Modern and archery have longer early seasons and have many GMU's to hunt in.  How about 
an early muzzleloader season in GMU's 516 (Packwood), 560 (Lewis River).  We have been hunting GMU 513 (South Rainer) since it was opened for 
muzzleloader elk.  We enjoy hunting in the wilderness areas of western Washington.  But we don't get to hunt the Goat Rocks or Mtn. Adams wilderness.  
We don't want a cow season, 3 point of better is all we would want.   Thank you.
Why provide more opportunity for a very small user group, who chooses to utilize muzzleloader technology?
With todays muzzleloaders It is almost common to shoot over 150 yards. If the department wanted this change in season then I feel more of the quality 
bulls would be harvested and eventualy effect the quality of the western washington heards. The october time  frame is still within the post rut time frame in 
most areas. I know many hunters that buggle or have buggled in bulls and harvested them at over 2oo hards with the current inline muzzleloaders.
Would a late season be considered again? There was in previous years at least a couple g.m.u.'s open later in the season in eastern washington.
would rather see muzzleloader season open after general season when there is more snow on the ground
yes I support for general season, (but have the bull special permits hunters, open up on the last saturday of the month of september and close  the same 
day general season) that would be great for the bull hunters, and  15% more GMUs open for late season. and more COW hunts for East side general 
season that would be great for the general season
Yes Yes Yes
Yes, this would be EXCELLENT!  I am eager to try out muzzleloading.
You could have a 13 day season one year, it needs to be the same amount of days.

You get large parties that include hunters of all three weapons camping for weeks in the same spot.  I suspect and in some cases know that violations 
occur because all three weapons are available.  I prefer a level playing field w/hunters choosing their weapon; but clearly I have a bias because I hunt only 
with modern firearms and don't like the animals hunted by archers who wound and muzzleloaders to chase them just before modern firearm season.
You have got to be kidding.  The wont be a spike to shoot in modern riffle.  Todays muzzle loaders are just like riffles.  My muzzle loading friends brag 
about how the eqiuptment today is almost like shooting a rifle.  I have a major problem with this as they would just bang all the spike from the Yakima heard 
prior to rifle.  This the above idea is thinking more about $$ vs the heard!
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Issue 5:
Current regulation allocates 3 muzzleloader special permits, 163 modern firearm special permits, and 264 archery special permits during the late 
season for mule deer bucks in GMUs 243, 245, 246, 247, 250, and 251. 
Should more of this quality hunting opportunity for mule deer bucks be shifted to muzzleloader hunters?
Do you support adding late season special permit muzzleloader opportunity for mule deer bucks in the Chelan area (GMUs 243, 245, 246, 247, 
250 and 251). Special permits would be allocated as they currently are in other areas of the state (special permit allocation formula).
231, 224, 239, 242 with gate restrictions would be my choices. I know that there is a migratory issue but if access was allowed only by foot or horse it would 
pose little impact.
30-40 permits and take it from the archery hunters
6% of the users are muzzleloaders so they should get 6% of the tags
A greater allocation of special permits more closely linked to the percentage of hunters who use muzzleloaders would be more equitable (i.e. ~6% 
mentioned earlier in the survey).
A lot of us do not get our deer either...  You pick and choose and live with the end results.  if I wanted to be there first I would pick the weapon that gets me 
there first....  Removing opportunity for regular season
A shift in tag numbers should not occur, but adding some more for muzzleloaders will not effect thye overall harvest rates much
Abolish muzzle hunting.
Absolutely!  The present policy is just another example of how disfavored muzzle loading is in this state!
ABSOLUTELY, AND WITHOUT A DOUBT. AND ON THE WESTSIDE, ALSO!
ABSOLUTELY.  THE BEST QUESTION YET.
Absolutely. Give the primitive weapons hunters some incentive to use such a weapon.
Absolutly.  Just about anyone can go out and buy a high power rifle off the shelf and be able to take a deer at 300 yards.  It takes a true hunter to be able to 
stalk an animal close enough to make the perfect shot with open sights.  Muzzleloaders live by the rule one shot one kill!!!  We work harder than anyone 
else out there so yes I feel we should get more opportunities.
according to the allocations above the muzzleloaders are being severly neglected.  I would reduce the allotment for modern firearm and raise the 
muzzleloaders equally by at least 50%.
Add gmu 242
Again this would be catering to a vast minority.
Again WDFW took alot  of our late season permits away. The chiwawa unit now gives us 3 permits thats a joke...
Again, not enough information to answer.  If the desired outcome is to shift harvest of the total allocation to muzzleloaders, this seems appropriate, but it 
would be at the cost of the other usergroups.
Again, please do not limit archery hunting to appease firearm hunters.  If firearm hunters would like additional special permit opportunities they can, on their 
own accord, choose to switch from firearm to archery.
Although the percentage of muzzleloader hunters are not in balance with the majored, the hunting opportunity should be balanced. This can even be 
accomplished by letting muzzleloaders draw special permits with modern hunters (hunter orange rule in affect for both parties, must us weapon with tag-
modern hunt with modern weapon, muzzleloader use muzzleloader weapon).
and expanded to other areas as well
As long as the penalty for choosing to hunt with a ML remains not being able to hunt with any other type of weapon, you're going to see very low numbers 
of ML hunters. Most hunters prefer modern firearms. Really hardcore hunters who are tired of that will pick up a bow. Muzzleloaders are stuck in the 
middle. If you want more ML hunters, let them use one or the other methods as well.
As long as the total permits aren't increased. There should then be less modern firearm permits to compensate for adding a special permit muzzleloader 
season.
As long as you add more, but don't take away any from both modern and archery!!
As long as you take them away from the nimrods I'm OK with it.
As with the first muzzloader question your objective appears to be to motivate hunters to switch to muzzleloaders from other weapons types. It is not clear 
why this should be an objective of the WDFW. Do you guys own stock in Thompson Center? You are chartered to manage fish and wildlife, but you appear 
to be attempting to manage Hunters.
at the expense of archers.
Based on your comments earlier regarding percentage of hunters in each category it would appear Muzzleloaders are getting short end of the stick? 
However, you are only discussing the 200 numbered units? How do they fare elsewhere in the state on a percentage basis of permits? Keep in mind the 
expected sucess or kill ratio for each wepon. Then do the math and divide it up.
bottom line is that if you truly want more muzzleloader hunters take the restrictions off the weapon let them use the best tecnology that is out there. The 
way i look at it is that if you are having hunters shooting at our wildlife I want them to be as accurate as possible because the tree huggers have a field day 
with wounded animals so i feel if you are going to shoot you want it killed as human as possible
But not at the large expense of another user group.  A focus should be made on making sure that mature mule deer buck harvest is balanced out on a 
PMU level between general and permit season.   What you do not mention in your statement above is that if the Entiat unit is granted buck permits then 
archery permits will drop from 264 to around 50.  That is a very real part of this picture that you do not mention.
But you would need to reduce the number of permits for modern rifle if it would help to maintain harvest quotas, buck to doe ratios, etc.
But, at the same time, reduce the number of modern rifle permits in GMU 245, 247 and 250.  Since the burn, it is way to easy to take the mule deer bucks 
using modern rifle weapons.  Offer antlerless permits as needed to maintain a healthy herd number but let some of the mature bucks survive.
By giving more opportunity to hunt with muzzleloader in areas where harvest rates are higher may help reduce the harvest rate some also if this is a 
desired goal, such as in Colokum.
Combine modern and muzzle loader seasons. Just give the choice of firarm usage.
COMMENT: again more special permits equal more revenue.      How about FREE special permits.
Consider adding late season special permit muzzleloader opportunities for mule deer bucks in all eastern GMU's.
Do away with muzzleloader only hunts. Allow muzzle loading hunting during regular rifle open season.
Do not open any additonal late seasons, they promote party hunting and cheating because ther is no enforcement.
Don't have enough knowledge on this to comment
Don't hunt this area for deer.
don't know enought to comment
don't stop there, we need more!
dont support till muzzleloader regulations are changed
Duh.  THE NUMBERS and restrictions say it all!
each user group should have equal opportunities.  Why do the archers have even more opportunities than the other two groups combined?  not fair!
Eliminate archery altogether.
Eliminate muzzloding season
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Even with the advancement of modern archery equipment, you still have to "hunt". A modern muzzleloader that is legal to hunt with in WA will easily make 
a clean 150 yard shot.
GIVE ME A BREAK, THE MUZZLELOADER TODAY CAN BE SHOT LIKE A RIFLE OUT TO 200YDS.
Give more opportunity to archery hunters
give more permits for bucks in all areas.
Give more than 2 or 3 permits per area.
good idea, but wrong area, move to gmu's 101 thru 124 would be better
Have one general season that can use modern firearm, bow, and muzzleloader.  You get one tag for kill for the year.  The preference of the hunt is upto the 
hunter, we don't need special seasons for the type of firearm or method of the kill.  No special preference should be given.  The exception is a high country 
hunt early season for the bow hunters.  That is a great opportunity and sport.
Hello, they only represent 6% of the hunters.
Hmmmmm.....3 compared to 163 compared to 264? I think this might be a good idea!
Honesly why change anything if a hunter chooses to hunt with a muzzleloader they are going to be fine with the way it is now. I just don't think there is 
much interest in it.
How about a longer hunting period in all areas and giving people a chance to get something for buying a hunting License!
How about developing a test for the game department employees. I'll bet they would come away with a diferent point of view on the whole game regulations 
thing.
Hunting oppurtunities for all weapon disciplines should be identical across the board.
I believe a large portion of the problem is the hunting seasons that go on "for ever"  with archery, black powdered, modern firearm, youth, handicap, etc.  
This is exerting too much pressure on the resource and causing it to decline.  One four week season with the hunters split into 2 groups of two weeks each 
would better serve conservation of the resource.  No separate seasons for different hunting methods.  One season, period.
I believe the number of tags available for each weapon should be driven by the status of the herd and then the percentage of applications submitted. 
(Example: The odds of drawing should be close to the same for all weapons.) Once you know how many tags are available for all weapons and how many 
applications you have for each weapon, you can determine how may tags are issued for each.
I don't hunt these units currently, but might if more permits were available.
I don't hunt this area but the simple fact that the question is being asked leads me to believe that the WDFW is considering a more equitable opportunity 
for muzzleloader hunters.  THANKS!!!
I DON'T KNOW IF THIS IS A TYPO BUT YOU LIST ONLY 3 MUZZLELOADER PERMITS BUT THAT IS FOR CHIWAWA B GMU 245.  THE TOTAL 
NUMBER FOR THE GMU'S LISTED IS 153 FOR 2007 AND 123  FOR 2008.  WHAT EXACTLY IS THE PROBLEM YOU ARE TRYING TO `FIX'.
I don't know the area or the herd
i dotn support adding any more permits. but i do support giving the muzz hunters more of the archery permits. and lowering rifle and archery permit levels 
across the board.  The hunting for big mature trophy animals has been deminished severly over the last several years.  Being a local landowner and having 
had special permits i have seen it first hand
I feel like limiting the general tags would allow for more trophy opportunities, auction tags, and better management of the herds.
I feel the permits should always be portioned in a number equal to the % of each specific user group unless it is in an area heavely populated with humans 
and has higher probably of accidents (firearm restricted areas). If WDFW is worried about killing too many animals then they should lessen the number of 
permits. Don't give 264 permits to archery hunters because you know 500 hunters will apply and only harvest 50 animals. This is not fair to other user 
groups just to add revenue to WDFW by selling more permit applications and sill keeping harvest numbers down.
I feel this is a great idea but more tags should be offered in the 300 gmu's as well
I hope we manage this unit for quality, not quantity.  I would like to see a 4 point restriction here.  Too many three points are killed off roads and there are 
plenty of 4 point deer to go around.
I really don't have a issue with this only if archery hunters are in first before muzzleloaders
I support a modest reallocation of permits.  Just remember what group fills the highest percentage of their tags.  (Hint, it isn't archers)
I support increasing the permits if the resource can support it, and if these GMU's were placed under the resource allocation formula for each user group. If 
there is not enough data to determine the specific user groups success, then I recommend using the state wide success for that user group.
I support more ML permits, but not increasing the total number of permits.  Permits should be reduced a whole bunch for archery and given to the muzzle 
loaders.
I support more special permits for muzzleloaders, without taking away from modern firearm or archery permits.  You can accomplish this by shortening 
special permit modern firearm and late archery season lengths, thus decreasing harvest.  These permits should not be a guarantee for success.  9 day 
max special permit season length.
I suppose since other forms of hunting get a late season, they should too, but I don't think they need that many GMUs.
I think adding special muzzleloader hunts in the Chelan area make sense, but all the numbers in 243 should be slimmed down.  I could see more antlerless 
tags and less "buck" tags.  These are premium units and any later than Dec. 8th would push these animals on winter range.  Please don't run 
Muzzleloaders with Archery hunts, it seems to ruin the special experience
I think you should increase the permits to match demand based on historical data.   Allowing flexability to assign permits based on demand and historical 
data is the best policy.    For instance, if you have 100 permits and last year you have 100 people applying for a muzzle loader permit, and 1000 people 
applying for modern rifle permit, modern rifle then most of the permits should go to Modern rifle
I thought you said that the mule deer is in decline on the east slope.  Now you're thinking to offer more permits?
I would issue permits on a percentage of parcipitation by each group not just add permits.
I would like to see more early general season rifle hunting in migratory units.
I would lke to see if stay the same.
I would support a special permit for muzzleloader for mule deer in the late season
I would support it as long as the total number of late permits did not increase to the fact that it impacted trophy quality for future years in these GMU's.
I would support this if I new that traditional muzzleloaders were being used as opposed to in-line muzzleloaders.
i would support this if the additional muzzleloader tags came from reducing the number of rifle tags. i would NOT support this if it were simply adding more 
muzzleloader tags without decreasing rifle tags.
If considered, do not reduce Archery permits!
If more muzzel loader permits are given out they should be taken from the rifle hunters and given to the muzzel loaders.
If the deer will support the hunts and not hurt the numbers.
if the idea is to kill mature bucks, that is a good way to do it.
If the population can support the additional harvest.
IF WE HAVE A SERPLUS OF NATURER MULE DEER BUCK
If we think those herds are in jeopardy then we should not open more opportunity in any weapon form. Otherwise we should spread the permits evenly 
between weapon types.
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If you have interested hunters that still want to hunt at years end,then yes. But if you dont have many interested hunters applying then, you need to issue 
according to the number applying
If you would open late muzzeloader seasons in a few decent spots  it would help the stats so that you might have a need for more special permits because 
then people might hunt deer with a muzzeloader. I want to hunt deer with one but the lack of late seasons on the eastside of the mountains is why I don't. 
And I know that there are a lot of people that dont use it for the same reason.
In Area 243 the mule deer population is so severely depressed that there should not be any late season special permit for bucks.  There also shouldn't be 
any anterless harvest from this area until the mule deer population recovers.
In areas specific to the regions local input should form hunters should be required
Interest in muzzleloaders are such a small proportion of the hunting population.
It does appear from these numbers that more permits could be shifted from Archery to Muzzleloader.  I would not change the Modern numbers unless you 
are looking to use it to control the number of Deer taken.  (I am assuming that Modern success rates are a little higher).
It is important to keep the current formula that allocates permits based on user group size.  If you want to increase ML permits, you need to entice more 
people to switch from rifles to muzzle loaders and THEN the permit allocation formula would give them more permits. The permit allocation formula was 
several years in the making, I don't think you should start making exceptions here and there or everyone else will get upset.
it may make me want to hunt with my m/l agian, but it is a risk as so many hunters apply.  if the deer heard is growing as it looks like it is to me here in my 
hillside, i think you can open up a lot more permits.  i would certainly like to see a lot more m/l and archery permits to modern rifle permits.  i'd like the ratio 
to be the other way around.  the chelan area is growing in population and loss of habitat.  m/l  and archer hunters in my experieance have a better way with 
the land and neighbors and less conflict with land owners.  let them and the archers have the best of the permits.  i live near chelan.  i've had deer 
carcasses entrails and skins left on my propery during the rifle season.  i have never had any trouble during the archer or m/l season.  we've also had 
cougar and coyote/dog remains left here.      i would much rather support the "traditional hunters". archery and m/l than rifle.  let them have all the permits, 
all of em.  if you want to reduce the herd, do it with them.      feel free to call me .  mark peter   509687-5017
It seems the muzzleloaders already have pretty vast late season hunting opportunities. I want to hunt GMU 130 late season for archery but it's not open for 
archery but, it is for muzzleloaders. Go figure.
It seems to me that if you want more Mussleloader hunters then you need to creat a more incentive for the hunter to want to hunt with blackpowder.  Get rid 
of the liberals and allow all the latest muzzleloading aquipment available.
it should be leveled out somewhat for sure.  Opportunites should always be greater for the more difficult weapon choices however, 3 verus 163 and 264 is 
out of whack.
It would be more fair to add some permits.
It would produce more interest in the sport...
Just add those 3 permits in with the modern firearm people. Then if they get drawn they can use their muzzleloader to hunt. Very simple.
Just remember which group fills the majority of their permits.  (Hint, it isn't the archers.)
leave it the way it is with only the chiwawa unit being open for muzzleloaders
let muzzloaders apply for permits along with modern. they can choose to hunt muzzle if they want. Hunting pressure is very minimal during this permit hunt, 
there is plenty of good chances for a muzzleloader
let the muzzleloader hunters use the same equipment on there weapons as the other states and add them to the modern list with the new muzzleloaders 
they can be competitive we can not raise our herd numbers by taking more animals
let their numbers increase first
Likewise: 1) is the Department being asked by muzzleloaders to extend the season or to issue more permits? 2) what is the 'special permit allocation 
formula'?
look at the success percentage of all groups. the ones with the least success should be allowed the most time in the field.
make fair for all hunters.But managed for quaility hunting
make more gmu's available to hunt muzzleloader in
Manage the animial not people, make all the systems and opportunities the same no exceptions.
Many of the mature deer are migratory at this time of year and it seems that after/during rut these will be harvested...in the cascade units many of these 
deer may return to other GMU's where healthy populations and ratios exist.  Are we creating an issue with future populations of deer in GMU's not on this 
list where these deer may spend a majority of thier time during the year.
Maybe 15 more permits from modern and 32 from archery could be allocated for muzzleloaders.
MORE PERMITS FOR LATE MULE DEER BUCKS IN MORE UNITS
More permits less general hunting units
More special muzzle loader permits accross the board.
Most of the people I hunt with don't put in for the drawing because they don't want to stuck hunting with that weapon if they don't get drawn.  Furthermore, 
they don't want their entire season reduced to this one special hunt due to haveing only one tag.
Most people are going to die of old age before they get a muzzleloader tag in this area.
Move some of the archery permits to muzzleloader
Multiple seasons back to back and seasons that are too long have detrimental effects to Elk and Deer.  Need to shorten the total length of human 
disturbance.
Muzzle loaders should be required to follow the same rules and regulations as the modern firearm hunters.  The muzzleloader rifle today has improved in 
accuracy to the point that most of these firearms are as accurate as modern firearms.  Thus the seasons for muzzle loading and modern firearm should be 
at the same time.  And both groups should be required to follow the same regulations.  Today there is limited diffrences in the firearms to warrant a special 
season for muzzle loaders.
muzzleloader hunters get a later hunting date pushing there hunt into the rut with the low numbers of mule deer no one should be hunting in the rut until the 
numbers come back
Muzzleloader hunters have 423 special permits compared to archerys 375 special permits
muzzleloaders are getting the SHAFT
muzzleloaders are like rifle now days......do not give special treatment
Muzzleloaders can reach out 200 yards, they should be considered modern firearms unless they use conventional muzzlelaoders that only reach 100 
yards.  Need more deer special permit opportunities for archers.
Muzzleloaders have other GREAT spots for deer.  They don't need to have more.
Muzzleloaders shoot to far.
N/A
need to open oppertunities for all GMU's like archery and modern
No hunting whatsoever.
No it should be for late archery instead.
No opinion
no opinion
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NO SPECIAL RULES FOR A SPECIAL LITTLE GROUP!
No time machine. Hunters should use modern firearms in 21st century.
no unless you take them from the archery side or even better create all new tags with out taking from the existing pool of permits
No, they don't make up the majority of the hunters. Remove muzzleloader equipment restrictions, draw more hunters into muzzleloading then allocate tags 
based on the rest of the state.
no, unless you are going to allow the use of multple weapons, instead of choosing a weapon
Not to sound like a Liberal but that sure shows discrimenation
Not unless the state looks at the weapon restrictions
not until there are more hunters
Offer a late season to hunters "Modern Rifle" in the 300-400 gmu's or have a special permit for area's in mid state and you will make bank!
Ok unless they take from other user groups
OK, they don't get enough special opportunity now ???????
Only if the herd can warrant the hunt???
Only if the muzzleloaders are limited to traditional style weapons.
only if your willing to do it for other user groups.Will seasons be adjusted to allow archers be able to harvest equatable numbers of bucks from all 
regions?To be fair you have to to look at total harvest for each region. Both regular and permit seasons. No fuzzy math
only in regards to percentage of permits to hunters using the different methods of hunting.  ie: if muzzleloader's make up 5% of hunter's they should get 5% 
of the available permits.  If  they make 10% then 10% of the permits should be theirs.
Only with low numbers of permits. I want high quality animals not quantity.
OPEN UNIT 101
opportunity is the key for participation
Permit opportunities should be allocated in a fair and proportional manner for all users.
Permits should be allocated and harvesting method should be open to any of the three methods during the prescribed season for that method until the tag 
is filled.
Permits should be allocated based upon the % of type usage the year prior-- what is the purpose?--to get more people to start muzzleloading?  Why?  I 
dont understand.
Permits should be more balanced between seasons, or moving some of the Archery permits to the muzzleloading season.
Permits should reflect the number of hunters:  Modern firearm 80%                                                                Archery           14%                                               
Muzzleloader      6%
PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE!!!
protect trophy from being over hunted
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Providing real and more opportunities for ML hunters for both deer and elk will generate new and re-newed interest in muzzleloading hunting.  This is good 
and promotes safer hunting conditions to the hunters and public, less damage to private property and can increase the level of hunting ethics with the 
hunting community.
Rotate the areas with with all user groups.2 permits in some areas is not enough.Spread the permits around.
See above deer season idea
Seems to me that only 3 muzzy permits compared to the other stats of 163 Modern and 264 archery are a bit one sided. Perhaps offer another 40 muzzy 
permits, splitting the difference between the archery and modern permits. So it would look like 43 muzzy, 143 modern 244 archery.
Seems to me you should allocate the permits at the same percentage that your data tells you is the  percentage per weapon. Obviously the Archery 
hunters get WAY more oppotunity than they should according to your own data. Your own data says that there are a loy more modern weapon hunters than 
any other. Allocate the amount of permits accordingly!
Seperate modern muzzle loaders from primative weapons and allow them to hunt during general modern firearms and give the true primative weapons 
more time in the field as they need it.
Shift about 20 over to muzzleloaders, then add 20 for muzzleloaders
sounds good
special permits should be formulated so that harvest percentages are equal
Special seasons discriminate against the general population.  Not everyone can afford a hobby such as muzzleload and/or archery hunting.  Any 
opportunity to hunt should be available to everyone equally.
Split the Archery special permits with muzzle loaders.  In other words, do not increase the number of permits, just divide them more equitably.
Stop hurting one group of hunters at the expense of others.  Equal access to every season for every hunter.
Stop playing around!  Muzzleloaders are ineffective and obsolete method of harvesting annimals.  Stop catering to a minority of hunters!  That is why you 
are driving hunters away.  You ignore the majority and cater to a very few!!
Stop taking away are late hunts, like the chewawa unit we now have (3) permits for this hunt that SUCKS!!!!
Stop the late hunt for everybody.
Support only if archery is affected and not the modern firearm fellas.
Take away some archery and give to muzzleloaders.
take from archery
Take from archery give to muzzleloader
Take from modern firearm and give to muzzle loader...Take from modern firearm and give to archery...
That is a big difference in tags alloted, there needs to be a better job done of allocating all the tags as equitable as possible. It would probably draw more to 
people to muzzleloader hunting from the modern firearm  or archery user groups.
that, or eliminate the need to choose your weapon BEFORE applying for special permits.
the archery seaon should be shortened to allow the ml more opportunities
the initial question should more of this quality hunting opportunity for mule deer bucks be shifted to muzzleloader hunters? is the question not just in the 
Chelan area.  Okanogan County would be as well as other a great opportunity.
The majority of the people hunt modern firearm, more permits need to be allocated for these hunters
The number of permits for each weapon should reflect the percentage of hunters using each different weapon type.
The permits should be allotted by method according to success rates. The number of permits for each method should be equal to the projected success 
rates.
The ratio of permits should reflect the percent of hunters in the groups - 81.2 % to modern, 12% to archery, and 6% muzzleloader.
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The state should mandate special hunt permits to be dispersed representatively among the three types of hunting. this should be based on the percentage 
of hunters representing each group that engage in hunting those hunting regions during the general season. based on the average of a state wide five year 
poll muzzleloaders would recieve 6.1% of the yearly permits. as it stands now muzzleloaders recieve 0.7% of this regions special permits. if muzzleloader 
general seasons continue to be limited in the number of hunted gmu's they(the muzzleloaders) should recieve president of special permits for those gmu's.
The strongest and most adamant NO.
Then muzzle loader in those conditions is nearly as effective as a rifle. I think that you could consider an 80% +  success for the tags given. Consider the 
effectiveness of those weapons and how it fits into your objective.
THERE ARE NOT VERY MANY DRAW PERMIT AREAS FOR BUCKS FOR MUZZLELOADER
There are too many tags in the entiat and surrounding units already. The state needs to cut the total number of tags and start managing for quality. If the 
state makes all mule deer hunts a draw then the state could add more muzzleloader tags and which would solve both problems.
There has always been a lack of opertunity for the muzzleloaders during the late season.
There should be more special muzzleloader hunts staewide.
they have the first shot at the current 3 point minimum season as is .
They should be allocated proportionally by the estimated number of hunters in each weapons class
This is a slanted Question, 6.1 percent of the hunters use muzzleloaders and will support this while 82% are rifle hunters and will not support it.Whether 
they support it or not fair is fair and more tags should be allocated for muzzleloader hunters.
This was originally part of the muzzleloader huntting season and I strongly support the idea of having a hunt for muzzleloader in this area.
This will also take some pressure off of modern and archery.
This would be fine if you regulated muzzleloaders to the primative weapon type.
Todays muzzeloaders are not the same as they werre 15 years ago, they are aproaching the modern rifle.  Were does the vast majority of the money come 
from for fish and wildlife, you should consider them 1st, before you lose them!

TOO MANY LATE BUCK PERMITS IN THESE GMUs ALREADY!  I would support a more equitable allocation, if total permits were reduced to 100 or less.
Too many mature bucks get taken by the late bow hunts in these GMUs allready
Treat muzzleloaders same as modern firearm, no separate seasons or special treatment.
We need more late season opportunties in teh northern teir fo game units
We should be cutting back all seasons for the Chelan deer herd.
Website does not let me pick above--I support making each season-whether gun, bow or blackpowder the same as all others--same amount of permits, 
same amount of areas--if not possible close areas to hunting until herds can suport this method
While I support more muzzleloader opportunity, I believe that keeping a good buck / doe ratio is the more important objective.
why are there more opportunities for archery than modern rifle when there's more modern rifle hunters
Why are you making it all special permit's ? not fare.
why does archery get so many when would the seasons be
Why does it have to be a special permit?  Just another money grab by the state.
why is there such a big diffarence in the numbers? 3 for muzzelloader 163 for modern 264 for archery not hard to see who gets scrued here. the 
MUZZELLODER hunter
Why not add some addition youth oppurtunites (muzzle loader and archery state wide) too? I would like my kids to be able to hunt the same weapon type 
as I do. Teach them other forms of hunting besides modern fire arm.
Why should archery be more lucrative than muzzleloader?  Level load all 3.......
why shouldnt muzzle loaders get the same opportunity as other user groups.
Why so many archery permits? Do those numbers make sense in terms of the number of archery hunters statewide, in relation to modern rifle hunters?  
no...so in this case, you could probably shift some of those archery permits to muzzleloader and modern rifle.
Why would I want to go up there and hunt in the first place. YOU DUMB BASTERS only give the muzzle loaders the crap and give the best places to the 
archery hunters.
Why would you allocate more bucks for the guys with the more accurate and dependable rifles?
Why?
Within reason there needs to be a few more permits allocated....  You can't even put in for a party hunt with a couple of guys because there isn't enough 
permits availlable.......    Need to offer a minimum ??
Yep.  Fairness and equity are huge.
yes
Yes any additional time or hunts would be nice.
yes its good to see your figuring it out more people like myself would hunt muzzleloader if we received decent area and opportunity
yes to more opportunities but man this state is out of control with special permits. The raffle system is crap!
Yes, and why not elsewhere as well
Yes, I support more opportunities for Muzzleloader hunting.  This is a good start.

yes, it seems 90% of archery hunters are just doing it because there is an archaic thought that archery hunters are more in touch with the nature, they must 
get closer and do not have great impacts.  Hundreds of archery hunters may not kill hundreds of animals but they will wound many and harass many.
You must ask yourselves, what's so special about the muzzleloaders that they need these additional opportunities?
You should sell general tags equal to the number you want harvested via statistics and transfer functions.  Let every liscense holder hunt all seasons on 
any tag.  Once they take a deer, they are done unless they qualify for a second tag.  Access should be based on heard amount, not the type of weapon.  
Buying a different tag for each weapon type is stupid and keeps more people from hunting.
Your the experts
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Issue 6:
In the last 3-year package (2006-2008), WDFW added an additional day to the modern firearm elk general season in western Washington, 
increasing the season from nine days to ten. The Department committed to evaluate the results of lengthening the season. Initial analysis of the 
first two years of data, does not indicate an obvious change in bull harvest or a measurable change in post-hunt bull ratios.
How should WDFW address the length of the western Washington modern firearm elk season for the 2009-2011 season package?     Rank the 
following options with "1" being the most preferred and "5" being the least preferred.
14  days?
3 more days
A 12 DAY SEASON WOULD BE GREAT.  FOR US THE LAST DAY IS ALWAYS BREAKING DOWN CAMP AND LEAVING IT AS WE FOUND IT.  IN 
MOST CASES CLEANER THAN WE FOUND IT.  ENDING A SEASON ON A TUESDAY LETS THINGS SETTLE DOWN FROM THE WEEKENDERS 
AND MAY CREATE SOME MONDAY OR TUESDAY OPPORTUNITIES TO TAKE AND ELK.
A 5 days to the western modern firearm general elk season for a total of 15 days.
add 1 more day (Friday previous), closing on a Monday.
Add 2 weeks to the modern season!!!!
Add 3 or more days.
Add 6 more days.  You will find lengthening the season will have little impact on the harvest but provide a greater opportunity to hunters, thus selling more 
tags.  The biggest complaint I hear at work is the short seasons, especially when elk hunting ends up being a camping trip.
Add 60 days to the hunting season for Elk.
Add a late season week-end.
Add a weekend in late and/or early season in addition to general modern firearm dates.
add days and close on Sunday. (are you beginning to see a pattern here?)
add days in western washington elk and deer by overlapping season's.  Like my dad & grandfather enjoyed.  With price of gas these days one trip combo 
vacations is going to occur more often.  Idaho & montana has had crossover seasons for years now.  At least you allow a hunter to harvest a elk and a 
blacktail doe same time period.
Add extra time to the Eastern washington hunt.
Add significant time (at least a week) to the modern firearm season, but restrict number of permits to control game managment while reducing the number 
of hunters afield on a given weekend.
add to muzzleloaders and allow scopes and jacketed sabots
ADD TWO DAYS TO BOTH EASTERN AND WESTERN WASHINGTON MODERN FIREARM SEASONS, ADD THE 2 DAYS TO THE END PART OF 
THE EXISTING SEASON!
add two days to the beginning of the season instead of the end...
Add two days to the western modern firearm general elk season for a total of twelve days, starting on a Thursday and closing on a Sunday.
ADDING EXTRA WEEKDAYS IS NICE FOR PEOPLE WHO CAN GET TIME OFF WORK. MOST HUNTERS ARE OUT ON THE WEEKENDS OR 
DURING THE MAIN WEEK OF THE SEASON. ADDING EXTRA DAYS AFTER THE SECOND WEEKEND OF THE SEASON IS NOT GOING TO 
INCREASE THE HARVEST BY VERY MUCH. IT IS A GOOD THING!
Adding one day of hunting??  What does this do to increase better game harvest?  Probably was a Sunday when everyone goes home to get ready for work
on Monday---Change hunting season dates--later season for hunts--makes for better hunting worse weather, more snows--less fire danger--
Again, see above for shifting seasons.
All elk hunts should be limited emtry special permit only.
allow 209 shotgun primer ignition systems.
Allow a "cool off time between deer and elk season.  maybe have Elk season open on nov. 10 then go to 20
Allow archery hunting during the modern firearm season for hunters with an archery elk tag.
allow Elk tags to be eastern and western
Allow the season to be open for 14 days ending on a Sunday allowing for 2 full weekend hunts for those who can not hunt during the week.
almost everyone leaves sunday as it is.
alowing more time to harvest is best, it is hard country on western side. I feel you work hard, you should be rewarded!!
Are you saying you want more bulls taken overall? Muzzleloader hunts and restrictions are a directly related problems.  With the increased dissatisfied 
hunters pointing fingers at management (practices) I have witnessed over many years, Hunters WILL ORGANIZE ONE UNION ORGANIZATION to DEAL 
as a COLLECTIVE BARGANING UNIT TO RIGHT WRONGS! TIME WILL TELL!

As long as it is not impacting the harvest or post-hunt bull ratios give the modern hunters one more day. Monitor it as you have the last two years and see if 
there is any impact. I know personally the more days in the woods for me is better. I my not kill anything but just having another day to hunt is great.
As long as the research shows that more days would not reduce populations below their taget goal this is a good idea. Archery and muzzleloader seasons 
should also be lenthened. They are about the same as rifle but far less successful methods so they should be able to be lenthened without as much impact 
on the elk
As our seasons have changed over the years, November has become warmer and warmer. November is now what October used to be just a few years 
ago. I think we should really think about moving the hunting seasons out about 15 day's for both Deer and Elk state wide!!  Hunting Elk in Eastern 
Washington in 70 degree weather isn't right!!
change 388 back to 588 western gmu
change the bow and arrow season to COW ONLY to leave a few bulls for the rest of us!!!!!!!!!!!
Change the opener of the western elk season to the way it used to be and start it on a wednesday and close it on a sunday for a twelve day season.
Change the season to open the first or second saturday of Nov........
Change western washington to spike only like eastern washingtion and add a certain amount of any bull permits to each unit. So biologist can regulate each 
unit depending on population.
close bear and cougar season during riffle elk season lots of unethical hunters .archery hunt and then take to the woods claming to bear hunt and take elk 
for family members or friends
Close completely and let the heard regenerate.
close it on friday and make 7 days long
close more areas and give to muzzleloaders
combine deer and elk season
Consider more units that are open to special permit bull hunting only.
Continue to closely monitor populations for reductions.
Decrease the total days hunted, and in any unit that there will be cow hunting, have all cow hunts before your bull hunts to increase escapement of bulls. 
This would improve herd dynamics by allowing for a higher bull to cow ratio, and also ensure there was more mature bulls in the future.  (Animals first, 
hunters second, revenue last)

Page 97



Issue 6-MF elk season lenght
do not hunt in Western side. I can not comment.
Do not hunt west side
Do not want to comment on this I have no clue in Western Wa.
Does the addition of the 10th day indicate if there is increased participation?
Dont hunt there so no opinion.
don't hunt west side so i won't vote on their rules
Don't hunt wester Washington
Don't know.
Don't open the Western WA season until vicinity of Veteran's Day thru the weekend before Thanksgiving. It's too early.
Don't support
Double or even tripple the time at least. All of the options are senseless!
due away with the eastern or western elk tag
Due to the nature of elk hunting, it has always been a opening day event meaning after opening morning the herds are spread out after being approached 
by hunters. Killing an elk the easy part, its outmanuvering other hunters is the challenge. Adding more days wont change anything.
Eliminate it altogether and leave the elf alone!  By increasing the season the WDFW rakes in more revenue, right?
eliminate master elk seasons totaly
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the bulls fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of 
and developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Eliminite the "rut seasons". Let the biggest and best breed without getting spooked and shot. Treat the heards like a resource to be improved, not raped.
Elk season is simply too short and too early.
END IT WHEN  THE WEEKEND ENDS.
For Western Wash,  start the season later!  This would allow,  more snow on the ground.  This would allow less rain.  At the present time,  we have a 
season that is in the middle of cold rain.  Start the season 1 week later.
Full 2 week season
Give Eastern Washington back at least ten of the days.  It used to be fourteen.
Give hunters as much time in the field as possible as long as managment objectives are met.
Give me a break.  Or should I say give the elk a break.  Ten days of hard pursuit is enough!
Give more opportunity to archery hunters
Give Muzzleloaders more time.
Give rifle hunters 13 days, most hunters only hunt the weekends maybe a day before or after. By adding the extra days truly dedicated hunters would be 
allowed to spent more time in the woods and raise thier chances to harvest an elk.
Give the modern hunters 2 weeks Nov. 1 to Nov. 14
Give the rifle hunter more time like the other groups
Give them a full two weeks.
Give them the entire month of November. This will permit planned trips with higher harvest rates regardless of weather.
Go back to a 2 week elk season like we used to have.
Go back to later seasons for modern rifle elk hunters.
Go back to opening on Wed. this had less presure on the animals because most people hunted the first week and some just hunted the second week.
Go back to the old way where the season started on a Wednesday for those that did not put in for permits.  This would benefit people who want to hunt 
longer and would also decrease permit applicants making some hunts easier to draw for those that did apply for them.
Go back to the season starting on a Wednesday and ending on a Sunday. Special tag holders would not be able to hunt untill the first Sunday while general 
tag holders would be able to start the hunt on the first Wednesday.
GO TO A SEVEN DAY SEASON. COW PERMIT SEASON WOULD BE BEFORE THE GENERAL BULL SEASON.COW SEASON STARTS NOV-2 TO 
NOV-7 & BULL SEASON STARTS NOV-10 TO NOV-17
Hair splitting.
Harvest opportunity needs to be the deciding factor.  If modern firearms hunters are taking too high a percentage of the animals, then reduce ttheir days, 
too little increase it.  Resource allocation.
Have the Western season before the Eastern Season. See above for seasons.
Honestly, don't know what the westside elk hunters want.
How about trying a "pistol only" hunt, it could be within the modern tags , designate certain dates or gmu ...
How does the current bull elk 'kill ratio' align with desired outcomes? I guess I would look first to maintenance of the herds as my top criteria, followed 
closely by satisfying the desires of the hunters as secondary. I would guess that even with more days being available, since elk hunting is a real 
commitment of time and equipment, those extra days may not get used regardless. Do you know for sure that the extra day that you have already given is 
really being used or do most hunters pack up and go home before that anyway?
How does the harvest equety look? If they need to harvest more elk give them more day's. You are asking people for opionion's without all the facts
Hunt until the harvest quota is satisfied.
Hunting oppurtunities for all weapon disciplines should be identical across the board.

I  feel that if there is not too kmuch effect on the animals, then by all means extend the season.  However, I feel that there should be extensions to all 
weapon type seasons, not just modern firearm.  Also, please open all units to muzzleloaders as they are cut out of the better units such as 673 and 681.
I am  all for increased oppotunity when it is warranted.  Congratulations on achieving this through the 3-point or better bull harvest in Western WA.  How 
about the same thing (3-point or better harvest) in Eastern Wa. too?  We in eastern WA. would love to scrap the much hated and proven failure of spike 
only hunting.
I am ambivalent.
I am not for reducing the length of the Modern Firearm season (10 days is short enough).  If Modern Firearms are taking to many animals, limit the harvest 
in other ways (see the previous questions in this survey for my thoughts on those ideas).
I believe you should increase the season to at least twenty days.  The prospects of harvesting an elk in western Washington are poor enough to expand the 
season to a longer period.  You have reduced the chances of harvesting a bull elk to the point that winning the state lottery would be easier.
I can't speak for this section because I don't hunt on the westside.
I do not hunt W. Washington M. Firearm No Comment.
I do not hunt western WA
I don't hunt elk with modern so my opinion shouldn't count
I don't hunt the west side so don't want to make suggestions.
I don't hunt there
I don't hunt western washington
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I don't hunt westside elk.
i don't know a thing about the west side......
I don't know the area, the herd, or the goals of WDFW to be able to make an intelgent comment
I don't know why your even asking this question....who cares about 1-2 days!!!!!   Open up more units so we are not crammed into small 
pockets!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
i dont think that more day are the answer. after opening moring the elk are so spoked. you to would go and hide if people were shotting at you from all 
different directions.
I feel living in the Mason County area the elk population is decreasing.  I think the department would be doing the humters justice to shut down the season 
for a while until the herd start to increase.
I feel that limiting rifle season to 7 days would be good for the herd.
I got a great idea give greenwater area back to the white man. I've lived here 50 years and we never been able to shoot cows in that area not evan with a 
permit. so somebody gave the indians the right to manage the elk herd in greenwater the only people who can kill cows and cavles in the area.Are you 
kidding me. know you want to take more from us? when will it end? at the end of this I will leave my email adress if anybody got answers or cares witch I 
doubt.
I have no opiinion on this matter
I have no opinion on this.
i hunt eastside for elk
I say shorten the season to 7 days like the muzzleloaders have.But by shortning it, move the season later starting in mid nov. for the western guys, and 
early Nov. for the eastern guys.I think that would improve hunter sucess a little bit more for those days rather than what the season is right now.
I skipped because I hunt with a bow and only hunt in Eastern WA
I smokepole hunt for elk and we hunt in the Coweeman late season; this unit takes a beating from rifle hunters. I think that some of the younger bulls are 
branching early like the elk are in the unit that is in this questionaire earlier
i support closures in eastern WA to help the elk herds, but if it hasn't impacted elk herds in western Washington to have a longer season, then hunting 
opportunity should be increased.

I think any opportunity you can offer those west side guys to encourage them to stay on there own side of the mountain is great lets give them six weeks.
I think that your evaluation numbers may be off or slightly skewed. Western Washington had the worst rainfall in November (elk season) in 2006 during the 
first year of the added day. I know for a fact that the harvest had to be the worst on record for modern rifle for a long time. Add 2007 to the mix and you only 
have 1 year of data and that probably hasn't been fully evaluated yet! Don't jump to conclusions and give the plan some time. That's why you're doing some 
of these major changes in 3 year 'trial' programs. More hunting time means more avid hunters in the woods with more money coming in for the state and 
more bulls being taken. We need to look at hunting opportunities in this state realistically with a little more thought given to what's really affecting the 
numbers instead of making knee-jerk decisions on just stats alone!
I wish they would stay on that side of the mountain. Choke on your crabs.
I would be curious to know what the harvest goals are. If they are not being met then it makes since to add a day until the goals are met. If they are being 
met, leave it.
I would enjoy a longer season, however, I feel that most hunters cannot capitalize on the extra days during the work week if your objective is to kill more 
bulls. The extra oppurtunity is appreciated for those who can.
I would like to see a state elk tag like we have a state deer tag. Why do we have to choose east or west? I live on the west side. I'm forced to go east 
because I can count on the weather being drier. I would like to hunt west side. If I get rained out , go east but I have no choice. thanks.
I would like to see more special permit oportunity to hunt elk in the rut with modern firearm.
if harvest has stayed the same would suggest no change the department of wildlife has in the past added time and number of permits and has hurt the herd 
that has caused less hunting
If it does not effect the bull harvest, than why not add one day to the season each year to continue the study.
if the elk herd is meeting or exceeding management objectives, add another day!!
If the result is to increase the success, then a longer time frame should help.
If there has been no noticeable effect on post-hunt bull survival ratios, then it essentially increases the hunting opportunity with limited -- if any -- adverse 
impact.  Try extending for an additional day and monitor the effect of that.    More conservatively, stand pat and continue to accumulate data for the next 3 
year cycle.    To the extent hunting opportunity is increased, consider opening on Friday, instead of Saturday.
If there was no appreciable change in harvest numbers two more days should increase the opportunity of western Wa. hunters with little additional toll on 
herd numbers.
If this was to happen it would fall in line with what I said early about closing the Clocokum area for one year and opening elk hunting state wide.
If you are going to lengthen Western Washingtons elk season you should do the same in Eastern Washington. We pay the same price for our tags as the 
West!!!
If you can't do 3 weeks, than 12 days can work.  How about 9 days closing on a Sunday, and then opening for 3 more days the following weekend.  When 
you have a job Mon-Fri, the only time to hunt is the weekends.  This would give a lot of people the oppurtunity for more time in the woods.  Closing the 
season on a weekday (Wednesday) eliminates 60-70% of the hunters that cannot get time off of work.  And for the people that do have a vacation, they can 
still get there time without the crowds in the first week.
i'll pass on this one.
I'm not sure of the reason for the change.  If the intent is to increase the bull to cow ratio, why limit the additional opportunity to modern firearm hunters?  
Muzzleloader/archery hunters who must be closer to make a kill should be given the additional opportunity to selectively harvest animals for purposes of 
herd management.
In 40 years of hunting in the Pierce County area I have observed that the Mt. Rainier herd migrates down later than most of the elk season. Open the 
season later in November like you used to do! This will control the Rainier herds not just kill off the local animals while the Mt. Rainier herd barely starts to 
come into the hunting areas that are open season.
Increase a day a year until the effects change. Then back off by one day!
Increase Eastern Washington Elk Season
Increase modern firearm elk season back to 14 days and add another late season weekend
Increase modern firearm season to thirteen days in areas where the herd needs culling.
Increase more muzzleloader opportunities prior to modern firearm season if possible.

Increase opportunity on the Mt. St. Helens herd and any other hard-hit winter herd.  I, along with the non-hunting public don't like to see front page pictures 
of starving elk with ribs showing and carcasses lying around in the newspaper when those elk could have been properly harvested and put to use!
Increase special permits to allow antlerless oportunities and increase trophy potential by reducing percentage of mature bulls harvested
Increase the Archery season too!
Increase the number of early Bull hunts, September and reduce the regular season
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increase the season so that people that can't go that week can have an opportunity also.    should try to manage this with tags and special permits, not try 
to see how many people we can cram into the woods in a short amount of time.  I don't do much big game in WA anymore as it isn't safe in many places 
now.  Too many thousands of idiots out there all at once.
It doesn't matter. By the time Modern is allowed in the brush, the animals are so picked over and spooky we're lucky to even FIND one. extra day isn't going 
to do it.  The MODERN season should rotate every 3 years to take the time slot ARCHERY has, then the time slot MUZZLELOADERS have, then back to 
Modern.  Give a fair shake to the 200grain crowd.
It is incredibly important that bear season end prior to the beginning of modern elk season.  I have spoke with multiple members of WDFW and have 
expressed the need for this.  Hundreds of bow and muzzleloader hunters are able to be in the woods to fill other people tags during this hunt and have 
watched multiple "poachers" be allowed to continue this method because they claim that they are "bear hunting."  Everyone that I spoken with (legal 
hunters) are in favor of this measure.
It is my understanding that the greatest harvest occurs on opening day and decreases after that, generally according to total hunter effort.  If that is still true, 
I would favor allowing as many extra days as possible since they would have little impact on total harvest.
It would help out the normal guy if the dfw would prosicute people who take helicopter's down the drainages /guiges up the 29 road the 28 road 25 raod 1 
and 2 days before regular hunting. It happend to me this last year. the helicopter was blue and white.
It's good don't change it.
its not the length of season its that most of the bulls are shot during early muzzeloader season
It's not the number of days open for hunting. Access to hunting land is restricted so fewer animals are taken. REOPEN LANDS FOR HUNTING THAT 
WERE OPEN BEFORE!
Keep ten days but open in mid-november.
Keep the length as it is but move the season back later in the year instead of early november make it the 3rd week of novemeber.
Keep the season length the same, but eliminate Margaret and Toutle special bull permits.  Change Margaret and Toutle to general seasons.  This will help 
distribute hunters across a larger geographic area.
Leave modern hunting alone add days o muzzleloader and archery seasons.
Lengthen ALL seasons. As your own data indicates lengthing a season had NO effect on the harvest. I've said this forever. People only have a limited 
amount of time they can take away from their jobs to hunt anyway. Make all seasons longer and spead out the pressure.
Lengthen the regular season but limit the late special hunts. The elk are run for too many days. Limit the late seasons to agricultural hunts and help the 
farmers.
Let muzzleloader ELK hunters to hunt both sides of the state!!!!!!!!!!!
let's face it,, elk are hard to hunt in a down pour of rain with only about 8 hours of light during november
Lets get with the program Washington.  Let there be one elk tag and let the person hunt elk, archery, muzzle loader and modern firearm.
Limit th number of tags given to limit the number of bulls killed - too simple???  or not a revenue generator???  Are we managing for dollars or for 
wildlife???
Longer season and more options for 65 yrs and older and youth hunts as well. Also add a doe deer options during ELK season for the youth and 65yrs and 
older. This would help on the time the spend in the field and lengthen the season and go back to any bull.
Longer season may shift pressure off vunerable central Washington heards.
Longer seasons mean more people get to hunt. Right now there is near zero flexibility on when I can hunt elk. The more days I can hunt, the more likely it is 
that I'll be able to squeeze in some time in the field.
Maintain the current 10 days with opening day on Friday and ending on Sunday.
Majority of the elk are killed within the first two days of hunting, due to all of the competing interest between archery and modern rifle. Soon as the shooting 
starts the game animals find the security, which is either difficult hunting areas or where there is secuirty on private land.
Make ALL Elk seasons open a week LATER with no change in length
make areas specific to weapon prefrence only do not condense areas use multi use tags
Make it 2 weeks. Control the number of Elk taken by the number of tags you put out.
Make it a 7 day season.
Make it two weeks, start on a Saturday and end on a Sunday
Make modern firearm deer season open at a date other than the opening for duck season.
Make the indians go by the same seasons we do. How about equality? This would increase the elk population dramatically!
Make the same time frame on the Eastern and Western slopes of the Cascade.  There should not be any difference from one side to the other.
Make the season a week longer.
Make the season cover 3 weekends for a total of 16 days.  most hunters only hunt for one week and some only hunt on the weekends, this would give more 
opertunity for hunters.  offer more special hunts.
Make the season two full weeks in cluding weekends. One day and two days are insigificant. Most people are having to work and only have one weekend to 
hunt anyway.
MAYBE OPEN IT UP FOR HAND GUNNERS ONLY A LITTLE LONGER OR HANDICAP HUNTERS FOR THE EXTRA DAYS
MAYBE YOU JUST NEED TO WAIT A LITTLE LONGER TO SEE IF THERE IS ANY CHANGE.
Missing a key piece of information-- is the harvest too high, too low, or good?  This should ultimately be the deciding factor.  I think a longer season is 
always preferred--provides greater opportunity and quality of hunt --provided the herd can support it.
MODERN FIREARM ELK SEASON COULD BE KEPT THE SAME LENGHT BUT HAVE THE SEASON ONLY SPAN 1 WEEKEND
modern firearm general elk season to at least two weeks
more detailed analyses to to ensure no impact and continue to evaluate changes for 2009-11.
more modern firearm late season special permits
Most hunters will give up after the first week and go home, or they dont have the time off. Only the die hards will still be out there so let them have the time. 
I dont think there will be any noticeable change in the no. of elk taken. REMEMBER the hunters dont climb mountains all year long and most are not in 
shape to hunt for more than a few days. If it were open two weeks like long ago not many were around past the first week , maybe the last weekend to 
come back for one more try.
Most people are weekend warriors, doesn't make much sense to me to extend a season into a weekday when most people are working anyways. That is 
probably why there is no noticeable difference in harvest statistics.
Most people have a hard enough time scheduling vacation now. If it is extended, the number of hunters will still drop and the department will still not have 
the data due the the reduced number of hunters. Due to the restricted land access, the only way this might work would be if the department and the private 
landowners allowed more access. I still think the numbers would drop and the data may not be what is required.
Move elk season later in year by one week
Move Elk Seasons 1 week later in the year.
Move season back one week later than it currently is.  Let animals settle down a little more.  If you  were to add more days to season,  I would like to see 
the department go back to the 3 day penalty  for applying for permits.
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move the modern elk season back at least 4 weeks so that the cold weather and snow /rain arrives and pushes them down to the levels sane men can 
access. If any of you have noticed , global warming due to C02 levels several times what it was 100 years ago has now made early november like summer 
with sunny days where I sweat justwalking around. All we see now during modern elk are hundreds of people driving aimlessly around looking for elk that 
are hidden deep in the cool woods while we sweat and get sunburn! Your seasons are for the 1970's ; the modern elk season must be moved back so the 
elk won't end up starving to death by January and need feeding as this last winter! This last elk modern elk season was a disaster; I asked 10 other hunters 
and none including me bagged a bull elk or even saw one; then we read in the papers 2month later about how there was no moneyto buy feed to keep them
alive this winter!
muzzelloader only gets 7 days ? give all hunters the same amount of time. you took a day from the muzzelloaders to give to some other grupe. we pay the 
same for our tags and permits?
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A for me, I hunt the east side.
Need to move the opening date back about a week or two to later in November.
neutral, I don't tend to hunt western washington.
No change.
No comment
No Comment.
no data, no opinion.
No further comment
No opinion
No opinion
no opinion
NO OPINION
No opinion on this issue.
No opinion on Western Washington Elk hunting season
No opinion.
NO SHIT!   Most hunters are WEEKEND HUNTERS. Additional days doesn't mean we actualy GET to go hunt.
not familiar with the west side
Not my side of the state, no comment.
Not qualified to answer. I hunt on East side.
Not sure how to consider this .. I do not hunt West side and do not know if there are concerns of too much hunting/negative affects on big-game 
populations.
offer more opprotunites with special permits
one must know if the bull to cow ratios have been achieved then adjust according to that. Maybe more maybe less days in the field.
One week is enough, the game is getting pushed around enough from all of the hunting seasons.  By the end of the week the odds of harvesting a elk are 
lower than the begining.  The game is spooked enough.
Open Elk at end of Deer Season.
Open elk season on a Wednesday, instead of Saturday.  Making it the 1st Wed. to the second Sunday.
Open on a Friday. Add one or not. Majority of hunters will be there for opening weekend, leaving on Monday morning. At least they will have Three days to 
hunt instead of two.
open on a sunday two full weeks closeing on a sat. this would take preasure off the opening weekend giving hunters who use thier vaction time to its full 
benifit during elk season .
Open on a Wed. like you use to, there was not as much pressure as some people hunted the first week an some people hunted the second week. Go back 
to the 12 day season.
Open season up in mid november
Open the modern rifle season later
Open the season later in November and not the last week in October
Open the season on Friday. Hunters are more willing to take off a Friday to start hunting. They already schedule to be back to work on the Monday. 
Remember... MOST hunters are the working man with limited time off. We don't have paid vacations or motor homes. We don't own our own businesses. 
We have to be back to work on a certain day. It is more practical to take the time on the front of a hunting trip and end on the weekend.
open up the white river area to elk hunting again!!!!!!
Opening elk season later in November
Or even change the season to 7 days but start it a couple weeks later. You alreadyno that most of the elk heard is in it's winter range (Mt. Rainier) and the 
only elk we have in the Yakama area are the local elk that are there year around. And once again it's spike elk only. Boy I wonder where all the yearlings 
went????
Packwood area (516) should have permits for cows and the cow permits should coinside with the regular season.
Please make elk hunting permit only but make it relatively easy to win permits - you can decrease pressure/hunters by 25% by creating a lottery.  Minimally, 
pls do this in the Eastern WA, East Slope Cascades area.  It's too crowded. People are going to get hurt.
Please open the season on Thursday or Friday to ease opening day madness.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
publish how you figure out what opening and closing days out for us Firefighters that bid our vacation on and annual basis. usually in November this 
previous year.
Put the season back to ending Nov 20th like years ago, the season is too early for a good harvest.
Quit favoring one hunter group over another. Equal access to wildlife for every hunter.
Reasonable
reduce it further
Reduce modern in Western Washington Cascade range and increase muzzle.  I hunt all methods, in fact, I have a multi season elk permit this year (thank 
you:) but I feel that primitive hunt methods are conducive to Western Washington and would prefer to hunt there.  By the way, what happened to the six 
week muzzleloader season in the Teanaway for God's sake?  Given to the Masters I suppose, thats eletist!
Reduce modern, increase muzzelloader to include these areas plus more days
Reduce the length of the season but push it back to a second saturday of november opening and run for 9 days. ( this increases the odds of snow fall and 
higher succes )
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Reduce the number of days.  The statistics are measured by what types of comparisons?  What does the word "obvious" mean?  Perhaps more than just a 
"high level - initial analysis" needs to be conducted with animal preservation as the top priority.
Reduce the season to nine days and allow for more special bull permits.
Reduce the western modern firearm general elk season to no days.
REDUCE THE WESTERN MODERN FIREARM GENERAL ELK SEASON TO SEVEN DAY AND GO TO 1X1 BULLS ONLY. AND NATURER BULLS 
PERMIT ONLY
Reduce the western modern firearm general elk season to seven day. we need more mature bulls were killing eveything at 2.5 years
Reduce the western season to 7-8 days to help bull survival rates.
Remove the general elk season and replace with a special permit only hunt. Set quota for each elk herd for cows and bulls. and issue special hunt permits 
for each herd according to quota. An increase in the season length may be appropriate to minimize hunter to hunter conflict.
Remove the three point minimum for elk in Western Washington.  If you are managing the mature bull/cow ratio why don't you make it spike only with 
special permits for larger bulls.  This is what you are suggesting for deer, why aren't you using the same logic for elk?
Restrict hunters to hunting on their own side of the mountains where they live.
Restrict the tribal hunting the week befor the general season. They hunt hard to harvest the branched bulls in the units that my group hunts in 601, 602 612 
We scout 3 to 4 days and the tribes are packing rifles while were packing binoculars  The elk that are left are constantly on the run. The elk herds in these 
units are healthy there is just no branched bulls left. Its getting worse each year. The tribal season is way to long. I dont see how wdfw can manage these 
units with the pressure the tribes put on these areas
return GMU 388 back to 588 so I can hunt westside elk there
Return GMU 388 to 488 and make it a west side hunt like it use to be.
Run the westside elk season for 12 days beginning on a monday
Same as D.
see earlier, I believe in longer seasons, permits for elk
Seems like we had lots of bulls starving in some units this winter. Allow for longer seasons and this may reduce the bad perception of starving elk in the 
problem units.
set western season later in november by 1 week
Since the department has seen little change to the bull harvest numbers after adding one day I feel adding two more during the work week will have little 
effect.
So many elk hunters I gave this sport up years ago.
Sounds like 3-point bull harvest is working if you can justify longer seasons.  Why can't you do that in Eastern Washington and get rid of the hated and 
failed spike only bull harvest?  If it works well elswhere in the state it can work in other places as well.
Split the season in to two seasons making people choose one or the other make them four or five days each

split the season.  too mant people are in the western washington woods now.  too many close calls.  i think if the season were split ( like oregon) one  might 
have a better chance to bag a bull.  i am switching to archery for this very reason.  well that and the idiots that are taking pride in stealling from others
Start season 2 weeks later. Reduce to 9 days.
Stop the Indian poachers!
Stop the weekend starts. Open it the 1st day of November and run it 12 days. Would allow for long term planning for vacations, etc. It would stop the 
weekend warrior mentality, and allow the serious hunters a better opportunity.
Stop the Weyerhauser Company and others from using herbicidal spraying that kills all vegetation that elk eat and you will see more elk killed during your 
standard seasons.
Stratify the hunting areas as I stated earlier.
Suggest considering a special Western Washington late season permit (3 days - Friday, Saturday, Sunday) to hunt bulls in December with any weapon.  
This permit can be for a list of open Western Washington Units or a specific unit only and would be like a multi-season tag - does not affect a hunters 
permit points but limits the number of hunters out.
sunday to sunday....2 weeks.
Ten days is enough
the costs go getting the tags, travel, gas prices etc. they need more days for a chance for and elk.. bull or what ever you have decided for that area.
the elk have had enough pressure after nine days it is not like this state has to many elk if you get out and hunt nine days is plenty of time I no the 
department wants to sell to make money but lets think of the populations
THE HUNTERS THAT GET EM ARE GONNA GET EM NO MATTER HOW LONG THE SEASON IS. LONGER SEASONS JUST DISRUPT THE ANIMALS 
MORE
The master hunter program stressed the quality of the hunt, and yet we continue to put more and more modern firearm hunters in confined areas.  I believe 
that all modern firearm elk hunters should be selected by permit with 4 or 5 choices such as the current system with 100% of the applicants chosen.  If you 
are not picked for one of your choices WDF would assign you an area thus spreading the hunting population evenly across the state.
The more days hunting is available the better! The current seasons are too short.
The season for elk should include three weekends and two full weeks of hunting at a minimum.
The whoel system is so poorly designed the choices are the boil down to the lesser of obvious evils.  If you want to attract more hunters and increase 
hunting related revenue increase the opportunities for people to participate.  There is not going to be a relationship between population and number of days 
hunted when you are talking about 1 or 2 day changes to the season.
There are so many people that have property damage from elk and they can't get the state to thin the herds down in those units. I can think of one that 
never had elk and now there taking out my mom's fences and destroying her garden.
They have prime hunting days for the rut. Why. Using the easy form of hunting.
Thinking that hunter days in the field will not effect harvest. Anytime the department can get more hunter days the better. Some of us hunters just like the 
opportunity to go hunting for the experience not the harvest.
This is an incomplete question. It doesnt state if harvest levels are up, down, or right where they should be. It needs to be clear if the harvest level needs to 
increase. I don't live there so without this info can't answer
to evan the ratio of cow to bulls allow more cow permits in western washington
Try and build up the heard so others have animals to hunt later.
Try extending archery and muzzel loader seasons.
two weeks would be nice
Unlimited over the counter tags has proven ineffective in every single state that has used them, including Washington.
Washingto is afraid to let someone kill an elk. You would reather see on die in the winter. I started hunting Idaho three years ago and now I enjoy hunting 
again. Parts of there seasons are open for either sex for five days a year and I have never seen so many elk. Washington don't want hunters to kill elk, deer 
or bear.
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WE ALLWAYS HAD 12 DAYS BEFORE. IT WOULD BE NICE TO GO BACK TO THE TWO DAYS BEFORE SOOR THE WEDENSDAY OPENER FOR 
THOSE THAT DIDN'T PUT IN FOR A SPECIAL DRAW. ALSO YOU COULD OPEN THE COW AREAS OPEN TO ALL HUNTERS ON WEDENSDAY 
BEFORE REGULAR SEASON.
We do not hunt western Washington elk, too wet.
We don't hunt elk in this pathic state anymore again you are managing people and the animals, you are soley worried about your revenue stream that there 
is no advocates within the game department that is concerned about the animials.  Many solutions have been provided to the department in the past and 
groups were just ignored so would we want to waste our time as your mind is already made up.
What are your objectives? If it's just to increase opportunity...why not 12 days? From the limited info it doesn't seem as tho over harvest is a prob.
What is the desired outcome for game/harvest management.  If the modern firearm constituents are within their harvest allocation, then what is the 
question?
What is wrong with higher numbers of elk, especially bulls?
What is your objective; harvest more bulls?  I thought you want to increase the bull to cow ratio???
whatever helps keep those 206 ers on their side of the mountains
Why don't they make it like it used to be, and have opening day on a Monday?
Why only in Western Washington????????
Why should the West side get all the perks? The East and West Side dates need to be flipped every year.  The best elk hunting is in mid-November, like 
the Yakima Region use to be 15 years ago. Now it is so weather dependant during the last week of October the hunting has sucked the last 4 years.  My 
group ate 6 Cow tags in the Bethel GMU because the weather did not force a migration --- that did hurt.
WITH THE CHANGING OF THE WEATHER THESE PAST YEARS I WOULD LIKE THE SEASON TO BE RESCHEDULED TO LATER IN THE 
YEAR.REASON FOR IS THE WEATHER IS BEEN TO WARM TO MOVE HERDS AROUND.LAST YEAR I HUNTED IT WAS 55 TO 70 DEGREES.NOT 
HUNTING WEATHER IN MY BOOK.EVERY YEAR IT SEEMS TO BE GOING THAT WAY.
Wow! Sounds like 3-point or better bull hunting is working much better than spike only hunting.   Why can't you do that in Eastern Washington?
You can change the number of days from 9 to 15 and you won't see much of a change.  I say increase Western Washington Hunting period to 15 days 
minimum.  I would recommend you start with 14 days.
you worry about a couple days modern but bow hunters have how many days doesn't add up
You're the experts!
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Issue 7:The state s human population continues to grow and more land is being converted to homes and other human uses.  One result of increased 
human density on the landscape is an increasing frequency of contact and conflict with wildlife.  Often, the most effective and efficient way to 
address conflict associated with game species is to manage them through hunting.  However, hunting in urbanizing settings is often 
controversial because of public concerns for safety, noise, trespass, and a general fear of firearms.  The greatest issues to date involve deer, 
elk, cougar, black bear, and waterfowl.
The Fish and Wildlife Commission has established firearm restriction areas to address safety issues and to try and avoid situations where 
county authorities may be considering a no shooting ordinance.  There are also many situations in urban/suburban settings across the state 
where counties have established a variety of no shooting ordinances.  Some counties prohibit the discharge of all firearms, some include a 
prohibition on the use of archery equipment, and a few only restrict the discharge of center fire rifles.
How do you think the Department should address the discharge of firearms related to hunting species like deer and elk in urban/suburban 
settings?    Rank the following options, with "1" being your most preferred and "6" being your least preferred.
1.)  Local governments should be restricted in their ability to establish "no shooting" areas, lest they become a back door to banning hunting.    2.)  Utilize 
"master hunters", archery -- maybe even crossbows -- and specialized firearms (e.g., "metro" guns) to maintain the harvest of suburban game populations, 
while minimizing the adverse impact on nearby neighbors.    3.
add archery seasons in town they seem to be the safest
Add more archery. Nothing is safer.
Adding Crossbows as a method would likely confuse people who are using current methods unless the areas are VERY well defined.  I am unopposed to 
adding this method in a restricted area if the WDFW will note that this will have the effect of hunters wanting to use this method in other GMU's too and 
they can prove the effectiveness of adding crossbows to the hunting method arsenal over existing measures.  Furthermore the areas that we as hunters 
can hunt need to be CLEARLY outlined since the residential areas consist of parks, play fields, schools, houses, etc..
Adhere to no shooting ordinances as passed.
Again this all should be #6 but one can't mark it so. SCREW your moratorium ideas. This is still AMERICA is'nt it ?
All area like this should be archery also....
allow 209 shotgun primer ignition systems.
allow achery in desinated state land in urban areas during hunting season with postings letting local people aware of the dates , lets share the land we all 
own it why should bird watchers get to use the land that we support with hunting fees without any benifit to the hunters .
allow archary equipment.
Allow Archery hunters along with all user groups who want to use archery gear during there particular season to hunt these firearm restriction areas.  In 
other words no special times but if a modern hunter wants to hunt a firearm restriction area he may do so during his modern season but with the restriction 
of what ever the firearm restriction is be it archery gear or shotgun with slugs or buckshot.  I have a question, should the use of crossbows be allowed in 
firearm restriction areas then would they be allowed everywhere also?   I do not ever want to quit bow hunting but I fear with a few more years of age or 
perhaps an injury or just losing strength I would like to be allowed to use a crossbow if I felt I could not pull a heavy enough bow back for elk.
Allow archery hunters to have a longer season and permit archery hunting in more urban areas
ALLOW ARCHERY HUNTING IN NO SHOOTING AREA'S
Allow archery hunting in these areas (NOT crossbows)
allow archery hunting within city limits and other sensitive areas by permit
Allow archery only in urban areas.
Allow archery only in urbanized areas and increase firearm restrictions to satistfy public safety concerns.
Allow archery special permit hunts, with additional tag for that species, where game populations need to be reduced.
Allow archery, crossbow in urban/suburban settings.
allow bow hunting in all wepontry zones regaurdless of tag,,,i.e ,,like you do now,,if you have a modern tag you can down grade to a bow,,,make that 
possible for all tags..let you down grade to a bow when in these types of areas.
Allow bow hunting only in these areas.
Allow bowhunters in those sensitive areas.
Allow bowhunting only in areaa within urban areas.
allow crossbows and archary hunters
Allow for Master Hunter only hunting in these urban areas.
Allow hunters to use firearms in any area on special supervised hunts, or by taking an additional safety class and purchasing special insurance to cover 
any incident.  Restricting to shotgun/muzzle loader only should be an option.
allow hunting in all areas keeping with the ratio and population goals
Allow hunting of tree huggers. (just kidding)   Anti-hunting laws should be illegal (as in some states)  Prohibiting firearm shooting within some distance of an 
occupied structure (other than your own) will enevitably take care of the shooting issue with firearms. Bows should still be able to shoot to maintain an 
effective quiet way to eliminate pests such as unruly bears.
Allow longer archery seasons in the more populated areas.  This is a safe and minimally disruptive way to provide game population control in the more 
populated areas.
Allow master hunters to hunt these ares/ allow them to harvest more that one animal annually.
allow more archery hunting
allow more archery hunts in these areas.  That would be the best solution for most people.
Allow more archery in restricted areas
allow more archery in these areas, possible slugs for deer hunting
Allow more liberal archery opportunities in high density areas where firearm restrictions are necessary.
Allow more shotgun (slug) and handgun hunting in restricted areas.
Allow no shooting ordinances in areas but allow archery equipment only to be used. Crossbows with "open" or non magnified sights only allowed in non 
shooting areas (possibly discouraging "un-ethical" shot choices without sights with magnification) to be used in accordance with general archery 
equipment.
Allow only archery hunting in highly human populated areas and 2nd B tags for those hunters. The logic here is that most of these areas are privately own 
properties allowing few hunters. Those who do get access are people usually the land owner trust. Allowing those hunters more than one tag will help 
control the deer and elk populations. Granted this will not open hunting opportunities to ALL hunters but will help with the quality of the herd.
Allow permit hunting close to areas and develop a safety course or certification process that educates people in hunting in populated areas.  Also mandate 
the use of weapons that have reduced lethal range such as shotgun, archery and crossbows.
Allow private property owners to pick their own hunters to kill trespassing animals. Issue special land owner tags to sell to hunters for the state. 50 elk, 50 
tags.
allow shotgun slug use as a replacement for centerfire rifles as some eastern states have done
Allow special permits allowng harvest during all seasons (muzzle, modern and bow) in urban areas (using any legal weapon) to control populations
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Allow the use of archery & crossbows in these area.  Possibly muzzleloader if the sound isn't and issue.
Allow the use of Archery Equipment and Crossbows within firearm restriction areas
Allow the use of Archery equipment within areas of concern.
Allow the use of archery, within firearm restriction areas.  DO NOT ALLOW CROSSBOWS EVER!!!
Allow the use of bows AND crossbows within firearm restriction areas.
Allow the use of crossbows and increase shotgun only areas.
Allow the use of shotguns/short range weapons in areas where there is a concern.  By creating "no hunting" areas around urban areas you will only 
increase the number of conflicts. These areas will become refuges for game animals. Perhaps create special permits for these areas.  There are many 
good hunting opportunities currently in areas where human populations live.  If these hunts were by permit they could be monitored more closely.  This 
would in turn give more hunting opportunites for permit applicants and maybe increase hunters odds at drawing a tag.
ALSO PROVIDE "SPECIAL PERMIT" TYPE HUNTS; DAMAGE HUNTS; SO TO SPEAK.
Also, allow archery.
Always allow archery.
Another possibilty might be to allow the use of large bore air rifles in firearm restriction areas.  There is currently a growing number of large bore air rifles 
that are capable of harvesting game humanely.  I also feel that the use of air rifles should be allowed for small game too in areas that are restricted.  It is 
currently legal to harvest small game up to turkey in California and this could open up a great tool for managing the expanding urban goose populations for 
one example.
ANYTHING OTHER
Apply the lessons of the eastern states in these situations and restrict hunting to short range firearms.
archary  hunting should be used in safety zones
Archery ( including Crossbows) can be used in firearms restricted areas for effective game control. See what other states like Ohio have accomplished with 
multi tags for archery in over populated areas. Also could provide more data for chronic wasting Diseases tests.
archery equipment should be used in these situations and has a succesfull and safe trac record in other states.
archery equipt in urban areas should be promoted
Archery hunting is deffinately the ticket in these circumstances.  Do all you can to support that.
Archery hunting is the real ticket here.  You should work with County's to establish archery hunting in these areas.
Archery is the key but the main issue is educating the general public and the landowners to realize hunting is a humane effective managment tool.  So 
many people are quick to complain when deer are eating there garden but are not willing to allow access to reduce the population.  I think the key here is 
public outreach to the people who are moving farther out and let them know that hunting is ok and can be safe an humane.
Archery only
ARCHERY ONLY AREAS (only 1 in state?) Also how about Traditional only within city limits?
Archery Only when inside "sensitive" areas.  Archery is safe, and hunters tend to be more responsible and sportsman like.
Archery only.
Archery or Archery type (i.e. Crossbow) huning should still be allowed. For White-tailed and Black-tailed Deer, hunting with a Shotgun using Buckshot 
should also be acceptable.  The Shotgun is probably not practical for Mule Deer or Elk due to their size.  Every effort should be made to keep hunting open 
in urban areas.
archery or muzzle loader only.
archery should be the method
As long as there are no shooting zones, especially in and around urban/suburban areas you will have INCREASING wildlife (and predator) issues. Take a 
look at Helena MT and what a cluster that is!! Use the archery and muzzleloader hunters in these areas.  Work to exempt these from the restrictions. Might 
want to consider shotgun slug only areas also.
As we are becoming populated like the Midwest, we should consider adopting similar rules.  No firearm hunting inside city limits with special permit 
crossbow hunts okay, crossbow and ?shotgun with slug outside city limits, and centerfire/muzzleloader use outside of suburban areas.  Also strongly 
recommend Fish and Wildlife take a close look at the destruction of low elevation winter wildlife range/habitat which continues to occur in our state in part 
due to the Urban Growth Management Act.
Assemble a pool of archers, perhaps your AHE guys that can hunt with stealth and discreetness, like in PA..  I'm tired of WDFW caving to the "urban 
dwellers" when a true management objective is being achieved through lawful hunting.  I would like to see a "right-to-hunt" law passed here.
Ban counties from being able to put no shooting ordinances into place.
Be agressiive in helping us to continue to hunt in urban and rural counties
Be like other states and open up areas for increased archery opportunities in urban settings.
be realistic. You can't shoot near human dwellings.    -Get over it, and move on.  We are only allowed to USE the woods. we don't own them.  I expect this 
will be a lost sport by the time my grandchildren hear of it.
Bow hunting is a grey area not specifically addressed and made public for these areas. Bow hunting from a rased position over 20 feet and shooting not 
less than 30 degrees at a fully exposed animal and background could work with general rules already in place.
Bowhunting in urban areas has a long track record of effective wildlife management with proper training bowhunters can harvest game in urban areas. 
Allow a second deer permit, doe only if necessary, etc. to entice enough bowhunters to participate.
Bows or cross bows to control
Built up areas should be restricted to muzzleloader, archery and crossbow use. Designated rifle areas are obviously national forests, blm, weyerhauser and 
forest lands etc. If we are not having incidents of accidental shootings the way things are now, then why create laws if not  needed. The anti hunters are the 
primary advocates of these restrictions anyway. Nobody wants to see anyone hurt by a stray bullet and hunters take particular care to insure this will not be 
the case. The housing residents are far more likely to be shot by some idiot gang member letting rounds off in the air or at each other than ever a hunter. 
So creating a law that inflicts restriction on lawabiding hunters to control crimanls is stupid.
C is OK, but about a 1000 feet is more safe distance.
Common sense needs to come into play. If unsafe hunting practices are being observed then their should be stricter fines, etc. Shotgun areas only are a 
great alternative for populated areas. Many times the higher populated areas are the places that need to have additional animals harvested. Archery and 
shotgun are great alternatives for these areas.
common sense, dont shoot toward structures. aside from that, leave it to the hunter how one should harvest an animal.
comon sense is really all that is needed.  but there are too many people moving into the hinterlands who don't understan what they are moving into.   
education is the key.  they need to know that elk and deer will eat everything that they plant.  and there really are very few options to stop them.  the urban 
areas are moving into the wildlands.  but not with the knowledge of what to do once they are there.  educate the people, and allow hunting in urban areas.  
the other options don't work.  look at the data.....
Consider archery only weapon discharge in more areas.
consider the use of shotguns
Continue to develop hunts that allow Master Hunters shotgun or bow access to address problem animals.
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County and other forms of local government are pathetic.  They never seem to get the big picture and are in the pocket of local big wigs, business and 
pressure from to many people who do not understand hunting or like hunting.  To allow these narrow minded local government officials and their pressure 
groups to have more control over hunting regulations will further take away our right and privilege to hunt.
Create areas that if developed, it is done with the understanding that the new deveopment is encroching on hunting grounds and have occupants accept 
the risk of potnetial property damage due to the discharge of firearms.... i.e. Ask the question whay should we give up our right to hunt with a rifle for you to 
build your house?
create model ordinances and distribute them to establish season long archery seasons.  Still one deer/elk/bear but urban archery opens with september 
bow and stays open until say dec 15. Always bow. Decreases urban animals and problems without concern over firearm shootings.
Create more special hunts for archery hunters to control the population in impacted area's
Create program for advanced hunter education special hunts to take more animals with bow, crossbow, shotgun in the more urban areas. I've lived in 
towns that biology was effected by urban "feelings" and not science. Birth control, sex education, and abstinance programs aren't an effective management 
tool for wildlife.
Create traditional muzzleloader, shotgun and archery only hunts near suburban areas.
Creating additional barriers and restrictions (including special permit hunts/areas etc) is not the answer.
Cross bows should be allowed anywhere noise and safety are an issue. They are underused in this state and are a great alternative to rifles of any kind.
Crossbows allowed only in firearm restricted areas but not allowed during the archery only seasons.
Crossbows and archery within firearm restricted areas should be fine. I favor WDFW to be proactive in handling this issue.
Crossbows are a great way to solve this problem...limits distance noise....
Crossbows are a very safe means of hunting in populated areas.  When regulated with the modern firearm seasons, it will reduce noise issues.
Crossbows can only be used as a subsitute for modern rifles during modern rifle seasons. They cannot be used during archery seasons!
Crossbows just make legit bow hunters look bad.  I hope we keep it to shotguns, muzzleloaders and legal archery equipment.  It would be nice to have 
more bow-only areas as their seems to be less conflict with residents.
Crossbows work back east where populations are high they would work here as well.
Crossbows would be a great idea within urban/suburban settings.
Decrease the firearm restriction areas
define "occupied structure" is that an open legally occupied home or business or is it an old barn?
Delvelope land in accordence with firearm restriction in place along with rights to hunt by permits. Landowner requirements for homeowner and hunters
deucate general public to the benefits of hunting to our society.
Develop ordinances that allow for alternative/short range weapons (shotgun, archery, etc).
Develop regulations prohibiting shooting within 1000 Yards of occupied structures without a firearms range permit.
Develop zones within Western WA that would allow hunting with a shotgun (slugs & buckshot).
develope a problem animal hunt list for archery hunters in urban areas and work with the land owners and communities
Develope an urban/suurban archery hunting program by application. Where all apllicants would have to pass both a written and a range test to prove 
knowledge and safety practices.
Do a better job of educating the public on game management issues and hunters on hunting population areas.  Study the European model -- particularly 
Germany and its use of "hoch sitz" or high seats. These stands greatly reduce the stray shots by always shooting in a down angle.  Shooting only from 
these stands by more acceptable in certain areas.
Do not allow counties to establish no shooting ordinances. Place more emphasis on the master hunters program to take care of the wildlife issues in those 
counties.
Do not allow counties to overide sound wildlife conservation and mangement. The wildlife belongs to the state.
Do not allow hunting at all in urban areas.
Do not leave it up to cities and counties to put in place no shooting ordinances.  They are particularly inept at making good policy because the county 
commissioners are too close to their constituents.  The DFW should make all game management and hunting decisions.
Do not restrict any use of firearms!  What we do is called "Hunting" for a reason - everything else is 'trapping'.  Have a look at CA and see how their anti-
firearms approach has lead to an explosion of predators within expanding neighborhoods.  It seems like every week a coyote has attacked a child and a 
few times a year a lion takes a pound of flesh.  If that is what you want WA to be like then I'll move (again!)
Do not restrict firearms in urban areas.
don't allow out of staters build like what they did at swift. What a slap in the face to every washington hunter.
Dont ever allow county to establish shooting ordinances or moratoriums on any firearm
Don't hunt these critters, let them live where they live---educate people is ways to accept wildlife--move problem critters to mts--what are you asking if we 
should develop an in town hunting season???  hahahahahahahaha  thats what I would expect from out game dept in washingotn!!!
Don't let any modern firearms into urban/suburban settings make it archery only
Don't let dwellings be put in areas of hunting.  It's that simple.
during muzzle loader season we should be allowed to use archery equipment in a county firearm restricted area.
Educate the idiots that think that hunters are the huge problem!!!  shotguns, rifles, and bows are all safe in the hands of educated hunters as well as in the 
educated publics eye.   It is obvious that the dope smokers in Olympia and western washington think that all hunters are bad.  But wait until bambi eats 
their pot plants or their roses or smokey wanders into their yard.........
Educate the public about safety in firearms and continue to use hunting as a method of game population control.  Do not cower to public opinion, we have 
facts and data  - lets use it!!!!!
Education!  Well trained shooters can take game animals right under the noses of the general public, and they wouldn't even know. Look, cities pay 
thousands of dollars to "harvesters" to clean up excess game animals. Instead of PAYING money out, BRING IT IN by giving these opportunities to Master 
Hunters who show profieciency in taking such animals.
Encourage archery hunting to the county commissions as the best way tomanage urban / suburban wildlife.
Encourage archery only urban hunts for experienced archers for urban deer control
Encourage bow-hunting and allow shot-gun only special seasons to control "problem" wildlife; educate population to necessity and strcitly control rules for 
these areas; perhaps open to AHE or Master hunters only?

Establish a no shooting ordinance statewide.  Put former hunt-management energies and funds toward relocation and sanctuary/preserve establishment.
establish a spring bear hunt in western wa. by permit only possible crossbow permit
Establish longer archery seasons within the restricted areas.  Do not introduce a crossbow option
Establish ordinances that define where hand guns and rifles can be discharged for hunting.  Establish ordinances that define where shotguns can be 
discharged for hunting.  Establish ordinances that define areas where archery (not cross bows) can be used for target practice and hunting.
Expand and promote archery opportunities in urban settings.
Expand archery opportunities in these urban/suburban areas.
expand archery opprotunities in those area's
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Expand archery, hunt master managed, AHE, or other weapon permits on an area by area basis in these locations.
Expand limited firearm areas to include semi automatic pistols
Expand the shotgun only areas as was once the case for Battlefield area (late in the season).
Expand the use of archery hunts in urban areas via special permits
expand use of special permits particularly for archery, crossbow, muzzleloaders, and shotguns.
FIGHT FOR THE RIGHTS OF CONTINUED FIREARMS USE TO GO ON AS ALWAYS AND OLD RIGHTS AND POLICY TRUMPS NEW ORDINANCES 
PASSED BY A MINIORITY OF A FEW PERSONS ON A COUNCLE.
find a way to restrict human expansion into wildlife areas.
For areas that are concerned with firearms they should allow archery, muzzleloader or slugs from shotgun.
For waterfowl and specifically geese, work with federal regulators to allow the use of nets and not just shotguns to harvest waterfowl, and work with city and 
county parks, golf courses, and other willing owners of problem waterfowl habitat, and also in waters in urban areas, to allow 1) A sport dip-net harvest 
during the flightless season, and 2) Hunts during the regular season using CO2 powered net capture guns over decoys or out of a scull boat.
FORGET THE CROSSBOW IDEA..NOW YOU ARE ASKING FOR AN INCREASE INYOUR POACHING PROBLEM....ALLOW THE ARCHERY 
HUNTERS MORE ACCESS IN THE PROBLEM AREAS IT WORKS IN OTHER STATES AND CANADIAN PROVINCES
Get in touch with more land owners.  If deer and elk are a problem they might not mind if you harvest respectivly.  One shot one kill.
Get rid of the yahoo liberals and CA transplants in WA.
Get the issue into the zoning and permitting process so people know they're buying into hunting habitat and act accordingly. Hunters were here before 
subdivisions.
Give me a break.  Dont change things.  The more we add and change the laws the more hunters that we will loose.  I have two attorney's that I use to 
review the hunting regs and they cant even firgure it out.  We are all about to give up due to you morons!

Go with A.  Introduce model where special permit(s) can be leveraged within areas that need managed and only available to master hunters via compound 
bow archery.  Not a fan of the crossbow in fear of presedence it will set; however, understand the "quality of shot" it would give over traditional archer.
Greater control of center fire rifle use in areas of concern should be the first choice.  I was raised in western Pennsylvania where the deer population is 
increasingly getting out of control.  As urbanization pushes us to that point, the reliance on a safe harvesting method is the better alternative to 
management by hood ornament.
Have a much longer archery only season for urban/suburban areas.  Have a crossbow season in these areas may be a option but I feel that a sept-dec bow 
season with 2nd deer doe only tags would be best
Have new home buyers sign something when they are thinking about buying a home or property in or near a traditional hunting area that says they agree 
not to complain and that they understand there will be hunting taking place in that area.
have those areas as special areas for those that like to hunt with bow or muzzle load.
Hire trained hunters

How does one know whether a structure is "occupied"?  Deer and elk populations are increasingly impacted by urban grow encroaching into their habitat.  
They are a nuisance in some areas and need management.  For example, I live on Camano Island.  Deer are frequent visitors to developed sub-divisions.  
My grandson was bitten by a deer tick and contracted Lyme's disease.  I'd just as soon suppress this deer population, but have no legal way to do so.
How often do we hear about someone getting shot during hunting season? Not very often. And if people don't want to hear gun shots during hunting 
season, then they should get the hell out of the hunting areas. Those are designated places for people to hunt they don't need to move up to the woods 
and build their million dollar homes because they want some peace and quiet. If they want it so bad then go to another state where there's not much 
hunting.
However push the bowhunting aspects in these areas. Archery opportunities would help witht the problem wildlife.
Human beings are infringing and removing the habitat of all wildlife through housing developments, etc. Killing wildlife is NOT the answer to contact and 
conflict with wildlife--respecting wildlife and learning to live with these animals is the answer.  Humans are guests in the animals habitat, not the other way 
around.  The media and Dept. of fish and game have done a great job at creating panic when a wild animal comes into a populated area or even a rural 
area and instead of panicing, people need to just leave the animals alone, in the worst case scenario the animal should be humanely trapped or 
tranquilized and relocated, but I've seen too many cases lately in which the animals are killed or irresponsibly tranquilized then tazered until they die.  
Ethical and humane response is the answer.
I absolutely do not approve of crossbow use in Washington unless it is classified as a modern firearm for  allocation purposes.
I AM ALL FOR INTRODUCING CROSSBOW HUNTING.  I BELIVE WE SHOULD HAVE A GENERAL SEASON, POSSIBLY RIGHT WITH THE 
ARCHERY SEASON.  I THINK YOU WOULD SEE QUITE A GRAVITATION FROM MODERN HUNTING TO CROSSBOW HUNTING.

I am not clear on what option A involves.  It appears that it allows counties to make decisions that should be reserved for the Fish and Wildlife Commission. 
Fish and Wildlife professionals should be making the decisions, with input from counties personnel when appropriate.  We should have regulations, or even 
a constutional change, that protect hunting rights and reserve decisions for management professionals considering best game management practices.
I am not much on restrictions but the publics safety must be considered.  The damage done to our sport when a firearm accident happens is 
insurmountable.  When an area requires game management in developed areas mandate the use of primitive weapons only.

I AM TRYING TO WORK WITH KITTITAS COUNTY TO CHANGE THE NO MODERN FIREARMS LINE FROM THE CANAL TO WILSON RD, WE (AND 
MANY OTHERS) HAVE EXPERIENCED TOO MANY CARELESS RIFLE HUNTERS ON OUR PROPERTIES AND NEAR OUR CABINS.  WHEN ONE OF 
MY CHILDREN OR GRANDCHILDREN IS SHOT BY 'ACCIDENT' IT WILL BE TOO LATE TO SAY 'OH SORRY'!  THIS IS AN AREA I WANT LOOKED 
AT!  SUN EAST DEVELOPMENT HAS MANY PERMANENT RESIDENCE AND 50 - 1O0 RECREATION CABINS, MOST SITTING ON 20 ACRE LOTS.  I 
SEE THE DUNNING FAMILY HAS POSTED THEIR ENTIRE PROPERTY AND MOST OF US HAVE TOO, BUT RIFLE HUNTERS DON'T CARE.
I believe that WDFW & Counties should allow hunting in Urban/Suburban areas with Bow/Cross Bow ONLY for areas with heavy deer, elk, bear traffic.
I hate to say it but there is a lot of very disrespectful hunters that also lack common sense that should not be anywhere near residents with a firearm, I 
know this dosen't help solve the problem, but maybe something to keep in mind while making a decision. I believe public safety is a priority
I have mixed feelings here because of course I dont want to see anyone hurt but with the amount of hunters today compared to the amount of open to 
public land hunted,I think that the hunting land is depleting.
I manage a 100,000 acre tree farm surrounded by a lot of urban sprawl.  People who choose to live in the country need to realize hunting is a tradition and 
activity supported by a lot of landowners.  My company supports recreation including hunting and do not restrict opportunity because of urban sprawl.  A 
300-ft. restriction around houses REWARDS sprawl and will encourage more development in wildlife habitat.  Instead regulate developers, educate 
homeowners, and support the right to hunt.
I might support some form of option B but not until I know more about what "expand" means.  I live in the country and not in a city for a reason and I don't 
support more restrictions on my activities.  I understand the dangers of firearms in or close to cities but would prefer that any new restrictions apply to the 
type of weapon (shotgun versus modern rifle) first.  I don't support any use of crossbows for fear of increased poaching.
I never thought of it but the crossbow idea is GREAT!!
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I own a cabin/property in Sun East which is located in GMU 328 - the old muzzelloader 911 area surrounded it and I strongly feel that a firearm restriction 
should be enforced for that area. There are several cabins that have been established in the past 5 years and the area is not safe during the modern 
firearm season. Several of us have our areas posted and that does not seem to stop most of them from shooting on our properties and towards our cabins. 
Iâ€™m contacted the county but have gotten no where. Please take this into consideration.
I support using crossbows and bows in no shooting areas, the only concern I have is if you injure an animal and it dies in someone's back yard.
I think if areas want to put a restriction on urban coflict with wildlife they should be resonsible.  D. Why crossbows? Why not legal archery equipment?
I think that hunters that ignore posted "No Hunting" signs around private property and trespass, restricted and urban areas -  should lose their huntings 
privileges for a period of time if there was an effective way of enforcement
i think that the shooter should be aware of his or her surroundings,and hunt accordingly. know where your bullet is going. and if you can see a house, dont 
hunt there. simple as that
I think that there should NOT BE any no shooting ordinances. Have a commen sense law. Use basic gun safety. If the person is not using common sense, 
then give them a ticket. A big ticket.
I think the trophy animals are taken by landowners and or thier friends anyways
I think urban areas should be opened to archery hunters.
I think we need to support the fir arm issue/ As a hunter I dont want firearms going off "near" my home. I think with deucation the public would be more 
open to archery hunting than firearm.
I would like c with 300 yards not feet. any firearm can easily shoot 300 feet
I would support using firearm restriction areas, the use of cross bows and other archery equipment to facilitate these hunts. The Master Hunter program 
would also be a useful tool in these settings.
Ideally, you could restrict hunting to the use of muzzleloaders or shotguns in and near people and limit hunting to master hunters. Yet, I have seen some 
master hunters who have made a bad name for themselves and the program. I also think there should be a concerted effort to work with the landowners to 
build the trust. Many have a bad taste for WDFW because of past experiences.
If people are going to move into areas that have wildlife, why should the game department have to reimburse them for damage, they knew the animals 
where here first, let them apply for depradation tags that they could give out to x amount of hunters without a fee to reduce the animal numbers.
If people complain about the deer in their yard, explain to them, if you allow the harvesting of the animal, this will reduce the population and also help in 
keeping the animals in the wild where they don't have to compete for food.  This will also work for the ones complaining about animals getting hit on the 
road.
if the cities and counties have problems with animals because of laws they pass then they will have to figure out how to deal with the problem.  A majority 
of the voters in our state would like to see a herd of 200 deer in a park in Bellevue.  Then when their is no food in the park the deer can spread out to the 
homes around the area and the people can complain about the overpopulation.
I'm all for no-shooting zones.  I live in an area where opening day of elk is like downtown Bagdad.  I count anywhere from 20 to 60 shots on opening 
morning and there are houses everywhere.  For some reason common sense goes out the window during "rifle" elk season.
I'm assuming that "B" above means restricting firearms to shotguns, muzzleloaders and bows, instead of modern center-fire rifles.  Also, use Master 
Hunters for special hunts with these firearm restrictions to avoid further no shooting ordinances.
I'm not sure what to think about this one.  I do believe that we should better educate the general population about firearms, game  and resource 
management practices, as well as the "culture" of hunting here in Washington State.  Just because someone transplants here from a more "liberal" part of 
the country, does not give them the right to push their morality on those of us who are northwest natives who were raised in this rich culture.
I'm not sure where you are coming from on this one.  Archery should be the preferred hunting method in any urban or sub-urban firearms restriction area.  I 
don't think crossbows are needed.  Regular archery equipment is the real ticket here.
In many situations the problem wildlife can be harvested at another time of the day,month or year when it is farther away from homes.  Also consider the 
advantages of transferable landower tags.  The  landowner or a designated hunter my be the best choice in some  settings and the tags can be issued 
outside of the usual hunting seasons.
In populated areas such as this allow the use of both crossbows and archery only
In these settings, "archery only" hunting ( possibly primitive weapon/handicapped)  should be allowed during the regular archery seasons with specific 
shooting/safty regulations in place for each urban setting: no firearm seasons.
Increase both Crossbow and Archery opportunities in developed areas.  Consider Compressed airgun seasons as well.
increase hunting season days to eliminate overpopulation of above species
Increase programs that would encourage private parties to work with hunters.
Increase the opportunities for archery as well as educate landowners and hunters on the need for mutual respect. Landowners need to increase legal 
trespass opportunies for archers to take problem game.
Increase the use of archery in control hunts
Increase youth and disable hunting  in these areas along with an increase in public information
Insitute hunting areas where modern rifles and muzzleloaders are not allowed.  Shotguns, traditional muzzleloaders and archery is allowed.  An example is 
the recent addition of the Trout Lake elk area for AHE and senior hunters.
introduce atlatl & dart as a hunting method in these areas.
Isn't this taught in hunter safety?
Issue a permit, then you know who's hunting, open to Shotgun only.
It (crossbow) seems to make sense since it would solve the noise issue, and help control animal population, while still giving hunters a chance for a 
successful hunt.
It is a choice to live somewhere.  If someone chooses to live in an area where wildlife and weapons exist, then no change is necessary.  If someone does 
not like the wildlife and weapons, then a different choice should be made as to where they might want to live.  In conjunction, hunters/gun owners should be 
responsible.  Enforce the laws we have, for we have enough, we don't need more.
It might be helpful to prosecute violations of safe gun handling. The party who put five bullets through our neighbor's house should be rounded up and 
devested of their hunting privilages for the rest of their lives. I do not hunt with people who do not think about where their bullet is going. Neither should 
anyone else.
It sounds like you people need to stop buying property in the county I live and stop raising my taxes!!!!
it will lead to faux gun control with out a doubt. we should be thinking about the animals homes first before we build ours there. they were here first not us. 
educate people about moving into the woods and building homes.  better yet dont destroy the animals only habitat, it's all they have
It would be better and less confsuing to have the restritctions made and managed by WDFW rather than individual counties and cities. It would be tough to 
know what applies to whom.

I've also seen a lot of turkey in residential areas.  Some of these folks  have told me they are pests.   Allow bow or crossbow hunting in  these situations?
Keep in mind that any mix of muzzleloader or bow hunters and modern fire arm will require ALL to wear hunter orange, not just the modern fire arm.
Keep in mind that some ordinances are developed with the intent to eliminate hunting for reasons other than public safety. There is a growing movement in 
our state against the hunting community. This will make game management more difficult if anti-hunting regulations are permitted.
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Keep the counties out of the picture, or we'll have no hunting left.
Keep up w/ n
leave restrictions as they are but try to encourage more bowhunting and maybe crossbow hunting opportunities in these areas.
Legalize bowhunting in the cities for damage control.
let hunters use bows in urban areas
Let occupied structure owners post area around their home.
let people handle it on their own.
Liberal politicians WILL use no-shooting ordinances to erode the Second Amendment, so that option must be made as difficult as possible. Model 
ordinances are probably pointless, as counties probably would not be able to disallow WDFW hunts in any case. Leaving the situation as-is will probably 
result in more problems. Expanding firearms restriction areas makes sense. Prohibiting shooting within 300 feet of occupied structures might work if you 
exempt property owners in rural settings. I think the crossbow idea is really smart.
Limit hunting in these areas,like in other states, to bow, muzzleloader oistol or shotgun
Limit hunting to archery within a certain distance of housing.
LIMIT RURAL DEVELOPMENT!
Limit the kind of ammo that can be used in firearm restricted areas.  Shotgun slugs are now able to travel several hundred yards.  They are no longer 
restricted to shots 125 yards or less.  I use shotgun sabots that drop 10 inches at 125 yards, Hornady has a sabot that only drops 6.7 inches at 200 yards.  
If shotgun round were limited the same as muzzeloaders it would help resolve some of the problems.
Local laws are local laws. If WDFW had the spine to attempt to supercede local laws, it would blow up in their face. It ain t happening. You better just 
create the loophole with each county, then somehow make it illegal for the county to banned the use of whatever weapon WDFW authorized. If counties 
banned hunting by banning the weapons, then then those counties should also be held accountable for wildlife damages and complaints. They should pay 
the financial losses that result from wildlife. Everybody seems to be okay with being against something until it comes back to bite them in the ass. Make the 
county government financially responsible for all wildlife damage that occur because they've blocked WDFW from being able to manage the herds in a cost-
effective manner.
longer archery  or a  shotgun seasons.

Make a restriction of no shooting with in a 500 feet from any home. also make sure the land owners obey the hunt free on there land or take the sign down
Make all these areas open to primative archery only.
make handicap considerations
Make ordinances that if you build into wildlife's front room that you accept them eating your roses, etc:, as this just the way the world is.
make the county or city responsible for the wildlife in their areas that they restrict hunting access too.
Make them archery only areas
Many private properties have safe shooting lanes.  Those owners should not be included in a no fire zone.  No decision might be the best decision.
Master hunters in these areas.
Modern firearms hunting should not be allowed in or near any residential area. Restrictions for target   practice should include camping areas wether public 
or not. The enforcement should be a Wash.   dept of fish and wildlife responsibility
Modern firearms tag holders can already use a bow.  They should use bows in the sensitive areas
More education for the public so populations  of people don't conflict so much  with wildlife.We are building  in the wrong  places!
more gmu's open to archery late season
More handgun hunting areas
More muzzleloader use to ease danger in urban areas

Most of the problem lies with the moron who thinks he's a hunter. This is the type that will shoot your house because he thought it was a deer. There's only 
one way to handle that, calling law enforcement.   Increasing law enforcement, both game warden as well as municipal police, will better address this issue.
N/a
NA
need a better way to get the landowners involved in the harvesting of unwanted animals off their property...landowner tags could be a way for 
that......maybe even offered by each county for public lands that have population problems
need archery-zones around Populated areas. more no shooting firearm zones

No change, continue to address firearm restriction area requests and provide comments when counties consider no shooting ordinances--ADD:  As needed
No Comment
No comment.
No county in the state is so urbanized that all shooting should be banned. It would be a tradgedy to let counties establish no shooting ordinances. The 
number of firearm conflicts in suburban areas open to hunting is blown way out of proportion by people that are afraid of firearms because they have no 
knowledge of them. I have grown up in suburban areas in gmu 124 and never experienced any safety problems or even heard of any. The no shooting 
zones that are established already and the new ones that pop up because of housing developments are already stopping the use of firearms to hunt in the 
overpopulated areas.
No crossbows anywhere.
no opinion
NO OPINION
no restriction
Offer an extended season in these areas for archery and shotguns.
Offer more or most of the permits to youth and archery hunters.
Offer special hunts for bow hunters, or crossbows in areas where there are a lot complaints about game animals. Possibly offer land owners small property 
tax incentives to allow hunters access on land owners which have complaints. And or make it mandatory that 1/2 the harvested animal be donated to that 
counties homeless shelter, or other charities.
Offer urban archery hunts or expand urban archery hunting opportunities.

On Open Hunting Areas, fire arms should be of no concern if safely used. But on Private land get permission to hunt from land owner first, if possible. As a 
land owner I do let Hunters come and hunt from time to time when they have asked. Rarely do I turn them away. And they usually get what they came for.
Open more special archery permits in those urbanized areas.
Open subject areas to archery hunting to relieve population and problem animal conflicts
Open these areas to bow only for all hunters as in the past.
Open these areas to more archery opertunities.
open these hunts to archery and muzzle and shotgun buy permit
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Open these to bow hunters.
open up these areas to archery only
OPTION D ??? WHERE DID YOU GET THAT BRIGHT IDEA ? DO NOT !!!!! GIVE IN TO THE CROSSBOW LOBBY. LET THE ARCHERS HANDLE THE 
FIREARMS RESTRICTED HUNTS
OPTION D but only for modern firearm tag holders because the weapon works like a gun (but shorter distances).
options a and e don't make sense

Pass a state preemption law, restricting counties from enacting ordinances more restrictive than state law.  The state should set firearm restriction areas.
People moving into or living in wildlife habitat areas should be educated about dealing with wildlife and the seriousness of not dealing with it properly.  As 
human population increases into rural areas, people moving into those areas should be made aware of the importance of hunting to maintaining a healthy 
balance of wildlife species.  They should also be made aware of the importance of natural predators in the mix.
PEOPLE NEED TO REALIZE THAT IF THEY URBANIZE DEER, ELK, COUGAR, ETC. HABITAT THEY SHOULD EXPECT TO SEE THOSE ANIMALS.  
LIVING OUT IN THE `WILDLANDS' HAS CONSEQUENCES.  CHOOSING TO LIVE THERE THEN WHINNING ABOUT THE WILDLIFE IS AN ALIEN 
CONCEPT TO ME.  RESTRICTING HUNTING METHODS JUST COMPOUNDS THE PROBLEM.  IT GOES BACK TO INSTITUTING BETTER LANDUSE 
POLICIES TO TRY TO MITIGATE THE ISSUES BEFORE RATHER THAN AFTER THE FACT.
People should be able to shoot around their own house.
Perhaps allocating to expert hunters familiar with the areas involved. Landowner permits? I'm not sure on this one as it is a very complex issue with a lot of 
different paramenters for each area involved.
permit more archery, muzzleloader and shotgun with rifled slugs in areas. or allow only AHE hunters in these areas at certain resricted times.
Please make every effort possible to convince counties to NOT establish no shooting ordinances. If they insist on creating such ordinances, work with them 
to develop "model" ordinances that exempt hunts established by WDFW. Expansion of firearm restriction areas are fine with me if they will keep the 
counties from establishing no shooting ordinances. Crossbows during modern firearm seasons only, please--they are NOT archery equipment!
Proactively work with counties on these issues, support archery/muzzleloader/pistol use in these areas.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Provide more opertunities for the hunting public to remove a nuicence animals in and around housing developments and work thith property owners to 
encurage better access through thier land.
Provide special permitting during all classes (mussle, modern or bow) of seasons (using any legal weapon) in urban areas to control excess animal 
populations
Purchase more properties for public use
Put a moritorium on building in wild life areas.
Put some effort into educating the county people on the difference between long range weapons and short range weapons.  Many here just don't 
understand.
Quit making so many rules and just let people hunt.   Remove weapons from the game wardens belt to insure respect for the customer(hunter).
Recommend, further definition of Item C above setting good distance restrictions.  Also if you allow the use of dogs for cats & bears and baiting for bears in 
urban areas, your chance of an accurate and sure shot is enhanced.  Also for urban areas only allow shotguns with slugs for hunting deer and elk in urban 
areas. Flight of bullet is much lower, demands good clear shot and supports well a 300 ft restriction from houses.  Don't allow modern firearm in restricted 
areas allow only single shot shotguns or bow hunters.
Regular Archery equipment should be seriously considered as an option for item D. rather than Crossbow or at least along with it. There are many urban 
bowhunting programs throughout the U.S.. In the Eastern united states where whitetail deer have confilicted with urban settings, archery has been a great 
success at thinning the herd without firearms concerns and noise conflicts.
Remember safety is best, youâ€™re the experts, keep us safe!  Have law enforcement agencies help in guidelines.
Restric these areas to individual who can display that they are qualified to use a firearm in a populated area.
Restrict new housing to areas adjoining other housing and not allow development in rural areas when large game animals are known to live; such as 
Cheney Ranch area of Clemen's Look Out.
Restrict rural areas near homes and on state and county property to shot gun only. This has been the policy on the east coast for some time.
Safety is the most important aspect, but in some cases the local jurisdictions may and I don't have information to support this statement but I do know of a 
couple cases where they saw this as a way to help the animials since the department wasn't helping, but again safety was their main concern.
Same as E.
Set up archery (and crossbow) only deprivation hunts for urban areas to control herd size.
short range weapon season only. archery--muzzle loaders.
short range.
shotgun hunting would be a good idea instead of riffles also classes for ethical urban hunting and depredation hunts for predators using hounds in urban 
areas for cougar, bear, and such.
shotgun only for modern. muzzleloader or archery only.
Shotgun or Muzzleloader only areas can be put in place along with no shooting areas. You would need to increase the amount of animals taken in areas 
around these restricted zones, to reduce the numbers of animals in the urban/suburban areas.
shotgun with slugs and/or 00 buckshot
Shotguns and handguns combined with 300 foot restriction.  Do not, I repeat, do not give this away to an elite group of hunters that have the time, 
dedication and money to become master hunters.  Our wildlife belongs to us all and not to people "deemed" worthy.  Enforce laws and promote property 
respect.  Next you will sell the rights to property owners, oh, guess that is already done.  Nordstrom - Teanaway!
Shotguns only area in urban/suburban areas, no shooting within 300' of structures!
SIMPLY NOT SURE ON THIS ONE
Since GMU's don't follow County lines it would be very difficult for us hunters to know the county restriction boundaries in relation to GMU's.   Archery is so 
much safer. Is this a possibility to expand?
somones house will get shot if you allow firearms
Sounds like gun control to me.
Special archery practises for these areas highly advertized. AH, 65+,phy. chalenged
Stand up to the hippies. Tell them that if they want to see continued improvements in the bald eagle, grey wolf, and other threatened wildlife, that they 
should appreciate those who are paying for their recovery.
State and federal land should be open for hunting.  (if you live next to an airport expect to see and hear an airplane)  in an urban/suburban aera maybe 
restict it to shotgun only.
Stop trying to eliminate hunting opportunities at the expence of one hunter group.  You divided us.
Stop urban sprawl!  Limit/eliminate the number of building permits given in established hunting areas!
Switch these areas to archery
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The answer for this is different depending on whether your trying to address shotgunning for dear on San Juan Island or Pheasant Hunting in the Kititas 
Valley. I think you sort of have to deal with the potential issues on a case by case basis. I like the idea of model ordinances that mesh well with the WDFW 
firearms restrictions. This at least can avoid having local governments ban all shooting in cases where a firearm type restriction would have met their 
needs.
THE BIGGEST OBSTACLE TO REGULATING WILDLIFE IN FIREARM RESTRICTION AREAS IS ACCESS.  IF CERTAIN ACCESS CAN BE GRANTED 
TO MASTER HUNTERS, WHY CAN'T IT BE GIVEN TO MUZZLELOADER AND ARCHERY HUNTERS.  THE WILDLIFE HAS TO BE MANAGED AND IT 
IS UP TO THE WDFW TO MANAGE IT.  IF THERE ARE PROBLEM AREAS THE LANDOWNERS SHOULD BE FORCED TO ALLOW MANAGEMENT 
OR FACE PENALTIES OR LAWSUITS FROM PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN INJURED OR FROM ANIMALS THAT HAVE OVERPOPULATED PRIVATE 
PROPERTY.
The growth in human population should not be used as an excuse to expand hunting and killing of our state's wildlife.  WDFW needs to take a leading role 
in working with other government agencies to promote co-existing with wildlife.  This includes making recommendations that result in housing 
developments that are environment and wildlife friendly.  Killing is not the answer to every perceived wildlife problem.  I expect our government to provide 
humane and innovative solutions.  Expanding hunting of any kind in urban or suburban areas presents an extreme danger to people, their companion 
animals, and property.  Please begin to think, plan, lead, and act without a firearm!
The local autorities a much better equiped to establish ANY weapon restrictions in a given area. The WDFW should stay out of it and set the seasons etc. 
You can't shoot an animal just because the season is open in a given unit if there is a local ordinance against discharging your weapon! I haven't heard of a 
problem of hunters discharging their weapons at deer in down town Seattle lately just because the season is open.
The problem with total restriction of hunting in suburban areas is that the population of predators increases right along with the deer.  This also is a safety 
issue.
The second amendment. We all have the right to bear arm and for it to not be infrenged apon. Tell the counties to stick it.
The use of archery equipment in urban settings has proved to be an excel;ent option. We need to promote it here in Washington!!!!!!!!!!!!!!1
The use of compond bows would be better than crossbows.
The vast majority of hunters are responsible citizens.  They provide the absolute best way to manage urban populations.
there has to be a season even if it is with a bow or crossbow in alot of areas, there are just too many deer that are gathering there and not only is it unsafe 
to drive but the diseases are going to take their toll on the other animals.
There is a lot of common sense that needs to be used on this subject. If the human population is to high then archery only may be the only option. If no 
hunting is allowed in suburb locations the deer population will get out of hand. Allowing deer population to get out of hand allows for smaller deer, diseases, 
wildlife conflicts, and danger to the human population.
There is no real way to address the concerns of hunting in urban areas.  The only real way to alleviate the conflict between wildlife and people is to set 
aside habitat in suburban and urban areas and permit hunting in those reserves to reduce the population as needed.
There should be no restrictions on hunting or shooting in any area if the city or county does not have an urban wildlife management plan.
theyjust use bows, and they can hunt on private property.

This amounts to making safe havens for cogers and bears in urben/suburban areas as well as adding to more road kills of deer and elk. Let the cogers and 
bears eat a few more anti hunters and it might change there minds. First thing the will do is cry for elimination by government hunters which removes the 
opertunities for hunters who support the game management in the first place. Also there should be "no" damage support for land owners who close there 
land to hunting. Archery is the most logical approach to hunting these areas because of the limited range of the arrow. Another idea which the East coast 
has used for years is to require rifel/muzzleloader hunting from elevated stands at least 15' from the ground to restrict path of the projectile.
This is a matter that will require a lot of work.  This form is to general to address this issue.  Safety is paramount and can not be substituted for anything 
else.  Extreme measures can reduce place unneeded restrictions and loss of opportunities that isn't necessary.
This is a prime example of how WA could benefit from an archery or muzzleloader tag purchased with a standard (modern firearm) license. How can you 
expect somebody who plans a hunting trip (firearm) for mule deer to manage a urban deer population? Answer, under current regulation, we can not.
This is a very controversial series.  In order to effectively manage big game, predating animals need to be terminated, or discouraged from their practices, 
regardless of where they are.  I think the Master Hunter Program provides some interesting alternatives.  I think a lot of special permits should be raffled or 
issued allowing a wide range of hunters to harvest animals, but under the close supervision of a Master Hunter.  Safety is a paramount concern.  European 
hunting laws and practices provide some interesting and innovative measures to control predation and balance conflicting interests.  Selective harvesting  
is an exceptionally inportant practice. Texas has a lot of experience with it because most of the land (97%) is owned by private interests.  Of course, in 
Texas, a lot of hunting is done on leases and game harvest is thus a valuable source of income to the landowner.

This is another situation that should be established with the understanding that Natrual disasters do happen, Fire, Floods, Heavy Winters, which leads to 
Deer/Elk in areas they wouldn't normally be. These Deer & Ek are then in a low survivial area, whether it be due to heavy winter or being killed on hiways & 
road ways. There must be a common sense ordinance when the fact is WE AS HUNTERS HAVE ALL BEEN THRU HUNTER SAFETY & KNOW WHERE 
& WHEN WE CAN DISCHARGE A FIREARM & WE KNOW THAT WHAT WE DO CAN HURT NOT ONLY OTHERS, BUT MAY TAKE AWAY OUR 
HUNTING RIGHTS AS WELL. I feel that the real problem with discharging a FIREARM in certain areas does not come from honest hunters, but from 
poachers or people whom may not even have a hunting license & should not have any kind of a firearm or weapon in their belonging in the first place.
This one is tougher! One individual might make himself totally aware of his surroundings and backdrops! Another may not! Whether it is a lack of common 
sense, or just ignorance, or a combination, I have never been sure! I Have taken problem animals, to fill a tag, when it has been requested! I am sure 
others have and can! What would really help would be some kind of clearing house between the Department, and those interestd hunters, like myself that 
could address those issues more directly! I've never felt that there was that much difference between a shotgun, and a Modern firearm in the right hands, 
except for the potential of a much cleaner kill! The key is for a landowner with a problem to be able to team up with a hunter to solve the problem! I am a 
subsistence hunterI I am not out for trophys! But I am never able to get a regional biologist to put me in touch with the landowners with the problem! I have 
had landowners tell me they have the same problem from the other side! I would like to see more of that kind of interaction, with the department taking 
This type area is a natural for the bow hunters (cross bows?).  Shot gun only areas, (loaded with buck shot)
Too many people live in rural area's. If they want more gun restrictions than move back to the city!
tough question. more archery would be best. any more firearm restrictions is just helping the anti`s. I have never used dogs to hunt with but i think we need 
to bring them back into hunting to hulp push the game back to the woods.
Try and open the season to archery and muzzeloader hunters longer in the areas where there is firearm restrictions.  Add extra day's for deer, elk, bear, 
and couger season's in just these areas.
Try using more archery only opertunitys.This seems to work well in other states
UNIT 684 THE HOLE UNIT NEEDS TO BE FIREARM RESTRICTION. A SHORT RANGE WEAPON UNIT
Urban / suburban settings is very subjective, and requires a more specific definition.
Use archery hunting oppurtunities, archery hunting has only dropped due to stronger restrictions.
Use archery, and Muzzleloaders in rifle unfreindly areas.
Use bowhunting to utilize these areas.  implement urban bowhunting programs of which there are many throughout the various states to address deer 
harvesting in these areas.  Why would you consider crossbows and not consider bowhunting.
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use crossbow in this area where safety is concern
Use Master Hunters in those settings where extraordinary skill and sensitivity are required. Use the NBEF's "Urban Bowhunting" program.
Use muzzleloaders and eliminate the use of modern weapons in areas
use of archery only
USE ONLY BOWS AND CROSSBOWS IN THESE AREAS TO RESTRICT THE POSSIBILITY OF STRAY PROJECTILES  AND LONG SHOTS.
Use primative, ineffective weapons in these areas.
use the master hunter permit system in areas where special ethics are very important
Use the master hunter program to manage areas where restriction limit hunting. Develop exemptions in the no shooting ordinances to allow for animal 
harvesting that meets the WDFW's goals.
Use the opportunity to work with landowners that are in restricted areas to issue "special permits" for hunting to control tresspass and give the choice of the 
weapon to the landowner. This could be accomplished with registration by landowners with WDFW. Review of the application could be completed by 
Master Hunters or Master Hunter applicants.
Utilize archery for control in these areas
Utilize archery hunters in these situations.
Waterfowl can be managed in urban settings with the use of high powered air guns and special reg's.  Big game can be managed thru a co-op between 
city, county and WDFW to ensure public safety and property protection with special seasons, regs and even a draw type tag that would indicate the hunter 
and his specific area/gmu.
we already have too many restrictions on where we can hunt. if people don't want hunting on their property, then they put up no hunting sings, and 
permission must be obtained before hunting on that property.
We have an elk problem in the Snoqualmie-North Bend area.  WDFW is responsible for these elk.  You should start a special hunt, either archery, 
muzzleloader or advanced hunter to manage these elk.  The situation is uncontrolled with more than 100 new elk being added each year and no predators 
or controls.  Given the concerns voiced by many residents and farmers, I am sure that a special hunt can be arranged.  The cities have imposed hunting 
restrictions where no such restrictions existed before, and where there never was a problem with modern firearms hunters.  There should not be a problem 
with hunting in the future either.  Meanwhile the herd gets larger, and the problems worse each year.
WE NEED MORE SHORT RANGE WEAPON UNITS FOR SAFETY
we should have a cross bow season any way this could take some of the pressure off of the other weapons areas
We should push for overriding state legislation so that local ordnances cannot prohibit gun use. The WDFW is the only governmental organization with the 
expertise to manage wildlife. They should be allowed to do so, with specific safety guidelines governing the discharge of firearms in municipal areas. 
Municipalities will continue to eliminate hunting given the opportunity simply because it makes the development land grab much easier. Also we have a 
definite anti weapon sentiment here on the west side of the mountains so current policy is probably not the cause of the local restrictions. It is simply an 
excuse to support the pre-determined agenda.
WFWC need to be pro active on this issue. There are too many groups trying to stop and restrice our hunting rights. This is a very important issue and I 
have seen special interst work to stop hunting.
What is the WDFW fascination with crossbows?  Why introduce crossbows when just allowing archery hunting would provide the same results?
what the department needs to do is work with coonties thte archery and muzzle loaders will help in thoes places let the mordern fire arm user have a 
chance in the fire arm restriction aera  some of these are on private land
when a landowner calls the game department with wildlife "issues" the game department should call local hunters who haven't filled their tags(by wild i d # 
or harvest report) and use the proper weapon.this is a win/win deal for everyone.
When the Indians slaughtered the elk herd several years ago, they were shooting, wounding and leaving wounded elk in the High Valley area.  They were 
shooting next to houses and people.  The Indians should be made to come into the 21st century and buy a license and obey game laws the same as the 
white man.  The treaty of 1855 is so vague that right now they claim they can do anything.
Who came up with 300 feet? Modern rifle bullets cono go over 1 mile???
Why not allow special archery hunts in those ares that have firearm restriction?
With no clear cut criteria this is an open door for the anti hunting folks to walk through.   the legitimate hunter has enough problems.  Weed out the bad 
ones and let our sport continue for a few more years anyway.
Work to expand archery opportunities for either traditioonal or compound bows. Clearly define that bows are or are not firearms and lobby the legislature to 
define them as such so clear intent can be established in no shooting areas,
Work to open the area to archery hunting and increase the hunting season in those areas with game overpopulation.
Work with communities to establish additional harvest by use of archery equipment to limit population.
Work with counties to differentiate hunts from target shooting and other firearm nuisances.  This question is terribly written and arranged, by the way--these 
choices are not conducive to ranking.
Work with counties to make then give notice and get commison permission before restricting hunting.  No shooting (in general) would be up to them.  Not 
the right to restrict weapons use for hunting.  300 foot rule may restrictowners of their own property from huntign so only do that if it is not owned or they do 
not have permission from the owner to shoot near buildings.  Owners who hunt are smart enought not to shoot thier own buildings.
Work with the counties to better enhance opportunities for Shotgun slug and archery in those area's where the distance of a modern firearms is in 
question!!
Work with the counties to educate them on the saftey and effectivness of hunting to control conflict wildlife. Possibly using the Master hunter participants to 
have special hunts in these areas that would not effect their tags ( tag less hunts)
Work with the state legislature to create legislation that would allow WDFW to preempt county no shooting ordinances as long as no shooting occurred 
within 300 feet of occupied structures during a legal hunting season.  Additionally, state legislation that cannot be preemted by counties should be adopted 
to allow WDFW to set up archery hunts in urban/suburban areas.
work with Washington state legislature on urban sprawl laws.

You keep cutting back on the harvest numbers available, in a lot of areas. It seems that we keep getting less opportunity to harvest and less time to harvest 
a deer or elk anymore with the shortened seasons. And struggle with the opportunities to hunt on private lands. This will soon be a sport for the elite only.
You mentioned crossbows in a firearm restricted area. How about archery hunting???
your survey has a problem - erasing prior answers in this question.
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Issue 7:The state s human population continues to grow and more land is being converted to homes and other human uses.  One result of increased 
human density on the landscape is an increasing frequency of contact and conflict with wildlife.  Often, the most effective and efficient way to 
address conflict associated with game species is to manage them through hunting.  However, hunting in urbanizing settings is often 
controversial because of public concerns for safety, noise, trespass, and a general fear of firearms.  The greatest issues to date involve deer, 
elk, cougar, black bear, and waterfowl.
The Fish and Wildlife Commission has established firearm restriction areas to address safety issues and to try and avoid situations where 
county authorities may be considering a no shooting ordinance.  There are also many situations in urban/suburban settings across the state 
where counties have established a variety of no shooting ordinances.  Some counties prohibit the discharge of all firearms, some include a 
prohibition on the use of archery equipment, and a few only restrict the discharge of center fire rifles.
The challenges for managing suburban populations of elk are greater than for other smaller game species.      Rank the following options, with 
"1" being your most preferred and "6" being your least preferred.
"Pistol Hunts" are an option along with blk. powder. bow.
1.)  Absolutely no use of contract professional  hunters.  Why waste taxpayer dollars?  With our State s master hunter program, sufficiently skilled hunters 
are available, who would be happy to have the additional hunting opportunities.    2.)  Increased utilization of "quiet" tools:   Archery, even crossbows.  Also, 
utilize a lengthy (special permit) season designed to ensure the desired harvest quota is fulfilled.    3.)  I don't know enough about these "suburban" elk 
populations to know whether their elimination is a desirable goal.  It is obvious, however, that as suburbia expands into traditional winter range areas, major 
elk herds can quickly become "suburban".    4.)  Part of the answer may be tougher zoning ordinances -- perhaps mandated by State law -- to restrict willy 
nilly residential development of "ranchettes" in otherwise prime habitat.  (The north end of the Yakima Canyon is an excellent example of a place where this 
is needed.)
4 for question E
A combination of "B" combined with moving these animals to areas where there are limited or damaged populations could be more effective.
A LOT OF THESE ELK ARE ON PRIVATE PROPERTY AND PROVIDE A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR THE LANDOWNERS OR YOUTH TO GET 
THEIR ELK. GIVE OUT MORE LANDOWNER/DAMAGE CONTROL TAGS AND SET UP SOMETHING FOR YOUTH HUNTERS TO GET A CHANCE AT 
HELPING TO CONTROL THESE POPULATIONS. NEVER TAKE ACTION TO ELIMINATE ELK FROM WHAT IS/WAS THEIR HABITAT
Add more archery special permit areas for elk in the urban areas.
Add more special permits to the general hunter.
Adopt a statewide ordinance which states elk and deer are valuable assets to the state and only dangerous situations will be addressed by the department. 
Damage occured from the state's valuable assets are a risk and blessing landowners and sububanites will accept by living with these animals. They may 
move if they wish.  If we were talking about a salmon, what would we do?
Again use archery season.
Again use archery to accomplish this.
Again use of archery equipment where it can be viable.
again whats wrong with archery in these areas. I've seen large groups come in and buy up land ie trendwest. then they seem to own a elk herd that the 
hunters have paid to support and substain this really pisses me off open land with no acess to responsible hunters.
Again, archery is the ticket to success here.
Again, no mention of archery hunts in urban settings. Why??
all other ideas are obsurd!!  Eliminate, limit hunters, no hunters just bounty hunters, then boom light bulb sustainability!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
ALL THIS DOSE NOT MATTER WHEN YOU CAN NOT GET ON THE PRIVATE LAND TO HELP THE PROBLEM

Allow all tag holders to hunt with archery equipment for extended seasons in these areas designed to eliminate elk from these areas. It is lunacy to utilize 
professional hunters to eliminate a game animal that can generate revenue via the hunter to accomplish the same end. Who would recommend paying for 
a service that could generate revenue? There are already enough hunters leaving the state to seek elk hunting opportunities. These are the kinds of ideas 
that confirm their choice to refrain from wasting their hunting dollars in Washington. "Master Hunters" already have enough extra opportunities.
Allow archery a longer season in these areas for either sex
allow archery hunters by special drawing to hunt those areas
Allow archery hunters extended seasons and extra tags for suburban areas
Allow archery hunters, with written permission from landowners (work to increase possibilities) a longer time to hunt the elk in these areas.
Allow archery only seasons, possibly with primitive weapons only ( recurve/longbow).  with both these last  2 options, the harvest  of animals would be 
small, but the close proxmity pressure would move elk and deer from an urban area safely.
allow archery,crossbows,muzzleloaders
Allow archey only permits for a second elk tag in these areas
allow bow hunting in all wepontry zones regaurdless of tag,,,i.e ,,like you do now,,if you have a modern tag you can down grade to a bow,,,make that 
possible for all tags..let you down grade to a bow when in these types of areas.
Allow bowhunting for either sex in a long enough time frame to be effective, maybe the Sept. 1-Jan.31 season.
Allow cross bow for archery hunters
Allow Disabled Hunter more chances for hunting in these areas.
Allow extended archery hunts in these areas
Allow for bow hunts, and it will take care of itself. Lower price on the tag for out of state hunters, and you can boost the economy as well.
Allow for harvest as needed by those that apply.
Allow for more conservation land outside of the suburban populations and manage it in a way that will keep the elk in that area so they will not need to 
migrate toward suburban populations.
Allow hunters to harvest more than one elk.
allow landowners to hunt on their own property if there is a management issue, I live in the 418 unit and the elk are on my property weekly.  there is no 
hunting opportunity for me near home without drawing the "nooksack permit"
Allow long archery, shotgun and muzzleloader either sex seasons that would drastically reduce the populations in those areas but not eliminate the elk.
Allow more Archers and Muzzleloaders and longer seasons to help with this problem.
allow muzzleloaders which bullets do not travel as far with scopes
allow property owners to harvest their own damage animals, and handle their own populations.  turn the animals into an asset for the property owner 
instead of a detriment.  possibly allow them to sell more damage permits.
allow suburban cross bow hunting
Allow the land owner to take some of these animals that are causing problems, even if the landowner themselves don't want the meat, they can find 
someone who will or they can let the WDFW thin them out.
Allow urban archery hunts like they do in many eastern U.S. cities.
Allowing existing NWCO permit holders to deal with Elk Nuisance problems.
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Almost everyone likes seeing elk (and other wildlife) in suburban area, and we learn to garden and landscape taking into consideration possible dear and 
elk predation.  Use option B to meet the goals of option E.
another good opportunity for archers and the possible use of the crossbow. also need to work with the landowners to get access so animals can be taken 
without trespass problems
any elk tags are good and will help control the population and put the animals to good use.  The problem is when landowner 1 gives permission to hunt and 
landowners 2,3,4,5 don't the issue never gets resolved.  I respect land owner rights but if your not willing to help the problem don't complain
Any time we can create more opportunity with out conflict with residents, it is a win-win for everyone.  Many states have done this successfully.
Archery ( including Crossbows) can be used in firearms restricted areas for effective game control. See item B above with Special Permits. Also could 
provide more data for diseases tests.
ARCHERY AND MUZZLELOADER HUNTERS CAN BE JUST AS EFFECTIVE AT THINNING OUT GAME IN SUBURBAN AREAS IF GIVEN THE SAME 
AMOUNT OF TIME THAT MASTER HUNTERS ARE ALLOWED.
Archery hunting is ideal for such situations. Require Bowhunter Education for special "long season" permits in "sensitive" areas. Use of Master Hunters is 
another good option.
Archery only areas
archery only hunts with extended seasons
Archery only.....long season, any animal report all kills.....hunt to meet specific goals
As you stated, as more land is developed, big game populations will decrease. So what if they cause problems. It's better than not having them at all. That's 
what we pay you for....handle it.
b.  use special permit hunt  do not use master hunters

Back east a county spent hundreds of thousands of dollars to eliminate the dear.  Licensed hunters could have done that and the State,(county) would have 
seen a profit instead of a loss.  Give all licensed hunters a chance either by permit drawings or allowing all who wish to give it a try in the area affected.
Bow and crossbow seasons by special permit.
capture and release elk to more areas in washington
Case-by-case, with emphasis on desires of residents within those areas.
combination of B, D, and E.  All game belongs to everyone, seeing elk close to suburban areas are good for all user groups
Consider handicap drawings here.
Consider setting areas that are marked as no damage responsiblity for the state.  Areas that are becoming popular building sites that are impacting elk 
herds should be marked so that when development in these areas takes place the department is not responsible for damages, and work with landowners to 
allow some form of hunting in these areas.
Consider the NBEF's "Urban Archery" program.
continue with short range weapons hunts on a special draw basis
create a crossbow season for this are
Create habitat away from suburban areas to sustain,  LOG mature stands of timber, like it used to be done.

Develop a plan to better notify hunters of areas that are open to hunt.  Most of the areas that are in question, the land owners will not allow a hunter on the 
land to take care of the elk.  This make elimination impossible.  Simply opening up a longer season provides nothing for the hunters to help the problem.
Develop and implement public education campaigns focused on reducing elk/human conflicts in suburban settings.  Emphasize personal responsibility in 
reducing conflicts on private property.
Develop archery controlled hunts where the archers have to establish their proficiency to be able to participate in the hunts.
Develop habitat in other locations to draw elk away from the urban areas
Develop long either sex hunting seasons designed to CONTROL elk in these areas.
Develop long either-sex hunting seasons in suburban areas designed to eliminate elk from these areas.  State and federal land should be open for hunting.  
in an urban/suburban aera maybe restict it to shotgun only.  using a shotgun slug for large game.
Develope long crossbow seasons in these areas...
Do not create opportunities for profit through hunting these animals.
Do not reduce the areas and chances for hunting to the general hunting population.
Do not use C and D is not effective.
Do not use master hunters.   Use special permits for every one to have a chance to harvest these elk.
Do you ever notice the only farmers that complain are the ones that didnt draw a permit give them a landowner tag and the complaining will minimalize trust 
me my dad is one of those farmers if they are gonna feed em they should be able to eat one
Don't change. What is wrong with elk in suburban settings? If them city slicks don't like it then maybe us hunters are hunting the wrong species. The elk 
were here long before we were. "Tell them to get over it."
dont do anything unless the private land owners allow people to hunt there land
Don't give hunting opportunities to contractors. What a waste.
don't let developer's build or enforce home buyers to expect wild animals in their yard.
don't let people move in on the elk
dont pay the land owernes any state or gov. funds intill they let the public hunt on there land.
don't think that we should do anything when the elk were there first and we are only growing better food around our houses and can't understand why the 
elk like to come into and new food store.  Maybe we should be teaching these home owns what plants to grow that the animals don't want to eat
Don't use professional hunters, master hunters. That's beyond unnecessary. Plenty of archers or muzzleloader hunters would be willing to take a suburban 
bull that is a nuisance. Call me up any time. Problem is... you don't offer the opportunity.
Elimination may not be the answer.  Relocation or controlled hunts of some kind maybe.  Remember, if someone chooses to live in an area where Elk live, 
then they should be expected to accept it.  If the elk are moving into an area for safety or food reasons, then maybe relocation and/or controlled hunting is 
the best answer.  Elimination does not appear to be reasonable.  Allow local hunters the opportunity, not contractors.  We pay for the priveledge to hunt, 
why pay somone to do it for the state when you can allow hunters to pay the state to do it.
Encourage archery permits based on areas of high complaint for control
encourage more bowhunting or crossbow hunting to help reduce the conflict in those areas.
Establish a hotline for complaintiants and hunters to intaract and arrange a course of action to resolve the situation. Hunters complain because of less 
oppertunites and land owners complain about property damage, develope a program that facilites cooperation.
Establish Archery hunts to control these populations.
Establish second antlerless permits to those via lottery.  Preferred to offer first to archery hunters given urban setting.
Even considering using professional hunters for elk is a slap in the face to Washington hunters. The limited season and ares in western Washington keep 
most of us frustrated enough without seeing WDFW hire "professionals" to do what we would gladly do, if given the opportunity.   Using Master Hunters 
also denies the average hunter of the same opportunity.
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Exclusion techniques and management would be the best option as most people enjoy seeing these animals, Professional hunters (contractors) would be a 
blight on the elk population and give the wrong view of hunters to the none hunting public.
exclusivly handicap hunters and notify them of the area and dates
Expand and promote archery opportunities in urban settings.
Explain to them who was there first.  If they don't like it, move to downtown Seattle and have a nice life with the chipmunks/rats.
figure how much it would cost per hunter,say 20.00 or 100.00 to help pay for crop damage.keep permits to a minimum.
find more funding to establish more land/habitat
for deer and elk in suburban areas, establish an "urban deer season"--archery only--either females only or either sex. Have landowners sign up for deer 
damage permits and have a list (broader than Master Hunters) of "certified" bowhunters who can hunt on this designated  deer damage areas. Works great 
in Virginia! Bowhunters pass and ethics and accuracy test.
For option B, I prefer special permits over master hunters - more hunting opportunities for more people.  If it came down to it, I would prefer more youth 
opportunities over master hunters.  If we are to sustain hunting as an activity, I think we need to get a lot more involvement by new, younger hunters trained 
in safe and ethical hunting.
Forget the master hunter farce and utilize special permit hunts with firearms restrictions.
GET RID OF MASTER HUNTER PROGRAM.IT ONLY BENEFITS THE RICH WHO DONT NEED TO WORK.NOT THE AVERAGE HUNTER
get rid of masterhunter program.its to corrupt.rely on special permits.maybe with background checks.
Give more cow tags to land owners.
give out more Landowner Tags, to control damage when they are present.
give out more permits. more chances, especially for the olympic hunts in gmu 621.
Give the average hunter a chance.  Special permits etc dont determine comon sense or ability.
Give these areas to Muzzle Loader and Archery Hunters in exchange for other areas that would allow more harvest oportunity for Modern Firearm Hunters 
or (give Youth, Seniors and Disabled the oportunity "most Prefered Option"). While manageing these small sub-populations on the fringe of suburban areas 
for sustainability.
give these hunts to youth or disable hunters .
Go after builders to create more wildlife buffer zones in the buidling permit process with the counties/cities.
Golden opportunity to manage these areas (and you will have to manage them) for quality hunts that might restrict the modern rifle. If you do not manage 
the wildlife and anti hunting people will create a ton of conflict and grief for all.
Got any  other ideas?
Guide the disabled hunters into these areas to control the elk.
Habitat loss is the big issued for elk moving into urban areas. The WDFW should work with teh Forest Service, DNR and large land owners to improve 
habitat in the forest and open space areas.
Have a special permit draw.
Herd Elk away from areas.
Here, Archery or Archery type hunting is probably the only feasable option.  But again, every effort to keep hunting open in urban areas should be made.
How about just having special permits open to all hunters by random drawing. Also do away with the master hunter program.  This elitist program does not 
belong in our free society.
How do I become a professional contract hunter?
How in the hell can you or any one support a contract hunter issue ? Stupid. A-6, B-6, C-6, D-1, E-stupid and of course F- it all.
Hunters are the best management option. Work with land owners in these areas to allow hunters to hunt on their property to control deer and elk 
populations.
I am not in favor of the Master Hunter getting presidence over the normal hunter.
I am strongly opposed to using the so-called Master Hunters to regulate game populations.
I believe all hunters should have the opportunity to harvest these animals, not just master hunters especially not contract hunters.  What a waste of a 
resource.  Paying to kill animals when it could provide more money to the community's and the dept. and food to hunters family's and friends.
I believe that you should utilize Master hunters and maybe support a season that is open to Youth hunters accompanied by a Master hunter.
I believe these herds can be preserved with a little work involved by all parties.  The people who move there must realize that they are moving into the elks 
habitat and feel privileged to have a herd of elk living with them.
I cant believe that you even suggest the use of professional hunters on elk. They cant be managed as pest species in the same manner as beer and 
cougar. Please do your best tu use master hunters and permits first.
I do not agree with having to pay a contractor come in and remove the elk also using fences will only increase the amount of money that we as hunters 
have to pay for the right to hunt in this state.
I do not believe that proffessional hunter should be used when there are hunters that can perform the same task at no cost or with a fee to the state......
I don't want to see kill permits.  I am tired of seeing people plant alfapha and getting kill permits.  I know of individuals who sell the permits for profit.  That is 
wrong when you are able to sell elk.  I am a farmer and if an animal eats my crop I need to remember that I'm in their territory.
I feel either A or B would be the best approach.
I find the problem to be with the landowners in most cases when trying to hunt these groups of elk. most are not willing to give permission to hunt their land 
.
I have been hunting for several years in Washington State and not once have I harvested a Elk.  Allow a special permit to even the playing field.
I hunt mostly in the packwood area.There is such a large number of cows,but no hunting chances to thin them out even with archery.Open some of these 
units to archery for a couple years that will help.
I know its costly but why not transplat these elk to ares where they can flurish. There are plenty of areas that could use a more elk. Get organizations like 
the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation to help with these transplants. And volunteers to cut down the cost.
I like answer "B" the best if you reduce the focus on "Master Hunters" section and increase the focus on the "special permit controlled hunts" portion.
I like option A and E.  By restricting they method of hunting (i.e. archery, muzzle loader) you can help eliminate the potential for accidents and public 
paranoia.  Also these populations should be managed and not eliminated.  They were there first.
I personally do not agree with the Master Hunter consept.
I realize you cannot have everyone running around North Bend trying to kill an elk.  You can provide drawings with serious enforcement in these areas.  
Why not have a drawing and and a police record check?  I don't need to pass a strenous test of knowledge to prove I am a sportsman.
I think longer either sex hunting seasons would be good but not to the elimination of the elk in that area. I also believe that in these areas where late archery 
and firearm overlap you should be able to use archery or firearm. If you want the elk controlled give us more options to control them.
I voted 1 on master hunter becouse i don't feel they are truly master hunters by what i have seen the past few years tresspassing on land, group hunting 
and alot of other issues. I truly feel you should get of master hunters and put all in a permit rifle/muzzleloaders/archery together, damage controll hunts
I would not want to "eliminate elk" from any area. They have a right to be there.
I would prefer the contractor approach but not the elimination of elk.  Culling the elk back to a managable population would be a better approach.
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I would recommend providing special archery seasons in these areas.  Archery is minimally disruptive in the suburban areas and is much safer than firearm 
seasons in these areas.
if people want to fence out elk let them dont kill them off, and dont let propfessinals and master hunters do it I wish I could have choosen 6 on all questions   
trap and relocate to another area if you have problem herds
If the land owners really dont want the heards on their land they would allow access.  It does not have to be only master hunters.  Many respectable people 
ask permission and get turned down.  Also expand more youth permits in these areas.  They get better access are safer hunters and would have mentors 
with them.
If the urben/suburban areas don't want firearm restriction or Archery in there area (trap the elk  to reduse the herd and relocate to a area that needs more 
elk)
If you utilized professional hunters to eliminate the elk, that would be no different from what the native americans did down by Mt. St. Helens several years 
ago.  If I remember correctly the WDFW was very upset with the native americans over this issue.  I believe this is a very poor and hypocritical solution to 
the problem, and I am disappointed that this is even a consideration.
if# 1 is not the answer I hope it isn't the master hunters.
I'm saddened to see "professional hunters" as an option for anything.  Allow NPO's to harvest and donate the meat.
Improve habitat in elk FRINGE areas and encourage landowners to increase hunter opportunity through legal permission to hunt thier property.

In many cases elk population are moving into suburban and urban areas because of lose of habitat in rural forest areas. Habitat management on forest 
lands is critical to maintaining a health herd and keeping them away from urban areas. WDFW should work with the Forest Service more to provide habitat.
In my area we have more problems with the Master Hunters during Hunting season.
In reference to E, it won't work. (I live in Sequim. Elk don't mind moving into neighborhoods to avoid huntable land.)
INCREASE ARCHERY OPPORTUNITIES..
Increase landowner permits
Increase the archery opportunities for these areas.
introduce natural predators.  EDUCATION.  the elk were here first.  make developers give all prospective buyers a document saying."  elk are here, they will 
remain here, act accordingly."  etc.  stopping hunting is not the answer.  increasing hunting is.  longer seasons yeah.  crossbows, yeah.  people enjoy 
seeing elk with their cup of coffee, but when they get in the petunias, they are dissapointed,.  so educate them that the stuff will get eaten,  enjoy the mega 
fanua, and then eat them,
It cracks me up when poeple move into my neighborhood and bitch about elk and elk hunters.  The elk were here before you and if you dont like them let 
hunters chase them off your place.  You cant have it both ways....
It is more complicated than this. Some of these areas have distinct different populations of elk that may apear to be in the same herd but frequent different 
areas of the suburban area.  You need to control, not eliminate the populations in a more precise manner. Wait for the recommendations from the 
Snoqualmie Valley Elk task force.
Jesus Christ don't even think of using "contract" hunters when you have an eager population of hunters willing ot pay to hunt. Sometimes I have no idea 
what you guys are thinking.
Just open everything to all year and the state won't have to worry anymore. It is sick that we are catering to the tree hugging minority. I'm sick of people 
hunting on my land without permission.
Keep suburban areas out of elk winter areas
Keep the developers from infringing on wildlife habitat and hunting areas. Stop the development of big housing projects in these areas. Give wildlife a 
chance to survive instead of taking away their accustomed habitat.
Killing is not the answer to every perceived wildlife problem.  I expect our government to provide humane and innovative solutions.  Expanding hunting of 
any kind in urban or suburban areas presents an extreme danger to people, their companion animals, and property.
Land owner pays for the fences....
Landowners who allow herds to live on their private land should be made to allow permits for archery hunting.  It is terrible to see all the animal in area on 
one persons private land.
Late season
leave it up to the property owners to allow hunting on their property, and let them manage who hunts where and how they hunt.
leave them alone
Leave them alone most situations there are only one or two complainers and everyone around them are fine but with your dept. The squeeky wheel gets the
grease. We have 150 acre apple cherrie and pear ranch near mountian home at the bottom of Blewett pass have fenced our property and watched the 
game dept give kill permits around us to our complaining neighbors.
Leave them alone they have it too hard already!
lenghten seasons. absolutley no contract hunting this is a bullshit senario we pay money to hunt and so we shall.
Lengthen the season for these areas.
Let archery hunters utilize their tags for either east side or west side hunts. Develope a long late season archery hunt in these areas for un-filled archery 
tags.
Let bow hunters go in to eliminate them one by one in a special hunt
Let hunters harvest these animals and just use common sense when it comes to the weapons allowed. You guys know about common sense right? The 
problem will be eliminated quickly I'd guess and some lucky folks will have meat in the freezer.
Let nature take its course. The animals will leave in time.
LET THE ARCHERS HANDLE IT
Let the bow hunters have this season.
let the handicapped and youth hunters manage these elk
Let the Indians hunt them with bows and arrows.
Let the poeple that would love to have big game in there frezee to eat harverst a elk in trouble areas. Not just to kill them and leave them to spoil there.
Let wildlife populations "manage" themselves naturally.
liberalize seasons on the fringe of suburban areas in an attempt to prevent them from migrating in.
Limit management to required area only...if people are moving into the county, then they must like the animals around them.
long either sex archery seasons in urban areas. FORGET special permits and master hunters ( 2 programs out of control)
Long general archery seasons in these areas.
Longer muzzleloader seasons to control
Longer seasons for non-centerfire weapons.  Push the idea of using shotguns.  Educate the people.  This is becoming a big problem in the outer areas of 
King county with herds getting bigger every year.
Lowell Whittum, Certified Master Hunter, Certified Hunter Ed Insructor, Professional Hunter.  206-356-0644 call anytime day or night for releif from pesky 
Elk.
MAKE A LIST OF UNSUCCESSFUL TAG HOLDERS TO COME & HARVEST PROBLEM ELK.
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Make people sign a waiver that if they are going to build, farm or ranch in wildlife habitat area then the department and the state are not liable for damage 
done.  Also allow controlled hunting by licesened tax paying citizens to harvest these animals without having to pay a land owner access fee or giving the 
kill permits to land owners to sell.  Basically they are selling the state's natural resources that all tax paying hunters should have access to.
Make the people that move into these areas realize where they are moving to and what they are going to have to deal with
make them bow or muzzleloader only areas.
Make these areas archery only and enlist the support of land owners to make their lands available to archers.  Most people like to see occasional elk in and 
around sub-urban areas as it is exciting.  These herds need to be managed for sustainability with population control in the form of archery hunting.
Make this a special hunt that does not require the loss of points if drawn.  Then "locals" the people that live close to the area and know the area and are 
available can harvest these animals
Make this open to families that actually use the meat for food, Not a trophy hunt, The Master hunter program is hard to make happen if you Live some 
where that does not have a lot of opertunity to volunteer for hours required.
Making archery tags available for purchase along with a general hunting license.
Management & tags should be determined according to Natural Disasters, Wildfires, Hard/Heavy Winters per Season, with the option to give other tags if 
needed before the Year end, in the heart of most heavy winters.
Master hunters
master hunters is the best option.
Master hunters is wronge  I have seen it abused   would like to disscuse
Master Hunters or contractors?  So instead of inviting dollars into the economy by hunters, we would pay someone to manage the population?  Let's fix our 
traffic issues first.
Maybe we should stop encroaching on their habitat, instead of wondering why there is a problem.
More availability for controlled (depravation) hunts to the general population.
more disabled hunts
more special hunt in these areas
most likly the deer an elk were there befor the pepole were
Move general elk season in those areas to include later dates.
Move the elk,   Force land owners who moved into the elks area. to pay for it!  It's called common sense!
Move the herd to more favorable location
muzzeloaders/archery
MY OPINION IS AHE [MASTER HUNTERS] IS UNFAR ADVANTAGE FOR THE AVERAGE HUNTER,A CLASS  SHOULD NOT GIVE SOMEONE 
SPECIAL RIGHTS, I HAVE HUNTED FOR 50 YEARS,I THINK I KNOW MORE  ABOUT WILDLIFE THAN SOMEONE TAKING A CLASS.ISN'T THIS 
JUST A MONEY INCOME FOR STATE
N/A
NA
no changes to current regs
No clue
No comment
No contactors---no pro hunters, fences are good--make season for taking critters with permits from these areas
No contract hunters I feel option B is a good choice. We have qualified Master Hunters. Also before a person is drawn for a special  permit they would have 
to pass a test to prove they know how to safely hunt in an suburban area.
no more special permit or master hunters for these populations. It is just a revenue stream for the game dept. Extend the season for the general hunter.
No opinion
No sure what your definition of "manage" is in option E. I would recommend that we consider viable hunting strategies with cross bows and archery in 
suburban areas where the elk populations are desirable in "suburban" areas. We are losing our wild lands and the elk need room to live. Managing these 
herds with common sense hunting strategies for approved techniques is our best strategy.
No to questions b and c. The hunter regs came out in May. The deadline for signing up for a master hunter program was Jan. to March. I'm sure I'm not the 
only one that would have liked to enroll in this course. Alot of the best hunting opportunities are already given to this group.  I would support this when 
course information is more readily available and not buried on page 95 of the guide. You send out info to BUY tags and permits. Why not for 
education??Which is more important, education or revenue? Remember, many of us work long hours. Even in the winter. Please help out the average 
hunter.
No way on professional hunters, use AHE before that.
no way on the contracted killers. That elk meat should be in peoples freezers not disposed of. Fences are unrealistic. I know about one suburban elk 
population very well and i think that currently things are ok, but could possibly be improved be cooperating with local farmers and land owners to manage 
the herd with private land hunting opportunities as well as hunting public land on the fringes. I dont think that the goal should be to eliminate the herd.
offer either sex tags until your quota is met eliminating the elk should not be a opption!
Offer more or most of the permits to youth and archery hunters.
offer permits to everyone and not just the Master Hunters. The department taking away hunts and giving it to the Master Hunters like 3911 stupid.
offer to let archery and muzzleloaders later seasons to concentrate on lowering problem elk
Offer urban archery hunts.
on longer season are you targetting a local herd or on the migration herdsif you are targeting a local herd have an early season
Once again, common sense. Shotgun hunts, more archery hunts etc. Their are safe ways for people to hunt these types of situations. If there are animals 
that are damaging farms or personal properties then their should be extended hunts and permit drawings to help control these areas.
Once again, use archery only hunts for these applications.
One one hand you have stated that not enough yearling bulls are surviving, on the other hand there are too many elk in suburban areas.  Not enought to kill 
or too many, which is it?  Human beings have not proven themselves to know what is best for any creature, human or animal.
Open "spot hunting" by a lottery, NOT SPECIAL PERMIT to address the issue as problems arise.  Deal with localized problems individually and not accross 
the board with hard-fast regulations.
Open for disable hunters too
open it up to more archery hunters, there is a steady increase of archery hunters and it is much safer if there are structures nearby
Open longer archery hunts i those ares. I do Not agree with the master hunter Program I Fell I am a safer and more cocientius hunter than the ten Master 
hunters I have met. they just brag how they can go anywhere.
open more of these areas to archery and muzzleloader seasons
Open special permits to landowners of said suburban heards to help closely manage change.
Open suburban areas to special permit to all hunters
Open the areas to archery only hunts because it is the safest form of hunting in highly populated areas.
Open them to archery hunters - tell towns  and counties to enforce the urban sprawl regulations.
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Open these area for a longer season and restrict to handy cap hunters only
Open these areas for youth hunting to help increase new hunters.
Open to Archery
Open up archery opportunities.
Open up for bowhunters, it would be safer. Special permit for bowhunters
Open up the areas to black powder hunters that have not filled tags yet.
Option "A" except to contron not eliminate the Elk population in these areas.
option "A" would allow cheating---the harvest from other areas
Option 2 in conjunction with special permits and limits on center fire rifle use.
Option A would be nice, but I would hate to see the "elimination" of elk from the area. Perhaps just open it up to a general hunt for a selected period.
Oregon uses Master Hunters for such problem areas.  It works well as I understand.  If WA adapts such a program please permit non-resident Master 
Hunters to apply!
People moving farther out should expect some discomfort from taking the elk and deer homes.  They were there first.  I live out side Walla Walla in the 
sage brush area.  If I don't want a deer  not to get something I protect it.
PEOPLE THAT MOVE INTO THESE AREAS SHOULD BE PREPARED AND WILLING TO LIVE AMONG WILDLIFE.
People want to live with the animals they should not complain. On my farm I winter about 500 deer I have alfalf hay I cover the hay and have food plots for 
the wild life and have no problems. I am NOT a big farmer so income is important to me but I really can get along with the wild life without  conflict.
Permit only with use of Shotgun only
Procure suburban wintering grounds from local landowners.  Do not establish feeding grounds.  However, adjacent county, state and/or Federal land plots 
could be logged to improve winter browse.
professional hunters, no way are you crazy!
PROFESSIONAL HUNTERS>>>>>> BS... master hunters? BS  just because I do not have a master hunters license does not mean I cant  hunt ethically. 
professional hunters, let the opportunity lie with the general hunter
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Provide more refuges on traditional wintering grounds
Public Special Permit/Landowner preference permits to maintain sustainability.
Put regulations on developers to relocate animals to areas with similar habitat or have land set aside   neighboring suburban areas for wildlife. Use archery 
only method to manage these populated areas safely.
Put the onus of exclosure structures on the suburban (especially newly developing) communities, without detracting from WDFW funding combined with 
antlerless AHE hunts to haze and work to equilibrate the herd numbers for the area with diminished available habitat.
Question is too general. Are teh elk wintering in suburban areas or just living there? If they are wintering, establish feeding areas or improved habitat at the 
fringes to retain populations out of the populated areas. If they've moved in because it nnicer there, then harvesting them is the a deterant.
Quit giving our game animals to Native Americans, for ANY REASON. Go with the Master Hunter idea, make some extra money.....
Quit making so many rules and just let people hunt.   Remove weapons from the game wardens belt to insure respect for the customer(hunter).
Quit moving to the areas where the elk live dummy.
quit paying farmers for elk damage and pressure them to allow hunters in
Raise the small herds as pets.
Really do we have a suburban elk population? Where? I live next to tiger mountain state park. This is an area with enough space to easily support an elk 
population but I've never seen any.
Refer to comment above relative to use of stands for elk as well as deer.
REGARDING ELIMINATING ELK FROM THESE AREAS  BAD IDEA.  IF THE STATE IS NOT MANAGING THE BEAR AND COUGAR POPULATIONS 
OR THE COYOTE POPULATIONS WHY WOULD THEY WORRY ABOUT ELK POPULATIONS?  A LITTLE SARCASM--SORRY.  BRING BACK 
BAITING AND OR HOUND HUNTING FOR BEAR/COUGAR.
Relocate elk from suburan areas to areas where more elk are needed.
Relocate these elk to a more desirable, less populated area and manage for sustainability.
Relocation of these animals if possible, and also address the return of the same, or additional animals to the targeted areas.
Require developers to do impact studies on the effect of projects on game and non-game species and require mitigation for loss of habitat. Cease providing 
land owner assitance to exclude deer and elk from areas that are historical habitat.
require deveopers to address the issue before developing and have them install game fences etc.
Require that hunters applying for a special hunt permit for elk in problem or suburban areas (and specifically in the Tri-Valley area which is all private 
property) either be property owners in the special hunt area themselves (and have preference therefore for the drawing) or submit signed proof of 
permission to hunt from a landowner or landowners in the specific area.  This would ensure that hunters will actually be able to use their permit, and not 
exclude those that own land or have permission but did not get drawn.
Restrict suburban building  when possible.
Return to the shotgun use only approach to suburban areas with boundries carefully designed to avoid occupied houses.
See "F"  above
see above comment
See comment above.
see precvious comment, I am strongly against the use of contract hunters (so called Professionals)
See SAME AS ABOVE for deer
SELL SPECIAL PERMITS TO LAND OWNERS IN THE AREA TO CONTROL THE POPULATION OF ELK. THESE PERMITS CAN BE RESOLD AT A 
SET PERCENTAGE PROFIT AS AN INTENSIVE TO OPEN PRIVET LANDS TO HUNTING.
sell special permits......State can use it as a source of income.....i'd pay big money to hunt a few orchards where i live.  Raffle them off at RMEF, DU, 
NWTF, Ect. Banquets.
several times in the last few years i have observed herds of elk in semi residential areas and have ask for permission to hunt with a muzzle loader. the 
response has been either a resounding no or something like "we love to watch them". An idea would be to secure agreement from the residence to allow 
harvest with the agreement that the entire animal would be removed.
Should you not leave this up to a permit draw only.
Similar to above
small sustainable elk populations  in suburban fringes greatly increase quality of life and esthetics for people who choose to live in rural areas.  Nothing is 
more exciting than looking out into a field and seeing elk.
special drawing for archery hunters
special permit hunt for people who haven't filled their tag
Special permits but not for Advanced/Master hunters, maybe senior citizens or handicap?
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Special permits would be best. master hunter programs just feed another way to make money at another level and justify new groups of hunting instructors 
that may or may not abide by all of the rules.
SUNCADIA IS A PRIME EXAMPLE OF AN AREA THAT WOULD LIKE TO ELIMINATE THE ELK, THIS IS BOTHERSOME.  i DO NOT WANT TO SEE 
THAT HERD CONTINUE TO BE SLAUGHTERED BECAUSE THOSE PEOPLE DON'T LIKE THEM ON 'THEIR' PROPERTY.  I HEAR STORIES BUT 
HAVE NO PROOF OF WHAT IS GOING ON THERE.   ANY POSSIBILITY THOSE ANIMALS CAN BE MOVED TO THE CLOCKUM?
The best way to eliminate elk in any one area is open to the hunters that are most limited...Archery and muzzleloader.....open up either sex to this group 
and the elk will be eliminated or reduced...
The development of an urban/suburban archery program would assist in the population control
The elk heards in suburban areas are out of control. Let the land owners control them. We do not need elk in town and on the interstate Hiways.
The elk were in my garden just 2 days ago.  I know what a problem they can be.  But I can take steps to exclude them.  I accept the current season 
regulations and use a muzzleloader to manage them if I have an opportunity.      You could provide landowner permits, by raffle, in areas where there are 
problems.
The Elk were there before the people move in.  Folks should understand that when they move into these areas the wild life may eat their poseys.  Why do 
people move into areas that support wild life populations then decide that the animals should not be there?
The elk were there first.  Tell complaining residents to move.
The idea of bringing in "professional hunters" is outragous.
The master hunter program I feel is a joke.
The master hunter program is a joke. Open a Primative archery only hunt for these areas.
The master hunter program should be eliminated - this is discrimination at it's worse,  creating a "arian race" of so called superior hunters.
The mere consideration of "professional hunters" would only serve to further alienate the WDFW from the sporting population at large.  In other words...it 
would really piss us off.
The people living here will just have to deal with it. Professional hunters no way, master hunters no way, let it be by a permit draw open to all who want to 
apply, give us all a chance to be drawn.
The ranchers/farmers who complain,  need to be part of the solution,  meaning they need to allow limited amounts of hunters to harvest cows every other 
year from their land.
the same as with deer.
The Snoqualmie elk herd is a good example.  During the September and October time frame many of the heard is in town and very visable.  This heard 
could be controlled by harvests in the surrounding   areas in other times of the year and by landowners in out-of sight areas.
The suburban elk need not to be hunted for that we have taken their land from them. They should be by permit only. They are a fantastic feature to drive by 
and watch. why try and eliminate them.
The use of an extended season coupled with special permits(short range weapons) would effectively thin herds while hunting pressure would possibly push 
some animals outside the area.
the use of short range weapons only... archery - muzzle loader.
The use of the Master Hunter group has proven to be disappointing at best. The Master hunters have been making the regular guys look bad. I'm for 
removing the entire Master Hunter program and using permits available to all hunters/tags for late hunt for the desired control of population. Because an 
individual has the time to spend completing the program to qualify for additional late hunts doesn't make them a master anything, he's just a guy with time. I 
may love to hunt and have done so for close to 40 years but my time is limited and a late hunt permit might work for guys like me.
The use of youth and diabled hunts along with game management
THESE ANIMALS ARE A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG HUNTERS AND PEOPLE WHO OWN LAND ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF TOWN. 
MANAGE A SUSTAINABLE POPULATION, ISSUE LAND OWNER DAMAGE CONTROL PERMITS, WHATEVER NEEDS TO HAPPEN. JUST DON'T 
ELIMINATE AN ENTIRE HERD DUE TO PEOPLE ENCROACHING ON THEIR HABITAT
These people moved there.  They should have thought about the elk before they moved in there
To utilize professional hunters is a terrible idea. Use permits instead and use the WDFW to gain hunting access with cooperative landowners.
Tranquilze and transfer
Transplant.
trap and relocate to other areas sutable for elk.
Trap them and move them. But don't give them to the Indians. Elk aren't native to Washington. They were brought in on trains.
Use A on the fringes of Suburban areas.
Use archery hunters as a tool in controlling urban elk populations.
Use archery hunters, minimal impact.
Use archery or muzzleloader seasons to manage these elk.
Use archery seasons for these areas.  But no crossbows.
use archery to control suburban herds
Use archery to control the elk.
use ''b'' and disabled hunters
Use extended general seasons for affected areas.  Just like you do for fishing.  Announce openings and closings just like fishing.
Use hunter safety instructors and master hunters to manage these herds, favoring the safety instructors to increase participation by instructors in hunter 
safety education.
Use hunters to control the population, maybe with fire arms restrictions, seems like it should be increased bow hunting opportunities. Don't waste our 
money with professional hunters, fences, master hunt program.
Use landowner permits issued by the state to landowners complaining about elk damage. Use this type of system that is already in place and let hunters 
harvest the elk.
Use portable fencing to do a Montana roundup and move the problem elk.
Use primative methods in suburban ares and eliminate modern hunts there
Use regular Hunters and special permit controlled hunts to harvest suburban elk.
Use relocation to reduce animals in these areas and develop new elk heards or strengthen weak or deminishing heards.
Use sound wildlife conservation and mangement. The wildlife belongs to the state.
use special permits and controlled hunts and master hunters as hunt masters but allow everyone to paticipate.
Use special permits with lottery application.  There seem to be too many "master hunter" options already available.
Use special permits,  Master hunters, only with a special normal permit.
use specialpermits also
use the cross bow season there are many people that need the meat and will be happy to help
USE THE LEAST DANGEROUS WEAPONS BY DRAW FOR THESE AREAS OF CONCERNS,,, THAT MEANS NO RIFLES
useing master hunters is a joke and a insult to the rest of us who pay all are dues and license fees and taxes and expect the same hunting chances as 
anyother group in washington state
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useing professional hunters is the most rediculace idea I have ever heard
Utilize archery hunters more effectively.
utilize archery hunting for suburban areas to limit populations within, but manage fringe areas for sustainability
Utilize fencing or other obstructive means to move Elk away from urban areas, use other active means to discourage elk from urban areas (e.g. dogs to 
chase herds).
Utilize special draws--local residents only
We also have to educate people who choose to live in the country about how to live with wildlife.
we want to encourage populations not reduce them. When someone buys a house or lives in an area where these populations occur they know where they 
are buying. I see it too often when someone moves into an area with a lot of wildlife and when they become a pest the homeowners what them removed! if 
they didn't want to be bothered then they shouldn't have moved there.
What is considered suburban areas? I am more concrened with 60 head grazing my spring barley than some housewifes flowers.
Why can't I answer evey question?
Why don't you work with the local jurisdictions and the land owners as each situation is probably different and one size doesn't fit all.
Why is it that the game department thinks the master hunters like elk in their freezers more than the rest of us?
Why not let regular hunters hunt more in these areas and extend the seasons.
WHY NOT USE FIRE ARM RESTRICTION. NO MODERN FIREARM. ARCHERY, MUZZLELOADER AND SHOTGUN AREAS ONLY. TAKE TTHE RISK 
OUT OF THE EQUATION.
Work with the local gov. and landowners in those area for speical hunts for diable Vets, Seniors etc to get those groups out in the woods but might be less 
of a challenge for the. DO NOT HIRE PROFESSIONAL HUNTERS THIS IS A WASTE OF MONEY!
You could reduce the numbers by offering a second tag for harvest in a late or early season permit hunt around these areas.
you moved into elk habitat now live with it, if there tearing fences put 2x4 or something visable in low light conditions across top of fence, worked for me.
Your damage control hunts that you once had I thought were a great way for all to take of the problem. The hunters got a chance to go do a special hunt if 
they still had a tag and it took care of your problem at the same time.
You're the experts!
YOUTH HUNTING
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Issue 7:The state s human population continues to grow and more land is being converted to homes and other human uses.  One result of increased 
human density on the landscape is an increasing frequency of contact and conflict with wildlife.  Often, the most effective and efficient way to 
address conflict associated with game species is to manage them through hunting.  However, hunting in urbanizing settings is often 
controversial because of public concerns for safety, noise, trespass, and a general fear of firearms.  The greatest issues to date involve deer, 
elk, cougar, black bear, and waterfowl.
The Fish and Wildlife Commission has established firearm restriction areas to address safety issues and to try and avoid situations where 
county authorities may be considering a no shooting ordinance.  There are also many situations in urban/suburban settings across the state 
where counties have established a variety of no shooting ordinances.  Some counties prohibit the discharge of all firearms, some include a 
prohibition on the use of archery equipment, and a few only restrict the discharge of center fire rifles.

Areas adjacent to wetlands and estuaries around the Puget Sound are experiencing significant housing development.  Waterfowl hunting in 
these traditional areas is becoming less and less accepted by surrounding homeowners.  The concerns are generally associated with safety, 
noise, early morning shooting, trespass, and littering.    Do you support any of the following options to address homeowner concerns?  
"Traditional Areas" are the key words here.  The only valid argument the nimby's have is safety and I estimate there are very few home owners that are 
actually in a unsafe location.  Of course, the primary issue of these nimby's is that they don't want to share the wetlands with hunters.
"Traditional" areas were being utilized before the richies purchased the land, so they should accept everything that goes along with the purchase.    We lose 
too many opportunities because people move in and complain.
A. Hunting is best at dawn. B. This will lead to major overcrowding during those days and to more conflicts. C. the hunting seasons are already restricted. 
D.To me, this is like the person that moves next to the airport and complains about the noise. Make it mandatory for developers, realtors, and home owners 
to disclose the hunting areas and conditions. Put some of the burden where it belongs. They know that they are selling homes and property next to hunting 
areas.
Address any safety concerns as necessary but landowners have no right to restrict the publics' use of public resources as allowed by state law.  "Buyer 
Beware", they have to accept the fact that they live next to an area of outdoor recreation that may be disruptive to their idea of tranquility.
address each problem as it comes... nothing's worse then have a general rule or law that doesn't have to be and take's away a hunting privilage
again see above comment
Again this is an environmental issue and we should be looking for state legislation that limits the development in these areas.
Again, if they don't want to be around it then they can move somewhere else.
AGAIN, PEOPLE WHO WANT THE BEAUTY OF LIVING IN THESE AREAS HAVE TO ACCEPT THAT HUNTING HELPS TO REGULATE THE NUMBER 
OF WILDLIFE IN THAT AREA. IF THEY HAVE A PROBLEM WITH THE HUNTING PRACTICES OF THE AREA, THEN THEY CAN RETURN TO WHERE 
THEY CAME FROM AND DEAL WITH THE PROBLEMS OF THAT AREA.
Again, put it in the permit that there's an adjacent hunting area; act accordingly
AGAIN, Stop urban sprawl!  Limit/eliminate the number of building permits given in established hunting areas!
again, tell the individuals to deal with it or leave!  They are building in habitat areas therefore they should have to deal with it!  This is the time that the state 
and the department should get some "balls" and stand up to individuals and tell them how it is going to be.  If you are going to build within habitat areas 
then expect the animals and the hunters are going to be there!
Again, the use of air rifles may have some merit here.
Again... Why should we give up our privialge so somone else can have one.   Simply state. If you choose to live near a wetland expect early morning 
shooting.  In fact potential home buys should have to sign a waver stating that they may not complain about hunting similar to the waver home owners must 
sign stating that they may not complain about smell and noise from low flying aircarft if the live near farm land.
Aggessively protect hunting on remaining public lands.  Carefully work to educate the public and realtors; don't like it? don't move there.
An example is the mill pond in Snoqualmie.  This property needs to be purchased by the department to preserve this unique hunting area.  This is part of 
the Weyerhaeuser mill property that is going to be annexed into the city of Snoqualmie in another year.
anybody who buys a house near a wetland should expect bird hunting in the fall/winter months.  This is like buying a home near an airport and complaining 
about the noise.
Archery only, allow other weapon holders to purchase a special archery permit
Areas to hunt are getting smaller each year, many groups are buying up land and are restricting hunting to only their club members, do NOT aggree with 
this approach.
As a waterfowl hunter I am irritated that areas that have good opportunity to hunt are being closed and in an urban setting are closed even though with 
limited access hunting is possible and would be quite effective at cutting problem flocks.  Examples being sections of the Sammamish river would be 
effective for float tube or canoe hunting (no motor propulsion for pursuit-as already exists in the regs) given no houses, etc.  Also, golf courses on the fringe 
of lakes provide ample shore line opportunity to access areas to hunt as well.  Lk Washington also has areas that could be considered for "open water" 
hunting such as near Sand Point and NOAA, St. Edwards Park, etc.  Provided there are proximity areas and given that most boat hunters/fisherman now 
use GPS, the dept. has the opportunity to open areas via GPS specific coordinates in tight areas.  Aka, must anchor at specific locations thus creating the 
necessary safety buffer zones and limiting the number of spots to hunt in that area.  Kind of like "established blind only" areas and have a reservation 
As far as trespassers and people who litter and destroy privite property, they should receive a HUGE fine and mandatory loss of hunting privledge for at 
least one year.
as for trespass, and littering enforce the laws that are on the books.  State and federal land should be open for hunting.  (if you live next to an airport expect 
to see and hear an airplane)
As is the case with shooting ranges, any type of legal hunting should have priority over houseing concerns when in the wetland areas. Hunting should be 
"grandfathered" in so far as possible since it was here before the houses.
As long as the hunters are not doing anything illegal, why should we try and restrict them.  people have been hunting inmost of these areas for longer than 
the houses have been there.
As long as the hunting grounds are far enough away that no one is in danger I don't think their should be any changes. If we keep changing every thing to 
make every one happy sooner then later we won't have any more land left to recreate on. If the land is accessable to hunting it should stay that way the 
home owners should just have to endur it.  You will never make ever one happy.
at the same time add more days to the season, especially goose

At what point is enough enough these overeducated upidies move into our small communities and forest areas to live in serenity with mother nature and the 
only knowledge they have is from a field trip they took in 2nd grade to the zoo.  So many people are ignorant to the hunting heritage and the great benefits it 
has to our state and economy not to mention the positive influence on young adults do not reduce opportunity and let them win they will keep taking
Ban it.
Ban such hunting completely.
Be proactive in the community in letting newcomers assimilate into area and accept old traditions as much as possible

Page 121



Issue 7C-Urban waterfowl hntg
Big problem for the duck hunter.  With $4 -$5 a gallon gas it becomes less of an option for everyone to go to eastern WA, thus fewer hunters and fewer 
tags.  This one must be solved.  Educate, Educate.  The ducks were there first, and the hunters (managers) came close behind.  Get the homeowners out 
on the fields and estuaries; show them what duck hunting really is; teach hunters to limit skybusting, and most importantly teach home owners about how 
short range a shotgun really is - thus their kids are not in any danger.
Buyer beware.
Control developement around these areas so that the public will always have areas to go and enjoy their shooting sport.
D. While this can be timeconsuming it is one of the best ways to get buy-in.
D...add this and you just cause more problems and issues because everyone has an opinion.
Damn it! Tell the too bad! Again, stop placating and bowing to these folks.  THEY moved into hunting areas and that is part of "life in the country"  It is the 
same thing as with farming.  Spokane County Building/Planning Dept. actually places warnings about "traditional activities" occurring in areas when issuing 
building permits.  I think that the state should adopt an educational outreach much like this.  Tell people that by moving into or living in such areas includes 
being subjected to "traditional activities" including hunting...
Delaying hours does not fix tresspassing and neither does changing access days or restricting the length of season. Sell the land if it's WDFW and is 
completely out of control.
Delaying the start of hunting hours only eliminates the possibilities of higher kill rates. Most waterfowl fly 5 minutes before legal time anyway. Resticting 
Sundays might be an alternative. Giving one day of peace to those wanting to sleep. In some states hunting crows occurs only on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. Maybe Thursday -Saturday would be a consideration
Delaying the start solves the problem how? Restricting the days solves the problem how? Restricting the season might solve problems but if it's hunting 
land on Fir Island as I suspect it is then you might as well just sell that land off and get another spot. There are plenty of fields that are left open when a 
group limits for the day as well. Nobody else is permitted to enter those fields the way it stands. Seems like a waste to me and if it was managed in such a 
way that this ocurred then there would be more hunting opportunities.
Develop access points and restrict the shooting areas to outside 100 yrds from shore
Develop hunter and resident eduction programs designed to avoid these concerns.
Discourage development in wetlands.
Do not build houses next to Wetlands/Estuaries.  If houses are allowed for some reason, make owners sign a right to hunt/recreate document administered 
by the county.  Hunting and recreation was there before the houses.
do not give any rights up
Do nothing we already have laws that require you to be 500 feet from homes and can not shoot towards them or across hwy's ect. so if anything explain to 
the home owners that shot does not travel that far and is safe!!!
do what is best for the birds.restrict development near long established habitat and hunting areas
doesnt matter what you do as long as there are hunters there will be people who will complain.as long as the hunting is being done in a safe manner ignore 
the complaners the hunter is the one who controls the populations and pays the bills!
Don't allow builders to build near wetland hunting areas.  People bought home knowing what they were getting into, so no right to complain.
don't allow housing in these areas, purchase these lands rather than allow development.  Pay land owners NOT to sell.  And in addition use a, and d.
Don't build a house where ducks live.
DON'T HUNT WATERFOWL
DON'T LET PEOPLE WHO MOVED IN TO A HUNTING AREA PUSH OUT THE HUNTERS! MAKE SURE HUNTERS ARE A SAFE DISTANCE AWAY 
AND IF THEY DON'T LIKE THE NOISE TOO BAD!
Dont let the general public comment on any hunting regulations.  You the game department are the ones who are going to suffer from this.  They will 
shutdown everything if they can.
Don't let these people move in too those places...
Don't restrict hunting times or areas. These people chose to live there, so their choice should reflect that they choose to accept the recreation that goes on 
it that area. Usually, it's just one pain-in-the-ass who inconveniences the majority. I have family who live on the water in Pudget Sound, and we personally 
like seeing the hunters.
Duck hunting was there before the houses where.  People move into and area that has long been hunted expect to change it.  That's not right.  Build on a 
flood plane and guess what, you will get flooded!
Due dilligence is essential when buying a property.  Early shooting is a given.  Trespass, littering are not and enforcement is essential.
due to global warming the yearly havest of ducks/geese is dropping and the seaons needs to be moved back by at least  4 weeks as the birds are not even 
showing up in october or november as they do not need t o leave the warmer and warmer northerns lands.
Educate perspective land purchasers of the use of wetlands for recreation before they purchase.
Educate the homeowners and let us keep our right to hunt.
educate the people who build homes in hunting areas.
Educate the public about hunting.
Educate the public about safety in firearms and continue to use hunting as a method of game population control.  Do not cower to public opinion, we have 
facts and data  - lets use it!!!!!
Eliminate homes on or near wetlands.
Enact more stringent laws regarding "setbacks" that limit or exclude development near wetlands!  We are loosing far too many wetlands and their 
associated habitat, plus fish and wildlife production capabilities.
Enforce current tresspass and littering laws.  This means more enforcement.  But common sense enforcement and community policing not just giving 
tickets like a robot.

Ensure that Washington hunters are not restricted from usual and accustomed hunting areas. All too often it is new residents to our state or the area that 
want to try and restrict hunting from these usual and accustomed hunting areas. I have followed the story here on Whidbey Island for quite a while and it 
seems that a small vocal minority has been trying to restrict hunting that has been going on forever. They just do not lke it and want to restrict everyone 
from hunting. Nothing will make them happy, not restricted hours, not restricted seasons, nothing except total elimination of hunting on the Island.
Explain to new housing developments they will be hearing loud noises in the fall and winter. Hunters pay alot of money out in taxes and supporting ducks 
unlimited to save our land for our future hunting/fishing generations. Our children need these lands to continue to be stewarts of our lands.
Fight for our heritage to hunt--we were here before the urbanization.
First come, first serve. The homeowners are personally responsible for 'due diligence' prior to purchasing their properties. The hunters are not to be 
restricted in any way, and are not responsible for the negligent behavior of others. If someone decides to live in a hunting area they by default and defacto 
have agreed to accept the preexisting conditions. To say otherwise is like saying we need to stop the rain when someone from the southwest moves into 
the Puget Sound area.
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For goodness sake stop allowing people to build along wetlands and estuaries - nobody should ever build within shotgun range of any body of water, as 
their development destroys the riparian area and water quality due to non-point pollution.  People who avail themselves of variences to put their crap where 
it destroys habitat and recreation do not deserve any consideration if they subsequently complain about wildlife or wildlife watching or hunting activities.
Grand father hunt areas.
Home owners concerns should first be addressed with education. My experience with property owners is generally positive, there is a handful of hunters out 
there that give the majority a bad image. Make sure the property owners know their rights and their responsibilities in preserving the wetland areas.
Home owners need to consider the possibility of people hunting near their house when they move into these areas.
Home owners who choose to build a trophy home near a wetland complex should bear the burden of their choice. It is no different them building near an 
airport them complaining about the jet noise.
Homeowners in areas where waterfowl have been traditionally hunted should have to sign a form to acknowlage that it is a hunting area, just like the right to 
farm agreements that are currently in use.
Homeowners knew there was wetlands there when they moved to that area.
Homeowners stopped hunters from having access in Vancouver in the lake-river area of Felida some years back. This was a sad day for many waterfowl 
hunters, and I truly believe that counties should realize that buildind expensive homes on the edges of rivers is a practice that needs more restrictions 
placed upon it.
Housing development into hunting areas is the problem, the premise that the hunting needs to change is wrong.
How about buying the land and making it a Game Preserve that allows hunting??? Geez, what a novel idea....
How about controlling the development and stop reduction of the recreation area we had before. I dont like getting my windows broke out of my truck, or my 
tires slashed, cause I am hunting ducks on a public lake, and am not shooting at their homes or property. Buying property around a natural hunting area or 
fishing area comes with the understanding we have rights too. They dont have to buy every inch of property to shut everyone else out.
How about restricting the building of houses in wetlands and estuaries?
Hunters and fishers were using the wetlands and estuaries long before the "Newbes" moved in. Just because they have a nice home in a beautiful area 
does not give them the right to control who and how the enviornment is used. If trespassing, littering and safty issues are occuring they should call the 
Sheriff's Department. Othereise let sportsmen and women alone.
Hunters been here long before these people moved in. So, they should have thought about it before they built in such areas. They can always sell their 
propertes to hunters. Then, there will be no problems.
Hunters first.  Home owners like it or lump it.
Hunters should not be pentalized by legally hunting in these traditional areas because a person/family CHOOSES to move close by. Emphasis should 
however be put on enforcement in areas where there is trespassing, littering or safety violations.
Hunters should not be trespassing or littering, if a home owner has film or video proof then legal maters should be at hand.  As for noise and early morning 
shooting, its only a few months of the year, they bought the house, tough, deal with it.  Safety is the key!  Hunts should be mandated to not shoot towards 
the shoreline.
HUNTERS WERE THERE BEFORE THE HOUSES!
Hunters were there first.  Home owners should be obligated to allow hunters access.  Safety is a concern everywhere, so it is not relevant specifically to 
home infested areas.
Hunting activitys for these species were going on long before these people bought these houses. MOST of these people in the Puget sound area are 
against hunting in the first place, Any type of hunting.
HUNTING AREAS ARE QUICKLY DISAPPEARING WITH THINGS LIKE THIS ALONG WITH WEYHAUSER GATING THEIR ROADS ETC....KEEP IN 
MIND I LIVE IN LEWIS COUNTY WHERE GROWTH MANAGEMENT SAYS 1 HOUSE PER 10 OR 20 ACERS.  IF THAT WERE THE CASE FOR KING 
COUNTY OR PUGET SOUND AREA THEN THERE WOULD NOT BE A CROWDING ISSUE.  CERTAINLY THE HOMEOWNERS SHOULD 
INVESTIGATE WHAT THEY ARE BUYING BEFORE THEY BUY IT.
Hunting has been in this area long before houses. Get over it! Compromise.
Hunting in these areas was there before the homes were built.  Homeowners knew this.
Hunting was taking place in most areas before the houses were built. Basically, the hunters were there first. It's not fair for new home owners to move in 
and then complain about activities that have been taking place in the area for years.
I am concerned about the radical elements that would use this opportunityto make life more difficult for the the waterfowl hunter.
I am not a waterfowl hunter, so I don't knwo which of these options would be most satisfactory.  Also, every area will be different, with different options 
being more effective.  More and more, stakeholder/advisory groups want to stop hunting completely.  Decisions should be finalized between hunters and 
DFW professional taking into consideration specific issues identified by the local stakeholder/advisory groups.
I do not gun hunt waterfowl, and would ONLY support changing of the length of hunting seasons and/or shooting hours if the language was GUN 
SPECIFIC. I would also point out that homeowners are generally extremely accepting of falconry hunting of waterfowl near their homes.
I do not hunt the Puget Sound
I do not support any restrictions that will cut down hunter opportunity.
I don't care if waterfowl hunting is "accepted" by them or not...I have an idea if they , along with the people who move under the airport flight path, don't 
want the noise or inconvenience of hunting/airplanes where they choose to live...they should move to somewhere that the noise is more "convenient".
I don't support any of these   Tough luck if you build there,
I feel more waterfowl hunting should be allowed in residential areas.Waterfowl head to these areas as soon as the shooting starts.You go hunting in non 
residential areas & cant find a bird..You come back to town & there are birds everywhere
I feel that all wetlands should have a mandatory minimum development distance in order to perserve the wetland and hunting rights.
i hate the buzz word stakeholder, if the land was used for hunting before the houses came then tough luck...the home owner knew exactly what they were 
buying into...we should not cater to them...they dont like it     move......and quit wasting tax dollars on advisory groups.....you people are smart and paid to 
do a job....use your common sense and make decisions for us....without being influenced by the sqeaky wheel
I have always believed if you buy land or move in where the animals were there first that they should come first [the animals] and if the people moving there 
don't like it don't move there
I have bought two houses in the country and with each one I had to sign a waiver saying I can't sue a farmer for having a stink when he uses aniaml fecal 
matter to fertilize his fields and so on, have these people that are "moving to the country" and around these hunting areas do something simular.
I live by an airport and accept the noise because it was there first.  New homeowners that CHOOSE to live by hunting areas should accept the noise.
I live in Spokane and have never hunted that area. It does truely burn me up when people move into an area and change something that has been going on 
forever.
I think if there hunting on there land or the states land that is the hunters right and our state should back them up 100%.
I think people who move near a airport,shooting range, freeway ect  should realize what they are moving next and qiut crying about there rights because we 
as hunters have our rights also.
I think that the homeowners should be educated before being allowed to buy the property...just like buying land next to an airport and not wanting to heat 
the planes.....
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I think that wherever hunting is extablished that it should have a priority for the land use.  Housing development and homeowners should not be allowed in 
areas that are traditionally used for hunting.
I thought the area around the puget sound was wet.
I understand that some balancing may be required, but I am troubled by restricting access to / use of public areas (days of week) or even delayed shooting 
times, if the hunter is in an otherwise legal shooting area and safety is not an issue.  (If you choose to live near "nature" I say the "noise" and related 
nuisance "comes with the territory" and you should accept the "bad" with the "good".  I am not referring to boorish behavior, littering or crimes like trespass, 
etc.)
I wish I could tell those stupid home owners "Get used to it." But that is probably not a good idea. The fact of the matter is, they should not even be building 
there.
I would make it so that designated areas are set aside fo hunting waterfowl. Instead of selling the land to builders I would buy the land to ensure the right to 
hunt watefowl is preserved for future generations in that area.
Idiots who build homes next to hunting areas should be ignored. Hunters should not trespass or litter but noise issues should not be addressed by the 
department.
If a area has been in established for many years then the community shouldn't complain about it. If there is a litter problem then address that so hunters 
don't get a bad rap. I see a lot of non hunters using existing parking lots that could be contributing to this issue too.
If a person moves into an area that traditionally has been used for hunting and they don't like it, then they didn't research the property enough before they 
bought.  They should take it up with the realtor or person that the property was purchased from because the hunting access was not disclosed in the sales 
agreement of the property.  This should not be a concern of the WDFW, except for of course the littering and trespass.  Actually that would be concern for 
the local authorities, not WDFW.
If land owner has an issue...they need to move.  Restricting anything is the first step to loosing our rights to hunt.  Population will always increase and will 
continue to do so...people need to realize this and accept the fact they may be moving into an area where hunting may occur.
If people have been hunting there for years and some one new moves in then they need to accept the fact that there is hunting in that area. Don't let a few 
bad apples ruin it for everyone
If the home owners want to live in a rural environment they need to live with what goes on in that environment, not try to force everyone else to there way of 
thinking.

If the homeowners chose to build thier house near public land/wetlands that have been used for generations for hunting, then they should have researched 
the issue before moving there. If they Knew ahead of time about the issue of waterfowlers shooting early in the morning then they went in with their eyes 
open.    As it is, in Kitsap county we already have to be 500 yards off shore because of a shooting ordinance, making waterfowling all but impossible.
If the land owners do not want the elk, tell them to allow hunting.
if the property is owned and not public it is up to the owner we do not have the right to trespass
If the State would set aside sufficient wetland preserves with an adequate buffer zones that hunters are allowed access to, we would solve most of the 
complaints registered against waterfowl hunters.  The state laws forbid the construction on wetlands anyway, and the range and report of shotguns can be 
alleviated with the distance a buffer could make.
If the surrounding home owners don't like it,  they shouldn't live near these places.
if the waterfowl is not managed then they will have an even greater problem that a little noise in the morning
if there are people who want to hunt a spacific area,then they should be allowed to do just that. and if the people who live there dont like that people hunt 
around them,then maybe they should have moved into a different area without game in their back yard.
If they chose to live in an are where hunting is, then they chose to live with it.  It is not fair to restrict hunters from hunting because someone moved into the 
area.  Enforce the current laws on hunters, require responsible hunting, and most problems will probably go away.
If we, the hunters, are not on private property then there should not be no problems with the items. If people are entering private property then the property 
holder needs to address that. To much is already being taken away from the hunting population.
If you (we) continue to let housing take over all of the wildlands we will all suffer, and our future generations will never know what our hunting heritage is 
about.
If you are dumb enough to move next to an airport, ........ DON'T BITCH ABOUT THE NOISE!    Nuff said!!!!
If you build or buy in an environment it is prone to noise then it will be noisy.  I think the state needs to protect the rights of the hunter as well as the 
landowners.
If you buy a home in an area like that you should be told what goes on there. If you accept that deal with it!
If you buy property knowing it is near hunting grounds, either become a hunter, or your bad luck. Buy property in Southern California.
If you extend the season but keep hunting time down may solve some problems.
I'm surprised the wetland hasn't already been filled in, and a 36 hole destination resort golf course erected.
Implement a new law, one that prevents construction of new homes in estuaties and around the waterfront, especially within 1/2 mile of small ponds and 
waterways historically habituated by seasonal waterfowl. Exisiting surrounding home owners need to accept that they built in a free hunt zone, the staate 
should establish a public service team, one that collaborate withthe home owners will help them pry their head out of their butt.
Implicated building or construction bans denying building around wetland areas accessed by waterfowlers and outdoor enthusiasts.  In this economy we 
don't need any more houses or buildings but instead we need to utilize the ones we have. We do NOT need to provide more laws restricting outdoor 
recreation and Hunting to make way for rich home owners to have a place to plop a cushy house and eat up more wildlife habitat and countryside.  We 
need to concentrate more on preserving hunting and outdoor recreation areas for future generations to enjoy period!
In western WA have earlier shooting hours, this would make for a shorter shooting period during the day. A hunter could have there limit earlier in the 
morning and be out of the field by 9-10 a.m. most mornings. With a clear to partly cloudy day the ducks are generally in and moving 10-15 minutes prior to 
legal shooting time. Nisqually area
Increase fines for those that litter and treaspass
Increase outreach to potential landowners--require disclosure of nearby hunting areas on real estate transaction documents.  Traditional, low-impact 
recreational uses should take precedent to unsustainable shoreline development.
Increase penalties for trespass and littering.
Inform buyers purchasing homes near established hunting grounds that this is a fact of life in their 'rural' area.  Just like someone who moves next to a farm 
and then complains about dust, noise and animal smells, prior position should take preecedence.
involving the land owners is always key.  but limiting hunting only makes things worse.  lots of goose/duck shit on your dock /lawn make people mad.  the 
home owners need to know when they buy the place that hunting occurs there.  starting hunting ducks at an hour or two after dawn is not the answer.  
EDUCATE THE LAND OWNERS, AND NEW POTENTIAL LANDOWNERS.
It is better to receive a few more restrictions than to lose privlege all together.
It looks like if you have money you can do anything you want, including buying off any one that gets in your way.
It's hard enough to find places to hunt. No more restrictions or delays. As you said it is a traditional hunting area. The homeowners should have been aware 
of that.
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It's kind of like homeowners that move in next to an airport, race track, freeway, etc. and then later decide that they're too loud. The homeowners should 
have considered all their options before moving there.
I've been to a number of stakeholder meetings.  Frustrating to say the least as hunters are always the ones who have to give up something because 
somebody moved into an area historically used for hunting.
Just like the reservations, just because people have the $$ and want their view, this should NOT restrict hunters from their traditions.  Just because they 
build it shouldn't stop the hunting. If you move into the wilderness expect to meet the wildlife.  Next thing you know theses same people will want the F&W 
department to clean the crap off of their roofs.
Keeping safety in mind, build regulations that allow traditional hunting to continue and help newer arrivals adapt to the culture, heritage, and seasonal 
hunting that has been ongoing for a long time.
Leave as it is. The people who moved into these areas knew where they were moving to and need to accept the situation.
Leave it alone
Let people know that they are building there home in a wildlife habitat and it is controled by hunting.
let the damn ducks and geese shit in their yards for a few years with no hunting pressure and they will beg for people to come shoot them
Let the homeowners deal with some noise. The hunting areas were established before they built home there.
Let them hunt as they do today
Let's face it.  This will be a loosing battle.  The world is getting smaller and there is less and less room for hunting.  Ken and Barbie and not going to put up 
with Elmer Fud shooting Daffy Duck on the lake with their million dollar condo.  Try to limit the days to weekends only.
Lets not have development run hunter out of there hunting ground. What ever we chore to do, hunter should prevail.
limit development in wetland areas
LIMIT DEVELOPMENT!
Limit the amount of development around wetlands and estuaries.
Limits on buildings next to wet lands.
Littering is unacceptable anywhere, but hunting in traditional areas should not be affected by people who move into an area without taking 
RESPONSIBILITY for their actions and performing due diligence research................

Local stakeholders often have unrealistic ideas: they move to game-rich areas and are then surprised that people hunt, they squelch hunting, then complain 
that deer and elk eat their roses and geese defecate on their docks, then they complain about the methods for controlling game populations that remain. 
Including these people in the process may create false expectations. We need to make sure hunters clean up their act by stiffening fines for trespass, 
littering and safety violations, and we need to teach people who move into game-rich areas that they are not more important than anyone else.
Low impact firearms could be used in area's where safety is of great concern. Air rifles and Handguns with birdshot are a short distance shooting option.
MAKE A NEW LAW THAT POTENTIAL BUYERS FOR SUCH AREAS ARE MADE AWARE THAT THESE ARE HUNTING AREAS AND HUNTING WILL 
EXIST.  ( BUILD NEXT TO AN AIRPORT YOU HEAR PLANES)
Make all newcomers sign "right to hunt" forms when they move in (similar to Skagit County Right to farm)
Make it manditory that people moving into these areas be made aware that hunting takes place, this way they don't get taken by surprise that there's 
shooting going on at certain times of the year. This may help in avoiding conflict and hard feelings between landowners and hunters.
Maybe the dumb asses should of thought twice about building there!!!!!
More land needs to be secured for public benefit.  The rich are privatizing these areas for their exclusive enjoyment.
Most of the hunting areas were being used long before home owners started moving in.  If they are going to buy/build a house in such an area they should 
have no right to complain with the exception of baltant safety issues.  Law enforcement should deal with the trouble maker, not take away more hunting 
opportunities for the rest of us.
Most of the issues involve other laws and rules and the breaking of them. Enforce those issues, and address complaints based on what's legal and illegal. 
It's just life in a growing human population. Hunters have rights too.
N/a
Need to educate people who are buying homes of the areas "normal" activities.  It similar to people moving next door to airports and then complaining 
about the noise/safety and eventually seeking to close the airport.
NEED TO SOMEHOW EDUCATE SPECIFIC LANDOWNERS , AND HUNTERS; PLUS, BUY UP LAND DESIGNATED AS PARK/WILDLIFE AREAS. & 
USE THEM FOR HUNTING AREAS IN WINTER
new home encroachment should not dictate policy. You don't move into a neighborhood and demand a voice to shape policy!
new land owners should not be able to restrict use of lands that have been open to harvesting prior to ownership hunters of some sort should be granted 
access for harvesting during applicable season.
NO CHANGE
No change should be an option, you idiots.....
No change. The new residents knew there was hunting there when they moved in.
no comment as I don't hunt them
no opinion
No opinion
No!  The wetland was there first...get over it.
Noise is a feature of hunting which you can't control and still allow hunting. Strict enforcement of laws against tresspassing, littering and safety violations, 
coupled with wide spread publication of that fact will do much more to solve that problem than punishing good hunters.
Not every one has the ability to hunt when told to. I can hunt Duck on Sunday and Monday and my friend I hunt with can hunt Saturday and Sunday, we get 
one day a week to hunt together. I like hunting with my friend. Perhaps the game dept. could find land owners that are willing to open there fields to 
hunters.. I drive 45 miles to Skagit county to hunt at the game dept/D.U. site there. If the game dept could develop more of this opportunity in other areas 
we could have less of a problem.
Once you take away our right to hunt somewhere hunters will likely never be able to hunt there again. Not exactly the same but similar to hound hunting and
trapping.
only delay the area that realy need it
Open more hunting areas via private land access, give incentives to land owners. Housing development is directly related to land owners and counties need 
to assess the land that might be developed with opertunities of housing waterfowl. Once established as a waterfowl area, open by permit only.
Option A.  I think it would help in our area on weekends if we weren't exposed to early morning shooting.  The ducks and geese might like it as well.    
Sorry, but I have to add one "vent".  I would put up with the hunting if I didn't have to watch some unethical hunters haze ducks in a boat to chase them over 
their blind.  I called (WDFW) to complain and the response was that the hunters would claim they were just chasing cripples.  I offered my deck as an 
observation opportunity to see that wasn't the case and there was no interest.
People complain about the bird droppings, mainly from geese but they don't want hunting.  Just "moving the fowel" won't get it.  If they don't want the 
droppings then they need to allow the harvesting of the birds.
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People continue to move to areas near wildlife to experience being near nature, and then complain about the   activities that are associated with the wildlife. 
Like hunting, fishing, and Gun ranges.   I think the homeowners need to accept the practices that are in area that they decide to build in.
people have encroached on these areas... it is up to these homeowners to accept the environment that they moved to.  Tuff if they don't like to hear 
shotguns at 6am:)
people knew what was going on there when they moved there so they should have to live with it, know one made them move there
People move into areas where hunting has traditionally been allowed, then  they complain.  Solution: Tell them to move somewhere else.
people move to these areas and should know what they are moving to
People moved in to the area knowing this was a common practice.
People need to realize that when they move into areas that offer hunting opportunities, that hunters will be recreating there. If they don't like the idea of 
people hunting near their property, they shouldn't move into these areas.
People need to relize that if they build in tyhe country they are going to see people hunting.  Tell them to piss up a rope.
People need to understand that if they move into an area, they must understand all that comes with that purchase.
People should have known better before moving there.
people should have the right to hunt at the high water mark in the river
People should know that they are buying close to hunting areas and need to get used to it.

People that build in prime hunting areas should consider this prior to building there. The hunting was there before they were there. That is like moving next 
to an airport and then complaining about the noise. The hunters should not be putting the safety of the land owner at risk but the noise is on the land owner.
People that build in these areas should understand where they are building and respect the rights of hunters that have been hunting in that area for years.  
It's like building a home next to a shopping mall and then expecting the owners of the mall to tear it down.  These homeowners made a choice on where to 
build.  They did not have to build adjacent to the wetlands or estuaries if they objected to noise, early morning shooting, or so-called safety.
People were hunting before the houses...do people quit golfing after their fairway-side home gets hit with a golf ball?
People who build near critical wildlife recreation areas should be aware of others traditional use of the land and accept that as a condition of their choice
People who buy a home near a hunting area or a range and complain about hunting/shooting are in the same category as people who buy a home near an 
airport and complain about airplanes.  They are either trying to stop hunting, or have an axe to grind, and should not be given the time of day.
people who move into an area where hunting has been going on new where they were moving. Like building next to an airport and expecting them to 
change and keep the noise down.
People who move into these areas should understand that they have to respect the rights of those that used these areas before they did.
People who move to areas where hunting takes place need to accept that fact.  They moved there knowing what goes on there.  IF they dont like it - they 
should move.....  period
Persons who purchase homes around these wetlands should be made aware of what will be going on in the wetlands, if this is unacceptable, they should 
not purchase the home. Personally, I think there needs to be a significant boundry around wetlands that homes cannot be built within to protect the wetland. 
Perhaps even taken to the extreme of the state purchasing already built homes, and restoring portions of wetland.T his would also help resolve problems 
between home owners and hunters.
Placing limits on hunting is the beginning to the end, eventually the restrictions will become greater and greater until hunting is banned in these areas.  I 
think a better question is can the department work with hunting groups (local and national) to purchase lands or hunting rights in some of these areas.  This 
may include giving up some areas that are currently surounded to gain access in other areas.
POST IN DEVELOPMENT THAT THIS IS A TRADITIONAL HUNTING AREA SO THEY KNOW BEFORE THEY MOVE IN.
preserve these wetlands for hunting only
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Provide tax incentives for landowners that allow access. Develop legislation prohibiting homeowners from controling use of public lands. Historical use of 
public lands should take precedence over complaints of land owners. If they do not like what is there they should do the research and build in an area that 
better suites their lifestyle.
Quit making so many rules and just let people hunt.   Remove weapons from the game wardens belt to insure respect for the customer(hunter).
Require hunters in these area a limited number of shells...(no more continous barages)  Establish quite hours on weekends only.  Only allow shooting 
between 8 am and noon on week ends.
Require land developers to inform potential land owners of hunting activities before selling property.
require master hunter certification
Require that Realtors/contractors/developers inform new buyer's that the property being sold is within noise range of a hunting area. This must be in the 
contract so that the new owner's can't take legal action against the Dept of Wildlife or hunters.
Restrict development. High gas prices will probably take care of this problem.
Restrict homeowners from building near wetlands and eatuaries and buyout landowners
Restrict the building of any structure that reduces wetlands and surrounding area to a distance that wont affect NEW HOME OWNERS, and advise them 
that it is historically a waterfowl hunting area. Just because they want to build a home next to the wetlands doesnt mean everyone else is excluded from 
using it.
restriction of days the animals will learn which days they can be hunted
Rights of the sportsman vs. someone who moves into a area that has traditional sporting use.  What if they move next to a NASCAR racetrack.  Do you 
stop racing....
Safety is not the issue, hunting is the issue. Why are these areas being developed by the anti hunting groups so that they have a special place to view the 
wildlife out their back doors and the hunting crowd pays for it. Make the landowners and this group start to pay some fees to build next to these areas. 
Grandfather the hunting rights in so that everyone knows when you build their that hunting is allowed and encouraged. Otherwise management is not going 
to happen.
Screw the adjacent land owner, they moved into a great hunting area and should be hunting anyway.  Public waters and lands are to be used by the public 
in a safe manner, if the hunting situation becomes unsafe then close it.
See above!!!
Sellers of property adjacent to hunting grounds should be obligated to disclose the fact that hunting occurs on the adjacent property and that come with 
certain annoyances as discribed herein. If the buyer still chooses to purchase the land, they should agree to waive objections to these legal activities and 
annoyances occurring on surrounding the property.
Set development covenents that require retention of traditional use (consumptive and non-consumptive) use of wildlife and fisheries resources.  Loss of 
these uses are contrary to the mandate of the mission of the Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife. Feel free to contact me at 206 817 5104 if this 
comment is unclear.  Thanks.
shortening seasons and hours for waterfowl hunters will just anger the hunters and could make them think about hunting out of state, rather than in 
Washington.
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Should have to disclose for a certain radius around them any property sold they are warned that hunting takes place in these areas. They can then deceide 
if they want to live by it or not.
some of these issues are from other groups not hunters ,
Stop all development within 750 yards of any traditional waterfowl huting areas. This would save a very valuable habitat area & reduce problems between 
hunters & non hunters
Stop all hunting in these areas.  These concerns are valid and need to be addressed.
Stop building houses adjacent to wetlands.

stop building next to wet lands. how about making laws so bird hunters have these places to hunt and stop development companies from buying the land.
STOP DEVELOPMENT AND POPULATION GROWTH!!  (yeah, I know nobody is going to go for that one).
Sure....making wagerfouwl hunting more complex than it already is would be great.  Come on, who was there first, the waterfowl or the houses?
tell em to move
tell homeowners not to move into hunting grounds and not expect to be inconvenienced.
Tell homeowners to deal.
Tell the home owners not to build in an area where a tradition has been established for decades.
tell the home owners to move some where else
Tell the idiots who built a house next to a proven hunting area that they should move. Give me a break, it's their own damn fault.
Tell the new homeowners to get used to it.  They freely moved into these areas knowing full well what they were getting into.  NIMBY-ism should not be 
allowed to intrude on tradition. ("Not In My Back Yard")
Tell them that they are building in a shooting area and that they are the conflict not the hunters.
tell them to build somewhere else if they dont like the noise
Tell them to move.
Tell these people who have moved into traditional waterfowl ares that they should attempt to get along with the people who have used theses areas for 
many years before the fancy houses were built there.
Tell those King County loving, city living bastards to go to hell.
Temporarily close the hunting in these areas, allowing the bird populations to increas and lose fear of humans, leading to extensive damage in the 
homeowners properties (only for those areas where homeowners oppose hunting).  Then re-open the hunting to master hunters and safety instructors, and 
develop a program for groups like ducks unlimited to develop an educational program to "certify" migratory waterfowl hunters to use these areas.
The animals and hunters were there before they built the houses. If they don't like it, they can move.
The areas that are owned by the state are owned by all of us.  Those land owners knew that hunting was going ot happen but once they purchased the land 
and built their house they think they can change it.  I would suggest that the real estate laws be changed to state that hunting is done from these areas so 
they know it out of the gate.
The estuaries, the ducks, and the duck hunters were there first. They are all part of the local landscape. If you build your house next door to a duck blind 
your gunna get woke up early on Saturday morning. Deal with it.
The home owners knew what was there.  Educate both the landowners and hunters on safety.
The homeowner no these things when they move in. The hunter should not have to pay for there inconvenence by giveing up any more rights.
The homeowners issue.  unters were their first
The homeowners made the choice to live where there's hunting.
The homeowners should have considered the area before buying/building there. The seasons are regulated enough. Each area should have specific 
solutions, but it was a hunting/wetland before there were houses.
The housing industry should not be allowed to build in these areas. The restrictions are being put on the wrong people. They are eliminating the hunting 
resourses we have payed to preserve these hunting rights. If something isn't done to correct this error the state is going to lose tremendos amount of lost 
revenue in the sale of licenses.
The hunters have used these public lands long before the new residents, tough, they moved there and should have known that hunitng was part of what the 
land was being used for.   If hunters are littering, trespassing or are being unsafe then those bad examples shoudl be prosecuted the the full extent of the 
law.   Noise concerns and prohibting early morning shooting is not an appropriate approach.
The hunters were hunting there before the homeowners moved in, learn to work together and use the wetlands appropriately.  If no hunters are allowed in, 
next the homeowners will be complaining they have to many waterfowl in the area and have to find a way to dispose of them.  Continue the hunting.
the hunters were there first!
The hunters were there first. Nobody forced anybody to build there. It's against the law to trespass and to litter. The natural direction of fire I would assume 
is not in the direction of the houses. Most certainly it is against the law to shoot holes in somebody's house. As for the noise, as I said nobody forced 
anybody to build there.
The hunting was usually there long before the homes.
The more regs you have the less hunters you will have.  But I guess that is your idea in the first place!  I am about to give up and hunt out of state again!
The public land was there before all the building.  Limit building instead????
The shooting and hunting existed prior to their moving in.  As such, they accepted it by default.  The "new" homeowners should have NO say, period.
The state needs to step in and put a stop to counties banning firearm discharge on public lands/waterways, ie duck, goose ponds rivers, etc.  People were 
hunting long before houses were built next to public lands.  You build next to a duck pond your going to hear gun shots.  Because the wealthy can afford 
water front property we must give up our right to hunt it.  What isn't posted anymore.  Good luck trying to teach my grandson the ethics of hunting and 
fishing when the opportunity are less every year.
The state should make it understood that when citizens are taking up residence in an area that has been traditionally used as a hunting area that it will 
continue to be used as such and the perspective land owner should have to sign an agreement to that fact.
The state should step up and manage wildlife and not depend on Advisory Groups loaded with bias folks to set seasons etc. If we don't have professionals 
working for the state. Get rid of them and get someone else.
THE TRADITIONAL WATERFOWL HUNTING AREAS HAVE BEEN AROUND LONGER THAN THE THE HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS.  IF PEOPLE ARE 
WORRIED ABOUT THE SAFETY, NOISE, EARLY MORNING SHOOTING, THEY SHOULDN'T MOVE THERE.  FURTHERMORE, MOST HUNTERS 
DON'T LITTER, IS SUBURBANITES.
The water cannot be moved.  trespassing and littering laws can be enforced.
The waterfowl hunters were there first
The WDFW should make more of an effort to help the new homeowners understand the positive impact that waterfowlers have on duck populations, 
specifically through the high fees they pay for licenses and duck stamps.  No further restrictions or costs should be imposed on hunters.
The wetlands and the hunting were there before the houses.  If the homeowner doesnt like it, they can sell thier house and move!
The wetlands have been their forever. Homeowners should know better than to build there in the first place.
The wetlands were there before the landowners, as were the waterfowl.  Landowners need to be educated to the ways of the wild.  I know, its tough, they 
can move back to California or Seattle.
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There are other ways to take waterfowl than by shooting. If access limits are placed to prevent noise and littering, they should not apply to falconry. In fact, 
it would be ideal to limit the very early morning hours to falconers only, so that our own birds have a lesser chance of being shot down by accident. 
Falconers leave no shell casings nor lead behind nor do the birds make any significant noise. Trespass is obviously a no-no for everyone.
there is enough restrictions and people trying to take hunting opportunitys away from sportsman, the houses are moving in to the hunting areas not the 
other way around. homeowners shouldn't be the ones that are driving the regulations for hunting. finding simple solutions that can make the impact less on 
homeowners is a good start, but restricting the hunting population even more is not a wise move.
There is no good choice for hunters in this group.
there should be housing restriction in areas.  In Texas resevoirs, most of the hunting occurs in set aside "natural areas"  usually near the upper ends of the 
lakes.
These are public lands/private land that landowners are allowing to be hunted and should not be restricted because of encroachment by private landowners 
that are being burdened by uses that have been ongoing for years and generations.
these folks should have been aware of these condition prior to development or occupancy their "rights" should not supercede ours.
These options don't address the loss of habitat.  This has to be the top priority
These people have moved into the area it is their responsibility to understand the factors involved before they buy the property.
These people knew about the area before they moved in, it should not be a surprise and they should not be able to do anything about it but complain with 
no action or recourse.  If the area has been a place to hunt waterfowl, it should continue to be a place to hunt waterfowl.  If they want to have birds in the 
area, have them put up bird feeders.
these people move into rural ares that have had hunting for many years . why should new comers get to set our hunting times , could you imagine not 
getting to shoot ducks on the first light flight , give me a break . again who pays for these areas .
These people moved into those areas knowing that there is hunting going on.  So they should just accept the fact that there is going to be hunting and noise 
going on.
These people must realize they are moving into these types of areas and the realator should have to disclose this type of information to them.
These people should have researched their home and location. You don't move next to an airport and complain about the noise unless your an idiot.
These same people complaining about the hunt are the ones complaining about ducks in their yard crapping on the lawn. Perhaps a notice should be given 
to the home owners before they purchase that hunting is allowed locally.
These traditional hunting areas were in place before the homes were developed and built.  The owners should have know when the property was purchased
and should learn to deal with the situation.
These wetlands are and have been open to hunting for many years why should the hunters suffer when the people have moved in on the hunters.
they are the ones moving into these areas they need to live with it
They bought the land knowing there was hunting allowed. Leave it as is
They bought there so they need to learn to live with it.  I would guess the hunters were their before the development.
they built there why should the sportsman pay the price.
They can have my gun when they pry it from my cold dead fingers.  Hunting regulations lead to bans on firearms.
they dont own the water
They don't own the water. Tell them to shut up.
They knew hunting was going on when they bought there. As long as the hunters are utilizing safe hunting practices no change should be made.
They knew what they were buying when they got their home in that area. The wildlife should not have to adjust any more than they already have and neither
should the hunters who have hunted there all along.
They knew what they were getting into when they moved there.
They moved out to the hunting areas, not hunters moving to them.....tell them to get used to it or move.  Or god forbid they take their son or daughter 
hunting around their home and find that they enjoy it and it's a great way to get their children away from their video games.
they should deal with it.. they bought a house by a hunting area.. they shouldnot complain!!!!
they should have been told and required to sign a disclosure when they bought the property just like they do around farms.i live next to a estuarie i dont 
complain. hunters have been hunting there for generations.quit coddling them

They should have thought of that when they bought the property.  Thats the same case the residents use around the airport.  Its too load, causing my 
property values to go down.  Many people buy property by hunting areas to be closer to their "spot".  Every day our hunting areas are getting smaller and 
smaller do to "progress".  People forget what it is to be a  hunter.  I have no trophies and I take no pride in killing, but, it feeds my family.  I work two jobs 
and I can only hunt on weekends now.  Why add more restrictions? Because someone with money, knows someone in the capital. Give me a break!
They should know when they buy move or build there that hunting will take place in these areas. Should have to be disclosed for a certain radius of these 
areas for any property that is sold.
they should not move to these areas if they cant put up with the shooting
They shouldn't have moved next to a water fowl hunting area.
They were aware of land use when they purchased it   live with it   why should a few be able to stop others from useing a place because they are against a 
specific use
This is funny, as here you suggest that you would work with the local stakeholders and advisory groups but in the past these kind of groups have been 
ignored. so I wonder how much trust one can put in your statement.  IF IN FACT YOU DO THIS THEN PLEASE LISTEN AND IMPLEMENT 
RECOMMENDATED ACTIONS AND NOT WHAT YOU WANT TO DO.  WE HAVE TRIED TO TELL YOU THIS FOR YEARS.
this require the input from local population
This sounds a lot like Penn Cove....  I am against giving up anyones privileges to satisfy someone who has nothing to lose, and nothing invested and is not 
being harmed.    I will use an example: The local homeowners group trying to stop waterfowl hunting in Penn Cove-- one chief complaint was garbage, the 
Washington Waterfowl Assoc. met with and agreed with the homeowner group to work TOGETHER and have a clean up day.  On that day, not a single 
homeowner group member participated.  The Waterfowl group had people in attendance from across the state.  My point-- My point--the homeowner group 
obviously sees their use of the area as a right not a privilege. Clearly they are not very good stewards for the area either.
Those people moved there. Tough. No restrictions educate the public in that hunting makes the population healthy.
Those people who buy in areas like these should be told just like in there CC&R's that there is hunting allowed near their home and to live with it or not buy 
there.  Then if they harass hunters who are following the rules they should be fined!  Make your enforement officers pinch the harassing animal lover just 
like they would pinch a poacher or lawbreaker.  We can not allow ubanizations to take away our freedoms.
those poeple chose to move there. if they dont like the hunting they should not have built there. As far as littering and trespass goes they have the right to 
take action against it by contacting authorities or documenting these offenses themselves and presenting the proof to authorities. There is no excuse for 
these offenses
THOSE WETLANDS AND HUNTING SEASONS WERE THERE WAY BEFORE THE HOMEOWNERS...TELL THEM TO GET USED TO IT...
Those who trespass, act in an unsafe manner and litter should pay the penalty for such.
TOO MANY NIBY'S IN THIS STATE
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Too many people want to move to urban areas and expect city policies. You don't move into a house along the freeway or railroad and ask cars to stop 
driving. If hunting in such areas is legal then it should remain legal. there are laws regarding trespass and littering to protect homeowners.  Perhaps instead 
of clamping down on waterfowlers, homeowners should have information available to them regarding hunting activity in an area.
Traditional hunting grounds should not be resrtricted due to housing development and encroachment. Counties should enact local ordinances that require 
land developers to notify potential housing owners that traditional hunting takes place and serves wildlife management purposes. Or perhaps even better , 
State law enacted so realators disclose traditional hunting grounds when selling homes, so new homeowners are aware of this activity. Counties could 
develop a web page that explains and maps traditional hunting areas, the educational efforts and benefits sportsman bring to wildlife management and the 
economy as well as any safety efforts taken on to ensure safety of nearby residents or other user groups such as birders, hikers, etc.   If the public hunting 
areas are traditional, their use should be primary to any other development. This likens to the developers that build near estblished gun ranges or car race 
tracks,then homeowners later want to evict those businesses eventhough they bought and were fully aware of these activities.
Trespass and littering just makes the problem worse
Use game management techniques and seek limits on Developement in hunting areas.
use hunters who live near by and those who hunt the area who are in the know about  the area and don't rely on new owners who move in to dominate the 
results.
Use sound wildlife conservation and mangement. The wildlife belongs to the state.
We are already restricted enough as it is, they chose to live in a hunting area.
We are loosing enough hunting grounds if they want to build then welcome to hunting season.
We do not hunt waterfowl
We have been hunting these areas long before homeowners were around. We hunters should not have   to continue being doormats. This starts with the 
department saying hunting is politicaly correct and   this is our heritage you moved here this is the way it is. Non Negotiable
We have lost so much of our hunting areas to home developement that we cannot afford to let these homeowners run us off. They should know before they 
develope these areas that there are hunters using the land. The seasons are short, they should just learn to deal with it for that short period of time. As for 
trespassing and littering, that should not be tollerated!!!!!
we have to stop loosing our rights just to put money in some developers pockets.  There is plenty of housing developments not completed in western 
washington, stop building near these wetlands.
WE PAY LOTS OF MONEY TO HUNT, THEY NEED TO KNOW ITS A WAY OF LIFE...
Western washington has a serious lack of accessable waterfowl hunting areas. a homeowners property stops at the waters edge and there should be no 
ground given to their complaints what so ever unless the goal is to eliminate western washington waterfowl hunting.
wetlands are supported by hunters NOT HOUSES!!!!!
What came first, the marsh or the house? Are they are so dumb not to know waterfowl hunting in a marsh is world wide sport. Then maybe they should go 
back to where they came from. I'm sorry, but these people don't belong here. Go back to the concrete and asphalt.......
When people encroach upon said areas to reside they should be well aware of existing conditions, which would include existing hunter access to area 
wetlands for waterfowl hunting, etc., and thus be accountable to their own purchasing decision - Caveat emptor, please!
when people move into these areas they know the hunting is allowed why should hunters be punished for thier ignorance public land means public hunting 
NO EXCEPTIONS should be allowed
When you build your home next to a dairy you can expect the air to smell like cows.  This is no different.  Let them learn to live with free hunters exercising 
their rights.
Where are you from--California?????  Thats what has happened to our state--all the bleeding hearts coming in and making us change our natural ways of 
hunting.  Time for open seasons on people from other states moving here--why not just tax them to death and they will leave us alone???????////
who was there first.if thay dont like it move. we pay the bills.
Why are you allowing development in wetlands and estuaries?  Restrict such development
Why because people move to the country that hunters have to change the way they opperate? These people need to deel with it or atleast compremise
WHY BUY THERE!  Stop taking the nature habitat
Why did the Fish and W ildlife Department not anticipate the housing development years ago?  These areas should have been converted to conservation 
easement designation.
Why do people live in hunting areas? Why do you have hunting areas where people live? Screw the people that live there. Hunting was there first. They 
should know that hunting is there.
Why is it that people move into a new area and expect that everyone else should capitulate the their will. If you didn't want to live by a hunting area than 
why did you build/buy a house in a hunting area?
WHY IS THE STATE ALLOWING HOUSING DEVELOPMENT SO CLOSE TO THESE WETLAND AREAS TRADITIONALY HUNTING AREAS
Why is the state considering a sweeping change for a couple of idiots?  Do we cull an entire population of dogs because a pitbull bit someone?  Why 
consider this type of solution for hunters?    I don't understand the concern.  Hunters that I have hunted with or around are generally very well behaved in 
sensitive matters and are the least likely to litter.  Advise the homeowners that they can get in their hybrid prius and move back to California or New York 
anytime.  They have already destroyed their wetlands due to developments too close to natural habitat, not from some idiot hunter that left an expended 
round on a Sunday morning.
Why should they be able to build in the wet lands in the first place? If the home owner is moving to such place he or she should know that hunter's hunt 
waterfowl in front of there house. Every thing should stay the same!!!
Why would the WDFW even allow hunting of waterfowl around housing developments.  I live in Kitsap county and I have heard gunshots while I have been 
cycling and that doesn't exactly make me feel secure.  I don't think killing of any wildlife should be allowed around housing developments.
WHY WOULD YOU BUY A HOUSE THERE IF YOU DID NOT LIKE THE NOISE. IF THERE LITTERING AND TRESPASS WHY ARE THE HUNTERS 
NOT BEING CITED? INCREASED PATROLS WOULD HELP THE PROBLEM, NOT PUNISH THE LAW ABIDING HUNTERS.
Work with and eduacate both the hunters and the home owners.
Work with County planning to get traditional use clauses placed in the permit and covenants that allows continued hunting where saftey is not an issue.
Work with other agencies and groups to establish multiple use (including hunting) on lands where public money is used for such things as salmon recovery 
habitat projects.  Currently hunters are losing to salmon recovery (on WDFW lands) and there is no reason that could not be balanced with increased 
access in other areas.
Work with the counties to limit building in these areas.
Working with the community is probably the best way to gain the support of the effected community. If they have problems with waterfowl, they maybe more 
willing to allow hunting as a means for control.
wow again another light bulb case to case and have stake holders holy cow, what an idea!!!!!
Yopu need to work with local hunters who use the areas to come to an agreement. We hunters are not just stupid ignorant folks, we are capable of using 
judgement, and working with landowners ETC...   (most anyway )
You are the Washington state fish and game. You simpply inform the homeowners that they do not own the animals or the water and in some cases the 
population control is necessary for disease control, water cleanliness, etc especially when it comes to the non-native canadian goose on the west side.
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You get involved with a stakholder group, and we will loose the right to hunt.  Maybe identify areas of growth / hunting conflict and when building permits are
issued inform them of the current use of public land in their new area, so they know what to expect.
You know the conditions when you purchase the land!!!! Don't allow the new landowners to change the ability to hunt.!!!
You're always going to have someone complaining about shooting the poor geese, yet they are the same ones who gripe about getting goose poop on their 
golf shoes.
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Issue 8-Bait
Issue 8:
Currently, it is not legal to bait bear, waterfowl, and upland game birds. Baiting for deer and elk in the state of Washington is legal. Some 
hunters believe that baiting deer and elk provides an unfair advantage. 
Should baiting for deer and elk continue to be allowed?
"Baiting animals for the purpose of hunting" is an oxymoron. People bait them to kill them, thatâ€™s not hunting thatâ€™s baiting to kill. I see this crap on 
TV and now everybody thinks the only way to get a deer, elk, bear, whatever... is to bait them, they have to wear camo, and nobody can shoot anymore 
without shooting sticks or a bipod. Baiting is baiting, itâ€™s not hunting, and to me is unethical. Where can I apply for a public relations position with the 
WDFW?
"baiting" allows an archer critical time to size up an animal and make the most ethical shot possible.
A bale of hay goes a long way in late November!  Besides, if guys are sitting on a pile of apples, hay, corn, etc.  They're not out tromping around spooking 
other guys game around and thus, is actually reducing hunter-hunter conflicts in my opinion.
A portion, or all of black bear seasons season should be open to baiting.  I am opposed to hunting bear or cougar with hounds.
A slippery slope since what bait is has not been defined here.
A.  I would support a ban if WA would give out landowner preference tags, but until they do let them bait and have some payback for providing habitat, etc.  
By landowner preference tag I mean that the tags go to the owner, not a plan where they have to allow the general public on their property.
Add addendum to the â€œbaiting restrictionsâ€� to include bear; continue to keep baiting for deer & elk illegal statewide.
Allow bait for Bear and Cougar
Allow baiting and dogs to control bear and cougar populations that are starting to sky rocket because it has been banned!
Allow baiting bears in those areas where you are having low Elk(calf) survival as a possible solution for escapment.  It will not hurt the bear populaitons.  Do 
not allow baiting for Ungulates. Preators yes but Deer and Elk, No. Make people hunt for their trophy and not just be able to pull them in by bait.
Allow baiting for bear hunting. It is an effective tool for harvesting bear; allowing the hunter to visually inspect each bear before deciding whether to harvest 
the bear.
Allow baiting of all animals hunted.
allow baiting of bear !!!!!!!!!!!!!
Allow baiting of bears, cougar, and waterfowl.
Allow Bear Bait
allow bear baiting
Allow for baiting of Bear and Cougar where conflicts between humans and said game are frequent.
allow hunters to bait bears, the population is increasing at such a fast pace, your finding bear in residentail areas.
Although I personally find baiting unethical, it can be an effective technique to handle wildlife in an urban setting.
Animals eat!!  Just because there is a bait pile doesn't mean every animal is going to be havested,  more deer and elk are killed with vehicles than are 
killed over a bait pile!!
Another law will make rules even more confusing.
Answer this question first: has baiting deer and elk been a problem or our you making one.
As a small farm owner I do not feel the need to change these rules.  I would make it nearly impossible for anyone to hunt on my land due to the small plots 
that I plant, and the game animals that use my horse/cow feeders.
As long as management levels are being acheived, nothing should change.
As long as people stick to their harvest limits, what is fair? We are talking about morality here that probably does not need to be foisted upon our fellow 
hunters.
bainting bear should be alloud no hounds
Baiting a bear should be legal.
baiting all game animals should be legal for hunting
Baiting allows selective harvest. True sportsmanship cannot be legislated. It is an internal/personal ethical state of mind. What is baiting? Food plots? 
Feeders? Alfalfa fields in prime locations? Canola fields in elk habitat? To legislate this is to open a can of worms. If the only problem with the current 
status is complaints from a few hunters leave it alone. I also think and you know that the current restrictions against baiting bears were done for political 
reasons and not sound game management.  Baiting/sportsmanship/ethics is personal and if it is not adversely affecting game populations (in fact it may be 
helping some species), let's not make outlaws out of citizens acting in good conscience. Personally I can't fathom a rifle hunter or muzzleloader shooting an 
animal over/around bait, but if that ishow they choose to hunt in good conscience and harvest ethically I'm not in favor of changing their methods and for 
some archers it seems like it can be a great experience. Let's not start micromanaging ethical, conscientious behavior.
baiting and hounds should both be legal for bears and cats, baiting for deer and elk is not hunting
Baiting and traping  bear  and cats should be legal.
Baiting any animal is SPINELESS--PERIOD!  It should be ILLEGAL STATEWIDE.
Baiting any big game species is like hunting from your truck. It's lazy. I do think bait could be used when removing a neusance animal or an animal that 
may be dangerous from suburban areas.
Baiting any game animal should be illegal.
Baiting bear and cougar should be legal.
baiting bear and hunting with dogs for cougar should be brought back
Baiting bear in areas where they are plentiful or  a threat should be allowed.
Baiting bear in suburban areas should be allowed and on state lands or where problem animals exist.
baiting bear should be allowed so should using hounds to hunt cougar.
Baiting bear should be lefal as it is a more selective hunting method and less sows with cubs would be killed during the season.
Baiting bear should be legal
baiting bear should be legal
Baiting bear should be legal statewide.
baiting bears should be legal
Baiting bears should be legal
baiting bears should be legal too.  People that do not have hunting licenses should not have been allowed to vote on baiting bears and hunting bear and 
cougar with dogs.  I think that the wdfw should decide the hunting rules not a bunch of vegans from the west side of the state.
Baiting Bears should be legal.
Baiting Bears SHOULD NOT be illegal!  Some of this depends on the definition of "Baiting".  Some Hunters consider a food plot as "Bait".
Baiting big game animals for hunting should be illegal.
Baiting big game animals for the purpose of hunting should be illegal on private lands.
Baiting big game animals should be allowed for archery hunters only.
baiting could be a way of harvesting deer and elk away from the populated areas... as they tend to go to the new subdivisions and become pests
Baiting could be used to control access issues. Bait could be set up to attract game only in safe to shoot areas.
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Baiting deer and elk does not provide and unfair advantage.  Those who believe that are misinformed.  Deer and elk are very wary animals and putting bait 
out does not constitute nor will it show a difference in harvest numbers given enough time for the data to come forth.  Those who complain about this are 
more than likely the animal activists who know nothing about wild life and there habits.  Those hunters who complain just don't know that these animals are 
not pushovers regardless of using bait or not.  This practice has only been legal for a couple of years and there needs to be at least 10 or more years of this 
activity and data accumulated to see if it is an unwise practice.  Again I say do not cow tow to those who complain and who are more than likely not even 
hunters.  I personally started baiting last year for deer and elk and saw no significant animal activity at my bait sites during hunting seasons.  There are 
certain times of year deer and elk will utilize say mineral licks and that time frame is usually passed by the time hunting seasons roll around.  Using food 
baiting deer and elk is not needed to harvist sucessful how ever bear baiting would greatly increase the chances of mature animals and [males] being 
harvisted bear are verydifficult to judge in the thick under brush of the north west bait would help insure more mature animals would be taken also opening 
a spring bear hunt in gmu 506 603 672 505 would be a nice addition
BAITING DEER AND ELK SOULD BE ALLOWED ON PRIVATE PROPERTY ONLY WITH THE LAND OWNERS CONSINT
baiting deer elk or an other animal should be legal
Baiting deer or elk is not a problem they are free grazers if a land owner wants to inprove his herd by planting biologic who says he is baiting. their is no 
difference then farmers growing crops.
Baiting Deer or Elk should be illegal on state land only.
Baiting definition should not include food plots or other habitat improvement actions.
BAITING FOR ANY BIG GAME ESPECIALLY BEARS AND DEER ALLOW MORE HARVEST SUCCESS AND IS A GREAT TRAINING TOOL FOR NEW 
LESS EXPERIENCED HUNTERS..IT IS ALSO A PROVED WAY TO HELP THE HUNTER BE MORE SELECTIVE..(BOAR BEARS,,)
Baiting for bear is completely ethical and should be allowed as a way to manage bear populations, especially near suburban areas.
Baiting for bear needs to be made legal.
Baiting for bear should also be legal.
baiting for bear should be a management option for wdfw.all other baiting isnt ethical in my opinion.
Baiting for bear should be allowed
Baiting for Bear should be allowed again.
Baiting for bear should be allowed.
Baiting for bear should be allowed.
Baiting for bear should be allowed. There is an over population of black bear. Dog hunting should also be allowed to control the populations of black bear 
and cougar.
Baiting for bear should be legal.
Baiting for bear should be legalized. The tags for spring bear season are supposed to help control the numbers of bears in areas that are receiving 'tree 
damage' yet your harvest numbers are not even close to what I'm sure you've projected for these hunts. I've drawn 2 of these tags and passed on 5 bear 
because of doubt about the sex, size, or presence of cubs with the bears seen. I don't believe that the majority of hunters would have so I'm sure there are 
numerous instances of motherless cubs out there or cubs being shot. Look at the money and success rate of the Quinault tribal areas where baiting is the 
normal method of choice. It's probably the only ethical way to hunt bears.
Baiting for bear should be made legal.
Baiting for bear was once  legal.....let's reinstate this for bear.
Baiting for Bear, Waterfowl and upland birds should be made legal.
Baiting for bears should be leagle once again
Baiting for bears should be legal again!
BAITING FOR BEARS SHOULD BE LEGAL AND BAITING FOR DEER & ELK SHOULD BE ILLEGAL
baiting for bears should be revisited to help control the populatin
baiting for deer and elk is just wrong.  just as well allow internet controlled firearms so people can shoot from a bait station while sitting at thier PC.    Baiting 
for lion and bear is the only real way of effectively havesting these animals (since you don't allow hound hunting), and should be allowed before it is too late 
(look at California and thier lions)
Baiting for deer and elk should be illegal!  But baiting for bear and cougar should be allowed
Baiting for deer and elk with natural foods should be legal as well as food plots and salt/mineral type licks or powders.
Baiting for deer,elk and all game animals should be illegal. The baiting must prove to be intentional and not just a hunter utilizing a natural opportunity.
baiting for deer/elk/bear should be allowed state wide.
Baiting has been around for thousands of years. Baiters do not make a significant impact on herds or populations. This smells like something injected by a 
bunch of anti hunters. In addition to that baiting has some good properties. You can identify and select an animal for a good clean kill without accidentally 
identifying or taking an animal which could be out of the hunting limits. I.E. Make sure it has 3 points in a 3 point unit.    I do not bait but if I was crippled one 
day I might want to use a bait station for deer.
BAITING IF REGULATED IS NOT DETREMENTAL TO HUNTING
Baiting in ANY form, for ANY animal SHOULD be illegal, unless the animal(such as a cougar, etc) are infringing on humans to the point of being dangerous 
to people or family pets, then I believe that baiting for the purpose of removing the problem animal, by trapping, or killing, whichever is needed to stop the 
problem once and for all.
Baiting is a challenging and time-consuming way of hunting, but it ensures greater safety for hunters and more time to select the right animal for harvest.  It 
should be legal for all species.
baiting is a mute point. the fact is that we hunt where the animal eats. sometimes that is in a berry field in the woods or a harvested grain field planted by a 
farmer.
Baiting is a proven technique for selective harvest.  It does not increase the success rate.
Baiting is a useful technique where there are too many critters but I think it is one of the more "unsportsman-like" hunting methods. It should be allowed for 
turkey, at least in NE Washington where we have experienced a "turkey explosion" and landowners are tired of walking in turkey poop.
BAITING IS AN EFFECTIVE WAY OF CREATING AN OPPURTUNITY TO KILL AN ANIMAL IN A CONTROLED ENVIROMENT.  YOU HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO DETERMINE THE SEX OF THE ANIMAL, THE EXACT NUMBER OF ANTLER POINTS, MAKE A GOOD SOLID CLEAN SHOT, AND TO BE 
SELECTIVE IN THE HUNT.  HUNTING AT A BAIT PILE ALMOST COMPLETELY ELIMINATES THE CHANCES OF MAKING A BAD SHOT AT AN 
ANIMAL AND HAVING IT RUN OFF AND SUFFER.  IT ALSO PREVENTS THE HUNTER FROM KILLING A MOTHER ANIMAL WITH YOUNGSTERS.  IT 
SHOULD ALSO BE LEGAL TO BAIT BEARS.
Baiting is an ethical issue hunters have been self managing for decades. It is a small community of people that do it. They are not bad and baiting actually 
allows the hunter to select their animal instead of taking whatever they can get. Most people opposed to baiting have never even been to a bait station and I 
believe their opinion has been formed without seeing the situation in action and without all the concepts which it provides. This is largely a political tool used 
by anti hunters to erode hunter rights.
Baiting is cruel and unsporting regardless of species.  Baiting for any and all animals should be banned.
Baiting is not hunting.
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Baiting is not hunting.  If I wanted to catch big rainbow trout every time I fished the Yakima River I would simply put a big fat worm on my hook, but I don't.  I 
obey the regulations.  Hunting is not a spectator sport.  If you cannot get you big butt out of a car, get off the road and spot animals then you should not be 
hunting.  To me it is no different than shooting from the roadway sitting in your truck.  Fair game / fair chase.  Not bait and shoot.
Baiting of any animal in the state of Washington should NOT be illegal.
baiting of any animals should be illegal
Baiting of bear should be allowed, at least on private land with reasonable restrictions (similar to what was enacted prior to the initiative that made in illegal 
to hunt bear over bait).
Baiting of bear should be legal also.
Baiting of bear should be legal if conducted within guidelines that keep baiting away from public areas where baiting activities would create nussiance bear 
activity.
baiting of bear should be repealed.
Baiting of bear should never have been outlawed. Last I heard Washington had the largest per acre population in the lower 48.
Baiting of game animals should ALWAYS be prohibited. This violates the concept of "Fair Chase" and no sportsman should support this issue.
baiting of game animals should be legal all applications as it is in many states
Baiting of predatory animals should be allowed.  What are cougar and bear doing to our calf and fawn survival rates.  In the past 5 years in the Blues I see 
more bears each year.  Bring back baiting and hounding.
Baiting should also be legal for bear and cougar.
baiting should be expanded in easter washington as well as some areas on the westside that are seeing increased population around expanding urban 
areas.
Baiting should be expanded to include bear and cougar since both of these species are coming into contact with humans and need to be more effectively 
controlled.
Baiting should be illegal on state and private land.  The issue is not whether or not it's on public land, but giving an unfair advantage to hunters.
baiting should be illegal period!!!
Baiting should be illegal period............
Baiting should be legal for all big game animals.
Baiting should be legal for all big game. It takes a lot of time, effort, and money to bait effectively.  so what is wrong with being rewarded for your 
investment.
Baiting should be legal for all game animals.
Baiting should be legal for bear again. I was not even aware that baiting was legal for deer and elk. It should not be except for private land.
Baiting should be legal period. Bear kill elk calves. A Couger kills a deer or elk every week. How can you sit back and let the deer and elk be slatered. Give 
them a chance and bring back baiting and hounds.
Baiting should be LEGAL statewide.
Baiting should never be illegal. It allows the hunter a better opportunity at making a more humane kill because the animal is not as spooky.
Baiting should not be legal except to remove problem animals such as bear and cougar when trapping them for removal.
Baiting should only be allowed for bear hunting.
Bear and cougar should be changed, new law purposed  cougar and wolf will take its toll on other wildlife
Bear and Couger should be allowed to bait hunt to control populations
Bear baiting I find as being ok
bear baiting must return along with hounds for bear hunting or else the black bears will overpopulate and some nature lovers will have their kid mauled or 
eaten by a hungry bear , then the city "nature lovers" will cry out and ask why didn't the government protect them? Without bait or dogs any professional 
outfitter will tell you that you have almost no chance of shooting a bear thus the current laws have in De FActo outlawed bear hunting without a De Jure 
action.
bear baiting should also be allowed.
Bear baiting should be allowed in areas meeting specific population gates. I'm torn for other species.
Bear baiting should be brought back for special permit areas to reduce the bear damage on the tree farms.
bear baiting should be legal
Bear Baiting should be legal.
Bear baiting should be legal.
Bear baiting should be legal.
Bear baiting should be made legal again, as long as the bait area is cleaned up after the season.
BEAR BAITING SHOULD BE RESTORED
Bear hunting should include baiting.
Bear population seems to be out of control. Consider being able to bait for bears again.
bear populations are increasing to the leval to create safty isues, and should be hunted with special permits over bait
bear should be legal to bait
bear&couger shold be allowed
black bears should be able to be baited. either with hounds or bait. one or the other, but not both.
Bring back baiting for bear
Bring back baiting for bears so less sows are being killed.
BRING BACK BEAR BAITING
Bring back Bear baiting to control numbers, even if you have to do it by draw to limit the numbers.
Bring back bear baiting to manage sound science.
But baiting bear should be legal statewide.
But I believe the bear should be added bak to the list of baiting.
Change this and it will really run more of the states hunters off, we are getting more and more of are chances taken from us.
COMMENT: If ther is a reason to change?  Has the baiting hurt the deer and elk population?  I think the answer to these is no, so why change.
Commentary: The bear and cougar populations are out of control due to the moratorium on baiting and hound-hunting passed into law a number of years 
ago.  This should NEVER have been put to a vote by the public in the first place.  The liberal and uneducated mindset of the general population in Western 
WA (King, Pierce & Snohomish counties specifically) simply out-voted conservation-minded (and underpopulated) Eastern WA voters.  WDFW needs to 
start managing the resources of this state and stop managing people.  Idaho, Montana, Wyoming and Colorado are excellent examples of how game 
management should be.  AND...they do it with 50-75% less bloated beauracracy than the WDFW too!
Consider special permits for baiting Bear only.
could be used in suburban areas.

Currently this is not legal in Washington but is in most states...This is a tree hugger question...A hunter cares less if tree stand and baits are being used.....
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deer and elk can efectively be pursued, bear encroachment is becoming ahazard and couger predation   is a signicant problem in areas I have hunted the 
past years. Dear herds are on the decline throughout the areas . Special permits or seasons for baiting should be concidered
define a food plot vs. a garden, clearly, then try to determine if an animal was baited or not.
Define baiting more specifically.. Are you refering to using doe urine???
depending on where you bait the deer and elk this food could help give the extra nutrition needed to servive winter. I know that at the end of late archery I 
always have alot left for them to pick through . When I return in the spring there is still a little left over.
Depends on what is considered baiting.  If calling for deer/elk is considered baiting the rule should not change. If you're referring to salt licks and similar 
types of food baiting I am against it.
Did not know this was legal. Private land with owners written permission is fine. Any other land, where is the fair chase?
Does anyone think a salt/mineral lick really makes that big a difference.
Does it really have an effect?
DON'T KNOW ENOUGH ABOUT THIS TOPIC
Don't let the PAWS / PETA lovers get to you guys. Baiting is legal right now, don't let them take another thing away from us. In fact you should let us bait 
bear again. You let these crazy animal fanatics influence your decision several years ago and look what happened. There are bear anc cougar population 
explosions all over the place. Lets transplant all the bears and cougars to King County! Lets see how they like that!
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the bucks and bulls fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be 
taken care of and developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Enforcement is already thin, don't add more laws that won't/can't be enforced. Baiting big game is not that effective.
Even if you outlaw bait...where is the enforcement?  How do you enforce it?
Everyone understands how difficult it is to get close to wild game. That is why modern firearm hunters like to be able to shoot 500 yards. I would suspect 
that many of the hunters who do object to baiting are the same hunters who want to keep their rifle that they can shoot 500 yards from a 5 shot magazine. 
They are probably the same oones who want to illiminate rut hunts for archers. If those hunters attempted to hunt with archery or muzzleloader equipment, 
they would understand how little effect baiting has on the harvest for primitive weapon hunters. We still have to hit them.
Exept we should be able to bait bear.
Fair chase, as a master hunter baiting to me is not fair chase
Fair chase.
food bait should be illegal
game department does it all the time
Hounds and bait for bear and cougar!
How exactly is "baiting" defined?  Scents (e.g., doe urine), food plots (e.g., clover patches in the woods)?  If it has not been illegal to date, has it even been 
a problem?  More information needs to be developed / made available, before charging off, tilting any wind mills.    Limitation of baiting on various 
classifications of public land is inappropriate.  If it should be limited, it should be on a statewide and/or species wide basis, regardless of whether the land is 
private or public.
How many hunters actually use bait? And what is the difference between "bait" and hunting in an apple orchard? How can you contemplate lengthening 
seasons then even consider changing this?
How will you define bait, certain crops and fruit trees  are planted attract big game animals is that bait.  What about salt blocks that are placed on private 
lands or on public lands by WDFW or the US Forest Service for the benefit of these animals, is that bait?
Hunting is about fair chase and baiting is for the Texas and the mid west folks. Nothing upsets people more than seeing baited animals.
I already thought it was illegal.
I also believe that bear baiting and hound hunting should also be allowed again.  The big Timber industries bait bears and hire hound hunters every year to 
kill bears that the paying hunters could be doing.  Give these same opportunities to everyone else.
I also think you should reinstate baiting for bears just in the Western Washington.
I always thought it was illegal for deer and Elk also! But it truly is needed on Bear!

I am not a biologist but if we start baiting deer and elk I don't think we will be doing any good for future generations.  I believe the populations will drop 
dramatically, besides hunting should involve some hard work for the reward.  Sitting in a lounge chair with a bail of alfalfa is not considered hunting to me.
I am tired of making every thing illegal. I don't agree with baiting deer or elk but if one choosed to do it then it should be their choice with in reason.
i bait deer. I archery hunt. Every year i pass up on the average at least 50 to 70 bucks a year. Baiting also lets you manage for bigger and healthier deer 
you do not feed them all winter so they disapate and go back to ther normal routine. I feel it gives the deer and elk a little shot in the arm to help them get 
through the winter. Also what is the difference weather you hunt over an alfalfa feild that is man planted that every deer and elk in the neighborhood flock 
into so will this now be illegal? Food plots are very effective management tools and keep the population very healthy. I also think that baiting bear should be 
legal and have a extra permit that would be puchased and a survey that would have to be filled out at the end of the season
I bait for all animals---deer-bear-wolf-cougar-moose-squirrels-grouse---all natural foods to help them all I can to survive in the wilds as cattle populations 
have caused hardships on all animals since the governor allows cattle to graze on game lands in eastern WA.  Always will feed wildlife---
I believe in the "fair chase" so no baiting of any kind.
I believe our couger population has to be maintained. WE NEED TO DO SOMETHING. I have seen a loss of houshold pets, horse's and cows being taken 
by them in the Buckley, Enumclaw area's.
i believe there should be no baiting on deer of elk.
I could go either way on this one.   Folks should not be allowed to hunt over a bait site, but supplemental feeding shoudl be allowed outside of hunting 
seasons.   We should allow the baiting of Bears.
I did not know that baiting Deer & Elk was legal in Washington state. I did know that it was Illegal to bait bear & cougar, which I think should be changed. I 
believe that you should be able to bait bear & cougar before baiting deer or elk.
I DID NOT KNOW THIS WAS LEGAL.  IF SO I WOULD HAVE PUT MY TEENAGE SONS ON A SALT LICK YEARS AGO.  I WOULD KEEP THEM IN A 
GENERAL AREA AWAY FROM THE MASSES OF HUNTERS CREATING A SAFER SITUATION FOR MY SONS.
I didn't know baiting deer and elk was legal. I bet many others don't know it also. If baiting becomes illegal on any animal, I believe one way would be bait to 
be removed x days prior. Thereby establishing a time period rather than just stating an illegal situation.
I didn't realize baiting for deer and elk was legal and have not ever seen anyone baiting. Hound hunting and bear baiting were outlawed and should not 
have been. I do think baiting would give the hunter an unfair advantage but each to his own.
I do believe we need to bring baiting bear back for better bear control. deer and elk baiting should not be legal anywhere.
I do not think people with the money to pay for a private hunt should be able to bait animals.  What is good for one is good for all.
I do not think that "absolutes" serve game management well.  I think that these restrictions should be hunting area specific.  If there is significant 
overpopulation, keep one options open.
I don bait any big game animals, however I am strongly opposed to creating more laws if current objectives are being met.
I don't bait deer or elk but wish we could go back to baiting bear like other states allow.
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I don't bait deer or elk, but I have considered it.  However, if it is allowed I feel there should be some limits, mainly to keep from introducing weeds or other 
noxious alien species into the state.
I don't bait, but we should not enact laws because some hunters think it enethical.  In fact, we should bring houds and bait hunting back for bears and 
cougars because their popluations are out of control.
I don't know a single hunter that baits for deer or elk.  if it is not broken don't waist time money and resources fixing a non existant problem.  Conservation 
officers have plenty to deal with now
I DONT KNOW ANY ONE WHO BAITS AND CANT REALLY SEE IT AS A PROBLEM
I don't know anybody that baits and on very rare times do I see any signs of baiting, I hunt on public land and  if I bait I will attract more hunters than 
animals.
I don't personally suport baiting however, I don't see much difference between shooting a deer or elk out of an alfalfa or wheat field and supplying some 
other food source food.  Living in Northeast washington, it appears that baiting doesn't seem to have a negative impact on the whitetail population.
I don't support baiting for any species.
i don't think baiting deer and elk is a big problem. whats the difference between baiting and hunting in an apple orchard, or a wheat field?
I feel animals should not be baited to get shot.  If someone wants to go hunting then the can walk and look for the animals not set a wait for them to come 
and eat bait.
I feel baiting big game animals should be legal state-wide including bear.  Baiting game animals  allows the hunter to select a better kill area reducing the 
possibilty of a wounded animal and  also can help control the danger of hunting in urban areas.
I feel only a hand full of people bait but this winter thank goodness they did, I think you should educate people on baiting so they no the dangers of nose to 
nose contact of deer and elk in winter yards and so they know to keep there bait sites clean and always spread out to prevent problems Besides who are 
we to say if you own land and plant alfalfa thats ok but its not ok to have corn feeder tough subject i personally think it is ok but hunters should be extra 
carefull not to hurt our image
I feel that baiting beer should be reinstated and allowed statewide.
I feel that baiting for bear should be brought back, especially with the increasing bear populations which I believe is caused from less people hunting bear 
and less of a bear harvest each year since baiting became illegal.
I feel that baiting should be OK in urban area's, this will help get a better kill shot to prevent the animal from dying in someone's back yard.
I feel that bear should be legal to bait
I guess by baiting deer and elk you are referring to food plots. If so you need to shove it. If a hunter goes to all the time to put in a food plot, the animals 
benefit and the hunter is intitled to use it. The food plot is a great idea, and remember it isn't free. Time and money invested to put one in on matter were its 
located, and the deer and elk need more of them. The Game Dept. used to put in food plots. in the blues, but costs keep them from doing so anymore. The 
animals still show there almost every night being they stoped planting 20 years ago.
I had no idea baiting deer and elk was illegal. I don't want to see Washington turn into anything like the hellhole that Texas has become. Baiting deer and 
elk should be illegal STATEWIDE.
I have never baited for elk no did I think it was legal, but I don't support the ban on baiting because of what it has done to our bear issues.  Ban bear baiting 
now seems like the only people getting bears our the professionals that are "hired" to take out problem bears. How much money did we loose because of 
hunters no longer buy bear tags since baiting and dogs are taken away?
I have never baited.   I assume baiting means hunting over items a person has placed, and does not mean hunting game in a field or orchard where ag 
crops are grow and harvested. I support hunting over ag crop lands.
I have never encountered anybody that baits big game animals in the field, I doubt that it is a significant problem, only another attack against hunting in any 
fashion by special interest groups.
I have never seen any thing used to bait deer or elk (not counting wheat and grain fields for profit) I do  not know if it even works. So I'm not too concerned 
that it even a problem.  We should allow baiting for bears and cougar as a means to target certain types and certain ones.
I myself do not bait any thing but I think it is ok for one in a wheel chair or old timer that can't get around would be OK. I do believe bear & cougers should 
be baited to keep the population down
I myself don't bait.  If I did it would only help put meat on the table.  People that bait are more like to take a larger buck or to try to get them from housing 
areas.  Baiting is ok
I need more facts, and data

i never knew it was leagle to bait deer and elk.  in wisconsin it is a big deal, 2 gallons of bait per day (or so).  where is it addressed in the regulations??????
I never knew it was legal. I'll have to try it!
I own 30 acres of Eastern Washington land populated by does which I do not shoot (archery) as I "know" most of them and their fawns. However when a 
legal three point buck comes a-distance to service the does then I consider him legal game.  He is elusive... I am 70 ....  so for my favorite stand I like to put 
out apples.  Maybe in the rest of my lifetime I will have a shot at a big buck.  :-)

I realize that the "public" ( I-5 corridor) voted to ban baiting for potentially dangerous animals, so why is it I can bait easier to find animals like deer and elk?
I really don't know of many hunters that have better success with bait
I see no problem in baiting game animals. In many states in the east it is legal to bait on private land only. Just because you use bait does not mean that 
you will harvest an animal.
I see this mailny as a method for archery hunters to get a clean shot. I believe in quick kills.
I strongly agree that baiting any and all game animals should be illegal.  It provides an unfair advantage to the hunter and encourages animals to migrate to 
more densly populated areas and rely on artificial food sources for survival.
I strongly believe baiting for bear should be legal.
I support baiting for bears as well, why deer and elk but not bear?
I support limited bear baiting, but don't really have an opinion on deer and elk.
i think baiting bear should be legalized
I think baiting for Bear should be brought back as well
I think baiting for deer and elk should be illegal averywhere. Baiting for bear should be legal.
I think it would be easier to answer this question if a definition of baiting were supplied. I rarely see any baiting while in the woods. The only activity that I 
have seen is some salt being laid out well before the season opens near specified tree stands or blinds. I don't think this provides an unfair advantage, 
because the hunters that work that hard during the offseason to scout and put up stands are usually better stewards of the land and create better 
opportunities because they spend more time in the woods. I think it has little to do with the actual salting.
I think that the  game agent have more significant issues to deal with. this would be a difficult one to enforce. It is such a minor issue in the scope of the 
rest of management that I would table it.
I think that the baiting of bear should be allowed
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I think that the law on bearbaiting is wrong and was done unconstitutionl according the the Washington State Constitution.  You can't have more than one 
item at a time on a bill to vote on.   When the public voted there was bearbaiting and hound hunting for bears and houndhunting for Cougers. There was 3 
thing on one bill.   I am very ashamed at our justice system for falling the sportsman and the public for allowing this to happen.
I think that would blow up in your face. You would have to close hunting in half the state, because all the CRP fields, apple trees and gardens. You would 
have to arrest all the people that shot deer and elk off of them. I dont think that would be a good idea.
I think that you should be able to bait all Game animals, large or small. They do it all over the United States and Canada, i don't see their animal 
populations decreasing from it. I think that the liberals in seattle have way to mutch power over our hunting laws .
I think the law is backwards, baiting for bear that are exetremely hard to hunt on foot, and are causing a lot of urban problems should be allowed. Where as 
baiting for deer and elk other than hunting by natural food sources should be illegal, It just makes hunting from stands easier and eliminates the concept of 
fair chase.
I think WA should take a look at some other states that allow baiting and develop a plan that allows  and limits baiting where applicable.
i think washington is restricting itsself out of the hunting industry we should not only continue deer and elk bait we should reinstate bear,waterfowl,and 
upland baiting allowed
I thought it was illegal to bait deer and elk now.    P.S. I know where there are some salt licks, bet they should be illegal now.
I would like to see baiting for bear legal....now that dogs cannot be used. It ensures a ethical, clean harveest opportunity...
I would like to see more data than simply a belief that baiting provides an unfair advantage.
I would like to see the baiting of bear worked to be changed back to legal.  This would allow for a more controlled harvest of bears in certain areas as a 
hunter would be able to evaluate a bear better before deciding to harvest it.
I would love to have bear baiting legal in this state.
I would support bear baiting on private property through a permit basis.
I would support no change with the exception of re-introducing the idea af baiting bear.
I'd allow bear baiting.
If any changes are to be made, I believe it should be all or nothing.  You can speed on this road  but not on this one.  Too confusing.
if baiting is to restricted on one game animal, then it should also apply to all game animals.
If baiting is used it should only be used on private land. Either by the landowner or if the landowner allows guests to bait.
If hunters believe that then they do not have to bait.  Why would you cater to a minority of people?
If it becomes illegal though it should be statewide, so the game is not baited to only the private land (hunt clubs and such). The general public hunters 
should have as equal opportunity as possible compared to the wealthy...
if it has not had a detrimental effect on the populations so far, why change it?
if it is to be a sport than lets keep it a sport
If it wasn't for our food plots we create for our deer and elk they would have a harder time surviving harsh winter conditions. We can only kill 1 Elk and 1 
Deer a year anyway, it's not like Georgia where you can kill 10-12 deer, of course Georgia Game department makes huge food plots for there animals that's 
why they have so many animals.
If there is a problem, and too many animals are being killed, fix it, if not leave it the way it is
If they are willing to spend their money, and give their efforts, then there should not be any regulations. I agree with less regulations on this matter.
If we could bait bears I would agree with the others.
If we could still bait bears we would be having the problems we are haveing
If we make a big deal out of a none problem the same thing that happened with bear and cougar will occure.  And another issue will arrise, is WDFW going 
to prohibit feeding birds, deer and elk by none hunting public, how do you define whether a person is feeding or baiting.
If you own alfalfa fields near hanford is that baiting?  The definition of baiting is getting larger and larger.  If you ban baiting, it maybe  a useful tool in urban 
areas or areas that need attention due to crop damage.  Ethically it seems to be an issue with hunters.  I don't bait and I don't need to, but if your 
handicapped or need to get animals close it may be a good thing.  I think it should be illegal for outfitters who put out bait for deer and elk and throw up a 
trail cam only to find bears eating bait....Limit the type of bait so this may not happen.  tough choice.
I'm finding bait stands all the time now, mostly for bear.  Not sure any new law will make a difference unless the game dept. can increase staffing for 
enforcement.
IN 20 years of hunting I have never seen this.... Its not enough of an issue to spend time on
In areas where nuisance herds are forming, baiting should be specifically allowed by permit.  This would be particularly helpful in managing herds in 
urbanized areas where nuisance animals pose hazards to property and persons, and the WDFW should consider developing baiting stations for senior and 
disabled hunters, maintained by the department.
It does matter to me.
It dont work so why not enhance health of herd
It hasn't been a problem and doesn't need fixing.
It is hard enough for handicap people to hunt. We can only pray to ever see a bear. leave alone deer and elk baiting.
It seems nobody ever brings this up except WDFW every 3 years.  Leave well enough alone.  Deer bainting is  a proven, long accepted way of hunting.  It is 
almost a religion in states like Texas
It should also be legal to bait bears.
It should also be legal to bait bears. This remains one of the most effective tools for selective harvesting of bears and would reduce the number of problem 
bear calls at a zero cost to tax payers.
It should be legal to bait All big game animals statewide, on public land, on state land, and on private land
it should be legal to bait bear
It should be legal to bait bear, fowl, deer, and elk.  The end purpose of hunting is food, fur, and feathers.  How it is achieved is of no consequence.  Only the 
number left to sustain the herd is important.
It should be legal to bait bear. Bears are a big reason the deer and elk populations are down. I believe that the regular kills by cougar and bear are a greater 
cause in the decrease of the deer and elk than hunting.
it's true that there are some positive things to say about baiting however it's generally not necessary I would support baiting for bears which would allow for 
positive ID prior to shooting but deer and elk is unnecessary.
I've never heard anyone complain about, or even participate in, the baiting of deer and/or elk. If it becomes a problem and eventually has to be banned, 
then it needs to be on all public and private land to keep private property owners from having an unfair advantage over hunters on nearby public land.
KEEP DEER BAITING LEGAL !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Kind of strange that when the greenies were able to pass the B.S. No baiting bears and No tracking cougars with dogs laws, that those same idiots are now 
whining about the increased contacts with those species. Pretty soon we are going to see children being eaten alive because of those laws. Change them 
back to the way they were so that these predators can have some fear of the human predators and stay in the woods.
Know I know how my friends get that big deer every year.  I thought is was all illegal.
LEAVE IT THE WAY THAT IT IS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
legalize baiting for bear
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Legalize baiting for bear, to give the archery people a crack at them, try and have bait legal for like three week peiod and after or befor that it is illegal
let us bait for bear
lets give bait permits for bear and cougar , look at idahos program looks good to me.
lets go hunting,not sniveling
Lets not let the the super minority rule over the super majority.
Look at where the ban on bear baiting has gotten us.
lots of issues since baiting was stopped controll it, permits, maybe spring hunts
Make it illegal for all species of big game .
make it legal to bait bear, deer, elk and cougar and hunt with dogs for cougar,bear and hogs.
Manage the animials not people
Mast crops and agriculture are forms of baiting and play a role in herd management as does personal baiting.  I have lived and hunted in many states that 
have both allowed and restricted baiting.  When the hunter harvest his/her animal and obtained the state bag limit they are done regardless if bait lead to 
the harvest or not.
Maybe defining fair chase in the form of a pamflet attached to the hunteing regs would curb baiting for deer and elk.
More studies need to be done on this issue. I assume by baiting you are referring to food plots. Since I don't see alot of hunter hunting over "food plots" I 
am not sure this is all that common of a practice in our area. How does this effect success ratios? Is it effective enough to impact herd populations?
My experience in hunting Washington for twenty plus years I have observed very little baiting of deer and elk
Natural bait areas only.  Example may be accessible apples in an apple orchard, the orchard is already there, one can come in and slice apples for animals, 
but it is already a â€œnatural bait areaâ€�.
Need to bring back baiting and dogs for hunting bears.
no
No Baiting
no baiting for deer or elk, bear should be legal, bring back the dogs for bear and cougars
No baiting should be allowed at all
no change it is not a problem we should be able to bait bear also if it were not for the tree huggers from the west side
No good choice for hunters. All means of baiting should be allowed and hunters should not be restricted period
No good reason to bait deer and elk. There are good resons to bait bear.
NOBODY IS FORCING THE PEOPLE THAT DON'T LIKE BAITING TO BAIT. WHY ANY HUNTER WOULD WANT TO LOSE THIS TOOL IS BEYOND 
ME.
Not enough people do it.
not in favor of baiting
offer a spring bear hunt in more western washington units.
OOPS! LET the cat out of the bag on this one! Not Listing (can do things) and selected changes in seasons, hunter qualifications, and harvest methods, will 
open the eyes of the masses. Gonna lose alotta ground here!
Outlawing baiting for bears was a pathetic example of unaware urbanites making changes that have no biological basis.  I don't know the answer to this 
problem but the dept must be proactive in pushing for science to be paramount in dept rulemaking.
People are only allowed one animal per year,so what's the big deal?The money that is put into a tag,fuel,lodging ,etc.would'nt be wasted.I would like to see 
my chances to harvest my animal be closer to 90 percent.I go fishing expected to catch fish,I go hunting hoping to see a animal I can harvest.Make baiting 
legal to muzzle loaders and archers wouldnt hurt a thing.
Private  land only
private land owners have been baiting Elk and deer for years, to keep them on there land, so only the land owner can hunt them.( it time for that to stop.)
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Quit making so many rules and just let people hunt.   Remove weapons from the game wardens belt to insure respect for the customer(hunter).
reinstate bear baiting.....
reinstitute bait on bear.
Remove the ban on baiting bear
removing baiting for bear was the dumbest thing this state has done since it banned hunting bears with hounds. Most hunters wont bait anything but it 
SHOULD BE LEGAL for all big game animals!!!!
salt and minarels are good for all game it makes a healthyer herd.during hunting season thay dont realy use them much anyways
SERIOUSLY???? WHY TAKE ANOTHER CHINK OUT OF OUR ARMOR? MORE AND MORE RULES AND REGULATIONS INHIBITING OUR HUNTING 
IS JUST MORE FREEDOM WE'LL NEVER GET BACK
should allow baiting for bear
Should go back to the legislature to allow baiting for bear for archery only!
Should have defined baiting. I could not find it in the game phamplet definitions. Using food or salt licks should be prohibited unless on private property to 
manage problem wildlife, but using scents should not be prohibited.
Should not be allowed at all - anywhere in state
Since cougar and bears are not hunted with hounds and no baiting for bears, I have had several encounters with both.  I live in rural Kitsap county and see 
at least 5-8 bears and at least one cougar each year in my back yard.  And ten years ago while hunting elk un GMU 513 with muzzleloaders, one of my 
hunting partners was attacked by 3 cougars.  He shot the biggest one at 32 feet.  The other two lost interest and left.  Both cougar and bear seem to not 
have the fear of man they use to have.  There needs to be baiting for bears and hound hunting for both cougar and bears.  The balance of nature is in the 
hands of man now.  That's why the Dept's has biologist to help determine if/how to maintain the population at hunting levels.
Some call it baiting, others call it feeding. I feed animals on my property rear around, plants crops for the wildlife to eat, I love to watch the young all 
summer, deer, phesant, quail, and turkey. I love hunt in the fall. I feel my feeding and wildlife crop enhancement has made life much easier for the wildlife 
around my local area.

States that have had experience with chronic wasting disease have found that herds that feed in close proximity with each other, which would occur in 
baiting situations, are more prone to transmitting the disease to other deer. Baiting is not only an unhealthy situation for the herd, but also unsportsmanship.
Stop giving the landowner 5-10 tags a year unless they have removed all food sources from the land atleast 10 days before hunting season.
thats not hunting to me.  the thrill of the hunt is to know where they hang out and go find them. if you pour out food for them and they come in to eat it, that 
sort of takes the sport out of it to me. tracking an animal is half the fun of finally bagging that deer or elk you've had your eye on for so long. and to bait 
them in is just lazyness!  thats not hunting.
The animals get help from alot of people,not just the killers.people should not be allowed to hunt around bite piles.
The Anti hunters will love this question!
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the baiting of bears should be allowed as it has been illegally withheld from sportmen by an improper initiative that has since been superceded to allow 
hound hunting for cougars and bears and the use of paid contractor on private land to use bait to leathally "trap" bears (which is also illegal for the public.)
The bear baiting / cougar hound intiative was unconstitutional because it took on two separate issues.  You need to change your stance on that and stand 
up for the constitutional rights as stated in the Washington State Constitution.  We need the ability to use dogs and bait again.
The bears.. the cougars... grrr.
The definition of baiting becomes very important to this question.  Does baiting include food plots planted for the purpose of improving habitat, but not for 
harvest?
The diffinition of baiting must be include for me to support this change. With this proposed change you could opened up a box of worms allowing anti 
hunters to claim wildlife is being drawn into feeding areas and being baited.
The effiect is minimal and usually done by locals.
The idea that baiting gives an unfair advantage comes from people who are not spending hours of labor attempting to setup a bait site.
The more regs you have the less hunters  you will have!
The only baiting that should be allowed is for Black Bears in areas of overpopulation only
The only change should be to make it legal to bait bears. It is a real good managment tool to be able to watch a bear and make sure it is mature and does 
not have cubs.
The only ones who are crying about this are the ones who are to lazy to go up into the hills durring the off season.  They simply want to go out once a year 
with their high power canons and kill anything that moves.  Baiting helps out the archery and muzzleloader hunters.  I don't think anything should change.  
Besides I like feeding the deer where I live so I have them around all year.  There are some of us who enjoy seeing animals all year round.  They just look 
better during hunting season!
The use of bait to lure a big game animal should be left to the individual. If he/she does not conform to the standards of FAIR CHASE HUNTING then the 
results of their hunt should be excluded form any and all record books.
tHE WAY YOU ASK YOUR QUESTIONS, TELLS ME THE DEPT. IS AGAINST BAITING......BAITING FOR BEAR SHOULD BE LEGAL
The WDFW should try to make baiting Bear Legal statewide. The population of bear has risen since that law was applied, we have seen signs of that 
already by the amount of bear that have been seen in & around towns. The population is not healthy.
There doesn't seem to be a huge harvest related to the baiting of deer and elk.  Farmers use their wheat and alfalpha fields, and so do many hunters who 
know where to go.  Natural apple orchards also work.  Baiting with apples or apple scent is no different and probably doesn't work as well.  Hunters need to 
have some way to try and get animals in closer, or the harvest will significantly drop.
There is no need for baiting.
there is nothing wrong in helping insure your luck wiyh hunting by baiting
There should be baiting for predators of all kinds allowed...coyote, bear, cougar,bobcat, etc.
these are all tactics to harvesting a mature animal in a controlled enviroment
These question should not be allowed, as it infringes on American Rights. It is a pointed question that will draw predictable answers from the general public. 
The same thing happened with bear hunting, and cougar hunting, and at first it cost the state monies with having to hire professional hunters to do whatever 
it took to eliminate game animals. Now, we are back to "limited draw" in that area to help eliviate costs-all because of poor management. Lets not re-do 
those same mistakes with these game animals!
Think about this people who helping the animals out would be baiting right?
This doesn't lump well. Bears and Cougars should be baitable.
This is not a big problem, leave it alone. How many deer are shot off of bait? Almost none...this isn't Texas.
This is ridiculous.  That becomes to hard to enforce.  We all hunt over their food, natural or introduced.  We need to reintroduce baiting for bear, cougar, 
etc. !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
This is still AMERICA IS'NT IT ?
This law would be hard to monitor, and enforce.
This removes the unfair chase aspect of hunting if it is illegal as it should be.
This sounds like an opportunity to generate a bit of revenue. How is baiting really different from trapping?  Successful baiting takes a lot of time and 
devotion just like trapping, why not educate the hunters who choose to bait so they are more successful. Charge a small fee for baiting permits.
This sounds like more of an ethical issue.
Those hunters that feel baiting provides an unfair advantage have obviously never baited.  It is a lot more difficult than it sounds and doesn't really work.  
deer and elk are wild animals that are not easily baited.  For those that feel it is an unfair advantage, one there is nothing saying they can't do it and two, if 
they don't want to bait there is nothing saying they have to do it.  they just want to have something to complain about.
Too many restrictions already.  Instead of making regs more restrictive you should be going the other direction
use a special permit for baiting bears only and have it in the early summer no sows with cubs
Use sound wildlife conservation and mangement. The wildlife belongs to the state.
Using bait for bear and the use of hounds for bear and or cougar should be reopened state wide, the cougar numbers are climbing in Yakima County and 
the people who voted to ban baiting and hounds are the ones complaining about loosing there little poodle and so forth.
Using Dogs for Cougar hunts should be legalized for every Hunter that apply for a permit
Very few hunters employ feeding techniques for deer or elk
want to use bait go to texas or some other state that thinks that is hunting!!
Water fowl and game birds are baited, as they are hunted in crop lands and natural areas, ie, fence rows, ponds, stubbel fields. Bears are going crazy 
under this no bait policy. Deer and elk are a nusence in many areas for crop land. It's all natural, except bears and cougars our two biggest sources of 
human-aminal injury contact. OPEN OUR EYES !!!!! bears and cats need bait or dogs for effective control.
way more deer benefit from  being fed during hunting season than are killed because of it.   Prove or disprove scientifically   leave the emotions off the 
table.
wdfw should stick to sound scientific managment not hunter ethics
we all know the only problem with baiting is the mess do you know how much revenue could be made on selling a baiting permit especially for bears then 
the wdfw would know where the bait is and whos bait it is if garbage is reported or complaints are made they will know who to contact trust me a successful 
bait takes alot of time in the feild and better quality animals are harvested over baits with a more ethical shot presented in a more "controlled" environment 
the people dont know what is best ie cougar pilot program nice way of saying we need dogs to kill cougars
We are over run with bear. Why baiting for bear was dropped ?!
We make food plots to help out the big game animals survive the winters. We are trying to increase our health of our herds. We need more food plots 
specifically for our Elk and our Declining Mule Deer populations.
we need to bait bear too  they are becoming a problem
WE RUN INTO A PROBLEM WITH HUNTERS THAT SHOOT DEER AND ELK OFF OF OR AROUND ALFALFA FIELDS IN EASTERN WASHINGTON. 
THIS COULD BE CONSIDERED BAITING IN THE RIGHT CIRCUMSTANCE AS IS SHOOTING OVER A WHEAT OR CORN PATCH IS FOR DUCKS.
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We should allow baiting for bear and cougar again. Washington state has an abundance of these animals, but these predators are nearly impossible to 
locate during shooting hours without some sort of bait to attract them.
we should be able to bait bear
We should change the rule on bear baiting and allow it
what do they consider baiting, theres alot of hunters that hunt farmers feilds is that considerd baiting
What do you mean by baiting? Is planting clover baiting?
What is baiting.... Do scents qualify as "bait"?   What about farmer Browns alfalfa field.   Need more definition and or criteria.   I personally do not use bait 
but know many that do.   Private hunting clubs will surely object.   After all, Saturday morning sports show glorify food plots?  Yucko.
What is baiting? We all bait in some form. Sitting on the edge of a grain/ hay field. setting up over a waterhole, berryfield etc. using decoys and calling is all 
some form of baiting. So what is the difference if you sit out in a corn field or throw some out along a game trail, other than the fact, it would deperse the 
hunting public away from natural bait locations like hay fields waterholes etc.
whats next, the animals may get some quick food but if you took asurvey of animals shot while eating apples or what ever it would be not very high..bears 
on the other hand should be legal also
Whats the difference between sitting in a orchard or a baitpile of apples?  Absolutely nothing.  Bear hunting is effed up due to banning bait.  Dont screw up 
a fun activity for hunters.  It's not always about killing as trail timer photography is much more fun over a baitpile.  If it aint broke, dont fix it!
When we have to chase nine bear a week away from our house and young children baiting bear should be legal to push them back away from my family.
Where bears are peeling trees on private land, baiting should be allowed.
who baits deer or elk? never heard of it.  thats a game animal that should be still hunted. but lets take a look at baiting bear. what did we gain by shutting 
that down, nothing. bear are an animal that should be legal to bait for many reason's. bear lay in shady swamps through out the day and come out in the 
cool of the night, it's almost impossiable to still hunt bear, and all the logging units are grown up to much to see them if the were there. #2 look at the way 
you can take time and judge you bear and then deliver a nice kill shot if baiting was still legal. i've been hunting for a few years and rarely have a seen a 
season or oportunity get taken away ,then givin back even if the reason's to reinstate it are there. and if it is reinstated it goes to some special guide's " as 
in the early closing of the steelhead fisheries on the sauk and skagit, but allowing a few guides to still fish, and i think a few of them even took clients 
down!!"  now to me thats wrong,  but i guess thats what this survey is for.
Why does WDFWkeep bringing this up every chance it gets.  Most people including many hunters don't even know baiting is and always has been legal.  
Why keep bring it up?  I can only assume that WDFW would likd to see all baiting outlawed.  Stop kicking the sleeping dog on this one
Why have to change everything?  Keep it the same.  Don't take away our rights.  I do not bait, or would want to bait deer/elk.  But if I had to feed my family 
for some reason it should not be illegal.
Why keep bringing this up?  Its not even an issue except when WDFW brings it up every chance it gets.
Why not?  If other states allow it, and are able to sustain herd size/numbers why can't we?
why waste time on this
Why would this be an issue. We have already seen what illegalizing Bear baiting has done. Now we pay more to manage the species than we ever did.
Why would you want to bait deer and elk when you can't bait bears?
With increased populations of bear, and more bear human interactions, baiting of bear should be allowed.
With rising bear populations, baiting for bears should be legal, with rules and restrictions...
With the restriction of baiting bear and cougar being illegal, we have created a bigger urban wildlife problem.  We don't want to create a bigger urban 
problem by making baiting illegal.
Would  like to see baiting for bears reinstated
Would like to see bear baiting allowed during Bear seasons again.
wow why not bait something that needs to be baited, uhh bears, allowing harvest of boars instead of random bear sightings turning into shootings turning 
into dead sows maybe bear baiting would have been a better question
you can bait all you want but come general hunting season deer and elk disaper and don't coe near bait
you cant make it illegal to bait one and not the other because it would be to hard to enforce. I firmly believe that baiting is not an unfair advantage because 
Ive baited before and plenty of seasons failed to put meat in the freezer.
You have to be very careful how you define baiting. A simple food plot is not baiting because it is so subjective almost every thing that is man planted could 
be considered baiting.
you should look at what is considered bait.
you should reinstate baiting for bear and the use of hounds for cougar and bear should also be reinstated
you will put all those alfalfa growers out of business.the store i work for sells about six tons of deer corn a week from october to december.besides,feed 
deer taste better.
you've aready screwed up the bear hunting  now you want to screw with deer and elk hunting too
Youy didn't mention Bear.  I think baiting of all big game animals should be legal.  Especially where they are posing a threat to humans or crops.  Is hunting 
waterfowl in a harvested corn field illegal?  Where do you draw the line.
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Issue 9:
The current restrictions that apply to muzzleloader equipment used during a muzzleloader hunting seasons include the following:
A muzzleloading firearm is loaded from the muzzle and uses black powder or a black powder substitute as recommended by the manufacturer 
for use in muzzleloading firearms.
Ignition is to be wheel lock, matchlock, flintlock, or percussion using original style percussion caps that fit on the nipple and are exposed to the 
elements. Shot shell and 209 primers are not legal.

Sights must be open, peep, or of other open sight design. Fiber optic sights are legal. Telescopic sights or sights containing glass are not legal.
It is not legal to have any electrical device or equipment attached to a muzzleloading firearm while hunting.
A muzzleloading firearm used for deer must fire a single, nonjacketed lead projectile of nominal 40 caliber or larger, except that buckshot size #1 
or larger may be used in a smoothbore of 60 caliber or larger.
A muzzleloading firearm used for all other big game must fire a single, nonjacketed lead projectile of nominal 50 caliber or larger, or fire a single, 
nonjacketed lead projectile of at least 170 grains. 
Powder: Do you support the following changes related to powder used during muzzleloader seasons?
(you only have one shoot) powder or pelletized does not matter, you still need to make the shoot.
209 primers should be legal. Consider scopes as well. I believe there would be more quick kills and less wounded and unfound elk.
209 primers- yes
Abolish muzzle hunting.
All states with the exception of Washington allow the following...We are currently the tightest regulations...You can't even currently purchase a legal 
muzzleloader for washington because no one make them anymore!!!!!!!!!!!  This should be an eye opener that if everyone else is fine with it, why is 
washington not!
Allow 209 primers and more people will hunt with black powder weapons, which will fix your muzzle loader problem that you spoke about a few questions 
back.
Allow 209 primers because the other stuff miss-fires way too much, try it your self it's true. No electrical stuff thats bad, As far as bullits keep it like it is.
Allow 209 primers.
allow 209 shotgun primer ignition systems.
Allow all powders.
Allow anything the hunters wants to use--hey what about rocket propelled misslies??  Thats legal for squirrels in OK.  Let them use whatever--they can only 
kill one!!!!  Let them enjoy the hunt--they sure pay enough to be able to hunt and take only 1 deer or 1 elk
Allow different muzzleloaders than "old frontier style"--change definitions to allow modern muzzleloaders (inlines, etc)
allow jacketed sabots and scopes
allow loose and pellitized black powder substitutes with the use of telescopic sights.
ALLOW SCOPES TO HELP PREVENT WOUNDED ANIMALS FRON NOT BEING RECOVERED
allow shot shell or 209 ignition..allow telescopic sights.allow other bullet types besides lead..
allow the use of 209 primers for muzzle loader ignition, everything can remain as is. Try looking at other states muzzle loading seasons to use as a model 
for ours.
Allow the use of the 209 primers as the pellets do not ignite well if the weather is cold.
Allow use of 209 primers
Allow use of 209 primers, covered nipples, jacketed bullets and most of all scopes.  Open sights are too difficult for older users.  It would be safer and more 
ethical to let hunters use a scope and would not change the close range sport that muzzleloader hunting is.  We need to get with the rest of the country on 
this.
allowing muzzleloader hunters increased technoligy might open up the amount of people willing to hunt with a muzzleloader
Any thing to make a more humane kill! Even though I do not mussleload!
are they primative weapons or not?
Ban in-lines. Pellets are not as good as when weigh out your powder so it doen't really mater.
be allowed to hunt with a nipple not exposed to the elements
Black powder hunting is hard enough in the rain. Do you honestly know how many misfires and wounded animals you have with your exposed element 
policy and parcel powder burns. To top it off you can't back your parcel burn with a second shot. we can control shot placement, we can control distance but 
we can't guarentee a clean kill for animals becuase of damp powder and no back up shot. It should be about limiting the hunter the poorest possible shoting 
condition but about give the animal the respect of a clean kill.
Change the requirements to be considered a primitive weapon. Muzzleloaders nowadays can be considered accurate to 200 yards. That is not what the 
original primitive weapons users intended I'm sure. Reevaluate the user groups and simplify the regulations. If you can accurately hit a 10" paper plate at 
100 yards its not a primitive weapon.
Change the restrictions on the ignition for muzzleloaders
Combine Muzzleloader with Modern , and change he muzzlerloader season to any firearm with open sites only, and remove all powder, percusion, 
restrictions from Muzzleloaders
Complete ban of muzzleloaders.
Depends on what your season structure is going to be.
do away with the modern muzzleloader
DO NOT CHANGE THIS LEAVE IT ALONE!!! COME ON!!!
do not require nipple to be exposed to the elements Expand to include all bullet types, regardless of materials.
Doesn't make the weapon shoot any different so why change???? just leave the way it is!
donot know that much about muzzle loaders
don't hunt with muzzleloader
Eliminate muzzloding season
Eliminate separate muzzleloder season and roll it into firearm.
Fiber optic sites should be illegal as well. These are suppose to be primitive weapons!
Front stuffers allow one shot basically. Any method to make the harvest more humane and more efficient I will support, including smokeless powder.
Get rid of the inlines. Interestingly scopes are period equipment (though those fogged) but fiber optic certainly aren't.
Good God, who came up with this idea?
Hunters are already severly limited by access problems and should not be further hindered by technicalities of pelletized or loose powder.
Hunting with muzzleloaders during the muzzleloading season should be restricted to PRIMITIVE weapons and equipment. Use Oregon, Idaho or Colorado 
as examples. PLEASE, bring back our primitive hunt.
I also support the use of scopes on muzzleloaders,
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I am neutral on both of these. I have very little experience with black powder and black powder substitutes and do not feel qualified to address this question.
I am not a musket hunter. I will let that group respond!
I am not a Muzzleloader
I do do not hunt with a muzzle loader. However, I strongly disagree with the restriction of no scopes or sights containing glass.  I have been hunting for over 
40 years and I can tell you any device that would allow the hunter to correctly identify his/her target is welcome. Every year animals are either killed or 
wounded by hunters who could not clearly identify the sex or number of points on the animal.  Even considering the penalty of the violation we must be 
realistic and reasonable.  Give them a scope, save the animals we are trying to protect or some hunter mistaken for an animal.  We all know not every 
hunter has common scense.  Dump this unreasonable restriction.
I don't know enough to comment/vote.
I don't know it for fact but I would imagine the only advantage pellets give is a more consistent load resulting in more consistent pressures (might be 
reaching on my part) resulting in more accurate shots. Ignition and sights are bigger issues and should not be changed.
I don't see the point in restricting powder type.
I feel 209 primers should be allowed also as they are in many other states.
I feel allowing more technology onto the muzzeloaders such as scope's, cooper jacketed bullets etc, would help enhance the kill ratio to wounded ratio.  
You would find more of a success for hunters.
I think we should be encouraging hunters to make it more difficult rather than easier.  This is one small step that won't really hurt much.
I would like it to be a purly primitive season. No inlines, sabots plastic stocks,stainless guns etc. Flintlocks or caps only, primitive only!
I would like to see Telescopic sights allowed.  The gun will not shoot further than 150 yards.  Most peoples guns are good to 125 but the clean kill rate 
would increase.
If muzzeloader seasons are suppose to be for primitave weapons, then keep it primitave.
If the intent of black powder hunting it to retain the old style hunting pellets should not be allowed.
If you are wanting more people to use Muzzleloading as a primary weapon, then don't limit all the tools.
If you want more people to hunt with muzzleloaders, make it easier to hunt with a muzzleloader.
Inline muzzleloaders should be placed in modern firearms.  Only sidelock exposed cap should be allowed.  Only open sights.
It is complicated enough!
It is still a single shot weapon of limited range.
It would be really nice --and encourage the use of muzzeloaders--if you had some exceptions to the optical sight rule for hunters furnishing a proof of 
prescription requirement (at a reasonable level). It is very difficult for someone who is over 35,farsighted, and astigmatic (me, for example) to utilize open or 
peep sights. This is a very major but ignored issue.
It's supposed to be a primitive type of hunt, so lets keep it that way.
its supposed to be a primitive weapon thats why they get an early shot but they are almost as accurate as a primitive weapon today
I've used both--pellets do not give unfair advantage.
join the 21st century for safety sake, the new muzzle loaders are much safer and humane for all involved to include the animals
Keep it primitive.
KEEP MUZZLE HUNTING PRIMITIVE KEEP AWAY FROM MODERNIZING EQUIPTMENT SUCH AS INLINE AND MODERN SIGHTS.
keep muzzleloaders primative
Keep the technology primitive as it was originally intended
Let the shooter make the choice. Government assistance is not necessary.
Let's prohibit lead projectiles of any sort.
Let's stay with the loose powder for witch was orignally designed for muzzleloaders.
Lets use muszzleloaders the way they wer intended cap ball black powder only.
loose black powder is less acurate and can make for a poor shot
Make it as it was intended...PRIMITIVE firearms. Electronics, high performance powders should be outlawed.
Modern muzzleloaders should be legal, such as in-line shot shell and 209 primers. Optical sights should be legal on muzzleloaders also.
Muzzle loading is challenging enough without further restrictions.
Muzzleloader has increasingly become centerfire without the cartridge.  Keep the current restrictions.
MUZZLELOADER HUNTERS SHOULD BE ABLE TO USE THE SAME EQUIPMENT THAT MASTER HUNTERS ARE ALLOWED TO USE IN FIREARM 
RESTRICTED AREAS
muzzleloaders should have the same opportunities as other hunting groups have (archery hunters) had to improve there equipment and guns to help 
promote this type of hunting.
Muzzle-loading is hard enough in this state with the constant rains during muzzleloading season without removing the one effective tool the state has left us 
to combat moisture.  Loose powder is much more suseptible to misfires than pelletized powder in a wet environment.
Muzzleloading was put forth as a "primitive" hunting method in order to get a separate season.  Do you consider our current crop of muzzleloaders 
primitive?  Too many special seasons mean wildlife being pursued for most of the fall when they should be allowed to prepare for winter.
N/a
N/A
neither go off very well for me.
New inline guns should be used for modern hunting. You should limit the type of black powder based on balistics.
no opinion
Oh come on!!!  Again one shot one kill!!!  The only thing the pellets do for us is make it less messy!!!  A good hunter has pre make shot packs anyway.  
Loose or pellet would make no difference in how fast he can reload.  I have used both and I see no difference in accuracy either.  The shot is never over 
100 yards anyway.
Other states allow the use of more advanced muzzleloaders.  Why can't Washington?  You want to know how to get more muzzleloading hunters in the 
field?  Relax your restrictions!
pellet are much safer because they are controlled amounts
pelletized powder is more safe
Pelletized powder is not recomended for a number 11 cap and does not give much of an advantage.
Per early issues of a lack of muzzleloading participation.  The current restrictions are what keep people from hunting black powder.... Not the season. Open 
them up to Scopes, in line ignition systems and more technologicly advanced projectiles. I quit black powder hunting for elk because in many instance they 
could take the abuse of a 54 cal 120 grain charge without a clean kill.
Perhaps there should be a "primitive weapon season" and a "muzzleloader season" Inlines, 209 primers, pelletized powders would be allowed for 
muzzleloaders, but banned as primitive weapons choice.
Personally, I have alway used "loose" powder, but frankly this question seems like a solution looking for an issue!
Please keep the muzzleloader seasons as it was originally intended to be - PRIMITIVE
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PRE MEASURED POWDER IS SAFE TO USE.  I ALLOWED MY SON TO HUNT MUZZLE 1 YEAR AND THAT IS THE ONLY WAY I WOULD LET HIM 
DO IT.
prevent the use of fiber optic sights.
Primitive weapons should BE PRIMITAVE WEAPONS
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Quit making so many rules and just let people hunt.   Remove weapons from the game wardens belt to insure respect for the customer(hunter).
Remove restriction on 209 primers.
Remove this restriction and allow scopes on the muzzle loaders and 209 primers "Shot shell and 209 primers are not legal."Sights must be open, peep, or 
of other open sight design. Fiber optic sights are legal. Telescopic sights or sights containing glass are not legal.
Rifles with 209 primers should be legal.  Better sites should be legal on muzzleloading firearms.
Scopes or visual aids should be allowed for hunters with disibilities hunting in prescribed accessible hunt areas.
Scopes should be allowed as the hunter should have the best opportunity to harvest an animial and to reduce the chance of injury without recovery only 
hurts the animial population.  You folks are so old school that you have become a slideline joke as people laugh about your management philosphies.
shotgun primers should be legal
should be able to have 209 primer and cap should be closed to the element
Some of the restrictions are a bit complicated. If there's one way you could entice me to hunt muzzleloader over modern firearm, it would be to get rid of 
most of these regs.  Just make it simple.
Stop splitting hairs.
Techology advances have me wondering if the "primative weapon" seasons still are what they claim to be?
Telescopic sights WERE in use before modern powder, and I believe cartridges. Primitive telescopic sights are feasible. SPELL IT OUT, just like you 
choose to do in other selected issues. Your methods are no secret to more and more hunters as you work them.
The advantageous season for muzzleloaders are to allow for the inherent disadvantages of traditional muzzle loaded firearms.  With the adaption of modern 
technology to these firearms I thing the advantageous season should be reduced.
The archery equipment allowed to hunt the archery season is a joke. As long as archers are allowed the compound bow, muzzleloaders should be allowed 
all the advantages at their disposal, for the same kind of reasons. Killing in primitive ways can be excruciating. For the sake of the life of the animal, 
dispatch him as quickly as possible.
The boys using the pellets have more misfires, because most pellets are designed to be iganited by a 209 shotgun primer.  Not too primitive!
The goal is to spread out hunters by weapon.  By letting the "near-modern" muzzleloaders to be used, you achieve this goal.  If you go back to traditional 
only, you will see a large shift back to modern tag buyers which means that opening day for rifle hunting will look like Bagdhad.  I think that you should also 
allow 209 primers to be used as well as crossbows.  Anything that helps to spread guys out, aide in a swift, clean kill and reduce the number of wounded 
animals escaping.
The guns should be traditonal sidehammer only NO IN LINE GUNS WHAT SO EVER, BLACK POWDER ONLY, NO JACKED OR SABO BULLETS
The less reliable you make a weapon, the more wounded game you will have in the field. I have tried all techniques and wounded my first animal with loose 
black powder. I was sick and upgraded all my gear to allow me to take a quality shot on an animal with confidence in my gear. They are tough enough to 
make dependable. I do not support closed breach or optics. It should be a primative weapon.
The more regs you have the less hunters you will have.
the only retrictions on muzzleloaders should be NO teloscopic sights.new muzzleloaders should be allowed, they are safer and more accurate.
The original purpose of a "Primitive weapons" hunting season(s) was to afford WA. State hunters an opportunity to hunt with a truly primitive rifle or archery 
equipment. In-line muzzle loaders and compound bows are recent inavations and are NOT primitive. They're modern contraptions that make a mockery of 
the intent of primitive weapons hunting. I support restricting muzzle loader rifles to original type replica flint and cap-locks... and archery equipment to 
original long or recurved bows...those without wheels, cams or pulleys.
The pellets are much more consistent an there for much safer.
The purpose of muzzle loader restrictions is to restrict the hunter, and all the other hunters he is in the field with, to a more primative weapon. A level 
playing field. All of the numerous advances in muzzleloading technology are designed to provide some technological advantage (tilted playing field), to the 
hunter who uses them, without actually exceding the restrictions. In legal jargan these are known as loop holes. Fine tuning your restrictions to allow some 
advances and disallow others is a slipery slope. Don't go there.
The sate should not mandate the type of primer used.  It would seem the best and most effective primer would lead to less wounded animals and a more 
ethical and clean kill.  A slow ignition leads to more wounded animals.
The State wonders why no one hunts muzzleloader seasons while they continue to add more restrictions on top of the regulations written 30 years ago?
There is no unfair advantage. I can reload my muzzleloader as fast with eiter type, and I actually get more power from powder than pellets.
there would be a significant expense to the hunter if A were enacted.
These new in line muzzleloaders shoot as well as a rifle. They should be banned except for modern season. There is nothing traditional about them.
This is an example of non hunters voicing there ideas. With less powder then there is less energy for the bullet. resulting in more wounded and loss 
animals. I am not sure why this would have even been considered?
this is organized by the state to be a traditional style hunt. The pellets give the hunter a reduced loading time, thus creating a non-traditional style hunt.
This is supposed to be a primative hunt.
This should come from the muzzeloaders themselves. If the harvest is on an equetable bases it shouldn't matter what they use. If new equipment allows for 
over harvest they should know that their seasons could be reduced. The same for other user groups.
This state needs to wake up when it comes to technology  in terms of muzzleloading and archery gear.  Allowing muzzleloaders better equipment in the 
form of better bullets for a cleaner harvest and ignition systems that will allow the firearm to actually discharge when you want it to should be allowed.  In 
the wet climate of Washington in alot of the seasons and a guy or gal has spent a week or longer in the field and finally sneaks to within range of an animal 
but does not get a shot due to a wet cap or powder is not right.  He still has to get within muzzleloader range.  He still has only one shot.  In terms of the 
antiquated archery rules, I know that these were set down by some of the old bowhunters.  Glen St. Charles or his son and others who shoot recurves or 
longbows and my hats off to them.  But the same thing goes for us.  Not allowing lights on sights is like cutting our hunting hours by a good 1 to 3 hours 
shorter of the legal hours.  I have some darn good fiber optic sites.  But in dark timber I absolutely cannot see my pins for at least an hour after legal has 
Treat muzzleloaders same as modern firearm, no separate seasons or special treatment.
use the original type muzzle loaders not the new in-line long distance types.
Washington and Oregon are the only two western states that don't allow 209 primers. this is ridiculous.if you want to talk about primitive weapons being "too 
modern" we need to take a long look a archery.
We do not hunt with muzzleloaders
we have used the same powder,and bullets for years,and that works for us.
we should also allow 209 ignitions as that is what the industry has found to be safer and less misfire that old style ignitions
We should support the manufactures of all types of powder.
whats the differance.
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When I took hunters ed 21 years ago they tried to teach ethical humane kills. Scopes and jacketed bullets do that. It is also hard to buy a muzzleloader now 
days that is legal for this state. Join the rest of the states and lets start hunting with newer equipment.
who cares what they shoot for powder or primares , just limit the bullets to no jacketed slugs this would limit there efective ranges . I also think scopes 
should be allowed this in my mind would keep the number of wounded animals down . the idea is a clean one shot kill . if you dictated the type of slug we 
could tell what an animal was shot with , this would help to catch poachers
Why are the 209 primer systems not allowed.  It seems a safer more predictable and manageable system to me.
Why is this even a question.
Why not just use single shot rifles open sight rifles, what is the differance?
Why not keep up with the times.  It seems if you want to purchase a new muzzleloader, all you can find are the ones using the 209 primer.  It is becoming 
harder and harder to find one you can use in this state.  This has kept me and others I know from hunting with a muzzleloader.  By restricting the type of 
firearm, you are hurting the sport and keeping money out of the state.  With the hunting opportunities this state has to offer, you are shooting yourselfs in 
the foot(no pun intended).
why should we have restrictions that other states allow then you want to increase permits and lenght of hunts use the new powers and primers then the 
sucsess rates will be fine these restrictions are crazy
you asked earlier how to get more participation in black powder hunting making it harder and harder to hunt and understand the rules is not the answer
you normally only get one shot. and you want it as humane and ethical as possible.
You should be able to reload as soon as possible to quickly and humanely dispatch the animal
You want to extend the muzzle loader season but limit the equipment, this makes absolutely zero sense.
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Issue 9:
The current restrictions that apply to muzzleloader equipment used during a muzzleloader hunting seasons include the following:
A muzzleloading firearm is loaded from the muzzle and uses black powder or a black powder substitute as recommended by the manufacturer 
for use in muzzleloading firearms.
Ignition is to be wheel lock, matchlock, flintlock, or percussion using original style percussion caps that fit on the nipple and are exposed to the 
elements. Shot shell and 209 primers are not legal.

Sights must be open, peep, or of other open sight design. Fiber optic sights are legal. Telescopic sights or sights containing glass are not legal.
It is not legal to have any electrical device or equipment attached to a muzzleloading firearm while hunting.
A muzzleloading firearm used for deer must fire a single, nonjacketed lead projectile of nominal 40 caliber or larger, except that buckshot size #1 
or larger may be used in a smoothbore of 60 caliber or larger.
A muzzleloading firearm used for all other big game must fire a single, nonjacketed lead projectile of nominal 50 caliber or larger, or fire a single, 
nonjacketed lead projectile of at least 170 grains. 
Bullets: Do you support the following changes to bullets used for muzzleloader hunting?
A bullet is a bullet.  Why would you want to use a less effective bullet?
a bullet that is more efficient like copper jacketed is the way to go. less game lost should be the number one concern.
Abolish muzzle hunting.
Again by using the best projectiles available the hunter will be better equipped to make a ethical and quick kill.
Again we really only get one shot.  I would like that shot to be the most effective shot that I can make.  I use power belt bullets but am restricted to one type 
only.  I would very much like to be able to try the other typs in that line.
Again, Quality shots. This assists in a clean kill.
allow 209 shotgun primer ignition systems.
allow 45 caliber lead bullets for elk.  A well-placed smaller caliber bullet is much more effective than a poorly placed larger caliber bullet.  Place more 
emphasis on hunter skill than on bullet size.
Allow all Bullets.
Allowing all bullet type including copper bullets would be nice.  I can easily see a change to a mandate where all must use a non-lead bullet and this would 
be contradictory to current muzzleloader method.
Allowing all types of bullets would not significantly increase the range of muzzleloaders, but would make them more effective, resulting in less wounded 
animals
also allow scopes
As stated previously.  The instances of non-lethal injuries to game animals is much greater with archery and muzzleloading equipment.  Better constructed 
projectiles would only improve more humane kills.
best bullet cleaner kill. lead kills any wounded animal eventually
Black powder rifles are just too powerful anymore and should fall in with the rifle season,all laws ans restrictions
Bullets should not be restricted as the intent is to make clean one shot kills.
c should also be do not support.  why isn't this option available?  why are your questions slanted?
come on they are supposed to be primitive
come on washington get with the program jacketed bullets kill faster and more humane,they dont make the muzzleloader shoot any further.
Complete ban of muzzleloaders.
Consider all copper bullets.
Copper jacketed bullets should be allowed. This would increase the chances a humane kill. I have seen some lead bullets fragment.
Don't change a thing. What does it matter on the type of bullet. Think of the poor animal getting shot, you want a quick and clean kill.
easing regulations would help to recruit new participants
Eliminate muzzloding season
Eliminate separate muzzleloder season and roll it into firearm.  Then it doesn't make any differene what type of bullet is allowed.
Expand to include all bullet types, regardless of materials, do not require nipple to be exposed to the elements.
Front stuffers allow one shot basically. Any method to make the harvest more humane and more efficient I will support, includeing any bullet.
FYI - this portion of the survey (Muzzleloader bullets) only allowed me to pick one "Support", one "Neutral", and one "Don't Support" radio button.  There 
must be a logic issue with the software.  It has worked fine until this point in the survey.
Hunting with muzzleloaders during the muzzleloading season should be restricted to PRIMITIVE weapons and equipment. Use Oregon, Idaho or Colorado 
as examples. PLEASE, bring back our primitive hunt.
I actually don't support the "no change" option but I was not allowed that option. There are too many bullets out that are both sabot and jacketed.
I am a muzzleloader and the traditional aspect should be retained.
I am not a Muzzleloader.
I believe that many successful muzzleloader hunters are only successful because of the type of ammunition they use.  Wounded game from poor shots 
anger me.
I don't hunt with a muzzleloader but my friends that do tell me that technology is changing which make the opportunity to harvest an animal without lossing 
an animal it injury is greater but the restrictions don't allow it.
I don't know enough to comment/vote.
I don't think a jacketed bullet kills any better or farther so why restrict???  Just keep the diamater requirments the same. We don't need people trying to kill 
an elk with a 44 caliber projectile.
I feel that a jacketed hollow point bullet is a more lethal type bullet and hopefully would be better for not losing game when hit.
I feel that by allowing hunters to use better bullets there will be a better kill ratio w/ less deer & elk wounded   that wander off and can not be found.  I 
believe that a true sportsman should always do everything in his/her power to harvest an animal with the least amount of risk in injuring an animal.  There is 
nothing worse than watching an animal suffer after being hit from a bullet that has inferior flight/accuracy characteristics compared to bullets that are 
available on the market that we are currently not allowed to hunt with.
I feel that the newer bullet technology is a far better form of harvesting animals.  The new bullet and sabots allow for a more efficient and humane harvest.  
This should reduce the number of animals shot and lost because of lead bullets simply puching holes in animals.
I feel the main reason of a bullet is to kill the animal as quickly as possible and what ever bullet works the best in doing so should be it without question.
I feel the restriction in effect that doesn't allow jacketed bullets leads to some animals getting away.  They are shot but don't die quickly.  Jacketed bullets 
were developed for modern rifles because they cause a massive amount of damage.  I feel more animals that are wounded would actually be  bagged 
instead of being wounded to run off.
I have been on many hunts where hunters have taken ethical shots with sub-par bullets.  The animals are hit hard but because of lack of expansion and 
energy the animals limped away.  If we are going to hunt with muzzleloaders, give them the best bullet they can shoot.
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I have watched a lot of elk being wounded by ML hunters, probably because of not allowing the best bullets to be used.  If we are going to hunt with 
Muzzleloaders, let them shoot the best, humane killing bullets.
I hunt primitive, but have no problem with the inlines.  To solve this problem with jacketed bullets, 209 primes would be to have a primitive and modern 
muzzleloader season.  This is just an idea.  I'll continue to hunt with my home built side hammers, 11 caps and black powder!
I only support proposal "B" for the lead or lead alloy only.  To restrict the bullet diameter may be a problem for those who hunt with smoothbore 
muzzleloaders in particular.  Often times the best ball diameter is greater than 0.015 smaller than bore diameter with a correspondingly thicker patch.
I really have no strong feelings as between options A and C.  Although I lean more towards the traditional, I am a strong believer in quick, humane kills, so 
option A does not overly offend me.
I Shoot 54 Caliber.  I am not interested in anything but pure lead bullets, however I feel any bullet type should be legal for hunting.  This is an issue of 
making a humane kill.  I am a good shot, and I only take a shot when I am sure the shot will result in a humane kill.  The technology in modern jacketed 
bullets provide the opportunity to make humane kills with a less than perfect shot.  I feel people should have to opportunity to leverage this technology if 
they so desire.
I support going back to flintlock or eliminate all together
I support the current regulation without any changes
I think there would be less injured deer and better kills if we could use jacketed or plated bullets.
I would be in favor of eliminating lead from all bullets.  And I do hunt with shotgun for birds and rifle for large game, on occasion.

I would only support the use of lead only bullets if the archery spear chuckers had to use a wood shaft arrow only.  No compound bows, and no multi-tiped 
arrows.  Lets WOUND more game!!! Better bullets kill better.  Wake up.  Why would you even CONSIDER this?  More wounded game on the agenda?
I, Have personally seen alot of animals that were shot with the type of bullets that are legal today, Run off to never be seen again. If these animals were 
shot with a modern firearm they would of dropped in their tracks. It seems to me that a type of jacked expanding bullet would make a more humane kill.
If lead is a problem outdoors and it is being restricted for use in many states, then why is only lead acceptable in muzzleloader hunting?
If muzzeloader seasons are suppose to be for primitave weapons, then keep it primitave. Jackeded bullets and sabots change the primitative weapon into a 
modern weapon.
If the state is trying to attract more hunters to muzzleloading, more restrictions will not accomplish this.  Sights on muzzleloaders are the most limiting part 
of the method not ignition, bullets or powder type.
If you want modern stuff, go modern. Modern steel is OK, other than that only old stuff.
If you want to change any thing change for the better not the worse. Keep the bullits reg's like it is.
if you want to hunt with all the modern bullets use a modern rifle. For me the appeal is in getting close and harvesting your animal.
Include bismuth to be used as a projectile as well as lead so that there is a non-toxic allowance for muzzleloaders.
Increase kill rate over wounding
Is the state of Washington going to buy my muzzleloader, as any change to the currents regs would make it illegal for hunting.
It is more ethical to use jacketed bullets
It really does not matter weather it's jacketed or not...a bullet is a bullet and does the same damage upon impact....The nice thing about jacketed, it does 
not bend out of shape if your re-use it...
It seems like theres some middle ground here.  Bullets that enhance humane killing capacity but still limit range would be a good compramise.
It's supposed to be a primitive type of hunt, so lets keep it that way.
I've hunted with a muzzleloader for 30 years and feel higher quality bullets would be a benefit to the sport.  Less chance of wounding, due to consistant 
bullet patterns.  100% lead bullets are very easily deformed.
I've never understood why the bullet restrictions on muzzleloaders!  It seems to me that the important fact of the matter is what happens once the trigger is 
pulled.  The newer bullet designs offer the hunter a better chance to get a good, clean kill with a high performance sabot bullet with differing designs and 
materials.  All of this is immaterial if the hunter doesn't get the shot.
jacketed bullets are effective.  let's use them.  they will reduce the number of wounded animals that are not harvested.
jacketed bullets are more deadly and acuret WHAT ARE WE DOING HERE DONT WE WANT TO PUT THE CRIDER DOWN INSTED OF THE OF 
HAVEING TO CHASE IT OR MAYBE LOOSE IT. THE MUZZLELOADER RESTICTINS ARE POTHEDIC LETS GET REAL ABOUT WHAT ARE GOAL 
IS.AND THAT IS TO PUT THE ANIMAL DOWN WITH 1 SHOT AND PUT IT IN THE FEEZER  I KNOW I HAVE HIT THREE ELK I NEVER FOUND WHAT 
A WASTE
jacketed bullets means a faster humane kill and less lossed animals
Keep it all lead.
Keep it lethal, its better for the game.  Accuracy counts!
keep muzzleloaders primative
Keep the technology primitive as it was originally intended, or force users of the newer technology to hunt during modern firearm seasons only
Lead only bullets do not allow for non-toxic bullet types. Kind of short sighted.
Let the shooter make the choice. Government assistance is not necessary.
Lets keep it more traditional and allow only lead round balls to be used.
Let's prohibit lead bullets of any sort. Lead is nasty stuff.
modern muzzleloader bullets can make clean humane kills whatever material they are made of.stop splitting hairs on thiese non-issues
Modern projectiles will allow more humane kills.
More accurate bullets make for cleaner kills and happier hunters and less loss.  Why restrict a more accurate bullet, you can still only shoot max 200yrd for 
the reponsible sportsman.
More sophisticated bullet designs facilitate pore accurate shooting, which results in more one-shot kills, and fewer wounded animals getting away.
Muzzle loader hunting needs to remain a short range proposition.
Muzzleloader hunting should be as maintained as close to the triditional hunting method used by the pioneers as is pratical.
muzzleloaders have a range of 100-125 yards with 1 shot versus modern with many shots and long range.
Muzzleloaders should be hunting just like modern firearm season same time fix up those muzzle stufffers just like a magnum with scopes too. Give them a 
late season if they feel they are giving up to much  they should not have a early season or either sex
N/A

Neutral on all. I lean towards expanding to all bullet types. I would like to know why there is a restriction on jacketed sabots. It would be beneficial to have a 
web site or link from the WDFW site to explain the reasons for restrictions like these. The real confusion is that almost every sporting goods store sells 
items illegal to use here. The novice hunters get in trouble by assuming that if they can buy the products in this state that they must be legal to use.
No lead shot or bullets!  Lead is poisoning our environment and wildlife and should be banned.
no opinion
Non jacked bullets wond game.
Not sure about this items do not muzzleloader hunt.

Page 145



Issue 9B-ML Equip
Not sure what the issue is.
OK once again, you want to increase hunting then decrease the regs and make it more open.
Once again, if the manufactures increase ballistics on these type of bullets and they do more justice to the animals death I support it.
Oops! let another cat out!(methods) Trying to sneek B in?
Open it up to all bullets.  We may soon be eliminating all lead bullets anyways.

Option A is most preferred but the phrase "all bullet types" seems somewhat open ended.  Permitting use of jacketed bullets with sabots neither increases 
range, reliability or accuracy and therefore has little effect on the "primitive" aspect of muzzleloader use.  They can however, afford a more humane kill.
Patched round ball shoule NOT BE ALLOWED for any big game animal.  They may have worked back when that was all thier was, but even back in the 
day, people switched once the minuet came out.    Do some penetrations test with them some time, you will be surprised.  50 cal round ball at 75 yards will 
not penetrate even a small buck if shot in the shoulder blade.  I've seem many a wounded animal in Idaho with round balls partly in thier leg.
Per early issues of a lack of muzzleloading participation.  The current restrictions are what keep people from hunting black powder.... Not the season. Open 
them up to Scopes, in line ignition systems and more technologicly advanced projectiles. I quit black powder hunting for elk because in many instance they 
could take the abuse of a 54 cal 120 grain charge without a clean kill.
Please keep the muzzleloader seasons as it was originally intended to be - PRIMITIVE
Problem with the entry form here - I do not support B or C above.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Purley primitive only
Quit making so many rules and just let people hunt.   Remove weapons from the game wardens belt to insure respect for the customer(hunter).
Restricting the bullets to lead only is so against everything in the environment. Why would we want to have lead only when the Water Fowl side has proven 
that lead is bad for the wildlife and environment.
Same as above.
See "other" above
see above comment, But if you are going to continue to allow muzzleloading and seasons make it truley as primative as you can get.
should be like other states
Stop splitting hairs. Lead is a toxic alloy that should be banned from introduction to wildlife. Ehtical hunters should use modern technology to dispatch their 
game.
stop the restrictions on muzzleloader they have improved over the years to be more humane and effective other state have them why should washington be 
any different
strongly support A. Most muzzleloader hunters I know in this state are already using bullets other then lead.
Sure let them use whatever makes them happy--less worry on wardens making sure everyone is legal-why make it a hard life?  Less wardens means better 
hunting??//
talking with muzzleloader hunters i have found that a jacketed bullet would make cleaner kills and result less wounded animals
the better the bullet flies the less chance the hunter has to wounded the animal.  washington does not allow scopes therefore limits the distance.  shooting 
better bullets will help people shoot better. the theory is less people wounding animals more people killing animals and finding them.  instead they wound 
one two three?
The difficulties of hunting with blackpowder don't lie in the projectile. It is the ability to get withihn range, the potential hangfires, and knowing that in 
essence one has only a single shot to get the job done.
the more affective the bullet is, results in a more quick and humane kill. a jacketed bullet is no more accurate than a non jackeded bullet.
The muzzle loading season is supposed to be a primitive arms season not a modern firearm season
The only option should be "C".
The point of muzzle loading isn't to increase the risk of wounded and lost animals due to poor bullet performance. It's one shot at a time having been 
loaded by hand from the muzzle. Allow the more reliable projectiles.
The selection buttons on this question are broken. I wish to select "Don't support" for both A and C, but it doesn't let me.
the sport of hunting should promote the humane harvesting of all game animals. A wounded animal is a lost animal. Improvements in equipment and guns 
should be supported as it was and has been in archery hunting.
the use of 100% copper bullets should be encouraged for environmental reasons
Their are different bullets out on the market that give a better ethecal kill
there are some people out there that don't know how to use and follow up on a shot when the animal doesn't drop or show signs of being hit so useing a 
copper bullet would increase the harvest and pretty much stop the lost deer syndrome. I don't mind the way it is now as their are some great bullets out 
their but a dead right there bullet isn't made out of lead. (unless hit in the neck oe spine) and I have seen alot of deer shot at and never followed to look for 
blood.
There is a reason why copper projectiles where developed. For faster rate of twist barrels and for rifles that shoot faster. The copper helps the round 
stabilze and fly straighter. Less errant shots, less wounded and lost game.

These bullets improve acuratecy, better penatration, all improving the odds of a quick clean kill, and lessen the chances of wounding or losing the animal.
this is a tough question you like to stay with traditional equipment but the facts are with modern jacketed projectiles there is a more sufficent kill.  
Regardless some individuals are going to shoot no matter what distance with the right bullet long distance is somewhat capable.  Bottom line a lot of people 
use illegal bullets anyhow there readily available and any sporting goods store.
This is getting crazy! Its getting hard to know what all the restrictions are today. We are losing hunters in the woods becouse they are tired of all the 
restrictions!
This page has coding errors.  This question only allows one of each support type.  I support A and C and am neutral on B.
This question is messed up on the website.  I can't choose "Don't Support" for more than one item.  I don't support A or B.  I support C.
Toxicity of lead should be a factor in what is allowed in muzzleloader hunting.
Treat muzzleloaders same as modern firearm, no separate seasons or special treatment.
Use any bullet.
Use lead balls only.
WDFW/Washington State is too nit picky on restrictions as far as allow this, don't allow that circumstances. Look at what some other states do and take it 
into account. Simplfy. Open things up instead of so many restrictions....very confusing.
Well constructed and proven designed bullets should be used for efficient, humane kills. The goal is to cleanly harvest the animal in the best way possible 
within the confines of the weapon. While I support the non-use of telescopic sights and centerfire primers, traditional methods shouldn't be restricted on 
bullet construction if it is proven more effective in rapidly producing death in the animal.
what happened to only using maxi slug or round ball?
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when muzzleloading becomes true muzzleoading in this state then I will support liberalizing the hunting seasons for muzzleloading. Until then, I am 
opposed to any breaks for the muzzleloader hunter.
why can't i choose don't support on more than one
Why isn't this hashed out with the muzzeloader association
Why not just use single shot rifles open sight rifles, what is the differance?
Why would you not make the bullets more efficient. Wouldn't that result in more efficient and ethical kills. I can see making the firearm more primitive. The 
ignition system and having one shot are the challenge of muzzle loading, but don't make hunters use inferior bullets if better ones are available.
With all of the emphasis on lead shot we should allow a different material to be used in muzzleloaders especially when hunting in a lead restricted area.
You have already restricted the range of the weapon with restrictions on sights, powder, and ignition systems.  Newer style bullets only increase range 
when used in conjunction with the other restricted items.  Newer style bullets kill more effectively sparing some suffering of the animal.
You should let us use whatever we think we can shoot the most accurate with and what will allow us to achieve the cleanist kill. We are the ones shooting 
the gun let us use what we know works best for us. Take restrictions off and let us use all types of bullets.
you still need to make the shoot, bullets don't matter (you get only have one shoot)
Your caliber restriction is absuletly stupid. My .45 elongated bullet weighs 478 grs while the .50 round ball weighs 185 grs. which do you think kills better 
abd more humanely?
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Issue 9:
The current restrictions that apply to muzzleloader equipment used during a muzzleloader hunting seasons include the following:
A muzzleloading firearm is loaded from the muzzle and uses black powder or a black powder substitute as recommended by the manufacturer 
for use in muzzleloading firearms.
Ignition is to be wheel lock, matchlock, flintlock, or percussion using original style percussion caps that fit on the nipple and are exposed to the 
elements. Shot shell and 209 primers are not legal.

Sights must be open, peep, or of other open sight design. Fiber optic sights are legal. Telescopic sights or sights containing glass are not legal.
It is not legal to have any electrical device or equipment attached to a muzzleloading firearm while hunting.
A muzzleloading firearm used for deer must fire a single, nonjacketed lead projectile of nominal 40 caliber or larger, except that buckshot size #1 
or larger may be used in a smoothbore of 60 caliber or larger.
A muzzleloading firearm used for all other big game must fire a single, nonjacketed lead projectile of nominal 50 caliber or larger, or fire a single, 
nonjacketed lead projectile of at least 170 grains. 
Ignition: Do you support the following changes to ignition systems for muzzleloaders?
209 only
209 primers should be allowed due to the manufacture of new products.  They are not allowed at this time.
209 primers, enclosed systems.
209 promers should be allowed because that is what most manufactures produce now
A better harvest
A. except no electronics.
Abolish muzzle hunting.
Absolutely no electronic types of ignition should be allowed.
Absolutly NOT!!!  The enite idea of blackpowder is to get back to the old ways.  Ok yes I use an inline but it uses a # 11 percusion cap.  I guess I would be 
fine with the 209 caps but no way am I ok with closed systems and electronic ignition?  This is hunting not popular mechanics!!!  If you are not willing to 
work for your animal stay out of the woods.
Again Don't know
Again, the ignition source has nothing to do with the range of a "primitive" weapon, but it (209 primers) would make the process of shooting a muzzleloader 
more reliable, resulting in less wounded animals
All my friends want to but a new muzzleloader with the enclosed 209 system.  Why the big problem with it?  Are you allowing a small group of people to 
limit the season just to them?  All of the nonsense muzzleloader rules are working to limit the number of hunters, not expand the oportunity.  Shouldn't the 
game department work to expand the opportunities, expand the hunter base, add the young people getting into the sport?  Go ahead, keep adding more 
and more restrictive rules; pretty soon there will be no opportunities, no license sales, and no game department,
Allow 209 but not electronic and keep restriction of exposed primer rule.
allow 209 ignitions
Allow 209 primers in addition to current regulations
allow 209 shotgun primer ignition systems.
Allow 209 system, no electronic or fully enclosed system
allow all muzzleloaders do not require nipple to be exposed to the elements Expand to include all bullet types, regardless of materials.
allow as montana does
allow center fire primer but not electronic, for christ sakes if you want a primitive weapon not electronics and no glass.
allow centerfire primers IF ixposed to the elements/weather.
Allow centerfire primers, but still require that they are exposed to the elements.
allow everything in ignition systems including 209's except electronic ignition
Allow fully enclosed, centerfire primers.  DON'T allow electronic ignition.
allowing for some of the new advances while still maintaining the primitive side of muzzleloader would be good for the recruitment of new muzzleloader 
hunters.
Alow all types of ignition but electronic.
Although I do support expanding the used of different ignition systems for muzzleloaders, I believe going to electronic systems is way to far of a stretch.      
â€œIgnition systems can be protected from the elements using only a number 11 cap or a musket cap.  Other ignition systems such as 209, center fire 
primers, and electronic systems shall NOT be legal!â€�
Anything to ensure a more humane kill!
As long as the gun goes off, the bullet is the most important part.  If it doesn't, nothing gets wounded
As stated above, muzzleloading has been increasingly becoming centerfire without the cartridge.  Keep the current restrictions.
Ban in-lines.
Better chances ofclean shots and less wounded animals. They already sell these here too.
centerfire primers systems that mimic traditional arrangements should be ok I think-- If someone wants to be "old school" they have that choice.
Change rules which would make enclosed ignition systems legal. Manufacturers aren't making legal muzzleloaders these days. New hunters can't come 
into the fold if they can't purchase a legal rifle.
Change this and let us use closed systems and primers or electronic ignition. There is no reason not to. These things do not allow you to shoot any farther. 
When you only have a few days to hunt and it is raining or snowing the whole time you are there this might give you at least a chance to harvest something. 
IT IS TIME TO CHANGE!!!!
COMMENT: The survey does not allow one to select "Don't Support" for both choices.   I do not want in-lines, require an exposed pivoting hammer.
Complete ban of muzzleloaders.
Consider banning in-line muzzleloaders to improve escapement.
Considering the climate we hunt in, 209 primers should be LEGAL.
do away with in line ignition and go back to the basics
Do muzzeloaders as a whole favor these changes?
Do not "modernize" muzzle loader regs.....keep it "primitive"
Do not allow electronic ignition, but allow all others.
DO NOT expand allowable ignition systems!!!  This defeats the purpose of using a primative weapon.
do not let muzzle loading become centerfire in disguise ; this is a corrupt way of getting easier conditions to hunt while as a "blackpowder primitive weapon" 
while actually shooting like a modern rifle.
during the fall, it is often wet/rainy.  the exposed primers are a weak link.  i'd like the season to be longer if we keep the exposed primers.  if the season 
remains as is i'd like to see 209 primers be allowed., but not electronic ones.  it's tuff enough getting close to an animal to shoot it dead with a m/l,  don't 
hinder us more with less than optimal bullets and primers.,
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Either don't change it, or only change to allow 209 primers as they do not significantly change the firing process.  I do not support electronic mechanisms.  
Fully enclosed systems seems to be trivial, and I don't see a problem with allowing it.  Keep muzzleloading where it is.  Although more modern "in-line" type 
loaders are utilized, they do not necessarily increase chances of harvesting.  I know, I have hunted both traditional and in-line.  However, if you start 
modernizing too much, it may increase chances.  Let's keep it reasonable.
Electric ignition and dry powder would give the animal the respect it deserves.
Electronic ignition should not be allowed
Eliminate muzzloding season
Eliminate separate muzzleloder season and roll it into firearm.  Then it doesn't make any difference which type of ignition system is used.
eliminate the in-line ignition system.
Every where else uses 209 primers. You can't hardly find a muzzloader these days that doesn't use 209 primers.
except allow 209 primers
expand it  Archers us compound bows not long bows or flint arrow heads
Expand specifically to allow 209 primers.
Expand the types of ignition systems to allow all types including fully enclosed systems, centerfire primers. Electronic ignitions not allowed.
Front stuffers allow one shot basically. Any method to make the harvest more humane and more efficient I will support, includeing any ignition.
Get rid of the electrical idea and add the use of break over guns and 209 primers.
Get rid of the inlines.
Hunting with muzzleloaders during the muzzleloading season should be restricted to PRIMITIVE weapons and equipment. Use Oregon, Idaho or Colorado 
as examples. PLEASE, bring back our primitive hunt.
I am a muzzleloader and the traditional aspect should be retained.
I AM AN AVID MUZZLE LOADER HUNTER AND IN MY FINDINGS I DO NOT FIND A REASON TO NOT ALLOW THE USE OF 209 PRIMERS AND 
ENCLOSED SYSTEMS. THE USE OF HOTTER PRIMERS DOES NOT MAKE THE WEAPON MORE EFFECTIVE OR LENGTHEN THE AFFECTIVE 
DISTANCE OF THE WEAPON BY MORE THAN THE SMALLEST OF DISTANCES. SURELY NOT ENOUGH TO MAKE MUZZLE LOADERS FALL 
UNDER THE EFFECTIVENESS OF MODERN FIREARMS
I am not a muzzleloader.
I beleive it would be unfair to allow different ignition systems.  If the cap is not exposed to the elements and you have a scope then you are basically rifle 
hunting.  Some the the new muzzel loaders allowed in other states can shoot over 200 yrds.  That would be like having 2 rifle seasons.  My muzzel loader 
has miss fired many times while hunting.  That the trade off of getting to hunt before the rifle hunters.
i believe inlines belong in modern rifle seasons.
I believe we should be not be allowed to have fully enclosed systems, but I support the use of shotshell primers for ignition.
I do not suport electronic ignition muzzleloaders- only allowed during a "modern season"
I do support fully enclosed systems and center fire primers
I don't even approve of any inline ignition systems....
I don't know enough to comment/vote.
i don't think "inline" muzzle loaders should be in the same catagory as flint or precusion muzzle loaders, they are a perfect gun,, no misfires, and can shoot 
200 yds out of the box....
I feel that there should be a move to put limits on muzzleloader equipment.  I definitley DO NOT support the use of centerfire primers or electronic ignition 
systems.
I have never understood how an in line ignition system is exposed to the elements.  It is exposed only for the few seconds that the rifle is "cocked."  I guess 
it counts being exposed to the elements if it is exposed for just a few seconds to aim and fire.
I only support the use of shotshell primers i do not support the other changes. The reason I support primers is that some propellents are best ignited with 
primers.
I see no problem using the 209 system on a muzzleloader, just because the technology has advanced to this system doesn't mean you will see a bigger 
increase in the number of animals harvested.
I support a rule change to allow fully enclosed systems as sold on most black powder rifles.  This provides no option between allow everything or make no 
change.
I support more effective guns.
I support the hunters of Wa. period--if they have to bang 2 rocks together to get a spark to fire their weapon they will--make it easy ans less complicated for 
once and please change all the other useless laws in the hunting & fishing books--who needs to have all those laws to catch a fish or kill a critter--
I support the use of 209 primers mainly because they are more accessable, safer to use and help guarentee the ingition system to function properly, 
reducing the chances of a misfire or hangfire.
I support the use of traditional primitive weapons
I think allowing centerfire primers(ie. 209) and enclosed systems would increase participation.
I think in-line muzzleloaders should not be allowed in the muzzleloader only seasons.  I would only allow them during the modern firearm seasons.  Using 
an in-line defeats the purpose of using muzzleloaders in the first place.  People have lost sight of what muzzleloader hunting SHOULD be about.
I would like to see an exclusion to in-line muzzle loaders. Some of these weapons are like magnum modern rifles.
I would like to use this firearm, Genesis Muzzleloader by Remington.
I would muzzleload hunt if I could use 209 primers.
I would support 209 primers, but not electronic ignition.
I would take up muzzleloading if it were legal to use an enclosed 209 primer system using a scope. But the way it is now it is not appealing and therefore I 
stear away from it.
I'D LIKE TO SEE THE 209 PRIMERS ALLOWED.
If a person chooses a muzzle loader than it should be a traditional muzzel loader, otherwise it really has very little difference than a centerfire rifle.  Hold the 
line of this.
If a person wants to hunt with an inline muzzle loader, let him hunt in the modern firearms season.
If muzzeloader seasons are suppose to be for primitave weapons, then keep it primitave.
If primative units are established stay with traditional methods.
If the WDFW is looking for revenue which they are, don't think their not then don't restrict every little thing.  Is there really a measurable advantage to the 
209 primer?  Keep things simple.
If you are looking for more hunters to use ML, this is one of the best ways to do it. Again this will take more pressure away during MF and archery hunts 
and help ballence things out.
Inclusion of all technologies will increase hunter participation, These types of firearms will still require single shots and the same stalking techniques and 
accuracy requirements
In-line ignition is an effective aid for game pursuit in most other states; there is no logic in preventing Washington hunters from its use.
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It is becoming increasingly more difficult to find a weapon that is not "designed" for the 209 primers. When those are modified to shoot a percussion cap, 
the rate of ignition failure is unacceptable to any hunter.
It is getting difficult to find a rifle that is not using a 209 ignition system.  Allowing a 209 open to the elements may be a reasonable compromise.
It is still sporting with the 209 primer. You still only get 1 shot and with open sights you still have to get within 100 yards.
It may be viable to have a true prmative season where only the more restricted guns are allowed.
It shouldn't be as easy as a rifle.
It's getting harder to find muzzle loaders that are not 209 primer powered.  I would like to see 209 primers allowed.
It's getting very difficult to purchase a muzzleloader without a "fully enclosed" ignition system.
It's supposed to be a primitive type of hunt, so lets keep it that way.
Keep it as a primative weapon!
Keep it primitive.
keep it to the original intent of the true muzzle loader
Keep it traditional.
keep muzzleloaders primative
Keep the technology primitive as it was originally intended, or force users of the newer technology to hunt during modern firearm seasons only
Let the modern in-lines hunt during the general season and let them use all the bells and whistles that are available to them and let the primitive style 
muzzleloaders have the muzzleloading seasons.
Let's keep the muzzle loaders relatively "primitive" and increase the hunting opportunities (number of days and expanded selection of GMUs).
lift all restrictions, but combine Muzzlerloader and modern general seasons, and make current muzzleloader seasons any firearm open site only.
Like I said before this issue is a slippery slope. The whole concept of hunting with more primative weapons gets lost in these kinds of debates. Look in a 
history book. Find the date of the attack on fort Sumpter that started the Civil War. If a technology wasn't available on or before that date it is illegal. Simple, 
easy to enforce. No arguments.
Maintain the open exposed to the elements option, however utilising primers should be allowed. Finding manufacuter's are getting away from the traditional 
style caps, and weapons with these systems are getting harder to find.
MISS FIRE OF DELAYED SHOT MEANS BAD SHOT COME ON LETS GET REAL ABOUT WHAT WE ARE DOING HERE
Modern muzzleloaders should be legal, such as in-line shot shell and 209 primers. Optical sights should be legal on muzzleloaders also.
most of the muzzleloaders come that way now so why not allow.
Most of the muzzleloaders they sell in your sporting goods store aren't even legal in this state.
Muzzelloader should be considered a primative weapon hunt.  The state is getting away from that by allowing muzzelloaders that shoot as far and 
accurately as a modern rifle.  I think the state should go back to making it a primative hunting season.
muzzle loaders with shotgun shell caps are and should be treated as "modern rifles"
Muzzle loading technology is running at breakneck speed and you have to consider the ability to enforce against use of products illegal here that are legal 
in many other states.  Otherwise, we need to be able to use the modernized equipment assumedly in firearem restricted areas and/or have two seasons - 
one for original primitive muzzle equipment and one for modernized muzzle equipment.
N/A
N/A
Need to allow in-line muzzleloaders. It is already a challenge to get close to the game, let alone doing it with a flintlock. Leave it open to the hunter to make 
the choice on what they want to hunt with.  The old timers that like to hunt the old way - more power to them.
NO INLINE GUNS AT ALL SHOULD SIDEHAMMER
No In-line ignition allowed, others currently allowed remain
no opinion
NOT ELECTRONIC IGNITION, BUT LET US USE THE 209 PRIMER.
Once again open things up and you will have more people use muzzle loaders.  As a left hander I get hit with the blast of the cap every time.  Enclosing the 
ignition system helps with safety!
Once the muzzle loaders were allowed by mistake to hunt the late Goldendale area bow hunt.  I was apalled at the "modern-ness" of the muzzleloader. 
They really are a single shot high powered rifle. Lets get back to true muzzle-loaders.
Outlaw inlines. I can shoot 250 yards with those things. Accurately.
Per early issues of a lack of muzzleloading participation.  The current restrictions are what keep people from hunting black powder.... Not the season. Open 
them up to Scopes, in line ignition systems and more technologicly advanced projectiles. I quit black powder hunting for elk because in many instance they 
could take the abuse of a 54 cal 120 grain charge without a clean kill.
Perhaps a solution to giving muzzleloader hunters more time in the field is to break up the season into modern muzzle loaders and primitive muzzleloaders. 
Or make them two seperate hunting options that might be even better.
Please keep the muzzleloader seasons as it was originally intended to be - PRIMITIVE
primative weapons or not? Change this and I wouldn't support any muzzleloader hunting except during regular modern season.
Primitive seasons should only be for primitive weapons. The In-line weapons are not in the spirit of muzzleloading.
Primitive weapons only should be allowed, a flintlock only season would be perfect.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Quit making so many rules and just let people hunt.   Remove weapons from the game wardens belt to insure respect for the customer(hunter).
Regardless of ignition, you still have 1 shot to use. Good luck reloading quick enough should you miss.
Rifle primers??? Maybe, as long as they are exposed to the elements.
same as above its time to grow.
Same as above.
same comment as above
Shot shell and 209 primers should be legal - let's try to keep up with todays technology
SHOULD ALLOW 209 PRIMERS
Single shot that loads from the muzzle should be the rule. Safety is what its all about.
Stauts quo except allow 209 primer ignition.  It is hard to find a muzzl loader anymore that isn't 209 powered.
Stop splitting hairs. Fire is fire, who cares how it is made.
Support possibly allowing other primers (i.e. 209/shotshell).
The 209 primer and enclosed primer allow for a safer and quicker ignition, which relates to a safer hunting situation. The electronic ignition I am not sure 
about yet.
The current rule is too restrictive. This is part of the reason the state has low muzzle loader participation in hunts.
The industry is at a point that the only thing that meets Wa requirments is flint or wheellocks.  in lines that are exposed are way to hard to find.  Allow all 
types. Witch includes the use of 209 primers to match the newer guns.  This also might get more people into hunting with muzzleloaders.
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The Pacific Northwest has the harshest muzzleloader environment, and the most restrictions on combating moisture.  It almost seems as if the state is 
encouraging misfires.
The point of muzzle loading isn't to increase the chance of misfires, hang fires, and etc. It's one shot at a time having been loaded by hand from the 
muzzle. Allow the more reliable weapons.
the sport of hunting should promote the humane harvesting of all game animals. A wounded animal is a lost animal. Improvements in equipment and guns 
should be supported as it was and has been in archery hunting.
their isn't anything wrong with the cap but we should be able to cover it with something.
There are very few companies that make a muzzleloader that would be considered LEGAL in the state of WA
there is no advantage of 209 primers other than reliable ignition.they don't give extended range or any other benefit.other states have figured this out its 
about time this one did too
they don't make hardly make a cap primer model anymore.. they are all 209
This does not affect accuracy.  Just chance of getting a shot off.

This increased muzzleloader technology is detrimental to the sport.  This is supposed to be a primative weapon.  This is becoming a safety issue, with 
these modern muzzleloaders shooting over 200 yards.  Why not let the High Tech muzzleloaders hunt with the modern firearm hunters where they belong.
This is a shot in the dark but... I that the exposed primer restriction should not be included. It limits inline muzzleloaders most of which would have to be 
modified to use.    I understand the need for other restrictions. I don't think that electronic ignition, or centerfire primers should be allowed.
This is suppose to be a primitive type fire arm.
this is the method that should have been ok as soon as they came out
This one is safe.
This was set up originally as a primitive hunt and I would like it to go back to that concept.
To many animals get injured, we need a hotter ignition.  The weather is wet in the north west and I feel a closed system would be better. It is frustrating 
when you shoot and nothing happens.
Treat muzzleloaders same as modern firearm, no separate seasons or special treatment.

Using 209 style percussion caps will aid in more consitant shots being fired with out hang ups. Thus having less wounded and lost animals from hang fires.
We live in Washington, where it rains, a lot.  Why we have a rule in place that can allow a hangfire to occur, possibly causing a late shot that may wound 
instead of producing a clean kill is beyond me.  It is getting harder to find quality in-lines with exposed nipples.  Funny thing is that many retailers carry 
illegal weapons for use in Washington.
What is the logic is this restriction? The limitation is already inherent in the loading down the muzzle and the ballistic capability. Whats the logic for 
decreasing ignition reliability?
Why not just use single shot rifles open sight rifles, what is the differance?
With muzzle loaders either let them advance and use modern technology or restrict them to being more primative. But if they go more primative I think 
there hunting season should be resructured. If they stay more advanced they should be as restrictive as modern rifle
Would like to see other ignitions exept electronic
wy is wash. one of the only states in the US to not expand ignition systems.
Yes!
yOU CAN'T PURCHASE A MUZZLELOADER WHICH IS LEGAL NOW A DAYS
You do lose the traditional effect at some point you need to draw the line otherwise a muzzleloader just becomes a rifle
you get one chance here...that's it and your distance is 100-150 yards, if all is standing still...argue with me on this---you have never hunted with a 
muzzleloader and have no idea.
you might as well get rid of muzzleloader hunting if you go to an all enclosed system. That is just like a rifle and they are getting rifle like distance also when 
shooting.  Muzzle loader is supposed to be traditional.
you might get more muzzleloader hunters this way and solve your own problem
YOu want a clean kill and the hunter should have a fair advantage with his powder and igintion as the   modern rifle hunters do.
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Issue 9:
The current restrictions that apply to muzzleloader equipment used during a muzzleloader hunting seasons include the following:
A muzzleloading firearm is loaded from the muzzle and uses black powder or a black powder substitute as recommended by the manufacturer 
for use in muzzleloading firearms.
Ignition is to be wheel lock, matchlock, flintlock, or percussion using original style percussion caps that fit on the nipple and are exposed to the 
elements. Shot shell and 209 primers are not legal.

Sights must be open, peep, or of other open sight design. Fiber optic sights are legal. Telescopic sights or sights containing glass are not legal.
It is not legal to have any electrical device or equipment attached to a muzzleloading firearm while hunting.
A muzzleloading firearm used for deer must fire a single, nonjacketed lead projectile of nominal 40 caliber or larger, except that buckshot size #1 
or larger may be used in a smoothbore of 60 caliber or larger.
A muzzleloading firearm used for all other big game must fire a single, nonjacketed lead projectile of nominal 50 caliber or larger, or fire a single, 
nonjacketed lead projectile of at least 170 grains. 
Sights: Do you support the following changes to sights used during muzzleloader seasons?
"c" should also be do not support.  another case of not having my choice, only the depts choice.
"C." Above is ok but I would like to use a scope. Electronic devices are definately out though.
1x or one power scopes would allow for better sighting while not really extending the range of muzzleloaders in my opinion.
A is the best and I support.  B and C I do not support, however the automated survey will not allow for both B and C to not be supported.
A scope does not increase the chance of a hit just a quicker kill hit. And better bullet placement.
A scope sight on a muzzle loader allows for a much more accurate shooter picture. Reducing the number of deer that can be wouded and not recovered 
due to the open sights is the primary goal.
a scope would help ensure a better shot placement, therefore would likely make for a quicker and more humane kill. if you only get one shot, you want to 
make it the best possible.
a scoped muzzleloader will will not make it shoot farther just more accurate. now that our hunting population is getting older and our eyes grow older 
scopes should be allowed.besides,didn't they have scoped muzzleloaders in the civil war???
Abolish muzzle hunting.
Again Don't know
Again,  Most states allow it.....seems like we ought to as well.
Again, I DO NOT support the use of scopes, glass, or electronic sights.  I do support limiting sights and outlawing fiber optic sights is a small step in the 
right direction that really shouldn't hurt anyone.
all scopes should be allowed except for electronic sights.
All sights should be allowed.
Allow all Sights but electronic.  (I also do not support "B".  The survey would not let me chose more than one "Don't Support").
Allow for scope, or open sights.
allow glass sights or red dot if they do not magnify like a scope or project a dot out on the target itself.
Allow scopes
Allow scopes
Allow scopes and glass sights but do not allow electronic sights
Allow scopes for vision inpared
aLLOW SCOPES NO ELECTRONIC SIGHTS
Allow scopes that are a maximum of 1X.
Allow scopes up to 4 times optical zoom.  do not allow electronic devices.  Allowing a resticted scope size will likely result in cleaner kills and fewer crippled 
game animals.
Allow the use of glass sights.  Some of us older guys have quite a bit of trouble using peep and open sights.
Allow the use of scopes but not allow electronic sights
Allow unrestricted muzzleloaders to be legal in the modern firearm seasons.

Allowing better sights or optics to be used only will help eliminate the chance for a poor shot which may injure big game and may not be found, but still die.
An aging population of muzzleloader hunters and visually impaired hunters needs better identification of game animals.  Identification of game is very 
important to the hunt.
Any scope with glass but without magnification should be allowed.  EOTech holographic, and Burris Red Dot type sights are a resonable replacement for 
iron or peep sight.  These kinds of sights can help older hunter with older eyes but offer no magnification advantage.
As a person gets older, our eyes sight becomes poorer and open sites become blurry. Glass sights are necessary.
As an older hunter I cannot see well thru open sights.  A scope sight would allow me to use a muzzleloader.
As I get older in age and older as a hunter I still want to hunt with a muzzleloader, I am not saying that I support scoped muzzleloaders but maybe putting a 
limitation on the power of the scope would ba a option.
As stated above, muzzleloading has been increasingly becoming centerfire without the cartridge.  Keep the current restrictions.
BAD SHOTS MEAN DEER OR ELK GETING AWAY.WITH A SCOPE YOUR ODDS INCRESE IT RESOLTS IN LES WONDED ANIMALS
Ban in-lines.
Better shooting reduces the chances of wounded animals that cannot be quickly recovered.
Better shot placement and less wounded animals getting away. I realise the over confidence issue where people will try to take shots that are too long. 
Don't you think this already happens?
Clean kills are what we are after. Very good in restricted fire arm areas.
come on !The open sight restriction stops people like me who can't see open sights from hunting the seasons with a muzzleloader. I had to buy modern 
firearm this year.
Comment: again one can not select "Don't Support" on more than one selection.  The survey is controlling the answers and selections
Complete ban of muzzleloaders.
DO NOT expand allowable sights!!!  This defeats the purpose of using a primative weapon.
does the game department want dead game or wounded
Does this go for the bow and arrow people also.
Don't the hunters already have an unfair advantage - do they really need more?
Due to my age and failing eyesight, a scope would be very helpful in harvesting an animal.  My opportunities would be greater to harvest an animal and 
allow me to purchase future tags and licenses.
Eliminate muzzloding season
Eliminate separate muzzleloder season and roll it into firearm.  Then it doesn't make any difference which type of sight is used.

Page 152



Issue 9D-ML Equip
Expand the type of sight to allow scopes and glass sights only.
Expand the type of sights to allow scopes and glass sights
expand the types of sights to allow scopes, and glass sights, but not electronic sights
Expand the types of sights to allow scopes.
Fiber optics enhance visibility of open sights. Restricting this type of open sights and would eliminate a great deal of hunters who rely on the enhance 
visiblity of fiber optic sights to accuratly target their game.  My father for one would not be able to hunt muzzleloader season without the enhanced visiblity 
of fiber optic sites because he suffers from reduced vision
For those of us who can,t see open sights, even with glasses, there would be less wounded animals suffering and not found if scopes were allowed like the 
eastern states.
Front stuffers allow one shot basically. Any method to make the harvest more humane and more efficient I will support, includeing scopes.
get rid of the fiber optics.
glass sights with out electric ,old farts have problems focusing on open sights.
How about the fella that due to AGE cannot use iron/open sites anymore.  His eyesight is not as good anymore.  Give someone a chance.
Humane and accuracy come hand in hand....optics would increase the chance of clean harvest and not wounding animals wondering the woods to die a 
slow death later...
Hunting with muzzleloaders during the muzzleloading season should be restricted to PRIMITIVE weapons and equipment. Use Oregon, Idaho or Colorado 
as examples. PLEASE, bring back our primitive hunt.  Fiber optic sights are fine, especially for us older guys with receeding sight.
I am a muzzleloader and the traditional aspect should be retained. I believe I could rival modern firearm effective range and lethality (average) with a scope, 
a sabot, a range-finder and modern ignition. For this reason I belive all enhancements should be restricted to maintain seasons. Season opportunities 
would necessarily require being reduced in my opinion with firearm enhancements.
I am not a muzzleloader.
I can shoot with my eyes closed!!  As many hunters do--thats why I stay outta the woods during modern seasons of al types!
I don't support B but the survey would not allow me to respond that way.
I don't support item c, but software program will not allow me to state that as it wants to cancel others out.
I don't support option B either but the computer wouldn't let me check that circle.
I dont think any hunting equipment should be allowed to use electronic sights but they can use scopes or sights with glass.
I for one enjoy muzzleload hunting but as I age I find that my vision is not as accute as it was when I was young.  I feel that use of a scope would enhance 
my hunting experience.
I fully support glass sights but I'm not that familar with electronic sights
I have fiber optic sights and I like them.  Most muzzleloaders now come with fiber optic sights. I cant see making the sight limitations more restrictive.  As 
for glass on a muzzleloader, I have mixed feelings.  I could make a better shot if I had a scope resulting in a more humane kill.  On the other hand I feel a 
muzzleloader is not a long range gun.  People would be tempted to make longer shots with a scope probably resulting in more wounded animals.
I have hunted Wa. state for 51 years. As i grow older it is harder and harder to see thru the open sights. The modern firearms with the reach out ability are 
permitted scopes. I think this is a bit of discrimination against us older hunters who hunt with muzzleloaders and wish to continue to hunt and make humane 
kills
I know a number of people who would like to muzzleload generally older folks who don't have the eye sight they use to.  The use of a scope does not 
increase the range of the weapon and may in turn result in less wounded animals so i would fully support scopes but no electronics.
i like muzzload hunting . i had truble with open sights , i could see the front but back sight was blurd. i ran into some deer [more thn one] i souht 4 times 
mised ever time in sholder my rifel and walked off.  i think hunters with problem should be alowed use glass sights. you may laugh at this but i am a exslant 
sooter with a scope and  use to be with open sights my eyes have been failling i donot meat the requerments as blind.
I like the current sight set up.  Scopes go with longer rang modern guns.  Fiber optics are a great tool for peeps and open sights in the mornings and just 
before closing.
i myself am having sight issues,and my eyes are not getting any younger. i need sights at times and it would be nice if i had a scope on my black powder 
rifle
I only support C. No Change. I don't support either A or B in this section.
I see to many wound elk that are not tracked properly and lost/ wasted. This would increase kill ratio over wounding
I support both option A and C.  The expansion of glass sights or scopes should be limited to no more than 2 power magnification, perhaps 4 power for the 
lack of options of 2 power magnification glass available.  Electronic sights shall remain illegal.
I support neither A, nor B.  (Although, my ever older eyes would appreciate a "0" power (1x) scope option.)  Perhaps that ought to be an option permitted to 
"senior" hunters -- over 60 or 65 years.  It's a kind of "handicapped accessibility" issue.
I support the use of traditional primitive weapons.
I support this only because of sight difficulities for older or senior age hunters.
I think if you can use a scope and be more percise with your point of impac and make a more ethecal kill I am all in suport of it.
i think that in lines should only be used in general firearm seasons. i own one . my thinking is if you cant beat the than join them. ialso own a traditional, and 
would love to see muzzl go in that direction. ive seen to many people take shots that they should not be taking with inlines.  loose the inlines...
I think you have stuck a nice balance here.
I think you will have alot cleaner kills and a lot less wounded animals if you would just allow the use of scopes. That is what it should boil down to guys is 
clean well placed shots not trying to se what restrictions you can put on to make things harder.
I would like to see red dot and/or 2x scopes only.
I would rather see a dead animal  than a wonded one due to a bad shot. A clean kill should be perferred.
If a hunter has vision problems I would have no problem with them using special sights, scopes and etc.
If hunters want to use scopes, primers, etc., they're no longer using a primitive firearm.  These weapons should be allowed in some firearm restricted areas 
where the hunter possesses a modern firearm tag but may hunt that unit with restrictions on the firearm, such as the elk hunts in the Stella unit.  (maybe for 
urbanized areas, private land areas, etc.)
if it loads through the muzzel and does not have magnifing sight let them use it
IF IT LOOKS LIKE A RIFFLE, SOUNDS LIKE A RIFLE, SHOOTS LIKE A RIFLE THEN IT SHOULD HAVE THE SAME SEASON AS MODERN.
if people want scopes/etc on muzzleloaders treat them as being 'Modern Firearms'
If the guys really really want to shoot the new high tech muzzle loaders, they can, by all means use them during the modern seasons.  primative weapons, 
the new guns are not.    A lot of muzzle loader hunters jump back and forth to modern any way....
If the intent of hunting is to manage animals are your part and harvest game on mine, it only makes sense to allow for the most humane kill possible. Better 
sights would assist in that endeavor and lead to less mortally wounded yet unrecovered game.
If wounded animals is an epedemic, then allow improved sights.  it will lead to improved shooting.  (or longer range shooting, which may lead to an increase 
in woulded deer)
If you let the muzzler loaders hunt with all modern updates, they are hunting with a modern rifle.  Close their seasons and have them hunt the regular 
season.  I use a single shot rife!
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I'm 72 and as I get older I find it very hard to focus on two objects at the same time, so a scope or red dot is better for me. It means fewer wounded 
animals!!!!
I'm getting older and like to have a scope on all my weapons (well, not the bows).
Improvement in sights help to make a more accurate shot.
Improvements in equipment and guns should be supported as it was and has been in archery hunting.
IMPROVING THE ACCURACY OF THE SHOOTER IS IMPORTANT
IN MY BELIEF BETTER SIGHTS WOULD ATTRIBUTE TO BETTER SHOT PLACEMENT, AND THEREFORE BETTER KILLS. I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT 
ALLOWING SCOPES WOULD MEAN THAT MUZZLE LOADERS WOULD TAKE MORE GAME THAN ARE CURRENTLY ALOTTED. BUT I DO BELIEVE 
THAT THE OVERALL WOUND TO CLEAN KILL RATIO WOULD IMPROVE.
Increase numbers of muzzleloader hunters would increase if they were allowed to scopes, 209 primers and inclosed igntions.  We need more muzzleloader 
hunters.  Allow the use of more humane bullet types other than non-effective pure lead.
It changes the reason for muzzleloading -- getting back to nature.
it will only allow the one shot to be more accurate
it would be nice to use a scope where I hunt (desert) but laser and electronic's don't have a place.
It's supposed to be a primitive type of hunt, so lets keep it that way.
Just allow scopes, no elctronics though.  Some of these changes for muzzle loaders may take some of the pressure off the game during the modern rifle 
season.
Keep it as a primative weapon!
Keep it like it is.
keep muzzleloaders primative
Keep the technology primitive as it was originally intended, or force users of the newer technology to hunt during modern firearm seasons only
leave it open sights only.. no scopes
Leave this alone
less chance for wounded animals
lets make these guns primitive again
Low power scopes ok.  I have a hard time using open sights with my eyes. I have tried muzzleloader once.  I would like to have a more of a one shot kill, 
than shoot and try to find it because of my eyes.
Muzzel load is to be primitive hunting keep it that way or else hunt modern.
muzzle loaders are a primitive weapon
Muzzle loading hunts need to adhere to the "antiques weapons" ideal.  I've hunted for years in Utah and have watched their muzzle loader hunt become 
nothing more than a single shot modern firearms hunt  with very few restrictions. The muzzle loader hunt draws a tremendous amount of hunters simply 
becasue everyone wants to "get the first chance" at the deer and the weapons they can now use are nearly as efective as modern firearms (in fact, they 
really are modern firearms)  If they want to use modified, black powder weapons let them use them during the modern firearms hunt and leave the muzzle 
loader hunt to those of us who truly use replicas of antique weapons.
MUZZLELOADER HUNTERS ARE ALREADY SHOOTING DISTANCES THAT ARE UNETHICAL FOR THE HUMANE KILL OF THE ANIMAL. GIVING 
THEM SCOPED SIGHTS WOULD ONLY GIVE THEM A SENCE OF INCREASED RANGE AND WOULD RESULT IN MORE OF THE WOUNDING OF 
ANIMALS.
N/A
Need to keep it a short range proposition.  Scopes are not the answer except for older hunters withn aging eyes, say age 55 or older?
need to seperate archery and muzzleloading sight requirments.  to allow battery lighting on archery sights to light the fiber optics, most archery hunting is 
early morning and late evening.. it is my thought if the sights are more visable then less animals will be wounded and lost..
No change
No electronic sights
no opinion
no to electronic sights
Older hunters,and  others with  reading vision problems would make  more  humane kills if  scopes could be used.
One state currently allows scopes with no magnification.  I like this law to help in properer aiming which would cause fewer poor shots, but not give a 
significant advantage to the shooter
Optics mean better shot place, humane kills.  Not longer shots, muzzleloaders still have physics based limitations.
Our focus should be on the safe harvesting of game, not picking an arbitrary point on the continuum of opinion as to what is "sporting" or "not sporting."
Our hunters are getting older and many cannot use open sights effectively or ethically.  If you continue to restrict the high power inline 209 ignition 
weapons, you still effectively still have a short range firearm.
over 65years old should be allowed to use a scope
over the years my eye sight has diminished, I know need bI-focal glasses, they do not work well with hunting open sights, I can not pull up and sight my 
target as quickly and as safely as I used to. because of this I have missed animals, and not been able to make a shot that I would of been able to in the 
past. I feel handy capped.  I hunt with senior that also have this ability and it sickens me that the state has this type of restriction.  at a minimun a holo sight 
should be allowed, even with bad eyes it allows you fast, safe and accurate aim with out magnification of your target.
Part of the fun is using equipment with limited range.  If hunters want to shoot 200 yards, they should be using modern firearms.
Per early issues of a lack of muzzleloading participation.  The current restrictions are what keep people from hunting black powder.... Not the season. Open 
them up to Scopes, in line ignition systems and more technologicly advanced projectiles. I quit black powder hunting for elk because in many instance they 
could take the abuse of a 54 cal 120 grain charge without a clean kill.
Please keep the muzzleloader seasons as it was originally intended to be - PRIMITIVE
primative weapons or not? Change this and I wouldn't support any muzzleloader hunting except during regular modern season.
Primitive telescopic sights ARE feasible. Research and spell it out!
Primitive weapon = no scope. Otherwise, they're not much different than modern rifle and they shouldn't get better seasons.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Quit making so many rules and just let people hunt.   Remove weapons from the game wardens belt to insure respect for the customer(hunter).
Really, some people need optical sights. Aging, astigmatic, and farsighted eyes are at a great handicap even with corrective lenses. This is a major and 
largely unaddressed problem.
Remember that a lot of us are getting older and can't see open sights. YOU HAVE TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE OLDER HUNTERS WHO HAVE 
SUPPORTED THE WDFW FOR MANY YEARS & WE WILL FIGHT TO KEEP HUNTING WITH MUZZLELOADERS BUT WE NEED SCOPES NOW!!!!
Restrict Magnafication. 4X or less.
Reverse to more primitive weapon characteristics....
Same as above.
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scopes help identify legal game, not just more accuracy
scopes should be allowed as long as they don't provide magnification.     there is no reason to not allow 1x scopes... they are "traditional"
scopes should be allowed with restrictions [ 6 power max.]
Scopes take too much of the sport out.
scopes will make for better shooting thus there will be less lost game.
Scopes with No Power, is historcial with the MZ and should be allowed as in Utah.
See above comment.
see above comments
See previous comments above.
Sight picture.... See above....
sights with glass were used in the cival war era.
so as we get older and our eyes get weeker and the aid of a scope would give better shot placement and more positive ID of our quarry  but  by the current 
thinking we get punished for this ?  on this same reasoning for banning scopes and such we should also ban the use of prescription eye wear or contacts  
the logic is the same
So long as the season for muzzleloaders is also addressed, I'm fine with expanding their effectiveness.
Stop splitting hairs. Ehtical hunters should use modern technology to dispatch their game. More than 60% of all hunters are visually impaired in one way or 
another.
strongly support A
Support scopes but not electronic sights.
thats be fair with this, if a modern firearm can have a scoope why cant a muzzleloader?
thats the whole idea behind " PRIMITIVE WEAPON"....open sights only
The idea is to hunt as they did many years ago, so why make it easier? Get a modern firearm instead.
The limitations to all weapons are the sighting systems.
The only muzzleloaders that should be allowed glass or electronic sights are for certified eyesight issues and then the devices should not have any 
magnification.
The only thing I dont want to see is electronic devices.  I am ok with the present laws but I would not mind seeing scopes.  There has been several times 
that using a scope would have made the difference between taking the shot and letting it get away.  I hunt in thick areas and lets face it.  Sometimes it 
would help out.  Muzzleloaders have to remain silent and still.  The better we can see the better chance we will have.  That is as far as a I woul go.  Again 
no lazer sights and electronic bullcrap.  Hey let's do it like duck hunting.  No battery operated devices period.
The selection buttons on this question are broken. I wish to select "Don't support" for both A and C, but it doesn't let me.
The use of open sights make ML hunting a challenge, which is why I hunt that way.  If someone wants to use a single shot weapon with a scope, fine.
There is good technology out there to make a cleaner kill!
THEY SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO USE THE SAME EQUIPMENT THAT MASTER HUNTERS USE IN FIREARM RESTRICTED AREAS.
they wont shoot any further but old eyes could see better.
This is also safer for the game. Hunters are going to take longer range shots if they have a scope on or not.
This still would make it so the muzzle loader would want to get closer to the target. Thus making it differrent than a mod. firearm. But would allow for a 
cleaner quicker kill
this weapon should be traditional/primitieve in design and nature, not "modernized" as the Dept has done so well over the years.
this will make for a lot less wounded game and i support that
Those of us that find it necessary to wear glasses, find it difficult to focus on a rear sight, front sight and a target at the same time. Scopes, etc. would allow 
for less wounded animals and more humain kills..
Traditional methods should remain traditional.
Treat muzzleloaders same as modern firearm, no separate seasons or special treatment.
use of scopes, no electronics
We do need the use of scopes so there will be less wounded game.

WHAT A GREAT WAY TO GET MORE PEOPLE INVOLVED IN MUZZLELOADING, SCOPES ONLY NO ELECTRONIC STUFF ON A MUZZLELOADER.
What is the logic is this restriction? The limitation is already inherent in the loading down the muzzle and the ballistic capability. Whats the logic for 
decreasing sight reliability? We are WAY behind the power curve here and I dont know how this is still on the books. It all but prevents anyone over about 
55 from using a ML because of eyesight limitations.    WA is behind the curve and behind the times. Lets get rid of restrictions that aren't logical!
What we have works, leave it alone.  By allowing scopes/glass/electronic, you are increasing the harvest potential, taking the skill away from the hunter, 
and moving further from muzzleloading.

When equipped with enclosed ignition systems and scopes, many muzzleloaders differ from modern rifles only in how they are loaded and that one shot 
can be taken (and one ethical shot is usually all one gets).  In my opinion, muzzleloader hunting should stay rather primitive, so that it remains it own 
unique sport for those who enjoy the challenge.  If someone wants to use a scope or fail-proof ignition systems, they can hunt during the modern season.
When your complaining about not enough people muzzleloading something needs to entice more people. perhaps a combination of better options for 
seasons, draws and equipment. I do have a little problem with scopes personally however, it seems a bit too much.
Why not just use modern firearms - at least this doesn't discriminate against the elderly.
WHY NOT MAKE MUZZLELOADER A MORE EFFECTIVE GUN, MAKING FOR LESS WOUNDED ANIMALS AND LOST GAME
Why not.
with better bullets and sights I  think we would have alot less wounded game if you want to keep it traditional then bow hunting should be long bows and 
wooden arrows to keep technolgy out of both choices
you might draw more hunters away from the modern firearm, which would possible help out deer population
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Issue 10:
Currently, there are 500 permits available for elk and 1500 permits available for deer. Under the current regulations, if you are selected for a 
multiple season permit you may hunt in any open GMU during all general seasons. Elk multiple season tag holders can hunt eastern and 
western Washington.
Do you support the following changes to multiple season permits?
(I also do not support "B".  The survey would not let me chose more than one "Don't Support").
Add more elk and make it geographical. make it part of the points program
Again - the form does not work here.  I support A, B and C, but could not enter them as ssuch.
Again, ID/MT & WY have it mastered.  Let people hunt where they want with the weapon they want but make them pay for it by buying the appropriate 
"stamp" endorsement.  I'm tired of having to drive far from where I live to kill a deer just because I want to use a specific type of weapon, when there are 
animals in my front field!  It's just bad regulation and not common sense.
all big game tags should be a multiple season permit with out any additional permits or raffle puchases.
All multi season draws and redraws should be done by may 15th. After that the remaining should be sold on a first come first serve basis.
All seasons, all game, regardless of weapon permits should be available.
Allow hunters to buy one tag and hunt whatever season is open untill tag is filled.
allow mutiple season permits on any general draw applications including 2nd deer apps and cow elk apps.  the multiple tags are more expensive and 
should allow these situations
allow people to go in as a group of up to 3. This might draw people to pay for the tag when they get drawn. Also its a special permit why are you charging 
$140 dollars when you get drawn. I think people put in for this but, hope they don't get picked because they'll pay for it deerly!!!!!
Allow us to buy the multi season tags. not a permit. The harvest would be one elk and the WDFW would draw more money.
Allowing permit holders to go anywhere, doesn't make sense if you've got some sensitive populations to manage.
ALso make sur ethe drawings are done in accordance with the rules set forth prior to selecting permits and then notifying people that oh there was amistake 
and your draw of your name didn't count and that we must do it over, Set the rules and deadlines n the regulations hold to thim don't go in the last day and 
say oh we have allot of late entries so we will give them a few more days. That is not fair to the people that read the regs and apply as directed by the 
deadlines set forth to begin with.
Any chance to hunt longer is better....
Anything it takes to reduce the over crowding of hunters.
B. create multiple season deer permits:  Neutral
Be realistic. The purpose of milti season tags is for more revenue. Just up the cost to $300 for a resident and $750 for a non resident and let the hunters 
buy them as they want. No restrictions on the mumbers of permits sold.
buy multiple tags but allow only one deer or elk harvested
Cancle the program. All this does is give people with more money an advantage.
change the cost for the hunts- $164+$5 is seen as just a money grab. Both my partner and I were   drawn and didnt buy, for the limited increase in 
opportunity
Check boxes don't work properly on this page.  I support A and B, don't support C and am neutral on D
Coding error (again).  This page will not allow me to select more than one support level.  I am neutral on A-D.
combine the permit into 1...make it so the permit holder can hunt both animals in one permit and include bear....
COMMENT: do away with multiple season permits.  It is just a fund raiser for the WDFW.
Completely eliminate East Side/West Side restrictions. If I posess a deer or elk tag it should be good state wide. Special permits should remain as they 
exist now.
Create more youth elk hunting opportunities instead. The current youth hunting options for elk are inadequate and discouraging. I am sickened by the lack 
of opprtunities for youth across the board and the increase in all the "Master Hunter" opportunities. A true master hunter is someone who teached a child to 
love the outdoors, respect nature and wildlife, and leave the woods better after they leave than when they came. That should be the focus, not more special 
permit opportunities. I hate taking my son out into the woods for modern rifle elk seasons with all the knuckleheads and weekend warriors littering the 
woods and without any concern for safety. I want a better environment and he deserves one. Plus, the hunters with youth are spending more dollars that 
support WDFW anyway. They are buying licenses for both themselves and their children and equipment for both too. Not to mention all the snacks that kids 
love to eat helping the local grocers.     I'm not sure why youth hunts are so limited. If the argument is that they are not going to make a good shot on an 

CREATE SMALLER AREAS FOR BOTH DEER AND ELK AT A REASONABLE PRICE FOR THE ONES THAT CAN'T AFFORD YOUR HIGH PRICES!!!!
creating multiple season permits for smaller geographic areas would be a good idea, but only if it did not eliminate any of the currently existing state-wide 
tags.
Cut the price down, allow more. $164 is a money making scheme. If you can only take one animal, there isn't a huge difference. If numbers rise manage by 
area/gmu. Too many rules. (I'm getting ready to move to find a better state. This appears to be managed by tree huggers more that biologists)
Depends on the area and the the amount that needs to be harvest. If one area is over stock of deer up the permits for that area.
Divide current permit numbers among current GMU's 100,200,300 etc. Allocating the highest number of permits to the areas that need herd control.
Do away with easter/western designation
do away with the east/west elk tag program.
Do away with the westside and eastside selection.
Don't believe should have these permits
Don't charge $165 for the multi-season permit unless you get an additional tag.
DON'T CHARGE EXTRA FOR MULTI SEASON TAGS, IF YOU GET DRAWN YOU SHOULD NOT HAVE TO PAY MORE FOR IT AFTER YOUR 
SPECIAL APLICATION FEE.
dont like multiple seasons tags
Don't support smaller geographic areas
drop the price a little you are making hunting a rich man sport!! no wonder people want to poach.
Eliminate general seasosna and change to only permits for all hunts.
Eliminate multiple season permits.
Eliminate or reduce the fee for these permits
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the bulls fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of 
and developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Eliminate these permits.  They affect the harvest success reducing opportunity for others.  They create exclusive opportunity based on ones ability to pay 
more money.
Expand the number of statewide permits available for Elk and Deer.
Expand the number of statewide permits, so we increase our revenue to purchase more valuable deer and elk habitat.
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First I am disappointed the WDFW had to stop what we had in the 1970 s, which was buy an archery stamp and any hunter could afford to hunt with any 
weapon. Most WA. hunters see whole this new system the last few years, as purely a way for the dept. to collect more funds from a select few that can 
afford to do it. It is quickly becoming a rich mans sport to hunt more than a few weekends a year.     Why not seriously open up debate and science of doing 
as Idaho and other surrounding states do and allow all hunters the opportunity to hunt more with multiple wepons if they wish to pay a small user fee for the 
privilege. The dept. could probalbly make more money and also receive more funds from the Pitman Act with the sales of more recreation equipment 
overall in the long run?
gaurantee hunters one gmu special permit hunt also. You might make a restriction to hunts with over 25 tags.
GET RID OF EAST / WEST ELK TAGS, MAKE ELK STATE WIDE !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Get rid of multiple season permits.
Get rid of these permits
Give more opportunity like other states when animals are in rut.
Greatly increase the number of deer multiple season permits, but not elk.  We need more hunters and this might just do it.
Have fish and wildlife stop breaking up the Deer and Elk heards with airplanes just before the opening of the seasons this is illegal for people to do WHY is 
it allowed for them to harrass these's animals.. We do pre season scout's find the animals then WDFWL comes in and chases them all over the 
place....Should not be ALLOWED.....
have the draw earlier in the year ( March )and require purchace within 15 days of draw then repeat until all tags are sold. Second draw has been historically 
close to special permit deadline.
Have the drawing earlier and do not have any more drawings after the special permit deadline. Last year I was notified on Sept. 15th that I drew a 
multiseason deer permit. I would have liked the opportunity to have put in for different special permits.
how does this work, we have 4 questions and only 3 choices?
how many people really use these permits in all three seasons?
Hunters should be required to pay the tag fee at the time of application process. This would reduce the time and money taken to redraw to reach the 
desired tag numbers. Too many people back out of this opportunity.
I am not in support of multiple season hunters.  It partly negates the reason we went to resource allocation in the first place.

I believe that you should not restrict elk hunters to eastern or western choices for general seasons. An elk tag should be good for any open gmu in the state
I believe the state should offer multi use tags for areas to cover both deer and elk
I believe there are to many deer permits in some areas now. I think you should keep it the way it is you put in for the area you want to hunt only.
I believe we have enough killing thank you.
I believe we should eliminate entirely the "stratified chose your weapon" seasons. I think hunters should be able to pick their weapon of choice and hunt any 
season, much like the multi-season permit however with-out the draw. I personnally enjoy my time in the woods and think more hunter opportunities will 
help keep this sport alive and entice more hunters into the sport by giving them more opportunites.
I can't select don't support more than ONCE. Another outstanding technological breakdown for the WDFW.    I DO NOT support A-D.
I do not support "A" or "B" but your program will not take two checks in any one column.
I do not support permits for smaller geographic areas for either elk or deer.  Expand the number of permits available statewide
I do not support the extra fee for these permits.
I DON"T support A-C, but it will only let me select one "don't support".  I don't support this program at all.
I don't know enough about what you're trying to accomplish to make a recommendation.
I don't like it to start with- it's a benefit to the wealthy only.
I don't support A,B and C; your survey would not let me select Don't Support for all three.
I don't support any changes in m s permits other than 500 more permits for both deer and elk. The advantage of having one for elk is to be able to hunt both 
sides of the state it is rediculous enough you have it for general seasons more so for special permits but it would be rediculous to take that away for multi 
season permits.
I don't support item a, but software program will not allow me to state that as it wants to cancel others out.
I don't support multiple season permits any way it's done.
I don't support multiple season permits.
i don't under stand whay we have to choose east or west for elk
I don't use muzzleloader or archery so this is a moot point!
I feel every state resident should be allowed to hunt in all user group seasons. When this was changes years ago to "pick your weapon" I was outraged. 
This was someones great idea to manage hunters not to manage wildlife. Every hunter is only allowed one animal anyway, what does it matter which 
weapon or season they harvest it in. If there are too many animals being harvested in certain GMUs then make them permit only.

I feel that any individual should be able to hunt in any season, with the appropriate weapon for that season until they fill their tag.  The current system is a 
MONEY GRUBBING PINK ELEPHANT  that stomps on my ability to enjoy hunting time that should stop only when I am successful in a given season.
I feel that multiple season permits should be available to anyone who wants one.  I feel the department is abusing their authority in restricting the number of 
permits and charging so much for them.
I feel the $164.00 price tag should include the deer or elk tag as well or lower the cost to $100.00 for the permit. also there should be a point option as well 
for applying
I feel there should be a point option for the draw process.  I also feel the 164.00 price is a bit much maybe a 100.00 would be more realistic
I hate multiple season permits.  Get rid of them.
I have been applying for the special permits in the Grayback area near Golden dale eversince they started the program, and have been drawn only once. 
I'm 72 now and it's beginning to look like I'll never get drawn again. And when we did get drawn we only saw 3 other hunters in a week of hunting.
I have not desided if I like or dislike the multiple season permites or not.  As I understand it though the hunter can only harvest one animal peride.
I hear alot permit hunters say that they can only hunt a few days of their permit. What if there was a section of (more) permits available with shorter number 
of days!!!
I like it as is.  However, I only apply for elk.  The cost is too prohibitive for deer.
I like the idea of multiple season permits.  Options A and B are preferable to Option C, if increasing statewide permits were to reduce the smaller 
geographic area permits.
I see this as a revenue making option only...lower the price of this option & I would apply
I should be able to answer these the same since there are only 3 choices and 4 questions.  I wanted to stand neutral on BOTH A and B and it would not 
take that information.
I support A & B
I support A B AND C. Your page won't let me support all three.
I support A because if would help the hunters who are not drawn for an Eastern WA permit but live in Western WA because of rising fuel prices.
I support A but the survey would not let me respond that way.
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I support A, B and C    Your survey doesn't function properly.  I click Support under the issues and it erases the one above it since they are in the same 
vertical column.  Talk to your computer dept.  This isn't the first time in this survey that this has happened and I am starting to get annoyed that the quality 
controls aren't there.
I support A-C, but your system won't let me select all three.
I support all of these options. This section does not allow me to support all of these choices.
I support both A and B.  The machine wouldn't allow me to choose both.
I support more permits, and also smaller geographic area permits for deer and elk
I think for the cost of the multi season tag (164.25)you should be able to use any weapon during all three seasons.
I think it working just the way it is.
I think that residents should be able to purchase a multi-season tag with no permit-drawing for a reasonable fee for say $100, it would probably generate 
more money.
I think that the state should charge the permit fee upfront on these tags when they are applied for so that guys who really want them and will buy them have 
a better chance at getting one. Too many people are in the applying game but won't spend the money when they draw these tags and it costs the state a lot 
of money to do redraws and not sell all the tags.
I think the multiple season permit should include the licence and tag for $164.
I think the state could generate more revenue by making multi season permits available to any hunter who is willing to pay a higher price. for example deer 
$250 Elk $350 for the tag Thanks. Alan Kangas 360-608-0665
I think there should be a lot more of these permits. It not only provides more oppertunity for those of us that love to hunt but it also is a great source of 
income for your agency. There are a lot of people that love to hunt with all 3 weapons and having to choose in this state really sucks. PLEASE INCREASE 
THESE PERMITS AS MUCH AS YOU CAN!!!!!
I think thses permits are a joke, the other states I hunt only charge me $20 to hunt with my bow on top of my rifle tag $165 is ridiculous, its as if the state 
cares more about the money  than the wildlife and I hope thats not the case.
I want to check Don't Support for smaller geographic areas for both deer and elk but the surrvey won't allow it.  There are 4 choices but you can only 
answer 3.  Bad programming.  Not sure who came up the statewide permit idea but it was pretty good.
I was chosen for a deer permit this year and was thrilled - until I saw the price tag!  I can hunt out of state for about the same price and, in the future, will 
probably do just that.  I'll reserve judgement until after the season but I am a lot less thrilled after having paid so much money.  I'll have to check closer on 
the elk tag price but, if it is proportionate to the deer tag, I'll be going out of state before paying the price for that one as well.
I would also support A or B, but the survey will not allow me to select more than one "Support" answer. However, if multiple season permits (for deer or elk) 
were available for smaller geographic areas, there should be FEWER statewide permits. The TOTAL number of multiple season permits could possibly be 
expanded if many are not statewide, although not by much (as most people probably would hunt one smaller area anyway, especially considering the cost 
of gas these days).
I would do away with them period!
I would expand the statewide number and also create permits for both deer and elk in smaller geographic areas.
I would like to see it go away ? No permits issued.
I would like to see more multiple season permits for youths
I would like to see multiple seasons for smaller geographic areas for both deer and elk.
I would like to see partnership permits
I would prefer everyone be allowed a permit for an animal in the entire state, or restricted to a certain GMU or GUMs.  Allow the hunters to hunt any method 
they want.  Once they use their permit, they are done and can stay in camp and wash dishes.  By establishing certain harvest limits by GMU(s), there is 
more control over harvest.  Who cares how they took it?  If there are overpopulation problems, this may help to reduce herds also.
Ido not support multiple season premits. They add hunter to a over crowded woods
Idon't support any of these ideas, but again one can't mark them so. If it an't broke DON'T fix it.
If you are already restricting to one deer one elk then let everyone hunt multi-season.
If you make geographic areas smaller. It would not be fair for all the multipe season hunters that didn't get draw and have bounce points.
I'm against the permits only in Whiteriver GMU 653! All you accomplished is better hunting for the indians.
I'm not in favor of any of these multi season permits!
Im not sure of the point of multiple season permits. I would be in favor of re-allocating permits to give out more regular special elk and deer permits. Why is 
it necessary to hunt with multiple weapons in a given season.
In general, I would like to see less pressure and improved survival rates for specific areas that need help by using more special permits and not having 
some GMU open to general hunting. Use permits to manage the herds, and quality of hunt.
In my opinion the following needs to be addressed. If you apply for a special permit, and you are drawn, you will have a limited amount of time to purchase, 
otherwise four fit it back to the public to purchase.
Increase the number of permits and increase the price as a fund raising opportunity.
Interesting that you have 4 questions, but allow us to choose only 3 of them and have to leave one unanswered.
Issue no permits.

It is a great opportunity for getting more of our youth involved in hunting. It will continue to help our youth because they can be in the field more each year.
It should be buy an elk tag hunt either side you want.  Should not be eastern and western tags.  Elk pick your weapon, hunt in that season either side.   
Deer hunt any season hunt either side.   Maintain  one bag limit, maintain area restrictions.
It sound like more more money for the state and more opportunities for the hunter. But ask the Bio's if it would hurt the hurds before changing rules.

Keep it east and west with current GMU's,  Again I am stronglly against the current runaway state hunting lottery system primarily for revenue generation
Keep up the good work, reduce the fee for the ms tags.

Let everyone have one ! If they pay it seems to me you guys are managing money and people not so much game.  I have been putting in for permits for  15 
years back when I was 39  now at age 54, I still have never been selected and some of my friends have been selected for the same permits 2and 3 times
Lets go to a any wepons state!!!! Or give us the option to buy a tag for say 250.00 for any wepons.
Licenses should be able to be used for elk thruout the state.  People as a rule don't wander all over, but they do go to more than one area if the hunting is 
poor where they started.
Like a majority of the hunters in this state, I do not support any multiple season permits.
longer seasons, elk permit only
LOWER THE COST OF MULI SEASON PERMITS.
Lower the cost, and expand number of permits. Also like the idea of the smaller geographic permits for both deer and elk, but the survey would let me 
select both.
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Lower the price on the multiple season permits.  I didn t read the fine print prior to application and was unpleasantly surprised to receive a congratulatory  
letter informing me my tag would cost $164.25.  This seems purely like a revenue stream to me.  I am essentially charged for several tags yet still only 
allowed to harvest only one deer.  I will be able to spread out my hunting days, but probably won't get many more days in the field.  Why do we have to 
choose a method anyway? What is the science behind it?  I cross paths with a lot of modern firearm hunters.  This method seems to concentrate hunters 
into modern firearm season because it is the easiest harvest for most. No matter what, each hunter gets one tag for harvest with the exception of the few 
special permits.
Make it a tag purchase option, not a draw.
make multiple season permits over the counter for everyone (see previous comments)
Make multiple seson permits open to everybody, like it used to be. Charge five dollars extra if you must, but this multiple season permit for 169.00 is 
terrible. If you go back to the way it used to be the revenues will be much higher.
Make the permits more affordable. You still only get one tag!
more people in the field isn't a good thing in my mind, i'm not sure what to think about this yet.
more permits equate to more revenue for the dept.  expand as long as it does not impact opportunities for others.
Multiple hunt tags only put more pressure on the animals and more crowding and more harvest. I am not a fan of the multiple tag.
multiple season permits are good money makers I don't believe there impact is to great most people don't realize until they paid for it that there not going to 
use it to its full potential
MULTIPLE SEASON PERMITS COST TO MUCH!!
Multiple season permits should not cost extra money as it is established in many other states.
My earlier statements about hunting all 3 seasons should apply here. It should be open to anyone who wants to pay a premium license fee with the same 
tag restrictions. Perhaps split the elk season permits to east and west so as not to create congestions in some of the more popular areas.
My feelings on this is if you are a resident of Washington, and buy a hunting license, you should be able to hunt anywhere in the State any ways.
my only comment is they are grossly over priced
Need a better system for the drawing of tags espectally for the young and Disabled
Neutral on A and B
No change.  Should be determined by herd size and health.
no more multi-season tags
not a fan of these. Think we should get rid of them
now this one's a money maker, give out more and use the money to help that elk herd we were talking about earlier.
Number of permits is not the problem--access is---the amount of critters in the areas are--the time of year the season are in---number of laws each hunter 
has to abide by--monies paid to support this states hunting & fishing seasons goes someone else besides back into the wildlife areas.
Once again, 1 deer "tag" with the option of purchasing an archery or muzzleloader "stamp". This is the way most states do it, it gives hunters the most 
amount of time in the woods, and would more than likely eliminate the constant review of shortening/lengthening seasons.
Once again, I feel as if I don t personally have all the data required to make any recommendation here. My over-riding desire is that we 1) maintain or 
increase the herd numbers that we now have, 2) that we raise the numbers of game taken by hunters if at all possible. That means that the hunter is the 
ONLY controlling agent used to maintain/increase herd numbers. I hear too many stories of our Department using their own staff and contracted game 
killers to control herd populations even while they are severly limiting the numbers of hunters allowed in the field and other factors (season 
timing/length/road closures/gun controls/etc.) limit the kill ratios. Even if this is only partially true, it is totally unacceptable in my eyes. It is purely lazy, mis-
management and is working totally contrary to our rights as American hunters and sportsmen. A very important way of life is dying in America and this very 
issue is at the heart of much of it. The Department may not be able, in all cases, to set exact season permit numbers, length of season, areas open, etc. 
one needs to look at each gmu these are very vage question not able to give a good answer
One thing that still bugs me is when special permits were required in the Toutle unit to allow for elk recovery from the aftermath of the 1980 eruption.  This 
unit is still in lockdown 28 years later (special permits only).  It must be for different reasons, now.  What are those reasons?  This needs to be addressed 
and studied and released and discussed with the public.
Open the season longer to LOCALS within the county.
Open up Mt. St. Hellens for many more bull permits!
Perhaps make an additional number of these available for purchase at a high rate - say, similar to out of state tag - see if there is a demand that would 
raise extra cash for wildlife - My work schedule varies year to year and several times I have not been able to hunt during a season I had to purchase a tag 
for in June...  I would pay $250 to be able to hunt multiple seasons - still only 1 animal, but more hunting opportunity; this may be a way to get people more 
ineterested in Muzzleloader and Archery - especially since many of those seasons are earlier in the year - before Modern...
Please crack down on Indian poachers. I am seriously considering moving out of the state because the game numbers are so poor.
Please Please manage the animials and not the people
Poor question, shouldn't be asked to choose between non-exclusive choices.  I support A, B, and C, but am not allowed to choose this even though they 
address different answers to different questions
Possibly allow the purchase of multiple season.  Archery and modern firearm for example. But still have only one tag.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Quit making so many rules and just let people hunt.   Remove weapons from the game wardens belt to insure respect for the customer(hunter).
Reduce the cost to out of state hunters...what a rip.  My father can no longer afford to hunt with our family unless we buy him the tag.  Really depressed him 
last year.
SEE ISSUE #6
see prev, comments.  Consider opening for all hunters in all three seasons, yet only one tag per hunter.  Why not? Still one harvested animal, more 
successfull hunt for all
Seperate permits and seperate preference points for cows and bulls.
STILL BELIEVE WE NEED TO EXPAND THE PERMITS TO ANY PERSON WILLING TO COMMIT TO THE EXTRA FEE...MORE HUNTER TIME IN THE 
FIELD FOR THE HARD CORE GUYS
stop avoiding the issue that the yakimas are killing all the big bulls on the colockum
Support smaller geographic areas for both deer and elk, but could only mark support on one item.
Survey did not allow me to support B and C
Survey response mechanism is mis-programmed.  A: don't support; B: don't support; C: don't support; D: support.    Multiple-season permits should be on a 
limited entry basis, but should not require additional purchase unless additional tags are available.  I was selected for a multiple season tag, but it was not 
worth the $160+ for a longer opportunity for the single deer that I will likely harvest during my regular season.  I purchased the permit application without 
understanding that additional fees would apply if selected.
The answer "buttons" did not work properly for this question.  Clearly there is a demand for multi season tags that far outstrips the supply.  WDFW should 
raise the price or raise the number tags available
The answer portion of this questionnaire does not allow duplicate responses for A. B. & C.  It should.  I support C. and I am neutral on A. & B.
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The choice's on this questions don't seem to work right
The clickies don't work.  I support smaller areas and more permits for all species
The cost of this is ridiculous, this appears to be only a gimmick to make money.  And less about creating opportunity for the sportsman, and managing 
wildlife.  The price of gas, is hampering our opportunity.  Because of the cost of the tag, and cost associated with travel to and from hunting, I will not buy a 
permit for this opportunity.   I realize saying this, that this creates a good opportunity for those that can afford it.  But that sucks, hunting should be about 
utilizing resources, and not WHO CAN AFFORD IT!!!!
The creation of multiple season permits was a mistake and should of never happened. I know this brings in alot of revenue but it also puts more hunters in 
the field and that is our biggest problem.
The game regulations are far too complicated as they are - I'd like to see the whole thing simplified - eliminate all of the special permit this and that and go 
back to simple....limit tags and limit hunters to control the wildlife populations.....
The multiple season permit is a great idea but we should be able to harvest one animal per weapon season.  One tag is not enough for the price we have to 
pay.
The purpose of the permits is to get more money for you to waste. The seasons should be open to all and do away with all thses b.s. drawings.
the survey is in error for this Question. will only allow ranking not choices.
The survey won't allow me to support proposals for 2 different species.  I support both A and B amd am Neutral on C and D
The whole program sucks.  The deer permits are worthless unless you can harvest something in a permit only hunt.  The elk permits are ok.  The price of 
the permits are ridiculous.
The whole purpose for seperating the seasons was to reduce crowding. Now you are raffling off these permits. This is WRONG!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Then points system doesnt work  I have 11 points and cant get drawn.
There needs to be areas in this state where you can have a multiple season hunting. I do not understand why this state went to the system it now has.
There seems to be a bug in this option. I am unable to mark "Dont Support" on more than 1 of the choices. I do not support choice A or B.
There should be a season for some areas that includes the week of Thanksgiving.  My dad used to hunt during the Thanksgiving week until they changed 
the season.  Thanksgiving was a traditional day to hunt, and it often snowed, making it a great hunting day.
they are too damned much money i have been drawn two times and could not afford it
they cost to much, multi season lets you go when you can afford to go again.
they would be ok if they weren't quite so expensive..........
This is a good avenue to expand hunting opportunity.  Keep both elk and deer statewide.
This is broken. It is not possible to answer all four questions.
this is just another way for rich people to buy more hunting season. it needs to go the way of the dodo bird
This is the way it should be - equal access to game to all people.
this may help address problem animals. You hunt them longer you make them wary of human encounters thus keeping them out of urban areas.
This question doesn't work.  Only 3 choices for 4 questions that must be rank ordered.  The multiple season permit system is probably so complex, my poor 
little brain wouldn't be able to comprehend it.
This question is hosed--you aren't allowed to answer it properly. Statistically, you should toss the results.
This question is messed up too.  I can only answer 3 of the 4 questions, because when I select a 4th, it removes the last selection I made for that choice.  
Example, I chose Neutral for A, Don't Support for B, and Support for D.  If I click Don't Support for C, it takes it away from B.    My answers are A: Don't 
Support, B: Don't Support, C: Don't Support, D: Support    (I'm using Firefox browser)
This question is not allowing proper responses I can only select one Support and one Neutral and One Don't Support.
This question is not working properly.  I only seem to be allowed one support, one neutral and one don't support.  No change works for me.
This questionair should allow me to choose both don't support's for smaller geographic areas for elk and deer.
This screwed up program won't let me say I don't support smaller areas for deer or elk, only lets me select one. Is this on purpose? I also believe you 
should be able to draw more than one special hunt. One for each weapon, not as it is now, which allows a hunter to only draw one permit for one weapon 
and then you are done. Again, you can only harvest ONE animal.
This section would not allow me to enter my selections.
This should be part of the master hunter program. If a master hunter wants to hunt in multi seasons they should have a permit available for purchase
This system seems to be designed to sell permits.  I don't think it is necessary at all!
This tag is not good for the animals.  It is used to generate revenue alone.
to new and i dont realy understand. are you allowed to hunt in permit units. say the toutle or margret units.
WA is special permit crazy. Why not allow one deer and one elk and then just have pt restrictions in certain areas?
we should be able to hunt elk in all of washington state whether we live on the west side or the east side.  I would like to be able to put in for a permit for an 
eastside bull, but still be able to hunt elk on the west side if I don't draw.
were killing all the baby elk spikes in eastern washington thats just change to big bull only 4 point or better and get the herds up again this washington 
game dept has everything messed up
What kind of question is this? I thought you considered overall deer and elk populations before allowing these permits.
where does the money from this permit go?
Why can I not NOT support BOTH #1 and 2 or SUPORT both #3 and 4??? And once again....open your wallets WIDER Boys and Girls!! Smaller areas 
people would be inclined to put in for more than one. How about you just make it available to everyone?  Youd get more$$$ that way for $165.00a pop. 
When I sarted hunting you coud do it for FREE for years. Until one of these questionnaires in the early '80's
Why can't I check "neutral" for all of these?

Why can't the whole hunting system be changed? There should be no need to choose a hunting method and then be locked in it for the year. Until I moved 
to Washington I had never heard of this set up. It should be that you buy your license and tag, then you go hunt the season. If you prefere archery only so 
be it, but if you want to hunt archery, rifle, and muzzleloader great. More oppurtunities to be in the outdoors with your family and friends. Also a great way to 
put more money into the economy. The key is all hunters have to follow the game limits and one the tags are filled then you are done for the year.
Why no cow permits in Lick Creek (I think area 143).  Did you kunckle under to the 4 O outfit and the hunting club. You could have at least split the 
permits.It.s quite dissapointing to purchase a permit then find out no permits in the area you have been hunting for as long as cow permits (25) where 
issued.
Without knowing how effective permits are in sustaining herds, have no opinion as to changing the numbers.
wont let you choose more than one support or don't support, so can't fully answer
You need to allow partnerships on multi-season permits.
You need to hold the drawings a lot earlier because people hunt out of state hunting, this states hunting, and life in general get in the way. Also, at a certain 
date you should just sell the remaining tags, no one wants one of these tags if they are going to receive it the day before opening season, people make 
plans far in advance of what they are going to do for hunting that year.
You pay enough money to hunt where you would like.
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You should also be able to expand the number of statewide permits available.  Deer is a big thing here on the North East side of the state.  If you look at 
the total cost of property damage done by deer/vehicle contact,  you should have more permits.  For every one deer/vehicle contact, there is probably 5 that 
go unreported.
your form does not allow you to choose support for all the options they are not mutually exclusive. You should be able to geographically control the permits 
while simultaneously be increasing the number right?
Your program has a glitch on this one.  I doesn't allow me to select support for more than one answer.  I support limiting the geographical areas for multiple 
season permits for both elk and deer.  I don't suppord C. or D.
Your seasons are so short and restrictive, ALL permits should be multiple season
Your system does not allow for answering all questions, I do not support creating smaller geographic areas for deer or elk multiseason permit holders. I was 
fortunate and drew both permits for the 2007 season and it was great to be able to go in the woods for all the seasons.
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Issue 11:
Currently, hunters are allowed to hunt for black bear and cougar during deer and elk seasons. Concern has been expressed regarding the 
number of hunters that don't have a valid deer or elk tag who claim to be hunting bear or cougar. The concern is that they are party hunting and 
intend to shoot someone else's deer or elk.
Rank the following options, with "1" being your most preferred and "6" being your least preferred.

"B", "C", and "D" are not supported by me at all.  They all deserve a "6."  You are forcing people to make choices they do not believe in or may not want.
6 for A thru D
A except if they have filled their respective deer/elk tag, they should be able to still hunt for bear/cougar
A few bad apples....
A hunter should be able to hunt bear or cougar any time during the season without having deer or elk tags!
A rating of 6 on B thru E.
A regulation should be included to clarify that the only weapon to be used is that specified for the current season of the deer or elk
A seems the most logical - cougar and bear hunters have plenty of time to hunt, the seasons are long.
a would be fine as long as you can still bear/cougar hunt if have fill either of the deer/elk tag
A, B, C, D are not acceptable to me at all. They all rate a "6".
A.  Your agency must "sell" this.  There is a risk you could be accused of only trying to increase revenue by selling more tags.  Oregon has the requirement 
in an effort partly to reduce party hunting but in actuality is has limited success.  It requires lots of enforcement officers in the field.
Absolutely there are some guys party hunting.  Eliminating the fun of packing a rifle while hunting with your friends in case you see a bear or cougar won't 
change the small number of hunters that cheat.  Leave the reg alone so dad can carry while hunting with his son or daughter that hasn't yet filled a tag, and 
try to bust the bad guys.
According to WDFW stats. trying to control bear and cougar populations by suppling inexpensive tags to deer and elk hunters is ineffective.  Baiting for 
bear and hounds for both bear and cougar are the only effective ways to get back in control of bear and cougar populations.
A-D WOULD ALL BE 6.  PUNISHING RESPONSIBLE HUNTERS LIKE OUR GROUP IS NOT RIGHT BASED ON SOMEONE ELSE NOT FOLLOWING 
THE LAW.  FOR EXAMPLE--TO ELIMINATE DRUNK DRIVING WE SHOULD ELIMINATE DRIVING ALL TOGETHER.  HOW SILLY IS THAT.  I AM 
VERY LIMITED TO THE AMOUNT OF DAYS THAT I CAN HUNT EACH YEAR.  I WOULD NEVER GET A CHANCE TO BEAR HUNT OR COUGAR 
HUNT IF IT WERE NOT INCLUDED IN MY DEER AND ELK SEASONS.   BAD IDEA!
again looking at this wrong the bigger concern should be the people party hunting and shoot a bear or cougar because they dont have that tag but johnny 
does so shoot it he will tag it.  This probably the most bacward question on the sheet.  Only close it if you really just dont trust the guys.
Again this is an effort to manage people not the animials
All bear should be controlled in the spring with over the counter tags. Couger should be controlled with dogs in the winter. 50% of the spring bear tags are 
not even used across the State. Those tags that are not used should be available to me over the couter. We should be allowed to bait and use dogs. The 
same goes for the couger. Bears and cougers are very hard to get and they kill alot of deer and elk. The couger deal is starting to piss me off. My friend 
has drawn the tag the past two years and the season has been closed before it started because they met the female quota during deer and elk seasons. If 
there is that many females then there must be a ton of cougers.
allow baiting for bear!
allow baiting for cougar and bear, allow hunting with dogs for both species
Allow baiting of bear and cougar and allow hunting during deer and elk seasons.
Allow cougar hunting in the north eastern units by foot hunters until march 15th!!
allow cougar hunts during hunting seasons. There are getting to be too many over here in eastern washington. At times it can be dangerous for less 
experienced hunters.
Allow cougar/bear hunting within deer and elk season to weapon of choice for deer/elk(archery only during archery season/muzzle loader only during 
muzzle loader season Ete.)
allow hound hunting for bears and cats
Allow hunting with dogs
allow party hunting if they are in voice contact.  that's how it is in wisconsin.
allow year round couger and bear hunting
Although a valid concern, this most likely represents only the smallest percentage of hunters.  The are may of us hunt for all species of game and if one 
takes his deer or elk then the bear and cougar season will then end as well, this is in no way fair to the hunter.

Are you crazy?  Because you let the people remove the most useful tool for controlling predatore, DOGS.  You MUST have cougar and bear season open 
during deer and elk seasons to control predator populations.  Maybe WDFW just doesn't want any deer or elk in the state, especially in the blue mountains.
Are you proposing to create laws to keep people from doing illegal things? Ah I'm thinking this will not be affective.
Arrest the violators and let them defend themselves in court.
assume that they are party hunting is wrong. Make the cougar and bear tags mandatory with deer or elk tags.
b, c, and d should all be # 6.. I STRONGLY DISAGREE WITH THESE OPTIONS
B., C., D.:  all get a "6"
Ban them all, of course.
Bear/cougar hunters must have valid deer/elk  tags during rifle seasons.
Black bear and Cougar are incidental animals...keeping the season and availablity helps keep the numbers in check...this is a good plan....allow all a 
chance if they see one...which is not likely anyways....
Black Bear and cougars should be ILLEGAL to Kill.
BRING BACK BAITING AND HOUNDS FOR THESE ANIMALS AND SET THE SEASONS HOWEVER YOU LIKE!
Bring back baiting for bear and dog hunting for cougar without a permit
By not allowing a archery tag holder to be in the woods during modern season, some of us miss out on spending time int he woods with our buddies who 
do not archery hunt. Most laws are set up to assume people will obey. those that will not obey will shoot anything anytime they wish regardless of the law. 
Perhaps the temptation may be too much for certain individuals, but party hunting will happen regardless of any law changes.
By not allowing selection of the same number, such as 6, for each selection you are forcing a skewed results and the survey is worthless.  My self, I get a 
bear and cougar tag and hunt wit a group during elk season.  I don't want to get an elk some years and want to hunt grouse and cougar.
Cats are hard to find. Seems like you need to stumble onto them during elk or deer season to have a chance.
Close all bear hunting opportunities the day before general elk seasons open......elk season seems to be the major time of concern in Pacific County.
Close cougar hunting seasons. Permanently.
close during archery
closing bear and cougar seasons during deer and elk season is not fair.  Especially considering that people work and dont get alot of time off to hunt.  gas 
prices are also rediculus.  It cost too much money to go hunting and not be able to hunt for every animal possible.
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Concern by which paranoid wildlife agents?  Just because folks like to hunt together, and one or more of them has filled a deer or elk tag, doesn't mean 
they're going to shoot someone else's deer.  It's much more likely they're glad to be out hunting with their partners and hoping to fill a bear or cougar tag.  
What actual data exists in the form of violations written that supports this "part hunting" concern?
Concerns do not mean that hunters are party hunting. Make the very small percentage of the guilty pay stiff fines and lose of hunting privilages for party 
hunting and do not penalize all who might have an opportunity for a bear or cougar while hunting for deer or elk. This is especially true in the suburban 
areas where all tend to create more conflicts.
cougar and bear seasons should be open during all seasons, as uninformed people in the cities of western washington pushed for wildlife changes based 
on emotion rather than the deprtment of wildlife actually managing the resource based onthe real world and not PETA's wants.  these seasons need to be 
wide open for incidental sport since normal management no longer exists
Cougars are dangerous for children. They should be hunted year around in suburban areas.
Cougars open year round all hunters, methods.
Create a combination tag for Deer/Elk/Bear (i.e., cheaper than buying separately).  Keep cougar tags separate, but require cougar hunters to have a valid 
deer or elk tag.
Do like Oregon and you can't hunt or shoot anything that you don't have a tag for IN HAND
Don't close bear or cougar seasons as you will ruin "targets of opportunity" that occur for honest hunters.  Punish the bad guys, not everybody.  Please 
stop the micromanagement.
Don't close cougar or bear seasons during any deer or elk seasons. Get some game wardens out there to enforce the laws. Do your jobs.
Dont even change this!! There are a lot of people like myself who only get so much vacation in a year and I want to hunt all that I can when I am on my 
vacation and that includes bear and cougar!!!!These people that you are concerned about are criminals and they will be criminals if cougar and bear is 
open or not. I DO NOT LIKE ANY OF THESE OPTIONS OTHER THAN LEAVE IT THE WAY IT IS!!!!
Don't make it any more complex than it is!  If you have a tag for cougar or bear you should be allowed to hunt cougar or bear!
Don't punish all for the actions of a few.  Cite hunters who violate the law on a case by case basis.  There are MANY ways to exploit WA's regs like paying 
for my tags in April and then not picking them up and "choosing" tag type only after killing an animal, first with a bow, then MZ, then rifle, etc.  Again, focus 
enforcement on SPECIFIC situations and not "blanket" across-the-board regulation.  ALSO:  you should be able to use your deer or elk tag to tag a bear if 
you choose.  Other states utilize this tool, I think WA. should too.

Don't punish bear and cougar huntings for a few bad apples. Don't regulate based upon pure speculation. If I was to say that I speculated that people were 
going over the speed limit and then lowered I-5 to 25 miles an hour how would I look? Not smart. People who might be taking animals without tags are not 
going to follow any rules anyway. You need to hit the ground and get those people in the field. Regulation by punishment is not necessary. Get some 
prosecuting attorneys which can kick butt on poachers. Also the incentives should be higher for people turning in "trophy" animals. Not monetarily though. I 
hunt bear and cougar and buy my tags every year. The good thing (if there is one) about people using their buddies tag is that at least someone had a tag..
Don't punish the whole hunting community for a few bad apples. Continue to enforce what we have and rely on tips from the honest hunters. Some hunting 
groups already lost the dog and baiting issue. Too few cougars and bears are now killed by random luck during deer and Elk season. Please don't cut the 
season any shorter. In fact you should be seriously considering opening General Bear season in June or by no later than July 1st as it was during the 
1970's since bears numbers may soon be approaching those population levels if left unchecked. Or if you want to appease the pure backpacking group 
wait until July 5th.
During archery and ML hunting seasons you can only take cougar or bear with a weapon maching the current hunting season, and close during modern 
firearm seasons.
Encourage more master hunter participation,  emphasis ethics, most hunters grew up in some kind of team hunting set up so the master hunter program 
discourages the team approach, it is nice to keep the hunting party together once you have harvested your deer or elk, and just restrict yourself to cougar 
or bear opportunity and be ethical
Enforce the current laws.  Not create further restrictions.
Enforcement would help I very seldom see any fish and wildlife officers in the field.
even after my deer tag has been filled, I still go out hunting for bear. I should have to end my season because only one of my tags is filled. Where I live the 
limit cougar season to same days as deer season. Would this eliminate the cougar season, I hope not!!! If I get cut off after filling my deer tag, why even 
bother with the bear/cougar tags.
Ever run into a couger in the wild with a bow? we are not aloud to carry a fire arm for protection. and then we are not aloud to shot them either. How smart 
is that. I guess more hunters will die.
Everyone knows that people hunting after they have filled there elk or deer tag are party hunting and using the loophole that they are, "couger or bear 
hunting". Why not allow the harvest of couger and bears all the way through the late muzzeloader and archery seasons as long as the hunter posseses a 
valid deer or elk tag for that area. As soon as you notch your deer or elk tag, your done hunting elk,deer, bear,and couger as long as there is a big game 
season in effect.
Expand bait and dogs for cougar and bear.
Eyes in the woods is the best we have to monitor this.
Find out which is the most abused situation, such as modern deer. Then require them to hold permits for that time. Maybe modern firearm deer, since it 
has the highest potential for abuse. Also, they can say they are bullfrog hunting. You can't eliminate all abuse. You can however watch, catch and make it 
known where the poaching or illegal situations occur. Word will travel fast as abusers are caught.
for Bear allow Baiting again because you will not let us use Dogs to find the bears any more....
Give them their own seasons outside of other hunters and let them use dogs.
Guys.... They could claim to be coyote hunting with no tag at all.  Chaning the season would loose you revenue because Deer and Elk hunters would not by 
Couger and Bear tags.... Most buy them incase they come accrose a bear or couger during Elk or Deer season.  DO NOT PUNISH ETHICAL HUNTERS 
DUE TO POOR DECISIONS MADE BY OTHER.
have bear & cougar seasons open 365 days a year
Have more law enforcement in field. In 20 years of hunting I've seen 3 Game Wardens, one I called to report a poacher.
Have tha proper tags to hunt.
Heaven forbid a hunter be successful harvesting a deer or elk and still be allowed to be in the woods to try and harvest a bear or cougar too. Changes to 
current regulation to option A, B, or C implies sucessfull hunters are all poachers and takes away their rights to hunt other game.
here we go again the assumption that we are all out there breaking the law , the guys that are out there doing as you state are going to do what they do 
anyway ,and its wrong to punish all of us with these onerous rules , why cant i go harvest a bear or a cat  after i take my deer ?
Here we go again, assumptions that there are bad guys out there hurt the rest of us legal hunters.  Sure there may be a few party hunters but I do not see 
that there are that many.  I as an archery hunter by every tag available and I only really have the two weeks during archery elk to possibly take all four 
animals.  I sure don't want another restriction on me due to the fact some yayhoo may or may not be hunting illegally.  I guess if you must require bear and 
cougar hunters to possess deer and elk tags then that is the best way, restricting legal hunters is absolutely not the way to go!!!
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Hmmmm...How about we enforce poaching laws vigorously.  Bottom line is, if the hunter is going to be unethical, he is going to be unethical no matter what 
restrictions you place on all hunters.  It is not always fair to harm the honest hunters.  Most support I think would be toward no change and vigorous 
enforcement, however, I know you are limited in funds and officers.  Therefore, maybe choise "A" would be best and less restrictive to the honest hunters, 
but hurt those who want to save a buck and make them go to the field with a gun but no tage where there is more of a chance of getting stopped and cught. 
It appears the unethical hunters are working a loophole by purchasing the least tage possibel, then going out and hunting illegally.  I don't have a problem 
with group hunting, but I see the problems it creates with permits. How about creating a group hunting permit which allows any big game animal during the 
appropriate season with each hunter in the group listed as participants.  This way it is trackable and enforceable.
Hopefully, the department will wake up to this party hunting scenerio!!!  Something needs to be done, the sooner the better!
how can a person hunt without a proper tag?
Hunter must have valid deer/elk licence to hunt cougar and bear during the season.
Hunters that are hunting cougar or bear during deer/elk season should have valid tags for all animals that are in season, this would discourge "party 
hunting" and provide for easier monitoring of all hunters during these seasons.
Hunters who party hunt are breaking WDFW laws, making seasons to hinder poachers is not a option.
I agree as I buy a tag for all, so should they or they should not be in the feild as they are taking away from other hunters as they are party hunting. I have 
come across a few hunters and have ask them during deer season are you hunting deer and they said no I am hunting bear and they are staying at a deer 
camp. Thats not hard to figure out what they are doing.
I agree party hunting does happen.  I see it often and think a deer/elk tag should be in possession to hunt cougar/bear.
i agree this is a problem but people will quit buying the bear and cougar combo because like myself i just buy these tags in case i see one while deer or elk 
hunting i dont specifically hunt them so i would not buy the tags if not allowed to hunt bear and cougar during these seasons
I agree with A
I archery hunt, however my daughter just got her hunter ed card and can not draw 40lbs, so she will rifle hunt this year, by allowing me to carry a rifle for 
bear or cougar I can also be in the woods actively hunting and mentoring with her. By lossing this opportunity we will loss the next generation of hunters 
and outdoorsmen. We can not afford this. This is what we are about
I believe we are starting to have a cougar problem lets not make it worse
I can see now how you force a twisted result by only allowing preffered (least/most) rather than support/don't support. Why don't you let people vote 1-6? 
on all questions?
I choose to hunt for bear and cougar with a rifle, I hunt deer and elk with archery equipment.  I realize that I can't hunt with a rifle during archery or 
muzzleloader season, but I do have the option of hunting with the weapon that is in season for the cougar and bear.
I do not support A-D, but can only mark one as a 6.  I don't support party hunting, but by requiring valid tags or closing seasons only eliminates opportunity 
for honest hunters and may limit harvest of these animals especially if you close duing all deer and elk seasons.  I would support more restrictions during 
these seasons if the use of bait and dogs could be brought back allowing hunters to taget these animals again.
I do not support any of these propsed changes.
I dont believe there are enough hunters doing this to warrent a new law.
I don't hunt bear or cougar but i don't feel that a person who doesn't hunt deer or elk should have to purchase a tag that they don't intend to use.  this would 
make the statistics wrong anyway when you are counting tags against kill.  Don't be charging money where it doesn't need to be spent,
I don't personally have a problem with this issue as stated.
I don't see this as a problem.
I don't support any of the first 4 options.  Enforcement and prosecution should be the focus rather than restricting the rights of hunters.
I don't support closing bear and cougar during elk or deer seasons, especially for archery. Most of the time that is the only opportunity I have to run into a 
cougar or bear or hunt them.  There will always be party hunters who break the rules regardless if they use cougar and bear hunting as their excuse for 
being in the woods. Let's not subtract opportunities for ethical hunters because of a few bad ones.
I don't think that you have too many people out there shooting game for other people.
I doubt that this is a major issue even though it may happen on occasion.
I feel that A is the best overall choice.
I have a problem with not being able to hunt cougar and bear during deer and elk season.  That's the only time most people get chance to hunt cougar or 
bear.  If I'm hunting cougar or bear uring deer or elk season and don't have a valid deer or elk tag, that means that I have harvested a deer or an elk.  I do 
not party hunt and I a honest person.  I know there can be a problem in this area, but I thought that is why we have game wardens.
I have carried a bear and cougar tag for several seasons now. I consider myself to be hunting deer and elk, not bear or cougar. However, I hunt in areas 
where there are plenty of bear and cougar (I have seen a number of bear and a friend was 20 yards from a cougar in one area I hunt). PLEASE DO NOT 
consider closing bear or cougar seasons during archery deer or elk seasons!  I carry the bear and cougar tags on the chance that I have a close encounter 
with a bear or cougar. With the tag, I can shoot and don't have to worry about whether or not I might get in trouble for protecting myself.
I hold bear and cougar tags and have gone out hunting in modern firearm season in which I hunt Elk and Deer Archery. It seems to me that you accuse 
those of hunting  as parting hunting so close down the season to all is your answer. Why not make your enforcement officers prove parting hunting instead 
of just making everyone guilty. If someone is breaking the law deal with them kinda like drunk drivers.
I hunt bear and cougar and do not hunt deer some years. I should be allowed to hunt during the regular hunting season. Reducing the deer and cougar kills 
increases their year around killing of the deer, elk and other animals. This includes domestic animals.
I like to stay at hunting camp and hunt Bear if I already have an Elk.  Why screw up my few hunting opportunities.
I purchase Bear and Cougar tag, I have never filled one. The only reason I buy them is to take advantage of seeing one during Deer or Elk season because 
I do not have enough time to just go out and hunt Bear or Cougar.
I ran into this problem last year when I saw a guy walking down the road with a high powerd rifle during muzzleloader Elk season.  It seems a bit fishy to 
me sometimes.
I spend a lot of time hunting for bear/cougar after I have alredy filled my deer or elk tags. I also like to look for bear/cougar while I am hunting deer/elk.  Any 
option presented except "no change" would make my practices illegal.  I see nothing wrong witht he way I currently hunt, and do not wish to be forced to 
change.
I strongly agree that Cougar & Bear Hunters need to possess Deer & Elk Tags... Fair is Fair, I don't honestly know any Cougar or Bear Hunters who dont 
possess Deer & Elk Tags!
I support "A" but with the exeption that even if they filled there elk or deer tag they could still hunt beer or cougar.
I support the party hunting concept and multiple species hunting.  I enjoy seeing cougars and bear in the wild and, while I might not feel like harvesting one, 
others should be allowed to if they choose (and are going to eat them).  I'm not sure about how overall bear numbers stack up so am neutral on hunting 
them except that I don't see very many when I'm out.  Ditto for cougars although I appreciated the one that showed up in our neighborhood last winter.  The 
deer damage to our trees/shrubs dropped way off.  The neighbors appealed to WDFW to remove it and your folks declined.  I supported their decision fully -
if you live in the country, you have to expect the "country" to live near you. If it came down to a choice of cougars and bears or stray pets (particularly cats 
eating all the birds), I'd take the cougars any day.  Back to party hunting - if you can manage hunting pressure and harvest without out party hunting, you 
can manage it with party hunting l just as well - only it would be somewhat different and possibly even more restrictive since you would expect harvest per 
I they are cought just make stiffer fines.  That should hinder that.
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I think that if I buy a tag package and have harvested my animal and still want to carry a weapon and try to get lucky (I have never seen a bear or a cougar 
in the wild and I don't know why I buy them) I should be able to. However, if I feel like jeapordizing my hunting and my wallet balance and have some paper 
work laid on me, then I could make that decission. I suppose the right thing would be is to have a valid tag to hunt. Does your revenue go down by selling 
less bear and cougar tags to guys like me?
I think that option A is the best solution by a country mile!!!
I think this is a problem as well. Require anyone possessing a modern firearm over .24 caliber to have a valid deer or elk tag if in forest during modern deer 
and elk seasons.
I think this stinks. There are times when someone has tagged out that still would like to hunt. Bear and cougar provide that opportunity. Please do not 
change the law for a few bad apples
I though the object of giving cheap bear and cougar tags were to help to reduce predation and install fear of humans in these species. If this is the case 
then the occasional chance of party hunting infractions should be overlooked. The biggest down side would be that someone who paid over $100.00 for the 
opportunity to hunt gets to put some meat in the freezer.
I would like to see western Washington bear season be included with the late muzzle loader season.
I would not like to see any change.  I get only so much vacation time and i would be disapointed to not have the opportunity to hunt all of the big game 
animals i purchase tags for during that time.  if you were to close those overlapping seasons i think you would see adramatic decline in license sales which 
intern would affect the operations budget of the department which is already short of funding.  please don't take away any more opportunities than have 
already been removed.  i was able to bag my first cougar last year during modern firearm deer season and didn't get a deer so you can't say that all  people 
are party hunting and using the bear or cougar tag to harvest somebody elses deer or elk with a valid tag.  I am proof courgar is the only animal I harvested 
last year and had i not been able to hunt cougar during deer season I wouldn't have even gotten that.
I would stop buying the bear and cougar tags if I could not hunt them during my deer and elk hunts.
I wouldn't make a change based on a "concern". If actual data shows that people are in fact party hunting, then I may change my mind. I enjoy trecking in 
the woods after I have taken a deer, and while the rest of my party hunts for theirs. I would like to be able to take a bear or couger during that time.
I'd like to see more seasons for cougar, as my daughter had one walking down a driveway at a neighbors home, where there are 5 small childern living. We 
have to many in our area. My best friends father was a cat hunter, when I was growing up, never had a problem finding them even when they had a bounty 
on them in the 50's. We need to get rid of more of them.
I'd say either take cougar and bear away from every hunter during deer and elk seasons or allow it for everyone because there is no valid legal arguement  
for why someone with legal tags can't be out there. I've always chosen just the deer and elk combo because I'm cheap, my friends who have more 
expendable income always opt for the whole package, and that's to fish and wildlife's benifit.
IF a hunter in hunting camp can show that he has a tagged elk or deer in camp, he should still be allowed to hunt for bear and cougar for the duration of his 
hunt with his family / buddies.  Who wants to just sit in camp?
IF A HUNTER IS CARRYING A FIREARM DURING A DEER OF ELK SEASON HE/SHE SHOULD HAVE A VAILD TAG FOR THE RESPECTIVE 
SEASON. THERE ARE TO MANY HUNTERS WITHOUT TAGS THAT HUNT FOR ELK AND DEER UNDER THE PROTECTION OF THERE BEAR 
TAGS!!!!!
If a hunter is convicted of party hunting, the hunter should lose all hunting privileges for 5 years and be fined $5000.00.
If a hunter possesses a valid license, they should be able to hunt these animals.
If group hunting is happening, making them buy a tag is not going to change what they are doing in the group..
If I can't hunt bear or cougar while hunting deer or elk I will no longer purchase the tags.  If I can no longer hunt after filling my deer or elk tag I will consider 
going out of state where I will also have a better chance for a large rack.
if i kill a deer and want to keep hunting with my other tag who are you to tell me i cant keep hunting

If i was "hunting bear or cougar" in say the long island GMU area during deer and elk season I could see concern for party hunting, however, if I am hunting 
in a puget sound GMU  I would see no reason for concern. Closing the season seems like it will only encourage poaching and other irresponsible acts.  It 
would be interesting to know what areas this is a concern in; then publish it in the hunting pamphlet so responsible hunters can keep their eyes open.
If party hunting were legal, there wouldn't be this concern.
if people are party hunting, they will eventually be caught
if seasons are closed what would be the point of buying a tag.  A lot of people I think do most of the bear and cougar killing during dear and elk season by 
luck.  What would happen to the archer he could not hunt bear or cougar during rifle of muzzeloader season and so on
if that be the case that cougar and bear hunters are taking big game without proper tags by all means make it a capital crime and be done with them who 
poch
If the hunter has already harvested his elk or deer he should not be prevented from hunting bear or cougar. Many of my friends spend multiple days on our 
trips and have the time to hunt bear after we harvest our deer or elk. Unless the "concern" is supported by documented cases then I see this as a way to 
limit an individuals legal hunting experience.
If these seasons are closed during deer and elk, there may not be enough of them harvested
If they are party hunting then I hope that they get caught by authorities.
if they say they are hunting an animal using a legal method during a legal season, maybe they are.
If you are hunting during regular or late seasons you should have appropriate tags for that season.
If you are worried of such problems how about more enforcement? The ANTI hunters will LOVE this question too. I wish I could rank 2,3,and 4 as a 6!!
Impose stiffer penalties??
In idaho you can use your deer tag for bear or couger.then there would be that problem.
In order to harvest the proper amount of cougar and bear, you need to allow the season to run as long as you can during elk and deer seasons.  The 
majority of the bear and cougar are harvested as incidental during the deer and elk season.  We need this to properly control the populations of cougar and 
bear.  Doing this has decreased the fawn/calf mortality from cougar and bear kills.  The regulations should be changed to: allow for only same weapon type 
to be used for all big game ie. archery only for elk, deer, bear, cougar or modern fire arm only for elk, deer, bear, cougar, etc.  No cross weapon type for 
different big game.  Hunters must choose same type weapons for all big game hunting prior to season openings. This would eliminate almost all party 
hunting.
Include couger and bear tags with deer and elk tags at no cost, since the state pays nothing to manage these species
Increase cougar opportunities
Increase penalties when you catch them-10 years no hunting and loss of weapon
Increase the penalty for illegally harvesting a deer/elk. Detour by eliminating hunting privlages. Educate new/young hunters. I recently sat in on my son's 
hunter safety classes and this was not touched on. educate the young for it is there future.
Increase undercover agents in the woods.
Is there any evidence or simply concern. How many cougar and bear hunters are discovered without deer/elk tags should be considered. Seems like a non-
issue to me but I haven't seen any data. Without hound hunting, the cougar population must be controlled and keeping it open during deer and elk seasons 
is a must.
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Is this really that big of an issue? there are always jerks that try and ruin it for the rest of us. hunters should be vigilant when hunting and to report poaching.
Issue a multiple tag allowing for bear, cougar, deer and elk
It is bad enough that the cougar population is increasing due to the dog hunting be banded. Only time that I could have an oppurtunity to shoot a cougar or 
bear is when I am in the woods, especially during deer and elk seasons. I have never seen eithe a cougar or bear while hunting but some day.
It is nearly impossible to kill a cougar while hunting let alone targeting a cougar.  I purchase the tag kind of like the lottery ticket.  I may never see one to 
shoot at but I would hate to see one where I actually had a shot and no tag!
It seems that closing cougar and bear hunting during any deer or elk season is contrary to the rationale for establishing the multiple big-game license which 
was established following the ban on hound hunting. Closing cougar and bear hunting duing deer and elk seasons would reduce the harvest of these 
species, perhaps to levels below what the Department desires. If this is not true and the Department is confident that cougar and bear harvests goals will 
be met, then I am less opposed to closing during these seasons. However, I view such a closure as further degredation of hunting opportunity and I am still 
generally opposed to it.
It's all concern. Don't punish hunters based upon speculatory information.
Its hard enough to hunt bear as it is without being able to bait, it will only make it more difficult taking away hunting days.
just closing cougar and bear during riffle elk would solve 99% of the problem
Just get out there and police it, don't punish everyone because of some bad apples.  Get your game wardens off Homeland Security and back into the 
woods like it used to be.
just move the price of the bear and cougar tags up to levels just above the price of an elk or deer tag,  once again you people are over thinking. So what if 
someone IS in the hunting camp to JUST HUNT FOR BEAR, frankly it does happen you know.
Keep bear and cougar season open as long as possible. Must have deer and or elk tag to hunt bear or cougar.
Keep cougar season open during deer and elk season.
Keep current rules.  Strengthen penalties for game violations.
Keeping bear season open thru late bucks whole season would be really nice.  I ran into more bear during the last day of late buck than I have ever seen!!   
Got some nice pictures though!
Leave as is....opportunties to harvest bear and cougar will be lost if closures are made.
Leave bear and cougar seasons open. I think this type of party hunting rarely happens if at all.
Leave bear season open til the end of modern firearm elk season.
Leave rules the same , and eliminate the special hunter group
Leave this as it is.
lengthen both season, allow hound hunting as well as hunting at night for cougars, we need reduce these numbers.
let them party hunt
Let us have the option to hunt bear and cougar during established deer and elk seasons.
Let us hunt, there are alredy to many restrictions with the regulations.
Lets face it most people wont pay for gas just to go cougar are bear hunting so the only way your going to have any kind of harvest is if people see them 
when hunting deer or elk, Thats the only time im going to shoot one and i wouldnt spend the extra money for big game combo if i didnt have a season while 
i was deer and elk hunting
let's not legislate to a concern only
Lets not punish the legal hunter who has all the valid tags during a deer or elk hunt. Make the party hunters buy the tags during the deer and elk season or 
they can not hunt for bear and cougar during that time.
Make an all inclusive tag to cover all game animals.  Keep honest hunters honest.  You can't regulate poachers.
Make it illegal to shoot someone elses deer or elk.  Oops, that's already illegal so you don't need to change a thing.
make them have a valid tag for the big game season
Make them have the stupid tag!!!  These are the guys who are poachers plain and simple.  Get them out of the woods or make them get a tag.  Fine them 
huge if the get caught without one.  Feel free to look at my license.  I have all 4 on my license every year.
Many hunters hunt only during a vacation, especially bow and elk hunters.  If you get lucky and take your deer or elk early in an early season then you are 
effectively done without the very real opportunity for a bear in most areas.  If you are hunting with a group and are unwilling or unable to leave them to go to 
another area where you could be "legal" you are also severely restricted.  With the inclusion of nearly all handguns as legal you don't even have the 
opportunity to leave the rifle and keep the handgun for protection.  In some areas you cannot even go to shotguns for birds because you don't want to 
disturb area.
maybe close bear and cougar during deer and elk but extend the bear cougar season
Maybe we should legalize party hunting since 90% of hunters do it anyway.
MORE ENFORCEMENT WOULD BE A WAY TO HELP REDUCE THIS PROBLEM.
most  hunter don't do that, but most all hunter don't have much time to hunt, because of there work /job, So they need to do there bear and cougar at the 
same time as ELK and DEER
Most deer and elk hunters carry a bear and cougar tag just in the event that they might happen onto a bear or cugar wile hunting.  If you change this the 
state will loose all the money from these hunters who usualy don't Specifically go out to hunt bear or cougar.
Most deer and elk hunters carry a cougar and bear tag in case they see one, but don't actively hunt cougar or bear outside of deer or elk seasons. Closing 
these seasons during elk/deer seasons would greatly lower the number of cougars and bears killed in our state.
Must be those concrete and nooksackers!!!
must have valid tag for elk, deer, season going on in unit. and leave season open longer when no season is open for deer and elk. open up for hound 
hunting in problem areas. and open up for baiting.
Must possess a deer or elk tag.
need to allow baiting and hound hunting for them again
NO CHANGE
No change is needed here because there is not so many of these animals around and shooting one is just plain luck.
NO CHANGE. WHATEVER YOU DO, DON'T CLOSE THE BEAR/COUGAR SEASONS, WE WOULD BE OVERRUN WITH PREDATORS
No hound hunting (bear or cougar), nor bait hunting (bears -- don't know if cougar respond to bait).  If you close seasons during deer and elk seasons, I 
suspect the bear and cougar harvest will decrease by 50% if not more!    At some point we have to rely on hunters to be ethical.  There is no reason to 
restrict a hunter's ability to be in the woods, when he is carrying unfilled tags, just because he filled a deer or elk tag the day before.  Again, there is this 
bias against being able to hunt multiple species simultaneously that runs throughout the structure of this State's regulations.    Frankly, I would like to be 
able to fill a limit of pheasant, while I am deer hunting.  At least that's legal, provided you don't bring your bird dog!
no reason not to change
Nobody wins on this one. Black bear in the orchards early is good hunting. Cougar after snow fall is best. Also the early and late deer seasons are good. 
Coin flip.................
None of the other choices are acceptable.  Why assume everyone out there is a crook?
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Not base regulations on "Concerns".  If people are cought braking the hunting laws make it hurt where it counts.  Take away their hunting for a longer 
period of time.  Not only the one who is shooting another persons game but the other hunter as well.
Not sure I have a solution. The honest hunters get punished. I have on several occasions harvested my deer, and continued to carry my rifle, legitimatley 
for bear and cougar, while hunting with my two sons. I have done the same, while tagging along with a friend with a valid elk permit, as in both cases, I am 
there to help with packing game out, and with my kids I am there mentoring them. I do understand the party hunting concern and it stinks. Today, with gas 
prices, I  don't think I can afford to go on seperate hunts, I prefer to have the option to hunt bear and cougar incidently while I am taking my kids out. 
Thanks
now A. is okay but for instance I shot my deer last year during late hunt 2days before the end of our hunting group hunt, and because i had a cougar & bear 
tag, i was able & legal to carry a gun for hunting cougar and Bear while waiting to see if my hunting partners were going to bag their deers, but my deer tag 
was punched before our hunt was completed.  I like the idea of being legal and still hunting for the cougar and bear.
Offer a reward to turn in Party hunters.
Offer seperate seasons, this was a mistake to begin with--hunters will shoot whatever they can whenever they can as they never get to pick as there is 
never enough game to hunt as the dept has not managed it right for many years
Ok the more restrictions you have the fewer hunters you will have.  Most of my hunting partners have stopped hunting becuase of your excessive 
regulations!
One of the nice things about hunting deer and elk is that bear or cougar can be harvested on the same trip. Don't take away a great part of the hunt from 
honest people just because some people may be poaching. Catch the poachers and let the hunters enjoy their passtime.
Only If they can prove they used a deer or elk tag.
Only require deer/elk tag if cougar or bear hunter is hunting in a GMU open for deer/elk.
Open bear and cougar during any open season for specific weapons and add more opportunity
Open bear season longer so hides are more on the prime side, closes to early.
Open bear season to overlap with the late muzzle loader seasons
Open bear up to baiting again, then it would be apparent that a hunter is hunting bear if he/ she is sitting over bait.
Open cougar and bear in AUGUST for all huntable GMU's ---- like it used to be .
Option "A" seems like a "nobrainer"
Option A will not work if you have already filled your deer/elk tags and you are hunting bear or cougar.  I think that you should provide incentives for hunters 
that are out in the field to turn in a "poacher" such as rewarding them with a multi-season tag for the next hunting season provided it is proven that other 
party actually poached!
Options A-D above are all terrible.  B, C, and D will take chances to harvest bear and cougar away from deer/elk hunters and would also discourage sales 
of bear and cougar tags since many hunters buy those tags just so that a bear or cougar can be harvested while deer or elk hunting if such a chance 
should arise.     Option A forces honest bear and cougar hunters to buy licenses they do not want or need (starts sounding like a statewide money-grab to 
me).  I don't believe such dishonest "party hunting" is common practice among sportsman.
Our 2nd amendment right, allows all american citezins to bear arms at all times, your restrictions do not hold up in a court of law.
Our cougar and bear populations are being decimated by trophy hunters.  Close all cougar and bear seasons.
People are overly concerned about party hunting. Again, if hunters keep to the limits of the harvest what difference does it make who pulls the trigger?
Permanently close all seasons.  These animals don't "belong" to anyone.
PLEASE don't take away cougar and bear hunting during deer and elk season. For many of us it is our only chance to hunt these animals because it is the 
only time we can get out.
Poachers will always find a way to break the law.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
put bigger teeth in poaching laws .punish the poachers not legal hunters
Quit making so many rules and just let people hunt.   Remove weapons from the game wardens belt to insure respect for the customer(hunter).
Raise the fine for party hunting.
Raise the price of cougar/bear tags to something closer to the price of "large game" tag-increasing the odds that they'll bump it up to "large game" if they're 
considering taking a deer/elk
Reason being, party hunting isnt going to stop but if you insist on doing some thing to put a dent in it, then this will be the most effective move. I ve been 
hunting in Washington since 82. Ive seen 2 bears and no cougars during deer and elk hunting in all those years. Sorry for your revenue loss. But it wasnt 
an effective move. Lenghten the seasons on bear and cougar if you want to remove them.

Rediculous. So if I bag a deer or elk I can no longer hunt bear? This is crazy! This law is unfair and absurd. I cannot believe this is even being considered.
remove the need for a tag to get rid of cervid predators period.
re-open hound hunting, there are too many cats.  Between the cats and the indians poaching that is why the deer population West of Yakima is 
decemated.
Require
Require all Elk Hunters (with all weapon types) to have valid Elk Tag to hunt Bear or Cougar during the Elk Season that corresponds with there weapon 
choice.
Require cougar and bear hunters to hunt with archery equipment in those archery unites that are open for deer and elk.
Require deer/elk tags if hunting in GMU's presently open for deer/elk.
Require the purchase of Elk and or Deer tags to purchase a Cougar or Bear tag.
REQUIRE THEM TO PURCHASE A FULL HUNT PACKAGE AND GIVE THEM BACK THE BEAR BAITING AND BEAR COUGAR OPEN HOUND 
SEASON

Requiring valid deer/elk tags is the easy solution.  The issue of party hunting arrises when a bear/cougar hunter has filled his deer/elk tag.  I am not sure 
how this might be addressed, but if the bear/cougar hunter had to stop hunting when his deer/elk tag was filled, it would be better than options B, C, and D.
Restrict bear and cougar hunting to the weapon that is being used in the current season. The bigger issue is that bear and cougar hunters are allowed into 
GMU's with modern firearms where archery elk/deer is open.
Restrict the selling of deer/elk tags after the start of the season
restrict the use of modern firearm and muzzlloaders during archery deer and elk seasons. Have a little pitty for us, our success rates are low enough 
without our deer/elk being spooked by rifle fire
Return  to hound  hunting  for  cougar and  bear,this would help  increase  the number of deer and  elk available for human hunters,and reduce conflicts 
with suburban bear  and cougar sightings and contact by non-hunters.
Reverse the moratorium on bear-baiting and hound hunting for both bear and cougar (use "emergency" powers to do so?).  THEN, close these seasons 
during the deer and elk seasons!  That will fix everything including the huge losses due to predation on both the deer and elk herds and bring everything 
back into balance.  For God's sake get a clue...
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Since the change in baiting for bears most hunters opportunities for these species come when hunting during the deer and elk seasons.  I feel we should 
not punish and limit opportunity to all the fair and ethical hunters out there.  Lets not let a handful of these guys take away opportunity for the good guys 
and gals.
So in other words, the great state of Washington has determined that persons with a valid tag hunting a valid in season species are poaching? So, because 
somebody said they were cougar hunting, we are going to change the entire season for the entire state, once again this makes zero sense.
some people dont hunt deer and elk but do hunt bear and cougar. i use to hunt gut piles from other hunters for predators, doing my part to keep them in 
check. dont make it illegal!!!
sounds like guilty before proven innocent to me.if this is what you think is going on than deal with it on a case by case basis. if a person has a legitimate 
tag during a legitimate season, don't accuse people before you have all the facts!!!
Speculation don't make rules on speculation.  Has there been a proven problem with this. If I buy a bear tag once I kill my elk do I have to leave the woods,  
do I get my bear tag refunded ??  None of these options really address the issue, if there is one.
Stop trying to plug every percieved loophole by adapting rules to stop poachers. Poachers will always break the law. Please be careful in adapting rules 
which affect the legal hunters by trying to stop a few lawbreakers.
Stop waisting our taxpayer dollars on faulty research.  Not many years ago I read a study declaring Methow Valley deer herds were at record high levels.  
When I was young, the game agents actually got out of their cars and hiked in the woods, both enforcing laws and collecting data on herds.  Now they drive 
up and down the road in a car, count the resident herd numbers squatting on the private farm lands, and incorrectly "extrapolate" those numbers to cover 
the entire region.  The Methow Valley, for example, has had its migrating mule deer populations nearly wiped out while the resident herds on the tree 
huggers' farms squat in record numbers in the valley floor so that any biologist studying herds from a  vehicle could only conclude the herds are thriving.  
Fire the lazy freeloaders and put agents who aren't afraid to get out and walk back into the field.
system would not allow an answer in each row.
The concern has been expressed.  How real is the concern?  How many instances exist of hunters in the field with bear and cougar tags without elk or deer 
tags?
the concern you have is illegal and should be dealt with by current rules of fair and good stewardship
The cougar bear season makes it so I can go out and hunt an area all fall.  I don't coordinate my hunting unless we all have the right tag.  I know not all 
other hunter have that same ethic.
The first child that get's dragged away, the sooner we will get smarter at managing these populations.  I pray it never comes to that.
The only reason why I support this is that in some cases where only two hunters hunt together and one gets his animal the other is forced to basically hunt 
alone.  Not too many hunters want to continue to hunt or dog after they have gotten their own animal unless they can help their partner get his which 
sometimes boils down to the partner killing the animal for the other hunter.
The only solution to this problem is closing the season for bear/couger.  But that restricts greatly a persons ability to opportunity hunt.  I for one don't hunt 
bear or couger specifically, but will take a bear or couger if i come across one and have a tag.    Perhaps put a cooldown on a tag.  That is.  For 3 days 
after filling a deer or elk tag, the Hunter cannot hunt bear or Couger in the same GMU which the Deer or Elk was taken.
The purpose of the bear/cougar tags was to help offset the no hounds/no baiting.  There is good hunting for cats when the snow falls, and mother nature 
doesn't follow our deer/elk seasons.  I've also taken a bear with a rifle during September--bear is what I was hunting.  Let enforcement take care of party 
hunters and not punish those who are doing it "right."
The state is the one "pimping" out the combo tag so stop whining.  It's all good.
There are way to many predators and you should never consider closing cougar or bear season during deer or     elk season.  This is when the harvest of 
predators,especially cougars, occurs.
There is no lack of bears or cougars why limit? In fact you should ba extending thier season
there is some of that going on but with more spring areas and opening it during muzzle loader with the adding of having to have a deer and elk tag would 
help slow it down.

THERE YOU GO, QUILTY IF YOU ARE IN THE WOODS, MAYBE THE HUNTERS ARE LEGALLY HUNTING BEAR OR COUGAR, WHY ASSUME 
THEY ARE DOING SOMETHING ILLEGAL, OH EXCUSE ME, THAT IS THEY WAY WE THINK IN OUR SOCIETY ANYMORE, APPROACH IN A 
NONJUDGMENTAL MANNER, YOU MAY GAIN SOME RESPECT, I HAVE HUNTED IN SEVERAL OTHER STATES AND IN CANADA, THE GAME 
DEPT IN THE OTHER STATES ARE CERTAINLY HEADS ABOVE YOU, THEY TREAT HUNTERS WITH RESPECT, NOT YOU ARE GUILTY OF 
SOMETHING, SOME OF THE ATTITUDES ARE NOT GOOD SEBERAL YEARS AGO MY DAUGHTER WERE HUNTING BY COLVILLE, WE GOT 
STOPPED BY A FEMALE WARDEN, TO DO A CHECK WE SHOWED OUR LICENSE, NO PROBLEM, THEN SHE WAS RIPPING INTO US FOR 
HAVING 4 WHEELER IN THE BACK OF THE TRUCK, SHE WAS WAY OUT OF LINE, WE NICKNAMED HER DRESILLA, IT FITS, I MEET THIS 
WARDEN  ANOTHER TIME SHE WAS THE SAME EXCEPT THE CHIP ON HER SHOULDER GOT BIGGER, IT SOURED MY DAUGHTER ON THE 
WAY WE WERE TREATED, SO BE IT, I WILL BE HUNTING IN OTHER AREAS AND STATES WHERE THE ELK SEASON IN LONGER THAN 7 DAYS
These aren't party hunters - poachers and need to be delt with as such.
These concerns seem anecdotal and not scientific.
these people need to be watched why should we punish the ones that do things by the book
They may be out with after the filled there deer tag but the make great brush beaters
This appears to be a concern without reason, or is this a ploy to get more people purchasing licenses???
this is a horrible idea, that would cut beer season out to august and september. i agree that there is a problem with people still hunting deer and elk with a 
bear tag, after they have killed and tagged one, but for us law biding hunters this isn't the way to go.
This is a minor and insignificant problem. It does not need to be addressed. A person who tags his game animal the first day of a week long hunt now has 
to go home or sit in camp every day because some idiot thinks he might vilolate the law. Sounds like someone is just anxious to write citations and further 
decrease the appeal of hunting. You do more to harm the sport than you do to help it. If all you have are a bunch of legalists acting as game wardens you 
need to clean house.
This is a valid fear but for those of us who are honest, this is like convicting us of a crime we didn't commit.
This is an enforcement problem.   Maybe a bounty on the party hunters would help.
This is an ethics question, not a management/regulatory question.  There are many examples of where it's perfectly legitimate to hunt couger/bear in the 
same unit as your partners who might be hunting elk/deer with the same or different weapon types.  REcommend enforcement work with people to let them 
know of the ethical boundaries they're straddling.
this is an example of a few bad apples ruining the barrel I know the problem exist but lets not decrease opportunity.  I add on the bear and cougar tag every 
year just in case the opportunity should arise during my deer or elk hunt.  I have yet to pull the trigger on either however your still going to get my money 
next year for the tags.  If the opportunity is not allowed during the general season I wouldn't spend the extra money neither would alot of folks.  Lets keep 
the revenue coming in and use it wisely
This is not a big problem.  You are over reacting to isolated instances.  As a grandfather who is teaching his grandson to hunt, it is very nice to be able to 
carry a rifle along while the grandson is learning.  That doesn't mean I violate any rules, nor have I ever seen it in the field.
This is ridiculous, I can only afford so much time off to hunt. If I get a deer or elk i want to be able to hunt while i have the opportunity. Dont punish the 
many for a problem of the few
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This is ridiculous.  The only way 90% of cougar get killed in this state is when deer hunters get a chance incidentally to see one.  Any restriction in this 
regard would only lead to an increase in cougar population and a decrease in deer/elk populations. Besides, you could still be in the woods "hunting for 
coyote".  I would worry less about party hunting rule breakers and more about reducing cougars.
This option would not only make people honest , but would make for less people in the woods .
this pure regulatory encroachment to enhance government revenue.
This questionnaire is designed to create more support for closure.  It doesn't allow me to rank A. through D. as my least preferred.
This sounds like the game agents talking. Having another tag so that we can be with the rest of our family is great and keeps us hunting. If this is changed 
my family would consider not hunting  Washington any longer
This would cause a huge drop in sales of big game packages. Most people only buy a bear or cougar tag just in case they see one when they are deer or 
elk hunting.
this would shorten the seasons drastically. What if you have already filled your deer or elk tag and you want to concentrate on bear or cougar. Dont let the 
few scofflaws ruin it for everyone else.
THOSE WHO PARTY HUNT WILL DO SO REGARDLESS OF WETHER OR NOT THEY POSESS A DEER OR ELK TAG.
Too many hunters use this to go party hunting. I would also welcome stepped up enforcement efforts by the department. Last season was the first time I 
had been checked on probably 20 years. I would like to see more field checks.
unless they have filled their elk or deer tag
We all have the right to hunt. Put more wardens in the field to find the persons driving elk.
We are seeing more cougars each year. Let the deer and elk hunters take the cats if they have a tag.
We have a predator problem so limiting opportunities is a poor idea under current conditions.
We must rely on enforcement of the current laws and law abiding citizens. If poachers or party hunters are going to act that way, having a tag in their 
pocket does not gaurantee they will use their tag to claim the animal.
What do other states do? Maybe try that. ??
What I do not like about options B-D is that you penalize those of us who legally hunt deer or elk while also hoping to come across a bear or cougar.
when I bow hunt for deer and go out modern with my wife or son I would like to be able to harvest a bear or cougar. But I am not a poacher and they are 
out there doing the wrong thing because they are selfish. So do what is best.
Where would it stop? If I want to hunt grouse only during deer and elk season with my bow are you going to make me get a tag also if I only want to hunt 
Bear and Grouse?
While some hunters may do this it is in my opinion that closing the cougar and bear season during the deer season would not serve any purpose.  The few 
people who purchase beer and cougar tags with their deer permits would not adversely affect the deer population if they party hunted anyway.  While I do 
not condone the action, and do not hunt bear or cougar, I am not overly concerned about the perceived situation.
While the concern is valid, is there any evidence to support the claim of group hunting without specified tags or is this a solution to get more money?  If 
evidence points to the claim made in the statement, require the appropriate tag for the season overlap. The tag option already exists and this could help in 
the WDFW management efforts.
who cares
who is wasting time with this....what type of person expresses "concern" for this....one guess...the sqeaky wheel or the advanced hunter........no change 
needed
Why restrict bow hunters, as one, if I get my deer or elk early then I may have time to hunt bear/courgar with my rifle but if I don't then by saying either no 
hunting or tag restriction then my season is shorten and hunting in southeastern Washington is missed up enought already. And with the price of fuel I don't 
think I will be traveling around the state that have longer seasons.
with more hunters out in the woods the oppurtunity for a cougar/bear increases others may bump them and keep them up and moving. It is all ready tough 
enough without dogs/bait why make it any more difficult
With the assistance of volunteer groups, setup check stations to deter illegal hunters
Without bait or dogs the best chance to harvest a bear or couger is while deer or elk hunting.
Without raw data, my comment here is based on hearsy and assumption only. Still, it does seem that the whole issue of cougar and bear hunting has been 
mis-managed in light of the very issues that you have outlined here plus the issue now of who/what is the primary aggressor/top of the food chain in our 
forests. Now, without the ability to use dogs on bear and cougars, those two species have become the unchallenged, top of the chain and in some areas 
they are out of control. In some areas, they make use of our forests and wilderness areas rather dangerous in recent years.     I would support 'A' of your 
solutions plus, I would open a special season for each: cougar and bear (not together) for use by hunters with dogs. Make it as short or as long as need be 
in order to limit the numbers of those animals in any one district.
Work to get the 1996 initiative overturned.  This is getting out of control.  Please crack down on Indian poachers.
yes you see alot of people doing that
you are not the thought police.if  a person has a bear tag during bear season,who are you to say they are not bear hunting???plus bear and cougars getting
shot not as a primary animal being hunted is a bonus.some predators are eliminated and a hunter gets a animal plus the game dept gets money because a 
person purchased the combo tag rather than just deer and elk tags
You can be concerned all you want, but unless you see a person shoot a deer or an elk for someone else you are just guessing, and that is a shity way to 
be a leader. Use your head and enforce the laws you have now, don't guess what you think hunters are doing. To me this means you are just listening to 
anti-hunters who want to take away all of our hunting privlidges.
You CANNOT make a law under assumption.  If a person wants to hunt bear/cougar he should be honored as being an honest person.  If that person is 
caught doing something wrong, then address that specific person/action.  Why make a law for EVERYONE?
You removed baiting for bear and hound hunting for both. They have become targets of opportunity and decreasing the opportunity during deer and elk 
season will only add to the already increasing number of problem animals.    bring back hound and bait hunting for both!!! and maybe question why in the 
world we banned it????????????
You should be able to classify more than one as least preferred, most preferred in the voting box's
You should be interested only in the number of deer or elk that are harvested, not who harvested them.  While I certainly do not support hunting without a 
tag, in this case if a deer or elk is taken, a tag is punched.
You want the harvest of as many bears and cougers as you can get since we stopped bait and hounds right? It's obvious then to allow the incidental take 
during deer and elk seasons. This is one thing the WDFW did right. Taking a deer or elk without a tag is still illegal too I believe.
your sistem wont alow me to make the selections i want
You're descriminating against the group that produces most of your revenue with option "D".
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Issue 12:
Wild turkey populations are high and the Department would like to expand fall turkey hunting opportunity where possible.  Currently, early fall 
turkey season overlaps the latter part of archery deer season and ranges from 7 to 14 days, depending on the year. In order to expand the early 
fall turkey season, additional season overlaps would be necessary.
Rank the following options, with "1" being your most preferred and "5" being your least preferred.
"Relocate" a few more hundred from North East Wash. to Central Wash. (Easton) & other places (wenas lk.) Clockum. If you need help call 509-656-0114 . 
Maybe they would eat some of the "beatles" that are killing our trees.
1 for A thru C
1.)  I go with option C, but I would take it a step farther:   Make it legal to take a turkey with muzzle loader and/or modern firearm.  Again, promoting the 
opportunity to hunt more than one species during the same hunt/trip.
a, b, and c should all be #3.  ....middle of the road.  do what is best for the overall goals and objectives of this issue.
add a spring hen only season.
Add more permits or increase limits
Add youth only hunt for a week, we need to get more of todays youth out in the field.
Again, stop the killing.
Allow a hunter to bag more turkeys per day and season if you want more of them killed.
Allow a longer season but start the season after the archery season ends
Allow any archer or muzzleloader hunter to harvest a turkey during their fall early and late deer / elk seasons.
Allow archers and muzzle loaders the abillity to turkey hunt within their respective early and late deer and elk hunts.   Any overlap with modern firearms 
would be dangerous as most turkey hunters wear camoflage.
Allow archery and mussleloaders to hunt turkeys throughout their season with their chosen big game weapon only. This would encourage hunters to utilize 
primative weapons more often over modern firearms.
Allow for longer turkey seasons but require the same weapon be used during deer or elk seasons.  In addition, require that hunters must have a valid tag for 
deer or elk not just turkey to hunt during the big game season.
Allow for more permits in the allotted time and possibly a late turkey hunt in November.
allow for more tags in spring and fall
Allow more tags per hunter
allow rifles and handguns for turkeys
Allow shooting turkeys with centerfire rifles during modern rifle deer and elk seasons
Allow some opportunity to overlap during any gun (modern firearm and muzzle loader) season AND allow archery hunting for turkeys during the entire 
archery season. Make the birds an opportunistic target for archery hunters.
Allow the use of center fire firearms.
Allow the use of dogs during the fall season, like the state of Idaho allows.
Allow the use of dogs during the fall turkey season. A dog can scatter a flock more efficiently and will prevent the loss of crippled birds. Dogs are used in all 
other upland bird seasons. They are also used for forest grouse, a season that runs concurrently with the fall turkey seasons.  Establish  late (late 
November) fall turkey hunt statewide.
Allow turkey hunting after elk/deer season.
Allow two toms and one jake in the spring and keep the season the same as it is now.
Already to much overlap
And during all archery seasons.
Another question where a "4" or a "5" is equal.  You are putting hunters wearing camouflage with those in orange!  How dangerous.  I would not want to be 
on a fall turkey hunt when modern firearm deer season is open.
Any option that did not put turkey season with a modern firearm season where hunters are required to wear hunter orange would be best, the danger to 
turkey hunters I would thing would be too great
Any turkey during deer seasons.

Archers and muzzleloaders appear to be hunters who pay more attention to what they are shooting as they do not have the benefit of scopes/magnification. 
By allowing modern hunters in, there may be an increase in shooting accidents.  Expand for both archery and muzzleloaders only.
ARCHERY AND SHOTGUN ARE ONLY LEGAL FOR TURKEY HUNTING.LATE TURKEY HUNTING SHOULD BE WHEN MUZZLEOADER AND 
MODERN ARE CLOSED.
Are turkey hunters going to need to possess all open season permits also as proposed one the prev. question about bear hunting?
Are you guys nuts, proposing overlapping turkey (which requires full camo) and deer (which requires blaze orange)?  Some turkey hunter is either going to 
get shot or not get a shot, depending upon whether they have to wear blaze orange or not.    Simple solution - Expand both ways, into both archery and 
muzzleloader seasons where everyone is wearing camo and no one is carrying a modern firearm
bring back the first tag for free.you had a good thing going on and blew it."too many casual turkey hunters"? well now you have too many "casual" turkeys. 
cut down on the price of your tags and the problem will take care of itself
BRING IN A LATER FALL OR EARLY WINTER SEASON FOR TURKEY AFTER ALL GENERAL SEASONS FOR ELK AND DEER ARE PAST.
close some gmu and open them for turkey
Control populations in the spring by issuing non bearded permits.
control turkey populations with more transplants from heavily populated areas to less densely populated areas.   creating a well established turkey 
population in a greater portion of the state would ultimately reduce hunting pressure and allow a higher success rate during all turkey hunting seasons since 
it would allow hunters to spread out rather than over crowd certain areas of the state.    In addition to the above, legal baiting during the existing fall seasons 
would allow a much higher success rate.  I would STRONGLY OPPOSE. baiting during the spring season as it would not be sporting or fair to the 
tradditional calling method of hunting spring turkey.
Decrease the cost of the second and third turkey tag to 5.00 $ each.
Do not allow open private landowner culling of game animlas. Allow open trap and tranfers to unit 382 and other areas open and ready to recieve problem 
animals with declined populations. Volunteer dollars and labor are readily waiting to assist and mange these efforts thru the NWTF and new turkey tag 
WDFW dollars raised to manage this exact issue. Allowing thes t&t activities excite local clubs and provide enthusiasm to organizations thus bringing in 
more dollars and volunteers to offset department complaint costs. Discouraging these efforts close clubs and depress volunteers losing valuable habitat 
and wildlife management dollars.
Do not have a fall season.
Do not place restrictions on the sex of the turkey.
Do what you do for deer and elk have a late Turkey season. But not overlaps
Do you want turkeys being harvested by hunters cattying modern firearms and muzzleloaders?
dont hunt
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Don't hunt turkey!
Dont hunt turkeys!
Don't worry about any overlap.  Just open fall turkey based on bird population.  If there is overlap, it just gives some hunters more opportunities.
drop the turkey tag price and give one free with the small game package again, lots of my friends quit turkey hunting because its too expensive. watch what 
happens next with our high gas prices
'E' Don't change anything. Ask your self is it broke ? #5 to all
either sex hunts are really hurting some populatons. Old hens bring large groups into winter, especially up north are being killed in non populated public 
areas.  Care needs to be taken in either sex hunting especially in large tracts of public land like GMU 113.  GMU 117 may have turkey problems, but a 
blanket fix should not be thrown onto small populations in seperate GMU's.
Eliminate "wild turkeys" as a game animal.  Allow harvest year round with no bag limits.  The establishment and continuing expansion of range of a non-
indigenous species in the late 20th and 21st centuries is a rediculous precedent for a wildlife agency to set.
eliminate all turkeys because they are not a native species to washington state
Eliminate the restrictions on electronic calls during the spring season, allowing more opportunity for new hunters to get into the sport while they learn 
traditional calling techniques. Make tags cheaper.
eliminate turkey tags, can hunt with small game license.
Ensure that populations are truly high enough to support expanded hunting.  Look at other means to control populations (trap and transfer, etc.) that have 
expanded to levels that are too high.
ESTABLISH A FALL TURKEY SEASON IN WESTERN WA.
Establish a late turkey season, after the deer/elk season.
Establish a longer early (start the season earlier) fall turkey season that maintains current overlaps only with the latter part of the archery deer season (No 
change to end of season).
establish a longer fall turkey season but the hunter must use the current weapon that is open.
Establish a turkey  season during  deer modern firearm in northeast Washington
Establish Archery only seasons spring + fall, either sex
Establish longer fall turkey season Muzzleloader only that overlaps muzzleloader deer and elk season.
expand spring turkey hunting
Expand the GMUs allowed for fall turkey.
expand the late season (spring)
Expand the spring season or designate more units for Master Hunter fall turkey hunts.
Expand the spring seasons by opening 7 days earlier for bow hunters only, either sex.
Expand Turkey season to run in conjunction with deer and elk seasons modern, archery, muzzleloader. I would like to hunt for Turkey but due to high cost 
of fuel will not travel to bag just a Turkey
Extend spring Turkey seasons.
Fall turkey is very hard.....would be much easier if you could combine with deer and elk during the season.
Find better ways for hunters to access private land during the spring season and allow the harvest of hens in the spring and fall.
gas is too expensive for us western washington people to go back & forth for everybodys special season, overlaps need to occur. These birds need to be 
harvested, hinderance to do so would not be smart for the resource.
General fall turkey season, 3 bird, either-sex season limit, with any firearm including shotguns, rifles, muzzleloader, archery, or handgun legal weapons.
Give a turkey tag out with deer and elk permits
Give second tags to those who wish to hunt turkey but keep them out of the overlap as this will lead to hunting accidents as turkey hunters are not required 
to wear hunter orange. Also turkey blinds are not recognizable by elk or deer hunters so it is very dangerous!
Give turkey tag with deer and elk tags
Go back to the old system. First tag was free then pay for multiple birds. People like myself who aren't "hardcore" turkey hunters would take more birds if 
tags were free. Fall seasons are useless nobody I know even considers fall turkey hunting.
Good idea.  Expand the opportunity.
Got to get people out in the field in the spring and make land available to hunt. Look at increasing the youth permits.
Have a later turkey season.
HAVE A LONGER SPRING HUNT TO CONTROL POPULATIONS. PUTTING TURKEY HUNTERS OUT THERE WITH   THE AMOUNT OF HUNTERS 
THAT ARE IN THE WOODS IN THE FALL WILL ONLY CONTROL THE HUNTER POPULATION...
Have it open after opening weekend of modern deer and run through November.
How about a longer spring season--thus no overlap.
Hunt turkey in the winter.  ALL HUNTING DOES NOT HAVE TO OCCUR IN THE FALL!  Most hunting with the exception of trophy antlered animals could 
occur during other times of the year.
Hunter orange has been a proven safety feature for the modern firearm season.  Allowing hunters into the woods in full camoflouge, possibly with decoys in 
very close proximity, during the modern firearm season is asking for someone to get hurt.
I am not yet a turkey hunter, so my input may not be as valid as someone familiar with turkey hunting.  I recognize that turkey hunting methods and 
equipment are different than those for deer/elk.  will they be compatible?  It would seem like safety issues would be greater when turkey season overlaps 
with modern rifle season.
I don't turkey hunt.
I dont turkey hunt.... would like to but I don't know anything about it.
I get my turkey at Fred Meyers. It's easier, cheaper, and tastes better.
I have no 'feel' for this issue at all.
I have not hunted late turkey
I haven't hunted turkey yet so I don't pay much attention to seasons and GMUs, but it seems like there could be some overlap, particularly in GMUs that are 
not open for deer and elk. I have some concern about having more hunters in the woods during deer and elk seasons.
I hunt turkeys in the spring and wouldn't mind taking a 3rd either sex turkey (on the east side where they are plentiful) to help control the population.
I KNOW NOTHING ABOUT TURKEY HUNTING AND HAVE LITTLE TO NO OPINION.
I like the idea of being able to hunt multible game at the same time iin this day of high fuel prices, but the Turkey hunters would need to wear hunter orange 
for safety reasons.
I never get to hunt turkey, we a need the change
I strong support more turkey hunting opportunities.  However, I am absolutely against overlapping   modern firearm season.  Camo is a must for turkey and 
I just don't trust being out without   blaze orange during modern rifle seasons.    Why just increase the fall season?  What about spring?  To be most 
effective  there it would have to start earlier, not extend the season into June.        I am for increasing the season.  One of the problems is it seems that lots 
of the  birds are on the forest/farm boundary, i.e. private land.  Access to private land  gets harder and harder.  Make it easier for farmers to allow 'nuisance' 
hunts?

Page 171



Issue 12-Turkey overlap
I switched to archery due to the amount of careless gun owners who were "hunting".  The last thing I want to do is get shot by a the very people I am trying 
to avoid.  Plus, turkey hunters hunt the areas I archery hunt deer and elk.
I think that certain parts of the state turkeys are doing well ie NE Wa. But in the SE wa. they are not doings as weel. More needs to be done than just 
lengthening the fall hunt. All people do is shoot them from the road anyways. Its bad for the sport and its bad for the turkeys.
I would suggest you either add it in the November season.  You could make it a Thanksgiving event. I would also suggest you add additional days in April 
or May.
IF A HUNTER IS WILLING TO SPEND THE MONEY FOR THE TAGS ALLOW THEM TO SHOOT THEM DURING ANY OPEN SEASON AND SHOOT AS 
MANY AS THEY WANT
If I were an archer I would really be irritated if someone chasing a bird scared off my bull or buck.
If the season is extended to include all of modern deer season, it will create another 'party hunt' situation.
If you want to decrease populations allow 2 turkeys per season....
In eastern wa. turkey populations are not as high as you think. Winter took a toll in some areas and we had a bad spring hatch. Small broods if any.
In this case, Turkey's have done extremely well and without the departments management.  We have several friends who are property owners who's 
farmland is being damaged by the birds.
Increase bag limit in over populated areas
Increase Spring bag limits or even allow Hens to be taken in Spring (the latter suggestion should probably be limited by permit).  Bring the price down for 
out of state Hunters.  The price for an out of state Hunter who just wants to take a Turkey is absurd.
increase spring bird limits, offer more special permits some during modern deer season
Increase the bag limit for turkeys. Allow hunting turkeys during deer and/or elk muzzleloader seaason with muzzleloading rifles.
Increase the either sex harvest or beardless havest to 2 or 3 birds for late season turkey hunting.  Do not overlap turkey season with modern firearm deer 
season.
instead of over lapping increas amount of turkeys taken and only in areas where there is plenty
is it possible to open it a week or two or three after the general elk hunt and possibly lengthen the opening
Issue more spring tags, or lengthen season.
it should be the same as grouse but shotgun only in modernfirearm areas archery ok in archery areas birdshot in muzzleloaders only
It would be nice to open more GMU's in Eastern and Western WA for fall season
It's not safe to put turkey hunters in the field during modern firearms hunting.
I've been deer hunting over in eastern Washington with a valid turkey tag in my pocket but didn't want to take an extra gun (shotgun) for fear of it being 
stolen. I didn't get a turkey but had numerous opportunities. I feel that if the season were expanded that the harvest numbers may go up.
Keep it out of the archery season.
Keep the coincidens of turkey and modern rifle so that they do not overlap during Turkey Season.
Keep the fall turkey hunt the same but maybe expand on the spring hunt
Keep the season the same but allow a higher limit
Keep turkey seasons strictly for true turkey hunters.  Either expand their season especially in NE Washungton and other areas where "damage control or 
nuissance" problems exist only ... or increase true turkey hunters harvest opportunities only.
Late fall season that overlaps with modern firearm deer and elk season
Lenghten the season in the spring.
Lengthen the Spring season to April 1st - June 15th.
let hunters have both spring and fall hunts no permits
let us hunt turkeys all year long :}
longer overlap of both archery and muzzleloaders as they are short range compared to modern firearms. Or require turkey hunters to wear the 400 square 
inches of hunter orange.
Longer Spring turkey season
longer turkey season, allow Turkey hunting whith Bow hunting for deer and change the deer season to a later date...Growing up in Wisconsin Deer hunting 
after the rut seamed to be the best way to do it and shorten the season. 2-3 weeks is all people should need for deer hunting
Lower the price of the tag.
Make bow hunters use bow for turkeys--I hunt turkeys with bow--its a blast!
make the turkey season start earlier, and letit overlap more with archery deer season
Make them wear flourescent orange if hunting during deer and elk season
Make turkey open all year.
More open GMU's and no change.
More options
More turkey season and more muzzleloader deer and elk.
more turkeys need to be harvested as they are multiplying wonderfully... there is also the problem of landowners protecting the turkey and other deer so 
that land is restricted to hunt on allowing more population of the critters.
Most turkeys are located on posted private property. I see little opportunity for turkey hunting except on  public lands. Turkey hunting should not impact deer 
hunting.
Most turkeys are shot when guys are in the field, which is deer and elk season.  If your goal is to increase turkey harvest, then common sense tells you to 
pair hunter-turkey encounters, which is obviously deer and elk season.  Not many guys are gonna make a special trip in the fall just to shoot a turkey, but 
they would if they saw one while deer/elk hunting.
muzzle loaders have the wrost seasons why over lap them
My concern is that turkey hunting depends on concealment, and overlap with any modern firearm season either disadvantages the turkey hunter with hunter 
orange restrictions or results in more likelihood of serious accidental shootings.
n/a
NA
Net birds in the north east part of the state and relocated them to other locations of the state to allow for expanded hunting opportunities elsewhere in the 
state.
NEVER, NEVER, NEVER, NEVER, NEVER overlap ANY kind of modern firearms into ANY primative hunt!!!!!!!
No change
No comment
No comment
No comment
No fall turkey, deer or elk seasons.
no limit and no tag. A hunting licence is all you need
no opinion
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no opinion
No overlap at all.  Non-turkey hunters do not generally have enough knowledge about the ways of turkey hunting.  Increasing overlap between these 
seasons will increase the risk to turkey hunters to accidental injury and dimnish the turkey hunting oppurtunity and experience.
No overlap into muzzleoader or modern firearm (too dangerous). Increase the bag limit to 2 per day, vs 1 per day and allow people to purchase more tags 
(up to say 4 total tags) over the counter. Most of us don't want to spend several hundred dollars in gas to shoot one bird, or just one per day. Make it worth 
the expense or pretty soon no one will be going back to the woods because of gas prices.
No overlap with Archery deer season
no special permit for fall turkey
no turkeys where I live.
Now, with muzzleloaders getting fewer and shorter hunts, why would you overlap them with a turkey season?  Isn't there another time that turkeys could be 
hunted?  Are the deer/elk seasons so long that there isn't another time slot to allow turkey hunting?
Offer turkey hunters the option of purchasing additional turkey tags.
One thing I don't see addressed in the opening of pheasant. For years it was at noon on the same day as general modern firearm deer. This was great as 
one could make one trip to Eastern WA for a week and save gas, and time. I would like to see the return of that opportunity, as well as turkey.
Open early ,close at  the end of modern elk season.
Open longer fall either sex seasons during archery season
Open more units, especially in Okanogan County.
Open specific period for turkey hunting independent of big game hunting season to reduce conflicts.
Open the spring hunt up earlier March 15- May 31
Open turkey earlier season overlaps should be avoided however season lengths should be allowed to grow
opportunity is the key
Overlap more of turkey season with archery season
Overlap with modern seems like a really bad idea...turkey hunters are in camo.
Overlapping seasons with muzzleloader and modern firearm will provide more opportunity in the field for people short on vacation.
Please keep shotgunners out of archery seasons.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Put limits on turkey harvest to 1 turkey.
quit charging for the fall turkey tag...
Quit making so many rules and just let people hunt.   Remove weapons from the game wardens belt to insure respect for the customer(hunter).
RAISE THE BAG LIMITS.
Raise the bag limmit and leave everything else the same
raise the turkey limit during existing season
reduce the price of turkey tags
Re-instate the trap and transfer program to transfer turkeys out of problem areas and into other areas of the state with suitable habitat and low populations 
of turkeys and people. Use Master Hunters needing conservation hours for most of the labor.
Sell a special "Thanksgiving Day" permit (one day),  so that the late season muzzleloader elk hunters can take a turkey on thanksgiving.
Shoot the darn Turkey's there are a non native bird that creates a lot of problems for the native animals. Also allow for center fire weapons durning modern 
rifle season only.
Shorten early fall turkey season. Turkey populations aren't THAT high. Nothing compared to Oregon.
Shorten seasons. We have enough killing thank you.
Shorten the deer archery season in turkey areas so there is no overlap.  Nobody archery hunts deer for 30 consecutive days....
Sorry, don't hunt turkeys, don't care.
Start modern firearm elk season later, preferably 2 weeks later.  We used to always have thanksgiving dinner at elk camp before the last weekend of the 
season.
Start season earlier, with same archery overlap.
Start the ealry fall turkey hunt earlier in the season instead of having to overlap other seasons.
Start the late season earlier and hold it later.  ever heard of turkey around thanksgiving? HELLOOOOOO  I don't think camo turkey hunters is good during 
firearm seasons
Start the season a week earlier.
the rule of only a muzzle loader shotgun should be lifted for turkey and grouse and if caught with any slugs or buckshot you lose your license would help 
also. there isn't any good reason not to except slugs or buckshot (which aren't as good as a muzzle loader anyway) but with the loss of your license people 
would use them the right way.
The wild turkey is over populating the Grouse habitat, reducing their number considerably. I think it is time to be far more liberal with the Turkey 
management. The fall season needs to be hunted with the small game license, in the GMUs that are being overrun by the Turkey. One bird per day, 3 in 
posession, NO TAGS. I love hunting forest grouse and have notices extreme reduction in Forest Grouse numbers everywhere the Turkeys are.
There should be absolutely no turkey hunting during modern firearm seasons!  You are just going to create an accident waiting to happen.
This only affects Northeast Washington.
Too many fall permits are already issued especailly in the South East unit.  Do not allow the shooting of female turkeys.
Totally neutral on this.
transport excess turkeys to other parts of the state that have low populations
Turkey hunting techniques don't match well with big game seasons.
Turkey populations are way too high and are causing health problems in cattle herds in eastern areas by defacating in water troughs and on hay 
stacks.Seasons should be concurrent with all hunting seasons and tag prices should not be over 5 dollars with 5 to 10 tags per hunter until problem is 
solved.
turkey season needs to be expanded in eastern washington. There is a over population of wild turkeys all over eastern washington
Turkey season open during all fall early and late muzzle loader and archery seasons.  Change legal weapon to include muzzle loaders.
turkey will become the prefered food for your cougers/bear/ and wolves if abundence is high and this will releave the deer/elk calve kill
turkeys are begining to over run eastern washington make the turkey season year round
Turkeys should be included with upland game permit.
use archery when overlaping archery
Washington finally has a sucessfull population of something(turkeys) and you want to wipe them out.

we blue collared folks who live in western wa and do most of our hunting east of the mountains usually can not afford multiple trips accross the state . i dont 
believe there is a biological reason that we ccan not hunt turkey grouse pheasant deer ect all at the same time  in the same 10 day to two week period
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we have to many turkeys, do any thing to get rid of them.  have either sex in the spring too.  make the tags cheaper so more people can afford to hunt 
them.
we need to take some of the turkeys from the east side of the state and transplant more to the central wash to build up the aeras where they took from first 
transplant  on game department land because the land owners dont want the turkeys but they wont let you hunt them eather
Well boys, if you allow me to be in the woods turkey hunting while overlaping into deer or elk season, are you going to make me have a valid deer or elk tag 
also? This refers to the last stupid question about guessing what the intent of a hunter is. Get real and support the hunters.
What about expanding during modern rifle seasons? There will be more hunters then.
What is the draw back of starting the season earlier than normal and go until the normal ending time?
What is the scientific basis for the claim that "turkey populations are high"? Show me the science, not just the harvest data and trends...WDFW has no real 
idea what the turkey population is...
why are you asking this question what is the concern with the overlap?
why Does it hing on muzzle season we see lot of turkey during elk season. and it is closest to thanksgiving. If I could hunt turky during elk I would buy a tag. 
I do not now.
Why is it an issue to allow turkey hunters during other seasons? OK I guess hunter orange on a turkey hunter is counter productive. This could be a serious 
safety issue. However if the dear hunters take a few birds with a rifle you have met your goals right?
Why not expand the spring season and also the turkey limits.  The turkeys are overly abundant in eastern Washington.
Why not expand the spring season?  Why just the fall?
Why not transplant more turkeys into central washington.  there are plenty of places that have low or no turkey numbers.  look to the future.
With a longer season will these guys be party hunting like the bear and cougar hunters?
With all of the turkeys being factory and organically farmed and killed do we really need to expand Wild Turkey season?  I think not!  Leave them alone, let 
them live their lives out as they should, without human contact.
Would like to see a fall turkey hunting season expanded to eastern Okanogan County (units 204, 209, 233, 239) where turkey populations appear to be 
abundunt and your own pulished records indicate a relatively low turkey harvest each year.
Yes, we have excessive numbers of turkeys and landowners are complaining. I have not hunted turkeys the last few years because of what I consider the 
high cost. If you agree we have too many turkeys then why does WDFW force me to buy a Small Game license ($32.85) and a Primary Turkey Tag 
($15.33) just to take one turkey? That's a total of $48.18 to hunt for one bird (I don't hunt other small game). Furthermore, paying another $15.33 to take a 
second turkey is way out of line. An additional $5.00 would be enough incentive for hunters to take a second bird (after all "populations are high"). I enjoy 
hunting turkeys during the spring "gobbler" season...it's exciting. Ambushing fall turkeys in someones barnyard is not my style so I'm not interested.     My 
recommendation--include the turkey tag with the small game license and charge $5.00 for the second tag.
You should have a punchcard.  You should not TAG a bird.  This is a ridiculous notion.  You do not tag grouse, pheasant, dove, ducks, etc.  The punchcard 
should come FREE like it used to.  Greedy bastards.  It used to be free with the purchase of a big game license.  Then with the purchase of Small game.  
Now you have to buy a small game and a turkey tag.  I am glad that this has turned into how much money you can get out of the public.  Thanks for 
supporting an American tradition with MONEY and more MONEY.
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Issue 13:
Currently, the legal shooting hours when hunting big game are one half hour before sunrise to one half hour after sunset. The Department is 
considering changing the legal shooting hours to sunrise to sunset because of darkness and the potential for misidentification of game and for 
hunter safety.
Rank the following options, with "1" being your most preferred and "5" being your least preferred.
...and you are thinking about overlapping the turkey season and modern firearm deer season?  The legal shooting hours are just fine.  Most hunters that aI 
know, are finished by then unless they are tracking a deer.
1/2 hour before sunrise is not a problem as you have all day to track an animal. At sunset is better due to darkness.
15 before, 15 after
15 min before sunrise to 30 min after sunset
15 minutes  before sunrise,15 minutes after sunset,
30 min before sunrise, and 30 min after sunset.  Make Established sunrise/sunset time more easily accessable.
5 for A thru C
a good hunter know thier limits and can identify thier animals in the times we now have
A good hunter only shoots what he can see. The law is fine.
A hunter should know what he is shooting.  If he does not he shouldn't shoot.
ABSOLUTELY NO CHANGE
Allow hunters to use their ethics and decide if they should shoot or not.
allow to open 30 min  earlier and close 30 min later. the light is fine the too
Another great hunter management policy. How many "misidentifications" within this time period occure each year???? These rules have been in effect 
forever and I see nothing wrong with them. Your question speaks about "the potential of misidentification" If there is no problem why cosider a change?
As a current hunter, I don't shoot at something I cannot identify, or identify as legal.  What difference does the time make.  Enforce the current laws.  The 
hunter is responsible for his actions.
Bad idea, this would eliminate the best hunting times
Ban all hunting.
Been like this forever. Leave it alone unless there is an overwhelming amount of data to indicate there are hunters in danger. Mere 'potential' does not 
require action. If animals are misidentified and killed there are enforcement opportunities there.
Before making any kind of decision, I would like to know statistics on Misidentification of game & how many occurances regarding hunters safetly have 
actually happened. Again, ALL HUNTERS WITH A LEGAL HUNTING LICENSE HAVE BEEN THRU HUNTERS SAFETLY & KNOW WHEN TO 
DISCHARGE A FIREARM/ETC.. & WHEN NOT TO. IF YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU ARE SHOOTING @ THEN DON'T SHOOT! I like the hunting 
hours the way that they are. They are specific enough to follow-for anyone.
Before morning nautical twilight (BMNT) and early evening nautical twilight (EENT) are the best times to hunt.  Depending on conditions there are between 
30 minutes and an hour of usable light during these periods.  Low light shooting should be covered more in hunter education and more emphasis should be 
put on "safe" shots.
By far the best times to hunt big game are when they are active which is for the most part after dark.  Since we cannot hunt after dark we need the longest 
times before sunrise and after sunset to hunt.  Do not restrict our hours down!!  Let us use lights on our fiber optic sites in those low light situations.  That is 
not unfair at all.  It does not mean everyone is going to start hunting at night.  Those who choose to break the law do so now and will do so in the future.  
Don't hamper us legal hunters because of a few bad apples.  I'm sick and tired of being punished because the dept. thinks I might be a criminal or become 
one with some better hunting methods.
change it to 'common' sense... your published times don't work even for western washington... along the coast the sunlight is up before your posted legal 
shooting times
Change the legal big game shooting hours to open at sunrise and close one half hour after sunset.    It stay plenty light up to an hour after sunset and we 
should not change the sunset regulation.  Merely change the sunrise regulation.
Change the specified hours from 2 zones to 3. The hunting hours on the east slopes of the Cascade should be a 3rd zone for "Central Washington". It is 
still dark at the start of Eastern start time and still very light at the end of Eastern time.
change to 29 minutes after sunset
Changing both 15 minutes before sunrise and after sunset would be more then adequate to get full daylight hunting.

Compromising before-sunrise hunting opportunities is a cop out and will result in a tremendous decrease in hunting success which is already too low to 
justify the costs for some people!  If hunters can't identify game, antlers, sex etc. they shouldn't take the shot and should be liable if they do.  The record 
does not support any real problem with hunting safety during twilight hours.  I do stronly support closing at sunset which will result in fewer lost animals.
do not change the end of shooting hours.The last 30 minutes of shooting hours is the most productive. If you are hunting in open terrain there is still light 
remaining after end of shooting hours..
Do not change the shooting hours.
Do not publish shooting hours.  Simply say 1/2 hour before and after sunset like other states do.
Dock 15 minutes from the current opening and closing legal hunting hours and post them by actual time, not by sunset or sunrise which is different 
depending on whether you're on a hilltop or valley floor.
Don't be a tree hugger here folks...I assure you hunter safety is not at hand...very few documented cases of this have happened in any state..........leave 
this alone as this is the time to take the animal not another way to reduce success rate....
don't hinder hunters further.  keep us hunting.  you want us to purchase tags.  you want us to "control" your populations.  let us hunt for as long as we can.  
the population is getting poorer.  we can't hunt for as many days as we used to.  let us hunt the whole day.
Don't list the shooting/hunting hours in the game laws.  Just simply say that legal hunting hours are 1/2 hour before sunrise to 1/2 hour after sunset.  Heck I 
can look up sunrise and sunset on my GPS unit now.
During the archery season the current regulations are sufficent to ensure saftey. A change may be wise for firearm seasons.
'E' is it broke ? Don't fix it.
End shooting hours completely.  No hunting=no hunter safety concerns.
Especially in early season, on a clear day I can usually see just fine to 45 to 60 minutes after sunset (and similarly, before sunrise). Please do not restrict 
the legal hunting hours to a shorter time. If any shortening is to occur, it makes more sense in the late season when the MINUTES OF TWILIGHT are 
shorter. Two of my last three elk were shot between sunset and 30 minutes after sunset(one late season elk about 5 minutes before the end of legal 
hunting hours--light was not a problem for me). Shortening the legal hunting hours would severely restrict my opportunity for success. Maybe the hunting 
hours should be set to end a certain time at or after the beginning (in the morning) and before or at the end (in the evening) of TWILIGHT, not sunrise or 
sunset. How about Civil Dawn or Civil Dusk for the beginning and end of hunting hours (not to exceed 30 minutes before sunrise nor 30 minutes after 
sunset).
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Frankly, if changing shooting time is a matter of improving safety and/or avoiding misidentification of game, then option C makes the most sense.  
Everything else being equal, I have never found it any easier to see at 30 minutes before sunrise, than 30 minutes after sunset -- just the opposite.    The 
only significant difference is that if you shoot an animal 25 minutes after sunset, you are trying to follow-up locating and, possibly, finishing the kill in 
increasing darkness.  Obviously not the case 25 minutes before sunrise.
has there been a problem in the past

Have the hours of shooting really contributed to hunter accidents? If you can't identify your target, DON'T SHOOT! This is true no matter what time of day.
Here again, unless you have hard data to back up these potential problems, I wouldn't make a change.
How about zero shooting hours!
How are you going to enforce 15/30 minutes before or after sunset?
How often does the misidentification of game occur? My guess is not very often. Didn't we learn in Hunter's Ed. that if you can't identify your target, DON'T 
SHOOT. Please allow us hunters to be mature and responsible in our quests.
How often does this really occur. Sounds like the anti's are at it again. Change the legal time you can hit a deer or elk with a car!
Hunter education should be somewhat more vigilant when it comes to game identification and hunter safety.
Hunter orange really takes care of a lot of these issues
Hunter safety and misidentification is rarely a problem I hear about at teh goleden hour.  The eye site of older hunters is propbably more likely a safety 
hazard than taking away the prime time to hunt.  On a clear night in fall you can see well in an open area after sunset.  Sometimes on a dark cloudy day 
you have to quit way before legal is over.  Leave it up to the hunter in field make the call.  Modern day optics allow you to see better and longer and 
increases the safety and game ID factor.  Still doen't mean someone will take the shot just cause it's there.  There is more to consider than saftey and ID 
too.
Hunters are supposed to know what they are shooting at before they pull the trigger. Do not punish the majority for a few who are careless.....
Hunters are supposed to positively identify their prey before attempting to kill it.  This supersedes what the big and little hands on their wrist watch indicate.  
Educate people.
Hunters who shoot without identifying their target should not be allowed to hunt! Why punnish the hunters who know better? I would hope that my fellow 
sportsmen would agree.
hunting hours are just fine the way they are.
I agree it is very dangerous when you still have hunters out there still trying to shoot when you can not see what you are shooting at.
I am an ethical hunter I will not shoot if there is doubt I like to think all of my peers are just as responsible.
I believe legal hunting hours should start at the current times.  I would not be opposed to closing the day before sunset.  I have helped pack out game in the 
dark.  It isn't fun.
I can't see through my smokepole open sites anyways
I don't believe this is an issue.  Modern optics make it easy to identify your game even earlier and later than the current shooting hours.
I have been shot at while hunting twice in my life. Both times I was wearing hunter orange and it was close to midday. In the first instance the individual was 
shooting across a ravine, I was in the open. Even after diving behind a stump and yelling for him to stop, he proceeded to empty his rifle and then ran to his 
vehicle. In the second instance I did catch up with the individual and he was not a licensed hunter but an adult who was not a legal hunter and was mentally 
handicapped. I took him to his caretaker who locked the gun up. My point is that I, in 55 years of hunting, have experienced the current opening and closing 
times to be a safety problem. Still, there have been times when, due to the dense forest or cloud cover or terrain, I could not see well enough to shoot at the 
legal shooting hour. I simply don't shoot without adequate light.
I have NEVER had an issue in the identification of game.  PERIOD!  The last 30 minutes after sunset and the first 30 minutes before sunrise is when i have 
seen the most game.  THere is NO issue here!!! NO CHANGE!!!
I have no problem waiting for positive identifacation.
I have not seen any statistics to show that a high percent of "safety" incidents have occured during this time frame. Please share these stats with the public 
or on the web site before making a change.    I personally have more concerns with hunters not finding wounded game in the evening and have it spoil 
overnight. However, with common advent of better head lamps and flashlights for tracking wounded game my concerns are less.     In fact there are 
weather pattens that of course make the half hour issue not accurate. Some times hunters can see well or poorly even before or after "legal" hours. Why 
not modify it to no artifical light?
I have world-class optics and good eye-sight.  Why should I have to pass up a hard earned and rare oppertunity on a mature big game animal because 
someone else is illequiped or inexperienced?  There are lots of laws to handle those that error.  Why penalize the well equiped ethical hunter?
I hunt archery and realistically I find it too dark to hunt by the legal hours now but do the facts show there to be an issue because I don't support changing 
laws just because or due to assumptions.
I personally witness questionable shots late at dusk or before sunrise. it is often when you see the game, but it is dangerous to the animal and other 
hunters as the hunters vision is impaired.
I really like the thought process involved here.  The problem is enforcement of this change.  There simply isn't enough game management officers to keep 
those who shoot early and late from the activity.
I think that a change would be OK if necessary.  There would have to be a documented, ongoing problem with safety and misidentification caused by 
darkness during legal shooting hours.
I think the hours are fine the way they are currently structured. With archery, you have to be at a minimum of 60 yards of an animal anyway, so 
misidentification becomes less of an issue during these hunting hours.
I think you should leave the legal shooting hours alone.  If you cant identify the animal you are shooting then you shouldnt be shooting.  And if you are 
shooting then you shouldnt be in the woods!
If a change is necessary - please do not include Archery as these 1st and last 30 minutes are when we have our best success.
if it ain't broke,don't fix it
If it isn't broke don't fix it!
If its not broke don't fix it.
If it's not broke, don't fix it.
If people misidentify an animal that their problem.  The wdfw probably makes alot of money off of these people anyway.  Hunting time should not be taken 
away from people that abide by the rules because of a few idiots that dont.
If somebody doesn't have the sense and ability to behave under the current restrictions, please consider hanging them. I have hunted varmints at night, as 
well as big game in very dark conditions (other countries, yes, legally) and understand the issue better than most, but further restrictions probably aren't 
going to make any difference to somebody who shouldn't be in the woods!
If someone shoots the wrong target they are already breaking the law. Enforce what you have before making new laws.
If you are not sure of what you are shooting at don't pull the trigger.  Stupid people are still going to shoot at anything that moves no matter what times you 
change.
if you can see it should be llegal to hunt
if you can't tell you shouldn't be out anyway..........
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IN most cases this os very hard to enforse..... Spending time and effort on this is a wast of money that could be used to imporove other aspects of outdoor 
recreation
Increase penalties for violation that occur outside current legal hunting times
increase to 1 hour after sunset for early sept. hunts.
Is there data to support this change?  Have hunters been shot due to darkness? With hunter safety class being a requirement to hunt but concealed carry 
doesn't even require ANY training this makes even less sense.
Is there objective data that supports this change?
Is this a solution looking for a problem?  Setting hard timelines is a bit stupid anyways.  There are days in the deep woods of western WA that are too dark 
to see an hour BEFORE sunset, while other days you may be able to see to a half hour after sunset.  And there is pleanty of light to see in eastern WA, 
often belore and after legal hours.  When you set rules that make no sense it only encourages people to ignore them.
Is this really a concern? Are people being shot after sunset? I haven't read to many news stories about misidentification due to it being dark out. usually it is 
a stupid mistake due to an idiot handling a firearm improperly.
It is light enough 1/2 hour before and after sunset to allow safe hunting.
IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE HUNTER TO KNOW WHAT HE/SHE IS SHOOTING.
it might be difficult on cloudy or foggy days
It's not broken so why fix it?
I've been hunting for many years, and it's always plenty light enough to see when legal hunting hours are 30 minutes before sunrise and 30 minutes after 
sunset.  The light is bright enough for identifying game during the normal hours.
Ive been out on many sunsets when there is still enough light to see game so I believe it should not have a set time but maybe 5-10 min after sun down
just stop mucking about with something that does not need changing.
Keep 1/2-hour before sunrise and change to 1/4-hour after sunset.
Keep it simple
Keep it the same I feel the line is good. everyone knows shooting hours with this schedule without  even using a watch.
Keep the shooting hours you have been using.
Leave alone with sensable enforcement
leave it alone
Leave it alone.
LEAVE IT ALONE.  Look at the statistics.  It is quite safe to hunt during these hours.
Leave it alone.....!
Leave the current law the same, its always been 30 minutes before sunrise and 30 minutes after sunset, you have already limited the number of hunting 
days to low.  Don't shorten the few days we do get.
Leave well enough alone.  There has been no accidental shootings that I'm aware of because of shooting hours. This would only serve to harass hunters by 
making illegal what has been legal for decades and decades.
Leave well enough alone.  This is nothing more than a ploy to increase violators / tickets
LENGTHEN SHOOTING HOURS TO 45 MINS. BEFORE SUNRISE AND 45 MINS. AFTER SUNSET.
let us hunt for all big game through out all hours of the day and night
like I said before, hunt Archery... Not very many opportunities to even shot, should be open all hours, with out any special night time lasers or advanced 
equipment.
Make it consistent with waterfowl hunting hours.
make legal shooting hours closer to sunrise, to keep the coasties from shooting people
Many Hunters try to get to their hunting spot well before Sunrise, and there are many times when I ran into a Buck while making my way to the stand 
several minutes before Sun up.  I would like the opportunity to harvest that animal (using every proper safety precaution of course).
Many of my deer have come in the last few minutes of the day, I bet 10 of my 15 or 16 deer have.  Stop with the micromanagement.  I already use a 
muzzleloader, and now you want to take away the most productive time of the day?
More ethics training.  Most of the time its a personal decision anyway.
Most trophys are killed during the last minutes of legal hunting hours.  Dont screw this one up.
N/A
no change
no change or make it so if you can see to shoot its legal not whether it's a certain time and you forgot your watch or can't remember which day they change 
the time on and don't have the book with you to look it up before shooting that 30 point buck!
No Change.
no change.
No Change.  People still have to take responsibility for good shots.
No change.  Still plenty light during the legal hours.  only those going beyond would have a problem
No changes are necessary.
No comment
No further comment--leave well enough alone
No hunter will leave the woods in prime time...I don't think a problem exists in this case.  This idea must originate from non-hunters or inexperienced 
woodsmen
Not really an issue
Note: Hunters are going to be in the field  and in position ready to hunt prior to sunrise or prior to legal hunting time  regardless. I believe that most hunters, 
right or wrong, equate 'hunting time' with 'shooting time' and they may well carry an un-loaded weapon (or not) to their initial point of departure for the day. 
Again, right or wrong, this is what happens.    A person's eyes, under the above scenario, can adjust reasonably well to limited light before actual 'sunrise' 
and likewise, to the time after actual 'sunset'. It is no worse during those half-hour periods than it is in and out of shadows immediately at actual 
sunrise/sunset or even after sunrise and before sunset for the corresponding half-hour. Add to this our mountainous terrain which in many, many cases 
renders the 'actual sunrise/sunset' a mute point anyway. A hunter may well be watching a canyon wall at actual sunrise but that particular side slope may 
not get sun until much later in the morning anyway.    The issue if illegal kills isn't one that the Department can simply right the correct narrative and fix. 
Often the best time for sighting game in at twilight or dusk.
OK the animals in this world move at sun up and sun down.  Get real you morons!
One half hour before sunrise to sunset.Taking an animal after sunset requires retrival problems.
One half hour before, to sunset. Hunters are more likely to push the envelope at the end of the day and make a mistake. This also helps with tracking on 
animals shot close to end of the day.
One of the first rules you are taught in hunters safety is to make sure of what you are shooting and to make sure of what is behind the animal. If you are 
unsure then do not shoot, it is as simple as that. Just because some people do not realize that then they should face the punishment for shooting 
something out of season or shooting the wrong species.
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Only good idea I have heard yet from you guys!
Open 15 minutes before sunrise and close 15 minutes after sunset.
Open an hour before sunrise and close an hour after sunset.
Open and close shooting hours at or near sunset and sunrise, but allow a half hour post sunset retrieval period for big game animals to allow dispatch of 
wounded game.
open at sunrise and close at 30 minutes after sunset.
Open at sunrise to one half hour after sunset
Please don't take anything away from us it is to hard to get anything back and make it harder for our next generations of hunters our childern.
please give better reason than this is a concern, what has happened that this needs to be changed? numbers are nice, not always easy to get but some 
research might help ya you do some research and then you will know the answer to this question.  You guys are building a hunting season based on 
oppinions how obsurd does this sound. No one is going to be like ya lets make it harder to hunt deer and elk because we here so many stories of people 
being shot every year by responsible sportsmen.
PLENTY OF DAYLIGHT IS AVAILABLE HALF AN HOUR BEFORE AND AFTER THE SUN. HUNTERS NEED TO BE TAUGHT TO MAKE SURE OF 
THEIR TARGET AND TAKE ETHICAL SHOTS
Promote peace on earth.  Shorten hours.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Quit making so many rules and just let people hunt.   Remove weapons from the game wardens belt to insure respect for the customer(hunter).
Rather than imposing a blanket change in shooting hours for all seasons, please consider making this change only for firearm seasons.  It is absolutely 
absurd to limit archery seasons based on the fear an archer may misidentify a fellow hunter, believing it to be big game.  Even at 80 yards, arguably the 
maximum effective rage of a highly skilled archer, one can clearly distinguish between the species, human verses big game, at one half hour before sunrise 
and after sunset.  I would submit this question: Can the WDFW exhibit even one verifiable case in which an archer shot another hunter during archery 
season due to misidentification?
shootable light without the aid of any artifical light is the most common sense, and safety approach
Show me the data that says there is a mistaken identification or hunter safety issue.  Problems like these are had by inexperienced people who have other 
issues.
Sort this out by gear types. Since archery hunters rely more on picking a specific part of the animal, leave them as is, make the changes to the weapon 
types that have a longer reach.
Stop trying to make this change.  Every three years you try this BS.
That 30 mins on each end is prime time and when a large percentage of animals are killed. I can still see fine before and after these periods.
That is a bunch of BS you are taught in hunters education to identify your target. If you can't identify it then they shouldn't be taking a shot at the animal. 
Taking a shot on animal that you haven't identified is poor ethics, and unfortunately there are people out there that have none.
The 30 mintues before sunrise & after sunset makes the most sense if you are actully going by true sunrise/sunset times.
The causes for this proposed rule changer are very specious.  Safe, ethical hunters should not be further curtailed by limited hours.  I hunted for years in 
Germany where we were allowed to hunt 24 hours a day; there was no safety problem or species identification problem.  Leave the hours as they are or 
expand them.
the climates change from year to year.  the posted sunset two years ago i could not shooy a bull during legal hours because it was dark, last year i could 
not shoot a bull during good light because the book said it was too late.  not sure how to handle this one
The current hunting hours are working just fine don't mess with things that are not broken.
The hunters that are having a problem with misidentification are probably going to continue to hunt daylite to dark!!!!!!!!!!!1
THE LEGAL SHOOTING HOURS ARE CLEARLY POSTED IN THE GAME REGS. IT SHOULD BE UP TO THE HUNTER TO MAKE SURE HE/SHE HAS 
ENOUGH LIGHT TO CLEARLY IDENTIFY THERE TARGET. AS A HUNTER I HAVE ENOUGH COMMON SENCE TO KNOW THAT WHEN IT IS A 
CLOUDY OR STORMY MORNING OR EVENING THAT I WILL NOT BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY THE GAME AS WELL AS WHEN IT IS CLEAR AND 
SUNNY. THE PEOPLE WHO DO NOT KNOW EXACTLY WHAT THEY ARE SHOOTING AT ARE MOST LIKELY SHOOTING WELL BEFORE THE 
LEGAL SHOOTING HOURS AND WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO REGARDLESS OF WHAT LAWS ARE IN PLACE. THIS WOULD JUST BE ANOTHER 
CASE OF THE LAW ABIDING CITIZENS CONFORMING TO THE LAWS AND THE OTHERS JUST DO WHAT THEY WANT. KIND OF LIKE GUN 
RIGHTS!!!!!
The problem is with the lack of enforcement of the current hours (the wardens due a fine job they are just few and far between). The same people that 
would take a shot at an animal when it is not clearly identified are the same ones that shoot  outside of the current hours. Changing the shooting hours will 
only affect responsible hunters that are not part of the stated problem.
the rest are all least preferred
The saftey record doesn't warrent a change
The shooting hours table is nice.
the time in the books are good.
The twilight hours are the most productive times to take game. Don't take them away from us.
There is no evidence that misidentification of game and hunter safety is factor.
There is plenty of light during the current legal hours.....
There is still alot of light after sunset. Stop restricting everything, and start punishing the few bad apples that have no hunter ethics.
there is still plenty of light with the 30 min grace period leave it alone! or prohibit only long range weapons like  rifle hunting.
There isn't a problem, don't create one.
These half hours are the best hunting throughout the day. If you eliminate this hour of hunting, expect numbers to drop considerably. Is that our goal? Is 
there a misidentification problem? Is there a safety concern? Add info to the hunters course, and penalize those who kill illegal animals.
These shooting hours have been in place for almost half a century.  Misidentification during these periods of "darkness" as well as "hunter safety" is a non-
issue and just a guise for the WDFW to exercise more control over hunters.  Start managing the wildlife and quit managing people.
they open too early and close to early
This also seems anecdotal. Where are the statistics showing a problem? Hunter accidents rising? I doubt it. Leave it alone.
This does not make sense. If there is a problem how about 1 hour before sunset and 1 hour after sunrise.
This has worked for many years! Do not mess with it if it is not a safety issue!
This is a matter of good sportsmanship and if the hunter can appropriately identify target.  We don't need to be dictated a specific period of time.  This one 
is off base!!!!!!
This is a non issue,leave it alone
This is a reach guys leave it alone!!!! I think this is absolutly STUPID. LEAVE THE HUNTING HOURS THE WAY THEY ARE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
This is a safety issue that should be addressed.  I strongly agree that hunting hours should be moved to sunrise.  I don't hunt until sunrise in any case 
because of the dangers.
This is crazy! Actualy how many hunters are being shot because of this now??? Zip?
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This is micro-managment of a non-issue.
this state has been having hunting seasons for many years lets not try to reinvent the wheel

To hard to enforce, it is already a tough one to decide when the sunset actually went down in the woods.  Set exact times for opening and closing each day.
Totally agree
We don't need a change.  Let us be mature enough to decide for ourselves whether we are safe and whether we can adequately identify the game.  You 
don't need to regulate every aspect of our lives.
We have been using this law for as long as I remember it, and I have not heard of any issues.  I say leave it alone, what is wrong with what we have.
We know as hunters that big game animals move during these period of time more than other times.  It is the hunters responsibility to I.D. game animals 
during these low light condictions.  The consequences should be severe enough to make someone think about what they are shooting at.
Wether it is light enough to safely hunt will never be adequately tied to a time of day written down because weather affects it so dramatically.  Changing the 
laws to remove any specific time of day reference would be preferential.  Some days it is safe to shoot 45 mintues before sunrise, and somedays it is not 
safe to shoot until an hour after sunrise depending on current conditions.
What do we have non-hunters writing this survey? Get real.
While the concern for hunter safety is warranted I believe the risk would be negligible.  There is no excuse for misidentifying your target in my opinion and 
the excuse that it was too dark is a poor one at that.  If you should change the rules of legal shooting hours it should be to a more common sense rule like 
"if it is too dark to see your target to identify it, then it is too dark to shoot."
why are we wasting time on this also.......what percentage of problems are there due to the regulations as they are now....i will bet they are real 
small......why waste time on this.........is this another advanced hunter requested change?
Why are you dealing with minutia?  What percentage of hunter fatalities have occured between sunset and 30 min after sunset or 30 min prior to sunrise 
and sunrise?
Why change what is not broken!! Just do not give permits to unworthy people (Skid Row/Sedro residents)
Why change what is not broken.  Is this looking for more violation citations.
why change what works.
with today's better optics in binoculars, I would have to go with "c" but make it 15 before and 15 after...
Without some data to support a change (e.g., most hunting accidents occur prior to sunrise or after sunset) I don't.  In my experience, it is marginal for 
shooting light at 1/2 hour before sunrise and I often wouldn't shoot because I couldn't see well enough.  For hunter safety, and to reduce loss of wounded 
animals, I would favor any reduction to occur in the evening.  It wouldn't hurt to encourage folks to get out of the woods while they can still see and they 
would probably be more apt to follow up on shots if they knew they still had enough light to do so.

You cannot regulate stupidity. A safe shot is identifying your game, identifying your back stop, and knowing where the bullet, arrow, or shot is going to go.
You have got to be kidding!
You must be joking?  The current problem in western Washington is that it opens too early in the morning, but so what, hunters don't shoot at what they 
can't see.  The evening time set at 30 minutes after sunset is just right.........at the beginning of the week it's just a bit early, and at the end, it's just a couple 
minutes too late........perfect, overall.
You really want to make it tough for hunters and reduce the harvest, change this definition and see what happens. Safety is not the issue, anti hunting is. 
Education of everybody is key. Hunter ORANGE is a better alternative and seems to be working just fine. Again penalize the guilty hunters.
You should be carefull talking oppertunity away thats why hunting numbers are way down if this were to happen i would stop hunting in washington because
most trophy bucks i have been lucky enough to harvest have been in that first and last half hour!
YOUR LEGAL SHOOTING HOURS DON'T RELATE TO THE ACTUAL SUNRISE, THERE IS A FEW MINUTES DIFFERENCE, I KNOW HUNTERS THAT 
OBTAIN THE OFFICAL SUNRISE AND SUNSET REPORT AND HUNT BY THOSE HOURS AND NOT YOURS, YOU STATE 30 MINUTES BEFORE 
SUNRISE THE OFFICAL REPORT IS DIFFERENT, I GET STUCK ON THE TERM LEGAL HUNTING HOURS, THAT IN MY MIND IS THE TIME TO 
HUNT, YOU NEED TO CLARIFY THE TIME
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Issue 14-Lead
Issue 14:
Many studies in modern scientific literature are indicating that lead poisoning is increasingly problematic, addressing this issue is important for 
human and wildlife health. The Department is considering implementing additional lead restrictions. 
How should the Department address the use of lead ammunition?    Rank the following options, with "1" being your most preferred and "6" 
being your least preferred.
6 for A thru D
A and B are virtually the same and shows this survey to be a scam.
a, b, c, d,  should all be #6.  NO!  please don't increase the dept's association with the anti-hunting groups any more than it already is.
A, B, C, D, are not acceptable.
A,B,C, D should all be a 5 for prefers ,but the survey will not let me put that in.
absurd!
Address the issue as areas of concern using lead shot are identified.  Currently waterfowl control is warranted - I have not seen any data identifying any 
areas in Washington where lead bullet problems exist.  Need more data
Again come on leave it alone!!!!
again if it ain't broke...
Again, address "spot" problems only as they become problems and please stop with the "blanket" regulation.
Again, if you have hard data, I would support some restrictions above what we have now, but It appears tome that we are trying to kill a fly with a 
sledgehammer.
Again, leave well enough alone.  Lead poisioning is not as big an issue as you are attempting to make it.
ALL cases of lead poisoning must be reported to the CDC, this is a federal law and all doctors and labs obey it.  To date there are NO cases of lead 
poisoning known to the CDC to have come from wild game.
All non toxic would be cost prohibitive especially for upland bird. The only reasonable alternative is 4 times the price.  And if there is not a demonstrated 
need for the restriction in an area, it seems to be arbitrarily increasing costs for hunters
Allow lead bullets on big game but highly recommend moving away from any lead on all game. Could be more reseptive if there is a set up for hunters to 
turn in the lead only bullets or shot gun shells.
Allow use of lead shot in areas where ingestion is determined not to be relevant...ie Skagit Bay
APPEARS TO BE AN EFFORT TO MAKE HUNTING MORE COSTLY, REDUCE PASSING ON HUNTING TRADITIONS TO YOUNGSTERS; THIS IS 
CREATING A PROBLEM THAT DOES NOT EXIST
Are you serious.......What MODERN scientific literature are you using?
AREAS THAT GET A LOT OF BIRD HUNTING PRESSURE MAY NEED A NON TOXIC SHOT REGULATION. AREAS OF OTHER SMALL GAME 
HUNTING SHOULD NOT. RESTRICTING HUNTERS TO NON TOXIC BULLETS SHOULD NEVER HAPPEN
at one point "modern scientific literature" said the world is flat.figure that
B. is confusing.  When using a shotgun with "shot" require non-toxic shot statewide regardless of species.  Do not allow "shot" for large game.
Ban lead/toxic shot and bullets everywhere on all public and private property!  Do not allow the senseless poisoning of our environment and wildlife to 
continue.
but yet you require muzzleloaders to use lead bullets to shoot big game
Cops use lead, so why is it important for a hunter to not use lead ?
Coyotes and small game need to be excluded.  Birds is a different story!  Let's not follow suit with California!!!!!!!
do not follow california's sinister ban on lead bullets; that was openly anti-2nd amendment/hunting and will lead to political backlash here.
do not lump unclassified species with waterfowl.
Do the studies really show that lead shot is that much of a problem away from waterfowl areas?  If I saw the numbers, perhaps I would be more 
sympathetic but, right now, I am more suspect of some folks' efforts to curb hunting and using this avenue.
Don't believe Californians. You know this is BS.
Don't believe everything you read.  The number of hunters in this state is on the decline.  How then, is it possible that lead poisoning is increasing?
Don't consider this unless the goal is to end hunting in WA.   Are hunters are putting this much lead into the landscape that we should not shoot a few 130 
grain, partial lead projectiles into the countryside? A bad idea, what next -   copper?
Dont do what California has done.  But I guess you are trying to drive shooters, hunters, and those who own guns out of the state.
Don't jump on the bBandwagon!!! Has there been any documented cases? Another anti hunting technique used to reduce hunting oppertunities.
dont let hunter use toxic shot at all for any animal
don't let the anti hunting groups and lead agenda's of groups to push thier flawed science the WDFW.
don't really have a opinion with unsure stats.
don't require non lead bullets, period.  too many people don't know how the substitutes will perform.
en ough is enough
Encorage the use of no lead shot.  Birds already require it, don't they?
First step should be all waterfowl state wide steel shot only. Think Lead shot would be fine for the rest. At least that would be a good first step
GET OFF THE NON-TOXIC KICK!!!!!!!
Give me a break, you are fine on this issue already.
Here is an area where regulation makes sense for the health of the game we are hunting, the other non-game animals, and, perhaps, our own health.
Hunters be responsible for proper removal of lead or lead contaminated animals on private lands
Hunters should be allowed to use lead shot on private lands. Non-toxic bullet restriction should NEVER be considered anywhere.
I already hunt with steel only, but my sons have issue finding non-toxic shells for .410, 16 and 28 gauge guns for grouse.  The price is outlandish.  If supply 
and price were like lead, I would agree.
I am yet to be convinced, other than with waterfowl, that lead is a serious issue. It is more a perceived and emotional issue I suspect.
I assume we have non-lead components of equal performance.  So, eliminate its use but do it primarily at the source: make the manufacturers of 
ammunition eliminate it from use.
I believe these studies to be bogus.  Hunters should be allowed to use the best bullet for a clean kill.
I don't believe lead poisoning is a problem.
I don't believe that it causes that big of a problem in places other than feeding areas
I don't think they even make non-toxic varmint rounds, do they?  If they do then we should do the best we can to ensure  the ground and water does not 
become sodden with toxic lead.
I feel that there should be some exemption for those of us who choose to use muzzleloading shotguns for small game.
I have a lot of shotgun shells with lead shot that I wouldn't be able to use, but I think there is more than enough lead out there now.
I have been watching the developments concerning lead projectials in calif. from what i can discern there is very little science involved, decissions are far 
more political then scientific.
I have no comment.  I don't hunt waterfowl.
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I have seen bird poultaions increase..... SO this cant be taht big of an issue....  The studies are skewed to be green. Leave things as they are.
I havent seen the data to take any position
I hope you never get to the point of requiring non toxic lead bullets.
I HUNT A LOT OF COYOTES THAT KILL OUR ANIMALS ON OUR FARM I DO NOT WANT TO BUY  NON LEAD SHOT UNLESS GAME DEPARTMENT 
IS GOING TO PROVIDE IT
I remember when  WDFW stated they had no plans to expand lead shot bans.  We don't have Condors in this state so quit trying to emulate California and 
outlaw ammunition!  This sounds like an attempt to ban .22 rimfire ammo
I think this is mostly a water-fowl  and pheasant release site issue.
I vehemently do not believe lead to be the problem claimed! Even though I do not use a shotgun!
I was to understand this is mainly a waterfoul issue, lead shot being picked up by bottom feeding waterfoul.... Why is WDFW considering such drastic 
changes to other hunting situations?
I would enter 6 for each of A-D if I could.
I would support this but Coyotes require a lead jacketed bullet.  I would support this for all birds and small game like rabbits, grouse...  Not sure who the non 
hunter was who added coyotes to this!!!
Identify these areas better......I might go waterfowling if it were clearer...
If non-toxic bullets are required for small game they should also be reuired for big game.
if that happens shells will be so expensive we won't be able to hunt just look at the price now and imagine what it will be when that's all we can use. I 
haven't found any animals that were dead unless they were shot.
If the requirement is non-toxic bullets statewide you restrict the use of muzzleloaders for unclassified species.
If this is a major problem there would be a lead epidemic in Yakima county where there are more shells fired at upland birds than in any other county over 
the last several decades.On the contrary, its among the top upland producers
if you are going to make the change. make it statewide, keeping track of shotshells is a pain, and the penalty is too stiff. I hunt upland birds and waterfowl 
and it is a constant shuffle of shells. no change would be best for now.
If you wanted real comments you would allow more than 250 characters. This will add regulation, cost and will render some firearms unusable for a variety 
of reasons. net result less hunters less dollars for dfw.
Indeed lead shot poisoning is like global warming: mostly a myth
Is it really that big a problem?
Is there a huge animal die off due to lead I don't know about????This would make it too expensive with the cost of everything skyrocketing for a lot of us!
It is already state law that requires no toxic shot for most waterfowl, and certain birds to require it for the small percentage of coyote and ground squirrel 
hunters would be overkill and a dramatic waste on State resources.
It would be foolish to make policy on literature be it scientific or not.  There's vitually no scientific evidence that lead bullets/shot is a hazard outside of 
limited areas where there are concentrations of waterfowl.  I don't support B and C.
I've not read the science and until I do I am skeptical that is truly problematic.
Keep steel shot to waterfowl.  Leave it out of big game and small game hunting.
Lead (natural) is only a problem when it is concentrated. Get a specific hunting area which proves that lead is causing a problem with health let's hear it. 
Another way for anti hunters to get an edge against sportsment in any way they can.
Lead bullets should remain legal in muzzleloaders, as they do not explode or fragment as they do in modern firearms.  Lead shot should be banned 
everywhere, even for target practice on public or private land.
lead comes from many things besides bullets or shot.
Lead is a natrual element.  Don't see a problem unless it is being introduced into an area.  Last time I checked, small game and big game don't eat bullets.  
More questions need to be asked and answered.  Balance and reason always reign.
Lead is unethical and is toxic to all animals and humans.
Lead retrictions has always been a crock. It's just another veiled attempt to take away our 2nd amendmant rights.
Lead rifle and pistol ammo expended by hunters has not been conclusively linked to health problems. hunters fire one or two shots max. More lead pollution 
in the dumpster outside work than there is by me shooting 50 animals with rifles and pistols
lead shot is the best for bringing down game birds as well as small game. The lead substitutes, such as steel, don't hit as hard as lead, and cripples more 
birds as well as many hunters losing more hit birds.
leave the ammunition alone, No change the amount of lead used in ammunition for upland and big game is minimal.  Water foul is differant deal, although I 
think that is blown out
let us use what ever we want
Lets ' use  non toxic shot  on waterfowl ,and  possibly for refuge hunts for pheasant.
Lets be smart about this. Only restrict the areas that are having issues. The only birds that are showing the issues are the Condor, and they only have a 
limitted range. Let's not go crazy with this thing, and let the corporations dictate.
look at your current lead only bullets for muzzleloaders
Making us hunt more animals with steel shot would simply cause more animals to be wounded and not found.  I believe that expanding the non toxic shot 
regulations would be a huge mistake that would cause the waste of far more game animals
More micro-managment,except in the case of waterfowl
More research needs to be done on this topic before the department makes a decision. The research I've seen is to be suspected.
need more data before any decison should be made. butchering techniques also need to be addressed.im aware of the california condor legislation and 
think that small game hunting is the problem there not deer hunting.
No Change
NO CHANGE
No change for now
No change is needed.
NO CHANGE!  There is no reason to change the use of lead shot.  It is a NATURALLY OCCURING ELEMENT!!! Where do you smart folks think lead 
comes from?  It comes from the ground! Please use some common sense.
No comment
No comment-don't do bird hunting
No hunting=no lead poisoning.
NO No no, you guys are listening to the enviro nazi's way to much.  The use of lead in bulletts and shot is not a problem except  possibly in wetlands.  Do 
not restrict us everywhere else also.  No no no
no opinion
no restricions on non-toxic bullets only on shot.
No Restrictions
No restrictions on lead for Coyotes, and other unclassified species.
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no toxic shot is great exept for preditors .
Non issue at his time.  all options other than E are overkill
non toxic for birds only, phase in to use up old ammo
Non toxic shot, hunter responsibilty to recover lead involved bullets/proper disposal of animals
Non-Toxic bullets ARE YOU NUTTS. What are we trying to be, another California !!!
Non-toxic for birds statewide is fine, but not for varmits. If so important, why restrict lead only to muzzleloaders?
Non-toxic shot adds to the expense of hunting. The state should consider every expense increase it imposes on hunters as rising fuel costs already stand 
to reduce license sales in coming years.
Non-toxic shot for all Bird hunting only.
Non-toxic shot is already regulated in waterfowl hunting and wetland areas. There needs to be no further regulation. This will drive up the cost of 
ammunition as well as firearms, and reduce the efficiency of these weapons causing more wounded game.
Non-toxic shot is more expensive than lead.  Unless you are close to water, non-toxic should not be required.
non-toxic shot restricted to only waterfowl hunting - STATEWIDE
not enough info to make a determination. If ingested shot is the issue then current regs should be sufficient. If wounded animals are an issue then that 
should be addressed. Restrict coyote hunting to using non-toxic shot would be an issue for many.
Number of hunters falling yearly and will take a real dive if we have to pay for non-toxic ammo for all hunting. Not convinced that lead is that large a 
problem.
once again we need to be able to classify options 1 through 6 on each line above
ONLY MIGRATORY BIRDS
Outlaw all lead shot, bullets, projectiles, etc.
Problem areas are where there is alot of lead being used...ducks, geese etc....how often do you find a chunk of lead from a missed coyote?
Problematic is a good description.  Every one I've been able to find has been less than persuasive.   Fund some grad students.  We need a little unbiased 
science.
Protect all hunting land statewide!
Prove lead depositted by "Hunters" is the real reason for the non-toxic ban.  Don't just lump all hunting opportunitiesto the same restictions.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Publish literature/public outreach and promote non-lead shot without regulations.
Quit making so many rules and just let people hunt.   Remove weapons from the game wardens belt to insure respect for the customer(hunter).
quite the chicken little responce to any one forum study.
Really, honestly, come on WDFW, you can't be serious here.  Lead poisoning from ammunition during hunting season?  Wow, this is ridiculous!
Remove restrictions on all areas, toxic shot is not a problem as some scentist clam. Look futher than the byist opion of the left extremeist. It's just another 
way to limit gun usage. Be the leaders not the followers of other States.
Reqire lead only for the whole State. Everyone knows that their is not really a issue with lead. The anti-gun people are just making it up to price out people 
from hunting. They can't take our guns so they want to take our bullets.
Require biodgradeable shot
Require hunters to use non-toxic shot when hunting birds and small game outside of deer,elk, couger and bear season
Require hunters to use non-toxic shot when hunting game birds only. There is absolutely no reason to require hunters to use non toxic shot when hunting 
coyotes.
Require non-toxic bullets to be used by hunters within city limits of cities with populations over 500, 000. Or how about when hunting spotted owls?
Require non-toxic shot for all bird hunting only
Require non-toxic shot for all shooting (including target shooting!!!) on public lands managed for wildlife habitat (i.e., exclude formal shooting facilities).
require non-toxic shot for all upland bird and waterfowl only
require that larger lead shot be used.  #4 or better, this sinks deeper in the soil and is not picked up by waterfowl or game animals
ridiculous. Show me the birds that have died from lead poisoning. I am for responsible hunting but this defies common sense.
Rifle, shotgun slug and muzzle loader - lead OK.  All shotgun rounds, except slug, non-toxic.
Screw the lead--make them use rocks---
show proof of this study before we impose the costs to hunters. it sounds like gun control issues coming up to me and will not be taken well by hunters.
Show us the data that links lead shot and/or bullets to environmental hazards in upland areas.
Statewide non-toxic shot and bullet requirement for all bird, small-game, and big game hunting.
statistics on lead shot/bullets not very "scientific"--most another way to control bullets.
Steel shot, although better for health concerns, is not a reliable harvest method for wildlife.  Many birds and small game are hit with steel shot and go 
through the animal without putting the animal down because it has less â€œimpactâ€� on the animal.
Stop selling lead shot only sell non-toxic shot so there is no confusion.
Tell me,  do you realy think 150 grain bullets lost during a missed shot at deer or elk will endanger the envronment...  Were are the studies in modern 
lierature you are quoting, taken , i doubt it was Washington.
that would have to include muzzleloader hunters ,they are required to shoot lead bullets
That's not very good science!  According to Food and Drug administration, there have been no lead poisoning cases from humans eating game 
animals/birds taken with lead bullets/shot.  Don't do it!
the current studies used to make non-toxic shot/bullet rules are flawed and not backed by unbiased research. I belive all such bans should be lifted untel it 
can be proven to be a real problem
The danger from ingesting metalic lead is greatly over stated. Get some real scientific research on the subject.
The issue is concentrating lead where there is heavy use.  Dispersed shooting of grouse in the mountains does little to concentrate lead compared to all the 
other stuff that is out there.
The issues with available non toxic shot i have experienced has resulted in more wounded game then i care to recount.  still, wounded game is better then 
species population degrading from the use of toxic shot.
The lead bullet issue is only an excuse used by anti hunters too ban hunting and is not a significant problem outside of specific areas.
The lead poisoning issue should be for specific problem areas only!
the lead scare is just antihunters way of picking us appart if the wa game department changes from current rules i may be tempted to quit hunting in my 
home state completly
the problem is addressed now
The problem is that non toxic shot often doesn't take animals down as well, which will lead to more wounded animals and our game laws are already 
confusing enough.
The science is NOT there to support a ban on lead bullets for large game hunting..it is a farce!
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The use of non toxic bullets on coyotes would decrease the nuber of dogs taken and increase the predation of other game animals.  allow use of lead on 
yoters
thecurrent standard for shot in shells has caused me to loose interest in the sport.opening a casing&finding plastic mixed with the shot,I understand why 
more birds are wounded&die elsewhere as opposed to using lead, the knock down power.
Then I guess we need to re-write the lead projectiles for muzzleloaders?!
there are no studies that indicate lead poisoning from hunting coyotes is a problem.  let some more research be completed before changing the regs.  
better to protect children on playgrounds and streets than restrict the bullets of hunters.
There is no "problem" with lead bullets  Restrictions only where "on-the-ground" conditions dictate     Limit to pheasant, quail & dove, not forest grouse, 
coyotes. ground squirrels  Cost is a concern
There is no need for non-toxic shot requirement when hunting upland birds. I would never be able to afford to hunt quail if non-toxic shot was required. Its 
fine for waterfowl but not for upland birds.

there is no reason at all why any hunter should be using lead shot when hunting.  All hunters using shotguns should be required to use Non-Toxic shot only.
This is a bunch of BS. I have shot thousands of birds in my life and have yet to see a single pellet in ones gullet!
This is a counter productive to the sport of hunting and I am opposed to any of it.
This is a crock of baloney. No change except for problem areas.
This is not an issue in my opinion.  There seems to be just as much "scientific literature" that finds no connection between using Lead shot/bullets and Lead 
poisoning.
This is NOT the state of Kalifornia!   Your "Answer Guide" is prejudiced! It doesn't allow us to mark them all "6".
This issue is being used by special interest groups who are intending to eliminate as much hunting as possible. If they can't take our guns, they will take our 
ammunition.
This regulation should only be required over water!!! if your hunting birds in a field not close to water them who cares what shot is used, there would be a lot 
less cripples out there.  Use common sense
this seems to be more of a political issue based on restricting hunting opportunities more rather than sound management practice. the wdfw should fight for 
hunter rights on this issue.
This should be based on good science as far as big game. In so much as waterfowl it is good practice to requrie non toxic shot for hunting.
This should have been addressed years ago.
This whole problem was started in california without any proof that a condor ever ingested a hunters bullet or pellet. This whole imaginary problem is 
perpetrated by nonhunters without basis in a scientific fact. Lets not follow the idiot state.
Those studies are flawed and the anti-hunting/anti-gun crowd are using them for their own agenda. Why are you even listening to what they a shoveling. 
Pretty soon wild life officers won't even have jobs, because everything will be outlawed.
Too many conflicting options. E is the answer.
Unclassified species hunting is not creating a issue.  Upland bird hunting is where I shoot most of my leadshotshells and I would support a non-toxic shot 
rule.
Unless they have come up with a good shot substitute that is inexpensive for hunting doves, I am opposed. I do support no toxic shot use since I already do 
it where feasible (aka except doves) in pursuit of pheasant, etc.
use non toxic shot in high use recreational shooting areas. Example; Yacolt burn area where lots of target shotting goew on.
Use non-toxic shot for all bird hunting, which is where most of the shot is spent.  Leave small-game and unclassified species the same (i.e., lead bullets or 
shot allowed).
Waterfowl is the only issue where this has been a concern. Again this is an anti hunter and anti gun issue. Where will the money come from to manage the 
wildlife when you can not harvest animals.
WDFW SHOULD RESTRICT THE USE OF LEAD AMMUNITION WHEN HUNTING WITH A SHOTGUN PERIOD!!!
We are already restricted enough.  Additional lead restrictions makes no sense, there is absolutely no evidence to support a change.  Anti hunting groups 
are behind this non sense.
We don't have a condor problem!!!  Nor, are there any real human related risks or issues!!!  This is all hype and designed to reduce hunting in general by 
PITA.  BS, BS, BS
We have enough ammunition restrictions already.
We have enough confusing rules.
We only wish we got to hunt, and more importantly shoot, so much that we were loading the landscape up with lead.  Another solution looking for a 
problem.
Well 'F' it all is it broke ?
what about muzzle loaders
What is happening to WDFW ? Have you researched the agenda of the (scientists) ? Deal with lead only when and where it is proven to be a problem in 
WASHINGTON ST. !!!!
When you start looking at scientific literature, you need to look at the science, not the agenda.  (Please refer to American Hunter, July 2008 Pg 18 for more 
info)
where is it problem at? I am sure the studies didn't just say, lead is bad everywhere, look at the direct areas of concern as you have done and implement in 
other areas of concern. More evidence and more reasoning would be better than more opinions.
where is this literature and studies to justify these actions?
why are you trying to save us from everthing?.....i think the varnish from my rifle stock is causing a rash.should we have a study group of advanced hunters 
look at this
WHy is it that i cannot choose "6" for all but no change.  I do not support any of the other choices.
With the economy I canâ€™t afford to buy nontoxic shot and pay for gas to hunt.
Work to make non-toxic shot cheaper and moe effective, We lose more birs to wounds than we do to lead poisning
Work to make non-toxic shot less expensive and more efficient,  we lose more birds to use of piss-pore shot than we do to lead
you could include big game also, there are 100% copper bullets available that perform just fine
You have to buy shot shells that cost $35-$45 a box of TEN, to get something that will take down a pheasant at 30 yards. For hunting water fowl it makes 
sense, for upland birds it would cost to much.
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Issue 15A-Permits
Issue 15:
The Department has received many suggestions for changes to the current permit drawing system.
Do you support any of the following suggested changes?
1)All youth special permits and general season hunts should be antlerless.  2)65 and over as well as persons with disabilities should have the option of 
choosing special permits designated for them. the number of these permits should be representational of the percentage of these subgroups of hunters 
compared to the total amount of hunters in this region.  3)Elk hunters should have the opportunity to apply for both eastern and western tags because they 
all pay into the same system.
10% max for out of state hunter permits
A hunter should not be forced into buying a certain tag in order to apply for a special permit. All hunters should be able to apply for any special draw or 
permit without having to commit to a style of hunting first. This would increase revenue for the state. Example: I would like to put in for a rifle doe tag in a 
certain area. If I get drawn I go get the tag and hunt if I don't get drawn I have the option to switch to archery. Currently you never receive any special permit 
money from myself. Think about it.
A statewide elk tag would let hunters be more flexible in response to last-minute changes in local conditions such as forest fires. It's a great idea.
Again we have enough special permits as it is , We need to reduce the no of special hunts.  Giving youth permits for an eaier kill will not draw to many into 
a lifelong passion---Its the longterm pursuit and following the rules of older hunters that will keep them, as far as the master hunters and the hunters with 
disibilities they shouldnt get special treatment. Reduce the special hunts.
All hunters should be given the same opportunities regardless of hunting method or other criteria.  Restrictions only for health of wildlife etc. should be 
imposed and utilized manage wildlife.
All special permitting looks to me like greed for more money.  Before long there will only be special permit hunting.
Allow a hunter to apply for a permit for other than the tag purchased. For example, if I were an archery hunter, I would like to try for a permit to hunt elk in 
the LooWit area using a modern firearm.
allow hunters to apply for both east and west elk tags, no matter which tag they have. give out more quality youth hunts for deer and elk on both sides of 
the state. give out more muzzle loader tags.
allow hunters to apply for multiple weapon hunts then purchase thier tag after the drawing.
Allow hunting in either part of deer season if you have a second tag.
Allow more Bull permits for Master Hunters.
Allow only 4 hunters per party hunt. Allow only first 2 picks on first round of the drawing, the next 2 could be picked on the second round with no loss of 
bonus points.
Allow parents to purchase the point only option for youth who have not yet completed hunter safety regardless of age.  Currently, the youth of this state are 
too far behind in points to ever draw a premium bull or buck tag in eastern WA.  If parents could purchase points for a child starting at birth, when they are 
old enough to hunt, they would at least be in the running for a permit.  If the child decides not to hunt, no big deal, just money the state can use to benefit 
the resource.
Allow special permits to be purchased prior to tag purchases.
also eastside special elk permit holders for archery should be the same dates as the westside so your not competing with the spike hunters. sept.15-30
any increase for youth is great.  master hunters have had there chance and to many have blackeyed the hunting world.
apply for drawings before you purchase your weapon choice like oregon does.
Are not C, E, and F (and maybe D) already available? Isn't the reason for the Master Hunter program to address situations where high ethics are a 
necessity? I would absolutely support having Master Hunter special permits being separate from other permits (in other words, not loosing preference 
points if selected for a Master Hunter permit--but ONLY if these permits do not take away from general hunter permits).    As for A, I could see some validity 
of not losing points for an antlerless permit in some situations--or treating them separately.    In regard to B, the permit application already allows up to four 
different hunts to be selected--I see this as a permit application for 4 areas. Aren't these areas usually pretty small as it is?
Aren't you already doing this? Or what hidden agenda is at play here?
As a hunter with disabitilties I feel the state of washington has closed to woods to use. at one time there were roads we could hunt. last year the road I 
hunted was closed in the middle of the season.
as long as the permits do not close hunting areas open to the general public now
As stated before, in areas where there are nuisance animals and/or herds identified, offer special permit hunts to disabled and senior hunters, and possibly 
to youth hunters, where the WDFW participates in a baiting program to lure the animals away from hazard areas and to easily accessible areas for these 
hunters who have limited ability to traverse rough ground.
As to H:  Submit application, then obtain tag (E or W, Modern, ML, etc.) after drawing.  This would allow a hunter to apply for a variety of hunts and then 
obtain the tag actually needed for the hunt successfully drawn.    Options D & E should be combined as one pool with permits available only to those with a 
"disability AND/OR over 65 yoa"

chang the "point" system to be more fair to the people who have been putting in the longest.  Look to some of the other western states - I believe hunters in 
these states feel they have a reasonable chance at getting drawn after only 5 or 6 years of trying.  I've been applying for an area for 11 years and my 
chance of getting drawn only slightly improve each year, yet I hear of many people getting drawn, sometimes twice, after only a year or two of applying.
Change elk hunting to state wide spike only hunts. One state elk tag. Have a certain amount of any bull permits in each unit. This would allow more permits 
and make it easier to get drawn. Also, create a healther herd with more mature bulls.
Change the way you draw permits.. Draw 1/2 the permits avail for a unit to the applicants with the most points. Open the remaining 1/2 of permits to all 
applicants..
Come on guys we should be able to hunt state wide regardless.  More regs less hunters.
Comment: your solution is again special hunts.  Why not open a coupl;e of GMUs to just youth and forget the special hunt permits.
create a late buck moderns permit for unit 124 in late november.
create some quality deer and elk hunting areas in which you could hunt spike or forked horn blacktail deer or elk in the general season and permit only for 
quality bucks and bulls. More quality special permit areas are needed in western washington.
Current system is working.  Limit NR permits.
deer tags should also be Eastern or Western
Deffinetly in favor of H
Develop category of permit pool for game department volunteers, say those that volunteer over 3-5 hundred hours of documented WDFW time or increase 
a person's points per so many hours of verified volunteer hours for WDFW.
Do anything you can to increase 'opportunities' statewaide.  Our seasons and rules are already very restrictive, which discourages both existing hunters and 
new hunters.  All that is happening is to make the overall hunting population smaller and smaller.
Do not allow ANY special hunts or special permits to ANY out of state hunters
DO NOT eliminate permits that have been issued previous years without official notification.
Don't change anything
drop  E/W choice  go back to weapon choice
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E. I've seen hunters with military disabilities given favor when these individuals are just as capable as the next man to hunt with a general license and no 
apparant disability. Disabilities must be documented and severe in order to qualify.  F. A few years back a few of your so called "Master Hunters" were 
caught herding elk off of the Wildlife Refuge (no hunting) near Cheney onto private land and killed several of the elk. These "Master Hunters" were caught 
and I believe charged with violations....the program is broken!  G. I agree with non-resident hunting because it brings in revenue to the WDFW (licenses) 
and helps the motel, and restraunt business. Make sure they pay dearly for those licenses!!!
Eliminate eastern and western elk tags and go to a full state elk tag so I can hunt both Western and Eastern Elk.
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the bulls fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of 
and developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Eliminate the East - West elk tag.
Eliminate the eastern and western license altogether and make them all statewide
eliminate the master hunter program for any special hunting, I've seen a group of those yo-yos  shoot a calf elk 20+ times for a kill, load a .243 shell into a 
.06 and party hunt to get a big bull !
Eliminate the Master hunter program!  They are merely sto0ges who steal permit points and access from other hunters
Elininate the" Master-hunter" program all together
elk tags should be good state wide, no E or W.
Equal opportunity for all hunters.  No special groups or hunts for the rich.  Every hunter deserves equal access.  No discrimination.
everyone should have the same chance to get drawn for a quality hunt. Master hunters, youth, and senoior citizens should be able to put in for anterless 
hunt but should not have quality tags. The should have the same odds of getting drawn as everyone else.
Except for A, B and H isn't this the way it is now?
First of all the youth, aged (50 is classified as aged by the federal government for most programs why not here?) and those with disabilities should have 
special privilages for a number of reasons, but it the restrictions for anyone going with them can not carry a firearm or have in their possion a firearm.  
Second, I don;t support any method that provides the department to make more money from the sales of tags or licenses as the system currently does.  
Sportsman pay for a service when they buy their regular license and tags why should they have to pay more for permits, we have heard all of the 
departments excuess in the past and it boils down to one thing this is a method for the department to increase revenue which they have lost over the years 
due to the reduce purchases of licenses and tags.  Why do you think people are quiting or going elsewhere.
For disability hunters.  If there would be a change to the law on what a disability is that these individuals need for this hunt.  I have seen some 100% 
disabled hunters that are in better health than I am.  I do not have a problem with personnel with disabilities that realy limit movement in having special 
hunts.
For ELK we shoudl be allowing for statewide hunting.  At a minimum hunters who own land on both sides of the state are restricted.
G- there is no benefit right now in the special permit draws for actually living in this state. what sense does that make? Aren't we the only state that makes 
this mistake?
get rid of having to specify east or west side for elk. you should be able to hunt both sides as long as you have a valid tag.
get rid of masterhunters the program is to currupt
get rid of the eastern and western requirement let the tag be eligable anywhere in the state
Go back to one hunt choice.  Possibly two choices if the second is antlerless.
Good call on #H... that one confused the heck out of me this year and really frustrated me. I wanted to hunt the west side if I didn't get drawn, but I'd rather 
buy tags for Eastern WA.  So I don't buy tags.  You loose, I loose.
H 65+
H used to work just fine before the dept started messing with things and practicing micro management of both people and critters.
H.  is the best suggestion yet.   I also urge WDFW to allow someone to apply for an modern firearm even if they've purchased an archery tag.    It's a 
drawing let the people put in for whatever they want wherever.  I do not see any rational for deviating from this.
H. has always been a big deal for me. I would love a chance at applying for the east side but being able to hunt the west side if I don't draw a big bull tag 
would be great.
H. I don't think so, we should know the area they are drawing for.
H. See how that effects the bull/cow ratio, quality of hunts, and make adjustments as necessary.
H. would be a much needed improvment
Having a pool for Non residents would not pull more interest.  We are not considered a trophy state and this would not make a difference.
having a special permit for master hunters is bull shit at it finest
Having two seperate pools would give the people that want to only get drawn for quality hunts less of a chance.  i
How about special permits for Hunter Educators?????
Hunters should be allowed to submit applications for different hunt permits on a 1st, 2nd, 3rd choice preference system.  But still be lallowed to draw only 
one.
Hunters with disabilities----that's an oxymoron, the animals are the ones with the disability, not being able to protect themselves from humans.
I agree wth letter A as long as they can only hunt in the permitt area and not the genral season.
I am confused.  There already are permit categories for youth, seniors etc.
I am especially opposed to hunting by children.  Why are we teaching our children that maiming and killing is acceptable?  They need to be taught that the 
sanctity of all life is to be respected and cherished.
I believe that a hunter should not have to purchase their hunting liscense until after drawing is held. I would love to try to get a big bull rifle permit (of which 
there are always more) and if not drawn then I would hunt in my normal season- archery
I believe that once you have been drawn for a special permit, such as a big bull permit, you should have to wait 3 years before you can be drawn agian. In 
the interim you can put in for cow permits or ghost hunts. This would allow a greater number of hunters the opportunity to get drawn, and cut down on the 
number of hunters having to wait 10 to 15 years before getting drawn.
i can see where these questions for the whole survey are going.......more restrictions.I LOOSE MORE INTEREST IN HUNTING EVERY FEW YEARS.im 
done with this survey and probably not far from quitting hunting altogether.
I can't agree with any of these suggestions. It seems to me that we're not managing the game, but we're managing people. I also believe that any special 
permits handed out should be to the general population of state residents, and not the big private hunting reserves or outside entities. Supposedly this 
game belong to the people of the state, not non-residents or special interest groups.
I could possibly show support for separating quality buck and bull permits into smaller geographic areas if the number of areas that could be applied for 
would increase proportionally. for example right now you can put in for up to 4 areas. If the areas were made half the size then hunters should be allowed to 
put in for twice the amount of areas. This way a hunter can apply for roughly the same amount of land  to hunt in square miles.

I disagree with any reserving of tags or hunts for non-resident hunters. In fact they should be limited even more to protect the quality of resident's hunting.
I do not agree with the youth hunts. You know as well as I do that the adult is doing the shooting the majority of the time,there for eliminating  the youth hunt 
would eliminate this ellegal act.
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I do not support creating special permit allocation for special interest groups.  Everyone should be in the same pool.  Equal opportunity.  Master Hunters do 
not fall into that, because their status is based on dedication, commitment.  The other special interest groups are based on ability, or lack of, age etc... and 
discriminate against all others.
I don't like to be restricted to one portion of the state for elk...open it up for all..
I don't support any permits,buy your license and tag and take your chances.
I dont think non-residents should get to apply for special elk permits at all.
I don't totally agree with the master hunter program "period".
I encourage a system that forces hunters to apply for what they most want - not apply for everything they want (ie: antlerless, mature buck, eastside and 
westside). This is especially important for the most sought after draw hunts. The hunters most willing to apply for these hunts year-after-year should be the 
ones drawn, not someone who applied on a whim just because the rules for applying were unrestrictive. With that, I strongly encourage the establishment 
of a "Preference Point" system (where the applicants with the most points are gauranteed to draw) rather than the current "Bonus Point" system where it 
only increases an applicants odds of drawing.
I especially support item H.
I feel as those it is a crime to force hunters to select east or west for elk in advance escpescially if they are not successful in a drawing.  I may want to hunt 
a specific unit ONLY if I am drawn but would like to reserve the selection of east or west until I know.  Makes more sense to select east or west after the 
drawing.
I feel that each herd should be managed independently.  Restricting the amount of tags for each user group in each area for general over the counter tags.  
Once the alloted amount of tags have been purchased that's it.  Washington does a poor job of this.  Way too many hunters in some areas not enough in 
others.
I feel that permit applications should be made (like New Mexico) reqardless of weapon choice, allowing us to choose our weapon after the permit results are 
complete. Also make hunters choose either quality or quantity permits by only allowing one choice (instead of the current 4 choices)
I feel there is to many different categories right now. I would like to see the only categories be by weapon, and sex of the game.
I hate the point system

I have 20 year tell im 65 and I have a son, but the youth hunt for deer OK, I give that , (BUT MOOSE AND ELK NO WAY)the kids these day get everthing 
give to them, let them wait just like ever hunter does. (disabitie and 65 OK) , but we need to lower the number of permits for youths on moose and Elk.
I have been a resident my entire life and find it frustrating that you cannot apply for a east side tag for elk, and if not picked you cannot hunt the west side. 
This should change, as well as getting the synopsys out earlier in the year move up the application deadline, and let the results of the drawings out earlier. 
It is crazy that a person can apply for a hard to get archery tag for 12+ years and only have a month to plan and scout that area.

I have never agreed with separating groups for special permits. All special permits should be available for every one to put in for. My thoughts for the above 
questions are that you are just looking for a way to generate more money thru application sales. You complicate the permit system too much, then you 
cause more computer problems that just cause more headaches for the applicants. My suggestion is for you to be completely fair, stop playing with special 
interests, stop increasing ways for you to charge more fees, and make all of the permits open to everyone that has the appropriate tag to put in for them.
I have seen hunters with so called disabilities on a dead run going after game.  There needs to be some fine tuning as to what is a disability before any 
more special permits are issued.
I just know that we need more 'trophy' opportunities in this state. The current management system highly restricts the avid and ethical hunters from their 
dream of spending as much time as possible in the woods.
i like all of the ideas of persons over 65, plus youth ,plus disabled,  getting special permit oppurtunities, but they should either be in those draws OR  regular 
quality permit hunts.NOT BOTH.
I LIKE IT THE WAY IT IS. FAIR AND EQUAL FOR EVERYONE
I love the idea of statewide elk hunting, choosing eastern or western feels frustrating, and the choices on the westside are very limited!!!!!
I only support seperating antlered and antlerless permits if that means you can harvest two animals, or you may have someone drawn for both. Then what 
happens to the unused tag?
I pay taxes and my licensing fees go to help support the animlas in all of Washington.  Yet I can not apply for the premier elk units (Blues, peaches, etc...).  
I should be able to apply for tags regardless of which side of the Cascade Range I live.
I really like prop (H).
I resent having to pay a non-resident application fee for a hunt that has a very low percentage change of drawing it.  The administrative cost is the same.  I 
expect to pay a non-resident tag fee if successful but the application fee is most unfair and I don't know how you justify it other than to try to keep 
applications down.    If you go to disability and master hunters would you include non-residents?  I think you should honor other states master hunters, after 
you review their program to be confident it is comparable.  WA would continue to get to define "disability" and not necessarily have to accept another states 
definition.
I SEE THAT MOST OF THE PROPOSED PERMIT IDEAS ARE ALL ABOUT SELLING MORE PERMIT APPLICATIONS. THE COST OF SPECIAL 
PERMIT APPLICATIONS ARE ALLREADY TOO HIGH PRICED AND MOST OF THE ABOVE IDEAS BENIFET THE SELLER AND THE RICH, 
THEREFOR I SUPPORT NONE OF THESE IDEAS.  I DONT LIKE THE IDEA OF DIFFERENT CATIGORIES FOR HUNTERS, NEXT THERE WILL BE 
RACIAL CATIGORIES, FAT CATIGORIES, TALL CATIGORIES, GAY CATIGORIES, NON SMOKER  ETC ETC.
I strongly agree with opening elk to a statewide tag - no more East or West tag
I support "H" but I don't know how it would work?
I support having the draw for all hunts earlier and after the draw letting the hunter then buy his tags based on the out come of the draw.
I support separate permit categories, particularly for disabilities, but care must be taken to balance opportunities for all hunters.
I support statewide elk....
I think ALL elk should be lotto until the desired ratio and numbers are obtained.
I think it is fine the way it is
I think that non-reidents should not be allowed more than 10% of the tags given for any unit.  Also I don't think that they should be guaranteed 10% of the 
tags.  Just that they are only able to draw up to 10% of the tags for any given unit.  An example would be a unit that gives out 50 tags.  5 could possibly be 
drawn by nonresidents but not guaranteed.
I think the non-residents should only get 10% of the tags for each draw unit. Like all the other states do. It will give the residents a better chance off getting 
drawn.
I wish WDFW would issue these permit results earlier.  It's a difficult process I'm sure, but 4 weeks before archery elk season is NOT ENOUGH TIME to 
prepare adequately for a once in a lifetime hunt.  I am now submitting for non-resident Oregon permits and the results were available June 15th.  These 
permits do not change substantially from year to year, and most hunters could have their application submitted two weeks after the new regulations come 
out.  By the way, if a hunter waits until the last day to submit his application and the system breaks down...I say too bad.  Maybe next year he'll get his 
application in on time.
I would like to see non residents tags to be sold to residents on a given day if not sold just like Idaho does.
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I would support a proposal for being able to apply for a certain weapon without having to buy that tag yet.. If I could draw a certain archery tag for elk I 
would go there, but otherwise I will continue to hunt general rifle with my group of current hunting friends.
I would support a rule change to limit your hunt to a drawn permit and not be able to hunt the general season, especially if you draw an antlerless elk or bull 
elk permit. There's nothing I hate more than having someone with a cow tag harvest a spike elk, removing that animal from the general season. If you draw 
a permit, that's your hunt!!
If "H" option is allowed, the Eastern or Western designation on tags would have to be deleted.
If an individual draws a special hunt elk tag, he/she would not be illigible to apply again for three years.  Individuals may submit ghost tag applications 
during the three year waiting period to gain drawing points.
if drawn for a trophey deer or elk permit, there should be a 2-3 year wait period before they can apply again
If establishing separate permit categories for youth, over 65, the disabled, and master hunters, limit these groups to applying for permits within their 
category or general permits, but not both; could not apply for permits within a select category and general permits.
If I understand it correctly I need to purchase a tag prior to submitting an application for a permit.  I prefer to purchase a WM tag, but would like to apply for 
a WF permit hunt where there is a very slim chance of being drawn.  I would like to be able to apply for the WF permit with the WM tag because if I don't 
get drawn, I want to hunt WM.  Is there a way this can be done?
If not drawn, hunter should be allowed a refund for the license not application.
If you are drawn your permit should be good for any season early or late. If you are allocating that animal becasue of numbers then that animal should be 
able to be harvested. If you need to drop the number os tags by a certain percentage then do it but let the hunters hunt.
IF YOU DRAW FOR DEER OR ELK YOU HUNT THAT HUNT NO GENERAL SEASONS
If you had two different permit apps. for anterless and antered then it could be possible for one person or a group to draw both in the same year.  this would 
not be fair to other hunters and it gives them the right to hunt for more then one animal.
if youth, disabled, or senior permits only, should allow them to also have a tag for their "partner/escort/assistant", otherwise, they will not be utilized.
I'm a master hunter.  I like the elk permits as they were, but we don't necessarily need more of them, just expand the micromanaged areas in the Kittitas 
Valley.  The WDFW is creating an issue there because the elk move in and out of the area.  open up all of 328 & 329 for cow hunts for MH.
It is about time these questions are being asked!!!
It is already difficult to read, understand and put into practice the regulations, do not make it harder.  Open up elk statewide like deer.
It is hard enough to get drawn for "quality"  hunts in this state, as it is.  It would be a lot worse and less desireable to purchase these permit applications if 
there were people that had potential of being drawn for two different hunts when everybody else could just get one.
It is way to confusing already.
It should all be controlled by special permit and over the counter tags.
Item A will make it harder for people applying for bull tags if they were seperated. it is already hard to draw a premium bull tag as it is. It took myself ten 
years. I still have not drawn deer in 9 years. now you want to change so it will take 20 years to draw a tag, NO WAY.
Keep it as is......
Keep it simple.  Don't overcomplicate the system.
Keep or make the price of out of state hunters higher. At least you can make some money that way. No special pool for for out of state hunters, fare is fare. 
I'm not rich but I can usually afford a fishing and hunting license.
Keep the east and west elk alone ...............
keep the east side and west side tags the way they are.Or go by zip codes for the permits,That would change things up.
Keep the process for special permit drawing as it is
let us apply for special permits for any weapon or area ,then buy the tag if we get drawn
let us put in for the drawing without specifing the weapon until we are drawn
like most western states non-residents should be limited but 10% or less of any specail permits
Limit the amount of group hunt applicants.
Limmit the nuber of out of state tags given out to 5% or less.  If we have to limit quality hunts they should go to residents.
Look at the way other "quality" states do their drawings; only a small percentage of the special tags for each species are allocated for non-resident leaving 
the majority of the permits for residents.  Theoretically the majority of the elk permits and all of the goat, moose and sheep tags in Wa could go to non-
residents under the current system, and that is totally wrong!
make elk tags statewide not two sided one tag good in the whole state
Make it all special permit and you can only put in for one area. This would control the pressure.
Make the Elk tag for either east or west would be a benifit to all hunters. Non-residents should have no special pool, all of us should have the same odds as 
the other.
More categories for hunters with disabilites for elk,and big horn sheep.
More special permit areas and less general hunting better quality hunting for the people who get drawn maybe draw for everything and restrict the number 
of tags
More youth, especially for elk.
My biggest grip is if I want to put in for a muzzle Elk bull permit and don't get drawn I want to change over and hunt with Archery not general muzzle, or go 
and hunt rifle.  Just because I put in for a draw tag does not mean that is the weapon of choice I would like in the general season....
My general season hunting should have nothing to do with my permit application (option h) . I would also like to see if a hunter draws a permit that is their 
only hunt, no general season hunting for same species.
N/A
no Change
No change.
No permits.
Non residents 10% or less of draws.
Non-resident pool is no more than 5% of permits
odds are poor in some areas to draw a permit now. If you have two drawings they will only get worse.  I personally am satisfied with how the department 
handles the permit issues at this time.  Thank you.
Offer more liberal youth only tags for longer seasons, special youth only seasons, and either-sex
Offering all these special permits to all these different groups....does that decrease the #'s available for regular people?

On all permit hunts, restrict the number of permits issued to non-residents to not more than 5% of total permits issued for each hunt. If a party application 
includes a non-resident applicant and the 5% non-resident quota has already been allocated for that hunt, the entire party is disqualified from the drawing.
On H - hunters should only be allowed to hunt on the side of the state that they reside
On Line E, Hunters with disabilities have to be truly disabled.  Disability permits are to easy to come by at the present time.
Once drawn for a archery bull tag the tag is good for both the early and late season.
Once you have been drawn you have no prefrence over someone that has not been drawn.
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One season for all.  How American!
Open drawings.  Any hunter can put in for any deer / elk  permit and THEN buy the appropriate user tag when the results are out.  Such as put in for a rifle 
trophy mule deer hunt but if I don't draw out, I can then buy an archery deer tag and archery hunt.  Or, put in for a rifle elk permit, a muzzleloader elk permit 
and an archery permit.  When I find out if I drew, then I buy the corresponding weapon user tag that matches the permit.
Open more units for muzzleloaders.  They seem to get so concentrated.  In areas where there are problems with too many elk- have later seasons for 
muzzleladers.  Good for urban areas also- Range is very limited.
Option E - My lack of support is because of the myriad abuses I have seen.  It is too easy to get a "disability" status these days and it is poorly regulated.  
Just look at all the people using disabled parking permits and how many of them appear perfectly healthy - if it is a mental thing, then we don't want them in 
the woods with a gun either.
OUR STATE HAS TOO MANY HUNTERS TO BEGIN WITH ABSOLUTELY DO NOT ALLOW NON-RESIDENTS A POOL TO DRAW FROM THEY 
ALREADY HAVE THE SAME ODDS AS ANY RESIDENT, IF ANYTHING MAKE IT HARDER FOR THEM TO DRAW.
out of state hunters should not be alowed special permits
Please change the multiseason tag to a point system so those that do apply can anticipate a tag a some point.
Please do away with East Side / West Side Elk tags and make them State wide!!!!
Pool of permits for non residents....SMACKS of MONEY to me
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
provide more limited entry early westside bull permits
Purchase/ and master hunters....increase tha gap between the haves and have not's. Add more rules....How about eliminating some rules?    Pleasantville, 
Pleasantville, Pleasantville.
Put a cap on non-resident permits at 10% of total permits.  But not a guaranteed 10%.  Just like Idaho does it.
Question "H", it's about time.  The currrent rule is dumb.
Quit making the seasons and hunts so hard to figure out
Reduce maximun number of hunters in groups from 12 to 4    Reduce choices from 4 to 2
Reduce the number of people in groups for Deer and Elk from 12 to 4. Too many permits issued to people in groups that have been drawn previously and 
having only a few points while most others with maximum points are passed by.

reference to "G" i would support this if it didn't take away from the residents. In other words have a seperate pool of tags for non-residents, becase we need 
the non-resident dollors coming into our state and or have some licenced guide tags for the non-resident so they will be garunteed a tag for non-resident 
hunters excluding Big Horn and Moose permits that they would have to go through the normal channels. For Deer and Elk,Bear,Cougar and Turkey.
Regarding G above I think it should be the other way around. Most of the permits should be reserved for resident hunters, as every other Wester state 
does. Non-residents should be limited to a small percent of the total permits,anywhere from 5 to 25 percent of the total , with 10 percent being the most 
common.  This is the range for all of the other Western states. Every state except Washington gives preference to residents. No wonder why the drawing 
odds for some species are so low for residents here.
remain the same as it is now
Respect Native Treaty Hunting Rights

Resrtict antlerless elk areas so some hunters can hunt spike only without all the hunter presure or start the antlerless season 2-3 days after the bull season.
restrict nonresidents to 10% of permits as other states do giving preference to us residents.
see earlier comments - all hunters should be treated equal as to permit draws irregardless of age, diability, education, etc. - everyone should go into the 
same hopper for the available permits vice dividing between all the "categories" of hunters ... then everyone has an equal chance to be draw for whats 
available ... however, keep the weighted points system .....
SEE ISSUE #6
selecting a weapon. For example, I prefer to archery hunt for deer, however I would like to put in for a special permit for a late Mule deer hunt that is only 
offered for mod.firearms. If drawn I would hunt Mod. firearm. If not drawn I would rather hunt archery and not be stuck hunting the Mod. firearm Gen. 
season
simplify simplify simplify! Make the seasons a bit longer and have the first five days or week for any sex and after that anterless only! If you need to have 
more elk or deer taken then let that be a speical season with so many permits sold on a first come first served basis! Place quotas and antler restrictions, if 
neccessary, but make it easy to understand.
some times the handicaped permits are a joke, We have a person down our street that we have known for years, most of his family as well as himself have 
never worked and he has a handicaped license to hunt. Since I've known him since he was a kid, I know theres nothing wrong with him other then he can't 
seem to push himself away from the table. I have bladder cancer, and a heart problem yet I could never be eligible for a handicaped licence. they are like 
parking permits it depends on who you have for a dr. as to who get's them.
Stop trying to divide and conquer the ranks of hunters with all these categories. We're ALL hunters, and we all deserve drawing opportunities.
strongly support allowing hunters to apply for elk permits statewide, regardless if their tag is for eastern or wetern Washington
SUPPORT OF "H" ALLOWS HUNTERS TO HUNT WHERE THEY WANT IF NOT DRAWN.
Sure wish your website would let me vote---does not work--just like your drawings system
thats hunt both sides of the mountain and all be on the same playing field weather white or black
The 2008 youth tags are pathetic. In 2007 1298 youth applied for 16 Mt. St. Helens elk tags (Herd of 12,000) There are 4 of these tags this year.  For 
comparison the are 12 youth moose tags from a herd of 1000 moose statewide.  Anyone who claims that Washington has youth hunting program is 
ignorant or a liar.  It took me a year to find a Hunters ed class for my kids that was not already filled up.
The antlerless and the Antler drawings should be seperate and you should have to choose between them.
the best is statewide elk permits and more disabled permits
The biggest problem with your permit draw system is that even if you have max points you still may not ever draw the tag you desire.  There should be a 
point at which you will eventually be guaranteed to draw the desired tag.  I think its called a preference point system.
The current permit system is broken and should be eliminated.
The current process is fine.
The Elk tag should be for the whole state.
The entire special permit system should be overhauled from the ground up.  All special permmits should be just that...special.  If you want to spend the 
money to apply you should get the full deal including a tag for that hunt.  Special permits should in no way relate to your "non-special" tags that you are now 
able to purchase.
The master hunter program is ajoke.
The master hunter program should be discontinued.
The multitag drawing is currently the only way to put in for eastside tags.  Mo money for the state also.   What a coincidence.....
the non residents hunter are the people you find hunting in closed unit of private prpty
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The over 65 antlerless hunts are party hunting seasons. People routinely shoot the "dads" deer on these hunts
The problem with the current points system is that it takes so many years before your bonus points actually help you.  Squaring the points is not enough, 
and does not separate those with higher points to a large extent.
The problem with the permit system is that people are applying for permits to hunt on private land for which they have no permission to enter, so require a 
signed permission form from every applicant for hunts on private land.
there is a problem with winter kill on elk,most hunters have a problem not understanding how the money for tags can't feed the elk ,or why a hunt can't help 
solve this problem.
There needs to be a permit application for the Loowit, for either sex elk, if the herds are in danger of starving, we should be able to hunt the animals there, 
not send them to the indians !!!!!!!!!!!!
There seems to be major differences between deer and elk and between western and eastern Washington and one size isn t going to fit all . For instance, 
Washington simply can't satisfy the desires of our own hunter population for elk permits and kill ratio and I would totally support CLOSING elk hunting to 
outsiders if you could. If the only way to do that is by having its own category, so be it. On the other hand, there are so many deer in eastern Washington 
that it should be opened up much more than it is already.  I lack an understanding of both: what comprises a 'disability' and what comprises a 'master 
hunter' in Department nomenclature. However, I believe that 'age of hunter' is totally irrelavent to the sport. You can't sacrifice permits issued to sound of 
body, middle aged hunters while trying to entice the youth and the seniors.
There should be a seperate hunt for anterless white tail deer, which did not take away the special drawing points when chosen.
There should be some quota for non-residents. As out of state hunters going to another state we are held in check, and i feel the WDFW has been way 
behind the times addressing this issue.
these are not worth looking at
this master hunter category that you have come up with needs to go away.
three permits, 3000 hunters put in
WA. needs more "trophy" hunt special permits like for bucks in late November and for bulls in late September, etc.  Idaho's "super tag" is a great model for 
WA. to emulate to pay for increased access, especially in Eastern WA.  WA. needs less special permits for antlerless harvest.  Go back to either-sex hunts 
and transfer the staff who manage the special drawings to the field.
We are all residents of the same State, and should be allowed to hunt anywhere in the State.
We have to many groups that get tags. Time to keep it simple and make us all the same
We need master hunter special permits for Archery hunters as well as Muzzlelaoder and modern hunters.
WESTSIDE DEER PEAK RUT HUNTS ONE BUCK PERMIT PER GAME UNIT.
when will we get land owner preference?
While I support the establishment of special permit applications for youth and disabilities, I do not support their eligibility for other special permits due to 
their own class of specialty permits. They should be required to choose.
Why can't hunters hunt elk state wide like we do deer? Is this a money generating option H. A few years back the dfw should have thought of this (H) for 
deer instead of changing deer to statewide. I guess everything is about the money.
WHY COMPLICATE THINGS. IT SEEMS FAIR FOR EVERYONE JUST THE WAY IT IS
Why do youth have to purchase a special permit??  Promote youth hunting!  Keep the permit system the same, except lets get rid of disabled, over 65, and 
"Master" hunters.  We have WAY too many "Special" folks out there.  Treat everyone the same.  Same rules, same hours, same permits.  What's next - 
pregrant women special hunts?
Why should elk be seperated by region? Crazy
With gas the way it is, a statwide tag system would make the most sense.

yes yes yes on allowing western elk hunters to apply on the eastside and vice versa.  While were at it let the archery hunters either do this or let us hunt the 
whole state.  It's not like were harvesting more than one animal.  I hunt the early westside but the late hunt is so limited on the westside, I would like to be 
able to hop over to the eastside around thanksgiving for the late hunt.  We used to be able to hunt both sides and then was able to hunt either side in the 
late hunt but that two has been taken away from us.  Give the archers a break.  Bring back the whole state for us.  Using archery gear is much tougher.  We 
should have more time and areas.  Don't let the greedy whiny muzzleloaders and modern guys dictate to you.  Go by harvest stats not whiny hunters.

YOU ALREADY OFFER SPECIFIC PERMITS FOR SENIORS, YOUTH AND DISABLED ALONG WITH MASTER HUNTERS.  THESE ARE WIDELY 
ABUSED PERMITS ANYWAY--FOR EXAMPLE WE HAVE RUN INTO A DISABLED HUNTER WITH A KEY TO A GATE ALLOWING FOR 
RESTRICTIONS.  THIS SITUATION HAD A PICKUP FULL OF ABLE BODIED HUNTERS TAKING THEM INTO THE LOAF/SNEIDER PASTURE AREA.  
I HEAR OF ADULTS SHOOTING THEIR KIDS YOUTH TAG DEER FOR THEM, ETC......NOT ENOUGH REGULATIONS ALREADY.  DON'T EXPAND IT 
ALLOWING IT TO GET OUT OF CONTROL.  BY ALL MEANS OFFER OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL OF THEM.  LETS JUST NOT GET CARRIED AWAY.
you pick what you want to hunt for and what area keep it the same if you are lucky you will be drawn
You should know what I think of the Master Hunter program......get rid of it.
you shouln't have to "buy" your right to hunt
youth need more "any buck" oppertunities
Youth opportunity should be first priority.
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Issue 15:
The Department has received many suggestions for changes to the current permit drawing system.
If there were separate drawings for each of the categories below, how many hunt choices should a hunter be allowed to enter when submitting a 
special permit application?
"0" for all.
A lot of hunters drawn for quality hunts will shoot first legal deer not for trophy but for meat only.
A person does not have to apply for more than one hunt if they do not want too.
Ah yes! cat's out of the bag!  NO CHANGE
all
All he wanted---its suppose to be drawn by computer so what does this matter?  Unless you guys do otherwise????  Which is what every hunter thinks 
anyway--I am speaking truthful---------
all hunts. start with the best units and graduate down to antlerless.
All of the above, for a $25.00 fee each.
all of them
All.  ????  It's a drawing.  Some dog will get lucky.  Some won't.

Antlerless deer: allow one application in West. WA plus two in East. WA. Antlerless elk: allow one in each side of state. Antlered deer: you're assuming ALL 
deer are under special permit then? I don't agree. I support what you now do with modifications. Antlered elk: Here I do support ALL elk by special permit.
Anything that gets hunters to apply for special hunts will put more hunters into the field, and that's a good thing.
As long as a hunter could not be drawn for more than one area.
AS LONG AS I UNDERSTAND THE DRAWING PROCESS CORRECTLY.
As long as the seasons did not over lap and make the selection in the order of preferance
As the question is worded, I assume "Hunt Choise" is the current 1st through 4th.
asmany as possible
Assuming that the hunter can get only one permit, they should be able to put in for as many as they want.
B + F STATEWIDE 65+, and youth
By allowing the most opportunity to hunt WDFW can better manage smaller areas.  For example,  Allowed to pick 4 and rank my preference with 1 being 
the most desired, with no guaranteed choice.
can only be drawn for one in a season
Depends on number of permits being issued.  One (1) for low numbers, multiple for higher numbers ok.  However, one for all may even the field for those 
who cannot afford multiple tickets.
Do anything you can to increase 'opportunities' statewaide.  Our seasons and rules are already very restrictive, which discourages both existing hunters and 
new hunters.  All that is happening is to make the overall hunting population smaller and smaller.
Do not agree separate drawings
dont care
Don't do this.
don't separate drawings, leave as is.
don't take away our choices please, this is the poor man lottery
Each hunter could put in 4 choices for elk or deer period. However all four could be for Antlerless Deer or all four for could be split up between different deer 
or elk as it is now?????
Each time a hunter purchases a drawing tag I look at it like more money for Wildlife Conservation and improved hunting for Me, my Wife and Sons.
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the bucks fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of 
and developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Equal opportunity for every hunter - one hunter one chance.
everything is on a point system, maybe the drawing number goes up depends how many points you have so if i have 5 points i get five chances.
Frankly, "antlered" and "quality" should be in the same pool with 2 or 3 choices.  Antlerless permits should be in a separate pool.
Get rid of the east, and west tags for elk.
give people the most hunt options for the less sought after hunts and the fewest for the most sought after hunts.
Hunters should only put in for permits if that is what he or she realy wants to hunt for regardless if the want meat or a quality aniamal
i actualy like the current permit+ points system.
I am a "meat hunter" and generally only apply for "Quality" tags as a last resort. Maybe allow more choices for meat hunters.
I am not familiar with the term Quality hunt
I am tired of having people draw my only choice with their 3rd or 4th choice. Make people choose and stick with it.
I do not support seperate drawings.
I do not support this option.  Maybe I'm missing something.  Also, check out Oregon's 2nd choice permit holders.  They are able to keep their points.
I DO NOT SUPPORT THIS.
I do not understand the "Quality", what is the difference?
i dont like this idea at all
I don't like to "Quality Deer or the Quality Elk" categories.  That should not be an option.
I DON'T SUPPORT THIS IDEA
I don't suppot separate. It's just a way to charge more money to hunters. Start taxing the bunny huggers if you want more revenue!
I don't think there should be separate drawings for each of these species (See my previous comment). I feel that any hunts that are not undersubscribed 
should be most limited for the application. Only the undersubscribed and/or less sought-after hunts should be allowed as alternate choices which do not 
cost Bonus points. This will only work if the hunts are not separated as indicated in this question.
I don't think there should be separate drawings.
I don't understand the significance of the number of choices?  I only apply for one per year for elk for example in an area that I am familiar with, have had 
success in and want to hunt-I understand that the more choices means more chances to be drawn I guess.
I hate the drawing system.
I hesitate to make a selection without wildlife management data available.  My inclination would be to allow 1, or maybe 2 each.  I assume that the overall 
odds of drawing a permit would be the same regardless of how choices could be selected.
I mean, after all, isn't that WDFW's management strategy:  Manage for max profit, not population stability.
I think it would be good if we selected the pionts selection.  make this a draw to double you current points or give you some sort of bonus this would 
encourage us to buy even if we did not want to be selected for a species instead of just getting 1 point.
I think one should be able to apply for any hunt available.  A seperate fee for each hunt would be fine.
I would give up hunting!

Page 190



Issue 15B-Permits
I would hate to see this turn into a free-for-all where some people (who can afford it) could turn in a lot of applications to assure better odds of getting 
drawn.  I would rather that you fix the point system since that is essentially the same thing - more years, more applications in the hat.  I prefer Oregon's 
system that weighs the number of points so that persistent people have some expectation of eventually getting a permit for an area they really want to hunt 
rather than someone who is just lucky all the time.
If cost is not an option then any should apply
If drawn for anterless deer or elk you should not be allowed to harvest a buck or bull.
if drawn on any drawing should not be able to reapply for quality hunt for 2 years
If hunt choices are few, the odds of being drawn will be few.
If the number of permits does not increase, then it does not matter how many applications one hunter submits.  The impact on the herd is the same.
if you are going to make this mistake, then make the number the same as it is today for special permits.
I'l like to say zero, but I know that's not going to happen.
Is 4 the highest or lowest ? I support the highest.
It depends on how you define quality.  The margaret unit is a quantity hunt, but not a quality hunt.  Yes, there are some nice bulls in the unit, but if you look 
at harvest stats most that get harvested are 4 and 5 point bulls, not mature trophy bulls.
It is called raising money.
It needs to stay the way it is, manage. Stop the push for the "Special Permit" extra funds. Your license sales are down due to mismanagement. So now you 
look to make up for the lost revenue with a complex "Special Permit" push..  Complete bullshit.
It would be nice if your sub contractors could get one drawing correct for special permits.
Its all about the money
It's fine the way it is.
keep as is
Know the area that you hunt .
leave alone..............
Leave as it is
leave it as it is
Leave it the way it is.
Make all controlled hunt permits "dedicated" to that hunt only.  This will make hunters only apply for hunts that they really want.  Idaho has been doing this 
fo years.
Make it a top choice only.
Manage the animials not the people, use common sense, I know that is a foreign word to the department but until you change you will always be in this 
losing cycle.
Money again! Leave it as bad as it is.
More fleecing of the hunters.
More hunt choices doesn't guarantee being drawn???
N/A
no limit
No opinion!
No seperate drawing
NONE
none
None.
None.
On some species I only put in for 1 hunt.  If I don't draw, I'll hunt general season and wait for a specific area.
one for each species
One per year, since we work on a points system.
one permit application per category
Oregon permits 5 choices; however, rarely do they go past 2-3.  There can be some unpredictable variables that could affect application numbers and thus 
a chance to get something other than 1st choice.  The high price of gas may have impacted Oregon's applications this year for example.
potentially allow 2 antlered choices with a third choice antlerless only.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Providing that this is for a Single animal.  If this is for a 2nd animal I think 3 is also a good number.

put a modest fee on the application and let a person apply for as many as they are willing to pay for.  Money is a great way to balance needs and wants.
remain the same as it is now
Same as above.
see above comment
See above comment.
sell doe permits and late buck drawings
Several occasions I have been selected for hunts down on my list, It appears that they fill up rapidly.
Six or more
Take your "Quality" and stick up your ass.
The only people more choices affects is the WDFW not sure why you asked this question?
there are more than enough 1st choice applicants to allocate all the available tags to 1st choice applicants;   that is where they want to hunt; so why piddle 
with giving someone their 3rd or 4th choice and taking that opportunity from someone who has listed that as their 1st choice.
There should not be a permit for "quality" big game species, because there should NOT be a distinction made for these animals within the hunting 
regulations.  If an animal meets the minimum requirements for antlers it should be "fair game".  One should not be forced to make the distinction between 
an animal that has "more than three points, but less than six".  That is absurd.
there shouldn't be drawings for each of these categories. this is nothing but a money maker for wdfw.
they are putting $$$ in your coffer let em enter as many as they think they can hunt.
This is a bad ideal and should not be done.
this is a poorly written question.
This question and the numbers are confusing.  do you mean 1 being highest value or 4 being how many permits to put in?
This would be fine as in most categories there would be left over tags...
This would reduce the amount of competition for quality hunts and reward thosew/ the most points
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This would separate the hunters who don't care about tropy animals and those who will be happy w/ a cow tag
Three's good enough!!
Too many permits are issued to forth choice applicants are drawn while those with maximum points are not drawn for the same hunt as their first choice.
we should allow one buck/ bull and one cow/doe per year per hunter.... just charge for the extra tag. great income and lower numbers of females.
What difference does it make to game management how many submissions a hunter can make?  You still control the number of permits, and with it the 
number of animals harvested.
What is the definition of quality, that would impact the choice here.
what is wrong with what you are doing
What the heck is 'Quality' deer or elk ? whats fare ?
Whatever suceesful drawer gets he or she must try to harvest that draw or don't submit.
Why complicate? the system in place now works good!
Why should there be a limit at all?
Why would you need one you only have one now more would not help
Would thi mean that a second tag could be drawn?
Your making this to Easy for these guys, they need to scout,research,study the pamphlet,put a little time & effort into this sport.
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Issue 15:
The Department has received many suggestions for changes to the current permit drawing system.
How many hunt choices should a hunter be allowed to enter when submitting a special permit application for the species listed below?
"0" for all.
*see above*
4 highest ?

Again each time a hunters purchases a raffle that money is contributing to improved wildlife growth, and habitat.  All the better for Hunters and Fisherman.
all of them
are you kidding me....how often does someone draw on a 4th choice tag?????  rare I am sure and this is probably a wasted question...
As many as it takes to draw a tag   duhhhhhhhhhhhh!!!
As many as you want.    Hunters who have harvested a Bull Moose should be allowed to apply for a Cow Moose permit.
asmany as possible
Depends on number of permits being issued.  One (1) for low numbers, multiple for higher numbers ok.  However, one for all may even the field for those 
who cannot afford multiple tickets.
Do anything you can to increase 'opportunities' statewaide.  Our seasons and rules are already very restrictive, which discourages both existing hunters and 
new hunters.  All that is happening is to make the overall hunting population smaller and smaller.
Does it really matter? the draws for these are so small does this really increase you chances?
don't take away our choices please
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the males fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of 
and developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Equal opportunity for every hunter - one hunter one chance.
hard enough to draw as is at least let us have more chances
Have hunters in these categories ever been rejected on a 3rd or 4th choice?

I am not sure why anymore than one choice is neccesary since I doubt that many second choices are drawn. But I don't have any statistics to say for sure.
I believe there needs to be special permit drawings for "Archery only" and/or "Muzzle loader only" areas.  There used to be archery only permits and that 
does two things.... it gives archery hunters a chance to draw and also makes the area open to that type of hunting only.
I DO NOT SUPPORT THIS.
I hate the drawing system
I have been trying for eight years i need all the help i can get
I think this should be finally addressed;  this comment comes up year after year.
if drawn for any of the above should not be able to reapply for life on selected permit and 3 year wait to apply for other permits.  this would allow more 
opportunities to be drawn for each hunter not previously selected
If every one puts in one choice everyone will have a equal chance to draw a tag.
if they put in for one of these hunts they can still put  in for special dear or elk
It ain't broke is it ?
It would be nice if your sub contractors could get one drawing correct for special permits.
keep as is
Keep this program as is, it works.  The only suggestion I could offer is to publish how many "points" a guy had who actually drew one of these permits.  
Right now it is a mystery to us all, including the WDFW staff whom I posed this very question to last month.  It would be nice to not get your hopes up for 
say, a goat hunt if it takes 20 years worth of points to actually draw.
Leave as it is
Leave it alone.
Lets "RELOCATE" get the goats out of Olympic National Park. Or cheaper a special hunt ( Big Issue).
look at last responce
Make it a top choice only.
make only a small percentage of the available tags non-resident eligible like every other western state.  Theoretically all of the special permits for these 
species could go to non-residents, thats not right.
More choices doesn't guarantee being drawn???
N/A
N/A
No change
NO CHANGE
no limit
No opinion
No opinion!
No opinion. I have drawn both moose and sheep and don't intend to apply for goat.
None These populations are very low and there should be no hunts for them till they have fully recovered
None.
None.
Odds are  horrible as is. How come the goats above Snow Creek near Leavenworth are not hunted?
one in a life time
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Publish success ratio's for these hard to get hunts, and scores from previous harvests.
remain the same as it is now
Residents should be allocated 99% of goat, moose and sheep tags.  Non-residents should have to pay a large application fee to apply ($500 per permit 
application).  Look at Oregon as an example of giving state residents preference.
Same as above
same as deer and elk
See above
See above answer.
See comment above.
See comments above.
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since we aren't allowed a general season and these are "once in a lifetime" as many as possible
Six or more
The chance of drawing one these is so poor at this point why reduce the chance by reducing the choices.  This would only promote people with less points 
having greater chances of getting the permit over people with multiple points.  Also these points should be squared just like the deer and elk so the person 
witht the most points have the greatest chance of drawing.
The number of hunt choices matters very little; it's how many preference points you have built up.
The only people more choices affects is the WDFW not sure why you asked this question? Why wouldn't someone want more choices.
There are lots of goats and sheep around where I live I have never hunted them they are cost prohibited to local hunters because of price This is a rich 
persons game
There shouldn't be a limit. What good does it do anyway? You can only draw one.
These hunts are so hard to draw allready that you need all the oportunity you can get.
These specialized hunts require lots of advance preparation, scouting, etc.  Having one choice will likely have an applicant apply for the unit he/she is most 
knowledgeable.  Also, with the limited tags it is unlikely there would even be a second choice opportunity.
This is appalling, it should be ILLEGAL to hunt any of the above listed animals.
We need to look into creating more habitat for mountain goats.  Cutting and burning trees that are encroaching mountain goat habitat would be a good way 
to start.  There are also areas that are starting to get more healthy populations of goats.  A couple more permits in these areas would be good.
what are the hunt choices?
Why are there so few goat permits? I was elk hunting in a non goat hunting area and saw 11 goats in this elk area. The other question is why is all of the 
Stevens Past area not open to goat hunting?
why does it matter how many?  WDFW makes more money, and they can only draw one of them anyway.
Why should a hunter be allowed to make more than one special permit application?
You should have one choice only! If you do not do your homework you will not get one of these animals so you should only be allowed one choice!
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Issue 15:
The Department has received many suggestions for changes to the current permit drawing system.
The odds of drawing a special permit for moose, mountain goat, or bighorn sheep are very low. There are approximately 100-1000 applications 
submitted per available permit.    Rank the following options for increasing the odds of being selected, with "1" being your most preferred and 
"7" being your least preferred.
$25 to $50  Its ALL about the money isnt it? Keep it up and you'll get NONE of my money after 2008. Wyoming ,Montana, and Idaho are sounding better 
the more I read,and I guarantee you I'M NOT ALONE
1 for A and F  7 for all others
1. Raise the price of the tag for moose,goat,sheep to $200-$500 up front with it refundable to residents if you don't draw. Which will weed out some of the 
guys who really don't care.   2. Make a minimum point total to draw i.e. someone with 1 or 2 points can't draw before someone with 8 points. Someone with 
10 or more points should have an added bonus.
A blend of options would be best... option A, D increased app fee 15$, as well, E.
a hunter can only apply every other year, it would break the odds down.
A. done now?
After a person is successful in drawing a moose, goat or sheep permit, establish a 2 to 5 year waiting period before that person can apply again for the 
successful tag.
Again with raising the price....come on.
Again with the micro management.  Why all the effort to take away what we have today with choices b-5?
Again, even when putting in for all of the above the chance of drawing is so slim, why reduce options to put in for all species.  Best method is to increse 
odds mathematically
AGAIN, THESE ANIMALS SHOULD BE ILLEGAL TO HUNT!
AGE GROUPS
AGE, AND POINTS BOTH SHOULD BE A FACTOR IN INCREASING CHANCES OF BEING DRAWN IN A SPECIAL HUNT APPLICATION.  (IT STILL IS 
UNKNOWN IF THEY HAVE SPECIAL HUNT APPLICATIONS IN "THE HAPPY HUNTING GROUNDS!")  I STILL REMEMBER HOW HAPPY MY UNCLE 
BILL WAS WHEN HE GOT A   7 X 7 BULL ELK AT AGE 86 (THE LAST YEAR THAT HE HUNTED)
All other ideas on this list are poor.  Please keep in mind that if you increase fees for special permits you eliminate resident hunters without money.  Charge 
the non resident hunters huge fees.
Allocate 25% of the tags to the applicants with the maximum number of points and then have the rest allocated through general draw with each point being 
an extra chance to get drawn.
Allocate only about 5-10% of tags for goat, sheep & moose to non-residents. and also use bonus/preference points insead of just bonus points, similar to 
Wyoming.
allow anyone to hunt these if you buy a license
allow for 65 and older hunts
allow for resident permit draw only.
Allow hunters to oly apply for three species, examples, Deer-Elk-Moose, Elk-Mountain Goat-Moose
allow hunters to purchase more preference points to increase their odds year to year
allow more opportunities for you hunters
Allow people to put in for deer and elk and then allow them to put in for moose, mountain goat or sheep but they can only draw one tag.  For example you 
have to list your tag choices similar to listing your preferred hunt choice.  You would have to list your tag preference for moose, goat or sheep.
Anti hunters would win.
As I mentioned above, restrict the non-resident quota to 10 percent of the total.    Regarding A above, don't we already have a bonus point system? Doesn't 
that mean that people with the most bonus points have increased odds? ( By the way , noone seems to be able to explain to me how the bonus points are 
calculated. It seems to be the best kept secret in the F&G Dept.)
As I understand, the number of points a person has is squared to give the number of chances. This is already mathematically increasing the odds for 
people with a greater number of points. I think this is a good system. The number could possibly be increased a bit more (points raised to the 2.5 power, 
rounded down to the next whole number, for example), but shouldn't be less than it currently is.    DO NOT RAISE THE APPLICATION FEE!!!!
B and C should be tossed out. odds of being drawn, from what i hear, are very low. I will start applying for moose, sheep and goat next year.
B and C would be unfair to those of us that have many points for all 3 species and would lose our points for 2 of those species.
be very careful. I have been putting in for some of these species for a decade. With the money and time i have spent investing in this it would be a bad idea 
to tell me that after all that time and money i can only put in for some of those species now instead of all of them. for new applicants it would be ok to limit 
them.
because there are so many that people over five points or more should be in the drawing, when this started they said you would have a good chance at 
getting pick no longer then your third year, well that didn't work out to well,you have people with over five points and not getting picked and a someone 
putting in there first year and getting picked not right.
Before I get too old I would really like to hunt Moose but the odds are not very good.
By increasing the application fee you penalize the poor.
Change the point system so that the person with the highest number of points gets the tag.
change the rules on joint hunt drawings so a party of 4 is the smallest number allowed even in uints that offer only 2 tags let all 4 if draw get a tag
Charge 500 bucks to put in for the tags. Heck maybe 700...
Charge more for more for permit applications, and increase the number.  I would happily pay more if it meant better chances of being drawn.  Its almost 
futile to put in now as I most likely wont livein this state in 10 years when I finally build up the required points.
Close one of each moose, mountain goat, and big horn sheep seasons every third year in a rotation. For example moose could be closed for 2009, 
mountain goat for 2010, and bighorn sheep for 2011, than back to moose in 2012 and so on.  This would allow for a controlled gain in population increase 
thus allowing a permit increase for the species which was closed the previous season. Also reduce the number of hunt choices allowed.
Combination of A and B.
Combine A & E
Combine the ideas in A.and E. above.
Convert to a "Preference Point" system where the applicants with the most points are gauranteed to draw (lottery only between the hunters with the most 
points when there are more applicants with the most points than there are tags).
Copy Arizona,  allow people to buy points for a fee, say $25-50 each.
Create a permit application where the hunter can choose just one animal or select all three on the same application, while only being elligible for drawing 
for one (hunter must indicate preference).  The number of accumulated points is divided between the three species (50% 1st choice, 35% 2nd choice, 15% 
3rd choice).  If a hunter chooses only 2 species, add the 15% to first choice and, if the hunter chooses only 1 species, 100% of the points go to that choice.  
Once drawn, the hunter may not apply to hunt any of the three species for a specific number of years to determined by the department based on herd 
counts and application numbers. (As herds increase in size, the number of years would diminish)
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Currently doing a great job.  Only request would be to do like some other states and let the people  with the highest points draw first.  Frustrating to put in 
for buck permits waiting ten years just to   find out your neighbor drew one his first try.
decrease size and increase number of units available
Do away with the point system
Do like other states were they reward people for being loyal and applying every year. Give 75% of the tags to the people with the most points and 25% to 
the rest of the pool. This will allow you to draw befor you die unlike it is now. The person with 0 points can draw and the person with 12 will not draw.
Do not allow a hunter once they have been picked to apply for three years, if you increase the odds for people with the greater number of points.
Do not limit the moose, mountain goat, or bighorn hunts to once in a lifetime. Recommend that if a person is drawn then they have to wait 3 years before 
putting in their names again.
do not raise the fee....it would put the normal guy and his kids out of the hunting business
Don't allow everyone to apply to areas where ther isn't  much public land.
Don't allow non residents to enter these drawings or do not allow non residents to accumulate points.
Don't allow out of state hunters to apply for these permits
don't even want to answer the others
Drawing for all who have applied, one chance per lifetime.
Each year should be a new draw no one has any advantage through points or other means.  The point system that the department has created is self 
serving, it is soley developed to increase revenue, sportsmen are enticed to keep purchasing these permits to build up their points, why.  Each year should 
be a fresh start for everyone who applies no points no special considerations, everyone should have an equal chance.
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the males fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of 
and developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Eliminate the favoritetism for the "master-Hunters" which steals chances fro others
Equal opportunity for every hunter - one hunter one chance.
every few years up the permits for 1 year
'F' it all again #7
Fix the system, stop allowing repeat winners over and over again.
folks with disabilities should be included in special drawings but only in their own draw with other disable hunters
For deer/elk people should be allowed to put in a permit for anywhere in Washington. 1 unit only and the person/people w/ the most points should receive 
the tags. See Oregon/Colorado, etc. This is fair. The mathemtical increase for people w/ the greater # of points should be done for the Moose, Goat, 
Sheep.
Get your biologist out of the office to see how many animals are really out there.  The information on mountain goats grossly inaccurate.  Reduce the 
amount of tags available for non-residents.
Give 25% or 50% to most points and other 75-50% as is. Then people will see something for spending the money for years but everyone still has a chance 
of drawing. I'd rather have terrible odds and have a chance than have to spend a bunch of money and will never get a good permit because I wasn't in the 
point pool right out of the gate. Like Arizona.
give out more special permits
Give preference points to HSE Instructors
Go back to some archery only special hunts.  This allows for more tags and fewer applicants.
GO BACK TO THE LUCK OF THE DRAW NO POINTS
Go to a true preference point system like Oregon with 75% of tags allocated to the highest preference point applicants.
Have a few tags available for a lottery in prime areas with a non refundable fee of about $50.00.
Have minimum amount of points set for certain trophy areas
have people front the tag fee.  They recieve a refund if they don't draw
Have to submit the tag fee up front, to be re-funded if not successfull.  Just like it used to be.  This will eliminate the guy that puts in a $5 application for 
everyone in his family

Here we are again trying to manage people. Just keep it like it is...... If hunters don't like the odds they don't have to apply. There are only so many moose, 
goats, sheep in this state and everyone doesn't get the chance to harvest one. I still apply and I still have not been drawn, be patient and wait your turn.....
How about creating an account with long standing applicants? I would pay a $100 fee for Sheep, Goat, & Moose and allow the agency to hold on to it from 
year to year. This could be set up with a bi-yearly return of monies. One right after the drawing and another 6 months later.
How many times does a person with no points hit a big tag.  Shouldn't happen at all till some points are built up.
I believe we do need some amount of tags set aside for the people with max points but have also need a certain percent that is open for all. 10 tags avail. 5 
only to max point holders the other 5 open to all.
I can go along with an app fee increase as long as the current (non-resident fee = 10 X resident fee) is addressed; I'm not going to be able to support $250 
to $500 per app for non-residents.
I did receive a mountain goat permit - and no goats in the GMU area I hunted.  That year, no one took or saw a goat in that GMU.  It is now closed.  The 
application fee may work, if it is returned to you as other states do.
I do not understand what the effect of option E would be.
I don't like any of the choices
I don't think a person should be able to put in for deer and elk. They should have to choose one or the other and be able to choose one out of the moose, 
mountain goat, and bighorn sheep. A person should be allowed to put in for points for all the species though. In additon the mountain goat tags need to be 
increased. There are so many goats in the alpine lakes that people have to pee on rocks and the goats follow people around.
i drew a goat permit a few years back.people just need to apply and build points.i have 10 elk points this year and i have  zero complaints about not 
drawing yet.i will keep applying  and i will get the "Quality" elk tag also i will eventually get a moose and a sheep in this state.not everything happens 
overnight
I find it hard to beleive this has anything to do with sience.... I think it has more to do with creating a revenue stream..... Screw with the permit system 
anymore than yo ualready hacve will piss off a lot of hunters.
I got one any deer permit, and that took eight years to get it.  While some people got a permit the first time they applied.  That's not too fare.  You know 
once you get on a fixed income it's not so easy to afford all the fees we already pay.  It seems like the Dept. is just trying to turn our fish and wildllife into a 
revenue system.  I don't see any real improvements or more fish and wildlife availilbe for harvest.  Please not increase any fees.
I hate the point system.
I have no problem with raising the application fee but as a non-resident really am not quite interested in the current (non-resident cost = 10 x resident fee) 
still being applicable; that would be putting me at $250 to $500 per application
I like the idea of fewer hunt choices allowed and a larger application fee.
I really do not support options b, c, d, It does not allow me to put a 7 for all of them (B,C D) I would if I could
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I really like increasing those with more points to mathematically increase their odds, the other choices don't look very appealing.  Again increasing fees 
limits those who are financially strapped, we don't need to make this a opportunity of who can afford it!!!! With rising food, fuel, health coverage, give me a 
break!!!!!!!
I support going back to paper applications and eliminating the online option.  It has become too easy for everyone.  Do not require the license fee upfront 
and there is no need for costly refunds.  Make applicants fill out the forms correctly and on time.  Enforce the deadline.  These options would target the 
irresponsible nondedicated.  Increasing the fees only helps the wealthy.  If we have to discriminate against someone (group)?...  make it based on their 
dedication level, not their financial status.
I suspect most applicants points are maxed anyway so reduce the point system for moose, goat, and sheep. It is a long-shot lottery so I like to throw my 
name in the hat. Maybe have a few high dollar raffles to increase the odds for some.
I think each year you apply you should get an additional drawing next year (i.e. if you've applied for 3  years without result, then on your 4th year your name 
should be drawn 4 times, 5th year 5 times, and so on).
I think that with the above choices it is clear that you are raising the application fee from $5 to $25 or $50....hunting is expensive enough and costly to go 
out of state...leave the resident draw fees alone so that we can still have the dream of a quality hunt in our own state
I think the system should be weighted more toward those with more points.  The person that has put in for 13 years should have even MORE chances as 
the first year hunter.  Utah does a nice job since 50% goes to the most points applicants and 50% goes to random.  It would be nice to have max point 
hunters get preference on some of the tags but still reward the hunter that has put in for several years over a first year applicant.
I thought "A" all along was how this worked !!! Not everyone can hunt these special animals @ the same time.
I thought that A was already in effect
I would not raise fees unless the money is directed into WDFW and spent within the agency.
i would say charge $100.00 or more for the applications for Mt. Goat, Big Horn, and Moose it is a once in a life time tag,but if you get drawn the $100.00 
would be applied to the cost of the tag

I wouldn't lump deer with elk any longer in the state. Deer are plentiful in many, many areas,...elk are not. I would make deer available to all hunters (with 
modifications) but they would have to chose a second species from the four (moose, elk, goat and sheep).    In ALL CASES I would stop the use of 
Department hunters and/or all contracted game killers: even for suburban problem areas and even for problem bear and cougar. Use our own sportsmen to 
do the 'fine tuned' control, both that you can plan for in pre-season and that which must be done on the spur of a moment to deal with particular issues.
If an increase in application fee is used then the state would have to return my money if I was unsuccessful- I pay enough without just giving the state a 
couple of hundred extra dollars every year just hoping I get drawn.
If hunter takes one of these species, don't allow them to apply for another permit hunt for that species. Make it a "Once in a lifetime" hunt.
IF YOU HAVE POINTS IT SHOULD COUNT TOWARD THE DRAW MY GRANDFATHER HAS PUT IN FOR IT AS LONG AS I MY FATHER CAN 
REMEMBER TO GET A MOOSE TAG. HE IS 94 AND WILL PROBALBLY NEVER GET ONE AT THIS POINT. MY FATHER SAID HE DID NOT WANT 
TO PUT IN LOOK AT GRANDPA WAS HIS REASON.
If you think about the younger gereration they don't have a chance to draw a special permit because there are going to be thousands of people with 20+ 
points and those kids and young adults don't have a chance. Take the point system away on Moose, Goat, Sheep. Allow for luck of the draw ever year.
In Wyoming they allow you to purchase a point during a certain period for the next year to increase your odds.
INCREAS THE NUMBER MOOSE TAG'S
Increase goat permits.... As far as I know Juniper ridge/ McCoy Crk. have no permits and yet there are tons of goats. Perhaps your noon flights on 90 
degree summer days aren't very good times to make goat counts..... Applications fee??? are you fricking serious? I don't know how the average person 
can afford to hunt in this state as a resident with the way prices are. Aren't you already mathematically increasing odds for people with more points? I don't 
pay all the money I do to not have the opportunity to put in for deer and elk special permits and not have the opportunity to put in for all of the once in a 
lifetime permits as well. How about all but excluding the non resident applications for once in a lifetime permits. Perhaps alternating one nonresident tag for 
each once in a lifetime species. Don't take away my opportunity as a resident though.
Increase of the application fee will increase draw odds.
Increase the amount of permits for goats. I know for a fact the number of permits is to low. I hunt the goat rocks area and have seen up to 80 goats in "one" 
canyon. My son drew a permit for the goat rocks and while stocking his goat 9-1/2" billy we encountered 27 different billies. If you would like us to show you 
we would gladly do that.
Increase the bonus points for turning in poachers. Twice I have helped out WDFW officers bust poachers the results from the first was nothing(not even a 
thanks) the second I at least recieved 3 calls from the officer guiding him in by phone calls to the stock pile of geese & a thank you. If you want to get 
people serious about turning in poachers why dont you get serious in helping with points. I dont want money for my time I can make money. I cant get 
enough points so that Im not trying to hunt sheep/goat/moose when Im 80 years old.
Increase the number of  available permits
increase the number of permits.....the number of animals seems to be increasing...
Instead of trying to limit hunting opportunities the state should be interested in increasing the chances of someone bagging one of these creatures. where is 
the option to donate money to fund for more habitat restoration, buying more public land or some stimulus for these small herds.
Institute a preference point system.
It is a lottery no matter what so just accept it as is. If you can afford one of these put in for the auction.
It used to be that you had to send in your money (full amount, plus $5.00).  This had LESS people entering.  Also, it was required to fill out a paper form.  
You have created this monster with using the internet, internet license and permit/applications.  Come on.

It's a lottery...you have a very small chance of winning/drawing!!!  Why restrict what you can apply for?  And since it is so hard to get drawn, why would we 
charge more $$ for it?  To make it available only to the wealthy???  If you want to increase the odds, why not make a small portion of the tags available to 
those with the most preference points.  The squaring of the preference points doesn't really substantially increase your chance of being drawn.
its luck of the draw live with it or dont do it that simple
Just do something so those who are serious and really want to hunt these species can, there will always be more demand then supply, but by charging 
more of an application fee you will weed out those are aren't as serious about it plus raise more revenue for the state.
Keep applications open but they would be a once in a lifetime tag if their name is drawn.
Keep it simple. Limit the number of hunters in the field. Mathmatically increase odds for people with a greater number of points for all species
leave it alone, hte system works.  Concentrate on setting a getting the draw done earlier
Leave it alone. These are a once in a lifetime drawing people will eventually draw as they get points. I have been puting in for years and have not got drawn 
yet, someday it will be my turn. Tell all of these inpatient people to keep puting in and wait their turn!!! AGAIN JUST LEAVE IT ALONE!!!!
Let them apply for as many as they can afford.  Limit the time between wining seasons.  Get a permit this year for mountain goat you would not be eligable 
for the next two, but just for the species you drew.
limit non-residents to 10% or less
Limit Non-Residents to a max of 10% of the total tags per hunt code, and that there has to be at least 2 tags availble for a NR to draw.
Limit NR applications.
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Limit the number of species you can be drawn for (within moose, mt. goat and bighorn sheep). You would need to select your species preference (rank 1-
3); you can only hunt the first species you are drawn for out of the three. For those species for which you submitted and application, but were not drawn, 
you would receive a preference point.  The other suggestion would be that if Option B was implemented, still allow the submission for preference points for 
the other two species.
Look at state of residence, if they offer preference points for residents or exclude non-residents treat their hunters similarly. Increase the cost to even apply 
for any non-resident to $25 non refundable. Consider huge increase in the cost for a nonresident tag for these animlas. if they are drawn.
make a small pool for non-res and get them out of our drawings. It currently dosnt matter if u live in this state. What sense does that make?
Make it $100 to apply
Make it a larger non-refundable fee and make the proceeds go into a specific fund to improve/increase  habitat for the related species. Not in the general 
fund to be dumped into programs that don't directly support that species.
Make people front the cost of the tag when submitting the application. Those that do not draw get their money back. Those that do have already paid for 
the tag.
Make res and nonres front the tag fees would help the odds along with reducing the hunt choices to one
make the hunter front the tag fee for moose goat and sheep like  idaho. i think that this will increase draw odds, also maybe impliment a $25 non 
refundable point
Manage the predators (cougars/coyotes) more aggresively so we can allocate more tags every year.
Management is not ownership! YOUR FINAL SAY IS IN JEOPARDY
Mathematically increase odds for people with greater number of points while reducing choices to one hunt only. Consider maybe 25% of permits (if 4 or 
more are offered) for general draw, the rest by bonus point system
Maybe increase application fee for moose, goat, or sheep only.  Seems to much to pay for a doe, or antlerless elk tag.
Model those draws after other States (Oregon) that reserve a portion of the permits (maybe 75%) for a draw with the point system where the method of 
increasing the odds is based not on the current mathematical increase, but instead on a system where the tags are only given to those applicants with the 
most points.  For example, if the maximum points earned by any applicant was 32 (32 years of applying and no cap on the number of points, then those 
applicants with 32 points would be in the drawing for the tags.  If there were more applicants with 32 points than there were tags, those applicants would be 
the only ones in the draw for the tags.  If there were more tags than applicants with 32 points, then all applicants with 32 points would get tags, and the 
remaining tags would be available for applicants with 31 points, and continue until the tags were exhausted).  Reserve the remainder (25% in my example) 
for all applicants with no increased odds for having accumulated points. That way applicants who have accumulated points still have an advantage, there in 
More information and thought required.
N/a
N/A
NA
need to make it possible to check #7 more than 1 time. I think making the point system like it is for deer and elk would increase peoples odds of getting 
drawn.
no change
no change , those are all bad ideas. I wished I could pick #7 more
No comment
No fee increase only lets the wealthier apply.  Give the guys who have the most points the greater chance.  There the ones that deserve it.  Also, do you 
allow seperate or different setups for women.  I cannot believe how many women I know who have drawn more permits by far than men.  I know you will 
say you don't but the numbers suggest otherwise.  I know one gal who has drawn two goat tags.  I have read of lots of women drawing one of the big four in
what really seems a far greater percentage than men.
No need to kill everything.
No permits.
Non-residents should not have the same odds of drawing a special permit as residents.  Residents should be allocated 99% of special tags.
Not much hope here?
On choice D. I already pay way to much for tags and licenses. It is getting rediculous that I have to peice together my tags and license.  I can't afford to pay 
the entire fee all at once.  It is enfuriating.  I'm sure this justy fell on deaf ears any way (or ignored).  It's all about the almighty dollar right.  I know of several 
people that quit hunting for this reason.  Take your heads out of your lower region.
On D - again, you are making the hunts for the elite only.
ONCE YOU HARVEST YOUR DONE FOR TEN YEARS
only allow 5% for out of state hunters and give 10% to hunters with the most points leave the rest of the draw togo as normal
Only allow people to be drawn/selected for one of the three (moose, mountain goat, or bighorn sheep), but still allow to accumulate preference points for 
the others.
only allow people to be selected for one choice
only allow people to put in for one hunt choice instead of 4.
Only give an application to people with one eye, one toe and purple hair.....jeesh!     Brake this survey up into pieces!!!!!!!!!!!
Open a small limited season for moose.
Open more areas for goat hunting and give out more permits. I don't believe the department of game knows how to count goats in the wild.
Open some areas to "Archery" only or "Muzzle loader" only, like in the past.
Open up more areas and tags.
option A should be in place for all special permit applications including deer and elk
people should be able to hunt any and all legal game without paying more fees.
Please see my comment above about fixing your current point system.
please stop trying to invent ways to keep use from being able to harvest game animals
points systems....follow oregons.....most points get 75%,  25% go out on lottery for all the others that put in with less points...everyone still has a chance 
but at least you can predict when you might get a tag.....
Preferance points for persons over 65 so that they can participate before they are no longer able to participate.
Preference points-one choice-% of tags for greater # of points.  ( raise the cost lose clientel and   overall revenue.)
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Put a cap of up  to 10% of the permits for non-residents.  This is not a guaranteed 10%.  Just like Idaho.  They will not be allowed to draw more than 10% 
of the permits but may draw less than 10% even down to 0%!
raise application fee, deamnd will always beat supply for these species, allow those serious hunters better opportunity to draw
reduce the archery tags and use more for modern since their are more modern hunters ore offer more buck hunts for youth hunters
Reduce the number of species per year that can be put in for (Moose, Mountain Goat, or Bighorn Sheep.)
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require a 25 to 50 application fee wow this does back the thinking of you trying to make it a rich man sport    I would except $15. permit fee but that is 
plenty high enough.
Require applicants to pay for the permit @ the time of applying.If unsuccessful refund the fee minus $10 handling fee.
Require the price of a tag in advance and refund to those not drawn. Options "A","B",and "C" are not tolerable.
Require the tag fee be paid up front when submitting drawing application
Require the tag fee up front to reduce the casual hunters from putting in.  If unsuccessful in the drawing the tag fee to be re-funded.
Require upfront fees for tags
Residents only.
Same as above.  ALSO: something is wrong with your check marks to the left in 1-7!  You cannot select more than 1 of each number, or it removes your 
previously placed checkmarks: WEBMASTER!!!
see above comment
Seniors should be given some kind of advantage. Not a "gimmee" but more of an oportunity. I will be 70 in November, not too much time left for a moose 
hunt!
Setup our drawing point system like Oregon's. It's the most fair in all of the western states. Our points could transfer right over. 75% of the tags go to the 
hunters with the most points, 25% go to random luck. Put a 10% cap on Non-resident tags. General tags have nothing to do with your permit application, 
they are separate unless you draw a permit then that is your only tag. No eastside/westside elk designation.
should not be able to put in for 4 choices on any tags, pick one and thats it
Special permits for master hunters that have been in good standing in the program for 5+ years.
Sure that it--charge more money  thats the way the game dept thinks---reduce hunts period--let the aniamls multiply several years then have permits that 
are justified with the units
Take the money up front for the tag. Don't tell me it's illegal because it isn't.
The odds are so low for any quality hunt drawings making changes is irrelevant
the odds aren't great either way you cut it just continue as is increase permit numbers when applicable
The people who have been putting in longer should be made to have a much better chance of drawing a tag, but there should still be some chance to draw 
with less points.
The point system should not allow any tag for applicants with less than 8-10 points.  The highest point total should be cycled through the random draw until 
all tags are filled.  Hunters who  have applied many years should not be bypassed by a lower point total applicant.
The problem I have seen lately is that people put in for this and never really wanted it in the first place.  Require a hunter to pay up front for the tag and less 
people would put in for it.
the question format does not allow for a coherant answer on B-G
The strongest and most adamant NO for B,C,D,E, and F.
The system appears to have created too many preference points chasing to few tags and solution needs to be devised for individuals to use up their 
accumulated points on one specie for another.  While information is not readily available to the public I estimate that a person with one point applying for a 
mountain goat tag has a 1:25,000 chance of being drawn when competing against those with multiple preference points.  With such tremendous odds one 
must apply for as many hunt choices as possible.
The Washington applicants that are regularly shown in magazines with photos taken of moose, goats, or bighorns that "got their tag and their animal on 
their first draw attempt" APPALL me.  I wait for years and years, and send fees (never returned when I'm not successful in the draw) and these schlubs get 
tags with fewer or no preference popints? Why have these points if they don't matter?
the weighted-point system already allows for better odds. keep as is
The whole point system needs to be changed from the current bonus point system to a preference point sytem like all the other western states that have 
point sytems. Currently Utah,Colorado, Wyoming, Arizona give 75% of the avalable permits to those who have the most points and all others draw for the 
remaining 25%.  Washingtons sytem needs this as well as having to choose between putting in for deer/elk or ONE of the once in a lifetimes
There should be no change to the selection process, because  any changes will still have the same effect of very low drawing odds.
THESE ARE ALL BAD IDEAS.  LETS KEEP HUNTING AVAILABLE TO ALL CITIZENS.  LETS NOT MAKE IT ONLY FOR THE PEOPLE WITH ALOT OF 
TIME/MONEY.  WE SPEND ALREADY OVER $300.00 A YEAR JUST SO WE CAN HUNT AND FISH (ON JUST LICENCES AND DRAW PERMITS).  
AND I STILL HAVE 1 MORE SON COMING UP IN AGE--THAT WILL BE MORE.
This is stupid. The whole point is to make them covedent tags. The draw odds is what makes them great. People need be paitent.
This program is so screwed up. You can only assign one number to each option. Stupid! I'm doing my best but I'm losing my temper. I thought "A" is what 
we were doing now.
This state should allow people to put in for as many permits as there are animals for those permits
Though you guys had this shit figured out?  Took you this long to realize the last 10 plus years of what you call MANAGEMENT has been a complete 
failure.

Too many choices again that will result in conflicting stats! A and F are the only 2 that should really be considered here. I put in for every special tag that is 
available to me every year. If you were to raise the app fee you will lose a lot of money as most people would not be able to afford it. Even the ones that 
could afford to pay the exhorbitant fees probably wouldn't because they would feel it is a slap in the face. We spend thousands yearly to enjoy being in the 
woods. With the fuel prices being what they are and inflation going up I don't feel we need the extra fees to handcuff us any more than we already are!
Totally random draw with no points.
Use a point system, random draw only from the group with the highest acrewed points.  Do it like CO.
Use a system that allows everyone to draw if they keep putting in, before people are drawn two or three times on the same spiecies.

When animal populations decrease to a pre-determined low number; close the season until their numbers effectively increase.    For our childrens sake...
Who cares:  this is a young mans game, unless you transplant sheep to low elevation, selected none recreational areas.
why can't i pick "7" more then once?
Why is there a charge for every application?  License fees are high enough.  Before long this will only be for the elite who can afford the high fees.
you already take enough of our dollars, no fee
You can also require an application fee, and then keep  a couple of application fee, and send the rest back to the applicants, if they do not draw a tag.
you should have to come up with the $100 for the tag before you put in.  And get all but the app. fee back if you don't get drawn
You should make it simple  charge 5.00 per application max 8 to 10 per hunter let them put in for whatever they like. No extra for not getting drawn. Each 
year is a new year
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Issue 16:
Some hunters have been applying for popular hunting permits for many years and have never been drawn. There are currently 13 points 
possible if a hunter has never been drawn. 
In order to improve a hunter's chance of being drawn, do you support the following options?
10% for max points  10% for >13  10% for >12  10% for >11  10% for >10  then random draw the remainder, somehow create a system that will distribute a 
greater number of permits to people with more points
add more permits, most of the permit only, success rates are low.

Again good things come to those that wait. The way things are they have a better chance than someone with less points. I do have a lot of points however I 
feel the drawing formation that you have now is great. Everyone has a chance but people with points have a better chance. PLEASE LEAVE IT ALONE!!!!!
All these suggestions do is shift the probelm to somewhere else. If your gonna have pointed rated drawings let them be as they are.....      If you are looking 
to change it go back to the eay it use to be. No point accumulations
Allow an endless amount of points and only draw from the highest level
allow hunters to accumulate more than 14 points and increase their odds
Allow hunters to have a unlimited number of points , so that hunters that have be applying for permits for many years will have a greater chance to be 
drawn.
Allow more tags in areas that the animals are dying from winter kill.
Also with the exception of once in a life time permits a hunter should not be allowed to resubmit for a waiting period three years.  Ghost applications may 
be submitted during the waiting period to gain points.
as I mentioned before I was drawn for the Grayback area once. and we only saw 3 other hunters, we were camped at the gate on the Garrison rd. we 
hunted for 4 day's, saw several bucks but didn't shoot any. My feeling is the season is two early the deer don't move down into that area untill the snow 
falls.
As long as the point system is a rotating list.  I.e., you get chosen, you now have zero points and have to earn more.  Point system is good as it allows for a 
rotating system and each hunter is given an more fair chance of being drawn/chosen.  Also, point totals should be available somewhere, so hunters can 
track them.  More educational literature/information about the program would be good also.
Award 75% of individual hunt permits based on preference points, starting with the applicants with the most points, including non-residents (restricted to 
5% maximum permits to non-residents). The remaining 25% of each hunt's permits are then awarded by random draw from the pool of remaining 
applicants regardless of preference points.
Chances of drawing are already increased with the number of points.
Change point system so highest points gets the permit.
Change system to what Oregon has (I think it is Oregon). People with 13 points get the permits first, then those with 12, etc.
change the draw system so its fair, I see to many times people are drawn in consecutive years,  when others are not with many points. Eliminate party 
hunts  or at most to  2-3.
change the system.
Desirable units will just require patience to accumulate points--no change.
do away with the max point limit.or once youve maxed out give more points every year untill the person is drawn.
Do away with the point system
Do away with the point system so hunters know the odds of drawing a permit in a popular hunt and place a waiting period of 2 years before the next 
application can be submitted.
Do it like Oregon does - preference point system.
Do not take away opportunity from the whole just to benefit the few. These people that have been putting in for these "popular hunting permits" have known 
the odds from very the beginning before they put in for them. Stop playing with special interests. Dave Ware is the person behind this (Issue 16) and I 
believe he is one of the people trying to draw a tag. Knock it off!
DON'T give permits to people unless they have the most preference points accumulated, work down the scale until those that have repeatedly applied are 
given the benefit FIRST!
don't have a cap on the number of points.  Have a mathematical system where the persons point total always goes up by a factor of 2 every year.  those 
with the most points will have a better shot of drawing.
don't pick an area that is so hard
Don't the points increase our odds now?
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the males fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of 
and developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Eliminate the point system>
Eliminate the possibility to get ten bonus points by turning in poachers, change it back to cash rewards like it used to be. Not all hunters are allowed to 
recieve the bonus points for turning in poachers, look at the way the permits are drawn, most of the permits should be drawn by the individuals with the 
maximum number of points.
Equal opportunity for every hunter - one hunter one chance.
Everybody has an equal opportunity to be draw especially with the weighted draw.
everyone pays the same for the applications so no favors to anyone my money is as good as someone not drawn
Get rid of points. Random draw is fair to all hunters.
Get rid of the save point, like the State of Colorado. no one has any points over others since last year. If you draw a tag, you loose all the points that you 
have, so everyone has the same chance. After all it is a lottory.  Don't let anyone save points.
Get rid of your black list and giving takes to the friends of the people running the draw. Then maybe other people could draw a tag. Plus, if you turn in a 
poacher don't give them the tag. Just give them one point.
Give 25% or 50% to most points and other 75-50% as is. Then people will see something for spending the money for years but everyone still has a chance 
of drawing. I'd rather have terrible odds and have a chance than a max point only system.
GIVE POINTS ONLY FOR APPLICATIONS NOT DRAWN AND STOP GIVING POINTS TO PERSONS REPORTING POACHERS AND WHATEVER 
ELSE POINTS ARE GIVEN OUT FOR!  AND WHY ARN'T WE TOLD IN THE HUNTING REGULATIONS AND SEASONS PAMPHLET WHAT WAYS 
PERSONS ARE EARNING POINTS ASIDE FROM THE APPLICATION SYSTEM? THERE BY GAINING UNFAIR ADVANTAGE?
Give the tags to the highest point bearing individuals. they have put out the time effort and patience and deserve the hunt. save 5% of permits for random. 
Paitience and the expense of putting in should be awarded.
Good idea.
great idea
Great idea,
How about set aside 75% to 90% for the men & women that have applied all these years !
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how does "D" do any thing.  The same number of people will be putting in and the same number of permits will be given out.  They will just go to diffent 
people.
Hunters who never get drawn probably only put in for the most popular hunts.  I don't think they should have an advantage when they could have been 
drawn for another area or hunt over the course of several years.  All they have to do is apply for less popular hunts(in less popular haunts) to get drawn.  I 
have had great hunting trips in areas I never would have gone because I got picked in a permit draw and went hunting.  Just because someone plays the 
lottery every week they shouldn't get a statistical leg up on other lottery ticket buyers.
Hunters with many points should aways be drawn before a hunter with less points
I find it disturbing that enforcement officials get many preference points for catching poachers when that is their job.
I hate the point system.
i have 10 elk points .be patient and we all will draw eventually
I have 13 points, am 67 years old,, if  i don't get my moose permit in the next few years, i will be to damn old to hunt them!!!!
I have been drawn for a popular Any Bull Elk permit twice in the last seven years. I have talked to other hunters who have put in for the same permit for 
over a decade. They complain long and loud about their bad luck and the unfair system. I was very sympathetic until I started to realize that many of them 
were, at the same time, applying for and getting Cow Elk tags in the same area, which have much better odds. They obviously did not understand how the 
point system works.
I have put in for speciel quality deer permits for years and I have not been drawn and know some hunters that have put in for the same hunts with only one 
year under their season and have been drawn for the permitt.Their is defantly somthing wrong with the system.
I like the idea of reducing the hunt choices but 1 is not enough for the department to manage the system and fill all permits needed.
I like the way Nevada does it.  It is a true lottery.  Or split it up like Oregon 50/50 based on points and also a true lottery.
I only list ONE on my Elk SP app. ALREADY. As I said before....12 YEARS. OOPS I did list 2 before you MADE Naneum and Quilomene one choice
I should be in for as many drawings as I want
I think a bigger percent needs to be given to the max point holders.
i think points should be done away with and more permits allowed
I THINK THAT THE SYSTEM FOR POINTS IS ALL READY GIVING A GREATER CHANCE OF BEING DRAWN FOR A TAG  IF YOU WANT ONE OF 
THOSE TAGS YOU HAVE TO GET LUCKY  WHAT IF WE SET ASIDE TAGS FOR PEOPLE WITH FIVE OR MORE POINTS AND NOT ENOUGH 
APPLICANTS SUBMITTED TO FILL THOSE PERMITS CAUSING A MISMANAGEMENT OF OUR RESOURCE
I think the age of the hunter should be considered along with number of points.  I'm going on 79 and wonder if I'll be drawn before somebody taps me on 
the shoulder and says sorry it's time to go.
I think the current multiplier is working good.
I think u should set aside 50% of permits to those hunters with maximum points.
I thought the point of earning points was to already give you an advantage over people with less points.did I miss something here or what????
i would consider this if it was for moose, sheep,or goat only
I would say 50 -75 wolud be better.
If everything is equal leave it alone.....  one mans chances for a permit is same as another.  It's like winning the lottery....  Not requried to go hunting but 
nice to have.
If you get to a certain point level withour being drawn--you get a permit the next year--guaranteed with your fee.
If you put in for a hunt multiple times you should have an ever increasing chance of success. THis is how it is currently working what you are suggesting is 
that you up the odds even more right?
In other states I have hunted in if a hunter reaches a high number of points they would be automatically be given a tag.
Increase point maximum.  One point per year...no stopping at 14.
increase the math formula
Increase the muliplier once a hunter reaches 10 points.  So points would be squared for all, but once a hunter gets to 10 points his/her points are squared x 
5.
Increase the number past 14
Increase the weighting for people with the most points.
Increasing odds for more points is also a key to this.
Inlsufficient knowledge to vote.  However, this makes my point about non-residents having to pay a much higher application fee.......I feel like I am making 
a donation w/o much chance of success.  And it is not a charitable donation for income tax purposes either!
institute a true preference point system
it is sad that people with a lot of points do not get drawn but drawings are have no guaranty so there should be no special allotment of permits for persons 
with a lot of points.
It says in the game laws that hunters with the most points gets the tags. How can someone with 13 points not have been drawn for a hunt? Perhaps the 
system was flawed/rigged from the beginning?
ITS A DRAWING NOT A GIVEN
It's a drawing...we take our chances. The points system already gives an advantage to those who have applies several times without being drawn.
Keep it equal.  Hunters have the option to apply for lower demand hunt choices if they want.  Or they can hold out.
keep it simple 3-5 points computer draws hunter 13 points way toolong
keep the coasties on there side of the mtn. and charge them a nonres. fee
Kind of looks like not very many animals in this group why hunt them.
land owner preference tags should be allowed, or points for owning prime habitat.
Limit non-residents to less permits
Make branch antler elk permits like moose, sheep, etc. one per lifetime
Make it a lottery every season. Do not keep track of points or anything.
Mathematically increase advantage of high point holders; allow points above 14.  Those with high point totals have likely been applying for trophy or quality 
hunts with low percentage odds; this is largely a free-choice gripe.
Mathmatically increase the number of chances per point.
mathmatically it does not increase my chances by limiting my choices. there will be less people on that one choice but with it being my only chance the 
odds dont change.,
Mathmatically, they will eventually get drawn.
more permits per unit
more youth permits....
N/A
no matter what one does you will never make evey one happy
No permits.
No point system----does not work--only gives fake--false hope to hunters to get their money year after year for nothing---
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Not sure on this one.
odds of being drawn should increase with each years submission
Once a hunter reaches 10 points for a species (permit type), increase accumulation to 2 points per year and remove or raise the 14 point cap.
once a person reachs maximum give her/him their first choice
One choice only would increase the odds for preference point holders.
ONE CHOICE, ONCE DRAWN YOU CAN'T GET ANOTHER TAG TILL REST OF PEOPLE HAVE BEEN DRAWN
only 5% of permits for non-res applicants.
only reduce your points to zero if you are drawn for your first choice.
People put in multiple choices to harvest meat. Reducing choices would give more chances for quality hunters to get drawn.
Permit system should be equal odds for everybody.
Point preferances for hunters over the age of 65.
Points acquired by turning in violators should be put into separate pools for specialized permits.  The average hunter should not be up against someone 
with 20+ points because they turned in a violator and received 10 points.  Someone who has been applying for 14 years wouldn't have a fair chance of 
getting drawn if up against someone with 5 points and then gets 10 for turning in a poacher.
POINTS SHOULD BE USED FOR ALL PERMITS
Points should have nothing to do with it-you pay your money -all go in same bucket and mixed up then   the permits are drawn
popular hunts appear to be any bull or any buck tags. I don't have any sympathy for folks that haven't been drawn that are only taking a shot at the big one. 
There are many opportunities to apply for more probable drawings and folks could increase their odds if they want to.
POSSIBLY REDUCE THE NUMBER OF HUNT CHOICES TO TWO
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Reduce the number of participants on party applications from 12ea for Deer and Elk to 4ea for each species.
reduce the percentage of tags available for non-residents, and get your biologist out of the office to see what the real populations are so that you can 
increase the numbers of permits.
Require that hunters have written permission from private landowners to hunt in special permit units on private land (especially Tri-Valley)
see above
See my comment to the previous question.
See my previous comments on conversion to a "Preference Point" system.
Selecting between A, B, and C would require careful review of game population and application data.
Set aside 10% of the quality permits for hunters with many points.
SET ASIDE 50 PERCENT OF PERMITS FOR HUNTERS WITH THE MOST POINTS.
SET ASIDE 75% FOR POINTS
Set aside 75% for the most points and the other 25% to the rest. That way one day you will draw.
Set aside 75% of ALL permits to those who have max points. And if there is more people with max points than there are permits these should be in a 
seperate drawing.. IF THIS SOUNDS TO COMPLICATED CONTACT WYOMING AND UTAH AND HAVE THEM TEACH YOU.  THESE STATES KNOW 
HOW TO MANAGE HUNTING.
set aside 75% OF THE POPULAR PERMITS FOR hunters with 10 points  or put age restrictions 55 years old or older
Should be the 25% go to those with the most points.
some system to go into place for the most points.....
Sounds similar to what the state of Oregon does and I don't believe it works very well.
Start with a small percent and increase only if the problem doesn't improve.
State that once a person has been drawn that they have to wait a certian amount of years,no less that 3, before they can be drawn agian. During that 
interim they can either do ghost hunts or antlerless. this would allow the hunters with increased points a better shot at being drawn.
The current Point system is not in good working order I know people that have been drawn for elk every other year and I know people who have never been 
drawn! and the same with deer I know someone who has been drawn every year and others that have not been drawn at all. The system needs to be 
redone!!!!
The hunters who have paid for their applications for permits for many years should be able to get better odds of drawing a permit, i was under the 
reasoning that that was what was currently happening......
The hunters with the most points should have the better chance of drawing the premium tags. Why limit it to 13 points? Was that number drawn out of a 
hat?
The lottery is the only fair way.  Some drawings are only for 3 tags, so what is 5%, 10% or 25% of 3 tags?
The math is already on the side of the people with points. Don't change it!
the people who have been drawn(sometimes every year)should not be able to apply for that permit for a determand length of time.
The percentages used here seem to be kind of like shots from the hip but then again, this shouldn't affect the kill ratio...just 'who' is doing the hunting.
The system is already set up to give those with higher points a better chance, so we don't need to set aside permits for those people, besides how would 
this work on a popular permit that only had one or two tags, you can't set aside 5, 10 or 25% of one or two tags.
THE SYSTEM THAT IS SET UP SEEMS TO WORK.  IT IS A LOTTERY.  SIMPLE AS THAT.  WASHINGTON STATE LOTTERY DOES NOT SET ASIDE 
25% OF WINNING LOTTO TICKETS FOR THOSE THAT BUY THEM EVERY DRAWING.  ALREADY THIS SURVEY IS MAKING HUNTING OREGON 
AND IDAHO MUCH BETTER THAN HUNTING IN MY OWN STATE.  I HOPE YOU REALLY THINK THESE OVER.
the system you have in place now works just fine,  you hit the nail on the head that time, maybe issue a few more permits
Their definitely needs to be increased odds for those who have paid their annual dues!!!!
There is more than 14 due to the rediculous turn in poacher points.
There should be no limit on our Point system. If applied for 18 years, I expect 18 points. Restricting the points to 13 is unfair to an individual who's been 
applying for more than 14 years. I expect unlimited points, there should be no restrictions on the number of points you can get.
Two choices per species.
Unless things have changed recently, the points are squared to give the number of chances a hunter gets in the permit drawing. Because of this, hunters 
with many points ARE usually the ones drawn for the popular permits (with a very few permits going to those with few points). There is no need to change 
this (except see the last question, where the odds can be increased even more for those with lots of points--but I think the current season is very good and 
should not be changed).
what about where you live.I live with deer and elk on our and around our house and property and have to wait for ever to hunt them.I pay taxes on the land 
that they live on and dont have any better chance then sombody who lives in the city. I could move to the city and make more money and buy hunts , but 
choose not to.
WHAT GOOD ARE POINTS IF THEY DON'T MEAN ANY THING ? 75% FOR POINTS. 25% FOR NO POINTS
when they reach 7 let them submit application free and guarntee they hunt 14 reguardless of permit number. Some permits don't get filled. Limit one over 
permit per area.
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Who ever has the most points gets the permits.
Why is this state so permit happy?
Why not increase the number of permits issued?
Why not just raise the amount of points possible to 50. That way it's more fair for some who has the most points than someone who has 1 point and gets 
drawn the first year. I know people who have applied for 20 years and never been drawn, while others have been drawn 2 or even 3 times in a row. Don't 
limit the amount of points you can accumulate this is the only way it can be fair to seniority hunters.
WHY NOT RAISE THE POINT HOLDING LIMIT. MATHEMATECALLY DRAW OUT FOR ALL OF THEM
Work away from the point system or at lease 1-3 points, with 3 being the max.
You keep referring to "popular" permits.  Just make it a chosen percentage of all permits across the board.
you will be drawn evenantully
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Issue 16:
Some hunters have been applying for popular hunting permits for many years and have never been drawn. There are currently 13 points possible
if a hunter has never been drawn. 
How many points should be required for a hunter to be eligible to apply for this pool of permits?
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
1
1
1
1
"0" this will only work for those how has lots of money to buy the permits, Or if you know some one who knows some one, Or are a manager of  the WDFW 
you'll get first choice. Not every one believes this B.S.
?
??
0 points
0 pts.
0, You should have the right to buy a chance at any hunt. Its all about the money.
1 is enough
1 or more
1 or more
1 or more.
1 point should put you in the drawing. What spend five dollars for no lotto ticket until 4 years later.  Who comes up with this stuff
1 point. Let the hunter take his chances mathematically.
1.  See my last two answers.  There should be no set-asides, as the hunters with more points are most likely to be drawn as it is.
25% of the permits should go to the hunters with the most points. 75% should go to all other applicants with the odds being weighted for the applicant 
based on their total number of points.
25% of the tags should be issued to the applicants with the most points. 75% of the tags should be open to all applicants with a weighted system based on 
number of points.
3 POINTS
45 or more
6 is standard in most states.....
Actually, retain the current system; it is the luck of the draw that everyone already understands.
AGAIN, IT SHOULD BE ILLEGAL TO HUNT MOOSE, BIG HORN SHEEP, or MOUNTAIN GOAT!
Again, mimis the Oregon system so that all the 13 pointers get their permits, then the 12 pointers, etc.
ahve you thought of getting rid of late buck?
All members of group hunt must have at least 5 points. Currently hunters with only 1 point can be drawn in a group hunt.
All permits in all GMU's should be given to the highest point holders who submitted a permit application for the GMU.
All these suggestions do is shift the probelm to somewhere else. If your gonna have pointed rated drawings let them be as they are.....      If you are looking 
to change it go back to the eay it use to be. No point accumulations
And their points should still be weighted like they are now within both pools.
ANY LOTTERY
cannot find any description of " pool of permits"
change the system
Comment:  Where is the no change?  1 point is in the drawing.
Currently with 1500 Applications and only 50 permits ( Hunt 1063 ) It could take 30 years to be drawn if Those 1500 were drawn once. Many people have 
already been drawn 2 and 3 times in only 9 years.
Do away with the points that are given to hunters for turning in poachers.  These are the guys who are always drawing the hard to draw tags.  Giving out 
points for turning in poachers is extremely unfair and makes it hard on those of us not lucky enough to catch poachers.
do not change system
Do not develop another separate pool of permits.
Do not set a minimum for points to be eligible because that is not the name of the game with a drawing.
Do not take away opportunity from the whole just to benefit the few. These people that have been putting in for these "popular hunting permits" have known 
the odds from very the beginning before they put in for them. Stop playing with special interests. Dave Ware is the person behind this (Issue 16) and I 
believe he is one of the people trying to draw a tag. Knock it off!
do notbeleivein perforance to number of points
dont agree with system
Don't complicate it .....those with more point have better odds of drawing.
Don't have a pool of special permits for "long time unlucky people".
Don't limit the amount of points you can accumulate this is the only way it can be fair to seniority hunters.
don't support
dont understand the question
Don't understand the question.  How to you accumulate points if not by applying?
Each point represents a year.  Five years is a long time to wait.
eliminate the points make it luck of draw every year no matter what
Equal opportunity for every hunter - one hunter one chance.
Every 3 or 4 years
Everyone should be allowed to apply for any permit, get rid of the multiple choices.
everyone should have the chance, increase probability by number of points
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Everyone should have the same opportunity to draw. If they really wanted a branch antler permit they would not put in for the hardest to draw permit, they 
could draw an other unit. Just reduce the amount of choices a person has to one, that should increase everyones odds considerably.

Five years of blanks should be ling enough to wait for an elevated crack. But this is also Dependant on how likely you are for to get one even after 5 years.
For sheep, goat, and moose.
For the first year, make it low like 4 points and above, then if they draw, they will loose all their points.  Next year - you start everyone on a clean slate. No 
point system. Lottory only.
Get rid of points.
get rid of the point system
Give 25% or 50% to most points and other 75-50% as is. Then people will see something for spending the money for years but everyone still has a chance 
of drawing. I'd rather have terrible odds and have a chance than a max point only system.
Good idea.
Good question, I am not sure.  I will trust someone else to make this decision.
great idea
Have a different set for more point holders for instance those with 4 or more points get 5%  those with 5 or more get 10% and those with 6 points get 15% 
and so on up the line.
Hopefully, after a few seasons, this would level out and anyone could rightfully expect to be selected after only a couple of failures.
How do you get points if not eligible
How do you get points if you don't apply?
How many fingers are needed to squeeze a trigger?
hunter with the most points
I ABSOLUTELY DO NOT SUPPORT THIS.  THE PEOPLE WITH MORE POINTS ALREADY HAVE AN ADVANTAGE OVER THOSE OF US WITH A 
FEW POINTS.
I am really shocked to read this section.....
I DO NOT AGREE WITH THIS AT ALL LEAVE IT THE WAY THAT IT IS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
I do not fully understand the system.  I wouldl like to see explination on the website somewhere, and a way to check your point totals.  I have not seen it in 
writing, so I know I am gaining points, don't know how many, and can't track what I have.  Do I lose all points if chosen, or only a certain amount if that is 
what is required to be chosen??????????
I do not support the pool of permits for max point holders.  They choose to apply for the hardest to draw tags.
I do not support this change.
I Do not support this.
i do not think this method should be used.
I don't like or support this idea!  The way the system is fair and it is just the luck of the draw.  If anything is changed they should multiply the number of 
points to give people with more points a better chance of drawing.
I don't suport this "pool of permits" I think hunters need to wait their turn and take their chances with the draw.
I don't support setting aside permits.
I don't support the pool plan
I hate the point system.
I know a person that was drawn 3 out of the four years he put in because he moved from one group to another, to people that had more bonus points then 
him.I do feel if you havn't been drawn for so many years you should get a permit. Like I mentioned I will probably never recieve another permit, and my 
hunting day's are about over.
I prefer Oregon's application system of preference points and the way they draw out their tags over Washington's.
I say 2 points or more.  That way if you are drawn then you have to wait through the next year before you can apply for a special hunt.
I think 4 years of waiting to get into a pool is long enough. It's still not a given that he will be drawn after that.
I think the point is unfair make it like the lottery than its fair  Use the point system with out of state people. that gives them a better chance for bigger elk or 
deer remmber what it cost for non- res.
I think there should not be a specific number of points. If you have 8 points your name should stay in the hat for 7 more draws if it isn't drawn on the first go 
around.
I think you should charge more and offer more permits.  I'm planning on buying 10 raffle tickets for a moose tag for $50.
i would need more information on how this pool would work, and what units, and etc.
If there were increasing odds with additional points then there would be less need to have a min requirment.
If you are going to create a special "improved odds" pool, then going "tagless" for at least 5 years should be the minimum qualification.  More would 
become self-limiting for many older hunters.
If you followed my suggestion, you would not need a benchmark for how many points were needed.  You would merely set aside a certain amount of tags 
for those with the most points, thereby promoting diligence, commitment to hunting in this State, perseverance, and payment of application fees.
If you have more than 9 points you should be first and if you have less you should be second in line.
I'm not sure, but it sounds like you've made up your minds.
Increase mathematically for those that volunteer for WFDW. So points plus volunteer hours give a better advantage. Advantage can increase, with increase 
in volunteer hours.
Increase the amount of permits overall so we have a better chance of drawing.
increase the math formula
Intead of setting a hard number justs use the top points holders similar to Wyoming.
It is a lottery.  Spending money over years should not result in buying your permit, you takes your chances, each and every time!

it should be taken into account that the longer a person applys the older they get and the oppotunity for them to have the quality hunt is less do to health
It should go to the people with the most points
It's a bad idea.
its all just odds.keep everyone in the draw.just  keep giving more chances to the people with more points.
It's already too complicated for most hunters, just leave it alone
keep it the same as it is now!
Leave Alone...................................
leave as it is
let anyone with points apply.  it is a draw for a reason.  everyongets a shot.
LIMITING our chances for MORE MONEY THAT is what you seem to be ALL ABOUT!
Lottery only.
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Many hunters drawn, harvest barely legal animals in general season and never go for the extended hunts. They would be just as happy with anterlerless 
tags. Leave extended hunts to those after quality animals by reducing choices and only being able to submit for antlered or antlerless hunts.
MAX POINT POOLS ARE EVIL LOOK HOW FAR BEHIND HUNTERS IN WYOMING UTAH COLORADO AND ARIZONA ARE WITH NO HOPE OF 
DRAWING IN THERE LIFETIME.  IF A YOUTH STARTS APPLYING NOW THEY WILL NEVER DRAW A PREMIUM HUNT
Maybe a combination of requirements.  Such as, 10% for those who have 4-6 points, 10% for those with 7-9 points, and 15% for those with 10 or more 
points.
N/A
neutral
No absolute number. Set aside 10% of the tags for the guys with the most points. If that's five tags, give them to the five guys with the most points. If there 
are more than five guys with the same high number of points, draw from that pool of guys.
no change
no change
no change
NO CHANGE
no change if equal.....
no change to current system.
no change!
No minimum number of points should be required before entering a drawing
No minimum number of points to apply.  I can't believe you don't even have this as an option.
no no no none the square of the number of points is a pretty fair way , since you have to have a way of increasing your chances
No opinion!  I would have to see the numbers (i.e. how many Hunters have never bene drawn and how many points they have) before I could give an 
opinion.
No permits.
No points should be required to be eligible to apply.
No restrictions on number of points to apply
none
none
none
None 0
None, the top 25% should get the tag and then the other 75% go into a pool to be drawn
none,will be less dollars for the wdfw
None.
None.  Luck of the draw is a part of hunting.  There is the same chance of getting the permit with Zero points or fourteen points.
none..leave it alone
not sure of what your asking here
Note that there should be no "special" pools for anybody irregardless ....
now what if you go on the buddy system and one person has 10 points and the other has no points. Then what are you going to do?
one
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Require permission from private landowners as a condition of applying
same as last answer
Screw the points, just have a drawing, one chance per lifetime (if selected can not enter in subsequent years)
see above
see above comment
See above comment.
see my comments above
See previous question>
set a side 25% of permit for people with maximium points
Should be the 25% go to those with the most points.
Since you get 1 point a year.  once you exceed 5 years of trying.  i'd say your due.
small percentage of permits for 10 plus points
Somehow. the hunters with the most points accumulated should get chosen first!!!!
start with 0
Technically you have bought the hunt because you have put in for years who has that kind of money rich people
ten years is a long time to wait but there should still be no guaranty. when you have this special pool what permits will the be eligible for? the premium 
Margaret any bull, colockum any bull, nooksack any bull, and the premium buck tags as well? there should be no special pool because that will limit the 
amount of permits for everyone else.
Ten years or more between "quality hunts" is not really that long, especially if you still have a chance of being drawn from the regular pool.
thats not a fair question . you have messed it up for 14 years . how do you think that you can change it now. i think that if you draw then you set out for 2 
years but get to buy points unless you are putting for a differeny tag . i know too many people that have drawn the same tag 2 and3 times in the last 14 
years. and others havent drawn it yet. and im talking about touttle bull and margerate bull rifle .tough tags to draw.
the avarage (hunt of a lifetime) has been 7 years and should be considered
The percentage set aside goes to the applicant with the most points.
the point system has kept  me from hunting, or wanting to hunt
The reserved tags should go to the hunters with the highest number of preference points, like Oregon's system.
There are better ways to do things without points
There should be no minimum points to apply for a pool of permits.  Hunters should be allowed to draw on their first application.  Some antlerless permits 
can be drawn every year or every other year currently, why should someone have to wait 4 or 5 years to reapply?
There should be no requirement to apply for a permit.
There should be no special pools for out of state hunters, or hunters with a lot of points
THERE SHOULD NOT BE A POOL IT SHOULD ALL BE DONE ON POINT STATUS
This is a very sore subject to many who have been applying for many years.  I know of one case where one person has been drawn twice for a special 
permit and another person has never been drawn.  Both have been applying for the same amount of time.  I don't know that there is a "fix" for this but, it's 
definately a "HOT" topic.
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This is not applicable if a "Preference Point" system were enacted. The applicants with the most points get drawn. If doesn't matter if it is "2" or "20" points - 
the applicants with the most for any given draw should get drawn. This gaurantees that faithfull applicants will get drawn except perhaps with extremely 
limited hunts such as sheep.
this should not be considered
Those within the top 5%.
three years right? on your fourth year .
To be fair to the person putting in for the first time we still need to have the opportunity to be lucky enough draw with one point or people are not going to be 
putting in, LOSS OF REVENUE.
two or more
TWO THREE POINTS.
What is scientifically fair.
what pool?
what pool??
What?
Whatever the upper 10-25 percent of these people are
Why does this question limit the response to 4 or more. This looks like the more money you spend, the better your chances. Bad.
You are slanting the survey by not haveing a "no change", a 1 or more, a 2 or more, a 3 or more.
you got to reduce the pool down,too many people getting drawn with 10 or fewer points.
You should have the chance with no permits
you should have to have max points.    PLEASE READ LAST COMMENT
you should keep the same weighted-point system that we currently use.  If it works....why fix it?    WDFW - "KISS"  Keep It Simple Stupid!!!
ZERO
Zero.
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Issue 17:
Currently, the Big Game Hunting Regulations pamphlet is available by May 15, special permit applications are due mid-June, and the drawing 
takes place in July. Every year we receive requests from hunters to publish the regulations earlier. The problem is that Spring surveys are not 
conducted until March, making it impossible to publish final permit levels until May.
Rank the following options, with "1" being your most preferred and "4" being your least preferred.
"spring surveys are not conducted until March, making it impossible"  You should be able to get the regulations out in January or February because there 
aren't that many changes from year to year, and you should be able to do the permit drawings in Feb., or March like most of the other western states.  It's 
rediculous to not find out about the permit drawins until July or August.
("The problem is that Spring surveys are not conducted until March, making it impossible to publish final permit levels until May") Not true, you made 
chages this year after the pamplet was printed.  It works in Oregon, Nevada Utah and Wyoming to publish early. and make adjustments later.
4 for all except D  We need to know if we got drawn for special permits sooner then the summer for planning reasons
49 other states have pamphlets and permits available in February, why can't Washington?
A with preavious year permits and aplications included
Adopt the permit levels in February using current information and past records like other states
again, a waste of effort here
All I know is that I always have my Montana non-Resident tags before the Washinton game laws our available. What is Montana doing compared too 
Washington?
All lies anyway---
All people want is the draws to be held earlier so they can get their vacations in at work. They also want to see the number of permits available before they 
put in, and check to see if new hunts are available. Choice 'A' would not help in that regard. Choice 'B' is just added printing expense, nothing really 
changes in the regs from year to year that would make it necessary to get info out sooner, it's the permits that most people want.
Allow applications early and draw alternates. If a permit level needs to be lowered (never happens) revoke permit from last person drawn. Reinstate their 
points plus bonus points towards future draws. This would allow planning and scouting time in spring and summer
Almost all of the other Western states have had their drawings completed before we even get our regulation pamphlet, how do they do it? maybe we could 
lern something from them?
almost all the other states have there books out in December why can't Washington do the same?
another great idea
Anything to get us special permit results earlier.
Application submittal June 1,  Drawing completed by June 30
applications due June 1 Draw results by June 7
Based on type of winter there needs to be a look at the resource not just for permits but for season modification, February is too early.
be able to purchase ghost hunt numbers (if you have a deer+elk hunting license) for deer or elk without having selected your tag choice.
call oregon they seem to know what to do.they also state in there regs that tags numbers may be subject to change upon spring counts.
Change the Spring surveys from March to February but still keep the dates to apply for special hunt the same in June and drawing in July. This way if any 
changes need to be made you have time to make
Change the system
Change the time frame for spring surveys, other western states esatablish permits as early as jan or feb. then move the process up accordingly, idealy to 
march 1 submittal, and april 30 drawing
Change your survey dates. You have everything wrong anyhow.
Complete the surveys sooner.
Conduct Spring survey earlier, say February, even if hunting is still occurring. This would allow earlier publishing of Regulations.
Conduct surveys earlier in the year and then publish regulations with permit levels. Oregon and a lot of  other states manage to accomplish this.  Your 
options cost more money (duplication).
conduct surveys sooner after season closes. such as Jan when people have current opinions.
conduct the spring survey earlier
Conduct the surveys earlier and leverage the online reporting for faster harvest statistics.
CONTACT WYOMING AND UTAH THEY MANAGE TO GET IT DONE EVERY YEAR WITH NO PROBLEMS
Do it like Oregon.
Do OIL hunts in Feb, you can do that with results in April.  Move rest to rules March pamphlet April submit by May and draw results 14 dasy after deadline.  
The amount of time you guys take is unreal,
do spring surveys with the reporting of kill and publish the pamplet sooner and allow the permits earlier  i forget to put in for a permit and think in lincoln 
country over 65 should hunt either sex mule deer...with out a permit...as the whitetail are in spokane county
Do the surveys earlier.
Don't change it if it ain't broke.
Don't honer whining
Don't kill any more trees and waist money.
Don't waste the $$ publishing more hard copy than actually needed.
Drawings need to be done a lot earlier because there are a lot of people who need to put in for there vacation a long ways in advance and the way that you 
have it now does not give them enough time to get vacation. Not to mention that if you have a premium tag you need more time to scout than you have the 
way the system is now.
Earlier is better for vacation planning.  Many employers require vacation bids in January.
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the males fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of 
and developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Extend deadline to July 1
Extend the length of time to file for permits.
Follow what other states do, they managed to get it published early and results early (oregon)
For archery hunters the results for the permits come out in late july early August. That gives us approximatley one month to to scout out the permit area. It's 
a waste of time to scout on a hope your drawn not to mention GAS. The modern and muzzelloaders have 2 plus months. I know what do ya do? Archery is 
first.
Game laws should be out in Jan/Feb.  Permit applications should be open longer --- say from May 1 to July 1
Get drawing results out earleir
get it out early just like every other state can do but Washington
get over it,it is what it is
Get the full pamphlet out sooner peroid.
Get the pamphlet out earlier like other states!!!
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Get the spring surveys done earlier, of all of the states washington is the latest to publish their regs.
Get yer shit together and conduct the spring surveys earlier.
Get your surveys done earlier like other states.  Set your priorities please.
Given the expense of any hunting trip, we need as much time as we can get to plan. Waiting until May 15 is worse than waiting for Christmas, and I suspect 
it may drive people to hunt out of state.
Have all drawings by the middle of June
have drawing earlier to allow for better planning of hunting season, How long does it take to compile these things and do the drawing?
Have hunters obtain permit levels on-line when they become available
Have the draw as early as possible so hunters can plan their year.
Have the last day of May the deadline for special permit applications and the drawings done by the last day of June! The people I know want the drawing 
done sooner so they can schedule vacation!
have the pamphlet come out on jan first, with permit deadlines by march first with the levels the same as the year before and only change the permits levels 
if there is a true emergency from the winter
Have your counters linked via PDA or blackberry type devices to Olympia headquarters database. This would increase data accumulation and reduce 
related time leading to quicker decision making. And, if it's important to set seasons in a short window, make meetinmgs mandatory for department 
employees and NO ANNUAL LEAVE OR COMP LEAVE during these crucial collection/setting times.
Hire more people to compute the data harvested from the survey and publish the survey in late January.  Publish the pamphlet earlier, making make it 
available by March. Shorten the length of time hunters have to submit harvest reports and if they do not make the cutoff, make it so that they cannot apply 
for permits until they meet the submission date.
hold drawing mid july this allows a little more time for person drawn to make plans for his/her hunt
Hopefully the printing would not go up in price , same amount of pages just seperated in 2 pamphlets.
How come the other states are able to get the needed information earlier?
How do all of the other western states get there pamphlets out so much earlier?
how is it that other states can get thier permitsnubers out and selected before we have anything done.  Call a state that knows what they are doing and 
figure it out.
Hunters need to know if they have drawn a special permit by the end of April.  Many of us need to request time off from work early in the year.  Another 
reason is to give hunters time to plan for the "hunt of a life time."  The current method of not knowing untill "the end of July" is not acceptable. Other states 
have there drawings finished much earlier in the year.  Please publish the regs and special permits in mid March, close the application submittal three 
weeks later,  and then be ready to draw the results by the end of April.
hunters that work for a living have to put in a vacation request. wdfw gives us only one month to schedule vacation with our jobs. Sometimes we are denied, 
because of senority. When we apply for a speical permit, we have let our bosses know that I mite need this week off or I mite need that week off.The time 
frame you give us to schedule vacation is not enough.
I almost always mess up putting in for my permits.  Like this year, now I have not chance and am not getting a point.  Oh well, my fault alone.
I am not sure why Idaho drawings and permits are available in December of the previous year and not in Washington.
I am wildly enthusiastic about printing the annual pamphlet earlier. I don't care when you do the drawings, but PLEASE put general season info our earlier 
!!!!!!!!
I can understand that the level of service you are trying to provide is what drives the pamphlets, but I am a firm believer that less is more. I have been 
hunting for thirty years, and the book for this state is one of the hardest to read and we recieve it later than almost every other state.  I hope that this does 
change in the future.
I do not care when they come out but the permit application period is WAY TO LATE... we should be able to find out were we are going to be able to hunt in 
JUNE at the latest
I don't get it... What is a problem to publish it earlier? The difference between two years survey is mostly caused by statistical error. Just use a previous 
year Spring survey and everything will be fine.
I find no problem with the current system other than screwing up the draw last year.  I would like to have the previous year's hunter success numbers 
available earlier not because they influence so much where/how I would hunt but seem to furnish some info as to #'s of animals/hunting pressure, etc.
I find the current time frame very adequate.
I hate the permit system.
I have never seen a game department person making a real survey.

I have one major comment here. Currently a hunter has 30 days to purchase his permit after he has been drawn. No other Western state has this policy, 
and I cannot understand why Washington has this extremely restrictive policy.   There are many reasons why a hunter would not be able to purchase his 
license during this time, for instance - illness, family problems, out of the state or country , on an extended vacation,hospitalization, debt, loss of a job, 
divorce, etc.   I would suggest doing what other states do, either haveing a credit card on file and debiting it when the permit is drawn( the easiest way), or 
letting the hunter purchase the permit anytime prior to the opening date of the season. All the other states do it this way. Can they all be wrong?
I hunt other states and they dont have this problem. it is extremly hard to plan my hunting season out when I dont know until a month before the season. If i 
get drawn I have to change hunts and vacation time with minimal warnings.Most states are a least a month early on there draw results.
I not happy with the choices you have givin me, why make extra work by publishing a separate permit pamphlet.  Use the internet, you have the site, why 
have extra cost, we as hunters would have to pay for anyway.
I see no problem with the cuurent system. People have plenty of time to apply and plenty of time to scout if they get drawn.

I see Option B as an added expense, which likely takes money away from wildlife management.  Maybe the general pamphlet could be available on-line in 
February with only the May pamphlet printedl.  Possibly more money could be saved by making revisions to the on-line pamphlet and delaying production of 
the printed pamphlet until later than May (have one page flyer with basic information available in stores and provide a web site address).  A hunters 
tendency is to pick up a pamphlet as soon as they are available, but he may not really look at it until nearer to hunting season unless he is planning for his 
special permit applications.  Then the pamphlet may be put aside and others picked up during the summer.  I am guilty of this.  I really only need a full 
printed pamplet shortly before and during hunting seasons.  Charge for pamphlets.  A small charge would keep us from picking them up indiscriminatly.
I share this concern.  If printing and distribution costs are a concern, just put it on the website and let hunters view it online or print it themselves.
I think most people want to see what the new changes are.  Post the seasons and changes in February on the web. That would save printing cost and let 
the hunters know what can be expected for that year.  You could even offer to send a link to our email when new rules have been posted.
I THINK THAT THE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN DOING THIS FOR SOME TIME NOW AND THEY WILL MANAGE
I think Washington state is the last state in the country to furnish the draw results.Then after the draw results Washington state has to have another draw 
because there were errors in the 1st draw.I apply to many other states for tags.Washington is the latest & most inefficent state that I apply to.I think it is a 
joke..
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I would hate to put in for a special permit before having information about the Spring survey.  Is it possible to have an early May pamphlet with application 
being due the end of May.  Most hunters have an idea of which special permits they are putting in for - they just wait for the final permit levels.
I would like to Know the results sooner. By the time you find out if you drew a tag in WA your already commited to hunt other states.
I would suggest having the deadline on June 1 and have the results available by June 15-30.  This would be much better than the current timeline.  Also, it 
seems like every year for the past 6 or 7 years, the deadline gets extended several weeks.
I'd like to see the spring surveys done earlier/faster.  The results shouldn't change drastically from year to year.  With the online requirements, everything 
should be much faster than time ago.  I want to know by June if I draw a special permit.  I want time to adequately scout/prepare for the special hunt I draw.  
There are not enough weekends from July to September to research, scout, and locate animals for some of the special hunts!!!
I'd prefer that only one pamphlet were published.  Most people are more interested in the permits anyway and the extra cost of the first pamphlet will 
probably be passed on to us in the end too.
Idaho, Oregon, Wyoming, and montana all have there regulations and permit quotas set by the 1st of the year. Regs and permits quotes can be for the 
previous year. with permits to be near the same levels final quotes can be published after spring surveys and permits can be applied for earlier
If there is one thing i would like to see changed it is washingtons  app. due date/drawing date. it needs to be much earlier. pamphlet in feb. drawing in may 
would be great.  thanks
If this is such a big deal ensure information is available in advance of printing via the internet and look at ways for improving the processing timeline post 
spring surveys.
if you seperate the pamphlets then it would cost more money to do this and therfore costing the hunters more money or dropping certain programs and 
would reduce the budgets all the way around
I'm ok with the current system and would prefer that the publishing costs (if the other choices would, in fact, increase costs) go into habitat improvement or 
other management activities (law enforcement).
In many situations a person has to apply for vacatio early in the year so, regardless of the number of permits available a person may stillneed to know to 
apply at work for the time off.
Instead of examining prior year results every year, come up with a management plan for 3-5 years, and stick to it. Get the pamphlet out earlier. You will get 
better survey results by having multiple year data. You will then see what works over time. Changing every year won't work. Take weather for example, a 
couple of hot summers, and the world is melting down. Global warming. Give me a break.
Instead of having the surveys done in Feb. have them done earlier to get the regs out earlier for people to make their choices.
Instead of putting in for permits sell them over the counter except for bighorn, moose and goat.
it doesn't matter....the deer counts seem to NEVER be accurate. I've hunted where the was "supposed" to be over-abundance of deer.....hunted hard ALL 
SEASO ans saw ZERO deer. This needs to be better managed inside the department.
It would be nice to get the drawing done earlier and have time to prepare for a special hunt in our state.
it would cost a lot to make to publication twice
It's a lottery anyway. Knowing how many permits are available only helps us figure our odds of drawing. We still may not draw. Only if you were to 
drastically change or eliminate permits somewhere do I see a proble. I would rather have the early results of the draw rather than to odds of the draw.
Its amazing that states like Idaho can have thier surveys done and have there regs out by April? Washington always has to be more difficult.
Its hard to plan a hunt in this state because you might get notified the night before the hunt starts, you can learn alot from every other western state.
It's plenty of time.  Just do me and few thousand other poeple a favor and dont extend the deadline because you have an influx of late applications and your 
effed up computer takes a dump.  Last year was not fair to the rest of us.  Get your computers fixed.
Just leave it how it is you people have a hard enough time making the deadlines as is. How about working on you draw and computer systems or the 
finding better companies to conduct drawings and such.
Just publish as separate turkey pamphlet
Keep it simple and don't add cost to your effort.
Keep it up and many of us won't be hunting in this state This will all be more expensive. Leave it as bad as it is alone!
let applicants know of drawing results by July 4th
lets face it the hunting opportunities in this state dont compare to anywhere else so alot of people hunt out of state and would benefit from knowing if they 
were drawn earlier. not to mention when you get drawn for a once in a lifetime hunt you might need more than a month to prepare, gear, scouting, 
taxidermy research, finances.
Like other states. WOW!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! A great IDEA!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Look at montana why couldn't we have our permit drawings in march , this would allow for  vacation time and scouting if one should be lucky enough to 
draw a teg.
Look at Oregon's system. Do what they do.
look to oregon the way they do it
Make applications/reports online only! Washington is the slowest state in the west when it comes to permits. You would think being the PC/Microsoft State 
we would be able to improve turn around time.
Make it illegal to hunt BIG GAME!
make more changes = losing more hunters
make online pamphlet in feb  update online and publish in may
Make permit applications due by July 1 and hold the drawing a little later.
Make the application dead line in July and draw in early august
Make the pamphlet available by May 15, special permit applications due mid-July, and the drawing to take place in August.
make the pamphlet more user friendly. You need to take it to your lawyer to figure out what you can do and can't do. I get a headache just trying to figure 
out what you want us to do. My rough figures are that the game dept. makes over 5 million dollars on tags that never get used because your not drawn. In 
some stated your license money is returned if your not drawn, maybe we should consider that.
Make the regulations available by May 15 and the special permit due mid-June but make the draw results available my the end of June so people can plan 
there hunts.
Make the spring survey's winter surveys and get the regs out in a reasonable time for those applications that must be submitted in June.
Many other states have Jan-March applictions and results by March or April/May. Lets get with it Wash. so hunters can plan trips and vacations
March to May is two months, that takes way to long!!
modify your administrative calendar to "get er done".... use the "spring survey" for follow on years... duh.
MONTANA AND OTHER STATES PUBLISH REG'S AND PERMITS EARLY IN THE YEAR,WHY CAN'T WASH  GET UP TO SPEED WITH THE OTHER 
STATES?
montana does it?
More pamphlets published at more times is only going to cause more confusion. Leave this alone!
More time is needed to scout an area if you draw a permit.  If I get drawn for an archery elk permit, I have about a month to scout for it.  That is not enough 
time to learn the land and find a place to camp, find access points, and be able to prepare properly.
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Most orher western states get it done by March, why can't we.  It is very hard to properly budget and plan for a big hunt with as little as one month notice.
Most other states have figured out how to conduct thier draws by May so I would give them a call and find out how they do it.
Most other western states are able to get their pamphlets out months earlier than Washington. If they can do it, it is hard to understand why the WDFW 
can't despite your excuses.
most western states get the pamphlets much earlier than we do-- this is an ambarassment, lets get with the program!!
most western states have already held there drawings before we even get regs.
Move special permit application to be available in February.
Move the due date to mid-July, drawing to mid-August, keep the publication and survey dates the same.
Move the due dates by 30 days also the drawing dates
N/a
N/A
need the drawings done by June 1. this will give time for summer scouting for the September hunts.
need to get the pamplets out earlier. people have a hard time getting the information for permits on time due to the fact we don't get the pamphlets in a 
timely manner
No change
no change except hold the drawing within 5 days after the permit deadline
no change except permits are prior to choosing weapon choice
No change other than put the pamphlet out on the web site as soon as you send it off to the publisher.  There is no reason to not have it electronicly the day 
you send it off to the publisher because it shold have been proof read before sending to pulisher.
No Change.
No change. Plus, have June 15th as deadline, no excuses if you forget to apply or if the system is down. Have drawing on June 30th with faster notifications 
sent out.
NO MORE GUIDES AND PAMPHLETS TO READ! We've got enough to take in without adding another level of complexity.
No pamphlets, no permits.  Think of the money saved just on printing!
Not sure how other states are able to accomplish it in their states.  Results in July give people very limited amounts of time to consider scouting and 
preparing for their quary!
Of the nine western states in which I apply for controlled hunt permits Washington is dead last in getting out their draw results.  Talk to other states 
especially Nevada, Idaho and Colorado about this and other issues.
OK you guys have an idea in February,  Make up your mind and get it all published by March!
Once again, look to Oregon for an example.
one deer season, one elk season, one bear season, etc.
Only change permit application and drawing dates.  Move them to July and August.
Only one pamphlet is needed. It would be better to publish it in Dec/Jan and include all of the permits available for that year.

Or instead of a seperate pamphlet in May, save some money on paper and just make the May pamphlet available on line. We do our permits online now.
Oregon and Idaho gets their game laws out early. How do they get this done? Do they not have special permit hunts? Are their permit applications due later 
in the year?
Oregon has a excellent system and the hunters there are happy. go take a look and see how they do it.
Other states as a rule will have their special apps out and available early with the results coming in before our apps are even due! They probably run their 
hunts on surveys taken the year before giving them the early start. If we did this we might get even more money from a number of hunters who go out of 
state now because of the early planning needed for hunting vacations.
Other states do there surveys in Feb and get there permits issued in June. Why are we so far behind
Permit applications should be due  in July and drawn by  August 31st.
Permits are big and many people need time to plan with work and everything else in life the more time the better.  Earlier is better without a doubt alot of 
other states are way ahead of us.  The big problem is we shouldn't have to make drastic changes on a yearly basis unless a disaster occurs which 
demands immediate attention instead of bio's making there adjustments on a yearly level make them a longer term adjustment that's more cost effective 
and would allow for earlier results.
please  draw earlier.if a person finds out in the end of july(or early aug) they drew a once in a lifetime hunt that starts in sept ,that gives them  a month to 
scout.not nearly enough time.look around at any other western state to see when deadlines for draws should be.also quit extending the deadline like you 
have done in years past( i know ,longer deadline means more $$$$$)

Please adopt a process that allows coordination with Oregon's permit drawing results.  Typically Washington applications are due around June 18-20, but 
Oregon results are not published until June 30. I would like to see WA push application deadline back to first week in July with results posted by July 31.
Please do not change the process!  Any change in the process will surely result in a cost increases to the WDFW, which will be passed on to the hunters in 
the form of increased permit fees.
Please make a change in this area.  Waiting until mid July to find out about special permit draws makes it very difficult to plan vacation time to allow for the 
hunting.
Print them early and use last years permit numbers.  Then issue the caveat that the current year numbers will be established after the Spring Surveys.  
Don't waste money with a big printing of the final established numbers.  Have them posted on-line and have all vendors post them in their stores.
Process applications in order of season Archery, Muzzleloader, Modern Firearm, so that notification can be sent earlier for archery permit applicants, since 
they are first in the field to allow additional time for planning and scouting.
provide a combination of the above publications ONLINE so we as permit applicants can have an idea of season dates sooner since we may have to take 
work off if we are drawn. This will also diminish the need for paper copies in stores that go to waste.  keep the season application dates the same. This 
online method will also allow for updates to be kept current.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a 
wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Publish a general season pamphlet in February without permit levels. Permit applications  would be due in March and the drawing held by April 20th after 
the Fish and Wildlife Commision  adopts the permit levels. Other States have earlier drawings and we can to. Many of us (Hunters)  Have to plan our 
Vacations at least 6 months in advance. Even this is cutting it down to the   wire. We have families and want to make the best use of our precious vacation 
time.
Publish a general season pamplet in February on the Fish and Wildlife website.
Publish and release all in April.
PUBLISH AS IS.......DEADLING FOR APPS, EARY JULY, DRAWING LATE JULY.
publish available information on the web site ( season dates etc)
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Publish everyting early and hold the drawing early, more in line with what Montana does.  Whya re we so late and have less then a month to decide. Oh yah 
and get the drawing correct.
Publish general season, have permits #'s available on line only.
Publish regular pamphlet early with previous years applicant #'s, and previous years permit #'s only
Publish regulations in January and hold drawings in February or March.  Census surveys in the aggregate have a negligible impact on interannual hunting 
regulations and special hunts.  They sometimes liberlize special hunts, but rarely restrict them.  There could be a second drawing to address any population 
control or problem herds.  Emergency closures could be implimented if the census #'s showed significant decline in a certain herd.  The majority of other 
western states develop their regulations and conduct their drawings significantly sooner than Washington.
Publish special permit numbers online May 1st and keep all other dates the same.
Publish the book in Washington
Publish the general season pamphlet online in February and add the special permit information as it becomes available then publish the "hard" copy in May 
as is current practice.
Publish the pamphlet in January. Put permit levels on the web and post them in areas where people purchase licenses. Save the trees. Here we can help 
the tree huggers!
Publishing an extra pamphlet would pull extra funds from an already tight budget.
push back the due date to mid july.   Get the pamphlets out May 1, no reason to wait til the 15th.
Put out a pamphlet with the estimated permit levels in February and the drawing in May. As in most all other states permit levels could be ajusted after the 
spring survey.
Putting out the general seasons will help some people schedule time off. The ealier the permit levels are established the better.
Quit managing "year-to-year".  Doing so is too granular.  Establish reasonable, initial permit levels for each of the game management units/areas, then 
adjust accordingly a year in advance after the March surveys have been concluded.  This method necessitates a one-time period during which the game 
populations will be left to chance and mother nature.
Science and reviewed decisions should take precendence.
Seems reasonable.
Set a special permit application date and leave it alone, you change the date every year, you ever wonder why the system fails on the last day of the permit 
application period?  Lowland lakes opens every year on the same Saturday, Deer usually opens on the 2nd Saturday of Oct.,  Grouse opens the same date 
every year, hunters remember these dates.
Set back the due date to Mid July for special permit applications.
Set estimated tag numbers in in febuary pamplet. Then set actual tag numbers before the drawing. They don't seem to change alot most years. Oregon 
follows this system.
Set permit levels two years in advance and cancel hunts in emergency situations only.
set the permit seasons at the levels from the year before and make any emergeance ajustment in the drawing in april
shoot for permit applications being due by Mid May and the drawing held then
SHOW A LITTLE EFFICIENCY... I KNOW THIS IS NEAR IMPOSSIBLE IN SUCH A WELL RUSTED AND ARCHANE SYSTEM AS WE HAVE IN 
OLYMPIA, BUT FOR ONCE JUST TRY, FIRE ALL THE DEAD WOOD LIFERS AND GET THE SYSTEM WORKING AGAIN ( OH I FORGOT THIS IS 
WASHINGTON STATE INEFFICIENCY RULES)
Since there is great cost involved in this process, how about publishing the general season pamphlet in Febrary and then making permit applications only 
on-line later.
Some info, like the master hunter program loses people because by the time regs currently come out, it is too late. I would appreciate an earlier set of regs 
to know how to start the year. At least email updates for classes and special programs and hunts.
something needs to be done, way too late to be notified in mid july that you drew a tag, people have jobs and families to consider. other western states dont 
have this issue
Something needs to be done. Oregon can do it, why can't WA?
Something really needs to be changed.  Other states dont seem to have this problem, so why cant we base "our" system off of an already in active 
program.
special permit drawing needs to be held earlier
Speed the procees of analyzing spring survey results.
speed up your permit numbers like the other states game agency's and hold the draw in May and report drawing results in a timely manner with a locked 
down date, not some random date and change it every year.
start moving the dates up sooner, next year start the process 2 or 3 weeks sooner and keep doing it till you reach an april deadline. and hire someone who 
knows what they are doing... multi season draw for elk was a joke!!! fire all !!!!!!
Surveys are not accurate at all
Take a lesson from Oregon or Montana.  every year I get special drawing results from these states before the application period closes in Washington.
Take a look at how other western states do it. Wyoming does elk in January, many others in march and april.   At least May is better than July.
TALK TO MONTANA..............THEY DO IT
tell the whiners to wait
Tell them to deal with it!!
Tell them to stop crying there is plenty of time in the system to get your choices in. the permit levels don't typically change that drastically that you can get a 
general idea of what will be available from year to year.
That sounds like addtional costs if having to publish more than one document.  With the budgets the way they are and this is really not any kind of show 
stopper I think we can live with the way things are.  I'd love to see the pamphlet earlier but it doesn't do me any good if I don't know when I will be hunting 
(special permit apps?).
The application process is all done by computer now, there are no paper applications, there is no reason that it should take as long to draw the permits. 
Since it is all computerized the drawing should be done within two weeks after the application process closes. Make the application process last only two 
weeks this should be ample time for everyone to get their applications done.
The current timing requires the applicant to stay on top of things, but it's not bad.
The earlier the better. Turkey needs to be earlier also.
The earlier the drawings the easier it would be for hunters to schedule vacation.
The first statement is a lie! In 2008 the pamphlet did not get to hunters until after June 1! It is so hard to figure out the Washington pamphlet hunters need 
more time! The pamphlets should be out by April 15 and the hunters should have until June 1 to put in for their choices! The drawings should be done by 
June 15 so the hunters can plan for vacations and time off . Drawings can be done as you go. Set deadlines and then draw a quarter of the permits by that 
date. Do the same thing again for the next batch of drawings! An expample, if hunters put in by May 1 draw up to 25% of the harvest quota. Between May 1 
and May 15 another batch of 25%  and so on.
The more time needed to get the quta set right the better.

Page 212



Issue 17-Pamphlet
The reason we want to know hunting dates earlier is because many people must chose vacation dates by Feb or Mar.  Waiting until May to find out hunting 
dates, especially if not as expected, causes problems.

The special permit drawings are too late. People can't plan vacation time, work requirements etc... Have the permits printed up on line by March 31st, 
Drawing held on April 20th, Applicants notified by April 30th.  Let's not think of the resaons why we can't do this but instead, how can we improve this 
process.  The hunting public is the customer, without us the states widllife loses. Let's get out of the policatal process, themind set of it's always been done 
this way and start thinking out of the box in this state. Wildlife and wild lands are a terrific asset, let's improve the quality and the outdoor experinces while 
appling common sense to the process of special permits, quality vs quantity, controlling the cougar, bear populations and new wolf issue.
Ther is no reason you can't complete the surveys before March. Do them the year before and use that number. Your numbers are never very accurate 
anyway.
There are often a few tweaks to the general seasons at the April Fish and Wildlife Commission meeting. I think it would be detrimental to publish 
information in February that is changed in April. Better to wait until May when the final, correct, information can be published without muddy the waters with 
early incorrect information.
There is no problem with the way it is done now and those that are too lazy to get their applications in with a month's notice - tough turkey!
There is plenty of time to plan with the current system.
There isn't a problem with it now. People that are serious about hunting know that you have the permit process the same time every year.
This needs to be changed. For instance I archery hunt washington and have 12 points for elk. I would like to apply for a eastern tag but I don't want to hunt 
the east side if I don't draw the hunt I want. When a person waits 12+ years it is unbelievable that after waiting that long you only get a month or 2 to plan 
your hunt, scout, and plan the time off work.
This state is loosing big business on all wildlife activities on just this issue. Please look at what at least a half a dozen western states are doing and model 
after them. It is not rockt science. Many hunters, including myself, hunt other states because we must plan our vacations early and make plans. You have 
to figure out a way to match other states on time frame. Winter kill and spring surveys really only affect a small part of the state. Item A. seems like a good 
first step. We can all look on-line to see the final permit options.
This state system makes if very hard for some one to get leave from work approved with such a short notice on which season you get to hunt.  Many other 
states you know the results of your drawing by mid May.
TO COSTLY TO WDFW LEAVE IT ALONE.
To make everyone's life easier all hunting and fishing licenses should start on January 1st and expire on December 31st. Doing things in the middle of the 
year is confusing and unnecessary. Make all applications due early spring and pamphlets available by Feb 1st.
Too many special permits anyway, go back to "either-sex" hunts in lieu.
Use previous year surveys for data and publish the regs in Feb
Use the previous years levels to make out the permit quotas and publish in January, allowing hunters time to make plans for a hunt that they have been 
drawn for.
Use the regulations from the previous year.This would allow flexibility in setting app. and drawing dates.This system is used in Idaho,hunters seem to like 
it,as they can develop hunting plans a year in advance. Seek feedback from Idaho fish and game.
USE THE SURVEY RESULTS FROM THE PREVIOUS YEAR TO ESTABLISH THE PERMIT LEVELS. THIS WAY YOU COULD PUBLISH THE 
PAMPHLET EARLY AT THE BEGINING OF THE YEAR. OR JUST LEAVE IT THE WAY IT IS AND HAVE GENERAL HUNTING SEASONS AND RULES 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE SO THAT PEOPLE WHO DON'T DEPEND ON DRAWING PERMITS CAN AT LEAST SCHEDULE VACATION AND 
GET PLANS MADE
USE THE SURVEYS FROM THE PREVIOUS YEAR. NO WAY IT CAN CHANGE THAT MUCH IN ONE YEAR
Use year old data to develop permit levels and get regulations and permit levels out by February
WA Draws there permit way to late any improvement on a July draw would be great.  The drawing should be in January preferrably.
We are the only state that can get is game pamphlet out, earlier and special permit, how can that be.
We can just be a little bit more organized as hunters and have a good idea what we want to put in for from last years pamphlet...
We should know like most other Western Sates what the seasons will be, befor the end of the year for the following year!!!!  The "09" season pamphlet 
should be ready in December of "08".  Your so called Spring surveys don't mean crap because the pamphlet does not change!
We want faster and more accurate (meaning no goof ups on drawing results) results on our Special Permit drawings.
Well your talking alot of expense for all that printing boys and girls....Seems fairly certian that most states have an idea of "sping" counts..move it up...May 
is to late....follow Oregon and or Idaho...
We're requesting an earlier publishing date because the license expires at the end of March.  We're being asked to buy a license with only a general idea of 
what the seasons look like.  The current publishing date of May is fine, just change the license year to June 1 to May 31...........2 weeks after the regulations 
are issued.
what about publishing the data on line at the earliest date possible  and then publish the pamlet at the usual time
what state are you talking about? May 15 you are joking right? I check 3 to 4 sportsshops every year, and you cannot find a hunting pamphlet untell 
sometime in june,at least in king co.
What takes so long to issue the draw results on the internet? Find a vendor that doesn't constantly mess up the drawing results and that can provide a 
quick turnaround from draw deadline to posting results. Remember WDFW is the "customer" and in real world business, if the customer isn't getting the 
results needed, they find a new supplier or vendor. Please find a reliable source to conduct the drawings. This has been one of the biggest issues and 
gripes heard from the people I come across.
Which solution costs the least??? I don't want to have to pay for two publications per year.....
Why are other states able to accomplish the impossible? They have the same weather, hunter sucess and animal numbers  yet the permits and notification 
is at least a month or more before our numbers are even available. Would a possible solution be to base the number of permits off of last years permits? 
Isnt this what the hunter reports are for?
Why are the laws so complicated that even the game wardens cannot answer questions about hunting and fishing.  It hasn't been that many years since the 
laws were a double-sided phamplet.
Why cant the pamphlet/seasons be published in December, and the drawings held EARLY, so folks can schedule/plan vacations.  Other states can do this, 
why not Washington???
why can't the spring surveys be conducted earlier, so the pamphlet could be out sooner.
Why can't we get the regulations early and have our drawings in April or May so succesfull hunters can arrange time to get vacations and scout areas. Why 
not publish the number of availiable permits from last year for a guidline then draw early and just keep a list for each hunt of the order people were drawn. 
When the spring surveys are in you already have your names ready and can give as many permits out as the spring survey allows.
why do other state have their pamplets together maybe you should look to them for ideas
why don't you do your surveys in February, this seems like a no brainer to me!!!
Why is it other states can do it in Feb and assign permit levels?  When does Wyoming do their survey?  It is difficult to plan your fall hunting trips when you 
don't know until July if you were successful.
Why not just post it online instead of having to publish it twice, do one version that is online and the final version you print and publish.
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Why not just tell people to get a grip, and quit whining.
would like information earlier and application later
You can't get the system right now, why add to the confusion?
You just said you can't get the permit levels in the pamphlet sooner than you already do. We cannot make an educated decision about what hunts we want 
to put in for and the order of the hunt choices without the permit levels being in the pamphlet. The pamphlets are not any good without the permit levels in 
them. Someone at the WDFW should be very embarrassed to even suggest A and B above. They would just anger more people and cost us all more 
money. Who is paid to make decisions down there? Start earning your pay.
You should ,by now, have a good idea whats what as reguard to these permits. The area I hunt the nos. have not changed in years. so just put the no of 
permits out as early march. By the way no change in permits in my area for years and the hunting still gets worse every year. maybe change something 
once in awhile it just might be a change for the better.
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Additional Comments - Bear
Bears baiting and hound hunting should be allowed but strictly controlled with a no more than 2 week season.
Legalize bear wrestling.
more spring bear permits for Blues there are plenty of bears in the Blue mountains, maybe even too many
SHould be able to take 2 bears on either side of the mountains.  Not 1 in the east and 1 in the west
Target problem areas and allow Bear bating and/or dogs to control overpopulation
open to two bear limit statewide
Open unit 113 for spring black bear. Allow bear baiting again.
Add spring season hunt for all Westside hunters.  The ability to take a second bear now indicates a strong population and we should open most units for a 30 
day early spring bear hunt to over the counter or large quantity permits.
Allow electronic calls
Definitely require a valid deer or elk permit in hand for bear hunters during deer and elk season!!!
Give out a permit with the purchase of a deer and elk tag to controil the population
If you don't allow us to bait bear again, please transplant all of the black bear and grizzly bear from unit 113 and 117 to King County and let them pet the pretty 
bears. Watch how fast baiting will be allowed again! It is easy to make a decision about something when it doesn't directly effect you. Baiting is VERY HARD 
and meticilious work. I have done it for years and it is not easy. It takes a tremendous amount of patience, energy and willpower to do it. PLEASE ALLOW 
BEAR BAITING AGAIN!
2 fucking words. Spring an DOGS
ALLOW FOR LONGER SEASONS ESPECIALLY IN THE SPRING
More hound hunting oportunity on the west side!!
More spring bear hunts.  Work with industrial timberland owners to provide more opportunities.
Allow bait.
allow dogs
allow hound hunting for bear in any sheep unit.  allow baiting bear state wide
and you can catch and remove troubled bears
Baiting and dogs should allowed.
Dogs should be allowed.
longer season in eastern washington
More westside spring bear opportunities
Open more spring bear hunts up.
Same comment applied to cougar comment. The Wash. F&W has not been proactive in returning the provision of hunting bears over bait or with hounds. We 
are starting to see the problem of more human/bear interactions. Oh, I forgot my experience in the fish and wildlife profession: you manage the politics not the 
wildlife. Sorry how stupid of me to forget.
Should be able to hunt any legal way and be able to hunt the whole state...what even legal way to fill your tag
still have no dogs but allow bait.
the law that addresses bear baiting and cougar hound hunting should be put to vote again seperately like it was supposed to be in the first place
There are not enough West side spring Bear opertunities.
There should be open season on grizzly bear in any GMU area.
We late seaon smokepole hunt for elk, but the dear season ends with the rifle hunters. I would like to chance to havest a bear late season (even if there isn't 
any)
Year round open for handicap hunters. it really sucks to be handicapped and love to hunt
''
Aallow more days for early bear season.
allow bait but not dogs.
allow baiting for bear
ALLOW BAITING FOR BEAR
Allow Bear Baiting.
Allow some limited baiting.
Allow spring bear hunting season in portion of Game Mgt Unit #510 (Mineral TF) that are designated as the hunt area by HFM, in order to help control bear 
damage (peeling) to conifer crop trees in managed stands.  Need to allocate the draw to 50 hunters and/or increase the bag limit to 2 bears.   General public 
hunting opportunities remain limited to August 1 â€“ November 15.  Spring bear damage to crop trees remains at unacceptably high levels, reduced future 
timber values and revenue to landowner, costs and scope of supplemental feeding program increase, additional requests for depredation hunts, higher costs 
incurred by landowner for depredation hunts, increased potential for public awareness, and management of bear populations in a reactive manner.  Currently 
the actual number of hunters participating and the success ratio are insufficient to meet the landowner objective of reducing stand damage.
An additional spring bear permit for Weyerhaeuser lands in SW Wash. might be a good idea. There are plenty of bear and they kill plenty of trees.
baiting should be legal
Bring back the allowance of baiting bears especially in urban areas where bears are becoming problematic.
Bring baiting back for bear.
congregated scents should be allowed, definitions need to change to allow scenting versus baiting.
Given the bear increase and the number of human bear conflicts lately, is it time for WDFW to test the waters on limited baiting for suburban bear with limited 
distance weapons?
Have seminars related to safety with bears when hunting deer or elk.

Page 215



Additional-Bear

I like the fact that you can't hunt bears with hounds due to the increased population
I want to be able to bait bear again !
Keep it simple. That it won't cost so damn much.
More spring bear seasons to address timber damage.  Do not give timber company's kill permits if their roads are closed to bear hunters during general fall bear 
season.
MORE SPRING BEAR UNIT OPEN
Open bear on the same as grouse for the entire eastern halve of the state.
Open bear season in gmu's 113 and 117 earlier for rifle hunters.
Open the season for NE Washington on August 1, like the rest of the state.
Problem bears are almost always the result of poor human housekeeping.  Initiate a more intense outreach effort to try to get the public to understand that they 
share the land with these animals and that they can eliminate problems by keeping the lid tight on their garbage can!
should be allowed to be hunted with bait.  this way a hunter should pick out bore rather than sow
Why not have one opening date statewide instead of the format we have now, and let us bait bears. The harvest would be more selective with bait than random 
shooting of bears.
with dogs you will not loose the bear
Year round season?? Especially in the Colockum unit
A legal muzzleloader should be a "legal" hunting weapon throughout the published Bear Season dates.
Allow archery hunters to pack sidearms during fall archery hunts.
allow bait
Allow bait hunting for bears.
allow baiting
allow baiting
Allow baiting
ALLOW BAITING AGAIN OR HUNTING WITH DOGS
Allow baiting and hound hunting.
allow baiting during archery season
Allow baiting for bear.
allow baiting for bears
allow baiting not dogs
Allow baiting of bears or re-issue dog hunting permits....
allow baiting.  Numbers in Stevens county are very high.
ALLOW BATING BY PERMIT AND THE USE OF DOGS BY PERMIT
allow bear baiting again
Allow bear baiting in odd years
Allow Dog Hunting
allow dogs for hunting or bait
Allow Hound Hunting as the Bear Population is out of control.
ALLOW SOME BAITING TO HELP CONTROL THE GROWING POPULATIONS
allow state wide hunting with dogs
Allow the use of Hound Dogs to pursue and harvest bear.
Allow use of licensed ATVs on state roads and all forrest service roads (motorcycles already allowed...licensed ATVs with motorcycle license, turn signals, etc. 
should also be allowed).
Bait and hound them to reduce numbers by permit.
bait hunting should be brought back.
Bait should be allowed so there are not so many cubs without mothers, cubs come with the mothers to bait so they are not killed by boars. Free roaming 
females are getting killed because the cubs are wondering away from them.
baiting by permit only
Baiting is OK, It takes a lot of time and effort, and not many people are going to do it.
baiting only by special drawing
Bear is hard animal to hunt....mostly nocturnal.....any opportunity is best...keep it open with deer and elk with all season...same with cougar.
Bear season in the Blue Mountains should be open August 1 on private property only to avoid any Labor Day conflicts in State or Federal camping areas then 
the general season to open tuesday after labor day as it is now
Bears are primarily nocturnal. There has to be a way to be able to hunt them. Bears are very hard animals to call in with a predator call. This state needs to 
allow the use of bait or dogs to hunt them. Not both, just one or the other.
Bring back baiting of bears.
bring back the dogs
Bring back the use of bait maybe for just a month of the season
brings back dogs and baiting
Consider the use of bait
Crack down on baiting in GMU 615.
Create a general spring seasons.  Consider baiting permits.

Page 216



Additional-Bear

Eliminate spring bear hunting ... Sows with cubs are killed and left to rot in the woods ..
Expand the spring bear hunting oppurtunities
Fight to allow baiting for bears.  I belive this would be a solution to the over population.
go back to baiting but no dogs.
Have spring hunts in the willapa hills and williams creek units.  There would be a definite increase in special permit purchases and would interest many different 
types of people who otherwise would not get an opportunity to get a bear in their local area.
hunting bears over bait should be legal for archery hunter with a baiting permit
I would like to see baiting bear permits given out.
I would like to see the bear season not to be during the deer and elk seasons.
I would like to see the return of both hound hunting and baiting for bear.
I'm sick of all the talk about bear problems bring back baiting.
In light of the concerns about more bears due to lack of Hound hunting and no baiting, is there any reason to not run bear season clear through all the deer and 
elk seasons.   Including late seasons.
It's time to allow bear and cougar hunters to use dogs.
LEGAL TO BAIT
more spring permit's for youth
Need more spring bear hunts in Western Washington. Instead of allowing timberland damage hunts
no bear hunting in units open to permit entry elk hunts
No bears in Whitman county.
Open bear hunting with use of baiting and dogs (hounds).
open bear season in july on the west  side
Open the NE up back to the 1 Aug opening.
opening bear on Aug 1 st again in the NE WA units again
Please do not change the Bear and Cougar hunts to be excluded during Elk and Deer hunts.  My group enjoys these hunts and allows us to hunt more than one 
species at a time.  Muzzle loaders opportunities are so limited now comparatively it seems more unfair to further reduce or options.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Allow hound hunting and baiting.Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are 
vetrans, bound to a wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Re-instate baiting.  It was taken away from us through an unconstitutional initiative.
Restrict non resident oppurtunities
see above
Set the closing date for Bear Season to 11/30 each year
SINCE THE BAITING OF BEAR AND HUNTING WITH HOUNDS HAS BEEN BANNED I BELIEVE THAT THE GAME DEPT. HAS BEEN PAYING HOUND 
HUNTERS TO GET RID OF PROBLEM BEAR. THIS COULD BE A VERY GOOD SOURCE OF REVENUE FOR THE WDFW IF THEY WERE TO GIVE OUT 
SPECIAL PERMITS TO HUNTERS FOR A FEE AND THE HUNTERS COULD HIRE A HOUND HUNTER UNDER CONTRACT OR SELECTED BY THE 
GAME DEPT TO HUNT THE PROBLEM BEAR IN PREDETERMINED AREAS.
Spring bear hunts without permits in game units 100-124. We have WAY to many bears here.
the general bear season should run from Sept 1 thru the end of the late buck hunt Nov 19
There were many bears in unit 105 kelly hill this spring while turkey hunting (including a grizzley sow with 2 cubs). The spring bear tags should be doubled.
We need to allow baiting, atleast on private land. We also need to bring back the use of hounds without a permit.
WESTSIDE ALL GAME UNITS MORE SPING BEAR HUNTING
What a waste of a magnificant scare animal. Should be protected.
with dogs you can tell what size what sex and if there are any cubs
Would like to see Spring baiting seasons allowed
You should be able to bait bear.
Allow baiting
allow baiting
allow baiting
Allow baiting again to manage growing numbers of bears and reduce their mortality on deer and elk.
Allow baiting again with the requirement to clean up your bait area after the season.  Must use appropriate equipement for the season. Archery equipement 
during archery season, black powder during muzzleloader season, etc..
Allow baiting again.
allow baiting and hound hunting or else face human casualities in the future as they overpopulate
Allow baiting and hound hunting. The current law was unconstitutional because it listed 2 diiferent types of selections on one initiative which has been proven 
unconstitutional by the courts
Allow baiting for a portion of black bear season.
Allow baiting for bears in some areas where populations are high or damage control is necessary.
Allow Baiting of Bears
Allow baiting! even if a permit is required.
Allow baiting, and hounding again!!!!!
Allow baiting.
Allow baiting/hounds again and expand spring season if possible
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Allow for permit only baiting for areas with bear problems or near urban areas.
Allow hunters to continue to hunt for bear during modern deer/elk season, if not open the season earlier in southeastern washington or extend the season. Dont 
punshish hunters by taking their seasons away. I know that when I was archery hunting I had no other family member hunting archery they all modern hunt. 
This allowed me time to be with family members and enjoy our time afield
Allow hunting with multiple dogs.
allow persuit hunting with dogs, they are animals also and should be allowed to do what they are breed to do.
allow spring bear hunting for all tag holders in areas with high bear populations

Allow spring bear hunting season in portion of Game Mgt Unit # 654-Kapowsin Tree Farm that are designated as the hunt area by HFM, in order to help control 
bear damage (peeling) to conifer crop trees in managed stands.  Need to increase the draw to 250 hunters and/or increase the bag limit to 2 bears.    General 
public hunting opportunities remain limited to August 1 â€“ November 15.  Spring bear damage to crop trees remains at unacceptably high levels, reduced 
future timber values and revenue to landowner, costs and scope of supplemental feeding program increase, additional requests for depredation hunts, higher 
costs incurred by landowner for depredation hunts, increased potential for public awareness, and management of bear populations in a reactive manner.  
Currently the actual number of hunters participating and the success ratio are insufficient to meet the landowner objective of reducing stand damage.
Allow the return of hunting with hounds durin non normal hunting seasons.
Allow the use of baiting again to keep the numbers in check.
Allow the use of dogs and baiting of bear in all state GMU's, allow the bear season to overlap with deer and elk season.
allow the use of hounds for hunting bear statewide
Allow the use of synthetic lure attractants for bear.
At this time I have a general intrest in bear population managemet and hunting opportunities. I know that a great deal of information is gathered on the Deer/Elk 
but I would like more information on bear populations. I would also like to re-address the issue of controlled baiting (within parrameters established by WDFW) 
that increases harvest opportunities, however only if population management quotas are on the rise.
bait and hounds should be used
Bait should be allowed
Baiting for bear is not hunting. It's feeding a bear in order to shoot it in the butt. Prohibit bear baiting.
Baiting in areas is not bad
Baiting of bear is the most ethical way of hunting them in the SW of the state other than using dogs. Baiting of bears you can tell if it is a boar or a sow. I now as 
a avid hunter I would feel like crap if i shot a sow with cubs.
Baiting please
Baiting should be allowed during archery season.
Baiting should be allowed.
Baiting should be legal.
Bans on baiting and hound hunting of bears should continue to be supported by the WDFW.
be allowed to bait bear
Bear and cougar hunting should include legal use of houds AND bait. Canada provinces have a high success rate for the taking of mature bears over bait. Bait 
allows the hunter to see the animal, make a much more effective choice in determining the size and condition of the bear, and also makes for a better, faster 
kill.
Bear baiting and trained qualified hounds should be allowed as a way of damage control and population control of black and brown bears.
bear baiting should be allowed to be practiced, at the very least, with some guidlines and provisions. registering a bait station and making sure it is at least a 
quarter mile off of a road.
Bear hunting with the use of hounds and bait should be allowed again.  Timber industries use bait and hired hound hunters to control populations of bears that 
are damaging trees.  Let the hunters that pay for tags do this.
Bear season in NE Washington should close the same time as the late buck season.
bring back baiting so we can pick our bear before we shoot one we don not want. i have almost shot sows with cubs and 3 years ago i shot a yearling because i 
did not have the time i needed to judge him. it was a bad idea by the liberals to pass the law. we voted down license tabs fees and the kingdom but we still got 
it,,, so why not bear baiting?
Bring back baiting.
Bring back hound hunting
Bring back hounds and bait.
close only spring to bear hunting and allow dogs again
Do not allow timber companies and other private land owners to hire hound hunters, use snares or bait to control bear populations.  Instead, create additional 
spring special permit hunts where those entities allow public access to their lands for permit holders.  (As Rayonier does in Copalis.)
Fabulous animal that should never be killed when admiring them from afar is so much more enjoyable and satisfying.
Feeding of bear should be allowed for archery and muzzle loader seasons.
How is the state looking at opening spring bear permits and is there a possibility for having a general season spring bear hunt?
how many people shoot a bear and cant find it then go shoot another one
Hunting over bait and with hounds should be leagalized again.
HUNTING WITH BAIT AND DOGS SHOULD BE PERMITTED, ASK THE TIMBER COMPANY'S!
I believe baiting for bear and cougar should be reconsidered as an option. The amount of animals has greatly increased since the no hound hunting and baiting 
passed, and now all people do is complain cause these animals are in our back yards...what did they expect to happen? Let the state manage the herds...not 
the liberals.
I believe they should allow baiting bears as part of the general season or even a special season for baiting bears
I do think we to again allow the baiting of bears. alot of other states still allow this. Why does the western side dictate what we do on the eastern side. I there a 
way to allow this in the eastern side.
I think that Bear baiting should be legal.
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I think that the season should be open longer. If you can allow up to 2 bear tags, why not run a longer season in some units?
I would like to see baiting for bears again in problem areas like on the longbeach penisula instead of wasting valuble man hours moving them to only come back 
again.
I would like to see baitng bear inly in state land
If bear and/or cougar populations are high in GMU's, increase the hunter's ability to harvest one.
If we cannot use dogs, can't bait them, then let's open up more spring bear hunt opportuntities.
Keep the bear season open through the general elk season as I do my bear and elk hunting at the same time.
Leave the seasons Alone
legalize bait and hound hunting.
Legalize baiting statewide; at a minimum allow on public/private lands and/or in specific GMU's where bear populations need maintained.
longer season
More spring bear opportunity
More spring damage permits in Skagit county.
Need to bait bears
Need to bring back hound hunting
Open bait and hounds for bear and cougar and you will have higher fawn and calve survival rates. The amount of bears are increasing drastically. I have 
trailcams out and I am getting 5 different bears every set, and I am going for deer and elk.
Open bear baiting
Open bear on September 1st of the general archery season.
Open Bear season to archery hunters on the same day as early deer season in the northern gmu's. 101...
Open random GMU's for special spring bear applications in western Washington and close previously opened GMU's to be re-opened another year.
Open the general fall season to coinside with Labor Day weekend.  Give out more spring permits or allow a general spring season.
open up hounding for bear again. where i hunt they are getting out of control, and timber permits are only available to those with connections. if hounding was 
open for bear again the state would be making money off of it instead of spending money on the problem
Our bear populations are increasing.  We should establish a hound hunting season as well as open bear baiting.
Provisions for baiting in certain areas for depredation reasons. similiar to new hound hunting permits.
put to the vote to allow baiting of bear because people voted it out and people should be allowed to vote it back in
RE-INSTALL USE OF HOUND HUNTING AND BAITING
Same as above.
SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO HUNT WITH DOGS WITHOUT PERMIT AND DURING GENERAL SEASONS.
should be aloud to bait
sport hound and bait hunting
spring hunt open state wide all units
Stand firm on the prohibition for using dogs to hunt bear (same for cougar).
Start a program that allows hunters who help with bear plet feed stations in the spring to be able to bait for bear in the summer in designated areas with high 
conifer damage.
start and finish process to reverse current baiting/dog use law
take a good look at populations, and consider reinstating hound hunting permits, maybe even permt limited trapping or baiting
THE SPRING BEAR PERMITS HAVE REPLACED ALL OF THE "TIMBER DAMAGE HUNTS" IN MY AREA.  THE BOOT HUNTERS ARE NOT GOING TO BE 
EFFECTIVE IN ELIMINATING THE DAMAGE WITHOUT THE USE OF DOGS.  I FEEL THIS WAS I BAD IDEA AND WILL NOT WORK.  I ALSO FEEL THAT 
THE OLD WAY WAS NOT FAIR TO PEOPLE WHO OWNED DOGS.  THE TIMBER COMPANIES USED THE SAME PEOPLE EVERY YEAR AND DID NOT 
ALLOW A FAIR DISPERSAL OF PERMITS.  THE WDFW SHOULD BE MANAGING THE PERMIT SELECTION.
the state should open up a spring general season for west side for all west side units april 1 to june 15th
This state has a lot of black bear,but the truth is for a realitive few is it productive. The bear population increases every year causing conflicts with the 
population. Going back to allowing bait hunting or hunting with dogs increases population control. It also allows for an outfitter business to increase the visability 
of washington state as a place to go hunting. with a chance of success.
Use bait and hounds again.
Washington state has the highest black bear population of any of the lower 48 states and it is ridiculous that we can't bait them for hunting purposes.
Why not consider a special permit in a designated area for baiting bear(winner can t try again for 3yrs).There are areas in western washington where this is the 
only effective method.A cut and dry "no baiting policy"is extreme and after thirteen yrs I think we should look at some possible oppurtunities for the hunter.Bear 
are doing extremely well in this state,just ask the timber companies.
With bear populations on the rise and sightings becoming more regular possibly revisit hound hunting topics.
Would it be possible to bear bait by special application permits only?
Adopt a program similar to Alaska, which allows hunters to hunt over bait after passing a course.
all bear seasons should start AUGUST 1st
ALLOW A LIMITED TIME FOR BAITING
Allow bait hunting during all big game hunts
allow bait to be used
Allow Baiting
Allow baiting
Allow baiting
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Allow Baiting
ALLOW BAITING
ALLOW BAITING
ALLOW BAITING
allow baiting
allow baiting
Allow baiting !!!!!!!!
Allow baiting again to control the population. Don't let PAWS or PETA influence your decision to MANAGE game.
Allow baiting and dogs to hunt bear.
allow baiting and hound hunting for bear. there are more problem bear than ever before.
allow baiting and hounds
Allow baiting and hounds to increase harvest.
allow baiting and hunting with dogs
Allow baiting and more spring bear permits.

allow baiting and start season july15 no sows with cubs end baiting august 1 bait station must be marked posted  with doc number on tag any weapon choice
Allow baiting and use of hounds to control population and help the deer, elk, goat, sheep, and moose populations.
Allow baiting as dogs cannot be used anymore.
Allow baiting for bear.
Allow baiting for bear...
Allow baiting for bow hunting only
Allow baiting for for black bears statewide.
Allow baiting or some other reasonable means of harvesting bear.  I understand that the voters decided to make baiting bear illegal, but if there were some way 
to reverse this and base the regulation on common sense rather than non-hunters' emotions it would be nice.  If not baiting, then some other means of 
increasing the probability of harvesting a bear would be good.
Allow baiting to be used ONLY for succesfully drawn applicants for the special permit spring bear season.
Allow baiting!!
allow baiting!!!!!!!!
Allow bear baiting again.
Allow bear baiting statewide
Allow bear baiting to increase hunter odds and reduce the number of wounded animals.
Allow Dog hunting Please!
Allow dog/bait hunting
Allow hounds and baiting to be utilized to control population
allow hunting with dogs and bait
Allow late muzzle loader hunters the opportunity to harvest a bear during the late elk and deer season if they posses a valid un-notched deer or elk tag
Allow Master Hunters to bait in timber damage areas and allow them to kill their yearly quota (2) in a spring season. Dogs are allowed to chase cougars under 
permit by F&G..the same could be done for baiting bears.
Allow more spring bear hunts statewide
Allow spring bear hunting season in portion of Game Mgt Unit #460 -Snoqualmie Tree Farm in order to help control bear damage (peeling) to conifer crop trees 
in managed stands.  Need to draw  400 hunters and/or increase the bag limit to 2 bears.  General public hunting opportunities remain limited to August 1 â€“ 
November 15.  Spring bear damage to crop trees remains at unacceptably high levels, reduced future timber values and revenue to landowner, costs and scope 
of supplemental feeding program increase, additional requests for depredation hunts, higher costs incurred by landowner for depredation hunts, increased 
potential for public awareness, and management of bear populations in a reactive manner.
Allow Spring Bear special permits or short seasons in Western Washington.
allow state wide baiting
ALLOW THE BAITING AND USE OF HOUNDS TO HUNT BEAR
Allow the baiting of bears in Washington State. How many other states/countries allow hunters to bait bears???  Washington State is one of the few states to 
not allow bear baiting. Rediculous!! I/d rather see hunters killing bears by baiting them than see Wildlife Agents having to shoot them because there are so 
many and the bear are getting into problematic situations. You want the population of bears kept down, let hunters bait them.
Allow the use of hounds and bait for bear hunting again.
Allow the use of hounds and bait to increase harvest, espcially in areas where the deer and elk herds are not meeting population objectives.
allow to bait bear
Allowing baiting again.
are a proplem
bait should be allowed
Bait should be allowed...hunting with dogs should be allowed
Bait should be legal
Bait should be made legal to use.
Bait... hounds... any questions?
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Baiting allows for responsible harvest over opportunistic harvest design a baiting only unit with draw tags see how popular that would be i think it would rivarl 
your goat and sheep hunts.
Baiting and hounding bear should be allowed
baiting and runninng bear with hounds should be looked at again. With bear being ran by hounds, they are more aware of human and dogs, they will stay further 
away from housing developements, and people.  and will fear people again. Now bears come into neighborhoods raiding bird feeders, and have very little fear of 
humans.
baiting and the use of dogs should be legal state-wide for bear
Baiting Bear should be legal. More permits for Spring Bear across eastern Washington in every county.
Baiting for bear should be allowed.
Baiting for bear should be allowed.
Baiting for bear should be legalized for a short time of the fall season, and or more spring permits available in each GMU
Baiting for bear should be reintroduced, at least on private land. This way landowners could use baiting and hunters to control nusances on their property.
Baiting for bears shouldbe reinstated. Elk and deer populations would bounce back. You could make it a drawing and raise money from the applications.
baiting needs to be put back into place
Baiting should be allowed
baiting should be allowed by a permit prossess a class on acceptable methods should be required and an inspection of the bait sight done on a random basis 
more money for the department and less problems
Baiting should be allowed in areas with supporting game populations or problem levels.
Baiting should be allowed on private land with bear damage.
baiting should be leagal
baiting should be leagel
Baiting should be legal by permit, and hound permits should be available
Baiting with restrictions to natuaral foods, distance from water, and limit to master hunter graduates, statewide.
Baiting/hound hunting should be completely re-introduced.  (With serious restrictions as to how/where to decrease the possibility of being noticed by non-
hunters) Or possibly consider making it legal to use electronic calls. Increase spring season..atleast in heavy timber damage areas.

Baititng should be re established.  Not only for opportunity but selection.  Too many orphans are seen in the forrest.  How many sows are harvested vice Boars?
bear are being take buy hired or volunter hound hunters why not use this as a source of revinue and sell or raffle of hunts that would allow baiting in problem 
areas to releave this problem
Bear baiting needs to legal.
Bear baiting should be allowed for those hunters who get drawn for a special bear permits. For those areas that are having problems with bear population, but 
all rules stay the same for those who dont get drawn for the special bear permits.
bear should be baited
Bear should be opened for baiting for handicap hunters.
Bears should be able to be baited, especially for primative weapons and there should be a season during the fawn and calf drop.
bring back baiting
bring back baiting
BRING BACK BAITING!
Bring back baiting, predation is hurting our deer & elk populations
Bring back baiting. It is the best way to allow a hunter to be selective on boars, and it allows for much cleaner kills on the animal.
bring back being able to bait for bear.
Bring back dogs
bring back dogs
Bring back hound and baiting! These animals cant effectively be hunted without these techniques. There is no logic for their ban!
Bring back hound hunting and reduce the number of bears coming into populater areas.
Bring back hound hunting for bear.
Could there be a special permit baiting season.  Maybe in problem areas.  Alot of hunters on the westside would pay to have a chance at some of these bears 
that are problems, when the department is paying out to have them trapped and relocated.  Lets turn it into additional income.  I'm not saying hunt in houseing 
devolopments but in the outskirts of towns.
Create more opportunities for Spring bear hunts in the Okanogan.  Permit only OK.  There are getting to be too many.
Do away with the bans on baiting and dogs for bear hunting !
do to the population of bears in SE wash. we need to baut bear to reduce the populations
dogs and bait should be permitted
Dogs and baiting should be allowed.
EASTERN WASH. BEAR SEASONS ARE ALL OVER THE CALENDAR, WHY CAN'T THE DEPARTMENT START ALL EASTERN WASH. ON AUGUST 1, 
LIKE UNIT 124. WE ARE NOT ALLOWED TO BAIT OR USE HOUNDS SO BEAR SIGHTINGS ARE PRIMARILY BY CHANCE WHY NOT OPEN THEM ALL 
AT THE SAME EARLY OPENER.
eastside bear hunting opening on august,1 in all gmu's
Establish a spring bear hunt in unit 181.  There is a strong bear population and no spring season.
Expand spring black bear permit hunts in Western Washington.  Specifically, a spring hunt is needed in GMU 615 and possibly GMU 658.
find a way to bring back hound hunting to control problem bear populations or change the regulations to allow baiting to control populations
General spring in problem areas, valid deer + elk tags on person those seasons
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Go back to baiting.
Have a general bear season in the 100 units. We have way too many bears here.
Hound hunting is a good option for bear hunting...let's try and revive it?
Hound hunting should be legal for bear. Why hire professional hunters when the populace will pay to do it. Let's get smart and trade negative cashflow for 
positive.
Hounds and Bait needed.
How about establishing spring bear hunting using sound scientific reasoning instead of ballot box biology. The bear population is extremely healthy and the 
pluses to do so far outweigh the minuses.
how bout hound hunting?
How can we get baiting back as a option to hunt bears?
Hunting Bear with a bow you should be able to carry a side arm.
hunting over bait should be legal
I believe baiting for bears should be reopened and sells on bear tags would increase I will not be buying a bear tag anymore our terrians make it nearly 
impossible to spot and stock bear . You could offer a class on proper way to bait bear to help boost state funds
I feel it is unfair not to be permitted to bait bear same as for deer and elk.
I feel that it should be leagal to bait bear, for I feel that it was taken away on the same ticket as houds, and it should have been seperate
I have run into more and more bears since hound hunting has stopped.  It is becoming more dangerous as the number of bears increase,  all the instances i 
have had the bears backed down, but i have not run across cubs yet.
I strongly believe bear baiting should be allowed, or allow special permitt  baiting duing spring boot hunts. hunters would gladly pay for this option and harvest 
results would increase. require hunters to register bait sites and locations.
I support more hound hunts.
I think it all comes down to better management on both sides of the fence not just one side.
I think that baiting for bears should be considered. The populations are really growing. I have hunted bears for years and have only been successful once. I 
think we need to allow baiting to get the numbers down.
I think that baiting should be allowed for bear hunting.  I feel that with the increased numbers statewide baiting not only allows you to be more selective but also 
lets you target certain areas that may have a need for damage control hunts.
I think you should have a state-wide permit to allowed to hunt bears with hounds.
I would like to see the biologists come up with a way to show the need for harvesting more bear and we all know the only way to effectively harvest boars is 
either with hounds or over bait.  These two methods have been tried and true methods for hundreds of years and then when the anti hunting whackos showed a 
couple of illegal hound hunts for bear to the idiot voters of King county 99% of whom have never set foot in the woods and convinced the non hunters into 
becoming against these humane and in reality, the only effective way to harvest bear and cougar methods.  The dept. really did not stick up for these methods.  
Wildlife should be managed by game biologists not public voters.  I fear  your organization has been infiltrated by the same anti hunters who would ban us from 
the woods and waters forever.  If this is not true maybe you, who are supposedly in the know about wildlife would stand up for the noble hunter for a change 
instead of cow towing to the anti's of Seattle and other big city mindset people.
I would like to see work done so that we could start hunting bear with bait or dogs again.  I know that part of our elk herd problems are related to having a high 
population of bear and them killing calfs in the spring.
I would very much like it if you would change the dates of the spring bear season to start May 1st and end June 15th statewide. I hunt mainly in the Blue 
Mountains of southeastern Washington. I do a lot of scouting and hiking throughout the year. I have found that the bears are rather hard to find in April though I 
usually see some. But starting in May and more so later in May the bears are much more prevalent (more visible and active). Then with the bear's breeding 
season starting up usually in late May and into June they are really active. That is when I have generally seen the biggest boars. Presumably the spring hunt is 
a special chance for hunters to get into the mountains and help thin out the bear population. Presumably you would like those selected to have a quality hunt 
and fill their tag. I have seen the harvest statistics over the last several years that the spring bear hunt has taken place and the percentage of bears killed to 
tags issued is quite small. I think being able to hunt into June would help. I also have found it difficult to access some of the better bear hunting spots over here 
If there are good populations of beat could we expand the spring hunt into Westarn Washington?
If we brought back baiting in selected areas we could reduce the complaint rate.
If you can bait elk and deer, you should be able to bait bear.
In certain units Bear season genral bear season should be closed during archery elk to all except archery hunters. What I have witnessed several time over the 
last few years is An Archery elk hunter hiding in a bushline in camo and someone shooting a rfle in the otherend of the brushline. I am very supprised that more 
archers have not been shot. I myself have been hit by rocks from bear hunters throwing them into the brush to spook out bear
Increase spring bear hunting opportunites.
intead of letting any hound hunters hunt for bears in damaged areas, seasons in these areas should be opened longer for anyone holding a valid bear liscense 
and tag.
It is becoming a very large problem with "Bear" hunters in the field during elk seasons without an elk tag. Please make them have an elk tag during the 
appropriate season.
It would be nice to be able to bate bears in over populated areas special permit required.public use only
I've lived in the same residence since 1975 and every spring would see a few bears, but since the end of hound hunting the population has exploded. This 
spring I've seen over eight different bears around the place. We need to start up hound hunting as a control or open a spring bear season unit #233
I've seen 5 bears in the last week of hiking around my house, re-open hound hunting and baiting.  They are both great management tools allowing the harvest 
of mature males which will help the overall population and reduce deer and elk mortality.
KEEP BEAR SEASON OPEN DURING DEER AND ELK.  PLEASE BRING BACK BAITING FOR BEAR.
Keep the Bear/Cougar with the same long season.
Legalize baiting.
Legalize baiting. Increase bear population is causing more problems. Allowing hunting with dogs should still be illegal.
let bait allowed
Let biologist decide whether to bait  and hound hunt, not the general public.
let hunters bait bear in highly occupied area
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LET US START BAITING AGAIN
lets bring back baiting
Lets get back to bear baiting and hound hunting. We have seen that by banning it all that has happened is more conflict with people and neighborhoods.
Let's get hunting wioth dogs back.
Letts bait bear.
Longer Seasons
Make baiting bear legal.
make baiting leagle
make baiting legal
MAKE THEM BUY TAGS SEPERATELY.
Methods to catch and ticket party hunting need addressing with more effort. Plus valid unused deer and elk transport tags.
more opprtunities for spring  bear hunts needed.
More spring bear hunts and special areas where bait is legal.  Currently dogs are not allowed on State land even for depredation.  It would be easier to eliminate 
specific problem bears on state land with more spring hunts when they are damaging trees and allowing the use of bait.
more spring bear permits in all units,  help the mule deer babies
More spring bear permits. the harvest is very low and bears are abundant.
More westside spring bear opertunities, such as Whiteriver or Snoqualmie.
need to allow baiting and/or hound hunting
Need to allow general season hound hunting for bear.When their was a season we had no problems,now we have problem bears all over the state.
Need to allow more spring bear opportunities in ALL of WA, Baiting needs to be brought back.
Need to be able to bait bears
Need to bring back baiting and hunting with hounds
need to bring back baiting.
Need to bring back bear baiting.  At a minimum, make it an option for private land to control bear populations.
Need to have baiting permits
Need to open more hunting with dogs and baiting needs to be allowed
No dog hunting, NONE ! Not even the state sanctioned type  Allow bait, with permits
No hunting.
no license requirement for bear in western washington.  Allow pursuit with dogs
Non residents should be able to apply for a spring bear hunt without buying a tag first.
offer a general season for bear in the spring, and not limitted to permits
Offer more spring black bear permits for the Blue Mountains

Open all DNR gates on August 1 so the bear hunting season can be effective.  Extend the season to run through the end of modern rifle extended buck season.
Open for baiting
open it during muzzle loader season and let us bait them
open it up for dogs
open or give out hound or baiting permits
Open permit only baiting oppurtunities for problem/damage control bear hunts in the fall, similar to the way hound hunting oppurtunities have been made 
available for cougar
open problem areas for hound hunting. Open timber company lands that are currently being hunted with hounds on a permit basis. We now have to travel to 
Idaho to hunt with hounds.
Open the Blue Mountain hunts in August.
Open to damage control hunts with the use of hounds.
Open up for hound hunters.
Open up more spring permits and if 50% are not going to go then make those takes avaiable over the counter. Bring back dogs and baiting. I saw 30 different 
bears this spring. Open up the horse trails to motor bikes. I walked over 40 miles to get my bear.
Open up spring bear opportunities in GMUs 501, 506, 658, 660, 672, 673 & 681 by permit only. Instead of having the damage hunters hunting the bears with 
their hounds.
opening bear season in the blue moutains a few days before archery elk season is a disaster for archery hunters.  We spend weeks trying to set up and scout 
for an oppotunity at an elk, and two days prior to the opener the bear hunters bust threw everything and change all the animals patterns.
Please allow baiting for bear
Please consider:  Open a spring-time black bear hunting season in the state's Wilderness areas.  Thanks.
Please look at extending bear season.  Seems like I always see more bear as the fall goes on.  Look at giving female hunters special pricing on bear tags.  We 
are the hunting minority you know...
please see comments made earlier in this survey.
put to the vote to allow baiting of bear because people voted it out and people should be allowed to vote it back in
reestablish baiting for bears in Washington, which would make hunting in the thickets of western wa more productive
reinstitute the use of Bait for bear hunting state wide
rural king co has many bears. ive had them living on my deck part time for the last ten years. only during the fall when my orchard is full of fruit do they pose a 
real issue. they are extremely distructive of my trees. yet when i call the game dept i get not even a return call. do to shooting ordinance i would like to be able 
to use a crossbow to remove the offenders.
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See this comment from earlier: Too few cougars and bears are now killed by random luck during deer and Elk season. Please don't cut the season any shorter. 
In fact you should be seriously considering opening General Bear season in June or by no later than July 1st as it was during the 1970's since bears numbers 
may soon be approaching those population levels if left unchecked. Or if you want to appease the pure backpacking group wait until July 5th.
should allow baiting and hound hunting.
Should be able to bait for bear, the chanched of seeing one in the wild are to small.
Should be able to bate
should be allowed to bait bear.
Should be allowed to bait, and use dogs.
Should find a way to allow baiting again.
Since hound hunters are allowed to permit for damage for bears people should be permited to bait hunt  in damage areas to feed bears to reduce tree damage 
in the spring
Since hounds are banned baiting should be allowed
Since the laws prohibitting baiting and use of dogs while hunting bear the population of bear has exploded and it has become a problem for the same people 
who initialy complained of the both practices.  They are largely animal rights groups, anti hunters and gun control fanatics.  Bring back baitiing as that it is a 
much safer way to hunt this type of animal and it reduces the likelyhood of bears incroaching in subsurban areas.
Sow bears are being killed at an allarming rate, bringing back bait and/or dogs would allow hunters to find and harvest boars.
spring bear hunts should not need a special permit or application just a good old hunting license
Spring bear permits in the blue mountains present a special challenge.  ALL units this year had an average of 180% normal snow and access and opportunity 
was severely limited.  This is the case 2 out of 3 years in the Wenaha unit.  Spring seasons need to run to JUNE 10 to compensate for this factor and provide 
the opportunity to get the desired harvest.
Spring bear success rates are very low. Increase the number of tags available or possibly extend the season another 15 days into the rut.
Start bear hunting in Unit 113 on Aug 1st like the rest of the state.  Also allow spring bear in this unit.
The spring bear drawing in 2007 was delayed until a few days before the hunt began and I never received an email as promised with results of the drawing.  in 
2008 the drawing was delayed and done in such a way that  only party leaders could find out if they were drawn.  no emails were sent out as promised and I 
was called at home by the department and notified of results but did not receive my printed permit in time to get the access permit from the timber company 
until after opening day.  The hunt was a waste of time since baiting is banned.
The use of dogs, and baiting should be allowed for bear hunting!  Bring it back!!!!
The WDFW needs to allow baiting of bear, this will help level out the Bear population.
There are so many black bear on the west coast of our state, let us bait for bear on the west side.
This needs to be open during modern firearm season.  Right now, the season is good.
This season should be open from 1st of spring to the end of December.
Timber companies are being allowed to remove bears with the use of hounds.  I feel that these companies should provide "public" hunting opputunities for the 
bears.  I also feel that the use of bait should be allowed.  It would help with the problem of bears in suburban areas.
turn the dogs loose on them. for real.
use of dogs allowed.
WDFW needs to resubmit for "vote " to retract hunting bear over bait.
we need baiting and hounds to control the population
We need to be able to bait bear again.
We need to get baiting back or have more spring hunts.
we need to get baiting of bear back.    we need to open bear season in july. every year fire season kicks in about the time for opening bear in august.
WE SHOULD GO BACK TO BAITING BEARS.  VERY SELDOM DO PEOPLE SEE BEARS BY THE TIME MODERN FIREARM SEASON BEGINS.  AND 
THEN, THE POPULATION GETS CONTROLLED IN UNPOPULATED AREAS.  IF HUNTERS WERE ALLOWED TO BAIT, IT COULD BE DONE IN A 
CONTROLLED ENVIROMENT CLOSER TO THE POPULATION.
western spring bear hunt
why are some of the northeast GMUs not open for bear on aug1?
Why are there so few spring bears tags? Will other areas outside of the current areas/tags offered not support spring bear hunting?
Why is it that we can bag 2 bear a year but we can't bait them. Not only have I not seen a bear in the 9 years I have been hunting, But I don't hear of too many 
success stories either.
Why not have a general spring bear season.  If you take a fall bear you may in fact kill a sow who is pregnant and end up killing more than one bear.  At least in 
the spring, an observant hunter can see if a bear has cubs and not take the bear.
With the increase in amount of encounters with bear, I believe that we should re-establish a baiting regiment for hunting bears. This would decrease the number 
of bear encounters. While still allowing the taking of 2 bear during this also.
Would like the season to run later.
bear some areas have higher populations than others a second permit would not be bad
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Additional Comments - Bighorn Sheep
99% of tags allocated to residents.  Allocate archery only tags.
Add ewe permit drawing hunts equal to the number of ram permits allowed for each hunting area.
Bighorn sheep permits should remain low to ensure a quality experience.  Increase application fee to $25 and set aside $10 to an endowment allowing the use of 
interest only for management of bighorn sheep.  This will stabilize funding for the species in about 10 yrs.  Hunters should be allowed to harvest both a California 
Bighorn AND a Rocky Mtn Bighorn in his/her lifetime.
I am 64 years old and have hunted and enjoyed the Naneum/Colockum are for over 50 years. I can not get around as I did 10 years ago and am realy impacted 
by road closures, wre need no more closures. I have watched the harvest in this area decline dramatically in the last few years and I have also witnessed the 
poaching by mostly hispanics in this area also in the last few years, I am not a racist but I cannot deny what I witness. This last season I witnessed a group of 
hispanics kill a spike, drive a orv down a non green dot road and drag the animal out without a tag and not cleaned and load it in a pickup and not go to their 
camp. I have also seen hispanics in trucks before the season began with elk in the bed as they headed out towards ellensburg. If you cannot control the 
poaching you will not save the herds.
I hope we continue to expand our sheep areas as it looks like we have.  Increasing the application fees is something that would increase the chances for those 
that really want the chance to hunt sheep.  Having fewer choices, either 1 or 2 would seem to help as well.  Hunters with more points should get some 
preference.
I WOULD LIKE THE SYSTEM  FOR DRAWING ANY PERMIT TO REQUIRE AT LEAST THREE PREF POINTS SO THAT ALL HUNTERS PAY THERE DUES 
OR AT LEAST MAKE POINTS THAT CAN BE PURCHASED AN OPTION AND A REVENUE GENERATOR
Increase permits in high population areas of sheep suchas Selah Butte or Umtanum areas.
It is foolish to allow ewes to be harvested by seniors. With out ewes we have no rams.
It is too inexpensive and easy to apply for a permit for sheep, moose and goat. Weed out the people who don't really care about getting the tags, by making it 
more expensive up front or once the permit is drawn; And or limit the permit options to one species per person.
more hunts!!!!!
more permits
need to have more tags drawend.
No ewe hunting and no special interest group separate allocation.
No Ewe hunting at this time should be allowed.  We should transplant more sheep in viable habitat such as the Klickitat area and Columbia River from White 
Salmon heading East to Tri-Cities.  We need to eliminate domestic sheep in all Hells Canyon drainages.  The department should also trade sheep with other 
states to build up gene pool.  Oregon and Idaho are ideal states to do these exchanges.  High fencing should be built along the highway for Swakane herd.
NO yew hunting.  we don't have enough sheep in the state.  conservation orginazations like WA FNAWS and SCI can and will come up witht he money to move 
them if necesary.  (I know i sit on many board meetings)
Not enough to allow hunting. Who are we kidding. They should be protected.
only 1% of these tags should go to non-residents
open a permit area in Loomis,Wa.
Pay tag fees up front.  No internet applications.  Restrict nonresidents like other states.
please consider disability permits for some aeras.
Please remember, when contemplating changes, to first do no harm.  Many people have accrued points over the years at significant expense in time, money and 
effort.  Do nothing that wipes out those accrued points or disallows their potential use going forward.
preferance point system should be modified to increase chance of drawing if applicant has the maximum number of points.
The Sinlahekin sheep herd is more than large enough to support 1, if not 2, sheep permits.  I have seen 15+ mature rams in a relatively small area that the herd 
occupies.  One of those rams was probably the largest ram I have ever seen, pushing 180+.
What about a permit area in Loomis,Wa.
A DEFINITE ADVANTAGE NEEDS TO GO TO THOSE WITH 13+ POINTS
Allow archery only hunts in a couple highly populated units.
allow more sheep permits
Do the best you can. Congratulations to anyone lucky enough to draw one of the permits to hunt sheep, and to WDFW for the successes you have had with 
managing them. That is a tag alot of us hope to draw some day.
Don't ever give a tag to someone with a few preference points when there are (by your admission) lots of us who apply ad nauseum and are denied while 
newcomers to the point system get tags....
give out more permits
I think it all comes down to better management on both sides of the fence not just one side.
I think the bio's should spend more time evaluating (surveys) to determine more accurate populations and widen the area of survey.
I would like to see more tags going to those that have put in for 10+ years.
If you get drawn & do not harvest 5 year waitlist to reapply. Only ONE sheep. If you get drawn, raffle or auctions you are allowed only one. No waivers.
Increase tag fee could reduce amount of entries, I would be in favor of a 50% increase, as long as additional fee goes to Big Horn research.
keep the same
Keep working to keep them from getting disease from domestic sheep and goats.
limit non-residents to 5% of permits
more hunts!!!!
More tags in Umtanum.  I've seen more sheep than deer in there.
more youth hunts
No hunting.
Open more area up in SE Washington. There is more sheep in the area then your emploees seem to know.
Please restrict nonresidents from getting more than 10% of these hard to get permits like most other states do to us.
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Stop the indians from poaching then and the population will drastically increase allowing more permits for us law abiding citizens.  Reduce the percentage of 
permits available for non-residents.
The managment of sheep is great
youth hunts
10 bonus points to get a permit.
allow longer season or move more to later dates.
couple more permit's wouldn't hurt
Find a legal way for Master hunter #8738 WILD I.D. #2302-000-5341 To finally get drawn for one the "BIG THREE" PLEEEEAAASE!!! before his dear old poppy 
goes to the great hunting ground in the sky..Thanks fellas
have aleast 8 points to get drawn
have at least 10 points to get a tag.
I have never seen one in the wild but I know that I would never want to kill one, what would be the point.
let people draw  more than one sheep tag in there life so but they should have wait 5 years to apply
minimum preference points needed apply for trophy permits
more hunts!!!!
MORE PERMITS
No more raffles or auctions. Quit selling our wildlife and opportunity to the highest bidder!  Limit NR permits
Push for final funding on the wildlife fence between wenatchee and Entiat.  Keep expanding sheep populations through trans location  Revise the permit drawing 
process
There is a need to make this draw obtainable by adjusting the point system to give more weight for people with more points.
a few more tags and allow hound hunting for cougar and bear in any sheep unit
Have a substantial but not prohibitive application fee for a permit so that only serious trophy hunters will apply.
Increase herd size (tought I know) to allow more opportunities
limit the amount of people that can hunt one area. I had the privalege of getting one of these tags and had three hunters to contend with.
more hunts!!!!
Need to eliminate domestic grazing in the units where Bighorn are present to reduce the potential of disease to be spread to Bighorn.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities.Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a wheelchair are 
visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Reduce the number of tags given to the Native Americans.  They should have same % of tags per hunter population as non-natives.
Restrict non resident oppurtunities
see above
Should be able to purchase license each year not once in a life time.
some how make the odds better
STILL WAITING

There is a reason it is a once in a lifetime hunt. It may take someone a lifetime to draw a tag. This is exceptable. Raising the price on a special hunt to reduce 
the number of applicates is WRONG. Low density game animals should still be made available to everyone not only the ones who can afford application fees.
allow more sheep tags in the Asotin county area
application fees need to be increased for sheep, or send in the money for the tag at application time.
if populations are low for bighorn sheep mountain goat and moose charge more for those tags.  what will the market bring.
Leave it alone
more hunts!!!
open more units to sheep hunting
Open up more tags.
Restrict non-residents to 10 percent of the total tags.
would love to draw it, but understand the limited animals....
I'll be a good boy if you let me draw a tag.
more hunts!!!
should be closed to hunting every third year to increase population. but not on the same year as goat.
You could buy an aweful lot of bighorn sheep from other states for the amount of money that the WDFW makes for the sheep permits each year
Allow two tags  per hinter with valid license.
more hunts!!!!
should increase the number of permits
Work on expanding the hunting opportunities by reintroduction into suitable new areas.
more hunts!!!
more hunts theres lots of sheep
Not so many of these either is there ? as is you can only hunt them if your rich.
Should be able to hunt any legal way and be able to hunt the whole state...what even legal way to fill your tag
The point system should be analized to check and see if the number of points each hunter has is accurately being weighed in the drawing porcess.
Bighorn sheep there are more than you know how about some more tags anyone over 70 gets them for free
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Additional Comments - Cougar
1.) Allow the use of hound hunters to manage cougar populations.
A recent study published in the Journal of Wildlife Management  found that the cougar population has  declined in Washington state for the last decade.  It also 
indicated that hunting may disrupt cougar social structures and lead to an increase in human/wildlife conflict.  The department should investigate these concepts 
more fully to determine whether or not current cougar hunting policies are creating a danger to humans and leading to an unsustainable decline in cougar 
numbers.  Also, the ban on hound hunting of cougars should be upheld and adhered to by the WDFW.  The current "pilot" program goes too far and appears to 
outside observeres as if it is an attempt to reinstitute hound hunting statewide regardless of the public's wishes.
allow a select group of permit holders to hunt with hounds for public safety and population control
Allow cougar hunting with dogs.
Allow dogs for cougar hunts in high population areas.
Allow foot hunters to hunt in the winter months in the north east GMU's.  We couldnt have taken many when this was allowed.  Are the hound hunters worried we 
will take some of the Quota?  Why cant you work the projected take into the quotas.  Some people like to get out in the snow and follow a set of tracks without 
dogs.  The new law bans hound hunting so dont take away the foot hunters hunt because of problem areas that we can make an impact in.
Allow for more "boot" hunting opprotunities. With the increasing numbers of cougars the Dept. should not be limiting the amount of hunting. Allow the hunting of 
cougar during the srping.
allow hound hunting via a licensed hound guide in al l counties ; this is the only real method of cougar hunting as I have bagged a 180 lbs tomcat in montana 
years ago with dogs ; without trained dogs and an experienced guide you have a better chance of seeing big foot/ sasquatch in the woods.
Allow Hounds within 10 miles of towns.  Cougars do not need to be around towns.
Allow hunting cougar with dogs but restrict harvest to hold populations near current levels. These animals are becoming too numerous in and near high 
population and heavily used outdoor experience locarions.
Allow hunting with dogs in all seasons and areas / units.
Allow more hound hunting opportunities across the state.  continue to require ownership of hounds to apply.

Allow people who DO NOT own hounds to apply for the cougar permits and if drawn, allow us to hunt with a state licensed guide that does own dogs. We all 
support the game and fish department with our influx of cash to your operating funds but yet you are not allowing us the chance to hunt cougars, that is not right.
allow persuit hunting with dogs, dogs are animals also and they should be allowed to do what they are breed to do.
Allow the return of hunting with hounds during non normal huntion seasons..
Allow the use of dogs to hunt cougar to keep the numbers down and the amount of game up. The cougars have greatly reduced the amount of deer in my area 
as well as birds and coyotes.
Allow the use of hounds for cougar hunting statewide
As always I would like to keep the cougar seasons as long as possible.  When considering changes to the cougar management process I would prefer lowering 
the permits to 1 before shortening the season.
Baiting and hunting with hounds should become leagal again.
Ban using dogs for cougar hunting
Calling (and other boot  hunting) for Mountain Lions is just beginning to find itself. There s good potential to manage both the populations of lions, and their 
behavior around humans throughout the year, by encouraging calling and tracking.     The hound hunting shouldn't eliminate the callers from those areas, that's 
just D-U-M Dumb! Make a very specific hound season for the experimental hount hunt program. October through December, for instance, special permit only, 
etc. But then get the dogs out of the woods ENTIRELY, Jan thru season end, and let the callers hunt.  Encourage the callers to hunt. Empower the callers. Etc. 
It's politically easier, and it WILL work. Believe me, calling for lions is just coming into its own.    Illegal cat running by houndsmen is a BIG problem. Close the 
hound season for everything Dec 31. No hounds except emergencies after new years.    I'm not sure that closing the Cougar season at all is necessary. What 
would a year round lion season hurt? It would be rare that hunters spend the time after them in the summer, but even for those who did, what would it hurt? It 
Close the cougar season. If not possible, than make it illegal to hunt cougars with dogs.   Hunting with dogs isn't hunting, it's chasing and harassing.
Come up with a way to make it easer for the harvest of Couger.
Continue to expand the hound hunting pilot program.  There are LOTS of cougars around NE washington and the boot hunters  are now taking as many as the 
hound hunters, except they're taking immature and female cats and the hound hunters take (mostly) mature cats.  There are some WDFW staff that argue that 
taking the mature cats causes disorder in the population, allowing the sub adults to 'misbehave'.  Please remember, NE washington is a really big place and has 
LOTS of quality habitat for lions.  WDFW really cannot make an accurate population estimate here, but all signs indicate a very healthy population of big cats, 
and very the 'disorder' mentioned by some biologists is speculative based on research in another part of the state.  The total number of cats harvested is very 
small considering the size of the area.
Expand the season until may 1st, because when green-up occurs the deer are down low, herded up and more vunerable. There's no shortage of cats.
give permit for people to use dogs
Give us back the late winter season in the North East. I don't think that the hunter participation was that high in January - March, but leave it open for the permit 
hound hunts.
hounds should be used
I believe I've heard talk about it, but Cougar hunting should be allowed with the used of hounds.  Make it the same as it was before Seattle voted against it.
i believe there should be options for landowners that have a valid cougar tag to be able to kill a cat if one shows up on their property during the hound hunting 
cougar season.  most people dont have hound dogs.
I feel that the cougar season should run untill the end of the year in Chelan county.
I firmly believe that trained and qualified hounds should be allowed to persue Cougers in a permit based hunting season.
I think cougar hunting should not be allowed during the general deer and elk seasons (modern rifle).  Most of the harvest is during this time.  The harvest is by 
chance alone and it is not selective at all.  A person could shoot a female cougar, but may not see her kittens nearby, thus abandoning them.  Hound hunting is 
a more selective approach to cougar harvest, can be far more selective and can be far easier to manage.  Quotas for cougar management zones could be 
implemented to meet the concerns of public safety or other management needs.
i think hound hunting should be brought back in full
I think that more hound hunt permits should be available to hunters for the harvesting of cougars due to the population increase since hound hunting was 
removed from the general seasons. The rise in cougar population is becoming more apperant in rural communities around eastern Skagit County. Making more 
permits available would better control cougar population and give many hound hunters the opportunity to utilize their dogs. This would also lead to more revenue 
generated for WDFW through the purchase of the additional permits.
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I would like to see regular hound hunting for cougar in the GMU 113. Since the lack of hounds on a longer season cougar sitings are up dramatically and an 
decrease in Muleys seems apparent. I've come across cougar kills and several track sets of different cats in the same area.
I'd like to have cougar hunting in Chelan County be more fare for the cougar, in other words, make it a real hunt without dogs.
Let hunters retrieve their shot cougar with a dog. Many cats get lost if shot and they run off...using a dog to help them retrieve the shot cat would be helpful.
Let more hunters with dogs harvest more cougars
Longer season
make the use of hounds legal
Manage more aggressively.  The cougar are not adding to the state's revenue stream.  They are killing, in high numbers, the assets (deer, elk) that provide 
revenue through hunting.  Open the season up to run dogs on over the counter permits.  Other states allow this and their quality of hunting is so far better than 
Washington's that it is embarrassing.
need to allow hunting season with dogs again
Need to bring back hound hunting in NE Washington
need to keep these numbers lower
Open cougar hunting to the use of dogs (hounds).

open the season statewide aug 1 even in the 5 counties where you are allowing dogs because these are also your counties with the highest levels of cougars, 
and reduce the dog permits if the cougar take by other hunters are high, also allow master hunters to hunt with a dog hunter if he is taking a deperdtion cougar
Open up hound hunting in more GMU
open up hounding again, or atleast more permits. have some for western washington as well. the state could be making money instead having to spend money 
to control them
open year round
regulations and seasons are too restrictive
Reinstate houng hunting.  The loss to deer populations in central WA due to cougar predation in enormous.
reopen hound hunting  longer seasons
Resume dog hunting, deer and elk populations are DOWN in our ara because of predators.
seasons statewide from aug to mar even in the areas open to dog hunting and lower the hound permits as needed
Seriously reconsider the pilot cougar/hound hunting program and its apparent impact to cougar population age class distributions and its seemingly minimal 
impact to cougar complaint levels within those GMU's where the pilot project occurs.  Listen to your own scientists, will ya?
should be aloud to bait
Should lower their population with the use of dogs.
Should use dogs more to control numbers.
take a good lookat popoulations, and consider issuing more hound hunting permits
The current system is a joke!!  Let hunters apply for a permit and if they draw, they are given a list of "approved" hound hunter/owners who they can then contact 
and hire.  I have 2 very good friends with hounds who do work for the WDFW and I am not allowed by the current rules to apply for the persuit hunts because I 
do not own a dog.  Most hound owners have taken many cougars and they would like to help others harvest a cougar.
the odds of killing cougar with no dogs is probably the same as getting struck by lighting but I think dog use is wrong. I love to hunt not so munch to kill. winter 
hunting is a fun camping trip. can you open season later in Pend Oreille county?
the state seems to have a vendetta against Okanogan county. because the county "took" over the cat problem. Now our cougar season is limited to deer season 
only. when a regulation is state-wide, then it should be state-wide.
There needs to be a higher number of permits given out for hound hunters or open a general season for eastern washington for hunting with hounds.
There should be NO hound hunting of cougar!!!    Cougar season should be year round, i.e., 365 days
There should be no restrictions on boot hunters.  Leave seasons open as long as is biologically prudent and eliminate the restrictions on boot hunters in areas 
that allow some hound hunts.
Too much WDFW land access closure for late season.
Very upset that WDFW decided to close cougar hunting in the Chelan area GMU's on opening weekend of deer season. I only hunt deer on opening weekend in 
the Chelan area, so basically my cougar tag is useless. Wish I would have known about this B.S. rule change BEFORE I decided to purchase my 
deer/elk/bear/cougar combo. Next year I will save the money and just purchase deer/elk. Hope you lose revenues because of this boneheaded rule change. Way 
to go Washington Department of NO Fish and NO Wildlife.
Washington has a major cougar and bear problem in the Blue Mountains. As a result, the elk and deer populations are declining.  WDFW needs to step up to 
the plate and figure out how to give the hunter the ability to kill more cougars and bears.  For cougars, a year round season is necessary. PLEASE DO NOT 
close cougar and bear season during deer and elk season.  I enjoy hunting deer and elk and if you make it so we can't effectively(well, you have already done 
that) hunt predators, deer and elk hunting will be a thing of the past in the Blues.
why am i punished for those who want to hound hunt my seasons is nearly eliminated for a few restore non hound hunter cougar seasons to aug1 to mar 30
Why would the WDFW cut the quota by 40%?  There are lost of cats in NE Washington, anyone familiar with the area would know that we plenty to (at VERY 
LEAST) maintain the number of permits...we could kill 23 in Sullivan Creek Drainage and not hurt the numbers there, but that's the total quota for both Stevens 
and Pend Oreille County...?  Show me an accurate population esitmate for these counties and tell me why the number was cut by 40%.  Let's use some biology 
in determining the numbers of tags.
again dogs allow responsible harvest of large male cat granted the studies aren't in as to whether hunting trophy cats is a good management practice, but 
perhaps it is better than oportunistic harvest.
Alloe dogs again.
ALLOW BAITING AND ANY BIG GAME LICENSE HOLDER TO HUNT WITHOUT RESTRICTION
Allow Baiting and lengthen season
Allow baiting and re-establish the use of dogs for the hunt
Allow citizens to use hounds
Allow Dog Hunting
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Allow Dog Hunting Please!
Allow dog/bait hunting
allow dogs for hunting
allow dogs to be used
Allow dogs.   Little children are being eaten,  slowly,  like in a horror movie!  If one of my Grandchildren disapear to a lion (tracks/sighting)... then I will become a 
horror movie -  much worse then a lion.

Allow everyone to apply for the pilot program permits, not just dog owners.  And let boot hunters have the long late seasons back for hunting in winter conditions.
allow hound hunting for cougar. put the whole state on a permit basis, and let the hound hunters have shot at them.
allow hound hunting, whos incharge.Cut down on people calling in with complaints on cougars.And save game department money,and also make more money 
by hunting tags etc
Allow hound hunting.
Allow hound hunting.  This is one animal that we cannot afford to be overpopulated.
allow hounds
ALLOW HOUNDS
Allow hounds to increase harvest.
Allow hounds.
allow hunting with dogs and bait
allow hunting with dogs and baiting
Allow hunting with dogs for cougar and give bounties for them, and special points for bull elk permits
Allow hunting with dogs to control the population all the time for everyone who buys a tag and uses a person with a permit that has dogs.
Allow more cougar hunting with longer seasons in eastern Wa.
Allow more hound hunting
Allow more hound hunting opportunities.
Allow more hound hunting to keep the population of Cougars down. If the majority of people of Western Washington want more Cougars/Bear running around 
threatening the lives of people, then let them have that. But let the "common sense" people/hunters of Eastern Washington do what we know is correct. Too 
many bunny huggers and tree savers,most coming from Western Washington, who know very little about game management making hunting decisions for 
Washington State.
Allow permit hound hunts in the western region.
Allow state wide baiting
ALLOW THE USE HOUNDS TO HUNT COUGAR
Allow the use of dogs for harvesting cougar.  See comment on bear above.
Allow the use of dogs without a permit
Allow the use of hounds for cougar hunting.  The population is climbing and becoming a problem for residential areas and ranchers.  It is only a matter of time 
until children are killed.  The population can't be effectively controlled without hounds.
Allow the use of hounds.  Non-hunters who do not understand our wildlife or sport should not be making our rules.  Hunters have proven to be one of the most 
responsible groups in the country, and should be allowed to use hounds to hunt cougars.  We have serious problem with our big game herds, and need to use 
common sense methods for predator management.
allow use of dogs for hunting cougar.  This should be decided by the wdfw or people with hunting licenses.  not the general public
Allow use of dogs to all hunters!!!!!!
allow year round hunting for cougar to control their numbers
Baiting and hounding Cougar should be allowed.
Baiting should be allowed
Bring back dogs
bring back dogs
Bring back hound hunting and reduce the number of cougar sightings in populated areas.
Bring back hound hunting to control population.
Bring back hound hunting.
BRING BACK HOUNDS!
Bring back more selective dog hunting for cougars.  Want to see your elk calf survival rate go up in the Clockum?  Just try it.
Bring back or increase hound hunting, predation is hurting our deer & elk populations
Bring back the use of dogs statewide
Bring back the use of hounds. This is the best way to be selective and get the big toms and it allows for much cleaner and faster kills.
Change the season so it opens August 1st, the same as bear season.
Cougar are primarily nocturnal. There has to be a way to be able to hunt them. Cougar are very hard animals to call in with a predator call. This state needs to 
allow the use of bait or dogs to hunt them. Not both, just one or the other.
Cougar hunting in many units should be YEAR AROUND, PERIOD.  I see many cats while spring bear hunting in May.  We are not harvesting nearly enough 
cats in many units and pressure on some local deer and elk herds is doing damage.  One landowner I work with cannot leave the house without a gun sees an 
average of a cat every couple of weeks.  Cats are killing a lot of sheep in the Lincoln unit.
cougar season should be open to all  ---  AUGUST 1st
Cougars should be able to be hunted with dogs and bait and during the calf and fawn drop.
Declassify cougar as a big game animal and allow them to be hunted at night.
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Do away with the bans on baiting and use of dogs for hunting Cougars !
dogs and bait should be permitted
dogs should be able to be used
Dogs should be allowed for hunting...cougars are a problem in eastern washington, at least for the average hunter or farmer that doesnt sit in an office every day 
in Olympia making big shot calls when they have no clue what the real problems are.
earlier season
Find a legal way to "Rule against the will of the people" and allow hound hunting for lions statewide. (No I don't hunt this way. Never have never will, but it's the 
most effective way I can think of to help eastern Wa. mule deer with the spot of trouble they are currently in. I know they are the apex predator and have a 
necessary part in a healthy deer population so not erradicate! Simply control.
find a way to bring back hound hunting to control problem cougar populations
Give em back the dogs!
Go back to allowing dog hunting.
Have cougar hunting open to residents without dogs in their specific counties in the game mgmnt units of 100-124 starting in March through March. We have 
WAY to many cats here.
Hound hunting is a good option for bear hunting...let's try and revive it?
hounds should be allowed. And all GMU's should be open during deer and elk seasons.
hunting with hounds should be allowed
Hunting with hounds should be expanded for cougars.
I am a firm believer in that we need to allow hound hunting for cougar.  Maybe a special draw season would be a good way to control numbers especially in 
areas where cougar numbers are decimating deer and elk.
I have run into more and more cougars since hound hunting has stopped.  It is becoming more dangerous as the number of cougars  increase,  all the instances 
i have been tracked by a cougar i have not seen them.  but there tracks are on mine.  If you are going to let the numbers increase more you should allow carring 
of a side arm in archery hunting uses only for defense.
I support more hound hunts
I think that a cougar harvest should be permited by anyone with a valid big game tag with no restrictions.
I think the number of cats is growing to fast. I think dogs should be allowed. i don't feel that it would really put that big of a dent in the population. The reason i 
say that is there are not alot of people who have dogs for that purpose.
I would like to see hounds used more in more areas of the state to help reduce numbers.
I would like to see the use of hunters in the master hunters program be given more opportunity to be involved in hunting nusence animals. This could also 
include other species including cougar, bear, elk, deer, turkey, etc.
I'd like to see cougar season extended later in the season for us non hound hunters. It seem to me we used to be able to hunt later in the season than we are 
allowed now.
If someone wanted to fight it the cougars should be open back up to full hound hunting for cougars. the bill was No different then Eimens bills that got beat. 
There cannot be 2 items on the same bill therefore the are defunct bill
If you are going to establis a hound season don't allow kills that are not made with dogs go on the hound quota that is an obvious indication that there are alot of 
cats out there if the quota is met before the hound season is even open
Increase hound hunting opportunities for cougar.
It is time to allow hunting cougars with dogs. The number of elk kills I'm finding every year is allarming.
it seems as though the cougar population has taken off to the point that i don't understand why the department does not open cougar season all year long just as 
it does for coyotes.
KEEP COUGAR SEASON OPEN DURING DEER AND ELK.  ALLOW HOUND HUNTING OUTSIDE THOSE DATES.
Keep the Cougar/Bear with the same long season.
legalize hound hunting
let local hunters take care of animals in there areas
Let the dogs out it is time!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Let's get hunting wioth dogs back.
Lets get the hound hunting back!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Statewide and permit style as it use to be.
lets get there numbers down . most of us hunters are much more interseted in hunting deer and elk lets protect thier numbers by increaseing the prediter harvest 
up .
Longer season
more cougars taken by hounds
more hound hunting should be available
more tags for hound hunting or open it back up to hound hunting during season.  I have seen for cougar kills and even seen to during last archery elk season.  
You know there is plenty arownd
Most cougar are killed coincidentally during deer or elk season.  Would like to see more hound hunts available - even if by permit, not just people who happen to 
own dogs.
Need a general hound persuit season statewide
need to allow hound hunting again
Need to allow more quality opportunity to harvest a lion.  I.E. dogs
Need to be open to hound hunting again.
need to expand the area that hounds can be used in the state. As you state the Clookum elk heard is getting smaller and the bull to cow ratio is not where you 
want it, there are numerous cougars in that area. expand the permit to cove the units.
no permit required for holders of Deer,Elk and Bear tags.(all three needed.)
Now that each county has the ability to opt into the pilot program for hound hunting go back to the WDFW managing the cougars on a permit basis as in the past 
prior to the closing of hound hunting.
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open or give out hound or baiting permits
open season year around  get this one right WOLVES are next!
Open statewide, year round.
open to hound hunting.
Open up for hound hunters.

Open up more counties to hounds. Make the tags Male Only but not illegal for killing a female with a female quota. Then shut it down. There is a munch of cats.
open up more hound hunts
open year around
Open year round or allow dogs.
Please allow baiting for cougar
Please bring back hound hunting for cougars
put the cougar season back to oct-march of the following year.
Reduce cougar restrictions and increase the hound use.
Same comment as above
Same.
should allow baiting and hound hunting.
Should be allowed to bait and use dogs.
Something needs to be done about the four females allowed, education to the hunters by someone who can tell the difference so the permitts are not being filled 
by females.
Stop allowing females to be harvested by hound hunters.  MAKE hunters identify the sex.  We need to stop harvesting little females!!
Suspend the so called Cougar pilot programs, and allow the general winter season to continue.
Take the requiremnt away that a person must own dogs to put in for the special permits for Cats. Most people who own dogs don't want to shoot another cougar 
in the life. Allow for the general public to hire these guys to run their dogs on a special hunt.
the only way to controal the cougar population is to use hounds. i beleve that cougar are very negetivly affecting the deer and elk populations
THis should be year round season.
turn the dogs loose on them. way too many cats
use dog to hunt
use of dog should be special permit in high density gmus
use of dogs allowed.
Use of dogs should be permotted
WDFW neds to resubmit for "vote" to retrct hunting cougar over bait.
we need hounds to control the populations
We need to have hound hunting allowed to control the population of cats in order to slow down predation.
You should draw permits to run hounds for cougars. They also should allow cougars to be shot during spotlighting. These animal have to be mangaed.
Allow baiting and use of hounds to control population
allow cougar to be hunted with spotlight since hounds have been outlawed
Allow cougars to be harvested by hunters from other counties with hounds
allow hound hunting
Allow Hound hunting for cougars
Allow hound hunting in troubled areas to help elimanate predidation/ over kill.
Allow hound hunting, even if a permit is required for the southern part of the state.
Allow hunting with multiple dogs.
Allow more permits statewide for hound hunting to control evergrowing sightings and incidents involving cougars.
Allow the use of dogs for hunting cougar in all state GMU's, allow the cougar season to overlap with deer and elk season.
Allow the use of hounds
Allow the use of hounds to hunt Cougar again. WDFW should convince the nonhunting public that this is the best management tool they have available. You 
have all of the information about this and you should force it forward. I hope some day one or more of you will stand up and do the right thing regarding this 
issue.
ALLOW USE OF HOUNDS
Allowhound hunting again to manage growing numbers of cougar and reduce their mortality on deer and elk.
bring back hound hunting
Bring back hound hunting with special permits only.
Cougar and black bear and coyotes need to be much more heavily controlled to allow more fawn and calf survival.  Tribal hunters have been effective in the 
Tacoma Watershed.
Cougar populations have exploded.  Hunting with dogs and expansion of the season needs to be made legal again.
Ditto to Bear
Do NOT allow hound hunting except for public safety removal hunts
Does it really need to be a crime to kill these elk-eaters out of season?
Dogs should be allowed.
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EXTEND THE SEASON BACK TO WHAT IT USED TO BE and/or allow hounds to be used
extirpate cougars from state of washington
Give hound permits in the Blue Mountains...Expand to other areas throughout the state.  Too focused on northeastern part of the state.
hounds for hunting couger but limit dates and times
I think it all comes down to better management on both sides of the fence not just one side.
I want the hound hunters back , to control the cougar population !
I was dissapointed to see the season changes in Stevens county a few years ago in regards to the late cougar season. There are very few cat hunters and there 
can't be very many cats being hrvested. The only time I see cats is during the late archery seaon and they are not open during that time.
i would like to see you to be able to hunt cougars without having to stop for the hound hunters
increase hound hunting opportunities.
Keep it like it is. stop trying to micro manage, or make more difficult.
keep the same
legalize hound hunting.
Longer cougar seasons
Look at giving female hunters special pricing on cougar tags.  We are the hunting minority you know...
need baiting and the use of dogs legalized.  Let's don't be another California!
No hunting.
one fucking word "DOGS" and stop letting public opinion sway biological game department policy
OPEN IT TO DOGS TO EVERYONE
Open Season Year round
open to hounds again with no closer year around
our area is so dense with brush, that it is hard to hunt cougars, we need to get rid of them whenever we can get a chance, so make the season and possibility 
better.
Re-apply hound hunting techniques with heavy restrictions.  Allow the use of electronic game calls.
Reconsider the use of Dogs/Hounds and resrict to "late" seasons to minimize duration and overlap with other seasons.  Potentially by "special draw" generating 
additional revenue for state wildlife funds and opportunity for private guides.
RE-INSTALL HOUND HUNTING STATE WIDE
relax the rules on cougar hunting. open season?
reverse current baiting / dog law
Seems like there are more cats today with the ban on hound hunting, but the season seems to be shorter.
Should be able to hunt any legal way and be able to hunt the whole state...what even legal way to fill your tag
SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO HUNT WITH DOGS AND BAIT THEM AS NECCESARY. WOULDN'T WANT SOME LITTLE POODLE IN BELLVUE TO 
DISAPPEAR.
Since the passage of no hound hunting the cougar population has exploded, I would like to see the department reopen the seasons and not limit the permits. 
This stratogy in the past  kept the cougar population at the right levels, because you can't get to them all.
sport hound season
Stand firm on the prohibition for using dogs to hunt cougar (same for bear).
There needs to be more special hound permits.  Based on my personal experiences there ar about 40% more cougars in the woods now than when the 
restrictions and permits were 1st put in place.  They are reducing the elk and deer herds.  We know what they have done to the Bighorn Sheep on Hall Mt.  Have 
some guts and take a strong stance on this before more people are injured!

They are wiping out the deep population, re-open hound hunting.  It is great management tool for reduceing the number of large Toms which kill the most deer.
unlimited and no permit necessary.
Using dogs for cougar hunting should have never been stopped. Bring it back!!!!
We need hound hunting, this population is out of control and now with wolves in Washington, how are the deer and elk herds going to thrive.
Year round season?? Especially in the Colockum unit
Allow dogs
Allow dogs to be used anytime during hunting.
allow electronic calls during archery season
allow hounds!
Allow hounds.
ALLOW HUNTING WITH DOGS AGAIN
Allow hunting with dogs and bait.  Make the fees inexpensive for Residents and Non-Residents to hunt cougars $10 Resident and $35 Non-Resident.
Allow hunting with hounds.
allow state wide hunting with dogs
Allow the use of Hound Dogs to pursue and harvest cougar.
ALLOW USE OF DOGS WITH PERMITS AND AT LEAST ALLOW USE OF DOGS IN PROBLEM AREAS
Allow use of hounds.  The initiative was unconstitutional, and the worst part is that you know it.  I wish you would stand up for hunters for once on this issue.
Allow use of licensed ATVs on state roads and all forrest service roads (motorcycles already allowed...licensed ATVs with motorcycle license, turn signals, etc. 
should also be allowed).
Bait and hound them to reduce numbers by permit only.
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Bear is hard animal to hunt....mostly nocturnal.....any opportunity is best...keep it open with deer and elk with all season...same with cougar
bring back dogs and baiting
bring back hounds for cougar
Bring the dogs back
Change law regarding carrying firearms during archery season so hunters can protect themselves from Cougar that are now overpopulated. I have been hunting 
for 50 years and I see Cougar now and that never happened in the first 40 years of hunting experiance. Hound hunting should be implemented to put fear back 
into cougar and reduce populations to 1980 level.
cougar hunting should be open year round
Do to the uprising with cougar population please allow hunters to hunt with dogs again.  Give them a special season for let's say 10 days during FEB.  Please 
help us with this onging issue of these cats attacking our childern, pet's, cattle, and even hunters.  Think about the safety of people and not just property damage 
from elk and deer.  Property can be replaced or fixed people's lives cannot.
Dogs should be allowed.
Expand hound hunting opportunities
extend couger season
Hound hunting should be allowed as well as more liberal seasons.
hunt after deer & elk with dogs
hunt year round
Hunting with dogs in conjunction with guides
Hunting with dogs would greatly increase population control which is sorely needed. It would also increase public safety by increasing their fear of humans.
I dont recall as mutch talk about our cats as lately. bring back the dogs,no problem.
I have limited amount of time to hunt and I sure would like the chance to harvest a cougar if I filled my deer tag (my buddy can shoot his own deer)
I would like tosee the cougar season not to be during the deer and elk seasons.
longer season
More hound hunting should be allowed in problem areas.
no cougar hunting in units open to permit entry only elk hunting
Please ask those groups and individuals to offer public comment to the family when one of these cats kills a child or lone hiker in this State. We need to be 
hunting these animals with hounds as part of safety to the general public. You and I both know this.
Please do not change the Bear and Cougar hunts to be excluded during Elk and Deer hunts.  My group enjoys these hunts and allows us to hunt more than one 
species at a time.  Muzzle loaders opportunities are so limited now comparatively  it seems more unfair to further reduce or options.
Re-establish hound hunting
return to hound huntin
Should be able to bate.
should be baited and dog hunted
SINCE HUNTING WITH HOUNDS HAS BEEN BANNED I BELIEVE THAT THE GAME DEPT. HAS BEEN PAYING HOUND HUNTERS TO GET RID OF 
PROBLEM COUGARS. THIS COULD BE A VERY GOOD SOURCE OF REVENUE FOR THE WDFW IF THEY WERE TO GIVE OUT SPECIAL PERMITS TO 
HUNTERS FOR A FEE AND THE HUNTERS COULD HIRE A HOUND HUNTER UNDER CONTRACT OR SELECTED BY THE GAME DEPT TO HUNT THE 
PROBLEM BEAR IN PREDETERMINED AREAS.
These beautiful felines should never be hunted, nor should it be legal to tree a cougar with dogs, that is just plain spineless and cruel.
they need to be controled by using hounds,  Keep a healthy population.
We should be able to use hounds.
Whitman county has a cougar now and then but they are rare. I have never seen one in the ten years I have been hunting here.
Year round open for handicap hunters
allow dog pursuit
Allow dogs state wide. You hire them in hot spots anyway.
Allow some hound hunting permits to be given out by special permit in areas with large cat populations.
Allow year-round cougar hunting.
CONTINUE TO KEEP AS LONG A SEASON AS IS REASONABLY POSSIBLE
find a way to force suburbanites to have to deal with the bans on hounds, perhaps by REFUSING to remove problem animals.
More hound hunting oportunity on the west side!!
Open cougar season earlier in gmu's 113 and 117 earlier and longer.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities.Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a wheelchair are 
visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Repeal the law banning the use of hounds for cougar hunting especially in urban areas where they are becoming problematic.
Restrict non resident oppurtunities
see above
When you sweet talked us in to allowing permit only hound hunting in the North Central area no mention was ever made of shortening the "boot" hunter season.  
Re-establish it to its previous dates.  There would be no conflict.
Allow Dogs to be used again....
allow hound hunting for cougar in any sheep unit
Allow more permits to hund cougar with hounds/dogs.
and troubled cougars
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Continue or expand the current program.
Give a permit free with deer and elk permit, to help control the population without hound hunting
Hounds should be legal for everyone, not just special permit holders, seems like we've had increasing problems with cougar since hounds became illegal.
Multiple sitings of Cougar in GMU 329.  With limited/no cougar hunting and permit only deer hunting - has the Cougar population increased and is that a reason 
for lower GMU 329 deer populations?  Also have not seen as many Bighorn as of late.
need to reduce their numbers
One dog on leash in hand only persuit, adalt take 3 limit yearly, no dog, no limit
Open Cougar to Dogs.
you should be able to apply for a special hound cougar permit even though you dont own hounds.
ALlow everyone to submit a draw for a cougar hunt with dogs, not just those individuals with dogs.  If selected to harvest a cougar, the dogs could be rented 
orprovided by friends.  The WDFW could make more money if the hunting of cougar with dogs was open to everyone.
open to year round season, no limit
Allow electronic calls
Definitely require a valid deer or elk permit in hand for cougar hunters during deer and elk seasons.
Hound hunting needed.
Open season during deer and elk season with no tag or permit required.
Extend season for GMU's 101-124.
Open season with no restrictions in GMU areas open foe big game hunting.
should make hound hunting legal and baiting leagal more cougars are populating areas and kill off deer and elk herds
cougar shoot one get a tag for free
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Additional Comments - Deer
2 point min for blacktails state wide
2008 will be my 18th year hunting mulies in Okanagan county.  Over those years the general season has gotten shorter and earlier until now it s only about a 
week and so early we are hunting in 70 and 80 degree weather.  You must look at our neighboring state of Idaho for direction.  They are no different than 
Washington and yet their seasons run 3 weeks to a month depending on area hunted.  I am just baffeled at how our state's hunting seasons are edicted here.  
This may just be my last year hunting in Washington, depending on any rule changes beginning next year.  I will put in for special hunts as always but unless 
Washington state gets more hunter 'friendly', Idaho will get my money starting next year.
2-nd deer permits should NOT use up bonus points.  2-nd deer permits are a population control, not a trophy hunt.   Until this is put back to the way it was, I will 
in no way use my 10 plus years worth of bonus points on a dumb doe!    In areas like Spokane County's no firearms shooting areas where there is no 
competition from other user groups, why not open these areas fo archery hunting from September through Dec. 15th?  It would make for a more rut peak hunt 
and a longer season.  Most if not all of this land is private anyway so this would not be a free for all type hunt.  The no firearms areas are already established 
and on maps.
2-point minimum for all black-tail deer units/seasons
3 point min
3 point min. on eastern WA whitetail bucks
3 point minimum is the best thing that ever happen to the dear.
4 more days longer blacktail in sauk and stillaguamish  Oct 14- Nov 4
A deer tag should be valid until filled for any manner of harvest within the prescribed season, Archery, Muzzleloader, Modern firearm.
A late deer archery or muzzle loader season would be very beneficial in the Roosevelt 133 unit due to the high numbers of does in the area that cause property 
damage on a regular basis.
A late hunt is needed in central Washington
A legal muzzleloader should be a "legal" hunting weapon throughout the published Deer Season dates.
a lot of youth hunts are being used by the dads doing the shooting
A reasesment of the GMU's Seasons are getting way to short in an area that has an abundance of derr. Just a few years ago there were 2 seasons for deer in 
139. Now it's down to 9 days.
A second over the counter antlerless permit should be available.
Add a Late Muzzleloader season in the Okanogan. (example 215). This county is the premier Mule deer hunting area in Wa. Seems like a Non-permit late hunt 
could be tolerated
Add late season Deer Modern Rifle in Central WA
Add more Ether sex tag's..
add some any deer permits for unit 364
Additional youth special permits in units 101-127 would be beneficial to the youth that we are trying to mentor into the sport and would cause very little reduction 
to the numbers of special permits available to the general population.
Adopt more Quality Permit Only Units. Fewer quality/successful outings would be preferred to frustration of overuse in most current areas.
Again, look at general deer seasons in NE Washington one or two weeks later in year than exists today.
all deer should be 3 point minimum for the whole state with special permits to control smaller bucks
ALLOW A GENERAL LICENSE TO HUNT WITH MULTIPAL WEAPONS ( BOW, BLACK POWDER, & MODERN RIFLE)
Allow all hunters to buy muli weapon tags.
Allow all hunters to hunt all seasons if only one deer tag is given
Allow all northeast doe tags to be a second deer tag allowing the hunter to harvest a buck and doe or 2 does.
Allow hunter to shoot 1 antlered and 1 antlerless with an over the counter tag purchase where the buck to doe ratio is over 3:1.  Not allowing small bucks to be 
removed from the heard has not worked for years.
allow longer mule deer seasons in units that elk are not a factor.  change antlerless tags during general deer season to any deer not anterless or 3 point. there 
are a lot of old large 2 points that may be taken. poor genes from these bucks.
Allow more antlerless (doe) permits in all mule deer areas to maintain buck to doe ratios. Eliminate the three point or better regulations.
Allow more late buck tags on the east side.
Allow more muzzle-loader opportunity for late special permit seasons
Allow multiple deer tags, either vastly more special permits or simply allow the purchase of a second tag.
Allow scopes and jacketed bullets for muzzleloader's to be used in the modern rifle seasons. It dosen't make sense to restrict muzzleloaders in the regular 
modern seasons when scopes are used on high powered rifles and shotguns. Give us a chance to use what ever we like to hunt with.
allow someone to apply for more than 1 type of firearm, yet still only allowing for 1 Deer kill
Allow state wide Permit Deer Hunting.not west and eastside
Allow use of licensed ATVs on state roads and all forrest service roads (motorcycles already allowed...licensed ATVs with motorcycle license, turn signals, etc. 
should also be allowed).
Almota GMU 142 needs to change from 3 point minimum to spike and two point only for a year or two.  I have hunted there many years and have seen 
numerous 2 points push around 3 point or better bucks because they are the dominant buck.  Some of these bucks happened to stay 2 points so they are older 
than most 3 or better point bucks.  Please do something with this problem.  Believe me it is a problem even if biologists do not think this is possible.  I have 
spent many days each year in this area and know for a fact it is.
Any Buck And Longer modern rifle season.
Archery hunters (providing they wear blaze orange during modern firearms season, if they are stalking and not in a tree stand) should be allowed to hunt 
through modern firearms season, especially on private land.
Archery Mule Deer should again be for either sex
As a modern firearm deer hunter, I would like to be able to hunt the late season in NE Washington during Thanksgiving week, ending on Sunday after 
Thanksgiving. Please make a limited number of permits available (with group application).
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As I noted previously, I am totally in favor of closing as much road access and access by 4 wheel ATV's as possible.  Also, I think we should not have to 
choose between muzzleloader and modern firearm to hunt deer.  Make them share the same season, and let us go back and forth between the two if we want.
As I read the hunting magazines, I see most of the other areas of the Country allowing hunting just prior to and during the rut.  This is the time that antler rattling 
and attractive scents are most effective.  It seems to me that if it is the goal of herd managers to harvest the older mature bucks, that it would make more sense 
move the general hunting season to that same time period, that is just prior to and during the rut.  Also the issuing of more special permits and harvesting of 
more does would allow the development of more mature bucks, since the hunting pressure would not be on bucks only.  The 1:15 buck to doe ratio is causing 
the areas that I hunt to be over-run with does.  Every farmer that I talk to asks me if I have a doe permit.  Please consider moving the general season to just 
prior to the rut.  It will take care of several of the current herd management issues.
As I see it, the Blacktail deer population is low here in western Washington. Growing up in Wisconsin I think they have a much better management program 
then what Washington has. I would sugest taking a peek at how they run their Deer program and use that information
As stated earlier the three point requirement for deer should not include the eye guards. There should three points on the main beam of the animal. I'd love to 
see this change and many hunters I know like this idea. I believe the accidental or buck fever shooting of two points would be grately reduced. I find dead two 
points each season in the field with large antlers but no eye guards. Eye guards are difficult if not impossible to see and be sure of at any distance thus the 
hunters with less experince or control convince themselfs that they see eye guards. Three clearly visible antlers are the only way to go.
Aside from no late mule deer archery season in unit 204 all is good.
baiting deer is far from a guaranteed harvest.As far as being fair,baiting increases the selection process at times,but the time put in baiting absorbes the 
fairness I believe.After being active in the woods for months only to see a hunter take his first step into the woods for the year and harvest his deer.If it`s not 
broke don`t fix it!I would argue that it does not work on blacktails and/or muledeer.
Because the Whitetail deer population in Okanogan County is continuing to grow, hunting seasons set for Okanogan County should be the same as the 
Whitetail seasons in the Northern counties of Region 1.
Blacktail deer almost seem to be managed as an afterthougt in this state.  I would like to see most Blacktail GMU's to become forked horn or better, with a few 
selected for superior habitat and genetics to become 3 point or better to increase the mature Blacktail Buck population in Washington.
blacktail should go to branched antler.in all west side units ,hair slip has knocked the crap out of the population in just a few years we'd have a nice buck 
population back.
Bring back the general (open to all archers) late season archery hunts fka the Swakane late mule deer hunts Ddec 1st thru 15th
Change many of the Blacktail units to two-point or better (Willipa Hills and Ryderwood).  Make Spike only permits available to the youth.
Change regulations to Antlerless or 2pt or better in all Black Tail Areas
Change the start of rifle deer season to be the Saturday before Columbus Day (verses the current process of the first Saturday after the 18th so that more kids 
can hunt without missing school.
Consider expanding Master Hunter opportunities for deer.
Consider moving seasons one week later
Consider opening GMU 621 for late season archery.  A lot of people seem to hunt it anyway.
Create a break between archery, muzzleloader, and modern rifle seasons. It's not good when modern rifle season opens on a Saturday and the muzzleloader 
season closes the day before.
Create a special hunt permit for late November in some of the northeast counties to allow 10-15 permits for a late buck hunt. even if it over laps with archery 
this few of hunters would not impact the archer season any more than a grouse hunter would. But would allow a quality hunt.
Deer herds that number 5/95 buck/doe ratios are not utilizing the overbundance of does that are overwintering. Opportunity for anterless hunts, with a second 
deer permit, if necessary could help correct the ratios and provide a lot of recreational opportunity.
deer hunting has gone down hill in the whole state with the exception of whitetail in eastern WA
DEER HUNTING NEEDS TO STOPPED IN GMUS 360,368,352,364,356,336,340
Deer opportunities and better seasons should be given more equally among all weapon types-
Deer season either needs to be extended or a later start date. The weather is a huge part of hunting and it can be 60 degrees on Oct 14th.
Deer season is becoming more and more difficult each year. The season keeps getting moved earlier and earlier. I remember when opening day was the day 
after Halloween. Now its a couple weeks before. I don't think it should be moved a day earlier each year.
Delay the start of the general firearm deer season by two weeks. As the seasons seem to be changing, the weather is often too warm. Overlap deer season 
with Elk season.
Do everything we can to increase habitat
Do more emergency winter feeding to prevent winter kill.
DO NOT CHANGE THE EARLY ARCHERY SEASON DATES OR HARVEST STRUCTURE. (BUCK ONLY FIRST HALF OF MONTH, EITHER SEX SECOND 
HALF OF MONTH)
Doe deer tags should be available through normal channels. If there is an either sex deer tag for modern firearms, there might be a chance that the deer 
population could be controlled and offer a better chance of actually getting and animal. Might not be pratical to offer either sex but have an option availalble for 
harvest doe's by OTC with a cap inplace.
Dont allow anti-hunt groups the opportunity to purchase hunting licences or permits. Have them prove they own the firearm they are hunting with. I know it 
sound dumb but that is why you are having problems.
Don't have a muzzle loader season  a week before modern rifle deer season.
Don't let there be a huge disease crash to keep whitetail numbers in check. Allow for more antlerless harvest and manage for quality.
dont lose your points for a second doe tag
Dont start modern firearm dear season before Oct 15. This year for example it should start on Oct 18
Due to over population of hunters on public land the entire state should be a draw state for deer other then youth hunters.  It's difficult to provide a quality youth 
hunt due to the amount of people hunting on public land during Modern Firearm season.
Due to the large number of white tail deer in Eastern Washington, additional doe tags should be allowed to be purchased after you have filled your general tag 
and/or special drawings. Minnesota is an extreme example but you can get up to 7 doe tags after filling your general tags in the intensive harvest areas.  This 
greatly helps control the number of car/deer incidents in those areas and saves lives.
Early Season Modern Firearm Mule Deer hunt opening weekend should not be the same weekend as Waterfowl hunting.  This is a major problem having fully 
camoflauged waterfowl hunters out and about the same time Modern Firearm Deer hunters are pursuing deer in low light situations, plus it decreases the 
experience having every pond covered by waterfowlers and disrupting the deers daily routine making hunting very difficult.
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Eastern WA season is to early, should be set back at least 2 weeks
Eastern Wash Mule Deer start season one week latter
Eastern wash. deer season should run latter in Oct and into Nov like it did in the past
Eastern Washington Deer Season needs to be moved back to the last week of October or the first week of November.  There is less fire danger and better 
hunting as the deer are starting to migrate.  That is when the season used to be 15 years ago.  It has been progressively been getting earlier and earlier in 
October.  It has gotten to the point you need sun tan lotion, many times the fire danger level is so high you can't have a camp fire, and few deer have moved 
down from the high country.  In the alternative, change the season to two weeks.  Several years ago GMU247 was a two week season.  It was much better 
hunting.
Eastern washington modern deer is too short still. Most who can't get vacations only get two weekends to hunt. In addition, it would be nice to move the eastern 
wash. season to open a week later and end later.
Eastern Washington Mule deer season needs to be later (late Oct - early Nov.) & longer. Most of the deer heards are still up north when the season is early 
(early to mid Oct). Short season puts too many hunters in the woods at the same time longer season would reduce some of this.
Eastern Washington should be 4-point minimum on Mule Deer. This increase our buck to doe ratio and less bucks would be killed and more 3 points would 
survive giving a better mature buck herd.
Eliminate the three point minimum for most areas for all species.  Control the population by permits for anterless and for "trophy" bucks (over four point bucks).  
Set the general season two weeks later.
establish 3 pt or better buck season for late season muzzle loader in GMU 130
Establish a late buck muzzleloader season seperate from modern late buck and available in eastern and western Washington.
EVERY HUNTERS SHOULD ALLOW ONE OF EACH SEX
evtend the regular modern firearms season 5 days longer
expand deer tag for any weapon
Expand the general season to at least the last two weeks in October
Expand whitetail and blacktail opportunities during the rut for modern firearm hunters. The impact on these species would be far less than the impact on mule 
deer because they are simply harder to harvest. If hunters could have a better opportunity to harvest whitetails and blacktails, more hunters would hunt for 
them. Give us a break.
Extend the general deer season by a few more days in the Grayback unit. The shortened season does not allow time for migratory animals to show up because 
of hot, dry, dusty and noisy conditions.  Ending the season on a Friday really sucks. Extend it by a couple days or open it a couple days later to allow the 
possibility of cooler weather to occur.
Extend the Late Buck Season until Thanksgiving.
Extend the season to 12 days openon wednesday, there are to many people hunting all at once and it puts to much stress on the animals. that may help by 
eliminating the weekend hunter on opening day.
Extra tags for residents in the GMU's that have a over population of deer.  This would be one way residents could recoup property damage cost. (insurance 
cost, fence damage, feed)
Feels like Washington is behind other states with heavy deer populations in that you can only take a buck or a doe when you draw a doe tag.  The does are 
taking over some parts, doe tag should be incremental to antlered deer tag...
Fewer antlerless deer permits in unit 667
Focus on habitat improvement, winter range issues to improve hunting using the fees paid by hunters to fund new programs.
For each PMU in popular Mule deer areas, make 1 GMU hunting by permit only for antlered (no 3pt. minimum) and antlerless during the modern general 
season.  The other GMU's in the PMU would remain the same with a general season and a permit only late buck season.
For GMU 388.  When you reduce the number of hunting days, which you will do no matter what we say, delay the opening instead of taking days away from  the 
end.  I have hunted the Grayback unit for 47 years and I KNOW when the opportunity is better.  Other than opening day, the season is dead until near the end, 
when pre-rut starts.  I have in the field experience with this and know it to be true, no matter what your " experts say".  But, I am beating a skinless drum and no 
one will listen.  You---are---driving----people---away from participating, because you continue to take away prime hunting days.
For the general deer season for modern firearm I would like to see it open to any buck for the entire state.
General Hunting season is too early. It should not start till the last week of October and continue through to mid November. I hunt GMU 245 and we are hunting 
local deer at the October 11th opening plus the fact that if you shoot a deer the meat is rotten by the time you get the deer out of the woods as most of the time 
the temperatures are in the 70's or 80's and the leaves are still on the trees! It would be nice to shoot migratory deer rather than local deer.
General modern deer season for Grayback unit should be extended to 16 days to end on a Sunday instead of Friday. Desired Buck to Doe ratios have been 
attained and the 2 extra days may bring cooler wetter weather. In 2008 seven (7) days have been eliminated from the general season.
General modern fire arm deer seasons are too early.  Start the season two weeks later or split the season with one starting in 1st Saturday after 10 October (1 
week) and a second season starting Nov 1st (1 week).
GENERAL MULE DEER SEASON IS TOO EARLY,NOT ALLOWING THE OPPERTUNITY TO HARVEST MIGERTORY HERD ANIMALS
General mule deer season. Seasons are becoming shorter and earlier in the month of october. How about a split season. Example: 5 days early october, 4 
days late october and each hunter has to pick one or the other not both. The number of days depending on the herd. The earlier season with more days then 
the late. This will distribute the hunting pressure and make for a more enjoyable general season. thanks, Rob
general season for mordern fire should be one week later  muzzle loader should be one week later and longer  archery should stay the same that is what they 
wanted
Gentle, beautiful, and docile animal who should be admired for its beauty and gracefullness, not killed.
GET RID OF PRIVATE LANDS MANAGEMENT IN GRANT COUNTY NO MORE 3 MONTH SEASONS FOR David Stevens and his cronies. Eight day season 
like us!
Get rid of the 3-point mule deer ruling and provide doe tags, allow youth hunters to shoot spikes and two-points and turn some eastern units into draw only.  
INCREASE THE SEASON LENGHT TO AT LEAST 2 WEEKS!!! 8 Days is ridiculous.
Gmu 278 should be considered to be open for late muzzleloader.  Ringold is already open and it borders the area.
Go to a draw system for all mule deer hunts. Provide more hunts for people with disabilities. Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only 
those who are vetrans, bound to a wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Have an either sex day
Have more antler restrictions on the westside for more quality deer hunting and more late season special buck permits.
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Have the last wekend of early season be either sex whitetail and do not draw doe tags.  Also, the seasons should be shifted later in the year a few days to 
compensate for the warmer weather.
Having lived in and hunted the Vail areas for over 30 years, it has come to my attention the numbers of blacktail deer are DEcreasing. I have also heard the 
same reports from other areas.  It seems every year I find where someone has shot a doe, or button buck, just to leave it to rot.  The general consenus is, YOU 
are allowing too many doe permits and maybe its time to make it a 2 or 3 point only area?  Or, is it true the timber co. owns you?
High deer populations in urban areas should be controlled by special permit ARCHERY hunts. These have proven extremely successful in large and small 
communities all around the country. In areas where the proximity to residences is very close, an archer should pass a special urban density safety exam before 
being allowed to hunt such areas.
Hispanic poaching is a huge problem year round. We need strong punishment for these offenders
Historically, the deer season used to be longer.  Although, I understand that this may not be possible anymore due to game numbers; I think the season should 
be shifted to allow general hunting in November.  Lately, I've been hunting whitetails when it was 75 degrees in October. I hope that you will consider a later 
modern firearm season.
How about shortening general westside modern deer 3 days and adding it to the late hunt so we would have a full week in November.
Hunters should be able to buy a tag and hunt all weapon seasons.  The "choose your weapon" tag system is what is driving muzzleoading and archery season 
participation down.
hunters with disabilities can take any legal deer starting with the opening of hunting season and ending with the last day of hunting season (like multi-hunt 
permit) except  they can use equipment of their choice.   They are limited as to where and how they can hunt and they would still only be able to kill one deer  
just have a longer season  increasing their odds of one kill
I am a land owner in GMU 133.  I strongly believe that the antlerless harvest opportunity in this area should be increased.  I am also concerned about the 3 
point requirement in this area.  Every year I find 3-4 skulls from two point deer.  Some may be cat kills but I am positive that most are shoot and count later.  
Especially because there are many very large horned two points.

I am a muzzle loader hunter and have been for about 13 years and our hunting opportunities have gone down hill changes need to be made to level load the 
pressure better and entice more people to choose this hunting method.  The one major change we need is more time to hunt.  With our Elk and Deer seasons 
being the same week we basically wait all year to hunt for one week when modern and archery have atleast 2 full weeks a year of good hunting opportunities.
I am an avid hunter and hunt mostly out-of-state.  I would like to most like to see:1)more early buck areas for rifle hunters in other roadless areas on public land, 
i.e. between the Glacier Peak wilderness  area and the Chiwawa river, the Wenaha wilderness, the ridge north of I-90 and east of North Bend and others. 
(2)The four day longer season brought back on mule deer in the cental WA migratory units.
I am concerned about the blacktail deer population in Grays Harbor and Pacific Counties.  Deer do not seem as plentiful as in the past.  Over the last three to 
four years many fellow hunters in the area have noticed what seems to be a large drop in deer.
I am concerned in my area of the Palouse about the number of deer taken and the lack of quality bucks.  There is no easy fix for the number of Mule deer not 
being able to live to maturity.  I like the three point rule to help bucks get bigger before being harvested, but don't like breeding bucks that grow two points only.  
The white tails in my area seem to have an out of wack buck to doe ratio.  I spend all of my time at work and hunting in the field and do not belive that we have 
enough bucks compared to the number of does.
I am genuinely concerned about the proliferation of baiting in eastern wa. It's not about out witting the animal or learning it's habits etc. It's how much bait can I 
put out and what time does my camera say the animal will be at the bait station. Fifteen years ago most hunters thought baiting deer and elk was illegal. Well it 
should be. Save the sport. It's getting way too techno!
I am retired but I think the last day of hunting should end on a Sunday (not a Friday) so all people who work have a chance to hunt the weekend. This should 
apply to all species of game.
I beleieve that you should hunt your area that you live in and if you go esle where then you pay for a non-resident permit.
I believe a 3 point restriction should be made statewide and that you should be able to draw an antlerless permit for a seperate season allowing for the harvest 
of 2 deer anually.
I believe that the change of GMU 588 to 388 was a mistake.  The Unit is not laid out correctly it overlaps Estern and Western WA. There needs to be a break at 
the Klickitat River. The current situation allows for an Elk refuge the negatively effects the deer wintering grounds and ultimately the deer population.
I believe the so called point system  is flawed. I have seen and know of hunters that have drawn a special permit for late buck that had very few, if any points. I 
have also witnessed hunters that have yet to be drawn that have accumilated many points. I believe the number of hunters allowed in "group hunts" is too large. 
When a hunter with zero points goes in with a hunter that has more, and gets drawn, it is not fair to the hunters that have been trying for many years and have 
many points just to be disapointed again. The point system needs a major OVERHAUL!!! What happens to the older hunter that has accumilated all these 
points? Do they wait until they are handicapped just to follow a new set of rules? I think there are too many choices of hunts also. Many are being drawn NOT 
for their first choice, and are allowed to hunt in the first choice of others that have yet to be drawn. It seems like the more points you have, you have less of a 
chance of drawing!
I do not think your assessment of hair-loss is accurate amongst the mule deer population was accurate and you restricted "antlerless" based on you study.  I 
have yet to see anything but healthy deer where I hunt.  Open up antlerless again, not all of us are trophy hunters.  Extend the late season.
I don't like antlerless permits being given in areas that are mainly migratory, such as Entiat. It seems that this mainly accomplishes the local doe poulation 
being wiped out. Based on what I had noticed when there were 150-200 antlerless permits given, it resulted in seeing a lot less deer around during the summer, 
which indicates to me that the local population takes a hard hit and it doesn't have any affect on the migrators.
I dont understand how the antlerless deer season goes for weeks in western washington for archery when some of the units have so few deer (407 437) to 
name a couple? I hunt with archery equipment for deer so this does effect me directly.
I feel that existing hours extend legal shooting beyond safe shooting light.  Should be changed to earlier.
I feel that on the west side we need to go to a 2 point or better on deer.  Especially with our hair loss problems.  Also how about going to more special tag deer 
areas on the west side.
I feel there needs to be a bigger and better selection of late muzzleloader mule deer tags ie the 300 and 200 gmus
I feel washington state should adopt licensing procedures to allow hunting with any weapon type for deer. They have the option to buy an archery tag or 
muzzleloader deer tag. If unsuccessful then they return the tag and purchase a modern firearm tag.
I feel your trying to cator to the kill everything crowd by doing away with the 3 point minimum for mule deer, because my experiance living in mule deer country 
is that when these bucks go through there 2nd hunting season they tend to wise up, they tend to move away from the doe's and become more solitary,they also 
are more likly to run than stand and look, therefore survival rate is better!!! I have lived through the kill everthing era and remember seeing very few doe's with 
fawns. Since the 3 point era you very seldom see a doe without a fawn!!!  Another thing to consider is when you get a bad winter the mature animals tend to 
survive therfore the deer herd recovery is going to be shorter. As far as overall survival, your not killing enough COUGAR!!!!!!!!
I find some of the local hunting, Inland Empire Paper Company on Mica Peak and Mt. Spokane,  risky for modern rifles.  There are a lot of houses out there.  
I'm not sure modern firearms should be allowed in all the IEP areas.
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I guess my comment has to do more with the way an area/areas are being managed than the species in particular.  I would like to see the Umptanum ridge 
portion of the Umptanum Unit, at least, managed seperately from the Clemans Mtn/Upper Wenas portion of the Unit managed. Make Umptanum Ridge a permit 
only rifle/ML deer hunt and limit access.  The number of big bucks in the area was phenonemal  up to the return of the 3 point and better regulation.  Make a 
limited access late season archery hunt in early December-no permit required.  I wouldn't mind seeing the whole unit managed that way, but the open area in 
the Umptanum Ridge country almost demands that something like that be done.
I have drawn the Multiseason season deer tag twice, I love that tag.  I would recommend that you have a multiseason deer tag that you could purchase over the 
counter of course it would be more expensive than the regular deer tag.  I would love to see an archery/muzzleloader combo deer tag.  I have no desire to ever 
rifle hunt for deer in the state of WA again.  The areas I have hunted are too crowed and dangerous during the modern firearm general season.
I have hunted the Grayback area near Goldendale, since the mid 60 s we generally went over around Thanksgiving if the season was open. If the weather was 
fairly good we would see several bucks, but not always get one, but the chances were pretty good if you hunted hard. NOW the season is to early, there are 
only local bucks, and they are in the farmers fields which are closed. They have closed the main gates to get into the area, so you have to walk at least 4 miles 
to reach the area to start hunting. We had friends that walked 11 miles into the kieser butte area before they found deer. I can't walk that far now. So I would 
like to see the area opened longer and try to get the gates open at least to where they were before, so we could at least get into the area.
I have hunted the Twisp area all my hunting days, 40+ years, it seems the early close of the season and the 3 point rule is putting all the pressure on the local 
deer herds. We never have much of a chance at migrating deer at all. Many locals have said there are too many migrating deer in their pastures and back yards 
after the general season is over! I remember when the season ran 5 weeks, 1 week into November, and every camp site was taken from Beaver Creek to Loop 
Loop. It seems the WDFW wants more deer to so that when we have a bad winter(and we have) there will be a higher starvation ratio? I don't understand? 
From what locals say I think we need more special permit for those late hunts. I could go on for longer but I'll close saying, I know the migration Mule deer 
herds are difficult because of many factors, The rules for them cannot be the same as lowland area Mule deer, we need to manage better.
I have loved deer hunting since the first time I can remember setting foot in deer camp years ago. My family has always hunted mule deer. It seems that the 
number of animals we encounter while hunting has to do primarily with the season, the full moon, and the amount of traffic. My biggest concern is managing 
mule deer to bring the population back to life and make it thrive. I don't really have any good suggestions because it would take many studies and some sharp 
individuals to figure out how to retain the growth of mule deer populations. But it would be nice if we at least attempted to manage the population other than 
closing off roads and seasons.
I have seen atleast three deer a year shot & left because of the 3-point minimum.  Changing it to a 2-point minimum, over all, would save the amount of deer 
being harvested.
I hunt deer in north central WA.  The regular season is set for mid-Oct.  Which is typically warm to hot.  I wwould like to see the regular season hunt delayed by 
at least a week.  For me this would greatly improve the 'quality' of the hunt.
I hunt deer primarily in unit 133 and I see an huge disproportion in the amount of mule deer bucks to mule deer does.  Many years, I will see ratios of 2-4 bucks 
per 100 does.  talking to landowners in the area, I find that they are very frustrated with the seemingly low amount of mule deer doe permits available.  I think 
that increased mule deer doe permits and/or landowner doe permits would be a great option.  In these areas, those herd ratios should be more like 25-40 bucks 
per 100 does
I hunt in region 5. I would like to see more weapon type choice for youth allowing for my kids and I to hunt together but allowing them additional opportunity, 
other than modern firearm.
i hunt with a muzzleloader. we need at least a season with two full weekends.
I KEEP SAYING IT BUT NO ONE LISTENS! You would see more hunters and more $$$$$ for the state if we had a little longer season. 2-weeks early and 2 
weeks for late buck doesnt cut it anymore. People are to busy and need more time to get out in the woods now days. Need to extend later & longer deer season 
like when I was a kid. I have always said that. Thanksgiving day hunts were the ones to remember! Its been too dry and it seems to me the rut keeps moving 
back later also..Thank you
I notice a concern about a hunter with a bear/cougar tag hunting during deer season, and the perception is they are party hunting. Have they not tagged their 
deer already and still want some time in the field?
i really believe that there should be an increase in oppurtunity for antlerless blacktail deer hunting on the westside, with particular attention regarding units 
621,627,624,615. i think a buck and a doe would be fair, especially on some of these lightly hunted portions.

I really would like to see eastern mule deer opened up to spike and or 2 point only.  And permits for trophy bucks where the bucks are meeting post season 
objectives. Let those small bucks grow up to breed so we won't have so many 2 points breeding. When all the big bucks are eliminated during hunting season.
I request that the Battle Ground unit length of season be made longer as it was in past years.  With the abundance of deer in this area it would help families like 
mine to better our chances for a harvest as we rely on wild game to feed our family.
I support instituting a late season whitetail buck only hunt in GMU 101.  With the expanding population in this area it makes sense to me that the late season 
opportunity be expanded to this area.
I support some system for multiple deer tags in areas of high deer density like the Methow Valley.  Perhaps weight these extra tags for local residents if that's 
legal to do.  Seems like there are so many deer getting hit and starving in the winter that we should be able to put a few more in the freezer without doing any 
harm.
i think hunters need to stop killing young baby blacktail deer and make it a 2 point minimum across western washington. killing a new born baby while it is still 
with it's mother is really is not hunting in my opinion.
I think over all the three popint or better rule in eastern Washington is working. I Have harvested and seen harvested larger bucks than in the past.
I think that there should be some late season special deer permits available for mule deer in the blue mountains.
I think that there should be some youth special permits that are restricted to a 3 point or less law to allow some more mature bucks to grow in quality gmu's like 
290, 245, 251, 250 ect...
i think the department should run seasons for bow,muzzle and modern concurrently or some variation where the deer aren't kept on the run for 5 months which 
has to hurt their survival rate in harsh winters if they aren't "harvested"the same comment for elk.
I think the early high hunt for deer, that starts September 15th, should go to a draw. It is getting way to crowded.
I think the general mule deer season in most 200 GMU's should be put back to 14 days, to spread out the hunters and give hunters the oppertunity to hunt with 
less pressure.
I think the late season permits for the wind river, West klickitat,and grayback are awsome. I have been fortunate enough to draw the wind river twice and both 
times had a quality hunt that is very rare in this area in this day and age. Why not add a few permits for the muzzeloaders and archers? The muzzeloaders are 
already there hunting elk so four or five deer permits are not going to stress the animals. A late bowhunt would be great even if some roads were closed for 
winter there is still plenty of area to hunt.

I think the three point mule deer permit has helped produce more trophy mule deer and would like to see it continue ecspecially in modern deer seasons.  
Archery hunters dont harvest nearly as many bucks so it wouldn't be a bad idea to allow them an any buck opportunity ecspecially in early season conditions.
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I think Washington needs to look at what other states have tried on antler restrictions and see how badly it failed. If hunters are allowed to hunt any antlered 
buck, a wider variety of each age group would be harvested and more mature bucks would be left to breed.
I think wdfw should restrict general mule deer buck modern rifle season in SE Washington and add some late season mule deer buck permits.
I think we need a better,or more hunts for disabled hunters.
I think we need alot more youth deer hunts!
I think you it should be considered with the large numbers of does available to look hunters either purchasing multiple doe tags or a single buck tag.  given the 
choice, I personally would rather have the meat and would purchase multiple doe tags.  Do this without it having to be a special permit for the second deer.  I do 
believe the population could support this.
I would highly encourage making more B tags available in the Northeast GMUS and allowing a hunter to fill both tags with does if they so desire
I would like it if there was a 3pt. minimum general season in gmu 329.
I would like the modern arms general season at GMU247 begin one or two weeks later to provide a better opertunity for our success. Shortening the season by 
two days would be OK
I would like the season on hunting Mule deer extended to two weeks. Also would like to see gates to be able to open as I am a disabled hunter and it would give 
me to get where other hunters go.
I would like to have more special drawings for late season Archery Mule deer hunting.
I would like to see a draw for deer per county if a hunter wants to hunt that county he must be drawn for it or when you perchase your tag you must ask for that 
county and the season to start a little later
I would like to see a later general season.  (November)
I would like to see a longer season and use of other methods, such as special drawings to control harvest while reducing the number of hunters in the field on 
any given day.
I would like to see a modern firearm general deer season later in October than currently set up.  I wuld like to be hunting deer during the general season during 
the last week of October.
I would like to see a three point minimum on all deer in eastern Washington (whitetail and mule deer).  If necessary have a seperate season for youth and 
seniors where spike only could be harvested.  But don't allow youth or seniors to harvest younger animals during the general season.  This would only 
encourage party hunting among family.
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE A TWO POINT MINIMUM ON ALL BLACK TAIL BUCKS AND MORE AREAS OPEN TO MUZZLELOADER
I would like to see all of eastern washington go to permit only, for the general season and the late season.
I would like to see all of eastern washington mule deer tags be put on a draw system.  Make what is now the general october season a draw season, and still 
keep it a 3pt min.  And still give out late season tags in november.  For example the Entiat unit:  Give out between 500 - 1000 october tags.  And give out 
between 40 - 80 november tags.  The exact amount of tags would be detrimed by buck to doe ratios.  Also in units like the Entiat, Chewuch, Pearrgin, Gardner, 
Pogue, Coiche, Chiliwist, Alta, Manson, Swakane, Mission, Chiwawa, Slide ridge, Desert, Naneum, Teanaway, L.T. Murray, Bethel, Alkali, and Grayback.  
Manage for a buck to doe ratio of 20 to 25 bucks per 100 does.
I would like to see less antlerless deer taken in region 6
i would like to see longer seasons to help out with the over crowding in just two weekends of hunting. i think it would be better to spread out the season. and to 
start he season later in the year
I would like to see more area opened to archey in eastern washington with those being 245, 251,328,335,266 & 329 to take the pressure off the small area that 
all the hunters gather and put so much pressure on the deer.  I also don't understand why 251 is open to modern firearm and not archery.  In a highly populated 
area archery would be the safer choice.
I would like to see more areas opened for late quality deer permits that do not currently have any. More areas would also help with draw odds together with less 
hunt choices.
I would like to see more road closures and motor vehicle restrictions to increase the amount of quality hunting area. I am very pleased with the current mosern 
firearm late buck hunts that are offered. I would support making all late buck hunts by special permit only to reduce buck mortality and to offer greater quality 
late hunts.
I would like to see something simular to what Eastern Oregon is doing with the Deer and only allowing a limted number of permits per unit. There are to many 
hunters out there. I apply there every year. I am drawn every 2 to 3 years. Its about the quality of the hunt not about the kill.
i would like to see the 3-point rule stay as is, i enjoy hunting and it is wonderful to see the 2-point and below, when i am out hunting.
I would like to see the disparity in the length of modern firearm and muzzle loader seasons compared to archery more evenly divided.Even if the sucess rates 
are not as high in archery the loss of wounded game is much higher.Even if a change  in the  length of the archery seasons added no additional days to non 
archery seasons I would support a change such as this.
I would like to see the end of issuing tags to property owners for damage control. These tags are sold to the highest bidder and allow only a select few to take 
quality bucks with little or no effort. This decreased the much needed gene pool that is key to quality buck populations. Or limit them to 2 point or less.  the 
increasing pressure from development in the Methow valley has resulted in more fences and restrictions to deer movement. Is there an effort being made to 
work with developers and agriculture interest to eliminate when possible these barriers.

I WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE LATE BUCK HUNT IN EASTERN WASH. START A LITTLE LATER, AND RUN THROUGH THANKSGIVING LIKE IT DID MANY 
YEARS AGO, LOTS BETTER CHANCE FOR SNOW THEN, AND THEY DRAG SO MUCH EASIER IN SNOW IF YOU ARE LUCKY ENOUGH TO GET ONE.
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE LATE SEASON FOR ARCHERY WESTSIDE LAST TO END OF DECEMBER LIKE IT WAS.
I would like to see the muzzleloader season changed in 121 to a late season and get rid of the early season, or let muzzleloaders and archers hunt at the same 
time it, Huckleberry is a huge unit.  Thanks
I would like to see the return of the late buck season that was in place in the 70's for northeastern whitetail.  this season ran from Thanksgiving for about 10 
days, no permit required.
I would like to see the season extended in Eastern Washington
I would like to see units 266 and 269 added to the general late archery season, because so much of this area is closed during the early general season due to 
extreme fire danger.
I would like to seperate the deer and elk general muzzleload season
I would love to see more of an emphasis on mangement of health Quality deer heards rather than maximum carrying capacity. I spend 12-15 days a year 
hunting deer and twice that many days scouting for deer. I would love to see better buck doe ratios. I am very excited to hear the department using language 
like "quality" and even more so "mature". I hate the word TROPHY because that can mean so many different things to different people but there is no disputing 
wether an animal is mature ot not.
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I would really like to see mule deer put into a management system that isn't robbing our herds of the best genetics they have to offer.  Wether that be a hunting 
by special permit only or a 2/3 point maximum antler point restriction.
I would suggest making almost all region 3 GMU's special draw and reducing tag numbers for Yakima Training Center.
I would suggest splitting the deer season in to two groups to allow for fewer hunters in the field at any one time.  A Hunters would be given a group choice to 
hunt for the first week of the season and then the next year be limited to the second week of the season.  By splitting up the hunters this would allow for a 
quality hunting experience.  along with this a set opening time of Oct 14 each year and at least a 14 day+ season.
i would to see a 2 point min. for deer on the west side. you see alot of people the shoot anything with horns. it would only take about 2 years to see a good 
change in the quailty of black tail buck. or get rid of the late hunt for 3 years. that also would help.
I wouldn't mind seeing another limited entry unit like the desert unit, that way we get some more trophy potential, or a few units going to the 2 point or less with 
muture deer being hunted by special permit-a similar thing worked in southern Idaho, where after they met the muture deer numbers they wanted they left the 
season as 2 point or less but then opened it up to any buck for 3 days.
i`VE SEEN A GREATJUMP IN MULE DEER NUMBERS SINCE THE 3 POINT MINIMUM RULE, I THINK ITS GREAT AND MAKES IT MORE CHANGELLING, 
LEAVE IT ALONE, DON`T HARVEST SPIKES AND 2 POINTS
I'd like to see  Deer and Elk Muzzle loader seasons longer, together, and in more areas (300 units).
I'd like to see some of the modern firearm late permits in the Methow/ Okanogan converted to Archery
Idaho has month long seasons with Elk season overlaps, hunting presures are reduced and success levels are no different than Washington, this also reduces 
the number of hunters in the field at one time. With our 9 day seasons we force all hunters into the field at the same time which is also unsafe.
If a pool of special permit tags is set aside for non-residents, allow residents to purchase them after a certain date. First come first serve, similar to Idaho.
IF WE KEEP MOVING THE GENERAL DEER SEASON UP WE WILL BE HUNTING DEER IN AUGUST. WHEN IS WDFW GOING TO MOVE DEER 
SEASON BACK A WEEK OR TWO, OR EXTEND THE SEASON UNTILL THE LAST WEEK OF OCT., OR THE FIRST WEEK OF NOV.?
If you would specifically allow the harvest of only dry does and young bucks for a few years the bigger bucks would be doing the breeding resulting in a healthier
herd
Implement a permit only season for mule deer October 24-31st for any buck in chelan and okanogan counties, give out approximately 200 permits per unit.  this 
will help give hunters a better hunt and clear out the application pool allowing those who really want the november hunts higher drawing odds.
improve fawn survival and natality rates. Manage for older bucks.
Improve mature deer numbers on public and private lands by limiting access.  Example- Vail Tree Farm has so many open roads and truckloads of immature 
bucks.  Is it really that much to ask for "Walk-In" areas? I would sacrifice filling my tag for the ability to see a higher percentage of mature bucks.
In a recent addition of Field & Stream, the article concluded that the 3-point minimum requirement did not increase the likelihood that mating would occur 
between mature bucks and does.  It was determined that younger bucks often bred equally or even at a greater rate than older bucks.  Is this true?  If it is, does 
it make sense to maintain a 3-point system?
In addition to standard Deer tag,  antleless deer tags should be available for purchase for all hunters.
In E. WA there are many large buck with less than 3 point--reduce the point zize to 2 points.
In most situations point restrictions would be desirable.
In southeast WA we seem to have an overabundance of does. I suggest that a doe could be harvested along with a buck this season. This would be better than 
having the local farmers having to remove  the dead deer from their fields that have died due to black tongue and other diseases.
In the area where I hunt, the mule deer bucks are doing much better in comparison prior to the three point rule. Each year they get bigger and bigger and they 
are healthy!  I was able to take a 4 by 7 last year with my rifle, and I am going to hunt archery this year hoping to harvest another nice buck!  I am all for the 
three point or better rule and hope that it doesn't change.  As far as youth hunters, I would like to see more areas for the little guys or even just first time hunters 
to go that would leave them with a better than average chance at taking their first deer.  It is imperative that youth get involved at a young age!  I know that 
there was a hunt designed for 16 and under hunters, but too many of these youth hunters were not shooting their own deer, it was their dad's and uncle's or 
friends shooting the animals.
In the area, North of Deer Park, that I hunt deer it is largley agrucultural.  There are so many Deer, i have talked with several land owners and they are loosieng 
tons of crops due to this issue.  Maybe giving out more permits to land owners is possible.
In the three Eastern Washington units that we have hunted for 15 years (Beesley, St. Andrews, Moses Coulee), we have steadily seen a decrease in 3 point or 
better Mule Deer.  We see lots of deer but legal Bucks are few.  Something has got to change.
Increase deer season to 14 days and have it so that hunters have to hunt the 1st seven days of the season every other year. By doing this you will relieve the 
hunting pressure. Some hunters will get the opening day "1st crack at deer and some will get the advantage of a possible change in the weather in the second 
week". Also make the season fron the 15th to the 29th regardless of which day of the week it falls on.
increase enforcement
Increase Master Hunter opportunities for deer statewide, including general season antlerless harvest where beneficial, and special damage-control and 
antlerless permits.
Increase permit hunts for Archery hunters.
Increase road closures on public lands to restrict road hunting and increase the quality of hunts.
Increase the length of hunting season in areas highly populated with deer to last until the weekend after Thanksgiving, as it used to be.
increase the permit numbers and area for senior (over 65) and handicaped hunters.
Increase whitetail opportunity in Okanogan County

Instead of giving out large numbers of permits for a certain area, spread out and share opportunities.  ie.  rifle, archery, muzzleloader, 65+, youth, disabled, etc.
It would be nice if the general season could be later in the year so we could get in on the rut season like many other states.
its been 3 point or better long enuff!
It s time to make it fair for all us that hunt in this state. 1st..choose your weapon for the season and know that you will use that same weapon for the next three 
years.The 1st year modern firearm will open with the normal mid october start,then bow,then muzzleloader. The next year we will all rotate season's and 
muzzleloader will start mid october, modern firearm, then archery, and finally the 3rd year rotate again and archery will open 1st in mid october,then 
muzzleloader and modern firearm...After the 3rd year start all over with a new 3 year rotation and again choose your weapon for the next 3 year's...Make the 
system fair for all of us hunters and a chance for different season...
I've hunted and hunted and never made my kill. I need a kill
Keep current 3 point restiction but expand special drawings and offer a late hunt to central Washington.
Keep the 3 pt minimum restrictions on Mule Deer in Eastern Washington but lengthen the season by an additional week.
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KEEP THE BAITING PROGRAM

Klickitat County has seen a significant decrease in the Deer population over the last five years. I believe that this is partly to due with the increase in Cougar 
Population. In order to keep a sustainable deer population there should be more  opportunities to harvest Cougars. A special draw dog/hound hunt might work.
land owners in ne washington should be able to purchase 2nd whitetail antleress tag.
Late Buck (during rut) seasons are very limited in Eastern WA.  The heavy cover we have in NE WA makes hunting for quality bucks very difficult.  Hunting 
during the rut would give the hunter at least a 50% chnace of seeing a nice buck and not hurt the populations.  "Private Land" hunters have much better odds, 
but those of us that have to hunt the public lands are at a great disadvantage during the early part of the year.
late buck, modern firearms....eastern washington whitetailed deer....units105 - 124,  nov. 3-19.....this hunt is too long, and there needs to be a 5 day break 
before late archery......the modern hunt would be more than adequate at 10 days  ( should be considered a trophy hunt for moder firearms, permit only 
).....considering the time of year, proximity of rut.  I dont support any back to back seasons.
Late muzzle deer.  Can it be 3 point or better for both mulley and whitetail?
Later Eastern Washington Mule Deer hunt. The season for rifle hunting in the Okanogan area is way too early. The weather is warm, there is no deer movement 
with no weather to get them moving. The hunting season 20 years ago was through the end of October and into the first part of November and the hunting was 
better. With the 3 point or better restriction and a later hunting season you would have excellent hunting in this state. A two week long (at best) early season is 
all the rifle hunter gets for a mule deer season.
LATER SEASON
Leave the 3 point or better regulation in Okanogan County alone!
Legthen the seaon to the original 16 days. No other changes need to be made but a longer season would make the hunting experience more enjoyable by 
spreading out the hunters. Thank you!
Lengthen rifle Deer season in eastern WA
let use have 588 back and do away with 388
Lets manage for quality 4+ points
Longer and later hunts for modern firearms.  Over the last several years, the hunts have become short and too early in the season.  We are losing many 
hunters to other states due to the current seasons.
longer general season, overlap with elk and move back in the year , end of october
Longer modern fire arm season, please.
Longer muzzleloading seasons
Longer season (2 weeks) Later in the year (Oct into Nov)
Longer seasons and more GMU's for archery please.
Lower the boom on trespassers.  Seize guns and vehicles w/a lifetime ban on hunting.
Lower the multiple season permit price.  What a shocker!
Lower theprice for Resident tags and liscense
Make all of eastern washington a draw for mule deer rifle tags, for both the early general season and the late season.  Manage more units for higher buck to 
doe ratios.  25 to 40 -100  Take for example the swakane unit.  Give out 500 early season permits for rifle and 50 late season permits.
Make all of eastern Washington a draw for rifle mule deer permits.  Meaning you would have to draw an early october season permit to hunt with a rifle or in 
units that could handle the hunting pressure, you would have to draw a late november permit to hunt.  If you were not able to draw a tag you could still hunt 
mule deer with a bow.  Also for muzzleloader seasons make mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning that if you wanted to hunt with a muzzleloader you 
would have to a either a october permit or november permit to hunt.  If you did not draw a permit for a muzzleloader you could still hunt with a bow.  Also 
manage all the mule deer units for a buck to doe ratio of 30 to 35 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washington a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.   Also manage all of the unit in eastern 
washington for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washington draw for the early season mule deer tags and for the late mule deer tags.
Make all of eastern washington modern firearm mule deer season by permit only.  Meaning make the early october season permit only.  And keep the late 
november season permits on a draw.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washinton a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.  Also manage all of the unit in eastern washington 
for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
Make blacktail hunting in the pacific county 2pt or better.  Someone from the WDFW attempted to say that in recent checkpoints that monitor game and get test 
samples, said that many of the spike deer that were seen, were actually older deer.  I have either killed or been around 20 spike deer being killed and can 
honestly say that these were all immature deer and were not "genetically weak" deer that game biologists are claiming.
make eastern washington permit only for rifle mule deer. make western washington 2 point minimum for rifle blacktail.
make it possible for hunters to purchas a spical lic to hunt all seasons . charge 25.00 to hunt archery, muzzleloader, and rifle. this would open up money for 
more game wardens. to not be  spread so thin.poachers are a big problem in washington. they ruin everything for us the ones that follow all the rules.
make more general seasons for antlerles big game for minors deer and elk specificley for archery and muzzleloader
make most or all of western washington a 2 point minimum for blacktail deer and let only hunters under 16 years of age to harvest spike deer
make the general deer season later
make the seasons longer!
make west side deer general season gmu's forked hord or better
manage for trophy class animals. permit only for all mule deer hunting. minimum preference points needed apply for trophy permits. i would rather have a 
quality hunt every 4 yrs than a poor hunt yearly
Modern Deer season starts and or ends too early in Eastern WA.  The bucks are starting to rut later each year, making it more difficult to locate them.
Modern Firearm Mule deer seasons should be moved to follow Elk hunting seasons, during Mid-November, and the season extended to 15 days.  Muzzleloader 
Mule Deer Seasons should be moved to mid-October, and Archery from Sept 15- October 15th.
Modern Firearm seasons need to be longer
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More access to primitive hunting, archery/muzzleloader. More permit only hunting for modern firearm to reduce or restrict the numbers of hunters entering 
specified areas.
more archery special permits
More areas for muzzle loadfers in the entire state with seasons in conjunction with archery and in combination with muzzle loader elk
MORE DAYS TO HUNT IN ERLEY SEASON. BLACKPOWDER
More late season muzzle loader opportunities in region 3
more late season/rut options for muzzleloader mule deer hunters
More multi season opportunities
more muzzleloader areas in the okanogan
more open gmu for  black powder in late season
more open roads or gates i can only walk 1/4 mile 1/2 if i push myself due to back injury
More quality late buck specail permit hunts
More quality permit hunts.
More whitetail opportunities in Okanogaon County
more youth hunts.
More youth hunts.......
more youth oppurtunities
move the general modern firearm western deer season into november vice october.
move the season later in the fall
move the seasons back to later in Oct. for general buck, especially in eastern Wash. like they were in 80's and early 90's
Mule deer herds are on the decline in several Eastern Wa. units.  Permit levels need to be drastically reduced to allow escapement for mature bucks.
Mule deer need the three point restriction and less doe permits in areas with low herd totals.
Mule deer season in eastern washington should be extablished closer to the migration and rut. The regular season should run to, aleast, the later part of 
October.
Mule Deer season needs to start about the 18th-20th of Oct. and last a week
Mule deer seasons in Eastern Washington have increasinly become earlier in the year and close earllier. Fire danger is higher. More people are crammed into 
areas for hunting and the opportunities are much smaller. I suggest either lengthening the seasons so that people that want to hunt early can, and those that 
want to hunt later can. This worked well many years ago and the deer population did not suffer from it.
muzzeloading early seasons for deer and elk should not be at the same time
Muzzle loading permits have not been very good.
muzzleloaders need a separate deer season
Muzzleloaders should be given a more even break with modern and archery.  A late muzzleloader season would be more acceptable.  November 1 thru 
November 15.
My family hunts during the modern firearm season in Eastern Washington, particularly Okanogan County,and would like to see the season expanded, at least 
three additional days, or expand the GMU's available in late season.
My pet peeve is Bow hunters of deer.    When Muzzleloader season is going, you have several appearances of the Game Control Officers.  When Modern 
Firearm season is going, you also have several appearances of the Game Control Officers.    Yet, when Bow hunting season is in full swing you RARELY see a 
Game Control Officer, and the Bow hunters are demonstrating that they are well aware of this fact, and many of them DO take advantage of it.      Whether is is 
because the Game Control Officers are Bow hunters, and too busy to inforce the laws, or some other reasons, I think there is a gross miscarriage of justice 
going on during Bow season, and I think Fish and Wildlife NEED to do something about!!!
My two friends and I have hunted the late archery hunt in GMU 388 for the last 35 years!  All the different hunts prior to this archery hunt lead almost all fall and 
almost right up to our late hunt. By then the poor deer are so spooky you can't get within a hundred yards of them. Can you give more leway time between other 
earlier hunts and our late archery hunt.  Tx for letting me comment.  Jon
need more areas for muzzeloaders
Need Muzzleloader season in Beezley unit.
Need to increase the number of whitetail antlerless permits in NE part of the state. Land owners that I have talked with during spring turkey hunting are begging 
people to come and thin the massive amount of deer. Maybe add a second antlerless tag to the general deer tag for these areas to help out.
Need to manage for greater numbers of critters across the board.
Need to move late archery up one week, We are already hunting the hard way, give us a little more of the rut.
Need to move opening date to the last weekend of October and run at least 3 weeks. At this time have only one week for mule deer put too many hunter into 
one week. Need to spread out the pressure.
Need to seriously consider allowing youth hunters the opportunity to harvest a doe during general season, muzzleloader season. With the buck only limit plenty 
of youth hunters are losing interest and do not want to hunt.  Frustrating to see this happen to these kids.  Lighten up on the bucks as there is way to many doe 
out there that can support this request.
Needing to get more quality animals, get away from the quantity ideas. The population of this state is so high and the numbers of animals getting lower. I am 
not so concerned about hunting days in the field as I am about getting to hunt a quality area for a shorter amount of time.
needs to be a longer and later late buck
No late season for muzzleloaders to harvest bucks
NOT ENOUGH UNITS OPEN FOR MUZZLELOADER DURING LATE SEASON IN EASTERN WA
Once again I suggest opening unit 667-skookumchuck to muzzle-loader deer early and late.
One thing that bothers me about the general mule deer season is the length of the season.  With only two weekends to hunt you get a lot of combat hunters 
running around all over the place.  I've had hunters over in the Methow Valley actually setup within 200 yards of me and shoot a deer right out from under me.   
The season is also set so that there is no chance to get a chance to take a migratory deer unless you are lucky enough to have horses or helicopters...LOL.  I 
would like to see the season set later in October as the currrent schedule is also during a full moon which means that the deer are feeding at night and bedding 
during the day so the chance at an early morning or late eveing buck are much less.

Page 243



Additional-Deer

open a late modern fire arm for gmu#448.
open does eastside for archery
open GMUs  to archery antlerless in eastern washington 300s  346-368 or  346-368  3pt min & antlerless or  346-368  3pt min    special deer antlerless permits 
for these GMUs
open late season white tail deer in gmu 130 and 133 I have seen no decline
open more gmu's and longer season for muzzleloader
Open more gmu's in south eastern washington for muzzle loaders, and open a season in 372
Open more private land if needed charge a fee ran by master hunters
Open more privite land and restrict new licence applications
Open more units staewide for late archery season with antler restriction if needed.....don't cram us all into 2 or 3 units.....let the pressure be spread out more.  
Why not have "all" units open for late archery with a 3 point or better restriction???
Open Mule Deer season the last week of October
Open the mule deer doe season on September 1st of the general archery season instead of the 16th of September.
Open the mule deer permits for youth hunters back to "any deer".  Open a late muzzeload hunt for mule deer in 248-260 GMU's.
Open the mule deer season later for modern firearm , or extend the season to 14 day;s
Overall eastern washington has the necessary habitat to create real quality deer management if we apply the proper practices in all counties.  I want to support 
the b tag anterless program so the fish and game dept can manage overall herds.  Continue to use special buck hunting late season permits and 3 pt antler 
restrictions.
Permit only for mule deer.....let's fix this for once & for all.  Landowner permits, too.
Please allow the use of 220 swift  22-250 and other hyper velocity weapons for deer, and other such game again.  They are lightning kills on this size game and 
very merciful.  When they were legal It was all I used, and never had a deer get up and run away.
Please always allow late buck hunting in the Snoqualme forest own by Hancock. I wonder if you consider that people pay money for access to this area?
please consider any buck mule deer hunts in general season for archery hunters especially the entiat valley gmus
Please continue to assess the Chelan County mule deer herd to assure that we do not over harvest the mature buck population.  Late Season permits and late 
archery seasons put a lot of pressure on the herd in areas where escapement is difficult.
Please eliminate doe permits in SW Washington for Blacktail and increase the number of points required for a legal buck to at least a 2 point.  We need more 
deer!
Please give us a full two week season to reduce the hunting pressure on the first weekend
please keep youth hunts a priority
Please look at making all mule deer hunts in this state by draw only. It will increase the chance of getting drawn for a premier tag better and give the state more 
quality bucks.
Please look at making some units 4 point or better its not that hard to find them and if people don't harvest a animal thats ok too. The heards in the area i hunt 
are nothing like what they were when i was a kid up there i would see over 200 animals a day now if you see 15 you are lucky depends on the weather. I want to
see the animals protected from over harvesting untill the levels come back up.    In the 2007 season  we had some great weather up in the chelan area saw a 
lot of deer and several great bucks.

Please re consider a late buck season for units 574,578. Currently it is a draw-only season. Also, 3 point or better would be good all year long for these units.
Please, Please, Please think about changing Eastern Washington's general firearm season to "any buck". One other point I forgot to mention earlier is that I 
know there are two points taken each year by people who "hope" that there's any eyeguard or mistakenly see another point that's not actually there. It is a 
waste and a crying shame to run across these kills in the field.
Push general modern firearm season for whitetail in NE Wa farther into the fall.
put a 10 dollar bonus point on deer permits,but not to exceed  more than one. use the proceeds for habitat and conservation.
Rather than re-inventing the wheel, why not look at other states where sucessfull hunts have been formulated and proven.  For example, Minnesota has a huge 
whitetail population and a very popular and sucessful stratagy.  They allow hunters to kill additional does after a legal buck has been harvested.  Its good for the 
herd and good for the hunter.
Reduce the number of special permits.
remove some archery deer tags from the entiat
reopen late buck season for unit 127 mica peak for late rifle season without the drawing.
Require a larger number of antlerless deer to be taken in eastern washington before hunters can take a buck. For example allow an antlerless deer first, then a 
buck. also antlerless one year, buck the next

Restricted firearm area's hunts ,should establish there own season and equal oppotunity for all user groups,most area's have very liberal archery season 
offering some antlerless hunting,in the their late hunts and they,are the first user group to hunt in the early September opener.Muzzleloader groups are 
restricted to buck only hunts and fewer days in the field.Modern Firearm users are restricted by weapons choice and early hunting pressure before the modern 
season opening day hunts.Antlerless hunting in restricted area, should be by permit only offering equal harvest of antlerless deer to all user groups.All restricted 
areas should be classified as thier own game managment unit,Allowing the Game Department more managment of anterless permit hunts in these areas.
Return GMU 388 to it's historic 588 designation.  Calling it a "mule deer" unit does nothing to the fact that most all the deer are blacktails as per the game law 
species designation (tails).
rifle season to early
save the blacktails, they are over hunted we need 3 point min.
Season is too early in the year.  Most deer taken are the young.  Seasons need to be moved back at least 1-2 weeks.      This would also cut down on the 
hunters who will shoot at anything because they cannot take the weather and conditions.  Too close to summer when there are to many people out.  Make it 
later and only the serious hunter will hunt.
Season needs to be moved back 1 week for modern firearms.
season seems to early for deer
season start too earliy in Oct.  It should be the first Sat after the 15th.  Set all seasons back by a week
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Seasons keep getting earlier and earlier. Not a quality hunt and worry about meat spoilage.
Set the modern rifle deer season to a later date. In most areas the middle of October to the twenty seventh or eighth is to early. the season used to run to 
November seventh or tenth, it coinsided better with the time of the rut and in the lower areas there will have been enough rain to at least green up the grass. 
The lower area hunters are hunting in a dust bowl, and the fire hazard is greater. The fifteen day season is ok but set it to a time that we will see animals the the 
lower areas where most hunters usually hunt.   I don't see a need for separation of the deer and elk season as stated by one of your officers that they could 
more effectively control the elk hunt violations.
Should adopt a season similar to Idaho. Extend the whole thing.
Should allow a select number of permits good for two deer one Blacktail/mule deer and one Whitetail or allow a select number of permits good for all three.  
(maybe 1,000)
Skamania Count's deer population is getting lower every year.  Could we have a cougar hunt with dogs  to at least put some fear back in these animals. A 
pursuit only season seems reasonable to me.
Some deer areas (e.g. 672, 506, etc.) have been decimated by disease. I propose a three year hunting ban in such areas, gradually moving to three-point or 
better (2 years) and antlerless every other year for 4 years, to increase the herds population.
splitting up the 2 pt max. and 3 pt. min will probably concentrate the hunters in one area or another.
Spread out the modern hunts for several smaller seasons going from October through November and limit amount of tags allowed for each season. Spread out 
the hunters and allow a longer season.
Start doing surveys and increase the Harrington unit substantially.  It is being overrun with deer and a massive kill will happen the next hard winter or disease 
will hit this herd.  Too many does in the area.  More car accidents with deer and not nearly enough permits.  Plenty of BLM land for hunters as well as private 
land that permission is allowed to remove does.
Starting the mule deer season October 10th is too early for migratory deer. The season needs to incude the 3rd week of October, perhaps ending Friday or 
Saturday evening of the final weekend of the 3rd week of Ocotber.
Still pushing the 2 point minimum on even years and the 3 point minimum on odd years it's simple to publish and simple to promote and does not destroy the 
genetic pool.
Stop wasting time and money breaking this all down, buy a tag pick a weapon and hunt that animal , this is one state, state of Washington, not two states 
eastern and western.
The 3 point restriction needs to be lifted and the season needs to be one month long.
The buck:doe ratio in many areas of Walla Walla and Columbia Counties is far too low. I strongly endorse moving to a raffle system for buck tags in these and 
similar open areas to reduce the proportion of bucks killed per season.
The current count  system in Chelan County seems to be skewed to keep the 3-point minimum requirements. A real count  taken in winter/early spring 
showing migratory animals as well as a count in mid November showing migratory animals would be better.  Also, since migratory animals often do not appear 
in low lands like the Entiat Ridge until early November, only the local deer are being taken each year during the regular season. This has severely depleated the 
local large deer population over what it was in the 1970's while allowing the migratory population to grow.  Move the end of season to Nov 4 or later to allow for 
hunting of migratory animals by all hunters. Having hunted that area for over 40 years I have seen ups and downs in populations, but nothing as mismanaged 
as the past 10 years.
The current early deer season should be extend by a few days or have a few days added to it and late deer season should be opened in more areas on the 
eastern side.. ie.. 130 area
The eastside mule deer season needs to be moved later in the year. The conditions are too dry and deer are not migrating yet. Close more roads to reduce 
hunting pressure.
The general Deer Season is too early.
The Grayback unit #388 general modern season was reduced to 14 days always closing on a friday. The buck ratio has been attained and the harvest of only 7 
bucks during the late hunt shows that the migration there is later which was the justification for shortening the season. Add 2 days so that it ends on a Sunday 
or delay the opening by 2 days in hopes the weather might cool down for greater success.
The late buck season in northeast Wa should be open to modern firearms through Thanksgiving weekend in the national forests.  There is no less Nat'l Forrest 
land today than 20 years ago and there are 1/3 fewer hunters.  There are plenty of deer in the Nat'l Forrests that never see a human and die of old age and/or 
cougars.  Overlap with the Bow hunters if necessary so modern firearm hunters can hunt in the snow!
The modern firearm general deer hunt start date is too early in the season.  The start date should be delayed at least two weeks.
The Modern Firearms General Deer Season is way too early in Western Washington. Set the Deer Season to start after Modern Firearms Elk Season & run 
through 11/30. Eliminate the Western Washington Late Buck Hunting Saeson (4 days)
The mule deer season is so short and so early, coupled with antler restrictions, that success is minimal. I suspect that hunting will continue to become a less 
desireable activity since the chance of taking a buck is discouraging and simply does not justify the expense. Every additional harvest restriction causes hunters 
to stop hunting and thus license sales to fall.
The mule deer season should be later in the year to allow for more hunting of migratory bucks and reduce the pressure on local bucks
The mule deer seasons should be either longer, or at least start and end later, so that there is a better chance of encountering the migratory herds from 
Canada.  I feel very strongly about this.
The population of whitetail does in eastern WA is enormous.  I think a more liberal 2 tag system for archery season is reasonable and sustainable
The regulations in this state are confusing and unnecessary.  I have been stationed all over the U.S. and WA state regulations seem to get longer and more 
restrictive each year.  I would prefer something a lot simpler.  For example:  The hunter purchases a hunting license and tag for a specific animal by 1 Sep.  
Archery season opens first and runs a set time followed immediately by muzzleloader and then by modern rifle.  You could run this twice (early and late cycle).   
The hunter could then hunt archery while it is open.  If he doesn't fill his tag he can then dust off his muzzleloader to hunt and if he is still unlucky can hunt 
modern rifle to fill the tag.
The Southeastern corner of Washington State has not had a decent deer muzzle loading general season for 30 years. The only general season is wide open 
wheat field country, and that is only one GMU. Muzzle loaders are not allowed to hunt in the southeastern mountains like all other hunters. We also do not have 
a late general season. Our season is also the shortest of all the hunting methods. Archery is 30 days general season, modern firearm is 9 days, and muzzle 
loading is only 7 days. What's wrong with that picture??? The reason for this prejudice is locally blamed on our regional biologist Mr. Fowler's dislike of muzzle 
loaders. I have heard a employee of the WDFW state that Mr. Fowler believes muzzle loaders wound too many animals. Please look into this situation as I am 
tired of being discriminated against due to my choice of hunting method not being in favor with a particular game biologist!
The special permit and drawings are confusing when applying for them.  Please provide easier to follow and understand directions.
The spread of whitetail deer has been a problem for the migratory mule deer populations.  Lake Chelan has provided some protection form their movement into 
that part of Chelan County south of the Lake.  Please do what you can to reduce the current whitetail population and to prevent them from taking over Chelan 
County.  Save the winter range for migratory mule deer.
The state really need to improve hunt quality and hunter success rates on public land, even if this requires permit hunting with no general deer season.
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The survey may have touched on this but it wasn't obvious.  I would like to see two separate drawing between the late hunts and doe permits and the "B" tags.  
This would be where a person could put in for the late permit and a second tag,  Have separate points for each drawing.
The three point minimum works just fine don't change it.  If anything make it a Four point minimum and make it more of a challenge to get the smarter more 
mature bucks.  Open range mule deer are extremely difficult to hunt especially with a muzzle loader.  The system works good right now just let it work and give 
the muzzleloaders more of a chance and let the ethics of a good quality hunter do the rest.

The three point Mule deer restriction is great.  Try and make a two point restriction on Blacktail Deer also with exceptions going to youth and senion hunters....
the white tail deer population in eastern washington seems large enough to support a either sex hunt in certain areas where deer are creating crop damage to 
farmers
There are to many hunters in the field at one time especially during rifle season split up the season into two seperate hunts an A tag and a B tag the earlier 
season could be longer and allow any buck on the west side and the later season could be shorter but incorporate the current late buck timing. We need more 
special permits units and less general units to improve quality of the hunt.
There are very few deer left in the upper elevation areas of the Toutle and Green River drainages--Winston, Margaret, and Toutle Units. You need to eliminate 
all doe permits and raise the Antler points to 3 minimum until the deer population builds back. Deer are still found in the lower elevation populated areas of 
these units, so don`t change these areas. This is my observation after hunting these areas for over 50 years. You NEED to address this issue NOW!!!!  before 
every deer is gone.
There needs to more deer hunts on the west side during the rut, like other states.
there should be more doe permits in lincoln county and if drawn they should be resticted to non antler only
These seasons are too early - this should start until the end of October
This "choose" your weapon system of hunting license needs to go. As a resident of WA, I spent approx $200.00 for the opportunity to harvest 1 deer. I can 
spend the same money as a non resident in Pennsylvania and have the opportunity to harvest 1 antlered and 3 antlerles deer.
This comment covers both deer and elk archery seasons.  I understand the concern for archery hunters carrying handguns during the archery season.  I feel 
that the benefit of personal protection outways the concern and the carrying of sidearms should be allowed.  I am a retired police officer and both state law and 
federal law allows me to carry anywhere and anytime.  The game law counterdicts.    I believe that bow hunters are using bows for a reason and would not 
consider using a handgun in an attempt to take a game animal during the archery season.  Please consider this change. Thank you.
This will tie in with my elk comment. How can you continue to let spikes, 2X1,2X2 to be harvested (for mule deer) when wdfw is looking for trophy animals to be  
hunted. Also if wdfw is worried/concerned that there are less and less youth hunting, then offer more youth hunts/special permits.
This year anlerless special permits were significantly reduced over last year.  We still see an abundance of deer year-round in the 49 Degrres North unit.  
Expand permits.
Three point or better? this should change. We were told this would only be a five year study.  Times up.
To many opportunities for either young or old to get a free doe....  I hunted for many years before getting a chance to shoot a mule deer buck yet alone could 
have shot a doe many many many times.
to many seasons
Too many deer are being taken by poachers on public roads in private lands.  No road hunting should be allowed near or on private land.
Try and work with land owners, and farmers to open up more land.
Unit 243, Manson, deer populations are severely suppressed.  Hunting seasons and permits need to be greatly reduced.
unit 418 late buck season was eliminated many years ago. This was my hunting area for many years before that and I would like to hunt there again at that 
time.
Was glad to see the doe permits in the teanaway unit done away with.  The deer have suffered during the last 2 years.
Washington needs to develop a strategy that creates more premium buck deer areas that are controlled via a premium limited-entry permit process.  Please 
consult with Utah, Oregon, & other western big-game states that produce trophy buck deer.  These hunts in many cases should coincide with the rut.
Washington state currently dose not have a â€œmanagement deerâ€� program that I know of.  Meaning that one can go out and get a management deer 
(older, or weaker deer).  We can open up a â€œmanagement deerâ€� program where selected hunters can hunt for a â€œclassified management deerâ€� 
and hunt a mature deer (some type of evidence will need proven that a management animal was taken), this being different than a multipliable deer raffle ticket. 
We of course would have to train the public on how to classify a true â€œmanagement deerâ€� for this to work properly so hunters do not take advantage of 
this for a â€œfree animalâ€œ, however the long run of such a program would increases the numbers of mature deer and increases the general health of a 
herd.
Washinton is unique in that we have so many hunters for our land mass.  One thing that has not been considered is a deer tag for an area, or say three 
adjoining areas or pick three areas.  I would pick 254, 260 and 272.  Then my hunting would be limited to those areas, or to a counte.  Wyoming issues any 
deer tags by hunt area which seems to be quite succesful.  People there don't buy a tag in a county that they don't have a place to hunt.
We have a cabin in Unit 329, we have not been able to deer hunt at our cabin in years - please consider a "landowner" permit for residents having 40 acres or 
more in a unit that is otherwise closed - such as 329...
We have mule deer, whitetail deer and blacktail deer. All are valuble resources. I believe that mule deer in particular are vunerable, and need special care. I 
support placing all mule deer hunting under permit only restrictions. Colorado and Nevada have more mule deer that Washington and those states have all 
mule deer hunting by controlled permit. Those states have quality buck as well as quantity deer hunting available for those that choose to apply for a deer 
hunting license.
We need 20 second deer permits in [663] capital peak 5 buck only, 5 doe only and 10 either sex.  remember this drawing will be seperate from alll others.
We need a late season for mule deer
We need many more youth only permits for deer in   Eastern Washington.
we need more quality rut draw hunts for archery equipment
WE NEED OUR LATE BUCK SEASON BACK
We need to either have the general deer season later in October or have more options for late hunts for both muleys and whitetail.
we need to make gmu 342 a permit only for deer and keep it that way to try to bring the deer back up it has been hit hard for what ever reason but the heard is 
almost gone
we need top stop killing all of our bucks and go to special permit only to harvest our deer
we really need a late muzzleloader season in gmu's 101 thru 124 for both deer and elk. the population will more than support this and you would sell a lot more 
tags.(you know,more revenue)
When drawn for a special anterless permit, do not restrict the species to Mule or Whitetail. In the Cheney area both are present and quite abundent.
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while hunting with a muzzle loader in modern season ,you should be able to use a modern scoped muzzle loader fireing any blackpowder or blackpowder 
substitute with bullet of your choice. any big game in modern season.!
Whitetail deer seasons in NE Washington GMUs should be considerably longer.
Whitetail deer specail purmits don't help with the expanding population, because the areas availible to hunt them are very, very limited.  There is no reason try 
for a whitetail cause it's a waste of points.    Maste hunters seem to have to many previledges.
Whitetails- Manage the deer populations for quality mature bucks.  Take more does and try to get the ratios balanced.  If there is less hunting pressure and 
opportunities than so be it.  The old excuse for shooting a yearling or small buck for meat should become a moot point with more does being harvested.  
Educate hunters about the importance of harvesting does.  Put a page in the general hunting pamphlet.
Why does the modern firearm deer season start so early in Washington?
why was the week of no hunting between the end of mussleloader deer/elk and the beginning of modern firearm deer eliminated?  This presents a disadvantage 
to the modern firearms hunter.
with a particularly warm dry fall during normal modern gun season for mule deer and whitetails, retain the option to establish a shorter late season modern gun 
opportunity like is done with the late season blacktails
with gas prices fewer people will be hunting. I see no reason not to re-establish some form of the thanksgiving hunt. Maybe move the second hunt date start 
later ,after peak rut
With gas prices high, it is had for some people to go long distances to their favorite places twice a year. I would like to see special permits for elk during deer 
season and special permits for deer during elk season for modern firearm.
Would like more late season muzzleloader opportunities.  Would like the Kahlotus late hunt back.
Would like to see a late modern rifle hunt permit for Mule Deer in NE Washington.
Would like to see an alternating point restriction - 2-point or less for several years to build some quality bucks, then a year to allow any buck harvesting. 
Currently we are harvesting our mature bucks and allowing younger, inferior bucks to breed.
would like to see deer go to an area tag to eliminate crowding.
would like to see more open roads for access and would pay a fee for this
Would like to see some of the blacktail units changed to 2 point or better.  Increased numbers of hunters statewide and the hair loss disease seem to be taking 
their toll on blacktail numbers in certain areas.
would like to see the gen firearm eastside deer season extended 1 extra week later to include 3 weekends or move the seaon later in oct 1 week.
Would like to see the season for unit 564 Battle Ground opened back up, with fire arm restriction included, for any one holding an unused modern fire arm deer 
tag. So that if you were unsuccessful in the regular seam you could still Hunt with a bow or muzzle loader in this unit. This was a great oppertunity to continue 
hunting.
wouldlike to see more muzzle loader oportunities
Yes, make it so if a general season hunter has applied for regular antlered hunt with tag he or she can for some extra fee also by an additional tag for whitetail 
antlerless, for resident hunters only.
Youth hunts are a good idea but a bit overdone in my opinion. Some young hunters have shot more deer by the age of 20 than I have in 30 years of hunting and 
I have bought many more tags. In many cases it is not the youth that shoots the deer but the adult with him instead. I also feel that the point system should 
continue to build until you are eventually drawn even if it takes 15 yrs. Applicants should continue to build points.
1.) Allow more antlerless deer hunts for youth and over 65 categories in easily accessed GMU's.
2 points or more on both sides to decrease accidental shootings in eastern wa mule deer season.
209 primers are legal almost every where else.
2-nd deer tags should NOT count against your deer drawing preference points.
3 point minimum accross the state
A very bad year for deer in the Methow Valley. Very few fawns. Consider reducing the season.
Add a limited entry only high hunt area of the sawtooth wilderness.
ADD MORE ANTERLESS TAGS OR ADD BACK THE EITHER SEX DAYS THAT USED TO EXIST. IT WILL GET MORE PEOPLE TO HUNT WITHOUT 
DRASTICALLY EFFECTING THE HARVEST.
Add more youth any deer permits in the 600 units
add one more week to end of season so we can have our traditional thankgiven hunts back
Address specific localized over populated deer herds with permits for those locolized areas not just the GMU's    Restrict non resident oppurtunities
Again, I object to the short 9 day Mule Deer season.  It puts all the hunters in the field at once.  That is making it crowded and much more dangerous.
All modern firearm mule deer hunting should be by permit only.
all youth special permits should be either sex
Allow a one day "anterless" hunt for most units, similiar to many years ago.
Allow deer and elk to be hunted at the same time in the interests of conserving gasoline.
Allow for Partnerships on multi season tags.  Currently, if your partner is drawn for a multi season tag but you are not, you end up having to hunt alone, 
sometimes in extreme weather conditions.
allow more late muzzeloader and archery seasons
Allow more muzzleloader deer seasons, longer seasons, and no overlap with muzzleloader elk.
Allow people to pursue game with multiple methods-- Archery/Muzzleloader/Modern.  the take is the same, but it would allow hunters more opportunity to get 
out.
Allow second tag holders the ability to use the tag in either of a split season.
Allow th heards to grow
Allow the harvest of mature two point mule deer to minimize the number of mature two points which become dominant breeders.
Allow youth hunters more opportunities.
any buck archery east side
Any Mule deer for archery.  2 black tail deer for archery, 1 early season and 1 during late season.
Archery Mule Deer should again be for either sex
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are a major problem
area's for mule deer should be smaller and permit only
As stated earlier, I feel we are genetically culling out the genes for big antlers. There should be more emphasis placed on herd quality.
Baiting has no effect on the ability of harvesting a mature buck
BLM and DNR and other state entities are closing off roads around Stevens County.  Culverts have been removed to enhance fish habitat as a reason we were 
told.  Now we have ATV quads running up and down and through the creeks.  I'm sure the fish are enjoying that.    Open more roads and restore the culverts.  
One of many examples is Cole Creek off of Applegate road in Stevens County.  What a disaster.
Bring back "late buck" rifle hunts South of I-90 for white-tailed 3pt or better!  They are increasingly taking over and pushing the mule deer out of here.
bring back the muzzle loader season in unite 136
change the regs back to male deer with visable antlers as legal deer,make the taking of spikes legal
Consider 2-point minimum for deer in western washington
Consider two point minimums on blacktails. Allowing spike harvest for youths and first time hunters.
Consider working with communities that are troubled with high urban deer populations to set up certified archery hunters to be allowed to hunt these areas as 
needed. Many communities in other states have done this.
Create a 2 pt or better restriction for unit 667
Create a multiple weapon tag for deer. I'd like to have the opportunity to hunt archery a few day, and if I wasn't successful, I'd like to try it again later in the year 
with my muzzleloader.
Create a youth season just before general season, much like turkey.
CREATE 'DEER CATEGORY' COMPRISED OF WHITE TAIL AND MULE DEER only: Hunters could hunt state-wide with district by district regulations 
regarding age/size of animal in general hunt season. All other sub-categories by special permit.
Create more Master Hunter only hunts in Western Washington.
damage control hunts by drawing only
Deer numbers are way down where I live in Lewis County.  Consider 2-point or better for all classifications.
Deer season should be at least one week longer than it currently is.
DEER TAGS COULD BE OFFERED TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC AS EARLY SEASON PERMITS OR LATE SEASON PERMITS. THIS ALLOWS HUNTING 
PRESSURE TO BE SPREAD OUT. EVERY HUNTER WOULD HAVE A CHOICE TO HUNT IN THE EARLY SEASON OR THE LATE SEASON BUT NOT 
BOTH.
Do a better job with mule deer habitat acquisition in the Methow Valley. Way too many houses going in, disturbing traditional deer cover. Consider special 
permit only for mule deer--would rather have real, trophy mule deer rather than the rat race during general season.
due to the amount of road kill in the Methow area (400 plus a year) , I belive the state should open a general doe season to thin out the deer population.
Eliminate all antlerless hunting in GMUs 501, 506, 658, 660, 672, 673, & 681. This will hopefully help the deer rebound from their hair loss syndrome. Make a 2-
point and better antler restriction for these GMUs. (Already in place in 681).
Establish a few areas where only bucks with 5 points or more per side could be taken. This would be a true trophy area. Do this for the next few years as an 
experiment.
Establish more hunting oppurtunities for muzzleloader hunters and keep muzzleloading firearm regulations the same.

every season needs to be pushed out one to two week. the seasons of the year are changing every year. Summer is ending later and later every year. You are 
losing hunting every year and the same comments are that I hear from everyone. They are tired of hunting deer and elk in modern season in 60 to 80 degree 
weather. there are no animals down when it is that warm. Last season it was 80 degrees out on opening day of modern deer. The year before it was the same.
Expand archery opportunities across the board

extend the length of the seasons...they are very short and all it does is concentrate the hunters into a small time slot, thereby reducing the quality of the hunting
favor muzzleloader elk hunting...however I quite elk hunting in Washington 3 years ago....Limited areas and competion among the hunters was too great...I 
would rather have a quality expeerience than just chasing the animals along with everyone else....open more units for Archery, muzzleloader and you allow less 
competition....Deer and elk should be 95-100% all units open.

find a way to allow more white-tail deer tags in areas that are predominantly mule-deer areas.  I'm seeing more and more white-tails in traditionally mulie areas.
For Quality hunt opportunity consider 2 point only west side and 3 point only Eastside in the whole state.
Forked horn or better for blacktail deer unless you are a youth or 65 or older.
General MF Season should be for spikes and two points only.  Larger bucks by permit only.  Increase permit opportunities to compensate.
get rid of the muzzeloader deer and elk overlap
Give more areas for muzzleloader areas in the general hunt and more than a week.
give more units to hunt for the muzzleloaders, also and open up more late areas.
GMU 388 could be split to lessen the landowner / hunter conflicts by having a short season on all land south of SR 142 and a longer season to harvest the 
migratory deer north of SR 142
go to a eastside/ westside hunt choice.
Have deer and elk season overlap for one weekend for modern firearm
Hunters should only be able to harvest one animal of a species per year but allow primative weapons to be lumped together so individuals have the opportunity 
to hunt longer and different areas to try to harvest an animal.
Hunters should only be allowed 1 or 2 choices for a deer permit. Partner tags should be limited to 4 hunters
Hunting deer in a t-shirt is getting to be ridiculous. move the eastern, wa general rifle deer season back 1 week......also bump the elk opener back 1 week.
I agree with 3 point minimum for mule deer for all seasons but archery. Only 12% of us are archers and our harvest numbers are extremely low, why not give us 
a little better chance by making the antlerless season longer and 2 points legal!  Thanks and keep up the good work.
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I agree with portions of the state and the need to change the 3 point minimum deer requirements for harvest.  In some areas it has worked great, many many 
larger branched bucks are apparent as well as plentiful yearlings.  But other areas all you may see are large 2 points that will never be anyting more.  These 
animals breed and pass their genes on, thus passing on the 2 point gene as well.  Possibly allow youth hunts in areas where many large 2 point bucks are 
available.  I like the idea about areas of open habitat and closed habitat and taking pressure off certain deer, i.e. mature bucks or the yearling bucks.
I archery hunt in the sinlahekin valley in the Okanogan.  Every year I see these huge two points, and spikes about 12 inches high.  I think they should make that 
area 2 point and spikes for bucks for archery to eliminate some of these inferior deer at least for a few years.  Or just have that rule for the month of Sept.  If a 
hunter wants a trophy they can hunt the late season over there.
I believe we should be allowed to hunt during modern firearm, archery and muzzle loader.  I believe  only one deer should be harvested but we should be given 
the chance to continue to hunt in each season until we have harvested one.
I believe we should eliminate the "choose" you weapon and tag straitified hunt scenario.I think we should be able to apply for anty special permit drawing and if 
successful the buy the apporpriate tag. I think more hunting opportunities will equate to more interest especially for the younger generations.
I drew a permit for the Foster Creek late anterless hunt.  The problem here is there is no public land with any deer on it.  I found the deer and they were all on 
posted no hunting farms up on high new wheat fields.  These landowners were obviously not hunters and basically were protecting them .    Don't offer public 
hunts in areas like this where the public access is minimal.  Believe me, I hunted every public place available and saw nothing nor any recent activity.  By the 
end of the general season, the animals have wised up and are in areas that aren't hunted.  Maybe offer the landowners an incentive to allow for some public 
hunting or you should not offer the permits and just allow the farmers to apply for permits to control crop damage.  The bottom line is that all the deer taken 
during this permit were on private land.  I wasted my time and money coming over for this permit.  I spent time with your depts people in the area, but they 
didn't have any solution.
I feel that applying for a antlerless deer tag should fall under a second tag.
I feel that deer and elk for muzzleloader should not be overlapped.Also have more selections for elk and deer muzzleloader.
I feel that todays hunters tend to brake the laws more often than in the past. Hunting as a sport is changing to meat hunting job. Today younger camps with off 
road vehicals provide oportunities to sight and shoot game more often. Shoot first then check to see it it is legal comes later. More presence of law enforcement 
people is needed.
I have seen to many youth tags used for group hunting. Youth special privileges should be in a separate season. General season rules should be in place for all 
hunters. The antlerless rule should not apply to youth in the general season.
I hunt deer in Klickitat County and want to see the deer season expanded to 16 days ending on the last weekend of the month.
I like the late permit seasons for mature bucks but I would like to see fewer tags given out letting more bucks survive
I liked the way it used to be with muzzleloading deer season before elk season.  I was able to take in more hunting days that way and enjoyed being able to 
hunt each specie (deer + elk) rather than feel I had to choose between them.
I really don t have much to complain about when it comes to deer season except when it comes to late season. I have found for myself to enjoy chasing deer 
during late season more than early because of the rut and the cooler weather. In western Washington around my neck of the woods (Snohomish, and King 
county) that hunting opportunities are found on private land. I would like to see a late archery season open up in the stillaguamish unit 448 next year. There is 
plenty of timber land to hunt in that area that we could utilize. This way we would not have to go get permission to hunt someones back yard or spend a bundle 
on gas to drive some ware to hunt for the weekend.
I should not be limited to one side of the state or the other.  I have many friends and weather forecasts can make for a good weekend or a bad one.  The option 
to hunt in other places would be good.
I strongly oppose making non-toxic bullets mandatory except in specific problem areas.
I support Draw only hunting for deer in open habitat environments.
I think that all west side deer should be 2 pt or better for modern firearm, muzzleloader should be any buck and archery should be any deer.    East side mule 
deer all 3 pt or better.
I think you hould open more GMUs for antlerless hunting for archery
I would like to see "any buck" in this state. Possibly "no spikes" should be taken.  I have seen many 3 point bucks that I did not draw on because I was not sure 
of the third tine until it was too late.
I would like to see all of eastern washington mule deer tags be put on a draw system.  Make what is now the general october season a draw season, and still 
keep it a 3pt min.  And still give out late season tags in november.  For example the Entiat unit:  Give out between 500 - 1000 october tags.  And give out 
between 40 - 80 november tags.  The exact amount of tags would be detrimed by buck to doe ratios.  Also in units like the Entiat, Chewuch, Pearrgin, Gardner, 
Pogue, Coiche, Chiliwist, Alta, Manson, Swakane, Mission, Chiwawa, Slide ridge, Desert, Naneum, Teanaway, L.T. Murray, Bethel, Alkali, and Grayback.  
Manage for a buck to doe ratio of 20 to 25 bucks per 100 does.
I would like to see an expansion of youth hunting opportunities for deer.  We need to begin an aggressive recruitment of younger hunters into the sport.
I would like to see more opportunities for archery hunters when it comes to special permits.
I would like to see more units like 503 for example open to late muzzleloader with a 3 point minimum.
I would like to see the disable hunters have a better chance to harvest a deer without a Point system, a doe or buck no special tag, we are the lowest percent of 
any hunter and we need a better way to harvest a animal.   Thanks
I would like to see the modern firearm season for mule deer in Okanogan County go back to 14 days and ending on a friday, This gives us who are more 
interested in quality hunts an opportunity without drawing a special permit which are few. I was told the season was shortened because of deer populations. It's 
not from overhunting it's from too many Cougar!!!!
I would love to see antler restriction's for deer in western washington on all season's (1) Make it two point and better during general season . And for late buck 
lets make it three point and better . Its a slauter on the little bucks during the late buck season , why not let them grow up one more year it would be better for 
all concerned . ( lets make the late buck more of a trophy hunt )
Id like to see more disabled access/permits in western washington
If a hunter does not turn in hunting results  by the timeline they cannot accumulate a point for the drawing the next year.
If the heards are hurting, (ie; lice) Let the deer recover.  Also let the biologists make decisions with scientific Facts and not political pressure.
if the person hunting has a disability,you should give them a very good area for hunting. because alot of us can't walk very far,nor can they see through a bunch 
of brush. the last time i was given a key,they stuck me this crappy area,with not only tons of brush,but a bird release site,and the shotguns were going off all 
around me,and there wouldnt be any "smart" deer within miles.that was stupid!
if you draw any permit, you must hunt that area and that area only
implement a state wide draw system with the goal of realizing a true trophy hunting environment in this state
In game units with road kill that is high, increase the special permit levels.
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In order to increase the "quality" of the Deer (primarily Mule Deer) hunting experianced could or should it be possible to limit access to certian GMU's on an 
every other year basis based on an odd or even last number (didget) of a hunters Wild ID number?
In the Sauk unit allow the hunter to hunt in the rut, at least as long as the other areas 16 days or so
Increase the hunting pressure on Whitetails to reduce their numbers in Okanogan and Chelan Counties.
Is the WDFW going to address the overlap between mule deer/whitetails in certain Eastern WA areas.  Are there examples of interbreeding?  Which season 
rules apply?
It is about time WA falls in line with most all of the rest of the country  an allows 209 primers for muzzleloaders. You can't hardly buy a muzzleloader these days 
that isn't a 209 ingnition. If you do it costs 3 times as much.
it is so crowded during modern rifle.  It sure would be nice if the season would be broken up into multiple hunts... 'group-a would be first week in 
october'....'group-b second week in october'...'group-c third week in october... perhaps week-a would be a permit only for all gmu's.... week b would be general 
season at one license fee rate and week c would be a slightly lower license fee rate.   I am hoping this would spread the hunters in the field into smaller groups, 
making hunting more enjoyable and 'Safer'
It seems that during the late deer season the deer really come out the last day or two. Move the late season up by a week.
I've been hunting in the Grayback for many years, the last couple of winters have been really hard on the yearlings, even though there was a good fawn to doe 
ratio in the spring, and the 3 point rule really slowed down the oppertunities. I hoping this year will be better. Or there is a cougar in the canyon.
Keep closing roads! Manage for Quality Hunts using Special Permits.
Keep the current deer permit allocations system in place and look to expand opportunity to a few more GMU's
KEEP THREE POINT OR MORE FOR MULE DEER.
late rifle season during the rut should be illeagel
lengthen high buck season
let a hunter on the last day of hunting allowed to kill any antler deer for meat in there frezer
like to see more opertunity in the late season for muzzle loader ,increased permit levels for entiat, less for modern rifle
longer statewide season, 2nd doe permits, late buck thanksgiving permit + landownerpermits
Look at giving female hunters special pricing on deer tags.  We are the hunting minority you know...
make a 2-point min or get rid of the late buck season if you want to improve blacktail deer hunting in this state. you could make the late season permit only and 
make more money which is all our wdfw cares about anyway
Make all of eastern washington a draw for mule deer rifle tags, for both the early general season and the late season.  Manage more units for higher buck to 
doe ratios.  25 to 40 -100  Take for example the entiat unit.  Give out 500 early season permits for rifle and 50 late season permits.
Make all of eastern Washington a draw for rifle mule deer permits.  Meaning you would have to draw an early october season permit to hunt with a rifle or in 
units that could handle the hunting pressure, you would have to draw a late november permit to hunt.  If you were not able to draw a tag you could still hunt 
mule deer with a bow.  Also for muzzleloader seasons make mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning that if you wanted to hunt with a muzzleloader you 
would have to a either a october permit or november permit to hunt.  If you did not draw a permit for a muzzleloader you could still hunt with a bow.  Also 
manage all the mule deer units for a buck to doe ratio of 30 to 35 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washington a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.   Also manage all of the unit in eastern 
washington for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washington draw for the early season mule deer tags and for the late mule deer tags.
Make all of eastern washington modern firearm mule deer season by permit only.  Meaning make the early october season permit only.  And keep the late 
november season permits on a draw.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washinton a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.  Also manage all of the unit in eastern washington 
for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
Make deer hunting a 3pt minium statewide for all species. It has made the deer hunting so much better in Eastern Washington.
Make more GMUs in W washington 2 point or better.
make multi season permits available to anyone at a price (example Deer $200 ) Drop the drawing for multi season permits
Make the coweeman unit a branch antler or better for deer.
Make the one week of deer season in eastern Washington at the end of October.Last full week,Even if that includes 1 or 2 days in November.This should be a 
general question and brought up at all meetings.
make two/2 week seperate general seasons and split the aplicants into those seasons to lesson the numbers of hunters in the field.  You apply for the season 
you want to be in.  For instance I would prefer a late season in Dec.
Make west and east all one area so we can go far east or far west not have them seprated.
Make Western Washington 2 point or better.
Mandatory 8 doe/2 point +less tags filled, for each 4 point+Buck tags filled on private damage control, with carryover following years
Many hunters in SW Washington support a 2 point antler restriction for all buck.
Migratory mule deer herds have been suffering for years but yet we still hunt them for 4 months out the year.  Lets cut back the seasons and get the herds 
rebuilt.
modern deer season needs to be extended until after the weekend of thanks giving. It will help in controlling the over abundance of whitetail population that 
there is now
Modern fire arms need to be restricted. Why do we hunt? To sit 1000 yards away for a kill.
Modern fire arms the first hunt of the season . muzzel loaders nextwhen the weat6her is better fo0r tracking, and let the bow hunters have the late season when 
threre is a better chance of snow for tracking....
Modern firearm doe permits have been ridiculously low in the prescott unit.
Modern firearm mule deer seasons need to run longer (the second week we use to have) or move the season to a week later than it currently is.
More antlerless permits in Clallam & Jefferson counties.
more buck permits
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more chioses for the disabled in eastern washington.
more disabled only areas
More late whitetail doe permits to Master Hunters
More muzzleloader oppertunity for quality areas such as desert would be a good move.
more oppertunity to shoot big bucks
more opportunity for buck hunts for youth
More quality hunt permits for master hunters
More quality permit only hunts, limit # of tags
More quality Youth Only Hunts. Do not schedule these during the youth bird hunting weekend.
More SE Washington GMU's should be open for early muzzleloader but make them whitetail only
More special permit hunts are needed for a nice blacktail buck.  Consider a liberal general season for does and or small bucks (spikes and forked horns) and 
more permits or permit areas for a nice buck.  I am seeing too many people and not enough animals when I am hunting, even walking in behind locked gates.  
Too many of the hunters in the longview area are filling too many tags for other people (friends, family, etc.).
more, longer seasons
Most area in mule deer country is on the decline in populations.  Most areas in western Wash., blacktail country is down in numbers, due to desease.   I  would 
support any measures that would help to build our populations back to a satisfactoy level.  Cut off hunting all together if necessary to establish our herds to a 
healthy number, in those areas that is most needed.
Most areas of this state should be changed to any buck.
move opening day deer, modern firearms, ahead 1 week
Move the boundary of 388 and 578 to follow the Klickitat River not Fisher Hill Road
Move the boundary of 388 to the Klickitat River
Move the general hunting season back later in the year so we are not hunting in 65-70 degree weather during deer and elk seasons.
Move the general season back a week or two or three for mule deer and target the migratory bucks and not the local deer herds.
Mule deer 3 point only restrictions should be changed for youth.  There are many mature two point bucks that are genetically deficient and breeding which 
should be culled.  Youth should be given the opportunity to harvest smaller bucks to build interest and hunting skills.
Mule deer what help can we give to increase the opportunities in the beautiful Okanagon
Muzzleloader deer hunters for the most part have their deer & elk seasons lumped together and occurring at the same time.  Many good deer areas do not 
coincide with good elk units.  Archery hunters have early and late seasons and modern firearm hunters have separate seasons.  What happened to equity 
amongst user groups?
Muzzleloader's should have some areas that either sex is  legal especially in ares with a higher doe population
MY HUNTING BUDS HUNT OTHER STATES NOT HERE ANY MORE
NE Washington needs more doe permits.  Mule deer harvest should be restricted to two points or LESS for the general modern firearms season. Two point or 
better for muzzle loader season and any antlered deer for archery season.
Need a longer hunting season for mule deer in easter WA coinciding with pre-rut or add a post rut hunt period.
Need more officers on the West side.  I see 10x the infractions on the west side then in the North, yet I am stopped every year at least 4 times.  In the West, I 
have never been stopped, yet this is where I see the most need!!
need senior areas that have higher numbers of deer and post the senior areas on the ground with signs etc. above roads, to allow these older hunters to drag 
game down hill to a road.
needs to be a longer and later late buck

Not sure if 3-point restriction is working in GMU 329.  When unit went to permit only there were lots of deer and high buck to deer ratio.  Now it does not seem 
like there are as many deer and the buck to doe ratio appears to have decreased.  Are cougars or Poaching the culprit?  I support two-point or lower restriction.
Old men should not get free doe tags.  Their sons shoot them for them....  OLD man in camp get radio call come tag it.....
Open all areas to black powder.
open high hunt for any buck.  No one is going to shoot a really small buck way back in there and it would take care of the big 2 points we are seeing.
open more areas
Open more game areas for late season ardhery.
Open more units for muzzle loader late season
Open same early season GMU's to Muzzleloader as Mod. rifle hunters have. Reduce # of GMU's only for late season.
Open season in late October
Open the blacktail deer season longer towards the rut in more areas for modern firearms. Remember people want to bag a deer with more anlters than spikes. 
This is a business and you need to think about why people hunt!
Our mule deer buck populations suck.  I think any open area's in Washington "Eastern Washington", should be draw only.  Hey, Oregon,Whyoming, Montana, 
and Idaho can't be wrong.  They've switched to it a long time ago and they don't have the population that we do.  You can't keep everyone happy, but if we don't 
do something, we won't have a sustainable mule deer population to hunt!
Over lap Deer season with Elk season
Overlap late deer and elk muzzleloader.  This would increase participtation in muzzleloader hunting.
people with a limiting permenant disablitie, (those documented by physician recognized by state board) should be allowed into limited access areas by either 
vechile or atv.  Those that don't have permenant should not be allowed in any circumstance by vehicle or atv.  They can hike in and out.  And only those with 
disablitie may use vehicle/atv to remove game harvested, if they remove someone elses game they should be cited as would any other hunter entering closed 
area.  And in addition loose their special access permit
Personally know of many people that have been drawn twice for special late buck hunt in the grayback unit and one that has been drawn three times. Other 
individuals that have been drawn for doe tag or late buck three out of five years. Mathematically I may have to wait another 32 years for a tag and that is only if 
everyone only got one permit in their lifetime. I would be 97 years old then.
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Please manage for a higher "quality" herd. (Numbers and mature deer...just seeing animals makes for a more enjoyable time in the woods)
preferance point system should be modified to increase chance of drawing if applicant has the maximum number of points.
Provide more early limited entry west side  deer permits in late august/early september
Provide real muzzleloader deer opportunities in eastern washington that don't conflict with elk season.  Also, is there no antlered late hunt options?
Push the eastside general seasons back a week-it starts too early. Or go back to the old way, every 3rd year it runs later.
RE-OPEN THE BATTLE GROUND UNIT FOR LATE SEASON HUNTING. OR EXTEND THE LATE BUCK SEASON IN THIS UNIT.
Request a special hunt for doe mule deer.
Restrict Modern firearm Deer hunters to 3 rounds of ammunition in their firearm during hunting hours.
Restrict slash burning so as  not destroy what was to be a "quality" hunt and raise camp safety issues.
same
same as above.
SAME COMMENT AS FOR ELK
same miss managment   I reported hair loss in Lewis county for 3 years before anyone got off their butts to check it out,  you can not chase game from Sept 
thru Jan and then on top of this the tribes feel they own public land.  Bull shit
Season for general (modern) deer should be 3 weekends wnad the two weeks between. Seasons are way to early for migration animals
Second deer perrmits (antlerless) should not impact hunter preference points for deer special permits...
see above
see above
SEE ABOVE COMMENT
see prev comments
seems that the buck blacktail population has declined and there is no management plan to increase this population of deer due to the increase in cougar 
population.
sell multi season tags.  sell them as 1,2 or all three seasons
Senior Citizens, 65 or older, should not have to pay for a hunting permit
Setting a 2pt minimum for west side black tale deer.
should  be a longer season !!!
Should be able to hunt any legal way and be able to hunt the whole state...what even legal way to fill your tag
Should be allowed to hunt Whitetail deer during any of the weapons seasons.
should be more youth buck permits.....or a special 2 day any deer hunt.....youth need more hunts....but i am sure the master hunters would disagree
Some whitetail mangement in the North eastern WA units set aside a side some areas that are 3 pt min or permit during rifle or closing rifle rut and giving rifle, 
muzzy and archery hunters some quality hunts around this side of the sate
Start modern firearm huntiong season one week later
Start the general modern firearm deer season 1 week later.
State should close more roads on state game land on the eastern slopes of the cascades to create more hike-in hunting, reduce the RV camping in the middle 
of deer habitat, improved deer habitat, and potentially reduce poaching.
Stop taking opportunities from one hunter group and giving it to another.   Stop discrimination against modern rifles and giving giving seasons to special groups 
who have better access to game during better sasons with better opportunities.  All hunters are equal and deserve equal access to game and to the seasons to 
hunt game.   How come a
stopthe indians. Dont give them free rain
Switch to permit only like Oregon regulatios.
The 2006 deer harvest was well allocated among the user groups.  The current proposals mentioned in this survey would set the resource allocation concept for 
deer back 10 years.  The concept of trying to increase one  user group size by increasing opportunity does not bode well for wildlife management in our state or 
for getting user groups to work together.  It will be divisive.
The area of the old Muzzle Loader area 911 is getting very populated with recreational cabins and full time residents.  During the modern fire arm season it is 
very dangerous as shots travel a long distance.  I would be in favor of a fire arm restriction in this area for the safety of life and property.
The deer season is also too early.......
The department should offer extended seasons for unsuccessful buck hunters to bag an antlerless deer.  A hunter can use their unfilled buck tag during an 
extended season.  The department should manage deer & elk hunting like they do fishing.  They should offer extended season dates depending on the number 
of animals bagged during the general season. This would be done by areas just like fishing.  For instance game management units 120-180 might have an 
extended season, for unsuccessful general season hunters,  the second weekend in November. This would be announced just like fishing through the media 
and email.  This will give the department the tools they need to manage the size of the herds more effectively.    Any hunter should be allowed to hunt using a 
multi-season tag.  The department should not limit the number of permits and they shouldn't charge fees that limit a hunter by their income level.  I feel the 
department is abusing their authority in charging the fees that they do.  I understand the department is trying to find ways to cover financial shortfalls but the 
The general modern fire arm deer season in easters washington needs to be moved one week later
The general season for deer should include more than one week end for the poor guy that has to work for a living.
The invasion of whitetail into that part of Chelan County south of Lake Chelan is a threat to the migratory mule deer herd.  The Department should do everything 
possible to keep this species from taking over the mule deer's vital winter range.  I would suggest that master hunters or others be directed to eliminate whitetail 
in spots where they are known to frequent.  Harvesting in winter is probably most effective.
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THE LATE DEER MUZZLELOADING SEASON SHOULD BE SHORTENED AND BOTH LATE AND EARLY SEASONS SHOULD BE BUCK ONLY. THE 
MUZZLELOADERS THAT ARE ON THE MARKET TODAY HAVE THE CAPABILITY TO SHOOT EXTREAMLY FAR AND WHEN THEY CAN SHOOT THAT 
FAR IN MY OPINION THEY SHOULD BE HELD TO THE SAME STANDARS AS MODERN FIREARMS. GIVE THE MUZZLELOADERS SPEACIAL PERMITS 
FOR ANTLERLESS DEER. ALSO WHEN I STARTED HUNTING I WOULD GO OUT EVERY DAY AND SEE 30-40 DEER NOW I MIGHT SEE 10 ON A 
GOOD DAY WE NEED TO DO SOMETHING TO GET THE DEER POPULATIN BACK TO WHERE IT WAS BEFORE THAT SICKNESS KILLED OFF A LOT 
OF THEM IF THAT MEANS MAKING THE HUNTING SEASON FOR DEER DRAW ONLY FOR A FEW YEARS THEN SO BE IT. I WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE 
TO TAKE MY KIDS HUNTING SOMEDAY AND KEEP THEM ITERESTED IN IT AND I AM AFFRAID THAT IF I TAKE THEM AND DO NOT SEE A DEAR ALL 
WEEKEND THAT THEY WILL LOSE INTEREST.
The late Whitetail season is tough...please give us modern firearm hunter's a chance to at least HUNT part of the RUT like we used to have Thanksgiving 
week. Instead of cutting us out like you have done...and we all know what you have done give us modern firearm part of that hunt back..I see no reason why we 
cannot go back to at least having the day before Thanksgiving thru the weekend on Sunday to hunt late whitetail....Then you can give all your archery hunters 
the start of the next week on monday.....Give us all chance to hunt some foof the rut
the modern firearms should not get a late hunt on the westside and give them a better late hunt on the east side
the poulation of deer still seem to be droping
The road systems should be more restricted in Eastern Washington Deer areas, You should also have to choose between antler and antlerless when you put in 
for a drawing, Antler drawings should be limited to two choices.
The season ends way to early in Grayback 388. Unless the weather turns cold early in October the migration of deer into the 388 area occurs after the season 
closes. When 1500 applicants are after 50 special permits(Hunt 1063) the hunters are telling you to change the season. Listen!
There are way to many hunters in some GMUs.  The last year I hunted modern rifle a hunter shot a deer in my general direction.  This made me feel very 
uncomfortable/unsafe.  I don't have a solution to the too many hunters problem, but I believe it is a problem.
there is a need to permit more doe hunting, especially the eastide white tails.
There should be a archery only zone (10 mile zone) around populated cities like Spokane.  This would help with safety around populated areas.  These zones 
should be open to all user groups for additional doe tags (Rifle, Muzzleloader and Archery tag holders) in conjuction with archery season for archery hunting for 
antlerless only whitetail deer.
to get more muzzle loader deer hunters use 209 priners,copper sabbots,and scopes for deer only. have more late season muzzle hunts for whitetail.
To much land is being locked away from the general public. If these deer belong to the people of the State of Washington, make them available to everyone, 
just not special interest groups or those who can afford to hunt on private land. Special interest and greed is what this is about. Private land owners nees to 
open there land to more general public hunts or closed to no hunitng at all.
TROPHY BUCK AREAS LATE SEASON
TWO POINT OR BETTER IN WESTERN WA.
Two point or better in western WA. If the hunters dont harvest the objective number of deer add moor doe tags.
Two point or better state wide!!!
Unit 388 had the general season shortened for modern arms but lengthened for archery during late fall.  The shortening was supposedly to protect from over 
harvest of migrating mature bucks. They do not arrive until archery season in most years.
Washington native hunters 75 years old and older should be able to hunt any buck every year.
WDFW should attempt to work more closely with suburban land owners to allow archery hunters to help thin deer populations in these "fringe" areas.  More 
special permits in these areas for archers should be considered.
We could use more antlerless permits in Northeast Washington
WE HAVE SUCH A SHORT SEASON CONSIDER OPENING IT FOR ANY BUCK. OR KEEPING THE 3 PT. AND EXTENDING IT TO THE END OF OCT. 
WHERE IT USED TO BE.
WE NEED LATER SEASON
we need more anterless permits in areas in ne washington and the palouse. we are overrun with deer.
We need more youth hunters
We need to offer more Rut Hunts for Rifle and Muzzleloader.
We need to start making food plots in Winthrop area for our Declining Mule deer herds, specifically in our Safety Zones, so our Mule deer herds stay healthy in 
the harsh winters.
WESTSIDE ALL GAME UNIT 3X3 OR BETTER BUCK HUNTING
why not more late archery deer season in northeast GMUs ?
With the closure of the southeast whitetail late hunt the NE is absolutely flooded with hunters. The quality of the hunt is destroyed and safety is a serious 
concern. A late hunting drawing should be considered in the NE as well. I fully support a draw only late buck hunt in the SE corner.
Would like to see 2-point or better in the black tail deer hunts.
Would like to see Deer season later in Oct. for Modern Firearm (Mule Deer).
Would love to see more youth opportunities in this state.
You should create a land owner coupon system.  Each land owner who has a deer problem should register with the state.  Instead of giving them crop damage 
money, give coupon to hunters.  The farmer would get a hunter coupon when he is allowed access to the land.  The farmer turns in the coupon and gets paid by 
the state for each coupon he submits.  This opens private land for hunters, the farmer gets his deer numbers reduced, and the State does not have to spend 
any extra money for crop damage.  I'm tired of farmers getting paid for crop damage and not allowing hunting to reduce the number of animals.
you should let the archery hunters use exspandible broadheads
You should resume the late deer season in Unit 460.  You should remove the 3 point minimum on mule deer and make the eastern Washington mule deer 
season as long as the western Washington season.
Youth antlerless deer permits are fantastic.  I would suggest you put a web page up to help parents out on making the youth a better hunter.  Things like set 
ups,  letting the youth make mistakes then correcting after they have done (learn by experience).
youth deer in some units like peargin there should
youth should be able to take either sex
3 point restriction on all whitetails needs to be in affect for Northeastern washington. You need to get rid of the over the counter senior and youth doe tags. All 
you're doing with that season is teaching our hunters to be killers. I didn't have any special treatment when I was growing up and I believe it made me a better 
hunter. The seniors are just out to road hunt and drink beer while doing so.

Page 253



Additional-Deer

Add more doe tag opportunities for youth hunters in more gmu areas for mule deer
allow archery hunters to hunt any deer from Sept 1 to opening day of moderen rifle season
Allow archery hunting as a general season in GMU 342.  It is open stage brush land and woul produce a limited number of animals, but be a quality archery 
hunt... Everyone else gets to hunt it.
allow baiting deer dont take this away from the archers. That would promote road hunting and possible more poaching in late season
Allow the hunting of MULE DEER in game unit 130 CHENEY. Even if it is muzzleloader or youth only.
Allow Youth hunters to shoot either sex deer in all GMU's.
Archery Mule Deer should again be for either sex
Certain hunts like the Blue Mtn Foothills A tag you can shoot a doe. This should be a buck only tag to make odds of drawing it better.
Close mule deer season for at least 5 years to allow the herd time to grow and mature. Then only allow a permit draw for 4 point or better.
Cut the open area deer rifle seasons to 5 days and open it up to any buck.  This will spread out the harvest age structure and take the pressure off the mature 
bucks.    Leave the deer baiting issue alone.  (What's next, tree stands?)
DEER AND ELK HERDS ARE SPARSE ABOVE RANDLE IN THE PACKWOOD UNIT, LEWIS UNIT ETC....THEY NEED MORE LOGGING, THINNING, 
CONTROLED BURNING ETC......OPEN UP THE FOREST FLOOR.  HABITAT.
Do you have herd plans for deer like you do for elk?
dont open early deer season same dates  as early elk in muzzleloader season
either sex seasons are unsafe! All antlerless hunting should be antlerles only with a seperate season.
Enforce stronger penalties for poachers and tresspassers.     Continue the three point minimum for mule deer.  Increase the number of units that are draw only.  
Manage for higher quality hunts for trophy mule deer.
Establish an urban hunting season for any sex using archery only
far less doe permits
Furnish more quality buck tags in more units..Even if only 1 or 2 tags per unit.I do not see how 2 tags per unit during the rut would be detrimental..
have a longer deer season in general and late
Have deer and elk season overlap for one weekend for modern firearm
Have late hunts in the 100 series GMU's for mule deer.
Have special permit hunting only in areas where buck to doe ratios are low, but do not let the cougers and bears keep the numbers down.
I think it all comes down to better management on both sides of the fence not just one side.
I would like to see all of eastern washington mule deer tags be put on a draw system.  Make what is now the general october season a draw season, and still 
keep it a 3pt min.  And still give out late season tags in november.  For example the Entiat unit:  Give out between 500 - 1000 october tags.  And give out 
between 40 - 80 november tags.  The exact amount of tags would be detrimed by buck to doe ratios.  Also in units like the Entiat, Chewuch, Pearrgin, Gardner, 
Pogue, Coiche, Chiliwist, Alta, Manson, Swakane, Mission, Chiwawa, Slide ridge, Desert, Naneum, Teanaway, L.T. Murray, Bethel, Alkali, and Grayback.  
Manage for a buck to doe ratio of 20 to 25 bucks per 100 does.
I would like to see more quality, late arhery hunts in areas like Swakane, Entiat and Pogue.
Increase trophy buck tags cost and add revenue into habitat
Keep the present 2nd deer tag permits and allow hunters over 65 are to take anywhite-tailed deer  during both General and Late Buck seasons.
keep the same
less blacktail doe permits. numbers are down.
make a late muzzleloader season in the wenatchee national forest
Make all of eastern washington a draw for mule deer rifle tags, for both the early general season and the late season.  Manage more units for higher buck to 
doe ratios.  25 to 40 -100  Take for example the chiwawa unit.  Give out 500 early season permits for rifle and 50 late season permits.
Make all of eastern Washington a draw for rifle mule deer permits.  Meaning you would have to draw an early october season permit to hunt with a rifle or in 
units that could handle the hunting pressure, you would have to draw a late november permit to hunt.  If you were not able to draw a tag you could still hunt 
mule deer with a bow.  Also for muzzleloader seasons make mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning that if you wanted to hunt with a muzzleloader you 
would have to a either a october permit or november permit to hunt.  If you did not draw a permit for a muzzleloader you could still hunt with a bow.  Also 
manage all the mule deer units for a buck to doe ratio of 30 to 35 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washington a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.   Also manage all of the unit in eastern 
washington for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washington draw for the early season mule deer tags and for the late mule deer tags.
Make all of eastern washington modern firearm mule deer season by permit only.  Meaning make the early october season permit only.  And keep the late 
november season permits on a draw.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washinton a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.  Also manage all of the unit in eastern washington 
for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
Make it a 2-point minimum on the westside.
Make the season 1 week later in eastern WA.
make them doe permits instead of either sex permitss, there would be better use of the permits
Maybe either sex general seasons to help with mature buck survival.I live GMU 124 and I think this would help  greatly to improve the quality of mature bucks 
as there is an over population of does.
more muzzle-loader tags.
More youth permits for buck deer that start before general season.
Need to give out less doe permits.Would like to see a late hunt for archery in gmu 418.
Need to increase the mule deer herd. More Trophy's
needs to be a longer and later late buck
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No hunting.
NO LAND TO HUNT IN WASHINGTON MOST IS POST NO TRESPASSING
Offer "any buck" or "2-point or better" permits for mule deer in areas where mature 2-points are becoming genetically dominant.
Pemit only the mule deer tags in the state.
Please allow the use of 220 swift  22-250 and other hyper velocity weapons for deer, and other such game again.  They are lightning kills on this size game and 
very merciful.  When they were legal It was all I used, and never had a deer get up and run away.
please consider a 5 year waiting period for any one who draws a late season rut mule deer tag, does not matter if they were successfull or not on the last hunt 
drawn.
please consider lengthening the early muzzleloader season to at least equal the modern firearm season in Eaztern Washington.  We've been limited to either 5 
or 7 days while modern firearms hunters got 9 every year.
reinstall late deer season to open thanksgiving like the old days and extend for 1 month
re-instate the 2-wk mule deer season in northeastern Wa.-  OR  -  MOVE THE 9 DAY,s to later  in the month
re-open baiting, and hound hunting to reduce predator populations and stop the indians from poaching and the population will respond allowing for more 
permits.
Same as above.
see commit about elk
Start asking the ranchers and people that live in the NE about the whitetail population. See if they think it is declining.
Stop segretating hunters by age, or hunter education status etc for special permit hunts. We all pay the same fees and should all be allowed to put in for all 
available permits. Separating permits by user groups is good, but within those user groups it should be fair for all involved. I have a strong feeling that alot of 
you in the WDFW are none hunters or anti hunters. The ridiculouos ideas you come up with and/or allow others to convince you to move forward with along with 
the red herrings you scatter through these very surveys show me and everyone I know that something is very wrong in your department. If you were all hunters 
and cared about the majority of hunters in this state you would hold yourselves to a higher standard.
Thank you for monitoring their condition and attempting to maintain sustainable levels.  Less... Indian... poaching... please...
the blacktail population is back on the rise, give out a few more permit's for a late season in the GMU 418 area.  i remember the late season of the past hunting 
with my dad in 6 inches of fresh snow, cutting a big track of a ruttin buck. now that was fun hunting
The North Fork road of GMU 340 needs to be reopened.  This road was allowed not be maintained.  At least open the lower part of the road for hunting.  The 
closure of this road has created increased hunting pressure elsewhere in the Manashtash region.
There are large populations of "urban" blacktails.  Allow bow and crossbow hunters more liberal seasons.
There seem to be far too many black tail does in some areas.  The second deer permit for does is an excellent idea.
There should be a longer season and it should be 2 point or better for all bucks regardless of White tail, Mule deer or black tail.
Unit 407, Modern Firearm late season should be longer and archery should be shorter.
Unlimited over the counter tags are NOT the method to ensure healthy deer herds.  Go out and hunt the general seasons, and you'll understand.  Revenues 
would increase substantially if a draw system with reasonable fees and preference points were implemented. Plus, we would have more tools at our disposal to 
manage the health of the herds, and increase the buck to doe ratios above current objectives.  The current system is NOT working to support long term 
opportunities for current and future generations of sportsmen and women.
Use the information from hunter success reports better. Notice the trends between antler points and relative harvest times within the season to develop better 
plans.
We pay alot of money for are sport of hunting don't let it go to fishing or the general fund.  Help the hunter
youth hunters need to be able to harvest doe in order to keep their interest.
Add more doe tag opportunities for 65 and older hunters in more gmu areas for mule deer
allow electronic calls during archery season
archers have too many special permits across the state.  Why do they have so many opportunities when the muzzleloaders have so few.
Archery Mule Deer should again be for either sex
Archery seasons should be shorter because there is to much hunting pressure in the late season.
designate more untis for trophy only units. Making them permit only. Designate either the Swakne or Entiat as trophy only no general hunting.
doe allowed to be harvested by youth hunters to keep their interest
Eliminate spike hunting state wide all weapons.
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the males fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of and 
developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Expand the season and units for early/late Archery
for certian special hunt tags that are difficult to draw, three wait and ghost tag application after drawing a tag.
General season 2 point and better hunting for Blacktails (all user groups).  No modern firearm or muzzleloader  Blacktail doe permits (Blackail doe archery 
hunting by permit only). Make Westside modern firearm late Blacktail hunt permit only.
Go to a 4pt min. area for Mule Deer not 3 pt.  One side must have at least 4pts with the point measuring more than 3" inches.  Add additional doe tags in areas 
population needs to be reduced.
Have deer and elk season overlap for one weekend for modern firearm
I would like to see all of eastern washington mule deer tags be put on a draw system.  Make what is now the general october season a draw season, and still 
keep it a 3pt min.  And still give out late season tags in november.  For example the Entiat unit:  Give out between 500 - 1000 october tags.  And give out 
between 40 - 80 november tags.  The exact amount of tags would be detrimed by buck to doe ratios.  Also in units like the Entiat, Chewuch, Pearrgin, Gardner, 
Pogue, Coiche, Chiliwist, Alta, Manson, Swakane, Mission, Chiwawa, Slide ridge, Desert, Naneum, Teanaway, L.T. Murray, Bethel, Alkali, and Grayback.  
Manage for a buck to doe ratio of 20 to 25 bucks per 100 does.
last day either sex opportunity
Make all of eastern washington a draw for mule deer rifle tags, for both the early general season and the late season.  Manage more units for higher buck to 
doe ratios.  25 to 40 -100  Take for example the slide ridge unit.  Give out 500 early season permits for rifle and 50 late season permits.
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Make all of eastern Washington a draw for rifle mule deer permits.  Meaning you would have to draw an early october season permit to hunt with a rifle or in 
units that could handle the hunting pressure, you would have to draw a late november permit to hunt.  If you were not able to draw a tag you could still hunt 
mule deer with a bow.  Also for muzzleloader seasons make mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning that if you wanted to hunt with a muzzleloader you 
would have to a either a october permit or november permit to hunt.  If you did not draw a permit for a muzzleloader you could still hunt with a bow.  Also 
manage all the mule deer units for a buck to doe ratio of 30 to 35 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washington a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.   Also manage all of the unit in eastern 
washington for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washington draw for the early season mule deer tags and for the late mule deer tags.
Make all of eastern washington modern firearm mule deer season by permit only.  Meaning make the early october season permit only.  And keep the late 
november season permits on a draw.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washinton a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.  Also manage all of the unit in eastern washington 
for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
Make the Deer Season a week later
Manage all mule deer for permit only hunting.  Hunters can buy a general deer tag and hunt Blacktail and Whitetail but would need to apply for special mule 
deer permits.  No bonus/preference points are used in the drawing.
more youth permits for antlerd deer. alot of kids want bucks. let 65 and older get more does.
needs to be a longer and later late buck

North Chewuch and Okanagan area is only setup for 10 days of hunting, and the season is too early.  We are only hunting local deer.  Change season to later.
Offer some quality permit seasons for archery outside of the general seasons.
Please allow the use of 220 swift  22-250 and other hyper velocity weapons for deer, and other such game again.  They are lightning kills on this size game and 
very merciful.  When they were legal It was all I used, and never had a deer get up and run away.
Remove antlerless part of blue mt. foothills "A" tag
should get rid of 3 point or better regs in some units
Stop killing does in chelan county I can show you alot of bucks in our orchard and few does.yesterday I counted six bucks and one yearling doe.
stop the baiting of wild game. make it a true hunting effort.
try westside antler restrictions
UNIT 681 & 684 3X3 ONLY BUCKS
A three point or better requirement for black tail on the western side of the mountains and in certain areas...i.e. Whatcom and Skagit during modern rifle hunt to 
build up the herd size providing more bucks to mature.  After a 5 year period reevaluate the stock and reset the point requirement.
Allow any tag for a white tailed deer to be choice of either sex.
ALLOW MORE GMU'S FOR MUZZLELOADING
Archery Mule Deer should again be for either sex
branched bucks ONLY statewide
Earn a whitetail buck permit or other reward by filling whitetail doe tag. Buck to doe ratios are poor, populations are increasing, mature buck oppotunities are 
poor. Current system of any buck gerneral seasons is BAD management.
I should be able to buy a deer tag and hunt any season until my tag is filled this should not be a special money grab tag by the state, it should be ALL tags
I would like to see a late muzzle deer hunt for klickitat county.
I would like to see all of eastern washington mule deer tags be put on a draw system.  Make what is now the general october season a draw season, and still 
keep it a 3pt min.  And still give out late season tags in november.  For example the Entiat unit:  Give out between 500 - 1000 october tags.  And give out 
between 40 - 80 november tags.  The exact amount of tags would be detrimed by buck to doe ratios.  Also in units like the Entiat, Chewuch, Pearrgin, Gardner, 
Pogue, Coiche, Chiliwist, Alta, Manson, Swakane, Mission, Chiwawa, Slide ridge, Desert, Naneum, Teanaway, L.T. Murray, Bethel, Alkali, and Grayback.  
Manage for a buck to doe ratio of 20 to 25 bucks per 100 does.
less general hunts more permit hunts
Make all of eastern washington a draw for mule deer rifle tags, for both the early general season and the late season.  Manage more units for higher buck to 
doe ratios.  25 to 40 -100  Take for example the gray back unit.  Give out 500 early season permits for rifle and 50 late season permits.
Make all of eastern Washington a draw for rifle mule deer permits.  Meaning you would have to draw an early october season permit to hunt with a rifle or in 
units that could handle the hunting pressure, you would have to draw a late november permit to hunt.  If you were not able to draw a tag you could still hunt 
mule deer with a bow.  Also for muzzleloader seasons make mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning that if you wanted to hunt with a muzzleloader you 
would have to a either a october permit or november permit to hunt.  If you did not draw a permit for a muzzleloader you could still hunt with a bow.  Also 
manage all the mule deer units for a buck to doe ratio of 30 to 35 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washington draw for the early season mule deer tags and for the late mule deer tags.
Make all of eastern washington modern firearm mule deer season by permit only.  Meaning make the early october season permit only.  And keep the late 
november season permits on a draw.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washinton a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.  Also manage all of the unit in eastern washington 
for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washinton a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.  Also manage all of the unit in eastern washington 
for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
More management for quality/trophy animals in select areas.
muzzleloaders need more huntable GMUs across the state.
needs to be a longer and later late buck
Open a late season archery hunt for GMU130. There are a lot of deer and no archery season.
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Open up more late archery hunts on the east side for Mule deer, and take the pressure off the Okanogan/ Chelan area.
Please allow the use of 220 swift  22-250 and other hyper velocity weapons for deer, and other such game again.  They are lightning kills on this size game and 
very merciful.  When they were legal It was all I used, and never had a deer get up and run away.
take some of the end of september away from archery and give it to muzzleloader to increase season length
allow 209 ignition and scopes for black powder
Archery Mule Deer should again be for either sex
Buck permits in the Blue Mtns should include a late mule deer hunt.  Increase application fee to $25 and set aside $10 to an endowment allowing the use of 
interest only for management of deer.  This will provide an indefinite funding source for the species in about 10 yrs.
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the males fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of and 
developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Eliminate the master hunter priogram
Have deer and elk season overlap for one weekend for modern firearm
I would like to see all of eastern washington mule deer tags be put on a draw system.  Make what is now the general october season a draw season, and still 
keep it a 3pt min.  And still give out late season tags in november.  For example the Entiat unit:  Give out between 500 - 1000 october tags.  And give out 
between 40 - 80 november tags.  The exact amount of tags would be detrimed by buck to doe ratios.  Also in units like the Entiat, Chewuch, Pearrgin, Gardner, 
Pogue, Coiche, Chiliwist, Alta, Manson, Swakane, Mission, Chiwawa, Slide ridge, Desert, Naneum, Teanaway, L.T. Murray, Bethel, Alkali, and Grayback.  
Manage for a buck to doe ratio of 20 to 25 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washington a draw for mule deer rifle tags, for both the early general season and the late season.  Manage more units for higher buck to 
doe ratios.  25 to 40 -100  Take for example the teanaway unit.  Give out 500 early season permits for rifle and 50 late season permits.
Make all of eastern Washington a draw for rifle mule deer permits.  Meaning you would have to draw an early october season permit to hunt with a rifle or in 
units that could handle the hunting pressure, you would have to draw a late november permit to hunt.  If you were not able to draw a tag you could still hunt 
mule deer with a bow.  Also for muzzleloader seasons make mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning that if you wanted to hunt with a muzzleloader you 
would have to a either a october permit or november permit to hunt.  If you did not draw a permit for a muzzleloader you could still hunt with a bow.  Also 
manage all the mule deer units for a buck to doe ratio of 30 to 35 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washington draw for the early season mule deer tags and for the late mule deer tags.
Make all of eastern washington modern firearm mule deer season by permit only.  Meaning make the early october season permit only.  And keep the late 
november season permits on a draw.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washinton a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.  Also manage all of the unit in eastern washington 
for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washinton a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.  Also manage all of the unit in eastern washington 
for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
Modern firearm Eastern Mule Deer general season should start on October 18 and end on October 26     with a 4-point minimum rule.
needs to be a longer and later late buck
Please allow the use of 220 swift  22-250 and other hyper velocity weapons for deer, and other such game again.  They are lightning kills on this size game and 
very merciful.  When they were legal It was all I used, and never had a deer get up and run away.
WE NEED MORE NATURE BUCK IN UNIT 681 & 684
All westside units 2 point or better.
Archery Mule Deer should again be for either sex
Extend general modern firearm deer season by one day in western Washington closing the season November 1st rather than October 31st.
I would like to see all of eastern washington mule deer tags be put on a draw system.  Make what is now the general october season a draw season, and still 
keep it a 3pt min.  And still give out late season tags in november.  For example the Entiat unit:  Give out between 500 - 1000 october tags.  And give out 
between 40 - 80 november tags.  The exact amount of tags would be detrimed by buck to doe ratios.  Also in units like the Entiat, Chewuch, Pearrgin, Gardner, 
Pogue, Coiche, Chiliwist, Alta, Manson, Swakane, Mission, Chiwawa, Slide ridge, Desert, Naneum, Teanaway, L.T. Murray, Bethel, Alkali, and Grayback.  
Manage for a buck to doe ratio of 20 to 25 bucks per 100 does.
less hunting on black tail deer for several years.
Make all of eastern washington a draw for mule deer rifle tags, for both the early general season and the late season.  Manage more units for higher buck to 
doe ratios.  25 to 40 -100  Take for example the alta unit.  Give out 500 early season permits for rifle and 50 late season permits.
Make all of eastern Washington a draw for rifle mule deer permits.  Meaning you would have to draw an early october season permit to hunt with a rifle or in 
units that could handle the hunting pressure, you would have to draw a late november permit to hunt.  If you were not able to draw a tag you could still hunt 
mule deer with a bow.  Also for muzzleloader seasons make mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning that if you wanted to hunt with a muzzleloader you 
would have to a either a october permit or november permit to hunt.  If you did not draw a permit for a muzzleloader you could still hunt with a bow.  Also 
manage all the mule deer units for a buck to doe ratio of 30 to 35 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washington draw for the early season mule deer tags and for the late mule deer tags.
Make all of eastern washington modern firearm mule deer season by permit only.  Meaning make the early october season permit only.  And keep the late 
november season permits on a draw.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washinton a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.  Also manage all of the unit in eastern washington 
for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washinton a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.  Also manage all of the unit in eastern washington 
for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
needs to be a longer and later late buck
Open permits in the Mission for late archery.
Please allow the use of 220 swift  22-250 and other hyper velocity weapons for deer, and other such game again.  They are lightning kills on this size game and 
very merciful.  When they were legal It was all I used, and never had a deer get up and run away.
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REDUCE POINT RESTRICTIONS TO 2 POINT FOR MULE DEER MUZZLELOADER
Archery Mule Deer should again be for either sex
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the males fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of and 
developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
eliminate the antler restriction for muzzle loader hunters because of the primative sights and keep the equipment primative
Have deer and elk season overlap for one weekend for modern firearm
I would like to see all of eastern washington mule deer tags be put on a draw system.  Make what is now the general october season a draw season, and still 
keep it a 3pt min.  And still give out late season tags in november.  For example the Entiat unit:  Give out between 500 - 1000 october tags.  And give out 
between 40 - 80 november tags.  The exact amount of tags would be detrimed by buck to doe ratios.  Also in units like the Entiat, Chewuch, Pearrgin, Gardner, 
Pogue, Coiche, Chiliwist, Alta, Manson, Swakane, Mission, Chiwawa, Slide ridge, Desert, Naneum, Teanaway, L.T. Murray, Bethel, Alkali, and Grayback.  
Manage for a buck to doe ratio of 20 to 25 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washington a draw for mule deer rifle tags, for both the early general season and the late season.  Manage more units for higher buck to 
doe ratios.  25 to 40 -100  Take for example the pearrygin unit.  Give out 500 early season permits for rifle and 50 late season permits.
Make all of eastern Washington a draw for rifle mule deer permits.  Meaning you would have to draw an early october season permit to hunt with a rifle or in 
units that could handle the hunting pressure, you would have to draw a late november permit to hunt.  If you were not able to draw a tag you could still hunt 
mule deer with a bow.  Also for muzzleloader seasons make mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning that if you wanted to hunt with a muzzleloader you 
would have to a either a october permit or november permit to hunt.  If you did not draw a permit for a muzzleloader you could still hunt with a bow.  Also 
manage all the mule deer units for a buck to doe ratio of 30 to 35 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washington draw for the early season mule deer tags and for the late mule deer tags.
Make all of eastern washington modern firearm mule deer season by permit only.  Meaning make the early october season permit only.  And keep the late 
november season permits on a draw.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washinton a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.  Also manage all of the unit in eastern washington 
for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washinton a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.  Also manage all of the unit in eastern washington 
for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
Need to get rid of the eye-guard rule.  Too many two points are killed and abandoned due to the eye-guards being too short once the hunter examines the 
carcass.  If the eye-guard rule is removed it should help to lower the number of two-pointers killed.
needs to be a longer and later late buck
Please allow the use of 220 swift  22-250 and other hyper velocity weapons for deer, and other such game again.  They are lightning kills on this size game and 
very merciful.  When they were legal It was all I used, and never had a deer get up and run away.
The department needs to work with farmers to help make food plots for our Mule deer herds, which are very much needed to support healthy Mule deer 
population in Washington. Food plots are the key to increase the population of declining Mule deer herds. Safety Zones with food plots are the perfect 
combination to protect and increase our Mule deer herds. 4-point minimum on Mule Deer seasons.
2 day pre season open for handicap hunters
2 polnts or bigger
2-pt minimum for blacktail statewide
A formal study should be done on 113 and 117 Mule deer. The affects of cougar, wolf, and grizzly on these awesome deer. These predators WILL take their toll 
on the Mule deer in these areas if proper management of the predator is not taken!!!  I have seen the kill sites.
add youth hunts.  Add special hunts during the rut. and more multiseason tags
Align the deer season with the rut rather than the current pre-rut scenario
ALL DOE HUNTING BEFORE BUCK HUNTING SEASON
allow archery hunters a second deer tag in certain units
Allow for more antlerless deer to be taken. Have a very short general antlerless season.
Allow more youth hunts to take any mule deer bucks to reduce the problem of bad genetics where the mature deer never get bigger than 2 points
Allow multiple tags for Whitetail deer.
allow permit with out buying a liceness, if they draw can buy then
allow youth hunters to harvest a doe during the general season
Antlerless deer permits should be limited to smaller areas. There are areas in North Eastern Washington that do not need antlerless permits. Such areas are 
North East of Colville and Kettle Falls. The antlerless permits should confine such hunts to higher population areas such as around towns.
Archery hunting should be allowed within all no-shooting zones for all counties.
Archery Mule Deer should again be for either sex
Be very carful not to over permit late buck and doe hunts.
Change gmu 388 back to 488 and make it a westside hunt and keep the current altler regulations
Change the general modern season in unit 388 back to a 31 Oct closing and change the antler restriction to 4 point or better.
close more roads to discourage road hunting.
Close units with low populations. Work with landowners so hunters can access high population areas.
Conduct winter antlerless black-tail deer hunting on portions of GMU#654 and GMU#653-Kapowsin Tree Farm in order to reduce deer browsing to forest 
managed stands.  Need to issue a minimum of 250 permits. The areas are identified and quantities identified as: Kapowsin North with 50 general permits, 
Kapowsin Central 30 general, 30 AHE permits and 40 with disability; Kapowsin South 50 general permit and 50 Senior permits.  Hunting opportunities are not 
maximized.  Damage to crop trees from browsing will require landowner undue hardship from cost of seedling protection, reduced future timber revenue from 
either delay of harvest or loss from product value.
Continue to allow baiting for deer. This is especially crutial during archery season when it is very important to make a good shot on an animal. Wounding an 
animal due to poor shot placement is a much worse option.
Control the deer with a set number of over the counter tags and special permit tags.
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CREATE MORE TROPHY BLACKTAIL LATE SEASON HUNT (RUT) OPPORTUNITY IN SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON.
deer hunting is not the same as it was 20 years ago. it is terrible on the west side of the state. i think deer tags should be limited to 2 point or better and in most 
western units there should not be any doe tags issued to anyone but youth and 65 and older tag holders.
Definately need to add a second permit for doe tags. It would be nice to get a doe now and again, but who wants to give up their points towards a trophy tag.
Do not permit Native Americans  from further devistating the herds in Washington State.  In common with  does not mean 2% of the poulation should receive 
a 7,8, or 9 month hunting season by happenstance of birth in effort to allocate 50%. nof the game to a small poulation.    Prosecute poachers, and realize that 
most people in this state who have any success raate at all ususally have to leave the Puget Sound area to bag game. In fact huntersfrom Washington State 
are going to hunt in other states in droves because of limited success.  I do not know of anyone who comes to Washington State to bag trophy animals.  This is 
a travesty.
Drawings need to be held sooner.
Drop 3 point minimum for mule deer, too many big genetic 2 points out there.
Drop the requirements of the mule deer buck to 2 point minimum.
Eastern washington GMU'S that are mostly private land should make it more accessable for the public to hunt these lands weather it be walk in only with 
permission of landowner or at least require land owners to provide sufficient information to arrange contact to hunt these lands to control small game more 
effectively, or allow more public special permits in the areas.
either sex for archery and muzzle loaders.
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the males fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of and 
developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
find a way to produce more mature animals, esp mule deer. i think the time has come to have a permit only season for the taking of mule deer bucks along the 
model of Nevada would be to my liking. i would rather hunt every 2 or three yrs and have a chance at a whopper than hunt every yr for a 2and ahalf yr old 3 
point.
For mule, deer drop minimum to two points since a significant portion of the populations never get larger that two point.
General deer seasons open about two weeks too early.
general late seasons for antlerles big game archery and muzzleloader
give out more quality youth hunts. right now the desert unit is the only mule buck hunt available for youth, and they give 2 tags for a day season. in this state the 
youth and muzzle loaders get screwed when it comes to quality permits.
give out more then 2-permits GMUs 290,328,329,335 for good hunting areas for muzzlerloaders,at lease 5-permits.
Give special anterless deer permits to youths.  100% allocation.  Season as long as the buck season.
Give the archers the full rut   Do not take either sex away from us.
GMU 224 should be 4-point minimum to increase buck populations.
Go 2 point bucks only for 3 years and increase the special permits for quality hunts in eastern Washington    Keep the nine day season but start it one week 
later in eastern Washington.
Have a 3 day mid-week either sex general season to the public, for those who have not tagged out by the end of season.
Have general deer season end on october 31st.
Have more permits for disabled and 65 & over hunters, most can not compete with the general population during the general seasons.
have some doe seasons in same units as elk during muzzleloader hunts
I am a property owner in the Okanogan highlands and would like to see the establishment of of a permit only late mule deer hunt in the 101 GMU.
I believe the implementation of the Palouse buck tag is having the desired effect; seeing more mature deer.
I feel the department should discontinue the practice of scattering bunched up animals just prior to the opening of the season.    If a hunter is drawn for a 
special permit but can't use it that year they should be able to turn the permit in to the department for a permit for the following year.  Then someone else can 
be drawn to use the original permit.  Obviously time constraints on when they must turn the permit back in by but this way someone who is battling cancer and 
going through treatments can hopefully full fill their dream of a large buck or bull the following year when they are healthy.
I like to hunt and eat deer. I have found that I prefer eating whitetail but enjoy mule deer very much as well. Even though I prefer eating whitetail I am concerned 
that the whitetail is more and more encroaching on traditional mule deer habitat. I am concerned that eventually we will have no more mule deer. I am seeing 
whitetail deer way up in the mountains at high elevations where one should only find mule deer. I think something needs to be done about this. Perhaps have 
an open season year round on whitetails found in certain areas that once were the exclusive domain of mule deer. That is drastic I know but I do feel this is a 
serious issue. Perhaps you can come up with a less drastic but workable solution.
I really like the master hunter December whitetail antlerless season. We have built good relations with several farmers since it is their slow season and they 
aren't getting bothered every day.
i think that you should go away from that three point minimum all together for mule deer there are more than enuf deer out there for hunters to be alowed to 
shoot any buck with horns not evey one wants to shoot some old buck that tasts like a boot soul there are still people out there that hunt for the meat and not 
gor the head
I think we need to harvest a bunch of the big 2 points that continue to pass that gene on in our muledeer population.  go with 2 pt or better for a three year time 
frame and thenn return to 3 pt or better for the next round.
I would be very nice to see longer seasons for muzzleloader hunters with more options of GMU's to hunt from in Western Washington.
I would like to see all of eastern washington mule deer tags be put on a draw system.  Make what is now the general october season a draw season, and still 
keep it a 3pt min.  And still give out late season tags in november.  For example the Entiat unit:  Give out between 500 - 1000 october tags.  And give out 
between 40 - 80 november tags.  The exact amount of tags would be detrimed by buck to doe ratios.  Also in units like the Entiat, Chewuch, Pearrgin, Gardner, 
Pogue, Coiche, Chiliwist, Alta, Manson, Swakane, Mission, Chiwawa, Slide ridge, Desert, Naneum, Teanaway, L.T. Murray, Bethel, Alkali, and Grayback.  
Manage for a buck to doe ratio of 20 to 25 bucks per 100 does.
I would like to see more youth hunting opportunities in every unit
If we can't improve the herds of deer and elk in the Blues, (predators are the #1 issue over there) then let's  make the entire zone a quality permit only 
experience for a 5 year period while creating a lot more spring bear hunt opportunities and allow licensed dog/outfitters trophy pursuit hunts for cougars/bears in 
these mountains.
Improve blacktail deer hunting in N puget sound, ether sex rifle by special days
Improve eastern washington mule deer buck quality buy permit only and continue the the b tag program which has been very effictive for bolth whitetail and 
mule deer!!! 3 POINT MINAMIUM!!!!!
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In High Doe/Buck Ratio areas, allow 2 deer to be taken.  Requiring an anterless permit to be filled before issuing a Buck permit.
In other states you buy a deer tag that is good for any type of weapon, still limited to only one deer. That way you can hunt all seasons for each weapon until 
you get your deer.
issue more permits
it is harrible what has been done to the entiat unit alone.  this is the best deer herd in teh state and it has been used and abused.  There is to many deer hunts 
on this migratory herd as they make their way down to the winter range. and then they are hammered with people from november to the end of december.  To 
many mature bucks being killed. Not very man high end bucks at all left.  to much pressure.  This is a very valuable resource and you the fish and game are 
ruining it.  archery hunters need to be limited, and roads closed, you should not be able to road hunt for archery. less people in all late hunts in all four entiat 
area units. and then once hunting is over, road restrictions on the entiat winter range. including hiking, snowmobiles etc.  And you must as well stop this shed 
hunting.  it is the worst thing you can do to these deer during the winter months. keep it closed till april atleast.  and then patrol it!!!!!!!
It would be nice to see the general modern firearm season extended to at least 14 days again in eastern Washington. As you know, it is currently 9 days  long. 
Too short! If anything,make the last 5 days of a 14 day general buck modern firearm season 4-point minimum.
Keep 3 pt or better in Okanogan
Later seasons
Lengthen and Expand late buck hunting areas and seasons for modern rifle and make it a choice, you hunt early or late but not both.
less over the counter tags and more rut and late season draws
Less youth/rifle hunts. I hear about "youths" dad's shooting deer for them. This is BS in my opinion.
Maintain minimum antler resrtiction  Reduce tribal hunting impacts
Make all of eastern washington a draw for mule deer rifle tags, for both the early general season and the late season.  Manage more units for higher buck to 
doe ratios.  25 to 40 -100  Take for example the mission unit.  Give out 500 early season permits for rifle and 50 late season permits.
Make all of eastern Washington a draw for rifle mule deer permits.  Meaning you would have to draw an early october season permit to hunt with a rifle or in 
units that could handle the hunting pressure, you would have to draw a late november permit to hunt.  If you were not able to draw a tag you could still hunt 
mule deer with a bow.  Also for muzzleloader seasons make mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning that if you wanted to hunt with a muzzleloader you 
would have to a either a october permit or november permit to hunt.  If you did not draw a permit for a muzzleloader you could still hunt with a bow.  Also 
manage all the mule deer units for a buck to doe ratio of 30 to 35 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washington a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.   Also manage all of the unit in eastern 
washington for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
Make all of eastern washington draw for the early season mule deer tags and for the late mule deer tags.
Make all of eastern washington modern firearm mule deer season by permit only.  Meaning make the early october season permit only.  And keep the late 
november season permits on a draw.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washington mule deer hunting by permit only.  Meaning make the early season a draw hunt along with any late season tags.
Make all of eastern washinton a draw.  For both the early general season and the late season for mule deer.  Also manage all of the unit in eastern washington 
for 25 -40 bucks per 100 does.
make black tail deer hunting 2 point or better or spikes 8 inches or longer with the exception of 16 and under andfirst time hunters being aloud to take year ling 
spikes
make deer 2 point restriction western washington.
Make gmu's 113 and 117 three point or better for rifle hunting for whitetail bucks.
Make it 2 point of better for deer on the west side. Give the spikes chance to grow to maturity.
Make it illegeal to own/sell non native deer including Fallow deer so they don't bring in exzotic lice that are destorying our deer heards
Make the Eastern Washington modern firearm deer season in last 10 days of October.Two full weekends with last day ending no earlier than November 1st.
make them doe permits instead of either sex permits there would be better use of the permit
Manage seasons/special permits with the goal to provide greater opportunities for quality/mature MULE deer bucks.  Increase harvest of antlerless and antlered 
WHITETAIL deer - allow multiple tags and extended seasons for antlerless and antlered WHITETAIL deer.  As possible purchase or lease winter range to 
insure mule deer populations in the future and minimize MULE deer/human conflicts.
more archery deer rut hunts
More areas statewide
More deer should be taken to improve buck to doe ratios throughout the state. An antler restriction should be almost statewide with many areas open to extra 
antlerless tags that must be filled first in order to qualify for a buck.
More doe permits, east side, Start a system such as Montana's Block Management system where hunters have a clue where to go to hunt private landowners 
land
More late muzzeloader on the east side.
More Late season special Buck hunts
More muzzleloading opportunities.
more permits
More rut hunt permits.
More second deer permits for whitetail does and all blacktail deer.  Lengthen late season for blacktails.
More special permits for blackpowder.  Bow and modern firearms get the most now.
More youth westside oppurtunity
Most of the doe tags that are given for whitetail aren't being used. Make this tag an extra tag to be used allowing the people to harvest a buck and a doe.
move bow season back (get ride of the early season) there is too much chance for the meat to go bad in the hot fall
move the modern season back by 6 weeks
Mule deer three point or better should include everybody, including indians that are hunting off thier resevations, or it will not work.
My family hunts rifle for whitetailes in huckleberry no complaints. Its a nice vacation and we fill a few tags.
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need safe program to reduce deer numbers around population centers- allow baiting and crossbows?  maybe tree stands and allow handicapped hunting at 
these areas.
Need to close eniat for the late season and open units like paragen and let the other ones heal themselfs.
needs to be a longer and later late buck
no weapon choice needed for permit application
One season for all and the same for the tribes!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Only allow hunting for residents in their own counties...I am tired of hunters from King County poaching mule deer bucks from my property...
open 162 for black powder. 149 is allmost all private farm land and it is hard to hunt deer in a wheat field with black power weapons. and access is harder to 
get.
Open more late season hunting opportunites for late season mule deer archery hunting.
Open the late season archery 5 days earlier
our deer populations in the west our weak around mt. st, helens were I travel is really down over the last ten years stop the doe permits
over the counter multi-season tags
Permit only hunts for muledeer.
Permit only mule deer hunting.
Please allow the use of 220 swift  22-250 and other hyper velocity weapons for deer, and other such game again.  They are lightning kills on this size game and 
very merciful.  When they were legal It was all I used, and never had a deer get up and run away.
Please, please, please...institute a permit only system similar to Oregon's for east side deer hunting.  The herds desperately need the state managers to start 
managing!  The best and most effective way to increase survival and build a healthy population is to limit hunting pressure!  In most of the state, managers 
currently have no way of controlling the number of hunters in any given area...isn't there something wrong with that?
same as with Elk comment
set the seasons so they are more in tune with biological ideas and not opinions of hunters.  I like the increased seperation of mule deer and white tailed deer 
harvest however i feel both would benefit from being harvested after they have gone through breeding season instead of right before it.
Shorten the deer archery to 21 days starting Sept. 1.  Use the last days for turkey, ML, or other hunts.
Since the state introduced the 3 point antler restriction, I've noticed dead forked horn bucks, left to rot on the ground.  My suspiscion is some hunters are 
shooting at what looks like 3 point buck, and once they discover they've shot a forked horn, they walk off.  Replace the 3 pt restriction with a 2 pt restriction 
across the state.
The point restriction for harvesting mule deer should be by GMU not by the Pacific Creast Trail.
The second deer doe tags should not count against accumulated points.  This year I did not apply since I knew it would take my points away.
the state should open more areas during muzzleloader only season as the archery hunters have more choices for hunting than muzzleloaders .
There are a lot of mule deer does in gmu 117, a special permit should be in order for archery season
They should make all the Novermber rut hunts trophey hunts and if drawn for one of the trophey hunts there should be a 2-3 year wait to apply again.
think about allowing archery hunters to harvest antlerless deer.  I think this would take considerable pressure off of th bucks.
To lengthen muzzleloading deer season by starting it a week earlier, y'all should start archery deer a week earlier in August. Many states have archery deer 
seasons in August.
We need a 4 point minimum on our Mule Deer over in the Pearrygin unit 224.
we need more late muzzleloader deer hunts
Westside Blacktail Deer should be restricted to a two(2) point minimum, no spikes allowed, except in special problem or restricted areas!
White tail vs Mule deer doe permits.... Predominately a mule deer area and youngster and old men get to shoe the mule deer does....  If you draw a permit shot 
any doe... whitetale or mule deer.....
why not allow one buck permit and then just have geographic restrictions on size...points. forget east / west.    allow the purchase of a 2nd tag for a doe. 40$ 
each = huge profits and make ratios a little bit closer.    make the choice be wt/bt/m then allow allow the purchase of a 2nd buck tag from another category. 2nd 
buck at 40$ each = huge profits.   and no significant impacts on numbers.
Would like to have 2 tags if I was drawn for a second deer.  If I can take two, then I should not have to wait.
3 points or better wipes the big bucks off the map it should be any antlered deer getting pressure off the big bucks
I think that the deer tags should be a permit draw also
rreduce antlerlrss permits especialy youth ,let them learn like we did
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Additional Comments - Elk
"3-point minimum or antlerless" should be changed to "any elk" in most gmu's currently regulated as such.
1)In western elk zone, elimate "any elk" units and change to permit.  "Any elk" unit/s next to branched antlered bull units enfluences unfair chase to poach 
cow/calf elk.  2)Eliminate all snow machines on late muzzload elk hunts.  With the use of radios, hunters gain unfair advantage on harvesting elk by intercepting 
animals with their machines!
3pt min statewide
50 years ago when I went out with my Grand Pa it seemed we were hunting close to Thanksgiving. Snow was on the ground and the animals were moving. If all 
elk was by "drawing" we could go back to that. If you wanted to increase the herd just cut back on number of spike permits issued for a year or two. Lots of us 
would go to elk camp on those years not drawn, just to sit around the fire or help pack.
A hunter that is successful in drawing a special buck/bull tag should have to set out of the draw the following year. To many people are drawing back to back 
tags.
A State-wide hunt should be allowed, just as it is for Deer.  Also, modern firearm seasons should start later in the year.
Again I would like to encourage the Dept. to add more GMU's for muzzleloader elk.  At least GMU's 516 and 560.  3 point bull or better.  Thank you.
Again, I would like to see more muzzleloader opportunities for elk statewide, including an expansion of anterless in western Washington in general....specifically, 
GMUs 516 and 560
all elk seasons should be pushed back to be later in the year.
All hunters should have equal access to every hunting season regardless.   How come an archery hunter can have access to the rut but others do not.  Stop 
cheating hunters - stop game department discmination.
All modern firearm elk hunting should be by permit only.
ALL MY BUDS HUNT OTHER STATES NOT HERE ANY MORE
all tags should be unit specific.all modern firearm tags should be by permit only.there are currently to many hunters to have quality hunt.
allow an opportunity for hunters with disibilities to hunt.
allow antlerless permits oppturnity to all elk hunts in the colckum  and take away the Master Hunter 6 months antlerless   permits. another word share the 
wealth. I tired of seeing massive alotments of game oppturnites for them. We buy tags the same way they do. If the cow population came down the bull ratio 
would increase.    My wife and I think that A and B system be looked at  for Elk hunting to help lessen the hunter impact. Group  A hunt one year and B the next. 
Specifically Elk hunting in the colckum. I drove this area one time and it is like seeing the city of wenatchee up there during rifle season.
Allow archers to hunt East & West sides of the state.  Archery participants are too restricted in season length and area choice.  There should be more "archery 
only" areas in the state.
Allow elk hunting closer in to Mt St Helens.  You have to scatter the heards that are there in order to minimise the starve kills
Allow elk tags to be purchased for both sides of the State.
Allow farmers that lease land that is being greatly harmed by large elk herds to obtain permits for that land and not only the landowners.
allow for more 65 and older hunts
Allow for Partnerships on multi season tags.  Currently, if your partner is drawn for a multi season tag but you are not, you end up having to hunt alone, 
sometimes in extreme weather conditions.
Allow more Bull Ek permits for Master Hunters.
Allow more permits for persons 65 + older.
Allow muzzleloading hunters to shoot any bull during general season. Increase number of units open and length of late season in the 300 units.
An easier and more detailed way of finding information on why a game unit is special permit or restricted posted on wdfw website maybe being able to look at 
stats by rolling over game units would keep hunters more informed
Archery hunting elk in E WA is getting increasingly more difficult due to the discharge of firearms during the archery season.  Rifle hunting of bear (especially 
with dogs) should not be open during archery elk season.  The shooting and barking make it very difficult to get close to the elk.  These seasons should not 
overlap.
Archery hunting is popular, not because the people want to get in touch with nature but it seems from seeing the people hunting in the woods most are doing it 
because its easy, lethal and the season are set to benefit them.
ARCHERY IN CHELAN AND KITTITAS COUNTIES NEEDS TO BE ABLE TO HUNT ANTLERLESS. WE CAN NOT EVEN APPLY FOR A SPECIAL PERMIT 
TO DO SO.   I FOR ONE, AND I KNOW MANY MORE WHO WOULD BE WILLING TO PAY EXTRA TO BE ABLE TO HUNT COWS.  IE: I PERSONALLY 
HAVE NOT KILLED AN ELK IN 5-6 YEARS,  IT IS EXTREMELY HARD TO DO SO WITH SPIKE ONLY AND A BOW.
Archery season should be 14 days starting Sept 14 to sept 28
Archery season should start September 15th. and run until the 30th.. Any elk should be allowed for archery. Where I hunt in the Taneum I see more branched 
antler bull then cows or spikes.
As a lifelong resident of Whatcom and SKagit county I have enjoyed many years of hunting, Mostly Elk and Deer. After a few years of frustration I want to see an 
Immediate change in the Eastern/Modern Elk season to start always on the first** weekend** of November** and extend for the 8-10 days as it used to be . The 
quality(not succes rate) of the hunt is much better even if it is 10F and snowing--there is nothing better!!!. If your lucky enough bag a animal, the quality of the 
meat is much better in regard to food safety(temperature,insect,dust,bacteria. If i wanted to go camping in warmer weather i would go somewhere else. I have 
heard various reasons for this from enforcement ease to the ability of hunters to travel during harsh incement weather.  Both are feable at best.   I have come 
very close to getting together a petition of sigatures state wide on this issue last year and have draft coppies ready on my computer. I hunt the YE elk mostly in 
the 340 area for reference.    The old timers are gone or going and I guess I am becoming the old timer now(slowly i hope) with 1 of my 2 sons taking up the 
as stated before, colockum archery should be open for spike/antlerless
As stated before, Spike Only hunting has proved out to be a FAILURE.  Why can't WDFW admit when they make a mistake instead of just blindly plunging on 
ahead with ever more restrictions and excuses on a failed course?  PLEASE...scrap spike only hunting!
as stated earlier, elk season should start state wide the first of Nov. and should be 3 pt or better state wide. Shooting spike only in eastern Wa. for the last 18 to 
20 years has not seemed to improve anything except kill off the young bulls coming up. this stratige might have worked if used for 3 to 5 yrs to give the big bulls 
a chance to breed, but at this point I belive we are having big bulls dieing as winter kill that would better have served as a draw to hunters purchasing licenses. 
Once I draw a cow tag with my current points, I will not hunt elk in Wa. again. I will instead spend my money seeking elk in Idaho where they offer better 
seasons and elk potential.
As you know early archery elk hunters need a large area per hunter to have a good hunting opportunity and Early Archery has gotten so popular that after the 
first couple of days every bull in the woods has been called by some hunter, I would support a drawing for early archery elk hunting . This would make more 
quality and enjoyabe hunting for everybody. ( Way too many people the last few years )
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at 69 years old and never having an opportunity at a branched antlered bull, my chances of ever drawing are slim and my chances of getting unable to hunt are 
great    65 and over hunt at Hanaford was a great area only the plant and keyed gate area was over run with   ATV every day of the hunt bummer, the flat area 
and roads to walk were great except the ATV ran everything out of the area
At this time I archery hunt for elk and the regulations not allowing the carrying of a side arm is not acceptible. I once asked a wsfw officer why this was and all I 
got was "the odds of someone being attacked by a bear or cougar very low".  To me as low as it might be it would only take one confrontation.  With the growing 
number of bear and cougar confrontations I would see this as a good solution.(Allowing archer to carry a side arm.)  I find archer to be some of the most ethical 
hunters and the odds on a archer hunter poaching an animal would be less than that of a confrontation with a cougar or bear.
Back in 1970 we had the choice of hunting East side or West side elk or both  at the same time with out permits for general season bull.  By the time general 
season, spike only, animals are so spooked out by past seasons activities that it is next to impossible to get within rifle range, and often times next to impossible 
to determine if it is a legal bull.  I would like to see some areas, for folks who are not drawn for permits, general season bull spike only and do not allow prior 
archery, musselloader, seasons etc. open for modern rifle.  At least one could get close enough for ID purposes.
Because of the reduced number of elk in Washington every year, how about  a once every other year hunt? Yes I know you want that tag money but were talking 
about herd management here.
Because of the warmer weather we have been experiencing in the fall the last several years, start the general bull elk season one week later.
Being a Washington State big game hunter I dont feel that having to choose Eastside or Westside for Elk hunting is fair to those of us who buy a Washington 
State hunting license.                                                 ______________
blackpowder elk season needs more gmu's in eastern washington. It should be open in all gmu's or more gmu's in eastrn washington
Bring back late muzzleload Elk season to the central WA area. The early muzzleload Elk hunt is already shorter than archery or modern. I would even consider a 
shorter early season if there was a late Elk hunt, but would prefer to leave the early hunt the way it is. The only late areas are up around Spokane and are mostly 
on private land with very few Elk (what good is this to most muzzleload hunters).
change 388 back to 588 western. the way it is nowI have to drive a 100 miles to hunt a different gmu.
change all eastside elk to permit only for every other year type hunting to reduce pressures, and increase hunt(s) quality. Don't have areas open for rifle and 
muzzle and bow, poor animals are run to death by the time rifle starts. Eliminate having to pay for elk damage, buy more land/habitat.  change the season back 
a week so every pinto owner isnt driving the woods.
change any elk  hunt in Chelan county ( Lake Wenatchee area) to spike bull only
change out spike only area's for 3pt minimum. a cow wont mate with a spike and there are only so many large bulls around.  if you alow more spikes to live they 
will become mature enough to mate which would bring on more efficient herds closer to the numbers of 12 to 20 bulls per hundred cows that was stated earlier 
in this survey.
change the archery elk season to a time when the elk are not in the rut, around my house you can get a bull to answer up by blowing the horn on my truck, the 
will come to just about any load noise
Change the boundary of 388-(Grayback) to the Klickitat River.  With the earlier elk season in 388 elk will use the unit as a refuge during the westside elk season 
and reduce elk havest in the area.  Another option would be to change the hunting dates in grayback to the same as West Klickitat
CHANGE THE DATE FOR THE MOUNT ADAMS RIFLE TAG BACK ONE WEEK SO THERE IS MORE TIME BETWEEN THE ARCHERY SEASON AND THE 
RIFLE SEASON.
Change the early archery season from opening September 8th to opening September 15th.
change the grayback unit 388 archery elk back to a west side archery elk instead of a east side tag.
Close down most of the roads in the Colockum.  Stop tribal hunting for elk in the Colockum.  This is not "usual and acustomed" as elk were not present when the 
treaty was signed.
CLOSE THE COONEY POINT/ IRON MOUNTAIN ROADWAY SYSTEM FOR THE ELK SEASON.  THE USE OF ANY MOTORIZED VEHICLE SHOULD NOT 
BE ALLOWED.  I SAW MORE ELK AND DEER DURING THE YEARS THE ROAD SYSTEM WAS CLOSED THAN I DO NOW! IT ALSO KEEPS THE RIF-RAF 
OUT OF THE AREA.  ONLY DEDICATED HUNTERS WILL WALK OR RIDE BICYCLES IN A VEHICLE CLOSED AREA.
Close the roads.  The state should bring back the green dot road system statewide and enforce it.  There is far too many hunters road hunting and teaching the 
youth of our sport that road hunting is the way to hunt.  The state should also move from spike only to mature bull hunting during the general season and do all 
cow and any bull hunts by permit so the state can better control the bull to cow ratio.  The state should have youth, senior and general permits for these hunts 
that all take place during the general season so that everyone can camp together.  Mature bulls are harder to hunt but more rewarding of a hunt.  Myself and 
many of the hunters I have discussed this issue with like the idea and believe it would increase the number permit applications and hunters in our state along 
with the quality of our hunts.
Colockum elk hunting should be open for cow harvest for bowhunters. The amount of harvest for this group was small but afforded much hunting opportunity.  If 
you are worried about population levels, reduce the special permits allowed for late season damage control.  It does not matter where the elk is killed for damage 
control if the elk is removed from the population.
colockum herd should be further investigated.  No doubt numbers of elk are down but reasons do not seem to be adequately defined.  Herd size has to be 
relative to habitat and/or habitat improved. Increased opportunites for cows should go back to archery hunters not select few that have to time to do master and 
advanced hunter opportunities.
Consider expanding early muzzleloading into more GMU (partial 346)  Add more GMU areas for late hunt (as was done several years ago to include GMU 342, 
346)
Cow permits need to be issued in the Clockum area there seem to be many old barren cows in the last several years which limits the breeding potential of 
remaining bulls after the season.  If some of these cows were culled from the herd I strongly suspect we would see better results for the herd.  This always 
worked in the days when permits were available.
create a general season elk multi-tag that has the same cost as the multitag now, lower the cost to youth hunters just like tags now
Create a statewide elk tag. Eliminate the east/west choice.
Create more Master Hunter only hunts in Western Washington.  Currently the Easter side has many more choices for master hunters.
Currently late muzzleloader elk hunter are restricted to areas that have low elk numbers or limited access due public ownership of lands. These factors jam 
hunters into certain areas where populations of elk are higher putting more preasure on hunters and herds.
Currently there is no general elk season for muzzleloader in southeast Washington. There are a limited number of elk hunting opportunities in this state in the 
first place. There should not be ANY area or GMU in the state that allows modern and archery general seasons that does not provide for a muzzleloader general 
season. I would really like the opportunity to hunt elk in the Blue Mtns in a general season since I do not seem to be able to draw a branched-antler permit to do 
it. Muzzleloaders and horses seem to go together to me.
Decrease the number of rifle permits and increase the number of archery permits.  Archery has a much lower success ratio.
develop a 65 and older permit drawings simular to the deer drawings.
differant sesion permit for the disabled,
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Do away with east side west side with a big game license and 4 species, deer, elk, bear, and cougar, as promised over 10 years ago.  simply open elk the same 
day state wide.
Do away with eastern or western and make it state wide.  I go to E-WA early but would love to hunt the last weekend on the west side due to gas prices.
Do not allow any more days for archers or muzzleloaders than modern rifle hunters. It is         totally unfair. It is as unfair as allowing a gilnetter more time to fish 
than a purse seiner because         they are less efficient. The choice to do anything resides with the selecter in a legally fair system.         You should only 
concern yourselves with management of the resource and all it entails, which         is more than enough. Equal opportunity to hunt elk should not be held captive 
by any selected         method no matter how loud the complaint.
Do not allow logging on public lands during hunting seasons
DO NOT ALLOW SLASH BURNING DURING OCT 10, & NOV 15 !!!
do not like the fact that master hunters were given all the malaga e tags...and that the late bull malaga hunt was taken away from the permit process and given 
to the master hunters....that is wrong
dont turn a trophy unit into a normal unit. by giving out more permits.
due to the nature of Elk being herd animals, they live in concetrated areas, and during hunting season the hunters are also concetrated. For modern rifle, maybe 
have a first and second season that hunters must pick when buying tags to spread out the pressure.
during archery elk season why not give permit holders the last 2 weeks of september so they have at least 1 week alone it's not easy getting close to bulls when 
theres other hunters calling all over the woods
Early deer and elk muzzleloader seasons are at the exact same time.  Figure out a way to eliminate this.  Also the availability of late muzzleloader seasons for 
elk needs to be improved.
Eastern Muzzleloader Elk has the shortest season of all weapon groups.  Why does a more primitive weapon, with fewer participants, have a shorter season that 
modern firearm, which is the most lethal weapon group and has far away the most participants?  This should be the other way around.
eastern tag season should open first sat.in november
Eastern Washington Elk: any bull
Eliminate East/West division for tags
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the males fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of and 
developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.

Eliminate the whole west side and east side tag choice. I have areas that I would like to apply for permits in Eastern WA but if you dont get drawn the current 
game seasons and Spike only, no cow hunting in alot of the areas is not worth my time. At the least with the current system I should be able to apply for permits 
without picking one side or the other. And if drawn then I would hunt the side my permit applys to. If not drawn I would hunt the side I bought my tag for.
Elk GMU s 574 and 578 have been managed for an any elk  harvest for years, mainly to reduce elk competition in blacktail deer habitat.  This increases the 
number of hunters (and seriously reduces the quality of the hunt - way too many hunters in these units) in these units as hunters feel their odds for harvest are 
better when in fact the success rate is similar to adjacent branch-antlered bull only units.  In addition, hunters don't have to stop and think before pulling the 
trigger since any elk is legal.  I vote for managing the elk herd in these units by special permits, offering cow permits to reduce the elk population and make in 
more compatible with blacktail deer populations.
Elk hunting in Eastern Wa. really leaves a lot to be desired.  Spike only hunting in particular has not delivered the desired end result, particulary on the 
Colockum and the Blues.  I think a 3-point system would be much better and it would leave many 2.5 year old bulls to do the breeding each fall.  It seems to 
work in Western Washing yet, WDFW seems afraid to admit they made a mistake or are unwilling to even try it.  It couldn't be any worse than the current spike 
only approach.  Let's give it a try?
Elk need to be harvested in the St Helens herd! Make the season longer and make it any elk! Stop the feeding programs and get the harvest going! Make this 
the centerpiece of the Department! Use the "gatekeeper" program for modern hunters as well as the archery and muzzleloader seasons!
Elk really needs to go to special permit only. I won't hunt elk during general season because of the crowding and ridiculous antler restrictions. Special permit will 
improve the elk herds, make for better hunting, and for better experiences all the way around.
elk season keeps getting earlier in the year. We hunted until nov 15th in the past. Please move the season dates back to allow more weather for hunting.
Elk season need to start 1 week later
Elk season should encompass two seasons.  I should not be limited to one side of the state or the other.  I have many friends and weather forecasts can make 
for a good weekend or a bad one.  The option to hunt in other places would be good.
Elk state wide populations seem to but on the up swing. the Yakima and st helens herds are doing well with many cow permits available. less then 10 yrs ago 
the colockum herd was thriving with archery hunters able to take cows or spikes. today this herd is hurting with a combination of reasons. Predators, 
encroachment on wintering grounds and heavy hunting pressure from both general season hunters and Native Americans have taken its toll. There must be a 
way to reverse this downward swing. a possible 3pt or 4pt minimum general season hunt for archery and a generous modern firearm special permit hunt with the 
same restrictions would allow these younger bulls to make it to maturity while allowing for a great hunting opportunity. the Yakima nation and hunters need to 
come together to sustain and increase central Washington elk and deer hunting opportunities.
Establish a high country limited access general season archery elk area in the White River unit, with boundries being the park, the PCT, Goat Creek and SR 
410. This was a quality spot in the unit and is inaccessible to the road-poachers that caused the unit to be lost to us in the first place. It is only accessible by foot 
or horseback.
Every season needs to pushed out 1 to 2 week
expand antleless elk hunting opportunity in region 5 units while increasing the number of special permits for nice bulls and having a shorter general season.  Let 
more people who want to shoot cow elk shoot cow elk and reserve the bulls (by permits or shorter general seasons)  for people who want to shoot bulls only.  
Also, certain small geographic areas within specific game management units have a very low population of animals and a high number of hunters (parts of GMU 
504); Please consider changing some unit boundaries to address this issue.  Some parts of unit 504 don't need such a liberal season and as many elk permits.  
I am seeing too many people and not enough animals, even walking in behind locked gates.  Too many of the hunters in the longview area are filling too many 
tags for other people (friends, family, etc.).
Expand archery opportunities across the board
Expand road access around Mt St Helens. Take back the land that was OURS in the first place. At least give hunters a chance to vote and voice their opinion 
selling land to private contractors.
Expand the opportunity for late season muzzleloader elk hunters. Currently the open unit(s) have been hunted for over two months. Give us a few units which, at 
the least were not hunted during early archery. The animals are highly stressed and run away from the pressure. I have not seen a legal Bull during the late 
season for seveal years.  The common belief is that due to the pressure of being chased for over two months, the animals have been pushed into other units 
which are off limits.
Extend the general season for those areas that are deemed problem areas with Elk foraging into private orchard land.
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EXTEND THE HUNT DATES IN GMU 574 INTO THE FIRST WEEK OF DECEMBER LIKE THEY USED TO BE.
Extend the modern firearm season for elk, start opening day starting on first wednesday of November for westside hunts as before
EXTEND THE NORTHEASTERN ELK SEASON HUNT DATES. (not including the blue mtn area) Make it a separate tag since the elk in far northeastern 
washington are so spread out and not concentrated in any general areas.
First let me say that I am a little disapointed that this survey does not address any aspect of archery hunting. I have archery elk hunted about the last 4 years, I 
would really like to see the archery elk season loosened up a bit in this state, it's an extreme challange to hunt an elk with a bow and I believe there should be a 
little more opportunity or area's that allow "any elk" I would also like to see the season dates changed....at least for the special permits. I was fortunate enough to 
get drawn for any bull last year in the Peaches Ridge GMU, this allowed us to hunt bulls but in the same time frame as the regular season....not really fair, the 
bulls were just starting to rut up on the day we had to quit ! (Sept 21st) if we could have had one more day we probably could have filled a tag. I think that with 
the challange as an archery hunter we should be given a little better opportunity to score a kill. I personally have to be within 30-40 yards of an elk before I will 
even attemp a shot, this makes hunting a whole lot more challenging than modern or muzzle and I feel that archery hunters should get a little better season. 
For areas where only 5 or less permits are given for spikes only make it Any Elk

for hunters who draw a "quality" elk tag for units such as Margeret, Toutle, etc, and a big storm or snow event or Mt St Helens closures due to incresed volcanic 
activity prevents hunters from getting into the unit to hunt that year, they would be allowed to keep their points and be eligible to put in the following year.
For years Archery hunters have been issued a very large number of elk any bull permits in which the hunt takes place in the rut... The modern rifle hunters in my 
area are allowed to apply for only for Little Naches A which is for a grand total of 15 tags. I attended a meeting in Yakima and A dept. of fish and WL person 
stated that we do not hunt elk in the rut in this state because the rut ran from oct. 10 to the last of oct. i contend that the Elk rut in this area starts as early as late 
august and runs thru the middle of oct. depending on the weather...We need some equity with respect to modern rifle hunters  getting more any bull tags during 
the rut....We are not second class citizens  because we hunt with modern rifles...WE pay for the majority of the tags in this state... give us a little more equality  
with increased opportunities. Thank you for the opportunity to state my case...p.s. Our starting date for hunting elk is way to early... we should not start hunting 
before the 4th of november like it used to be....
for years now the coweeman area has opened to modern firearms first..How about opening it to the muzzleloaders first for a few years..This can still remain a 3 
point or better area but will give the muzzleloaders a better chance of harvesting a bull.
get rid of master hunter cai., It is very descrimatory and every one that buy's a tag should have a equal chance.
Get rid of the spike only on the Eastern Side
Get the dang muzzloaders out of unit 360 (Bethel)!!!!!! ;)  I do like the fact that this area could be hunted archery by special permit. I would love to draw a tag 
there, and hunt a special season for archery, but perfer to hunt general rifle season at the same unit if I couldn't get drawn for the archery permit.
get the tribes out of the white river gmu
give archery hunters more gmu's
Give equal seasons for muzzleloaders as archers.
Give Master hunters greater oppurtunities
give more bull permits out to the muzzleloaders,And open up a late season also.
Give more consideration to disabled and Senior citizens over 55. We have a pretty tough go of it, and have been supporting you for many years.
Give out less modern firearm cow permits in the GMUs around the Blue Mountains.  Even though hunter success rates are most likely low, it is due to the fact 
that there are fewer elk in the units during modern season.  When surveys are done in early spring it is not an accurate account of the population that is going to 
be there six months later when the season occurs.
give some antleress permit in 328,329 . quit making two classes of hunters , the master hunters should not get all the damage hunts .make the general season 
3 point min and let the younger bulls make it past a couple of seasons. what could it hurt, your numbers are not getting the bull to cow count anyway
GMU 372 has an over abundance of elk.  These elk are protected when they move into the Hanford reservation.  They then come over the hill towards the 
yakima valley and ruin wheat crops costing the farmers and state a lot of money. Issuing special land owner permits has not done enough to reduce populations. 
Since it does not seem likely that the Hanford reservation will be opened to hunting, something needs to be done in the areas that are open for hunting.  I 
suggest lengthening the modern fire arm hunting season to include early and late hunts for any elk hunt.  At the very least, a large number of pecial permit 
drawings should be added to GMU 372 for modern fire arm, any elk, any hunter.
GMU 560 was increased by taking in Marble unit. Parts of 560 have poor Elk popualtion Gifford Pinchot are do to not logging. This area has less feed. You 
combined these 2 areas to show better numbers over all. This was a bad decison and unfair!!.  Muzzle load areas need expanded in 500 area for 3 point or 
better. Modern has unfair oppertunites over Muzzle and Archery.
Go back to the overlap of white tail deer and elk seasons
Go to permit only for all east side elk hunts to reduce hunter numbers and increase permit oppurtunities.    Restrict non resident oppurtunities
Grt rid of toutle unit as a permit area and open it up as a regular unit.
Have a special antlerless drawing for the 328 and329 gmu for archery so they have an oppertunty to hunt more than spike only.
Have an early and late season, only one can be selected per hunter.
Have deer and elk season overlap for one weekend for modern firearm
have more bull permits for muzzleloaders.
Have one elk tag that someone could hunt with in every season until they killed an elk
Hope to some day hunt state wide.
How can you not have a  special permit for archery in unit 335?. This should be either sex unit for archery. You give a large amount of rifle cow tags for this unit, 
why not cows for archery hunters.?
hunters should be able to put in for all special draw units in state. if unsuccessful then hunt in chosen east or west units.
Hunters should only be allowed 1 or 2 choices for an elk permit. Partner tags should be limited to 4 hunters.
I am a 59 year old hunter I have hunted since I was around 10, I have seen opportunities decrease but the biggest problem I see is too many people trying for 
too few resources, miss management by the game department same goes for fishing in this state.  Mount St Helens shows how restricting to 3pt minimum can 
increase the resource, learn from this,  manage the game from the field not your office.
I am a Master Hunter and have asked if there is any projets in Snohomish County that I could do to keep my card # 6666. I have not been contacted, maybe 
because I said that I was 65 and cant spend a lot of money buying gas. Buy the time hunting season is here maybe I wont go hunting because of the price of 
gas. I have found it imposable to get permision to hunt where there are Elk problems because land owners get the free tags for damage and they don't want any 
one on their property.
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I am a property owner in unit 368. The elk need to have more roads closed so they have a chance. Because of logging and the green dot road system too many 
hunters do not have to leave their rigs to hunt and the elk are pursued from sept through december. shorten the seasons and the road access and give poperty 
owners rights as the hunters constantly tresspass and damge private property and take more animals than they are entitled too. Set up some citizen's patrols 
because I havenever seen a game warden in 17 years patrol the Ahatanum. It is usually the same loacals who year after year ruin the hunting.
I and my hunting partners would like to see the modern firearm hunting season start later in the year. The first or second week in November would allow for the 
abnormal weather changes we have been experiencing in the past few years and possibly allow the snow to send the animals back down where they used to be 
seen.
I believe that the Mt. Rainier herd moves down the mountain in substantial numbers starting in mid-November. Move the hunting for those areas near Mt Rainier 
to a later start or keep them open longer.
I believe we should be able to harvest ANY Bull Elk on the East side of the state or make it a 3 point or better like the west side. Watching your trophy bull elk of 
a life time walk away with in 200 yards is a crushing blow to any hunter who can't afford to get the chance to take a big bull on a guided hunt in any other states. 
We have to APPLY for a permit to harvest a trophy elk on the east side, giving the state more money to spend on more recerch  that isn't helping our herds. 
Your "STUDY" on the West side  ( 3 point or better) compared to the East side (spike only) is a joke. Elk Herd Management??? Your comments are the same 
word for word for every area on the east side. Maybe you should ask Montana or Colorado how to manage elk herds. More and more hunters I know travel out of 
state to get quality elk hunts. We as residents SHOULD be able to hunt "our" elk!!!
I believe we should be allowed to hunt during modern firearm, archery and muzzle loader.  I believe only one elk should be harvested but we should be given the 
chance to continue to hunt in each season until we have harvested one.
I believe we should eliminate the "choose" you weapon and tag straitified hunt scenario.I think we should be able to apply for anty special permit drawing and if 
successful the buy the apporpriate tag. I think more hunting opportunities will equate to more interest especially for the younger generations.
I belive it is totally unfair to give the ranch and home owners in the yakima area total priority over our elk hunts. I know the reason you moved our hunts up to 
october several years back was to accomodate the ranchers buy killing off the local heards to protect there rose bushes. The many cow permits given in that 
area is another indication of this as well. The checker at the wenes station says that the heards that are seen in the feeding station in feb are spectacular, and 
they are, but we don't get to hunt these animals. the weather is the main factor in the migrating of these herds. The end of october there is not enough nasty 
wheather to bring them out. All the while your agency touts how great the heards are coming back all the while there is not an effective hunt going on for these 
elk.     Also the spike only restriction was supposed to be a temporary regulation. It has been on now for a lot more than 5 years. I read some place on your web 
site that the reason for continuing the spike only was because the program hadn't the effect you ecpected so were going to continue untill the effect was 
I currently hunt elk in the Blue Mountains out of Pomeroy. I feel that the Indians need to be regulated a little bit more than nothing. I feel it would be strongly 
profitable to elk populations if, during all general seasons that they use the same weapons as the white man. They come up with high powered rifles during the 
rut and slaughter the elk. If they had to use the same methods as we do it would give the elk a better chance of servival. Also it would be safer for the archery, 
and muzzleloader hunters.
I currently hunt the Lewis river unit for elk. Two years ago all the roads washed out and it takes a ten mile walk to get to any prime hunting area. We are not 
allowed to use ATV's on the pavement that exist, which makes no sense. Please allow hunters to use ATV's on roads in this area.
I do not understand why you are willing to hire sharp shooters for the elk in the Morton area, why not transport some of them in to the Olympic's or transport 
them out to ryderwood, Or give the hunters longer period of time to hunt or more special permits
I don't understand the # of Modern permits given out in the 346 during early muzzleloader season.
I don't understand the need to have East / West permits for Elk.  I usually travel further in the early season for hunting but would like to hunt more local for late 
season if I am not successful in the early hunt.  Does it really help splitting the opertunity for Elk to either east or west?
I favor muzzleloader elk hunting...however I quite elk hunting in Washington 3 years ago....Limited areas and competion among the hunters was too great...I 
would rather have a quality expeerience than just chasing the animals along with everyone else....open more units for Archery, muzzleloader and you allow less 
competition....Deer and elk should be 95-100% all units open.
I feel that elk and deer for muzzleloader should not be overlapped.Also have more selections for elk and deer muzzleloader.
i feel that it would be nice if you could hunt elk on ether side of the state and not have to make an East or West selection
I feel that permit "Cow" seasons should begin the same day (Saturday) as the modern fire arms season instead of having to wait until Wednesday.  This makes 
no sense to me.  If not Saturday then Sunday or Monday at the latest.
I feel that there should be an archery only in the 328/329 area with a branched antler and no modern firearm and no Muzzel loader season. It is hard enough to 
hunt by bow and arrow this would help in the population and also help the archery hunter as well. close more roads to ATV and moterized vehicles including 
motor bikes. make it a walk in or horse back only hunt.
I feel there should be a drawing for those over 65 as they are less likely to shoot an elk and won't have the same physical ability to hunt.
I feel there should be an open season for cows during archery in GMU 328 early or late it doesn't matter to me, but if you are letting the Master Hunters have a 
long season to control damage areas, I feel you should let the archers have a season for cows also.
I fortunately got drawn for multi season elk.  General seasons have suffered over the years to where the muzzleloader hunt in Teanaway for example is almost 
non-existent and yet highly compatible with the increased population density.  Instead you have given it to elite Master Hunters and taken it away from 
muzzleloader hunters that, as a group, are concientous hunters.  Now your killing pregnant cows in January, I wonder how the anti hunter would feel about that if 
they had any idea!?
I generaaly hunt around mount saint helens, last year the cow tag numbers for the general season was 375 permits with only around 100 cows taken in my gmu. 
This year the number of tags was reduced greatly in gmu 560. If the state wants to reduce the herd size in this area, why reduce the number of permits when the 
amount of animals taken was not even near the amount of permits?
I have already sent an email to the WDFW about this issue on June 6th that has yet to be replied. So much for 10 days, eh?    I ve noticed for several years now 
that there are many anterless permit hunts in the Willapa Valley. Raymond A - 20 tags, Raymond B - 30, Raymond C - 15, Raymond D - 15, Raymond E - 30, 
Raymond F - 10, Willapa Hills A - 35, Willapa Hills B - 15. That is 170 permits issued to kill cows or at least the option to per year. Why so many tags? 170 cows 
killed per year for 10 years adds up real fast. If one were to exclude natural selection and predation from the equation, wouldn't that add up to killing the likes of 
6375 cows over 10 years? Thatâ€™s a lot of elk. Iâ€™ve also observed several poor â€œhuntersâ€� with these permits pull up to a farmerâ€™s field and start 
blazing at a herd of elk not knowing what cow they are shooting at and often shooting at a different one with each shot. In one instance, I walked around in the 
timber adjacent to the field. I found 5 dead cows with gunshot wounds.      I was also concerned with the dates of these permit hunts. Those elk are being 
I have archery hunted for 25+ years in Washington and like the split eary and late season. The late season should be open on the eastside and the westside 
with any archery elk tag. I have had to hunt during the late season many times alone because my normal hunting partners can not. From a safety stand point it 
would be nice to be able to group up with other hunting friends that hunt the other tag in the early season. There are fewer archery hunters in the late season 
and hunters moving east or west to hunt with others they know would be enjoyable and safer for all. Thanks for your consideration.
I have been bow hunting unit 368 Cowiche for 30 years and have had good success for cows.  I have been drawn once for bull 1st year.  You need to consider 
more Early Bull Permits (only a few killed each year) and some late bull permits to at least give a few lucky people the chance to shoot a bull late.
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I have been hunting in Washington since 1959 and I completed my Master hunter requirements the first year the program was in effect.  I am well over 65 years 
old and I would like to see more special late season cow elk hunts in region 3 as a reward for getting old and for supporting the WDFW for so many years. 
These hunts should be a draw hunt.
I have hunted fore Deer & Elk, Blackpowder, for the last 15 years and have seen hunters in the same area with dogs hunting for Bear??????????  The dogs 
sure screw it up for the deer and elk hunters.
I have hunted with the same 4 to 6 im hunting party for 30 years. Once the Wilde system was established I have drawn twice for elk (both times anterless, Any 
bull is always my first) in ten plus years. A coule other members of my party have drawn 4 and 5 times during this same time frame for elk. I just feel this is not a 
fiar and just sytme to everyone the same chance and should be reviewed by the department to see what can be done to give someone that has not drawn in 5 
years a better chance than someone that has been drawn 3 time for the same hunt. I know you say you have multipliers for those with more points but I have 
never seebresults from this only dissapoinment
I have maximum # of points.Unable to draw the tag.

I have noticed in general that the elk population in the I-5 corridor (coweeman\ryderwood) appear to be on the rise. These areas are also heavly populated with 
very limited hunting opportunity at this time and very limited control opportunities without public outcry. WDFW should address landowner damage complaints to 
increase hunting opportunities in a controlled manner. Side note with rising fuel prices there will be more involment in these close in opportunities.
I have noticed the elk herd is bigger, but a lot fewer animals are seen in the old popular places. Others I have talked with also have noticed. HMMM???????

i have quit hunting elk in wa. state because of failed herd levels in colockum and because of elk hearded up in the reserve and  to many people in a small area
I hope we continue to manage the Colockum and Blue Mountains for quality and continue to work with the native tribes on these issues.  We should all have 
access to this resource, hopefully we can get more equality on this now.
I hunt archery elk in unit 328 around lion rock, table mountain area.  Last season I never seen a bull with more than 3 cows. I seen alot of bulls with 1 cow, 
several with 2, and a few with 3.  I also seen some with no cows.  I don't know where you come up with your count of bulls to cows, but I say there are to many 
bulls in that area and it should be opened up to allow more bulls to be taken.
I hunt Elk in Eastern Washington and I would like to see the hunting season for any bull permits to start on the first weekend of November and the regular/cow 
seasons to start on the second weekend of November.  I hunt primarily in the Bumping and Bethel areas.
I hunt elk over on the east side of the mountains every year and usually only on weekends. But with rising gas prices I don't think I'm going to be able to make 
more than one trip over the mountains and I know more people that are in the same boat. It would be nice to be able go to my traditional area that one weekend 
and  spend the rest of the season closer to home. I fear that myself and others are going to have a real short season seeing that we have to pick one side or the 
other.

I hunt in the coweeman unit and the boundaries need to be changed.  The toutle unit is to big for the limited amount of tags and there is alot of elk in the toutle 
unit.  Need to go back to the old boundaries or even further into the toutle.  This would help take some of the pressure off the coweeman as a general unit.
I see a large number of special permits go to rifle hunters.  Why cant those be more evenly distributed amongst all weapon types.
I stopped muzzleloader hunting for elk several years ago.  Mostly because I like to hunt in region 3 and you took away literally all my favorite hunts leaving  just a 
short spike only hunt.  Modern firearm hunting in that area is severely crowded and absolutely disgusting.
I support Draw only hunting in the clockum for elk.

I think a reevaluation of landowner preference tags is in order, it makes me very unhappy to see these tags get in the hands of outfitters and sold to the hunters 
with the most money, either a reduction or complete elimination would be best and make their numbers available to general applicants thru the drawing process
I think elk hunting should be allowed state wide east or west one tag only.
I think elk in eastern washington should be 5 pt min

I think that GMU 328 should have cow permits available for archery hunters.  I would also like to see an elk tag good for both eastern and western washington.
i think that if you are'nt drawn for elk so many times, then those hunters should be allowed a special hunt of their choice providing they follow the rules./ and 
season.  and get permission from land owners if needed.
I think that instead of thinning out the Mt. St. Helens herd by issuing more permits to kill both bulls/cows the elk should be transfered to other units to start or 
supplement new herds.  I know that Fish and Game makes money off of selling permits and it costs money to transfer elk but it would be better for the future 
herds throughout the state for roosevelt elk.
I think that the current three year season package worked very well.  My one comment would be about the Colockum herd.  Changes should be made as soon 
as possible to try and turn that herd around. We should have a 3 year plan.
I think you should open more GMUs for antlerless hunting for archery
I would like to see a special hunt for Elk in Turnbull for disable hunters every year and have a draw for us on the East tag
I would like to see a state wide elk tag for modern istead of declareing east or west side hunting just like deer
I would like to see additional opportunities for archery hunters for elk and deer.  WHy does the season for archers close at all?  Many states leave the archery 
deer season open from September 1-Dec 31.  Archery hunters would be required to wear orange during modern firearm season but that would be their own 
choice.
I would like to see archery elk moved back to the Sept 1st date.  With the current Sept 8th date, it is difficult to hunt elk on the west side and still have time for a 
quality deer hunt on the east side.  The hunting pressure seems to be having some impact on the elk rutting.
I would like to see archery season moved a week later. Open archery season Sept. 16th and close Sept. 30th
I would like to see more late archery hunting options on the west side.
I would like to see more late muzzleloader season GMU's open.
I would like to see more open areas for archery and muzzeloader season's and special permits allowed for these hunters.  We talked about safety for the 
community but also need to think about the population of hunters in one area you are placing them such as the late season in the mossyrock unit for 
muzzeloader's.  This time of year is a high potential for possible hunter shooting accidents.
I would like to see more opportunity for hunters to have super quality modern rifle bull hunts.  Maybe a special hunt during the rut with a $100 permit application 
fee. Very limited premits, but if drawn... a once in a life time hunt or a dream hunt.
I would like to see more quality bulls on the westside. mainly in region 5. A herd bull is often no more than a small 5 pt or 3 1/2 year old bull. I'd like to see this 
area managed for a higher quality bull. one in the 5 1/2 year range or older.
I would like to see over the counter elk tags eliminated and all tags awarded by a permit draw, then move the season to a later date and length so when ever a 
person recieves a tag that person will have a better quality hunt and a better chance to harvest ananimal.
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I would like to see the 251 mission area open to archery. The 250 area should be open to allow hunters to use either archery or firearm during the late hunt to 
increase odds of reducing the herd. Open a special peshastin area hunt for herd control to reduce damage to orchards. Change archery to 6 pt minimum or 
anterless in colokum.
I would like to see the 516 unit open to cows again for archery in september. Way too many cows are being hit and I believe people s safety is at risk. The cow 
season has been closed for many years,and I believe the elk population is getting out of control. I think that cows/3pt.or better  should be open to archery for the 
general season, but special permits should be given out to the muzzleloaders, and modern firearm guys. But do this for 2 or three years,shut the season down 
for the cows for 2 or three years, and then open it back up again. And keep doing that process over and over again. By doing this the herd will be at a more 
manageable level.
I would like to see the master hunter general elk seasons good for both west and eastern tags with any legal weapon.
I would like to see the Modern Firearm season open on the First weekend of November every year.
I would like to see the same number of units to hunt elk with a muzzleloader that modern firearm and archery hunters get to hunt in.
I would like to see youth hunts for elk.
I would love to see a later start to the archery elk season.  One week later would be appropriate to stay away from the summer heat.
I would love to take a bull elk in eastern washington but I don't apply for permits or points!

I WOULD NOT BE OPPOSED TO PERMIT ONLY HUNTING BY DRAWING WITH BONUS POINTS IN A GREATER NUMBER OF HUNT UNITS STATEWIDE
I would prefer that Eastern Washington Modern Elk season open the first of November and close on November 14 th.
I would suggest treating a 2 pt. bull the same as a spike. They are the same age and it's very hard to see forks in most conditions.

Id like to see spike only areas out west.  We need more mature bulls breeding.  Also work out better deals with the natives to limit how many they can take also.
If home owner build or buy there home in a wildlife zone and complain about the wildlife they need to allow hunting activates to take place on there land. They 
should not received any State support or resources for control of the wildlife if they do not allow hunting on there property.

If the elk population is strong enough to open the gates in the Clearwater unit of Jefferson Co, it should be strong enough to allow some late season anterless 
hunts. I hunt the Sol Duc unit a lot because of the number of elk and think that that unit could carry some late season anterless harvest. That would also spread 
out the hunting pressure so that elk aren't run too much. Personally, I have never run an elk to death. I find it much more productive to sneak up and shoot them, 
but I know not all hunters agree. Allowing anterless hunts around farms where elk are causing damage in the Sol Duc and Dickey might also be a win win.
if you draw any permit, you must hunt that area and that area only
If you get a cow permit, you are only allowed to shoot a cow.  If you get a branched antler permit, you are only allowed to shoot a branched bull.  Keep the spikes 
for the rest of us.

if you want to thin a herd give the permits before general season so the permit holders have a chance before they are all spooked then you loose a big number 
of elk that winter like what happened this winter, i had a permit in lewis river and did not see a elk in that area, i have herd reports of major winter kill in that area
Ihave hunted the Colockum for 25 years and I have never seen so many bulls. I am not sure how the count is figured but I think we need more people in the 
woods doing the counts.
I'm concerned about the size of elk camps deep in the forest in the Kaner Flats area. Many are situated in prime hunting areas driving the animals farther into 
the forest and saturating these areas with too many hunters.
In controlled unit hunts there should not be any spike seasons in these units.  This would allow more branched antler opportunities in the future.
In Eastern Washington during the earlier years we would hunt until the 20th of November or so. Now the seasons are shorter and we hardly see any snow. Why 
not move the season out 1 week. Hunters live for the snow.
In my opinion a hunter that purchases an application should be able to put in for a special hunt permit anywhere in the state of washington in the same process 
used for deer. You would then still be able to use the harvest information to update the scientific research process.
In order to increase the "quality" of the Elk hunting experianced could or should it be possible to limit access to certain GMU's on an every other year basis 
based on an odd or even last number (didget) of a hunters Wild ID number?
In reference to Archery hunting in GMU 335, if you could hunt bulls in the early season there wouldn't be so many on the landowners property in the late season, 
which you can't hunt anyway because half the owners like feeding the elk and the other half only want there friends to hunt on their property. Over the last two 
years more and more people ask weather I think someone in the Game Dept is getting paid under the table. The landowners are getting alot of tags for baiting 
the animals, which they sell to their friends.
In some units elk seasons are from 9/1 to the middle of January with little time, if any, between hunts. If in fact you want to reduce or supress herd size and 
increase success, give the herds time to settle down between seasons and reduce length or types of hunt. EX: (Stella A and B)  If landowners are in fact 
receiving crop damage don't be so stingy about time and length of permit.
In White River GMU 653 in 2006 the Indians took 58 Bulls and 3 Cows, and the hunters only took 5 Bulls. In 2005 they took 25 Bulls and 1 Cow, and the hunters 
took 23 Bulls. In 2004 they took 35 Bulls and 4 Cows, and the hunters only took 15 Bulls.    As you can see all that has been accomplished is helping the Indians 
take more elk. I thought the reason for limiting hunting in White River was to improve on the number of Bulls. I have hunted in the White River area since I was 
12 years old, so for 15 years now. For the last two years and this coming year I have been unable to hunt for elk there do to the closure/permit only change.  
Now I am all for increasing elk population especially in that area because there probably won't be any development of residential areas.  It would be a great 
place to increase elk population without worrying down the road about the conflict of people and elk, but there has to be a way to do this and allow hunting in the 
area.
Increase Archery bull permits.  The success ratio for archery is sufficiently low to accomodate additional permits.  Archery hunters have lost a proportionately 
larger number of permits in past 3 years.
increase escapement with shorter seasons and more road restrictions

Increase Opportunities for Late Season Archery Elk on the Olympic Peninsula.    Specifically allow Late Season Archery Elk in GMU 601 and/or 602.    Currently, 
only GMU 603 on the Olympic Peninsula is open to late season archery elk.  However, because the elk herds reside in the Pysht Tree Farm, which is permit 
only....does not allow general access to its lands.  Therefore, this GMU is not a viable hunt with no general archery access.  Opening GMU 601 to late archery 
elk, would parallel the late muzzleloader season.  Alternatively open GMU 602 to late archery elk would have not overlap with other hunters.
Increase the either sex GMU's throughout the state for archery.
Increase the GMUs that muzzleloaders can hunt elk. It should be like what modern firearm hunters have.
Is there nothing that can be done with the Indians shoting so many mature bull Elk. Maybe let the Indains shot some of these Elk in problem areas like the one 
around Ellensburg
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it is dificult  to get quality time on a muzzleloader hunt with the current hours limited units open to us.
it is so crowded during modern rifle.  It sure would be nice if the season would be broken up into multiple hunts... 'group-a would be first week in november' 
....'group-b second week in november'...'group-c third week in november' ... perhaps week-a would be a permit only for all gmu's.... week b would be general 
season at one license fee rate and week c would be a slightly lower license fee rate.   I am hoping this would spread the hunters in the field into smaller groups, 
making hunting more enjoyable and 'Safer'
It is time that we allow permit applicants to apply for both east side and west side permits before declaring which elk tag they are going to purchase if they do not 
get drawn.  A date could be established say two weeks after the drawing results or the first of September to purchase their elk tag (To keep the weather from 
effecting which tag a hunter could purchase).
It seems that the general elk seasons open about two weeks early and harvesting is generally non-exististent  GMU 340 in particular.
It would be nice if modern firearm general elk season was a week later, so that many of us fathers could enjoy both hunting and halloween with the kids
It would not hurt my feelings to allow hunting in the colockum to permit only the next 3 years
Its about time to address the early and late muzzleload permit opportunites, along with the the number of units open to muzzleloaders. I spend the same amout 
for my tag and lic, but have always had less opportunity than archery or modern hunters. The Dept has used flawed formulas for years to allocate permit and unit 
opportunites for the muzzleloader hunter.
Just like the hunting regulations in Washington State, this survey is too confusing, too long, and too difficult to follow. I finally threw in the towel! Though some of 
the questions seemed warranted, most seemed petty. Washington's regulations need to be loosened and easliy understandable. Having recently moved her 
from Georgia, I can't understand how things have become so damn messed up in this state. For heavens sake, let's work on making this great hunting state an 
enjoyable one. Not one that a guy needs a Harvard degree to figure out. Tell me when I can hunt deer, how big it has to be, and how many I can kill. Let me use 
my rifle, bow, muzzleloader or sling shot if I want. Here is my suggestion for the new Hunters Regulation 2008:  Deer hunting is allowed for six weeks. You can 
harvest 2 animals, one doe and one buck, or two doe's. Elk season will follow deer season for the next month. You can harvest one animal. Use whatever 
means you desire to harvest all animals. HAVE FUN AND BE SAFE!
Keep closing roads! Manage for Quality Hunts using Special Permits.
KEEP THE WEST SIDE AS IS, IT WOULD BE NICE TO BE ABLE TO APPLY FOR BIG BULL HUNTS ON THE EAST SIDE AND IF NOT DRAWN HUNT THE 
WEST. I DO NOT BELIEVE IN SHOOTING SPIKES, DEER OR ELK.
Landowner hunting permits are a waste of taxpayers money.  Let the landowners pay for their own adds in the Big Game Regulations and try to promote hunting 
on their land themselves.  Don't just give them tags to profit from.  If a guy from out of state wants to come and hunt in Washington, then make him earn a tag 
like a Washingtonian, not just be the highest bidder, then he can turn around and pay a landowner to hunt his land.
late muzzleloader season in eastern wa in 346 gmu
Late muzzleloader season in eastern WA is lousy.  How about changing areas!
Late Season Elk hunts in the  Blue Mountains above Pomeroy is a joke.  The only area to hunt is Unit 175 and all of the Elk are herded above the Elk Fence so 
that none are left in the hunt area.  Additional areas should be opened up to increase the chances of hunters to take an elk.  It doesn't have to be a whole unit, 
just a partial unit or an Elk area that is in the Tucannon unit or Lick Crick Unit.
Lengthen early regular archery elk season till the last sunday in September.
let a hunter the last day of hunting that a hunter can shoot any antler for meat for the winter
Let there be a general spike only permit for north of Hiway 2 in chelan county it is not right to draw a line in the sand and tell the elk you cannt cross or else. Not 
very happy about this situation and niether are the hunters I have spoke to about this. stop grazeing sheep up there and there would be plenty of feed. Stop 
Indians
Limit the number of antlerless elk permits in the St Helens area. You have a problem with winter kill but is only in the toutle river valley because of all the elk in 
the louwitt that no one can hunt. If you want to limit the winter kill open antlerless season in the valley and give them to youth and disabled hunters. Killing elk 
everywhere but where the problem is does not make much sense.
longer early bow season we need more of the rut
longer gun season
longer season and open more areas for cows
Look at the way Idaho manages their seasons. It is amazing how many frustrated Washington hunters hunt in Idaho each year. The opportunity to hunt during 
the rut should be expanded. Maybe restricted to muzzleloaders for bull elk.
Lotto only for eastern wa elk.
Low land elk heards are to large and should be reduced at all costs. The animals are inner bread and are getting smaller. Survival of the fittest has been lost. 
Please continue to get all the locked gates open for all big game seasons.
Lower the standards for rifle hunters. Too easy for them. Thats way you have so many of them. Make them work for the tag.
make damage control hunts for elk be by drawing only, not master hunters as they are a joke and make a mess out of the whole thing
make it legal to hunt both sides...without having to pick a side.
Make it where we can apply for multiple special hunts (archery,ML, Rifle, etc) without having to list a weapon of choice first. Make it where we would have to buy 
the tag just not select weapon choice until the special hunt draw was over. There are many of us who hunt with different weapons for different seasons and 
would like the opportunity to put in for hunts that if we were drawn then we could select that weapon for it, too many people are leaving the state to hunt because 
of poor choice selections for elk/deer, myself included. Make it better for us longtime hunters and residents.
Make more permits available for antlerless elk hunting on the eastside of the mountains
make multi season permits available to anyone at a price (example Elk $300 ) Drop the drawing for multi season permits
Make muzzleloader 3-point or better bull permits for the Lews River unit in early October.
Make one state wide Elk tag!!
Make penalty for people caught hunting in walk-in area on a quad alot steeper. Nothing worse than hiking into an area and a quad drives by you.
Make statewide and open more wilderness hunts.
Make the east side of the state 3 point or better.
Make the modern firearm elk season in Eastern Washington after the modern firearm elk season in Western Washington.  Currently the elk are not migrating 
until after the modern firearm season in Eastern Washington unless of an "early winter".  With the season being "spike only" there would not be a big difference 
in the amount of elk killed but it would allow the hunters to at least see elk while out in the woods.  Currently the Western Wa hunters would rather see their 
seasons a week earlier or so becuase typically they are now hunting in the rain.  It would also make their hunt during better weather.
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make two/2 week seperate general seasons and split the aplicants into those seasons to lesson the numbers of hunters in the field.  You apply for the season 
you want to be in.  For instance I would prefer a late season in Dec.
Make your general season elk tag good for statewide.
maybe we should consider the 3 point restriction on the colockum area like on the west side!!

modern firearm elk season in western washington is too crowded.  there is a need for more officers in the field.  the number of altercations seem to be going up.  
i do not know what to do about this, but its something that needs to be looked at.  maybe a split season is the way to go, i don't know, but something has to be 
done.  i'm currenty switching to archery, but i'm not getting any younger, and i do like to hunt with a rifle.  going out of state to hunt rifle for the first time.
Modern firearm elk season should start a week or two later than currently. Weather promted migration would enhance the opportunity of success. The hunting of 
the resident  small heards during the current  seasons stresses the elk.
Modern firearm seasons are getting too early. The weather is too warm & very little migration if any is happening. Move them back to November.
Modern firearms the first hunt of the season . muzzel loaders next when the weather is better for tracking  and let the bow hunters have the late season when 
t5here is a beter chance of snow on the ground
MORE AND MORE AREAS ARE BEING CLOSED FOR THE EARLY ARCHERY SEASON THAT IT DOESN'T PAY TO EVEN BUY A LICENSE. HOW ABOUT 
SOME HELP IN LETTING HUNTERS KNOW WHERE TO HUNT AND IF THE GATES ARE LOCKED,WEYERHAUSER USE TO HAVE MOST OF THEIR 
LAND OPEN BUT KNOW YOU CAN DRIVE A COUPLE HOURS AND THEN HAVE TO TURN AROUND.
more archery bull permits are needed in western washington
More branched antler oppertunities for muzzleloaders would be a good move, presently there are very few oppertunities in areas with good populations of 
animals.
more days for modern firearm season
More game units open for Muzzleloader seasons
More muzzelloader opprtunities in western wa
More muzzle loader permits in eastern washington. Archery and Modern outnumber by many
more oppertunity to shoot big bulls
more permits in areas with higher populations.
More quality Bull tags should be available for muzzle loaders
More quality hunt permits for master hunters
more quality permits for disabled hunters
more watershed permits. and wenaha
More youth Eastern WA elk special permits or "youth season". Encourage the future hunters.
More youth only permits
more, longer seasons
Move E/F elk back to mid nov
move opening day for elk, modern firearms, ahead 1week
Move the archery season to the prime rut season, or extend it to give us a better chance of calling in an elk
Move the boundary of 388 and 578 to follow the Klickitat River not Fisher Hill Road
Move the East side (Yakima) back to first Saturday in Nov as promised by the Game Dept. As of now we are way to early even agents agree with this
move the eastern wa. elk season to later, start it on the 1st sat. in november
Move the eastern Washington season start date back one week.  It used to start on Nov. 5 and ended on Nov.13.  Most of the eastern is migratory in nature and 
the odds of getting any snow are not as great.  A large portion of the Cascade Range is William O. Douglas, which is inaccessible to most hunters.  Without 
snow or hunter pressure there is noting to move the elk.
Move the general hunting season back later in the year so we are not hunting in 65-70 degree weather during deer and elk seasons.
Move the greyback unit back to the West side. I know someone who owns property up in the unit. And, just 2 years after they changed the unit, elk showed up in 
herds. But he always buys a west side tag, because of another unit he hunts elk in. I realize you moved the unit to manage it for mule deer, but I hunt the unit. 
Most of the deer there are blacktail, or a hybrid cross. The switch back would benefit West side elk hunters.
move the modern firearem back at least one week . two would be better
Move the muzzleloader season and modern firearm season for elk, westside and eastside 1 week deeper into the year. eg: move season opener from Oct 14 to 
Oct 21.
move the start date of modern firearm back 1 week to start later, in eastern washington, due to the herds not migrating until the weather hits
Mt. St. Helens herd - You used to have an October hunt for Master Hunters for 3-point or better.  I would like to see them reinstate it.  Also, would like to see 
more bull tags issued to the general public.
Muzzleloader elk hunters are stuck in the middle.  They are usually given seasons where bugling is too late and colder snowy weather is still several weeks from 
happening.  Some of the late season opportunities have been taken away.
MUzzleloader hunters are not getting enough westside bull hunts. Give us some high country general season hunts and more special permit bull hunts. If youdo 
this you will get more muzzleloader hunters.
Muzzleloader opportunities for Elk are not adequate. The Late Muzzleloader season on the East side is a Joke.
muzzleloaders need the late elk hunt back
My main hunting unit for elk is GMU 388 (Grayback). In years past when 388 was 588 and considered western wa. our hunting party of 4 usually would average 
about 1 elk between us for the season and usually other elk would be seen. Since the unit has gone to eastern wa. management rules our party has not 
harvested an elk and only one has been seen. I and others believe this is partly due to the fact that there are few resident elk in this unit during hunting season 
and that most of the elk taken in this unit are pushed into it by other hunters in the surrounding units. Since the other units are considered Western Wa. their 
season does not open until about the end of the Eastern Wa. season, therfore their is little opportunity for elk to be pushed into 388 by hunters in adjacent units. 
If the Department's goal is to maintain or enhance opportunities for elk in this unit it should have the same opening and closing dates as the surrounding units. I 
have no problem with 388 being designated an Eastern Wa. unit but I enncourage you to address the opening and closing dates.
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My only comment is on the rapid advancment in muzzle loading technology.  Muzzle loaders are really becomming single shot riffles.  15 years ago a 50 yard 
shot was a long shot and now 200 or more yards is very doable. Expanding muzzle load season is crazy.  Unless easy loaders, open sights, non groved barrels 
and round balls are put back in place, granting additional benefits to muzzle loaders is unfare to other hunters.  Bow hunters should have the right to zero drawn 
bows or using crossbows if muzzle loaders rules are not changed.
need a wider range of hunting areas for muzzleloader season in the pacific county area. The Long Beach area has one small area that is being over run by 
property owners closing off the land to hunt.there are more and more people changing to muzzleloader hunting and less areas to hunt in pacific county. Need to 
open area 681 ( Bear River ) to muzzleloader hunting . Modern fire hunting has a large area to hunt ,Modern fire also can hunt in muzzle loader areas but  
muzzle loader cant hunt in modern fire arm areas.that just isn't right
Need better management for more and older bulls!
NEED LONGER SEASONS
need more Muzzleloader GMU's  Need to have a whole state hunt, get rid of  western, eastern  need to allow more sight oppertunities
need more quality muzzleloader hunts, longer seasons and more areas open.
need to due away with over the counter rifle tags in easter washington in most areas and make it all a draw for cow and bull tags.  Same with muzzeloader and 
limited over the counter tags for archery and more draw tags.  Look at Oragon it seem to work for them.  I pay the money to hunt there and so would they and 
others if we had a archery season worth hunting.
Need to look at changing how soon a hunter can apply for a special permit after they get drawn. I know 2 individuals that get drawn every year in the same area. 
Seems rather strange to me that they are that lucky.
Need to resume the hunt in Yakima area for late muzzleloading firearms. Had it, lost it, to archery, was given a hunt in area where the land is posted and no 
animals around.
Need to thin the herds in Cathlamet/Kelso area. Too many Cows!!!!!!! Don't forget, keeping hunters paying for tags for years to come means having some 
success. When there are only 7 legal bulls and they are all killed opening day, then everyone is chasing the 300 cows for the rest of the week.
Nez Pierce are still road hunting, using motorized ORV's behind gates and killing the bulls in the Blues during archery season.
No early season in 130 as it is too hot to care for and animal.
NO MATER WHAT THE RESULTS NEED TO BE KNOWN SOONER LIKE MAY OR EARLY JUNE
numberous reports and this survey indicate low bull to cow ratio's in the colockum unit and yet there is no mention of allowing cows to be taken in the general 
archery season like it was for many years.  This doesn't make any sense, it should go back for archery to have the opportunity to harvest cows to help the 
overall herd status.
open all the state
open eastern washington elk season one week later than it has been . like western washington always opens one week after easternwashington .this would give 
us better weather to hunt in. also put a stop to the indians killing so many elk . make them buy a tag just like the white man. thank you
Open more areas to Archery Hunting for Early and Late Season. Please reduce Elk Predation by Cougar(Populatios higher than at anytime in my 62 year 
history), Bear(once a rare sighting now a daily occurance) and Indians( before the start of Archery season every year we find the carcuses of Elk on spur roads 
and just off main roads that were shot in groups by multible shooters or automatic weapons)
open more muzzel loader units
open more special permit areas for general elk hunters due to urban expansion. There are more hunters every year and less land to hunt in the current general 
hunting areas.
Open same early season GMU's to Muzzleloader as Mod. rifle hunters have. Reduce # of GMU's only for late season.
OPEN THE CLOCKUM ELK SEASONS TO ANY ANTLERED BULL, UNLESS ALL PEOPLE HAVE TO FOLLOW THE CURRENT WASHINGTON'S BIG GAME 
HUNTING SEASONS & REGULATIONS THAT ARE PUBLISHED EVERY YEAR.
open the deer and elk seasons for early archery on the same day in all gmu's also open the mission unit to archery hunting for the early season. no reason to 
keep it closed it may also help with the population of elk that migrate into the malaga area that cause crop damage.
Open the general Elk season to include the entire state...no more Westside or Eastside permits
Open the season to the hole state.
Open up all areas to black powder
open up early muzzleloader season for GMU 516 and 560  Thank you!
Open up GMU to archery hunting that are currently only open to modern fire arm. Archery levels of success are minimal in comparison and would have little if 
any affect on rifle season.
open up the white river area to elk hunting again!!!!!!
open white river unit for general season again
Over all, I think you folks do a good job. Keep up the good work and God bless.  We Americans enjoy a freedom that many foreign countrymen cannot afford or 
maybe do not have the freedom to exercise. We should be very grateful for this and thankful for the bounty of our great nation.  Thank you for the chance to 
participate in these decisions.
Over lap the Elk season with Deer season.
overlapping elk and deer season.
Packwood area has damage due to elk grazing on my 450 acres, this years yeild has been significantly impacted. We must have a cow permit opening or ??? 
the cow to bull ratio is very poor. I've documented and sent to the department pictures showing 35-1 (Cow-Bull) with one spike bull and one mature bull with as 
many as 80-1 with one mature bull. How many cows can one bull effectively breed?
permit only--longer season

Please address the problem With Colockum & the Indian permits, as well as the Hispanic Poachers all over, including Douglas Creek-Along with All poachers. 
When Poachers poach, we all pay. The Indians killing approx 50 some Big Bulls should be considered when addressing the Elk problem. Thank you,
Please consider allowing archery elk hunting in the west side of unit 388 with a Western elk tag.  I am sure you review the statistics on hunter reports and I 
would guess that the elk hunting pressure in unit  388 for all seasons but specifically the archery seasons are down since the change from unit 588 to 388.  If the 
department's goal is to have this unit primarily be a deer unit, the loss of elk hunting pressure will only increase the number of elk in the area.  I have seen this 
increase in elk sign over the last couple of years.  Thank you for the opportunity to make comments.
Please consider dumping the season overlaps per archery and muzzleloader.  It's very unnerving to be moving in on a herd of elk with a bow and have 
muzzleloaders start lobbing lead from 200 yards away.   This has happened to my friend and I last season during late archery in the Winston unit.  Needless to 
say our hunt was over and we were quite shaken.  The overlap was a "Toledo" muzzleloader permit.
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PLEASE CONSIDER LATER HUNTING SEASON FOR EASTERN WASHINGTON ELK MODERN FIREARM.  EACH YEAR WE SEE LESS ANIMALS 
BECAUSE THE WEATHER IS TOO NICE.  THANKS.
Please do whatever is necessary to sustain and enhance overall elk populations. I would rather hunt elk every other year and/or tightly restricted than see this 
resource continue to dwindle. I would also strongly support more roadless & road restriction areas. I hunt the Colockum herd and am disappointed to see so 
much vehicle access and disregard for the red dot roads. Hunting should require fitness and respect for the animals. Shouldn't be able to shoot from the camp 
trailer door!!
Provide more early limited entry west side  bull elk permits in late august/early september
Provide more quality muzzleloader general season late hunts for spike or anterless.
Put the eastern modern firearm elk season back in november where it belongs instead of starting in october.
Quit letting the indians kill all the mature elk in the Clockum !!!!!!!
Reduce any bull permits in the Blue Mountains. ( there is over 100% increase in any bull permits from 2007 to 2008 in the Blue Mountains )
Reduce cost to non-resident hunters.
Reduce muzzleloader caliber required for hunting elk to 45 caliber.
Reduce number of antlerless permits in game management units that are not adjacent to Mt. St Helens. Increase tags in Loowit and on the mudflow.
Reduce the any bull permits in the Blue Mountains  Not enough earling bulls carring over to support the increase in permits this year
reduce the number of cow elk permits in the blue mountain foothills areas
reestablish late muzzeloader seasons in the 300 gmu areas
Regardless of what you people publish, the elk populations have decreased severely in the last five years in the area WHERE I used to hunt (GMU 352).  I 
suspect this is due to too many cow permits being issued.  Also, there are too many off-road vehicles in this area.
Regulate Native American Hunting, for the good of the animals and the people that pay for them;;;;
Remove the spike only restriction for E. Wa and implement a 3 point restriction. The spike only restrcition has done nothing for the breed bull to cow ratio. This is 
documented by WDFW biologist.
Reopen the white river area to all hunters or close the hunt to make it permit only for tribal hunters also. The hunts need to be fair for all hunters. Also hire a few 
more WDFW enforcement officers to monitor and protect the animals. I would support ELk hunting state wide to be permit only, refer to first sentence.
Restrict Modern firearm Elk hunters to 3 rounds of ammunition in their firearm during hunting hours.
Restrict more area to not allow antlerless hunting.
Restrict slash burning so as not destroy what was to be a  "quality" hunt and raise camp safety issues.
Return the modern eastern Wa elk season to the later start date.  current start times overlap with western wa deer season and many hunters like to hunt both 
seasons.
Return to offering "any elk" permits.
Return to the Green Dot road closure/open system in the Yakima elk herd.
Same comment; I would like to see a state wide elk tag just like we have a deer satewide tag. Without a special permit for it. Don't understand the reason why 
not , we all still have to report sucess or not.
season needs to be later in year for modern
Season should be later in year
Seasons in Eastern washington is TOO EARLY.
Seasons need to be in November for genearl elk season (modern). Seasons are way too early for Migrating elk.
SEE ISSUE #6
Senior Citizens, 65 or older, should not have to pay for a hunting permit
set the modern firearm season opener in eastern wa. a week later...the early date seasons are always bluebird weather!!!
should  be longer season !!!
Should be able to hunt any legal way and be able to hunt the whole state...what even legal way to fill your tag
Should be able to hunt both sides
Should be more hunters with disabilities hunting oppurtunities in eastern washington.
SHOULD NOT HAVE TO DECIDE ON EAST OR WEST SIDE TO HUNT. THIS IS ONE STATE NOT 2, GET WITH THE PROGRAMS OTHER SUCCESFUL 
STATES GO WITH. MONEY COMES WHEN YOU DO YOUR JOBS RIGHT NOT WORRYING ABOUT HOW MUCH MONEY YOUR GONNA RECEIVE AND 
HOW YOU CAN INCREASE REVENUE.
since spike bull only rules came into affect, ive noticed a shrp decline in branched antler bulls, im sure do to harvesting all of the spikes.
Something needs to be done to get better post-hunt harvest results. I support letting a hunter put in for permits on East and West sides of state and be able to 
hunt both sides as well. Currently, the WDFW needs more elk harvested, but it is increasingly difficult to do so.
Southeastern Washington elk season is hard enough just looking for a spike don't restrict our season anymore and maybe allow more bull permits or even a one 
or two day general season
Special permit areas should be focused to smaller specific areas that need heard management. IE: last year the cow permit area around Mt Adams. A significant 
number of hunters were in areas where there weren't many elk instead of where there were issues of over population. If the special permit area was perhaps 
smaller you would have been able to achieve management goals in that area.
Special Permits, minimize the Advanced Hunter permits and end late (February) hunting due to the Cows being half way through the reproduction process.
Start Managing Elk for quality hunting, not quantity hunting.  This state does not have the Elk Numbers to sustain general seasons like our fellow western states.  
Many Washington Resident hunters hunt our neighboring states, due to the poor Elk hunting opportunities.  Bring these Elk Hunters Back Home.
Start modern firearm hunting season one week later.
Start the eastern modern firearm elk season later. Suggest the first weekend after November 1. To conserve the use of gasoline allow both deer and elk to be 
hunted during elk season. Special Antlerless Permits should be valid during the entire regular season rather than for a few days.
state wide special permit just like deer
STATEWIDE ELK SEASONS PLEASE!!! At a minimum limit to archery and muzzloader
statwide permit only.you can only put one hunt choice
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Stop excessive tribal hunting.
Stop killing spikes and make it all 4point or better.
Stop permit only in GMU 653....Make it 3 point or better as before...With the cost of gas we need more hunting closer to home.
stop the indians. Dont give them free rain
STRONGER RESTRICTION FOR MASTER HUNTERS. MASTER HUNTERS ON EAST SIDE HAVE MORE CHANCES BECAUSE HAVE BETTER CONTACT 
WITH LOCAL FARMS. MOST LAND IS PRIVTE. FARMERS ONLY LET THERE FRIENDS HUNT THERE LAND. KEEPING MASTER HUNTERS FROM WEST 
SIDE LIMITED.
Switch the muzzleloader season (October 1st) with early archery season.  The October 1st. time frame should be for archery due to reduced shooting range.  
Thanks.
Switch to permit only like Oregon regulations.
The 3 piont minimum restriction needs to be lifted in western washington modern firearm and archery seasons. Loowit needto to be opened for at least special 
season permits for archery and modern firearm, either sex antler restrictions possibly. If they are truely dying of starvation in the winter , we as taxpayers and 
hunters should be able to harvest them for food , not send them to the indians.   Modern firearm season should be allowed more time for elk seasons, period, 
you have so many folks pushed into such tiny areas hunting elk during modern firearm season, that a 7 or 9 day season isnt nearly enough, 2 weeks is needed 
to find the animals and properly hunt them, Especially after us Bow hunters, and the muzzleloaders have been in there for months....
The 3 point antler restriction for elk is working well in SW Washington and most hunters want it to continue.  Much of the land is private and gated which I think 
is great, but we are seeing a growing number of trespass problems with quads.  I have been working with timber managers to solve this problem.  Would be 
interested in any support by WDFW.
The 578 area and the 388 area should be realigned to have the Klickitat river as the boundary between the two units which makes a more managable area than 
the conflicting areas as they are now.  The boundary along Fisherhill rd. does not leave a very large area to hunt for big game with the river pretty much being 
the natural boundary for the 388 unit.  Put 388 on the east side of the river.
the amount of cow elk tags should be reduced it is not like our state is over ran with elk why kill the baby makers
The archery elk hunters that are fortunate enough to draw a tag for a branched antlered bull should be allowed an extra week to hunt. The way it is now they are 
allowed 14 days to hunt and have to compete with all the other archery hunters in the field. When comparing the difference in time allowed between the tree user 
groups (archery, muzzleloader and rifle), the muzzleloader branched bull hunters are allowed 10 days to hunt and they are the only hunters in the field at the 
time. The rifle hunters that draw tags get an extra 5 days added to the beginning of their season, when noone else is in the field, for a total of 14 days. When 
hunting with archery equiptment a person needs to get within 60 yards to get a shot at an animal, with the muzzleloader hunters they need to be within 200 yards 
and the rifle hunters only need to be within 500 yards. By giving an extra week, either before or after the existing season, it would allow the archery tag holders a 
better opportunity to harvest a branched bull without alot of pressure from other hunters just like the other user groups.
The average elk hunter gets an elk every seven years or more, with the winer kill in some areas maybe the hunt days could be more or later season.
The Big Units in SW Washington are too big and no longer offer quality hunts.  Open the loowit unit to a permit only, leave the Margret unit as is and turn the 
Toutle Unit into a 3 point or better over the counter tag to alleviate pressure on neighboring units and provide better land access via state lands to help people 
enjoy hunting once again.
The colockum elk herd  bigbull population has shrunk drasticly.  I feel that this is mostly due to tribal hunting.  I now that this is a tough issue, but I feel that if 
access is restricted by road closures it would stop a lot of it.
The colockum elk management has been a complet failure, the more years we stay with this spike only the less bulls we have and the less branch antler permits 
we get. This should be pretty obvious this is not working after about 20 years, and it shoudn't take another 20 years to fix it. Small tit for tat changes wont do it, 
only drastic changes will. Permit only hunting should be the obcious choice, along with major road closures with gates not just signs, 100 dollar fines dont seem 
to detuor people from driveing past signs. The more gates the less road hunting native americans can do to shoot all of our big bulls
The current archery season starts on the same calendar day each season (September 8), making the opening day fall whereever. That does not utilize the 
weekends very well.  Utilizing the weekends is important to hunters.  Modern rifle hunts for elk always start on Saturday.  Why the difference?
The current boundaries of the Toutle game unit should be decreased and the Coweeman unit expanded to take up the additional area from the Toutle unit. The 
Coweeman unit is extremely overcrowded, resulting in an increased chance of hunter mishaps and an decrease in good huntiong conditrions. The Toutle unit is 
a large unit and is only open to sppecial permits and gets very little pressure.
The current eastside seasons start too early, especially with global warming. Needs to start and end 3-5 days later.
The department should offer extended seasons for unsuccessful buck hunters to bag an antlerless deer.  A hunter can use their unfilled buck tag during an 
extended season.  The department should manage deer & elk hunting like they do fishing.  They should offer extended season dates depending on the number 
of animals bagged during the general season. This would be done by areas just like fishing.  For instance game management units 120-180 might have an 
extended season, for unsuccessful general season hunters,  the second weekend in November. This would be announced just like fishing through the media and 
email.  This will give the department the tools they need to manage more effectively.    Any hunter should be allowed to hunt using a multi-season tag.  The 
department should not limit the number of permits and they shouldn't charge fees that limit a hunter by their income level.  I feel the department is abusing their 
authority in charging the fees that they do.  I understand the department is trying to find ways to cover financial shortfalls but the amount they charge could be THE EARLY ARCERY SEASON FOR ELK SHOULD BE KEPT AT THE SAME NUMBER OF DAYS BUT END ON THE LAST DAY OF SEPTEMBER. WITH 
THE SEASON STARTING ON THE 8TH THE WEATHER IS HOT, THE GOUND IS VERY DRY AND LOUD, AND THE ELK ARE NOT IN THE RUT WHICH IS 
SUPOSED TO BE THE ADVANTAGE FOR ARCERY HUNTERS. THE MUZZLELOADING SEASON SHOULD BE BULL ONLY 3PT MIN.AND MODERN 
SEASON IS OK.    I ALSO WANTED TO ADD THAT LAST YEAR BEFORE EARLY ARCERY SEASON THAT THE ELK IN THE UNIT THAT I HUNT WERE 
CHASED AROUND WITH A HELECOPTER FOR SOME REASON AND WHEN I WAS HUNTING THEM THEY WERE AS SPOOKED AS THEY ARE AFTER 
MODERN FIREARM SEASON. IF STUDIES NEED TO BE DONE OR IF ELK NEED TO BE TAGGED OR MOVED IT WOULD BE NICE IF THE WDFW 
COULD DO IT A COUPLE OF MONTHS BEFORE SEASON SO THAT THE ELK WILL HAVE A CHANCE TO CALM DOWN A LITTLE.    ALSO WITH THE 
CURRENT HERD POPULATION AT MOUNT ST. HELENS IT MAKES ME SICK WHEN I GO UP THERE AND SEE DEAD ELK EVERYWHERE FORM 
STARVATION. I KNOW THAT THERE HAS BEEN A FEEDING STATION SET UP RESENTLY BUT THAT IS NOT THE SOLUTION RATHER A BANDAID TO 
The early archery elk season needs to be adjusted and lengthened. Elk don't really start the rut until it cools.
the early archery season should be changed to aug.21-september.31 giving the archery guys a better chance to get in the woods with less people.
The eastside ELK season should be one week later as it used to be.
The elk herds that have moved out of the Blues down into the mule deer habitat of the open country need to be managed better with more permits and maybe a 
general archery season as they are hurting the mule deer in that dry country
The elk in the Mt. St. Helens mudflow area are not being managed properly for the habitat and number of animals.  Elk are starving each winter and the WDFW 
has recently began feeding of elk in the area.    They have recently begun to open the area to special cow permits, but are leaving the number of bulls in the 
area.  I suggest opening the area to a larger number of bull permits to the youth or disabled hunters.  This could encourage our young hunters to dedicate their 
efforts to hunting in the future.  We should manage our elk populations through harvesting, instead of trying to manage them with feeding programs.  Cutting this 
herd population would be more beneficial than feeding them year after year.
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The entire blue mountain area should be a limited draw only entrance and managed for a quality elk hunt.  Please get rid of the spike only.  Any elk for bow, ML, 
and Rifle.
The general elk season in eastern washington has been to early, it needs to be moved to a later date or extended to allow the winter weather to come in and 
place pressure on the herds to move down to the lower elevations. The alst 5 years weather has played a factor in making some of our hunts very poor and the 
actual sighting of elk very low.Even field game agents have said in agreement that the season and weather patters have been changing to adversaly affect the 
hunters in the field. I don;t want to have to hunt in deep snow,but would like to have some chance to see more elk that just the few that saty lcoal all year round 
where we hunt.
The general modern firearm hunt for eastern elk is too early being held late October.  Would suggest moving the season back to mid November.  This would 
reduce hunting pressure due to colder weather and increase the quality of the hunting.
The late season smokepole elk hunt in Coweeman has been hammered by the rfle hunters. We see animals but hardly ever see shootable bulls. My hunting 
party has taken a couple over the years. We work areas hard and don't just road hunt. We need more area late season and or shorten this units general rifle 
season.
the margaret and toutle any bull special elk permits used to be one of the best hunts to apply for. I believe they are no longer as desirable because of the 
antlerless permits in these areas at the same time. In the archery season for example there are 13 bull permits for the margaret and 71 for the toutle this would 
be a quality hunt with your chances of running into another hunter very slim, but you add the antlerless permits in and you you have another 35 hunters in the 
margaret and 60 in the toutle. would it be possible to change the dates on the antlerless hunts so that they are not at the same time as the bull permits? Maybe 
some hunts in Aug or late Dec thru Jan
The modern fire arm elk season needs to be moved one week later than it has currenlty been
The modern firearms season is too early it should be in Nov.......
The October 10 date Should be advanced to start on the First Saterday in November
The past several years we have hunted out of Randal. The number of hunters has been steady but the percentage of elk taken has fallen dramatically.  I think 
the main reason is because Bough pickers are allowed into the woods the week before opening day and then the week of the hunting season. Two years ago 
they were allowed to bring in helicopters to take out the boughs.  There is no reason they should be allowed into a prime hunting area during the hunting season. 
If they are there again this fall, we will have to hunt else where.  Maybe even out of state.  Our hunting group of 4 have not even gotten off a shot in the past 3 
years, let alone seen a shootable elk.
The road systems should be more restricted in Eastern Washington Elk areas, You should also have to choose between antler and antlerless when you put in 
for a drawing, Antler drawings should be limited to two choices.
The season needs to start later in the year for modern firearms on the east side of the mountains. Some of the areas that are popular elk hunting areas for the 
general public require snow to be on the ground to push the elk down.
THE SEASONS ARE TO LONG FOR GOOD WILDLIFE HEALTH. WE NEED MORE NATURER BULLS
The spike only approach for elk is an unsound approach for game management.

The state's elk management plan is too conservative at best, completely clueless at worst.  There are too many elk dying from winterkill in and around the Mt.St 
Helens GMU's.  The state's elk population estimates are way off and have been for a long time.  For every elk you think you can count or radio-collar, there are 
10 more hiding in the timber that you cannot see.  They are like rats down here in Colwitz County.  At the very least, the Loowit, Marble and Toutle units need to 
be opened to extended general archery and Muzzleloader with increased special permits for modern.  I have also seen many elk in the NW corner of the state 
(Nooksack and Elk area 4941).  Elk Area 4941 would be perfect if the boundaries were expanded 25 miles to the south and east, where most of these animals 
reside in the private timber lands above the Skagit.  Right now, there is little to no public access and the size of that current elk area is a joke.
their are to many big bull tags going to archery hunters
There are little opportunities for Muzzleloader or Archery Elk in the Blue Mountains.  A general season for Muzzleloader Elk should be implemented as well as 
expanding the Archery season.
There are not enough Muzzleloader elk areas or opportunities.Add Winston as a muzzleloader unit.Or at least rotate it with Ryderwood.
there are to many hunters in the colockum . It is not a quality hunting experience for elk.
There has to be a way to restrict the tribal harvest of bull elk  if you want to acheve the bull to cow ratio that is needed.   They shot spikes in the 3 point areas 
and mature bulls in the spike areas. At the least they should have the same antler restrictions and there season is just way to long. Its a joke the way it is right 
now. There is no way wdfw can acheve the goals they want for successful harvest or bull to cow ratio the way it is right now. WDFW needs to quit sugar coating 
this issue n address it
There is very little muzzel loading late season elk hunting as most of it is on private land.  I would really like to see the Yakima area opened up for late season as 
it used to be one of my most favorite hunts.
There needs to be more Archery Elk opportunities.  Reduce the modern firearm and increase Archery and muzzleloader.
There ought to be more areas with less restrictions such as any bull on these days.
There seems to be areas in which there are no muzzleloader seasons/ zero tags given for special hunts. Why, do you give out so many cow tags in areas and 
only give out 1 or 2 bull tags? In the areas I hunt all I see are big bulls. I have never seen a spike. This tells me that your spike program has worked according to 
your plan from the 80's. I thought this was supposed to be a 10 year plan?  What happend to the ten year plan. I have talked to many hunters and they are 
thinking of giving up elk hunting.  We are tired of wasting our time and money!
THIS IS HUGE!!! The current archery elk season is 9/8-21.  This sucks.  It needs to be changed for the same reason the old 9/1-14 went away:  1) It is too close 
to Labor Day weekend.  There have just been 4 million people and four wheelers/jeeps/rv's in the woods and everything is spooked out.  2) It is too hot!  Nothing 
moves or comes in when it's 95 degrees in Eastern WA.  3) Fire closures.  Many areas are then closed to public access due to fire danger closures.  This has 
been the case for the last several years on the eastside, resulting in a whopping 4 days to actually hunt elk when they open back up.  4) The peak of the rut is 
the 3rd week in September.  Just when the hunting begins to get good, the season closes.  But is still open in surrounding states.  I know many guys who 
actually leave WA. and then go hunt in these states for the last week in Sept.  We are losing WA. hunters and WA. dollars to these states becuase of this poor 
season!  Bow hunters already have the statistically lowest harvest by weapon choice anyway.  MOVE THE STATEWIDE EARLY ARCHERY ELK SEASON TO 
THREE POINT MINIMUM OR COW IS BEST WE HAVE THE BEST LUCK IN THOSE UNITS
tribal hunting must be regulated same as the rest of us(except on resurvation land) if they wish to hunt on any other land tags and licences must be purchased 
and (special permits given the same as the rest on `everyones land`)
try a three point minimum in the blues.
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Unit 653 has been closed to special draw permit only for the last couple of years.  While I understand the chances are very low in this area to harvest a bull elk, 
My father and I have hunted this area for as long as I have lived.  I understand that you had pressure from the logging companies to close this area off but I feel 
that as a person of low income living in king county this was the closest area we could realistically hunt elk in.  It would serve a greater interest to generate 
revenue for elk if you would allow the people of south king county to hunt elk in this unit without a special permit, otherwise I see no purpose in purchasing an elk 
tag this year or in the future.
UNIT 684 NEEDS TO BE SHORT RANGE WEAPON UNIT THE HOLE LONGBEACH GAME UNIT NOT JUST WEST OF SANDRIDGE IT IS NOT SAFE
Washington native hunters 75 years old and older should be able to hunt any bull every year.
WDFW should attempt to work more closely with suburban land owners to allow archery hunters to help thin elk populations in these "fringe" areas.
We hunt the Eastern Wa Elk season.  The weather has bee extremely warm the past two years.  Why not make the rifle season a week later?
We know what has been going on with the elk herds in the greenwater and mount St. Helens area. The Indians are able to kill at will as many and any type of elk 
they want. Something needs to be done about this problemm, before nothing is left. The state wondering why some of the herds have been desimated is nothing 
but a joke. Studies of the Greenwater herds make me laugh. Just ask any hunter or Game Officer in some these area what's going on and they can pretty much 
tell you the same.
we need more areas to hunt elk with muzzleloaders in pacific county.
We need to come up with a management plan that will bring elk hunters to Washington...quality elk will bring revenue, also youth hunts in all units
We need to figure out a way to work with Indian tribes.  The Colockum herd was an example that was used for elk not meeting the bull:cow ratio.  Anecdotal 
evidence suggest that a large number of branch antlered bulls were killed during the tribal hunting season - discouraging to a person that cares about managing 
the animals and willing to live with a restrictive season to meet management objectives.
we need to have permit hunting at hanford last I hear there was app. 800 head
We need to offer more Rut Hunts for Rifle and Muzzleloader.
We need to start making food plots in the Oak Creek wildlife areas, specifically in our Safety Zones, so our Elk herds stay healthy in the harsh winters.
We need to start the elk season later in the year in Eastern Washington.

we often hear how the state is suffering from lack of license sales and how we need to get our youth back into hunting and fishing. my opinion is that we NEED 
to really increase the special elk permit drawings from 4 opportunities to at least 10 different area choices and give them more opportunity to take bulls
wE REALLY NEED TO HAVE A SPLIT SEASON FOR MUZZLE LOADER ELK. HAVE A EARLY AND A LATE SEASON WITH EACH PERSON HAVING TO 
MAKE A CHOICE THAT WOULD EITHER HAVE THE EARLY SEASON OR THE LATE. tHEY CAN'T HAVE THEM BOTH. tHIS WOULD SPLIT THE 
HUNTERS AND EASE OVER CROWDING.
When someone gets a tag revoked from land that was closed due to flood damage, such as I this last year,  the department should reward that hunter a 
guaranteed draw the following year. It is so unfair to be drawn and then have it taken away. Draws are so far and few between it was very disappointing.
White river was closed to hunting elk and is permit only for branch bulls. Eliminating an equal hunt opportunity for non native hunters. Open white river back to 3 
point or better for everyone. The area has a very low success rate anyway. The WSDW is doing a good job, keep it up!
Why are there so many any-bull permits available for the archers and modern in the rimrock unit and so few for the muzzleloaders?????  This is almost 
embarrasing.  Also, why is there no real late hunt opportunities for muzzleloaders in eastern WA?????
Why are we paying taxes to feed animals in winter when we could be harvesting more in the fall that would leave more feed for the rest of the heard.
why did wdfw change the mt. adams wilderness tag from oct. 1-10 to sept 22-30 ?

Why do you consider Spike elk a genetic defect in eastern Washington but not in Western Washington. We were flat out lied to when this spike only B.S. was 
introduced in Eastern Washington. I am about to say _ _ _ _ with this state and hunt out of state. Period! Two or three years? Yeah right How long has it been ?
why is archery season so short in this state. every western state has longer seasons than wash.and those states consider bow hunters to have very little or no 
impact on elk herds.i also wonder why we hunt branched antler bulls during the pre rut ? which makes no biological sense . also why not allow people to buy a 
hunting licenses for any hunt he chooses.please call me if you need any clarification on these comments my # is 253 380 6621 or 360 832 3462 my name mike 
lakey.
Why is the archery season closed for atlerless if only the bull numbers are low in the clockum area? I have been hunting that are for many years, a few years 
ago it was changed to spike only? There seems to be a large number of anterless animals running around, I think its about time to re-open for antlerless! Thanks 
and keep up the good work.
Why is there no antlerless opportunity in GMU's that are closed to archery, there is for other user groups.
why would you take away the archery rut hunt for teanaway, really sucks after putting in for years.have you ever chased elk in crunchy snow in late nov. with a 
bow.
wish there was a late cow season
Wolves are a problem for elk that wasn't adressed in this survey.  Do somethig about it.  Also, STOP SELLING PUBLIC LAND TO DEVELOPERS.  THIS 
HELPS NO ONE, BUT HURTS WILDLIFE POPULATIONS
Work on the impossible.  Require the Native Americans to hunt with everyone else following the same laws and regulations.  Better fund inforcement, I would 
pay a surcharge or special fee for more wardens.
work together with yakima nations so that fish and game can better manage the elk of eastern washington.
Work with the timber companies to allow archers to enter the land during dry season.
Would like to have a late muzzleloader season in the 300 series GMU.
Would like to see 4 point minimum on NorthEast elk herds. This would elevate Bull to Cow ratios and improve the quality of the herds.
Would like to see a muzzleloader elk season equal to that of modern rifle
would like to see general elk to start like it was years ago when the season started on NOV5th to NOV 13th
Would like to see increased opportunities for eastside late muzzleloader hunters.  Would also like to see increased numbers of bull tags for the east side.
Would love to be able to hunt east or west during late archery seasons!
Would love to see more youth opportunities in this state.
Yakima elk season should be start later and be shorter. Also more roads should be closed to vehicals of non handicapped hunters
You are allowing to many cow permits on the west side
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You are talking about that there isn't enough young bull in the Colockum, you didn't say anything about lack of cows.  So I was wondering if there is any talk 
about letting archery hunters go back to cow and spike.  That is something I think would be supported.  I am also a master hunter and we are allow to take a cow 
elk in that area because the department is saying there are to many elk over there causing land owners problems.  So it would seem to me that there are 
enough cow in that heard to support an archery season of cows and spikes again like it used to be.  Please consider this.   Thank you
you have to get the tribes in check they are not your manegment partners i am a forester and see a helluva alot more than most of your employees in the woods 
blatant mismanagement by the tribes is making your job harder less oppurtinity for everyone else. I will never understand how the tribes became so feared by 
the wdfw but somebody has to stand up for the wildlife.
You really need to change the modern firearm season for elk a WEEK later. Your need weather for the elk to start moving. We are only getting a crack at the 
local elk only. Now it is like hunting in the summer.
You should change the West Side elk restrictions to any bull.  If you need to manage the herd more closely change the restrictions to spike and have special 
permits for mature bulls and cows.
you should think about making eastern elk tags for youth in little naches or yakima
a 2 day pre season open for all seasons for handicap hunters
A few years ago there was a group of elk in an area of Grant county that I hunt every year. Those elk because of the county they were in, were treated about like 
vermin and every one of the 10 or 11 animals were killed as soon as the "elk season" opened. While many areas of our state can't handle a large elk population 
and support the same number of deer as they do now, our elk deserve better than the ones I enjoyed watching got. When we have branch antler permits with 
statistics that say a person may never draw in a life time of applying it seems odd that there are places in this state where any person with a valid elk tag can 
take any elk seen for a period of up to ten days.
A legal muzzleloader should be a "legal" hunting weapon throughout the published Elk Season dates.
Add a draw for 3-pt or better Ele for lick creek 175 GMU.
add more ether sex tag's
Again, I do not think your studies are accurate in determining "bull" and "cow" populations in Teanaway region.  Open up  cow on the north side of I-90, there are 
hundreds of them.
ALL COW HUNTING BEFORE BULL HUNTING SEASON
all elk hunting should be by permit only
all elk seasons should be pushed back to be later in the year.
All general season elk hunters able to hunt either west or east just as is available for deer hunters in all general seasons.
ALLOW A GENERAL LICENSE TO HUNT WITH MULTIPAL WEAPONS ( BOW, BLACK POWDER, & MODERN RIFLE)
Allow all hunters to hunt all seasons if only one deer tag is given
Allow archery hunters to be able to hunt in gmu 372 again, and give more branched antlered permit's for in the blue's. There are to many bull's dying after the rut 
because ther is so much compatition between the high number of bull's.
Allow more any bull special permit hunts in eastern Washington Yakima herd areas.
Allow more big bull permits,also open up a late season in some gmu units.This would spread out the people.
Allow more branch bull elk hunts in area 154.
Allow more harvest in the Margaret and Toutle units!  The elk are starving to death, and you won't allow us to harvest them.  How much of that policy is dictated 
by non-hunter tourism at the Mt. St. Helens visitor center so that those folks can see elk every time they come to the visitor center??
Allow more permits with shorter seasons seperate from general permits.
allow people to apply for both eastern and western washington elk tags, but only allow them the four choices that currently exist. for instance, if they draw an 
east side elk tag, thats the only unit they can hunt in.
allow someone to permit with out buying a liceness
Allow state wide Permit elk Hunting.not west and eastside
Allow use of licensed ATVs on state roads and all forrest service roads (motorcycles already allowed...licensed ATVs with motorcycle license, turn signals, etc. 
should also be allowed).
Allowing muzzle loading for elk to be set on Oct 1st each year which ever day that may fall on.
any one hunting in elk or deer would be required to have those tags if they were also hunting bear or cougar.
Archery elk: Open more GMU's in Eastern Wa.
Chaneg elk to full state, not eastern or western only, or change special permits to either eastern and western both for a particular weapon type.  That way if you 
hunt archery, you can apply west and east.
Change east and west to the entire state, or have the option of hunting both sides. Then make it a 4x4 minimum during normal hunting season. This will let the 1 
1/2 year grow up so that more available and make a better hunting oportunity for all.
change eastern muzzel loader early from spike bull only to spike bull & antlerless in GMUs 352-368  plus also have a late muzzel loader in the same GMUs with 
spike bull & antlerless
change GMU 388 back to 488 and make it a westside hunt
Change unit 388 back to 588 so its still a westside tag
changes need to be made in the clockum area

Close bear and cougar season during modern rifle elk season or at least make it illegal to carry a firearm during the season without a valid modern rifle elk tag.
close the west side Enumclaw,Greenwater, till the herds rebound like the 1970 populations
colockum archery should be open for spike/antlerless
Consider more road closures for all big game seasons.
Consider moving seasons one week later
Consider opening a portion of GMU 520 Winstoncreek to muzzle loader Elk hunting.At present time only GMU 505 Mossyrock is open and it is open to muzzle 
loader and archery hunting at same time.This is a small area with public access and the hunting pressure is extreme.Opening a portion of GMU 520 would 
lessen the hunting pressure.Or consider restricting GMU 505 to muzzle loader elk hunting as GMU 520 is also open to archery hunting and closed to Muzzle 
loader hunting.
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Continue the "spike" only general season.  Control the population by special permit and the "trophy" bull (over four point) harvest by permit.  Set the season two 
weeks later.  Rotate the user groups on a three year rotation and require hunters to select their weapon choice for the three year period to prevent hunters from 
switching hunting method during the three year period.  Give more permits to the muzzleloader user group in areas where they might have a chance to harvest 
an Elk.
Cow Elk season should run concurrent with spike season on the Eastside, with todays escalating costs it creates undue hardships on families to have part of the 
group come at different times, and does not make effective use of natural resources
Develop a way for early season hunters to have vehicle access to Weyco. land for the recovery of game. Could be escorted by DFW or WEYCO.
Do not permit Native Americans  from further devistating the herds in Washington State.  In common with  does not mean 2% of the poulation should receive a 
7,8, or 9 month hunting season by happenstance of birth in effort to allocate 50%. nof the game to a small poulation.    Prosecute poachers, and realize that 
most people in this state who have any success raate at all ususally have to leave the Puget Sound area to bag game. In fact huntersfrom Washington State are 
going to hunt in other states in droves because of limited success.  I do not know of anyone who comes to Washington State to bag trophy animals.  This is a 
travesty.
Dont allow anti-hunt groups the opportunity to purchase hunting licences or permits. Have them prove they own the firearm they are hunting with. I know it sound 
dumb but that is why you are having problems.
Don't make me choose east or west anymore.
Don't start modern firearm elk before Nov 1
eastern WA modern firearm should open earlier for the Blue mountains.
Eastern Washington has been spike only for many years (I'm thinking around 1992 or so). I thought this was a temporary fix to improve the bull elk population 
and to increase size etc. Aren't the older bulls beginning to die. I would be interested in 3 point or better.
Eastern Washington seasons are way too early. Should not start until after the first of November.
either sex. for archery and muzzle loaders.
Eliminate spike only restriction and utilize minimum antler restriction to raise bull to cow ratios  Reduce tribal hunting impacts
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the males fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of and 
developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Elk hunting for bowhunters and muzzelloaders should be allowed to hunt in statewide in most GMU's, to increase the quality experience and reduce crowding.  
This will make those hunts more attractive to modern firearms users to switch over and reduce their crowding issues.
Elk hunting in Eastern Wa. leaves a lot to be desired.  The Colockum is a mess and the Blues aren't far behind.  Spike only hunting is the major change that has 
altered these two herds.  Can't we lt least try a 3-point bull harvest strategy before it's too late?
elk season is only six days for muzzleloaders, it also runs the same time as deer. we shouldnt have to make a choice weather to hunt deer or elk. the other user 
groups have seperate seasons.
Elk seasons should be pushed back to the middle or so of November.
expand hunting seasons in areas with healthy or hard to hunt herds
expand the archery tags in the Margret and toutle units
extend muzzleloader seasons  More special tags Cow tags i hunt to put meat in the freezer not trophy on wall
Feed the west side elk for better survival rate! I am just going to cry. My truck is thirty years old still runs fine. If you know what I mean.
Fewer permits for archery and modern rifle. More quality hunts for muzzleloader seasons. Late any bull muzzleloader permit in eastern WA.
Focus on habitat improvement, winter range issues to improve hunting using the fees paid by hunters to fund new programs.
For each PMU in popular elk areas, make 1 GMU hunting by permit only for antlered (no spike only) and antlerless during the modern general season.  The 
other GMU's in the PMU would remain the same with a general season and a permit only branched bull season and anterless.
For Eastern Wa., move to permit only Elk hunting and do not restrict # of points.   Give out # of permits in line with ratios desired.
For modern firearm I would like to see it allowed to hunt anywhere in the state.  Not having to pick western or eastern washington.
general seasons for youths for antlerles deer and elk archery and muzzleloaders
Get rid of the early archery cow hunt in Winston.  The quality hunt that it use to be in now gone.  Too many people now hunt there (and it was crouded before).   
I understand the need to reduce the heard.  have a cow only season later if necessary.
get rid of the spike only and provide either sex tags over the counter by quota and allow and lenghten  the season
give greenwater back to the game department and get control of the indian hunters,then and only then can the herd start to grow. You cant shoot cows and 
calves on a herd so small.
give muzzleloaders a late season in eastern washington
Give the archers the full rut and the whole state!!.  Do not take either sex away from us.
Go back to any bull or 4 point and better
Go to a draw system for elk. Provide more hunts for people with disabilities.Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are 
vetrans, bound to a wheelchair are visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Have a early and a late season for muzzle loader elk. A person would have to make a choice, early or late they couldn't hunt them both. This would cut down the 
number of hunters in popular areas.
Have a late season for muzzleloader for elk.
Have a week with no hunting for Deer or Elk, between Deer and Elk seasons
Have an either sex day
have late archary by permit only
Have more permits for disabled and 65 & over hunters, most can not compete with the general population during the general seasons.
have special ares just for archery,muzzle hunting
How about open state hunt like deer. No eastern/western divission.
How is it that it is 3 point or better for western elk and spike only for eastern elk during modern firearm general season. Quit killing the future bulls in eastern 
GMU's.
HUNTERS WHO DRAW A SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A QUALITY HUNT COULD BE PROHIBITED FROM APPLYING FOR A QUALITY HUNT FOR A CERTAIN 
PERIOD OF TIME (5 YEARS OR 3 YEARS).
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Hunting Elk in GMU 121 should include Late Muzzle Load hunting in December.
Hunting Elk in the Cowiche GMU has gotten to be a joke. After nearly 30 years in that area, I'm about to give up.  The Indians seem to be able to take more than 
their share during the winter/ spring and those of us that buy tags and licenses get to see few if any elk in the fall.  Holding a cow permit is about your only 
chance.
Hunting elk with a bow you should be able to carry a side arm. Otherwise, hunting alone can put a person in a bad situation coming up with a bull in your face or 
bear while hunting elk. The sidearm shouldn't be use for the hunting. Manage the use not the abuse.

I am a muzzle loader hunter and have been for about 13 years and our hunting opportunities have gone down hill changes need to be made to level load the 
pressure better and entice more people to choose this hunting method.  The one major change we need is more time to hunt.  With our Elk and Deer seasons 
being the same week we basically wait all year to hunt for one week when modern and archery have atleast 2 full weeks a year of good hunting opportunities.
I am all for any thing that helps to let more elk hit maturity and also reduce the number of hunters in the woods at the same time.
I am in favor of a longer archery season for elk since more time and effort is required to take an animal with bow than with a rifle (a four day, possibly only two 
day, difference between bow and gun season does not seem fair for archery hunters, nor does it create a big enough incentive to choose archery over rifle). 
Starting the archery season Sept. 1, such as deer season, would suffice.
I beleive the current spike only bull hunt has served it's purpose. If the spike bulls are being killed off during the regular season, there is little opportunity for 
mature bulls in the future. Especially when the current mature bulls begin dying of natural causes.
I believe that we should allow for archery and muzzeloader hunters to have the opportunity to take either sex during their hunting seasons. This is because it is 
not as easy to achieve success with archery or muzzeloader due to the range of effectivness.
I DON`T UNDERSTAND WHY ITS BENEFICIAL TO TAKE SPIKES ON THE EASTSIDE BUT NOT ON THE WESTSIDE. WHICH IS THE RIGHT CHOICE 3 
PT. MIN. OR SPIKE ONLY?
I feel there needs to be a better late general elk muzzleloader season I really liked the little naches hunt that is now a archery late season. The current late 
muzzleloader elk season is a joke it's in a area with very few elk and even less land access!
I feel there should be a late muzzle loading season, in units 117, and 113 for elk
I have been hunting around Mt St Helens for elk for 25 years along with my dad who has hunted there since the 50 s also my brother and a few others. We hunt 
the same area above couger year after year. We know the area intimatly and hunt harder than most. I know there are never going to be a many elk in this area 
as there were after the mountain blew, but in the last five or six years the numbers seem to have dropped, and in areas where you use to hunt hard all day and 
see two or three herds now you hunt hard all day and see three or four elk total. Some days are better some are worse but over all there are alot less elk. So I 
was wondering where all these elk are that we have to give out all these cow tags to get are herd under controll?
I hunt in region 5. I would like to see more weapon type choice for youth allowing for my kids and I to hunt together but allowing them additional opportunity, 
other than modern firearm.
I hunt muzzle loader in the north east to get away from the huge number of other hunters but the number of elk are minimal.I accept this but I think allowing 
muzzle loaders and archery to harvest either sex would not impact the numbers at all.This is proven through the harvest reports for antlerless hunts for units 111 
and 113.
I sincerely wish that more condideration be given to muzzelloader hunting.
I think if archery was changed to spike bull and antlerless it would increase the number of cow elk harvested and decrease the number of young bull elk 
harvested which ultimately help the bull/cow ratio.  No matter what happen the Native American guy has to be restricted on his hunting methods its not fair of 
ethical.
I think we need differnet seasons for deer and Elk for Muzzle loaders. and some disabled primet  hunts in southeastern Wa.
I think we need youth elk hunts!
I used to hunt the Clockum alot before all the qouta problems and restrictions. If the qoutas and herd is that far out of wack then why not just close it down. Alot 
of the problems stem from years of hunters abusing the whole area. I have not only heard stories from my grandfather, and father but have seen abuse go on for 
years. Too many generations of unethical hunters have hunted this area and this is the result.
I was skeptical about the 3 point restriction for Western Washington elk, but it has worked very well and it needs to stay.
I witnessed the fiasco with the master hunters and damage control hunt in the Peshastin unit during the winter of 2007.  Several landowners I know were very 
upset with trespass issues, shooting from the highway etc.  Also many local hunters resented not being allowed to apply for these late permits. (I see it is the 
same for 2008 and I really think you need to re-visit this issue.
I would also like to see the Modern Firearms season open one week later than it does.
I would be very nice to see longer seasons for muzzleloader hunters with more options of GMU's to hunt from in Western Washington.
I would like to have the ability to choose a weapon for a permit that differs from the one I use during the general season and in an area that I may not normally 
hunt. My chances of being drawn would be less, but the chance at a harvest would be greater.
I would like to see more branched antler tags available for eastern washington & see 251 open to archery.  It seems in a highly populated area archery would be 
safer.
I would like to see the clockum put on a permit only area to decrease pressure so more spikes can become branched antler bulls.
I would like to see the department do away with issueing free tags to landowners without some stipulation that they must let a certain number of hunters or 
master hunters on their property within 30 days of claiming there is a problem before they are issued a free tag. We are running into this problem in the 3911 
unit. The farmers won't let you on their property because their buddys haven't filled the extra free tags yet. We sit there and watch elk eating the grasses 
knowing they will get more tags because of elk damage.
I would like to see the disparity in the length of modern firearm and muzzle loader seasons compared to archery more evenly divided.Even if the sucess rates 
are not as high in archery the loss of wounded game is much higher.Even if a change  in the  length of the archery seasons added no additional days to non 
archery seasons I would support a change such as this
I would like to see the modern firearm hunt for elk in eastern WA start in November. It is too infrequent that we get decent snow in late October. Snow is a big 
help to the elk hunter. We are terribly handicapped as it is by only being able to hunt spikes. A serious hunter who works hard from before dawn to after dark 
miles from the roads can see lots of elk without even seeing a spike. It would sure be nice if you could help us out some by delaying the start of the hunt to early 
November so that at least we might have some snow to help with the hunting.
I would like to seperate the deer and elk general muzzleload season
I would support being able to apply for any special elk permit regardless of East or West tag even if it meant a decrease in the number of hunt choices.
I would VERY MUCH like to see elk and deer season run concurrently. It is VERY difficult to take a full week off two times to hunt both seasons. To say this is 
unpopular at home would be an understatement.
I'd like to see  Deer and Elk Muzzle loaders seasons longer, together, and in more areas (300 units).
I'd like to see branch antler bull permits available to archery in the 175 lick creek area for the early hunt.
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Id like to see more special permits for the muzzleloading seasons then there currently are.
If a pool of special permit tags is set aside for non-residents, allow residents to purchase them after a certain date. First come first serve, similar to Idaho.
If you don't get drawen for a permit you should allowed to change your tag
In eastern washington the number of branch antler permitts should be increased in the yakima areas, Due to the large number of branch bulls wintering in the 
oak creek refuge each winter.
In general I would like to see the elk populations increase in the state.
In the area i hunt Elk it is frustrating to see so many Big Bulls...last season I saw more big bulls than I did cows.  I only saw 2 spikes and they were not within 
shooting range.  I think maybe uping the permits in GMU 340 would be a great idea.
In the future I would like to see a restriction put on indians hunting the clockum elk herd. Such as havig to shoot spike only and less hunting days allowed.
increase enforcement
Increase road closures on public lands to restrict road hunting and increase the quality of hunts.
Instead of giving out large numbers of permits for a certain area,  spread out and share opportunities.  ie.  rifle, archery, muzzleloaders, 65+, youth, disabled, 
etc.
instead of letting elk starve to death raffle hunts or permits or how about letting hunters who didnt harvest an elk have a second chance after the season
I've hunted and hunted and never made my kill. I need a kill
Keep most of the gates closed, for quite some time now my partner and I have had good success in the coweeman unit 550 for elk in muzzle-loader season, 
however this last season the gates where open and heavy vehicle traffic ruined the quality of the hunt. Put your boots on and walk, or ride a bike.
KEEP THE BAITING PROGRAM
keep the indian s from killing all of our elk, they should go buy our rules also.
Late elk.  Extend muzzle loader season by 1 month?
late muzzleloader elk season needs reestablished
later muzzleloader season for any elk
Later seasons
Leave the special elk permits aloan please!
Lengthen mod. Elk in Eastern WA
Lets manage for quality 6+ points
Like the either sex muzzle loader hunt in eastern Washington. But it would be nice to see more land open to public use in the spokane/ lincoln county areas. You 
have  large land owners that either guide hunters at for profit or lease out land to select groups at a rate regular hunters cant afford. I understand that it is land 
they own but more public access would be nice. It is our tax dollars and license fees that pay to maintain these herds on  private land.
limit youth hunts
longer general season, overlap with deer. move to later in year
Longer muzzleloading seasons
Longer seasons and more GMU's for archery please.
Look at the winter kill and try to increase the kill durring hunting season and not during the winter.
Lower the boom on trespasses.  Seize guns and vehicles w/a lifetime ban on hunting.
Lower the price for Resident tags and liscence
MAKE ARCHERY OPPORTUNITY FOR COWS IN NANEUM
Make elk state wide spike only and certain amount of any bull permits in every unit.
make road hunting only legal to hunters with disabilities, or senior citizen hunters.
make special permit areas on west side have antler restriction categories   Example :50 archery tags in toutle 4 point or less and 25 tags 5 point or better
Make the season one week longer. Overlap Deer and Elk season.
make the seasons longer!
Make the special permit elk hunts a quality hunt in Eastern Washington by having them take place after the general season instead of before.  Eastern 
Washington elk, at least in the Manashtash, are migratory so allow the elk to start the migration to make this a quality hunt.  Instead of the 5 days prior to the 
modern firearm season, make it the 5 days after the modern firearm season.
manage for trophy class animals. permit only for all elk hunting. minimum preference points needed apply for trophy permits. i would rather have a quality hunt 
every 4 yrs than a poor hunt yearly
Manage seasons/special permits with the goal to increase numbers of mature bull elk to achieve optimum bull/cow ratios.  As possible purchase or lease winter 
range to insure elk populations in the future and minimize elk/human conflicts.
MANAGE THE TRIBES
Modern firearm seasons for Elk need to be longer
more  bull pemits for archery west side.  i would like to see a permit drawing on the north side of skagit river.
More access to primitive hunting, archery/muzzleloader. More permit only hunting for modern firearm to reduce or restrict the numbers of hunters entering 
specified areas.
more archery special permits
more cow permits for the gmu's around Forks,WA
more east side cow Elk  muzzleloader hunts for general season.and more muzzleloader cow elk permits for GMUs 524 margret to low the winter kill. lower the 
youth for Elk  youth need to wait just like all hunter do.
More game units open for Muzzleloader seasons
More general season and special permit muzzleloader opportunities
More high quality bull hunts.  REDO UNIT BOUNDARIES AND MAKE MORE UNITS WITH SPECAIL PERMIT DRAWINGS.  ANYTHING WE AN DO ABOUT 
FIRE DANGER???  lOVE THE WALKIN AREAS.
More multi season opportunities
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More muzzle loader hunts in eastern washington, or better yet state widfe hunting seasons
More trophy bull areas on the west side or open the east up to westsiders for trophy drawings also.
move the seasons back the mid Nov. in eastern Wash. like they used to be
Muzzal  season for elk butts up against modern firearm deer season making it difficult to go from one to the other
muzzleloader season before modern rifle
Muzzleloaders get screwed in this state by having a single short season at a time and place when the elk aren't there, we also don't get to hunt in special 
seasons, like controlled hunts which are reserved for modern hunters. i'll take my muzzleloader against most any "joe dipshit" with opens sights anytime.
Muzzleloaders need a late elk season in the 300 units
muzzleloaders need the late elk hunt back
need better opertunities on the west side no chance to hunt.
Need more blue mountain muzzleloader general season units.  Not much opportunity for muzzle loaders in the blue mountains.
need to harvest younger bulls and allow large bulls to breed more
Need to offer more permits in the Loowit, Margaret, and upper Toutle regions. Issuing the permits last year to regions at the farthest distance away from the 
mountain does not help cut down on the number of Elk that are closest to the mountain that have the most problem of starving to death.
No hunting of elk during the rut.  No bows/muzzleloader/rifle from Sept 10 to Oct 10.
No late seasons
No more East or West.  Just a tag.
No suggestions about elk. We don't have that many in Whitman county unless they come over from Idaho or across the Snake River. I really don't know the 
status of elk herd numbers.
no weapon choice needed for permit application
not able to hunt on whyerhouser land except on sat. and sundays no axcest/
One tag to hunt the whole state.  Choosing a tag for west side/east side is not fair.
open clockum for archery cow permits or general seaon.
open more gmu's and longer season for muzzleloader
Open more land for hunters
Open more private land if need charge a fee rn by master hunters
open some general seasons for black powder in SE Wash. so we have a place to hunt.  (Dayton, Bluecreek, Toucannon)  we also need some disabled hunts for 
this area, and some youth permits
Open the Blue Mts for branched antler Elk instead of spike only.
Open the general modern fire arm season at least the last weekend of October or in November like it used to be, the weather patterns have changed and you 
are hunting elk in 70 degree weather, more animals that are killed are being wasted due to warmer temps.
OPEN UP GMU 572 TO COW ONLY ELK FOR THE LATE HUNT.
Open up the toutle unit to general season hunting, the lands north of the south fork of the toutle tie up with the margaret unit and the rest open to general season 
archery, muzzle and rifle.
Opening up a multiple season permit for purchasing is another way to help manage the herds. IE. archery and modern firearms (double the tag cost).
Permit only with landowner permits
please consider clockum spike bull or antlerless hunts general season archery.
please consider more disability permits for the east side. Yakima area
please have another open cow season for muzzle loader like the old little naches hunt.
please stop killing so many cow elk in unit 149.
Please take a look at allowing a west side resident to apply for a east side tag, and if not drawn be able to hunt the west side.
Provide a optional Open GMU All State Archery Elk Tag as alternative choice. Tag costs could equal 1.5X normal EA or WA tag.  Bag limit remains same as 1 
legal elk per year.
Provide anterless elk season or special permits for archery hunts in GMUs 601 and 602
provide more anterless opportunities for bow and muzzleloader in Chelan County
Push the General Eastern Washington modern firearm Elk season back a week.  This would create a weekend in between general deer and general elk 
seasons, and allow hunters to better prepare for elk season, and allow deer hunters more time to process their harvest before elk season opens.  This would 
also allow for the temperature to cool off a little more.  The last few years have been extremely warm during elk season.  This creates the additional problem of 
meat spoilage if you are not able to get your meat into a cooler right away.  Having the general mod firearm season starting the first weekend of November 
would be much better.
Push the start of the modern firearm elk general season out to occur AFTER October 31.  This will provide a better hunter experience as well as provide much 
more "natural" road closures due to weather.  The average temperatures during the current elk season are much too warm and contributes to spoilage of meat.  
That's a travesty!
put a 20 dollar bonus point on elk permits, but not to exceed more than one. use the proceeds for habitat and conservation,
Reduce size of Toutle and Margaret units to place more area into general seasons. This may help spread hunters out and provide a better quality modern 
firearm general season.
Reduce the number of special permits
Reinstate the lick creek permit anterless hunt during the general muzzleloader elk season.
Reinstitue the late muzzle loader season GMU 346 and other areas.
Restrict mororised and ANIMAL access....if you cannot drive or ride...make it equal for ALL by enforcing "ON FOOT ONLY"....
Restrict Mt. Spokane GMU to Bull only general rife season.
Restrict the amount of hunters per area.
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Restrict the number of hunt choices for Elk hunting, which would cut down on the "Roamers", some of the camps where we hunt have been around for 30+ 
years, it sure seems like we get an influx of camps just because they have a special permit, with no knowledge of the area.
resume responsible logging in the Gifford Pinchot National Forest to improve habit for elk and deer. The overabundance of elk in the Lowitt/Margaret areas are 
because of no habitat in the Marble area.
Return the Muzzle loader Anterless permit area's in the Blue Mtns that were taken away and given to Archery 2 or 3 years ago.
Rifle hunting elk in the Clockum should be by permit only and for 1x1 for at least a 3 year period. See what the results are for those 3 years and expand it 
another 3 years if ratios are not where they need to be for another 3 years. If it is working, increase the number of permits to keep the ratio correct.
rifle season to early   need more muzzel loader seasons
same as above
Same as above
same as for deer
Season needs to be moved back 1 week for modern fire arms.
season seems to early for elk
Set the Elk season to be 1-9 November each year.
Should be able to use scope and use any powder and bullets.
SHOULD BE ANY ELK
Should extend season similar to Idaho.
Shouldn't have to choose a west or east side.
sorry but so called advanved hunters are not what we should be doing.  more youth oppertuneties should be made available.  Landowners and wdfw should work
to gather on depridation hunts, to have youths do the harvesting.  Many young hunters in our state will never have an oppertunety to harvest an elk.
start hte season later in the year
State wide hunting for muzzle loader elk with more areas and later season
Statewide tag.  Traditional eastside hunters are putting in for ghost points for 3-4 years and purchasing westside tags to avoid hunting spike only.   When they 
feel confident they have enough points to draw an eastside tag, they then purchase that tag and put in for eastside elk permits. This practice draws eastside 
hunters to the westside and overcrowds general westside units.  5 point and better regulations on eastside, 3 point and better regulations on the westside will 
work for the statewide tag.  Eliminate Margaret and Toutle permit units (make general hunts).
Stop selling off OUR land. Reopen the land that was closed to private parties in the Lewis River Unit.
strat one week later for mordern fire arm user  strat one week later for muzzle loader and give them one full week
Support two drawing system which allows for drawing of mature bull, and if not drawn, still be eligible for anterless. I would pay an additional permit fee for this 
option.
the blue mountains could benefit from a 3 point minimum helping to increase the heard population there like the the 3 point minimum has helped the states deer 
populations
the early archery bull tag holders need some time in the woods by ourselves just like the modern firearm tags have the first few days in the woods by them 
selves.
The elk herd in Glenwood Valley needs to be controlled and the change of GMU 588 to 388 allowed a "safe haven" between the Glenwood valley and the 
Klickitat River for Elk to move back and forth depending on the season.  Another option would be to make GMU 388 a west side Elk area.
The elk hunting in this state is such low quality for the general rifle season I rarely go. Reduce vehicle access and don't allow Native Americans to shoot big bulls 
out of season.
The elk in the 5XX units are thriving.  Do not go back to a spike general season.
the elk season is in my opinion way too early. nov 10 start for eastern washington would be much better for all. meatcare can be problematic in all seasons but 
most of the animals are taken in modern firearm and a lot are not being cared for to the level i would like to see. also split the cow season out of the general 
season like it was 10 yrs or so ago in the yakima area. it was a great hunt and no party hunting.
The Game Dept needs to wake up and start managing the elk herds in the Blue Mts. by aggressively reducing the predators (bear & cougar).  This has been 
studied to death and little has been done.
The loo-wit area of Mount Saint Helens has suffered significant winter kills in the past ffew years this area has been closed to hunting for 28 years there should 
be a larger number of permits allowed in this area to reduce herd size and the current overpopulation this should be a "trophy " hunt with a six point or better 
minimum, also allow a small number of archery and muzzleloader permits for antlerless only.
The master hunter second elk tag is a great idea, however, of all the units opened, only the Peola unit was changed to Muzeloader only. That made no sense in 
that with all user groups open only 13 of 15 applicants were given out in 2007 season. So far 2008 there should be even less while the other user groups are 
excluded. WRONG !!! ALL MASTER HUNTERS SHOULD BE ELIGABLE FOR SECOND ELK HUNTS.
THE PROGRAM TO ALLOW EXTRA POINTS FOR TURNING A VIOLATOR SHOULD NOT GO INTO THE GENERAL POOL WITH THE GENERAL HUNTER. 
IN THE AREA I BEEN HUNTING FOR 40 YEARS THE WENHA AND IN THE PAST WHEN LESS THAN 5 TAGS WERE ISSUED I BELIEVE TIE MAJORITY 
OF THE TIME THE PERSON WHO GOT THE EXTRA POINTS HAVE BEEN DRAWN WITHIN A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME.  ALOT OF THESE PEOPLE ARE 
LANDWONERS OR PEOPLE WHO ARE IN THE WOODS DAILEY AND HAVE THE CHANCE TO SEE THE VIOLATIONS HAPPEN AND BE ABLE TO GET 
THE POINTS WHICH I DON'T HAVE THE CHANCE GOING TO THE MOUNTAINS DURING HUNTING SEASON ONLY. MAYBE THE $ REWARD SHOULD 
BE THE ONLY REASON TO TURN SOMEONE IN NOT BE ABLE TO GET EXTRA PTS.
The regulations in this state are confusing and unnecessary.  I have been stationed all over the U.S. and WA state regulations seem to get longer and more 
restrictive each year.  I would prefer something a lot simpler.  For example:  The hunter purchases a hunting license and tag for a specific animal by 1 Sep.  
Archery season opens first and runs a set time followed immediately by muzzleloader and then by modern rifle.  You could run this twice (early and late cycle).   
The hunter could then hunt archery while it is open.  If he doesn't fill his tag he can then dust off his muzzleloader to hunt and if he is still unlucky can hunt 
modern rifle to fill the tag.
the same as above....
The season starts about 5 days too early and ends too early.  We have hunted in 60 and 70 degree days in recent years.  The migration starts about the last day 
or two of the season and the low units don't get any of those animals.  Look at the spikes at the feeding stations and you know the season started and ended 
way too early.  Start about November 1st in eastern Washington units and end the approximate 9 or 10 days later.
The seasons needs to be longer.
The spike only must not be working because the number of tags for branch bulls is going down so get ride of it. Other states have found that it does not work 
and have changed it and there herds are growing
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The Toutle Bull special permits used to be a quality hunt. The last few years it has gone back to a lower odds hunt.  Suggest that you consider more hunts in the 
Loowit Area in the Nov and Dec months to trim back the animals there to the 400 or so wintering goal, without killing so many in the larger surrounding Units. In 
those months most of the tourists are gone, so why not open this up so hunters can help this SPECIFIC area keep the animals to the wintering goal without 
penalizing the larger surrounding hunting areas that don`t have winter feed problems??   Help keep the Toutle unit a quality high odds hunt.
The tribal bull harvest in the Colockum, among other places in the state, MUST be addressed.   Close roads, create winter closures.
There needs to be some kind of transplant of elk in n.e. washington, perhaps involving the rocky mountain elk foundation
There should be more blackpowder permits for special hunts, at least half of what is authorized for modern firearms.  Look at GMU's 550,556
THREE POINT MINIMUM FOR ALL BULL ELK AND MORE AREAS OPEN TO MUZZLELOADER
to many seasons
very upset that the peashastin special rifle elk hunts in september were taken away and all given to the master hunters. this was a very popular hunt, with the 
chance to take a great bull.  We are left with not very many hunt options in chelan county to take a quality bull. most of us dont even put in for any of the 
clockum or malaga hunt options because they lack the quality bulls
Waaaaaaaaayyyyyy to many people in the clockum during modern firearm season.  Give out a fair amount of permits and control the hunter population therfore 
controling the elk pop.
Washington needs to develop a strategy that creates more premium bull elk areas that are controlled via a premium limited-entry permit process.  Please 
consult with Utah, Oregon, & other western big-game states that produce trophy bull elk. These hunts in many cases should coincide with the rut.
We need more any bull and cow elk permits available to modern firearm hunters.
We need more permit only seasons and units and less general tags we need to improve the quality of the hunt and see more animals than people. Split the 
season into two shorter seasons to allow a better quality experience.
We need one elk season for all and the tribes get a season the same as ours!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
We need the baiting of bears legalized again.
We should not have to choose between an East and West side Elk tag. A tag should be good statewide just like all other Big Game animals.
why are mussleloader hunters allowed to hunt deer and elk at the same time?
WHY DOES A MASTER HUNTER GET SIX MONTHS TO KILL A COW ELK, AND THEN HAVE THE OPPURTUNITY TO KILL A SECOND ONE?  IF YOU 
GAVE THE ARCHERY AND MUZZLELOADER HUNTERS SIX MONTHS TO KILL A COW ELK THEIR KILL RATIO WOULD CERTAINLY GO UP.  ALSO, THE 
MASTER HUNTERS ARE ALLOWED TO START HUNTING ELK ON AUGUST 1ST, ONE MONTH BERFORE EARLY ARCHERY.  THIS HUNTING TAKES 
AWAY THE ADVANTAGE THAT ARCHERY HUNTERS NEED TO GET CLOSE TO ANIMALS BECAUSE THE MASTERHUNTERS HAVE ALREADY BEEN 
SHOOTING AT THEM WITH GUNS FOR OVER A MONTH.  IF ANYTHING, THE MASTER HUNTER SEASON SHOULD BE SUSPENDED DURING THE 
EARLY ARCHERY SEASON.
Why is the Teanaway branched bull permit season in December and January.  This has already created problems with people shooting elk that people are 
feeding, etc.  I know of people who have just rode elk down on snowmobiles and then shot them.  This is NOT hunting.
why not allow one bull permit and then just have geographic restrictions on size...points. forget east/west.    allow the purchase of a 2nd tag for a cow. 40$ each 
= huge profits and make ratios a little bit closer.
would like more opportunity to use master hunter by drawing land owner permits in stead of just giving them out to friends and encourage more master hunter 
partisipation.
Would like to see a larger number of mutli season permits for elk.
would like to see more muzzleloader oportunities
Yakima game units seasons start earlier and earlier as time goes by.  We need weather to get animals into these units.  You don't see the weather except on 
rare occasion, the 3rd week in October.  The season used to start near the beginning of November and was much better.  This comment won't matter either.  Oh 
well..........is anyone listening??????
You have achieved the goal of increasing the branched antler elk population in the Mountain View unit  172).  I haven't seen a spike in 6 years.  They have all 
been cows, calves and branch antler.  Open the season to any bull and increase the cow permits.
1.) Allow more antlerless elk hunts for youth and over 65 categories in easily accessed GMU's.
3 point or better is the best thing that's happened to the west side elk.
a 7 day elk season between deer seasons is rediculous legthen the season and allow us to hunt
A better early muzzleloader season, both longer and more available units.
Adapt an earlier Archery Season.
Add additional point restrictions to manage for trophy bulls.  5pt min for areas in Eastern and Western Washington.  More restrictions placed for for non-
motorized vehicles limiting hunting to walk-in, horse back or bicycles only.  No tribal hunting outside reservation other than normal hunting permits,times, 
regulations that is open to every hunter.  Example no additional hunting on public/private lands outside regular season in Mt. St. Helens area other name normal 
draw.
Adjust early archery season to run later in september from the 5th to the 25th.
all elk seasons should be pushed back to be later in the year.
all youth special permits should be either sex
ALLOW ARCHERY HUNTERS TO CARRY A CONCEALED PISTOL (IF LICENSED TO BE ABLE TO DO SO) DURING THE ARCHERY SEASONS.  THE 
BEARS AND MOUNTAIN LIONS ARE GETTING MORE NUMEROUS AND AGGRESSIVE.  ARCHERY HUNTERS ARE VULNERABLE TO ATTACK WITH 
ONLY A BOW.
Allow archery hunting in State Park lands.
Allow Master Hunters to hunt both East & West sides in a season.
Allow more antlerless permits where they are causing problems.
Allow more bull permits for the St. Helen's herd, and change all remaining GMU's to 3 pt or antlerless.
Allow more unit to be open for muzzle loaders
Archery season's are very limited and to what area's.  I want to see you open more units up in the west side and escpecially in the toultle, margret, and mudflow 
to help with elk population.  Give them a chance in the late season with a anterless to 3pt or better season.  I Would also like to see you give more special 
permits for the mudflow area to help with heard population and thus saving you money for less feed needed and dead elk in the area.
As noted above those with permenant disablities should be allowed access to red dot areas via vehicle or atv.  But only those with the disablity, those giving 
others a ride in or out should be cited as is they where a non-disablity person, and lose their permit
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colockum archery should be open for spike/antlerless
continue to improve hunting areas by selective thinning of heavyly forrested areas and brush burning
Don't allow the indians to go up and shoot whatever they want.  Hold them to a season that would allow them only a certain number of animals.
drop the point restrictions
Eliminate antlerless hunts in January & Febuary in the Raymond C and Raymond D permit hunts. These elk are to vulnerable at this time and are stressed 
enough with the archery, muzzloader, and modern firearms seasons. Which is why they get pushed down onto the private lands at this time of year.
Eliminate archery/muzzleloader season overlaps
Eliminate permits in the Toutle Unit, make it general 3pt hunting.  In all overpopulated areas increase cow harvest by archery/muzzleloader generally open and 
liberal cow permits for modern firearms.
Eliminate the western and eastern elk tag and go to a statewide tag.
ELK season is too early [ warm ]  ,  should have the opener  NOVEMBER  2nd  to  5th  like it used to be.  Lift antler  restriction of  SPIKE ONLY!!!!  TO ANY - 
BULL   [ Spike only was only to last 3-years, this was back in the late 1980's !!!! ]
Elk season should be extended by at least one week.  Example:  Big Hanaford Valley has too many elk.  Allow Steam Plant property hunting and give out more 
special permits and cow permits for this area and other like areas.
Elk season's and restrictions on spike's only was only supposed to be on for three years at the start. Still on, maybe you should see about cutting out ALL COW 
HUNTS. Make it bulls only, save the herds and allow more young bulls to be born.
Establish a few areas where only bulls with 6 points or more per side could be taken. Try this as an experiment in true trophy hunting.
Establish no hunting areas to build the herds in North Central and North East portions of the state
Give a longer archery season...Sept 15 to October 5 ...weather change sometimes doesn't happen until October 1 which will be when they start bugling.
GMU 418 should be huntable with at least archey equipment during the genral season
Have a permit draw for Spike elk for muzzloader areas which now require branched Bulls. Increase number of Cow tags during late muzzleloader seasons.
Have deer and elk season overlap for one weekend for modern firearm
Have special permit hunting only in areas where bull to cow ratios are low, but do not let the cougers and bears keep the numbers down.
Having hunted GMU 175 Lick Creek for many years now, I have consistently seen big bull elk while spike hunting.  I think big bull permits should be given out in 
this area.
Hunting in wetlands, around houses. We around wildlife land and general elk getts really bad bullets fly every were they circle the herd and just shot, what is 
going to happen when my horse or child gets shot?
I dont think we need to increase any elk tags or increase advanced hunting opportunites to meet the needs, more like wants of people agravated at elk knocking 
down their fence or eating their hay.  I think advanced hunting should be labeled advanced "killing", there is very little hunting involved.  Hunting a "problem" area 
may temporarily resolve an issue for elk damange, but we're not removing all elk, thus they will keep coming back.  When those are shot there will be a new 
group and another group after that group.........this is not a solution.  A solution would be to get a high fence and put it up around the landowners property.  A 
fence similar to those along the freeways.
I have heard rumors that in SE Wa. they are wanting to change the elk hunting for bulls. Due to great work from our Bio's we have world class bulls. Just look at 
what the Goveners tags sells for. And the tag holder hunts in the Blue Mtns. every year. Why would they change this?
I HAVE HUNTED MODERN FIRE ARMS HERE SINCE 1975 AND NEVER SEEN A LEGAL BULL DURING HUNTING SEASON
I LIKE THE IDEA OF ADDING A COUPLE OF DAYS TO THE SEASON.  CAN SOMEONE EXPLAIN TO ME WHY IT IS SPIKE ONLY IN EASTERN AND 3 
POINT RESTRICTION ON WESTERN?
I think something needs to be done with the Native Americans heading to Clockum and shooting the big bulls and harvesting just the antlers most the time. This 
alone may help increase the healthy bull to cow ratio. I know people don't want to cause controversy but something needs to be done. I was overthere last 
August and saw this and again during the late Archery hunt in November. Natives and rifles while I was in camo hunting last Novemer, this sets the stage for 
serious injuries. I left once the gun shoots started to ring out as it was to me, a very unsfe and deadly enviroment I was in.
I wish more habitat could be purchased, leased or protected w/conservation easements. I would be willing to pay for this via license fees & tags!
I would like to see more either sex elk hunts for archery hunters. When you are limited to one specific animal (spike only) your chance of being succesfull with 
archery equipment decreases greatly.
If you draw an antlerless tag, you must harvest an antlerless animal.
implement a state wide draw system with the goal of realizing a true trophy hunting environment in this state
Improve monitoring/reporting/enforcement of tribal elk hunts in GMU's 601 and 602
Increase the number of hunting opportunities for Elk for Master Hunters.
It would be nice to be able to put in for permits and get the results before having to specify east or west for tags. Allowing the opportunity to put in for tags on 
either side of the mountains would be fantastic.
Let muzzloaders hunt through any open firearm season with their muzzloader only, due away with the eastern/western tag system, have a statewide permit, 
don't let "Native Americans" have the special privelage of shooting elk or anything else where ever they want
Lets grow our elk in three forks. why not get a big heard in ferry county this is national forest but we do not allow this to happen. Why?????????????
Lets make master hunter hunts completely seperate than the general drawing, but still let them put in for the regular drawing as well. If no one else can put in for 
it then why not.
Make all elk harvest in Eastern Washinton permit only.
Make elk hunting in the colockum by permit only.  this would provide a quality hunt when you did get drawn (for all weapons types).
Make the westside season later
Manage Elk in NE Washington for substaining herd rather than trying to eliminate them
More "any bull" permits in GMU 352
More antlerless permits in Clallam & Jefferson counties.
More any bull tags should be given
more disabled only areas
More game units open for Muzzleloader seasons
more general season muzzleloader westside elk hunting, same units as archery and rifle
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more late season antlerless oppurtunities
More quality permit only hunts, limit # of tags.  More rut hunts.
More Quality Permit Only Units.
more westside trophy areas established.either by permit or season length.road restrictions also
more youth hunts
more youth hunts
Muzzleloader season should be earlier and not later.  You would get many more muzzleloader hunters to participate
muzzleloaders need the late elk hunt back
Need more elk in the Northern part of the state.
need more muzzel loader seasons
Need to expand the number of areas that are open for muzzleloader elk on the west side. Seems like we are getting short changed on the amount of quality 
areas that we are allowed to hunt compared to archery and modern seasons.
Need to make elk area 4941 bigger.
Need to reduce human disturbance in GMU 329.  Too many people are using the roads year-round and many go cross-country.  Elk are pushed outside the unit 
or to areas where people don't frequent.  Need more enforcement.  I see cross-country use often and I want to report it and something actually happen right then 
and there.  Elk that I have killed in GMU 329 have little to no fat.  Either pushed too much and/or poor feed.
NO MORE EAST/WEST  TAG BUT STATE WIDE
offer some youth cow tags on special days...i would be afraid to take my kids out during the regular season war...
Open elk season in Mid to late November for modern firearm season.
open elk season on saturday and make the taking of antlerless(cow) elk legal monday and the rest of the elk season.No more separate season for 
cow(antlerless) and bull during modern gun season
open more late season land for muzzle  loader elk hunting so we don't have to travel so far. gas is getting high.
open more units for muzzle loader late and early seasons
Open the toutle area up for a General Archery season for 3- point or better and cows.
Open up restricted areas because the hunting there is not going to get better. You are doing something wrong.
open up some blue mountain youth hunts for elk.
Open up Turnbull for controlled elk hunts.
Our bull to cow objectives are far too low.  It's time to start managing the animals, not people.  We have great habitat and genetics that could create amazing 
opportunities if we would wake up.

please consider a 5 year waiting period for anyone who draws a branched antler bull tag, does not matter if they were successfull or not on the last hunt drawn.
Please open more units to muzzleloaders so that there is more equity.  Specifically units 154 - 186, 346, 364, 520, 560, 618, 638, 673, and 681.  Also, please 
allow more late season opportunity for muzzleloaders in Eastern Washington, perhaps by permit only?
preferance point system should be modified to increase chance of drawing if applicant has the maximum number of points.
quit giving bull and buck tags to landowners to sell for personal profit like 40cattle co and buck run this is illegal and should be stopped
Quit with the choosing east or west side for general season!
Remove the East and West restrictions.  Allow an elk hunter to hunt on either side with the same elk permit.
Return GMU 388 to it's historic 588 designation so people in Klickitat County can hunt both GMU 388 and GMU 578.  Or, allow westside elk tags to be valid in 
GMU 388.
Same as above 2
same as above.
See above for deer
See above.
sell multi season tags. sell them as 1,2 or all three seasons. eliminate eastern or western
should include smaller bulls
Should not have to speify side of state. Make a state wide tag.
should reduce the fee for over 65 persons and have special areas for them.
since it is becoming increasingly dangerous with the cougar and bear populations, you should allow carring of a side arm in archery hunting uses only for 
defense. It cannot be used to shoot or kill the elk only preditors.
Stop cow hunts when the cows are pregnant. Hunt earlier.
tag should be statewide not devided by east/west
The clockem elk should only be a draw hunt as I think it would realy help this herd
the dfw say that there are too many elk in the mudflow area in the winter. i agree. but to rise the number of primits ( cow ) in areas 550 and 520. the elk from that 
area dont travel to the mudflow. for a elk to travel from the 550 to the mufolw it is about 25 miles. that means coming out of the snow and they traveling bake 
uphill throught the snow ( this year about 4 feet) to go back down to the flats (mudflow). sorry i live here and you dont see that. elk go down hill to get out of the 
snow. if you were to go there and spend a day in the summer you would maybe see 75 elk.
The muzzle loader hunters have a good season for elk.  However the unites they are given to hunt elk are marginal at best.  Please open more good units (on 
the westside) for muzzleloader early season.
The North Fork road of GMU 340 needs to be reopened.  This road was allowed not be maintained.  At least open the lower part of the road for hunting.  The 
closure of this road has created increased hunting pressure elsewhere in the Manashtash region.
The oppertunities for rifle hunter to drive on "private timber" company roads is unfair to the other weapons types. I understand Fire danger in the early season 
but most of the roads which are opened to rifle hunter to allow them access are quickly regated when the late primative seasons open= WHY??????
There are no youth hunts for elk at all on the eastside.There should be numerous special permit youth elk hunts.This should include all parts of the state.Atleast 
a couple in each GMU that open early and stay open late.This also increases revenue..
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There should be more landowner permits for harvesting problem animals with the stipulation of one permit per an individual only every 3 years.
We all disagree with a few rouge indians takingmore than their fair share of the herd so a few rules need to be discussed with the Yakima nation like no hunting 
on the game reserve and they could receive some big bull permits to issue to tribe members
We need more muzzleloading opportunities for elk in the Blue Mountains.
we need much stricter enforcement of party hunting or "bear" hunting without a valid elk tag
We need to get some sort of a handle on tribal hunting. Where I live they are not responsible hunters and they are not held accountable, even by their own so 
called laws.
When drawing a special bull permit for elk some permits should have antler restrictions ie: at least 6 points on one side.
would like permit drawings earlier so that I could scout more before hand
You can't kill all your spikes and expect to have a good bull to cow ratio.  I think you would have better luck getting bull populations up if it were switched to 4 
point or better.  Lets be honest, big bulls don't get big by being dumb and the odds of a 4 point lasting a couple of hunting seasons is better than a dumb spike 
looking at you waiting to be shot.
A permit drawing to allow archery hunters to hunt 1 more week til the end of September on the Clearwater and Goodman units. 5 point restriction.If drawn they 
can't hunt the first week of regular season.  Not to many quality hunts are available for archery on westside.
Access to private land during hunting seasons should be a priority for WDFW.  The expanded use of "Eyes in the Woods" type programs for gate control should 
be considered and offered up to major hunting groups in the state.  For example, have the Washington State Bowhunters sponsor gate management during the 
modern firearms season, and vise versa.
add youth hunts and more multiseason tags
all elk seasons should be pushed back to be later in the year.
ALLOW MORE BULL TAGS FOR MUZZLELOADERS,IN COMPARISON,THERE ARE TOO MANY OPPERTUNITIES  FOR MODERN HUNTERS
Alternate point restictions every three years, ie: spike only for three years, then three point or better for three years.
An extened archery season would allow a better success rate for hunters using "Traditional" equipment, i.e. recurves and longbows.
An increase in elk tags in the blues this past year has made me ask Why in my head have so many muzzleloader tags in a trophy area been givin out with 
limited increase in archery tags.  Also what is the cause for the increase.  Perhaps you could make a regs that you sell that gives justifications for changes 
letting people know that this wasnt an opinion that made the change yet science did.  However you would have to use science then and this might be to large of 
a leap.
Archery elk season should open one week earlier than at present.
Archery elk tags should be state wide.
Archery hunting should be allowed within all no-shooting zones for all counties.
Bring back Archery Cow Hunting in the Clocum
close more roads to discourage road hunting
colockum archery should be open for spike/antlerless
Control the elk with a set number of over the counter tags and special permit tags.
Don't make hunters choose east or west.  Lengthen rifle season.
Eliminate all over the counter elk tags in high presure areas.  Make them draw only any bull 5 points or more or cow.
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the males fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of and 
developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Expand archery bull permit levels so success rates equal out with muzzleloaders and modern firearms.
extend the season to be longer in the Yakima area and start one week later.
for the limited entery archery tag for bulls change to any elk the harvest will still be low.
general late seasons for big game archery and muzzleloader
Get rid of the east/west elk tags in the late archery season.  This would help to spread out hunters and make for a quality hunt.
get rid of westside...eastside archery tag sales......now please...
Get sorted out with the Indians. The Treaty of 1855 means they have the same rights, not special rights for hunting and fishing. They can buy licenses too for 
that matter.
give out more quality youth hunts for elk. there currently is no youth bull tags on the west side, and the cow tags available have worse odds than the regular rifle 
cow tags do.
Give the late season Toutle unit antlerless permit hunt back to the muzzleloaders with same number of permits now given to the rifle hunters. For years the 
muzzleloaders competed for five or ten permits in this area and then when the number was increase they lost the hunt to modern firearm hunters. If the elk.
Hunter over a certian age (70)should automatically be given more points for all special permits.
I think some public land hunting areas should have a quota limit of hunters. The Colockum area 328 & 329 and Manashtash gets overwhelmed!
I would like to see more units open up for general season muzzleloader.
I would like to see special permit options for muzzleloaders and modern firearm in bear river unit     681.
I'd lake to see some either sex muzzleloader elk hunts
If drawn for a special permit for bulls, allow the hunt to go later, not earlier.
Increase archery and muzzleloader open units.
Increase the boundary of the Toutle Unit on the north to go down to the Toutle River.
I've had on two occasions were animals were run into the deep canyons prior to hunts, fine if there on the Elk fence, but not so when you normally hunt +1 mile 
from roads/other hunters. Start managing elk for hunting and not just for elk.
Loss of habitat is a key issued that has developed from the lack of Forest Management. Herd size and stregth is reducing from lack of forest management. The 
WDFW should be working cloer with The Forest Service and large land owners to ensure proper habitat management.
Many of the herds in the state cannot support general seasons, even spike only. Make herds in the Blue mountains, Colokum and other sensitive areas, hunting 
by permit only (antlered and antlerless). This would allow people a quality hunt every couple of years without the crowds. Years not drawn they could hunt an 
area with a general season.
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more blue moutain big bull permits
more branch antlered permits for Rimrock area
more branched bull permits for youth
More bull hunts in the drawing
More game units open for Muzzleloader seasons
More late muzzeloader on the east side on public lands in places where there are elk. also make the muzzeloader season start earlier. For the areas 
surrounding the hanford reach change it back to any elk starting september 6 instead of antlerless only.
More muzzleloading apportunities.
move modern season back by 6 weeks
Never allow rifle hunters to hunt bull elk during the rut.  It is unsportmen-like and unfair for the elk.  My little 5 year old brother could go out and kill and big bull 
during the rut with a rifle.  I could have killed every bull I saw with a rifle when i was drawn for a branched antler archery permit.   I think the little naches draw 
from oct 1-10 is pushing it, even if it was for muzzel loaders only.
Oak Creek Game range (Bethel Unit), need to develop food plots for elk, so elk are less reliant on feeding bales of alfalfa. Safety Zones would be perfect for 
food plots because deer and elk are smart enough to feed at night when hunting seasons are in progress.
Offer more juveniles a chance to receive a permit
Our elk in 113 cannot afford a large wolf population. They stuggle as it is............
over the counter multi-season tags
Please consider more youth hunts for elk.  The number is currently very low, and youth have greater odds putting in for the regular permits.
Provide a longer early archery season for elk in northeastern Washington.
Restrict the number of big bull permits in areas where there are a lot of spike bulls. Big bulls do the breeding. When spikes breed cows due to a lack of big bulls, 
the quality of the elk in total goes down. Expand the number of spike permits.
Same with the elk, If you get a big bull permit, you should have to wait 2-3 years before applying again. I know several people who have gotten drawn twice now 
and I still haven't gotten drawn for a big bull permit
See above.
three year wait and ghost tag applications after drawing a special hunt tag.
We have a real problem with elk in the Snoqualmie-North Bend area.  You should start a special hunt to manage this herd.
Westside elk is 3 point min and East side elk is spike only. Why the difference and from what I have seen the 3-point min on the west side is far more effective 
at retaining quality genetics and mature bulls than is the spike only method. I feel if the east side is that far off in producing quality mature bulls then close it all 
together for general season and go to permit only for any bull.
Westside Elk muzzleloader units should only be for a maximum of 5 years, then change to a new unit!
With all due consideration to the WDFW, all the number crunching, assessments, questionaires, experiments and surveying can be done to improve the game 
management of Washington State. And I don't like to point fingers, but until something is done about native americans' lack there of for hunting seasons and 
killing of big game at will, isn't all of this kind of disheartening in a way for the outdoorsmen of Washington State?WORK OUT SOMETHING WITH THE PRIVATE TIMBER COMPANIES TO ALLOW BETTER ACCESS FOR PEOPLE WHO DRAW EARLY SEASON 
ARCHERY AND MUZZLELOADER ELK TAGS FOR TOUTLE AND MARGARET UNITS. HUNTING ONLY THE FRINGES OF THESE UNITS DRASTICALLY 
REDUCES THE CHANCE OF HARVESTING A TROPHY ANIMAL AFTER WAITING MANY YEARS FOR THE TAG.         QUIT FEEDING THE ELK IN THE 
TOUTLE RIVER VALLEY. THIS IS NOT A GOOD THING NO MATTER HOW LOUD THE PUBLIC OUTCRY GETS. YOU KNOW IT AND I KNOW IT. LET 
NATURE TAKE ITS COURSE.        STOP URBAN GROWTH ALONG THE UPPER LEWIS RIVER AND SURROUNDING AREAS. THIS IS PUSHING ELK 
OUT OF NATURAL WINTERING AREAS.         DON'T GIVE OUT HUNDREDS OF ANTERLESS ELK TAGS THAT ARE VALID DURING THE GENERAL 
MODERN FIREARM SEASON. I UNDERSTAND THE REASON FOR THESE TAGS, BUT BELIEVE THERE SHOULD BE A SEPARATE SEASON. THE 
COWEEMAN UNIT LAST YEAR SOUNDED LIKE A WAR ZONE WITH PEOPLE SHOOTNG COWS IN EVERY OTHER CLEAR CUT. IT DIDN'T EVEN FEEL 
SAFE!
Work with land owners so hunters can access high population units.
work with timber companies to increase gate closures during modern firearm elk seasons to reduce pressure on herds during modern firearm season.
Would like to see more regualtion on native slaughters.  We know it happens, but nobody stops it.  Why are carcusses allowed to lay and rot for sport because 
they are native?  They should be regulated also, during these hunts.
3911 problem elk. Master hunters are honered to hunt AUG 1st to OCT 24 and may purchase a 2nd elk tag for that area. Problem is if the boundry was 
expanded to reach these animals,there would be more of a harvest and less problem for the rancher/farmer.
Add Youth special permits
all elk seasons should be pushed back to be later in the year.
Bethel Unit GMU 360, should have more any bull permits for modern firearm season. Over my 8 years of applying I have not been selected for any bull permit 
and I have see at least 20-40 bulls every year. I have passed up on 2 legal spikes and would like to get a big bull in the Bethel unit.
Better land access for Master Hunters during the January cow permit hunts.  More cow elk permits for Master Hunters.  Allow camping and horse retreval of 
game in the Loo Wit special permit areas.
colockum archery should be open for spike/antlerless
Do more permit only unit in the state.
Eliminate the spike only elk hunts.  go to a draw system for any bull.      Stop the unregulated killing of Elk by the Indians.
Get this native american big bull poaching problem under control.
Give back the late archery elk hunt in the Puyallup unit.
I have only seen one in nature magazines or on nature T.V. and that's the only way they should be seen.
I think it all comes down to better management on both sides of the fence not just one side.
I would like to be able to put in for elk permits in E. Wash. with a W. Wash tag. I don't mind not being allowed to hunt on that side of the state in general season 
but I'd sure like to be able to put in for the big bull permits. Margaret and Toutle are overrated. Big time.
I would like to see a late muzzle elk hunt in the bumping and bethel areas.
If the Mt. St. Helens herd can withstand all these additional permits why then were so few issued in years past. Is the game dept looking long term or is this 
going to be feast then famine for the permits available? Better a 30% reduction in the level of permits now then an 80 or 90% reduction three years from now.
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Increase trophy elk tag fee and add funds to habitat
Longer seasons including all 3 seasons should be allowed. 3 point or better statewide except in special draw instances.
More game units open for Muzzleloader seasons
More management for quality/trophy animals in select areas.
No hunting.
open the toutle unit to a general season
put out more special permit options
re-open baiting and hound hunting to reduce the number of predators, and stop the indians from poaching.  Reduce the amount of permits for non-residents like 
every other western state.
Return anterless elk oppurtunity for the archery season in GMU 335 Teanaway.
See above.
Seems we keep reducing herd size because of human sprawl,  That needs to come to an end and we need to try tto keep what we have.
Should not be restricted to eastern or western, open to entire state.
Special permit applicants should be able to apply for both western and eastern permit hunts.
stop making hunters choose between eastern and western WA.  let us pick hunt on either side of the state.
Stop segretating hunters by age, or hunter education status etc for special permit hunts. We all pay the same fees and should all be allowed to put in for all 
available permits. Separating permits by user groups is good, but within those user groups it should be fair for all involved. I have a strong feeling that alot of you 
in the WDFW are none hunters or anti hunters. The ridiculouos ideas you come up with and/or allow others to convince you to move forward with along with the 
red herrings you scatter through these very surveys show me and everyone I know that something is very wrong in your department. If you were all hunters and 
cared about the majority of hunters in this state you would hold yourselves to a higher standard.
Thank you for attempting to maintain sustainable numbers. I appreciate your efforts. Less.. indian... poaching...
The modern season for elk on the east side is too early.  Move the eastern modern season back to November.  There will be a chance of migrating elk in 
November.
The West side of the state is thick with elk, but all of the roads get closed to the public. Weyerhauser owns a lot of land around Mt. St. Helens, and most of the 
best elk hunting in the state is on their property. Also, allow more permits into the Margaret unit and definately open up the Loo Witt unit for permit hunting. To 
many elk and dieing from starvation. I have done the game checks as part of my Master Hunter plan and have seen it first hand. Hunting will move the elk 
around and keep them out of this area that they over graze.
this is only the 2nd year i've hunted elk, it all seems good so far
This years regulations for muzzleloaders allows special permits for 15 anterless elk tags in GMU 178 Peola.  The problem is they are only available as second 
tags for master hunters.  I hunt this area for mutiple seasons when drawn and have access to private land. The only muzzleloading opportunity is the one big bull 
permit.  Is this an oversight on the departments part or just a special club for the master hunters?
We need more opportunity to hunt elk during the general modern firearm Elk season. 9 days is an aweful short time to stick 40,000 hunters in the woods. I think 
that special antlerless permits should be available that someone doesn't have to use their 5-10 preference points on just to put meat in the freezer.
3911 problem elk, If ranchers/farmers that have problem elk would submit a name/number to be reached  who has problem elk? where do they live? how do I 
contact them?     its like the earth having a hole in the ocean floor,I can fix it, I have a cork, but where do I go?
all elk seasons should be pushed back to be later in the year.
bring back modern firearm deer and elk overlap in Manastash unit.  made for a great weekend.
Bull permits in the Blue Mtns should remain low to ensure a quality experience--2008 permit numbers are way too high!  Increase application fee to $25 and set 
aside $10 to an endowment allowing the use of interest only for management of elk.  This will provide an indefinite funding source for the species in about 10 
yrs.
Change the permit system so you can apply state wide before you select east or west.  Once you know what permits you got or didn't get, you can decide where 
to hunt...

Check the harvest data to adjust the permit levels in each user groups.It seems that the muzzleloaders get less permits each year for bulls and more for cows.
colockum archery should be open for spike/antlerless
Create a new GMU that comprises the western halfs of GMU's 335 and 336, with anterless and spike limits during archery season and an any bull permit that 
corresponds to the general archery season. This new GMU could be called Snoqualmie Pass and would recognize the differnent herd dynamics that exist in the 
area as compared to the large herds that typify the eastern halves of these units. The herd dynamics along the entire cascade crest is unique, thats one reason I 
want to see the east/west choice go away.
divide eastern washington into multiple areas as in the past, C, Y, B
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the males fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of and 
developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Eliminate the master hunter program
Have deer and elk season overlap for one weekend for modern firearm
I think the WDFW should assure that only those receiving damage control payments for elk damage have opened their land to hunting by the general population. 
Of course, weapon restrictions, numbers allowed, when and where, ect would be a landowner decision but to allow them to sell permits to the highest bidder or 
only to relatives or friends should not be allowed when payments are made for damage.
Modern firearm Eastern Elk general season should start on November 1st and end on November 9th.
More game units open for Muzzleloader seasons
Private landowners should be required to chase herds off thier land during hunting seasons.  It is crazy yo see a herd of elk standing in a field during open 
seasons and private landowners using this as their own private meat locker.
See other answers.
youth hunt 1st year in St. Hellens mud flow from Sep 1st- Jan 31st any elk
Youth should have more special opportunities
add or move general and permit archery elk season 2 or more days later.
all elk seasons should be pushed back to be later in the year.
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colockum archery should be open for spike/antlerless
do not issue "any bull" permits for the tree farms in unit 149 unless they are willing to open these farms to the public.
Give more permits in different area's to the disabled
How about springing some more money for extra enforcement agents in the field.  We never see them out there and we know many violations are occuring.  We 
know they are spread to thin to be an effective deterent.
I should be abe to buy an elk tag for the state and hunt anywhere, with the appropriate weapon for the timing  and location until I am successful that season
less general hunts more permits
More game units open for Muzzleloader seasons
Offer more branch antler tags for Muzz and Archery in the Blue Mountains.  Take away some off the rifle if necessary
Pick a biological philosophy and stick with it. Either spikes are inferior and you want to get rid of them or they are young and you want to protect them.
Same as above.
The point system should be analized to check and see if the number of points each hunter has is accurately being weighed in the drawing porcess.
all elk seasons should be pushed back to be later in the year.
Allow for more permit applications
colockum archery should be open for spike/antlerless
Eliminate the "rut season" hunts. Let the males fight it out for passing on the best genes possible. Manage the heard like it's a resource to be taken care of and 
developed, not raped for the dollars of selling as many tags as possible.
Have deer and elk season overlap for one weekend for modern firearm
If the WDFW dosent want to manage elk in Okanogan Co then take off the short season and allow for a 3month long season.  Or better yet manage them and 
grow the current population to a healthy state because the Elk Foundation in this area is one of the best supporters in the Nation and we would hate to loose that 
support($).  Its a shame to have one of the best chapters in the Nation in Okanogan County and not have the support from the Game Dept. to have elk here.  
Think about it.
Increase archery oppertuinity around problem agriculture areas.
Make additional branch antler bull tags available for raffle permits.  Might want to draw for sub-areas - Blue Mountains, clockum
More game units open for Muzzleloader seasons
See previous comments.
The department needs to work with farmers to help make food plots for our Elk herds, which are very much needed to support healthy Elk population in 
Washington. Food plots are the key to heathy, big Elk herds. Safety Zones with food plots are the perfect combination to protect and increase our Elk herds.
WE NEED MORE NATURE BULL IN GAME 681 & 684
all elk seasons should be pushed back to be later in the year.
Close as many roads as you can. Your studies show that it is the most effective way to improve big game numbers.
close more roads
colockum archery should be open for spike/antlerless
More game units open for Muzzleloader seasons
Same as above.
STATE WIDE TAGS
Elk are scattered in okanogan no herds to speek of so I gave up hunting them a long time ago
late elk season are not right in dec elk are down to winter  as well as deer to much presure from hunting sept to dec game needs to reserve body fat after dec 
1st weak animals make way for diease  lots of animals get pushed back this winter was long hard and cold
WESTSIDE BULL HUNTING 1X1 BULL ONLY. COW HUNTING BEFORE BULL SEASONS 5X5 PERMIT ONLY
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Additional Comments - Equipment
"In-Line" muzzleloaders should be illegal
100% copper bullets should be encouraged for muzzloader
All hunters should be given equal chances in each GMU.  Closing to one hunter does not seem fair. Close to all, rotate, or manage the number of permits for 
each.
Allow archery hunters to carry a pistol for protection. Poachers will poach, regardless of the law. Concealed weapons permit holders cannot even carry a pistol 
while archery hunting, which is inconsistent with our state and federal laws.
Allow archery hunters to carry pistols.  Archery equipment is an offensive/stealth weapon and is of little use in self defense against a bear/cougar or criminal.  
Especially important as the number of women hunters (alone in woods) increases.
allow breech loading; loose projectile, loose black powder/substitute cap fired rifles. eg: Sharps during muzzleloader season.
Allow carrying of sidearm while Archer hunting for Deer.
Allow expandable broadhead similar to neighboring state regulations.
Allow expandable broadheads for archery.
Allow expandable broadheads for Archery.  Remove the 6grns per pound of draw for minimum arrow weight language.  Simplifiy minimum total arrow weight for 
species. 300grns min for deer, and 400grns for Elk
Allow expandable broadheads. They are more accurate and technology has made them extremely effective.
Allow Expandable tips for Archery
allow hand gun for protection(archery)
Allow hunters to choose to hunt various seasons on animal tag until it is filled or final season is over. Do not make hunters chose modern firearms, archery or 
muzzeloader when purchasing tag. Have hunters report which season animal was taken in.
allow illuminated nocks on arrows for archery season
Allow lighted nocks for Archery equipment. I dont see any benifit other then finding the arrow after the shot. its nice to recover the arrow and see if your shot was 
true or if you need to give the animal more time. even if you draw blood or not. Ther even helpful for trail makers if you leave to get help and easy to find when 
you comeback. same as the legel nocks but with a light in it.
Allow lighted or tracer nocks for archery they would aid in the recovery of the arrow and animal. Allow 209 primers for muzzleloaders. Allow .223 caliber for deer 
size game during modern firearm seasons at least for youth hunters.
allow muzzleloader hunters to use fixed power scopes on their rifles but place a limit on the magnification such as 1.5x or 2x
allow open, peep, and telescopic (scope) sights on muzzle loading rifles, no electronic sights.
allow scopes and jacketed bullets.
allow side arm during bow season
Allow the 209  caps and allow a scope on the muzzel loader gun
Allow the use of scopes and jacketed bullets for muzzel loaders. You would still have the shorter range capabilities and less loss of animals.
Allow the use of the most modern and sophisticated muzzleloaders and archery equipment, including expandable broadheads and illuminated arrow nocks 
allowing for better game and arrow retrieval.
Allow unrestricted crossbow usage during archery seasons for all hunters. States in which restrictions have been removed have shown no adverse reactions to 
the resource and will allow the expansion of hunting opportuinities. This is especially true in the senior population who have difficulty using high draw-weight 
bows as they age but with the accessories available for crossbows this problem is much less impacting and will allow continuation of the enjoyment of the 
resource for a longer period.
Allow up to a 4X fixed power scope for muzzule loader rifles. One who can focus on there taget is more ethical than pointing and shooting.
Allowing a wider range of ammunition and types of firearms to the muzzleloader requirements seems sensible to me.
Archery season is extended too long.  Shorten it to 10 days same as muzzelloader.  They have prime hunting and longer seasons consistently every year. Make 
them hunt for the animal not set and wait.
Bowhunters using traditional  archery equipment (longbow or recurve bow) versus modern  archery equipment (bows that provide a reduction in draw weight at
full draw) as a whole tend to invest more time and energy into gaining and maintaining proficiency with their choice of equipment which is effective at harvesting 
game, but at greatly reduced shooting distances compared to "modern" archery equipment (and *all* firearms).  Extended hunting opportunities for bowhunters 
who elect to use "traditional" archery equipment should be made available that they could spend more time in the field without significantly impacting game 
populations.
Change limitations on ignition systems for muzzleloaders
Create a second category of lead shell pocession versus use when hunting waterfowl.  The increase in penalty for hunting waterfowl with lead was a good idea, 
but because possession of lead carries the same penalty, it creates the possibility of a hunter who inadvertantly has lead in his possession (ie: a shell in his 
pocket, or one that mixed in with his steel shells) being severly prosecuted for an honest mistake.
Current Archery regulations do not allow electronic equipment on the bow or arrow.  When using fiber optic pins in heavy cover, ground blinds, or on cloudy days 
it is hard to see these pins.  Consider allowing an artificial light source to internally light the fiber optic coils to intensify pin brightness.
Currently, archery hunters are not allowed to carry a side arm while hunting. This law needs to change, for the safety of the hunters in the wilds. Not just 
because of the wild animals, but the increasing issue of meth labs and other drug operations in our woods. Poachers will poach, no matter what. This law only 
hurts our law abiding citizens. Concealed weapons permit holders can carry a hand gun in the woods if they are not hunting, but if they have a bow, they cant. 
This makes no sense.
cut back on bow hunting season
Develop a better transport tag. Like what the state of Alaska uses; a zip lock style tag to avoid it becoming lost in travel.
Do not permit in-line muzzle loaders or pelletized powder to be used for big game
Don't give hunters too much of an edge - it is called "hunting".  Keep equipment basic, limit technology that increases harvest.
Due to the increase in Bear and Cougar population I think it is time for this state to allow archery hunters the option of carrying a side arm for personal 
protection.  We would like the option of protecting ourselves during field dressing and meat prep in the wild. Archers need a little close up protection a bow won't 
give.  Un-ethical hunters will always find thier way to breaking law.
Due to the increase of crime and drug activity in the rural areas as well as the danger of cougar encounters, allow archery hunters to carry a sidearm of self 
defense caliber and barrel length. In other words no scoped or rifle caliber handguns. This is a concern for many of us archery hunters. We are not wanting an 
advantage in taking game, rather we are concerned for our own safety.
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Eliminate muzzloding season. Modern muzzleloders should hunt in the regular season.
Eliminate the scope ban on muzzeloaders .. Elder hunters need it ..Muzzeloaders should have the same rights to hunt as the modern hunters .. Meaning to hunt 
the entire state as do the modern .. Don't understand why you penalize the archer and the muzzeloader .. They are at a disadvantage .. Modern hunters can kill 
at 600 yards .. Primitive hunters can't .. And there 15 times as many modern hunters also.We need to be more fair with the alotted time to hunt ... Muzzeloaders 
pay for their license the same as the modern hunters ,but are penalized by restricting by both time and area to hunt .. Lets let them hunt the same as moderns 
do .. Anywhere they want to state wide .. Thanks
Equalize all hunting oppurtunity for muzzeloader hunters throughout the state. Allow hunting in more GMUs as is for modern and archery hunters.
Expanable broadheads should be allowed to hunt big game with.  Electronic equipment should be rewrote to allow lighted noks and camera to be attached to 
your bow.  Why was archery left off this survey?
expand the muzzleloader seasons and units
Flintlock Seasons please
Have archery season during ELK rut and change whatever other season you have to to make it work.
Have units that are open to archery only during general season for elk and deer.
Hunting all 3 seasons would be beneficial to the state in so many ways and it would really benefit the avid hunters out here who really do love just being in the 
woods observing nature and having a chance to harvest a trophy. The short seasons right now do not give the ethical hunter the option of passing on the 
smaller animals. That's a big part of the reason that trophy opportunities are limited in WA. Look at all the extra money the state could draw in.
Hunting with muzzleloaders during the muzzleloading season should be restricted to PRIMITIVE weapons and equipment. Use Oregon, Idaho or Colorado as 
examples. PLEASE, bring back our primitive hunt.
I believe a great way to increase muzzle loader participataion would be to incorporate many changes to the weapons allowed. I have experienced west side 
hunting in the late season and I might as well bring a club because after 5 minutes in the downpour, that is all my muzzle loader can be used for.
I fear the increasing use of technology in hunting. It could become more like a video game than a primal experience. With satellite images, GPS, ATVs, laser 
rangefinders, rifles that shoot 600 yards, infrared sensors, trail monitoring cameras, walkie talkies, hearing aids, electrical calls, and night vision a hunter can 
remove much of the concept of fair chase.
I still like the idea of a general statewide tag for deer/any weapon.
I strongly oppose the firearms restriction area currently in place for Skagit County, as it includes Cypress Island. Getting to Cypress is a major hassle, which 
makes it a great place to hunt. If you need more people to hunt there, as you have for the last three years due to increased deer populations, the last thing you 
want to do is make it hard to hunt there. That restriction needs to go away. The brush is dense enough to stop bullets, and ricochets are not a problem.
I think it would be benificial to allow the use of one power scopes on muzzle loading rifles. It would mainly be to help those of us that have aging eyes and have 
trouble focusing on open sights. This type of scope wouldn't give you any magnification benefit and could possibly cut down on the number of wounded and lost 
game.
I think that crossbows should be given consideration as they are in ither states
I think that some consideration should be given to changing the rule that it is legal to hunt big game with a handgun that isn't capable of being considered ethical 
to hunt with; for instance a 9mm with a 4" barrel should not be legal as it is way lacking is power.

I would like to highly suggest that archery hunters be allowed to carry a side arm while in the field, for personal protection, not for dispatching animals. I am a 
concealed weapons permit holder, and currently, I am not allowed to protect myself from animals or people while hunting with archery equipment. Last year I 
had a black bear within 20 yards come at me while I was elk hunting. I had no way of defending myself, other than the bow and a knife. Luckily, it did not attack.
I would like to see crossbows legal for deer hunting.
I would like to see more oppertunitys and longer seasons for Muzzle loaders.
I would like to see muzzle loader season remain a primitive weapon season.
I would like to see muzzleloader kept a primitive hunt as it was intended
I would support a traditional archery season opening 1 week prior to the standard season. I also would support the use of expandable broadheads due the 
improved chance for a humane kill.
IF NON-TOXIC BULLETS AND SHOT BECOME A REQUIREMENT, WHAT HAPPENS TO THE MUZZLELOADER  REQUIREMENTS?
keep muzzleloader equipment primative
Keep muzzleloader hunts primative, with no modern bullets, powders or sights.
Keep muzzleloaders primative
legalize the use of noise suppressing device on firearms in turn helping with hunter hearing safety and use in urban areas and the complaint of noise.
limit number of pins on archery sights to 5.   7 pins ranging from 30 to 90 is unethical at best.
make a lighted nock legal on arrows. (luminoks,tracer nock)
Make arrow weight 5 grains per pound legal.
Muzzle loader season should remain somewhat primative.  Require the exposed pivoting hammer.  The high power inline rifles can be used during the modern 
season.
Muzzle Loaders should be able to use modern bullets.  This would lessen the amount of wounded and lost game.  No matter the bullet, a muzzle loader still has 
the same range limitations.  As far as the ignition system goes, misfires are part of the game and the current system should not change.  Same for the sights, 
no change.
Muzzleloader should get back our late ELK hunt in the little naches unit.
Muzzleloaders are waepon that loads from the muzzle,uses a traditioanal cap,and uses iron sights. The caliber should be less restrictive and the bullet weight 
and energy should be more important.
Muzzleloaders I would like to use a scope
Muzzleloaders need more public lands to hunt on in the late season. Most of the areas near spokane are private lands. For example keep area 124 east and 
west of 395 open for late muzzle loader season also 111, 117 & 121. Muzzleloaders in Eastern Washington need more choices for late hunt!
MUZZLELOADERS NEED TO STAY THE WAY THEY ARE NOW. OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT AS WELL BE A RIFLE.
Muzzleloaders should be kept primative! No sabots, scopes, shotgun primers, or non-granulated powders!
Muzzleloaders should be required to use traditional equipment only, even more so than the present rules.  Today's muzzleloaders are nearly as accurate and 
effective as modern rifles, but they get special seasons when the game is more vulnerable.
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Please consider some limits on equipment or perhaps for any expanded seasons or units.  For instance, the traditional seasons for several units that was 
broached several years ago was a step in the right direction.  Limit modern firearms to open sights only, muzzleloaders to cap, flint, match, or wheel lock with 
lead only bullets, and recurve or longbows only.
Please include some guidance regarding the use of air rifle for taking small game.
Please keep the muzzleloader seasons as it was originally intended to be - PRIMITIVE. I can live with in-lines, but maintain existing equipment restrictions.
Please update the mozzleloader to cover at least most of the modern day equipment. I don't hunt with one, but it is only fair that these people have the same 
chance as the rest ot the hunters.

restrict modern firearm hunting.  I know this is politically a hotbed but if hunters were required to use more primitive weapons it would greatly inhance the hunting 
experience and opportunity for all.  I'm a disabled hunter and I still have alot of opportunity when using a bow.  It does require more dedication and education but 
the experience of hunting is more enjoyable.  With the increase in housing and human population, it is becoming necessary to restrict some of our technology.  I 
see no reason to have a rifle that will kill at 600 yards.  Lets start making our hunters hunt instead of merely driving down a road and killing an animal.
scopes should be allowed on muzzleloaders & 209 primers also.
Should be able to use 209 primers and also scopes
Some/all archery areas should be limited to traditional archery equipment only. Modern archery equipment should be used in the modern/firearm seasons.
Special Permit holder for muzzleloader hunts should have a longer or separate week to hunt without overlapping the general muzzleloader hunt...like a week in 
September.
The 7 grains per pound of pull for archery equipment needs to be reconsidered.  The speed of new bows and the advancement in technology makes this rule 
out dated.  Back in the 80's and 90's this may have been needed for penetration, however new bows do not have this issue.  The difference in kinetic energy 
calculations is negilgilble at that point due to the speed of the arrow.  Having an arrow 50 grains light may reduce the KE by about 2 pounds.  You have to have 
a balane of speed and energy, but that needs to be decided the hunter for the type of equipment they are shooting.  Responsible bow hunters know their 
equipment and what they need to make a shot.  Blanketing everyone with the same rule is out of date.  Montana, for instance, does not have this requirement 
and it works just fine.
the muzzeloader seasons are a joke
The object of any hunter is to kill an animal as quickly as possible ,jacketed bullets for muzzlleloaders/open on impact broadheads with a 2 inch cut   on bows 
shooting on 63 LBS. or better, anything to kill quicker.
The prohibition on expandable broadheads for deer is utterly baseless and ridiculous.  I had to switch back to fixed blades after moving here from Colorado and 
it felt like I was being victimized by misperception.  Expandables fly truer and result in greater accuracy yielding more effective shot placement, and therefore 
support humane harvest.  If I could change one rule in Washington, this would be it.  Please use common sense and allow expandables - they are safer and 
more effective!!!
The requirement for wearing hunter orange should be dropped.  The decision to wear hunter orange should be left up to the indivual based on need. I hunt in 
rural areas where the density of hunters is very low.
There are too many restrictions on muzzleloaders.
Two big game seasons only: archery and firearm.  Eliminate muzzleloader.  Firearm would include rifle, muzzleloder and shotgun for big game.
Washington has fallen behind the industry and the rest of the country in Muzzle Loader technology. It is getting near impossible to purchase a new Muzzle 
Loader that meets these out dated requirements.
WDFW should really consider the different gear types individually. Archery isn't like gun hunting. While it requires specifically looking at changing the entire 
scheme of what our regulations look like, the times we need are not specifically addressed. Why do we wait until September 1st? Why not August 15th so we 
can take our kids with us for the experience.
We need to figure out how to better control of the illegal use of ATV's.  (Traveling where they are not supossed to be.  One solution is to add the reporting and 
conviction of these instances to the bonus hunter points program.    This problem seems to become worse each year.
Why was the use of  electronic calls outlawed for deer and elk. Were too many animals being killed? It should be allowed again
Would it be reasonable to offer a "muzzleloader season" as well as a "primitive weapon season" where muzzleloaders would include inlines with jacketed 
sabbots, pelletized powder, 209 primers and scopes. Primitive weapons would include any weapon available before a certain era, (say pre 1800's?).
You folks have addressed the muzzleloaders items that legal to use and not use . Why have the archers been given so much latitude in the equipment that the 
can use. Come to think of it, I don't believe the archers have any restrictions other than Cross Bows not being allowed. Let's keep in mind that these are both 
Primitive Weapons and to be used for primitive hunts. The Bow that the archers use is very far from primitive these days. I would appreciate this be addressed 
and some kind of comment be made somewhere.
209 primers should be allowed for muzzelloaders.  Being a bowhunter and a muzzelloader hunter the one big difference is every time I pull back my bow an 
arrow flies away.  With my muzzelloader, if its wet, I pull the trigger and nothing happens.  209 primers do not add to accuracy they just assure you that your 
weapon will fire.
A Primitive only season should be added on to the current archery season to allow hunters using recurves or longbows to have a greater chance at sucess.
Again, I ask that the department think of ways to expand the opportunities for people.  Open up muzzleloading to all the new equipment on the market.  It won't 
have much effect on the number of animals shot but it may add to the number of people that try it.  I would also ask that you consider allowing people to have 
both a muzzleloader tag AND a modern rifle tag.  It doesn't mean that everyone gets 2 deer or elk per year but it would increase the number of days available to 
hunt.  Increased days available means increased opportunities and increased tags sold.
Allow archery hunters to carry a sidearm.
Allow ATV use on National Forest roads.  Do not require helmets, but do require a driver's license.
Allow carrying of a sidearm while Archery Hunting for Elk.
Allow crossbows only to persons with disabilities that would prevent them from drawing and holding a current legal bow.
Allow electronic non projecting sights (red dots) and illumination of standard sights for archery equipment.
allow everyone to carry a hand gun (for their safety)
Allow expandable head with archery.
Allow for the use of Scopes on Muzzleloaders. No electronics.
Allow guns for protection from cougar in archery season Muzzle Loaders Guns are not available readily with percussion or flintcaps as required and they should 
allow 209 primers. Stay with open sights.
allow hand gun for protection(archery)
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Allow modern muzzle loader equipment; scopes, sabots, caps, etc.  It will allow for cleaner kills more often.  Create traditional hunts like Idaho for the purists.  
Open areas to ML other then depradation, close to people areas.  The current areas do not give much of a quality hunt choice.
Allow Muzzle loaders the use of 209 primers and scopes. Far less wounded animals being lost. Last year I personally found 4 dead ELK shot by muzzle loaders 
in the Randle area alone.
Allow muzzleloader hunters with vision problems to use glass sights or scopes.
Allow muzzleloaders to use scopes and protected primer caps
Allow open on impact braodheads.  The technology has come very far and is very reliable.  I have used them in other states with great success.  I have never 
lost an animal i have hit with an expandable broadhead.
allow purchase of archery or muzzleloader endorsement and let people to hunt the season that is open.
allow rifles and handguns for turkeys
Allow the use of fiber optic sights for archery hunting.
Allow the use of lighted knocks.  This gives the hunter no advantage but helps the hunter in identifying shot placement and retrieving your arrow.
allow the use of mechanical broadheads. the wound diamiter is often 1/2" to 1" greater than fixed blades
allow use of modern muzzleloading equipment , scopes ammunition
allowing scopes on muzzeloaders would increase muzzeloader partisipation
archers should be allowed to carry a firearm if they so desire.  it's called "the second amendment"
archery equipment should be allowed to be used during muzzloader season in firearm restricted areas
Archery equipment should include a scope
Archery hunters should be able to carry a handgun when hunting big game, like most other states. Offer a future free tag to responsible hunters, who turn in a 
violator. It would also give the archer, the same three shot, emergency help call if needed, as well as protection from a predator wanting his game meat!!! 
Require a concealed weapons license also!!
Archery season should start later.  We need to have the elk in full rut in order to locate and call then in close enough to get a shot.
Archery should be allowed to use electronic lighted nocks on there arrows.
better bullets and scopes for muzzleloaders.  there will be less animals lost do to poor hits.
Close more roads on state lands and emphasize no use of 4-wheelers on non-motorized road and trails. This is becoming a bigger problem each year, at least 
in the Manastash unit for deer and elk hunting.
Consder crossbow legality for disabled hunters.
cross bows are legal in many other states...why not here?
Current Archery regulations do not allow electronic equipment on the bow or arrow.   Consider allowing an artificial light source to internally light the arrow nock 
for recovery and flight performance while hunting.  Finding the arrow and determining the type of hit is instrumental in ethical game recovery.
Eliminate the choose a method requirement.  This doesn't seem to do anything but concentrate hunters into modern firearm season.  Additionally, we still only 
get one tag for harvest anyway.  This would allow hunters to spread out their hunting days in the field.  This would eliminate the multiple season permit hunts, 
but this opportunity could be made up through the use of 2nd antlerless deer permits.
Entertain the idea of special traditional archery hunts.  Also; Muzzleloading equipment is considered primative.  Keep It That Way!!
EXPANDABLE BROADHEADS,LIGHTED NOCKS THESE ARE JUST A FEW THINGS THAT NEED TO BE ADDRESSED. WITH TODAYS TECHNOLOGY 
WHY ARE WE NOT ALLOWED TO USE SOMETHING THAT CAN LEAD TO A MORE QUICK, AND CLEAN HARVEST? YOU ARE TAKING A LOOK AT 
DIFFERENT MUZZLELOADER TECHNOLOGY, WHY NOT ADRESS ARCHERY ALSO?
How has hounds, baiting, motion decoys etc etc all been deemed unsporting but electronic turkey calls are still allowed?
I could see scopes allowed for muzzleloaders, but not 'electronic' type sights/scopes. There were scopes used in the old days, and it is supposed to be a 
'primitive weapon' hunt.
I do not see why we cannot use some electric equipment in archery, I think if it give a better chance of a clean lethal shot that would be the best option.
i feel that if you opend up the restrictions on muzlloding you would see more people lean to that sport that modern fire arms
I get the feeling that the Game dept in Wa. thinks we are so stupid that if we had a scope on our muzzldrs we would shoot at game way past the range of our 
Rifles. Every one I hunt with knows the capability of their Weapon,and has no desire to wound Game. I don't think the same could be said of Rifle hunters. 
People from other States Think Wa. is a very backwards State. and out of date
I have a brother in law that is from Texas, and he tells me that he hunts with a crossbow, as he has a shoulder problem. I couldn't hunt with a bow for several 
years, and would have liked to have that choice, he say's they do this because of the deer are in developed areas and they don't want gun shots and problems 
they bring.
I like the regulations and restriction on primative equipment,(Archery-Muzzle loader) Technology is not helping, keep equipment primative and have more liberal 
seasons because it is more difficult to harvest.
I think you need to change the regulations pertaining to illuminocks and expandable broadheads. The illuminocks give you no advantage hunting, but would 
enable a hunter to see where he hit an animal better, to insure that he recovers his animal. Expandable broadheads are much improved from there earlier 
versions when they first came out. I think the WDFW should take a look at them closely, a lot of other states allow them and they fly just like field points.
I think you should allow telescopic sights on mussleloaders and any choice of ingnition systems.
I would encourage the WDFW to make cross bows legal for disabled hunters.
I would love to see WA state expand hunting opportunities to allow a hunter to hunt a species with multiple weapon choices.  For instance... a bow hunter 
unsuccessful in the early season could then purchase a permit to hunt with muzzle loader... etc.
In GMU 342 in pine canyon there are two groups of hunters during muzzle loader season. They work with spotters, radios, and four wheelers to herd the elk. I've 
been overran by them three consectutive years. I no longer hunt there. There is no chance for the real hunter. These groups are from about 6-12 people. They 
make a drive of the whole canyon, and others. They drive their four wheelers out on the points, well beyond the green dot roads. They wait for the radio call to 
move forward and intercept the elk. I hope this kind of activity is illegal. This definately isn't fair chase.
Increase the opportunity for Crossbow use

Is there a way to allow a person to archery hunt elk but muzzleload deer?  Why not help expand the hunters choice in their means of hunting.  You give them 
the chance to hunt two (2) different ways for two (2) different game animals in one year (they only have one year to do this).  This way a hunter can experience 
something new and maybe change to a new hunting style.  Only offer this to residents, not non-residents. What a way to expand our hunting options.
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Keep all hunting equipment ... archery, rifle, muzzleloader simple ... things are getting too complex and too deadly.  Lets leave some sport in hunting.  Make us 
work a little.  Less electronics, less lasers, less motors, less batteries, etc.    :-)
Keep all the forest roads open to motorcycles until the snow flies.
let archery and muzzleloader hunting be done with primative equiptment as originally intended. restrict the technology. NO crossbow hunting in Washington 
State!!!
LIGHTEN UP ON MUZZLELOADER RESTRICTIONS ON FIREARMS
Limit use of motorized ATV's on public lands
Muzzle Loaders: If people want to use the newer high tech, shotgun primered guns, then make them use them during modern firearm seasons. Keep the 
muzzleloader season for the pure meaning of the gun. Need to broadcast and publish what weapons qualify and which are not legal. Seems to be a lot of 
confussion by people, and more and more I am running into people with what I consider illegal firearms during the season, but they are convinced that they are 
legal.
Muzzleloader equipment should be maintained as an inferior method of hunting compared to modern by retaining the current restrictions regarding sighting and 
ignition. As a muzzleloader, I would also prefer to see even tighter restrictions in place on bullet composition. I believe if all of the available improvements to 
muzzleloaders were made available, the hunting opportunities would necessarily have to be reduced. I would prefer to have more opportunity and less 
technology. I would urge the commission to resist the trend of other states to modernize the muzzleloader thereby defeating the purpose.
Muzzleloaders are basiclly modern firearms there improvements or seasons need to be limited.
Muzzleloaders should be able to use all available technology and the season should run concurrent with modern firearms.
Need to have all special hunts, muzzleloader, archery, etc as weapons of that era, no compound bows, only short or long bows to go with special archery hunts. 
Muzzleloaders as they were in early 1800's.
No crossbow use in this state for anyone.  With adaptive archery equipment it's just not needed for disabled.
Not being able to hunt with 22 caliber center fire rifles needs to be reconsidered.  For deer, and 22-250, 223, 220 swift, will take a deer down with no problem.  
This would open up different types of rifles for younger hunters and women.
People who use traditional archery equipment (recurves, longbows, wooden arrows) should be allowed longer seasons for deer and elk that coincide with other 
general seasons or take place before or after them. These few would have to choose this restriction of equipment so that they could not use any other method of 
hunting during the year in which they purchased their traditional tackle licsense. No other methods of hunting would have to be affected. During gun seasons 
they would have to wear orange right along with everyone else. Statistics show that such a small percentage of the hunters that use traditional tackle are 
successful that allowing this extented season would not alter management goals in any significance. This would also be true because so few people would be 
willing to give up the option to use the more proficient equipment. The ones that are willing are wanting to be able to be out in the woods longer with bow in hand 
because its not necessarily about the kill, but the chase itself and the time spent outdoors. As far as safety goes as I stated earlier a person holding this licsense 
please allow black powder guns the use of a enclosed breech, 209 primers, pellet style powder, sabots, jacketed or solid alloy bullets, basically anything goes 
BUT keep the sight reqirements of open or peep sights the same.
Please consider adding the use of scopes for muzzleloaders, even if it is limited to a smaller magnification (i.e. 4X or less).  The idea is to make a well placed 
shot, not throw lead like some hunters end up doing.
please see comments made earlier in this survey regarding muzzleloading equipment.
Purchse of big game tag should alow for hunting during both archery and firearm season for the applicable game.

Quit giving archery such a sweetheart deal on seasons and EQUIPMENT, while giving the muzzleloader man nothing for seasons, and limiting his equipment.
Remove equipment Restrictions on muzzleloaders.
Remove the scope ban on muzzeloaders .. Most of the whole country has ..It's time for Washington to do so also ..
should be able to use any weapon to havest your game.
sight impared (prescription glass wearing individuals) muzzle loading hunters over the age of 50 years should be allowed to use scoped muzzle loaders when 
hunting big game
Stick with "Fair Chase" and do away with baiting, crossbows (that's not archery), electronics on blackpowder seasons.
take the equipment restrictions off the muzzleloaders most of the other states use the new primers scopes ect.
The archery seasons need to be in the rut for any species.
The more advances muzzleloaders and archery users start to utilize the fewer opportunities they should be allowed in either sex or early hunts.
The new muzzleloaders that are out now are way too advanced. Their season either needs to be included during the rifle season or the state needs to limit the 
type of equipment they can use during muzzloading season.
The Reason that was given to me for the favoritism  towards archers was they were using primitive equipment, and that  Modern rifles have many improvements 
that make them more lethal at long range. If you would read your history books long range shooting has been around for a long time., in fact they today, have 
shooting competition  at very long ranges with black power and open sites..  If you would check out the latest changes in archery equipment you will find that 
they have considerable increase in effective ranges with modern technology.
The use of personal atv's is a huge problem in the hunting seasons. There is no legal presence during the hunting seasons and the impacts to the camp 
grounds and walking trails needs to be addressed. Loss of vehicle is one option to be considered when not being used as a handicaped persons aid or for the 
retreaval of game. Get them out of the forest.
tighter restrictions on all weapons
To keep the primitive season from being further bastardized by the intrusion of weapons that are not bows, specifically the crossbow (being pushed currently by 
manufacturers for inclusion in archery season), redifine the crossbow as a modern firearms weapon so that people who have an urge to shoot one have a place 
to use it without further diminishing the spirit of bow season. This would also mesh with your need to find a way to have more urban deer taken by modern tag 
holders. The crossbow is perfect for someone who can accurately shoot a gun because it handles exactly the same way.
We really need to update our muzzleloader regulations to allow 209 primers and scopes.  And there should not be any consideration of outlawing the few things 
that make muzzleloaders remotely effective, like modern smokeless powder substitutes and sabots.  The mere fact that few people participate in muzzleloading 
tells you that something is wrong, and this is one of those things.  These weapons need to be made as feasibly deadly as possible, without of course making 
them repeaters -which is the essense of muzzleloading anyway - one shot, that's it.  Scopes and better ignition will make clean kills more feasible, will expand 
the sport to those that have poor eyesight, and will make hunting in horrible downpours more feasible.    Also, please authorize muzzleloader seasons in most if 
not all of the GMUs like you do for modern firearms.
Why are motorized decoys for waterfoul illeagle? The limits don't change when you them.
Why so many questions about muzzleloaders.  The lack of muzzleloaders hunting and applying for permits should indicate to you that no one really cares.
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with muzzle loaders being able to shoot acurately up to 150 yards now they should not be getting all the special hunts ahead of rifle and archery

With the lack of quality small caliber non-toxic bullets I'd like to see conventional bullets remain availible for predator hunting, bobcats,cyotes, cougar and bear.
You have drawn a line in the sand with muzzle loaders and wonder why you don't have a higher percentage of hunters using that method. Pelets, sabots and 
209 primers are not taking anything away from the hunt. Its not the season it the regulations.
allow 209 primers for  muzzleloader
Allow archery hunters to carry a handgun for the purpose of self-defense from methamphetamine makers and other weirdos in the woods. Specify some calibers 
allowed and make them illegal for the taking of game during the archery season. Taking a bear or cougar with a handgun during archery seasons should be 
legal in the rare case of self-defense or opportunity created by a gut pile from deer/elk.
Allow baiting, crossbows, night vision and thermal vision in all modern seasons STATEWIDE.
Allow carrying of a sidearm other than  a muzzleloader while muzzleloader hunting Deer or Elk.
Allow crossbow hunting
Allow glow knocks for archery
allow jacketed projectiles in muzzleloaders, allow optics.
Allow lighted arrow nocks that turn on when released. Helps with shot tracking in low light conditions and helps locate the arrow.
Allow modern Muzzleloaders
allow muzzle loaders to use modern style equipment as most other states. its better to make a quick humane kill than to wound a animal, and possibly never 
find it.
Allow scopes, jacketed bullets, 209 primer ignition and  closed breech muzzleloaders.
Allow the use of expandable broadheads.
ALLOW THE USE OF MODERN MUZZLELOADERS WITH SCOPES. THESE WEAPONS WOULD GET PEOPLE TO UTILIZE THE MUZZLELOADER 
SEASONS AND DECREASE THE PRESSURE ON THE MODERN FIREARM SEASONS.
allowing scopes on muzzeloaders would increase muzzleloader partisipation
Archery- expandable tips.
ATV's are a problems and we need to address it before it gets out of control. Oh wait it's already out of hand!
Black powder is out of control. There is very little difference between black powder equipment and modern rifle.
brass jacketed bullets should be used in muzzle loaders for the most obvious reason.
Coyotes. I'd be more inclined to support non-toxic shot legislation if you leave rifle bullets out of it. That gets really complicated from an ammunition perspective. 
But I'd comply with non-toxic shot requirements for shotshells no matter the quarry or location. (IE. Buckshot, etc.) Far greater payloads per round with the 
shotgun anyway.
Crossbows are a hot topic I agree with the Pope & Young club mission statement excerpt: "Cross bows should not be considered for use in any bowhunting only 
season. And strongly recommends that crossbow hunting be restricted to firearms seasons."    As a member of the WSB - and hunter with various wepons, I 
see this as a hot issue. Most agree it shoots like a gun with a trigger and shoots a bolt not an arrow. It is of course too accurate to be competing with any 
Archery season.
Crossbows NEVER!!  They should never be legal in WA.
Crossbows should never be allowed in archery seasons.  If they are to be used in this state, they should be considered for muzzleloader or modern firearm 
seasons as they are cocked shoulder mounted weapons that DO NOT equate to bows and arrows.
Current Archery regulations do not allow electronic equipment on the bow or arrow.   Consider allowing battery operated holographic or red dot sights with 1X 
magnifcation but not optical scopes.
Current restrictions on arrow weight and expandable broadheads are too strict and not in line with most other states. Also allowing higher letoff weights would 
open archery hunting to more women, youth and senior archers that can't hold draw at 65% long enough to take an ethical shot at game. Restrictions on 
electronic or telescopic sights SHOULD be strictly enforced. Crossbows should be allowed but only in muzzleloader seasons and should be subject to the same 
"no firing" restrictions.
Don't regulate so strictly the use of a particular weapon.  We, the hunter, are paying a small fortune for the opportunity to hunt.  Let us experience a variety of 
weapon options during the same year as long as we use those weapons during published seasons and in indicated units.
Eliminate archery let off and arrow wieght restrictions, they are unnessesary.
For Muzzleloaders:allow other bullets besides lead..allow telescopic sights.I would return to Muzzleloading hunting if this happened.
I am a handgun hunter exclusively.  I would like to see more opportunities in firearm restricted areas for revolver or single shot pistol hunters where ever 
possible.  I do realize that with the single shot pistols such as the Thompson Centers and XPs shooting centerfire cartridges there may be some conflicts.  
Maybe a straight walled cartridge restriction in firearm restricted area would be a solution.
I am not sure if this is the correct forum.  Current archery equipment regulations requires an arrow weight of 6 gr per pound of draw weight.  I understand the 
intent of this.  Better penetration for a more ethical kill.  In fact this may accomplish the opposite.  By regulating grains per pound you are forcing archers to use 
incorrect spine  on their arrows in the lower draw weight and shorter draw lengths.  "ALL" bow manufacturers mandate a minimum weight per pound.  The 
correct spine of arrow will do far more for penetration then a flat rate grains per pound.  I speak from over 30 years of archery experience and bow tuning.   The 
minimum pound of draw weight better meets your goal and thus will allow archers more flexibility when making arrow choice and spine selection.  Example; 60 
lb draw weight requires a 360 gr arrow.  At a draw length of 26" most arrows will require a 250/500 spine.  To get a 360 arrow weight most arrows will require a 
125 gr broadhead.  This will give an extremely high forward of center weight distribution and and over spined arrow which will exhibit poor flight characteristics 
I believe we should eliminate the "choose" you weapon and tag straitified hunt scenario.I think we should be able to apply for anty special permit drawing and if 
successful the buy the apporpriate tag. I think more hunting opportunities will equate to more interest especially for the younger generations.
I do not support special primitive weapons seasons
i support a ban on crossbows.
I think wdfw should really consider allowing hunters to use mechanical broadheads. i believe that if different equipment makes a hunter a better shot so he can 
harvest a animal more ethically it is better for the animal as well. i see to many people out hunting that have no business hunting at all, because they just aim 
and shoot. I understand the problem is that we can't weed out those people, but lets try to make them better hunters.
I'd like to blackpowder hunt big game, but would like to carry a convention pistol for signaling or finishing off an animal
In this state the lethalness of a projectile is very limmited in some weapon choices. For instance expandable broad heads and jacketed muzzleload bullets are 
prohibited from use in a hunt. If allowed a hunter would likely get more effective kills and loose less game. Thus causing a hunter not to shoot multiple animals 
to fill one tag. The better the kill the better it is for everyone!
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It would be best to issue a "TAG" for the animal to be hunted.  The hunter could hunt through archery, muzzleloader and modern firearm and back to 
muzzleloader or until successful.
It's about time to go with the majority of others states.  Scopes, primers, bullets for muzzleloaders.  Scopes especially.  Open sites are too hard to see for older 
hunters.  It doesn't change physics.  The equipment still can only shoot so far.
It's getting hard to purchase a good legal bullet for a 54 cal smokepole
its hard to find a bow that is legal for WA with the right amount of let off
Keep primitive weapons primitive. Offer more special tags for more opportunity
keep the Muzzle loading equipment primative
Keep the present muzzleloaders restrictions in place
legalize: crossbows,luminox(glowing knocs) ad expandible broad heads
let archers use expandable broadheads for better shot placement and less lost animals.
look at current requirements  allow saboted bullets and scopes
Make all electronic calls illegal besides coyote, bear, cougar.
Make crossbow legal during modern firearm season.
Make Crossbows legal.
More late season modern firearm hunts for mule deer and white tail deer.
More limitations on modern firearms. Hunting is a skill that must be learned and executed for there to be success. Shoot 500 yards at an animal it tempting to 
anyone. Rather than recommend hunting ethics, why not control there equipment. Hunters will still shoot farther than they should, but limiting equipment range 
will still provide an improvement.
more restriction on electronics
Muzzle loaders should be able to use the 209 cap and be covered.
muzzle loaders should be allowed either a scope or choice of bullets to prevent wounded animals
Muzzleloader and rifle should be at the same time.
muzzleloader bullets should have no restrictions
muzzleloader equipment needs to be primitive/traditional in all respects during ml only hunting seasons.  if someone wants to use new technology on their ml 
weapon, let them do so during the modern firearm hunting season.
Muzzleloader hunters should be allowed to use 209 primers, rifle scopes none magnifying would be good to keep people from trying to shoot to far. So we can 
have less wounded game.
muzzleloaders are always taking heat about inlines but what about compound bows graphite broadheads if you want traditional then make the same straight 
across the board including rifles back to 30-30's
No scopes or other options for muzzleloaders please leave it as it is. I would also make it illegal to carry a powdered pistol while elk or deer hunting during the 
muzzleload seson. I have seen people using them to kill elk during the season. I would like to see more eyes in the woods education in the state.I would rather 
see more eyes in the woods and be rewarded by replacing the Master hunter with this.
No toxic shot for waterfowl and in high volume shooting areas (ie.. pheasent release sites) I can understand. But not for big game and other low volume shooting 
situations.
Open up George area Burke lake for vehicle travel in the winter for waterfowl hunting
Outlaw bows.
Please consider letting us use Crossbows durning a season.
Please look at extending all seasons or closing down regular seasons and making it all special permit with longer times.
Primitive areas for old fashioned muzzleloaders and bows. Flintlocks, longbows with wood arrows. No sights. Walk-in only. That sort of thing. Oregon and Idaho 
have some areas like this. The image of hunting would improve if it were once again a noble pursuit that required hard work, skill, woodsmanship, etc.
Primitive weapons should be primitive, If they want to hunt with Modern equipment do it in modern season
Regarding Black powder rifles: Keep everything the same exept allow the use of better ignition.
Scopes on Muzzle loaders should be allowed    Electric devices on Muzzle Loaders and Archery should be allowed in Washington, due to the dark dense forest.  
Example battery powered fiber optics for Archery and battery sights for muzzle loader scopes. This is more of a safety issue as far as i am concerned rather 
than a advantage.
Scopes on muzzleloaders allowed, and a wider choice of bullets.
The lack of muzzleloader participation is a direct relationship to the lack of REAL opportunities.  Increase opportunities, increase interest and participation.  This 
is good for everyone and you don't need to change the current ML equipment rules.
the new generation and technology of muzzleloaders should be allowed, but NO scopes, open sites only
The talk of now allowing us to hunt with lead shot or bullets scares me.  When we had to swithch to steel shot on waterfowl, the number of birds that I shot and 
they flew off was tremendous.  I would hate to have to start loosing pheasants, chukar, and espcically big game because we have to use sub standard shot or 
bullets to harvest our game.  I feel that a quick and humane kill on every animal is the most important aspect of being a good hunter and the use of lead shot 
and bullets gives us the tools we need to be able to do that.  I have only lost one deer in my years of hunting and felt sick for weeks about it.  I stongly disagree 
with the use of non toxic shot and bullets.
The use of lighted knocks for archery should not be prohibited, because of their value in game recovery.
There should be no equipment changes (If it is not broke do not try and fix it)
This is not California!  Forget the thought of a "non-toxic" bullet requirement.
Why would the use of scopes on muzzleloaders be resticted?  Optics do not extend the effective shooting range of the weapon they only aid in its shot 
placement resulting in a more humain animal harvest reducing the possability of only injureing the animal.
With new developements in muzzleloader and archery equipment. Both hunting methods should be looked at and restricted back to truly primitive weapons 
levels. Modern firearms should be restricted to weapons with effective ranges of no more than 400 yards with scopes.
A legal muzzleloader should be a "legal" hunting weapon througout the published Hunting season dates.
ALLOW 209 PRIMERS FOR MUZZLELOADING AND THE USE OF SCOPES
allow crossbow hunting with archery
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Allow electronic tools on archery equipment
allow enclosed muzzleloaders
ALLOW MORE LIBERAL USE OF SIGHTS,LOADS AND PRIMERS DURING ANY MUZZLELOADER ONLY SEASON. IT WILL INCREASE ACCURACY AND 
ALLOW FOR MORE CLEAN KILLS. YOU STILL HAVE TO RELOAD FROM THE MUZZLE AFTER EACH SHOT.
allow scopes on black powder weapons for us that have eye problems
Allow scopes on muzzle loader like other states
Allow shotgun primers for muzzleloader ignition.
allow the use of crossbows in archery season
Allow the use of semi automatic pistols in limted firearm areas.  Todays revolvers have a much longer raange than those of the past.  In fact large caliber pistols 
do not cycle any faster than a large caliber revolvers anmd the capcity is about the same.  In addition, the range is now more limited with the large pistol than 
with the revolver.
Archery and muzzlelaoder hunters should be alowed to cary a side arm pistol for personal protection only.  Not to be used to dispatch game, not to be removed 
from holster unless nessary.
ASSAULT RIFLES: I am not sure how this could be legitimately, constitutionally be accomplished but I abhor the whole assault rifle  genre. I would limit a 
hunter's firearm possession to those rifles that cannot be adapted into fully automatic. If a rifle is semi-automatic, it could still  not be one that could become 
'automatic' by any means. Likewise, the clip/ammo capacity should be limited to a reduced capacity without the option of adding a larger magazine/clip/etc.    I 
would greatly increase the season and options for archers. Even with all the advances in the technology in this area, archery hunting still remains the least 
corrupted form of hunting there is. In areas where there are problems with herd numbers (too many, too close to buildings, etc.) I would encourage archery 
participation in controlling those herds: even to the point of allowing more than one deer per season perhaps. Likewise, I would extend the elk archery season. 
Anyone who has the moxie it takes to call in a mad bull elk and throw an arrow at it, deserves the reward that a longer season/increased odds of a kill would 
Ban lead shot period state wide. Jump the fine to 500.00 a shell. To remove the argument of "Oh it was a honest mistake that I have my upland/trap shells in my 
duckboat.
both archery and muzzleloader equipment to modern in design.
Bows seem to be developing just as fast as the muzzleloaders, but why arent they regulated as harshly? Please regulate bow technology as much as you 
regulate muzzleloader technology.
cross bows should be allowed for over 60 years of age in any hunting season, area, for any game.
Current muzzleloader regulations do not allow electronic equipment or sights containing glass.   Consider allowing battery operated holographic or red dot sights 
with 1X magnifcation but not optical scopes.
Do away with in-line black powder guns, this spot was design for the old stile guns like flit locks and precusion side locks not the knew guns that shoot like a 
modern rifle !
Do not allow any electronic devices whatsoever.
I am deeply troubled and very sceptical about the "lead" claims currently in vogue.  DO NOT GIVE IN TO POLITICS.  Manage ONLY on the basis of peer 
reviewed scientific studies which have large sample sizes and can be closely correlated to our UNIQUE conditions here in WA. Most of the $ behind the lead 
scare is anti-gun, anti-hunting hysteria.  Keep credible or we will not support department funding requests.
I do not support opening up or expanding any regulations for muzzle loaders.  No need for preferential treatment in regard to muzzle loader hunting.  Todays 
muzzle loaders are really not representative of the orginal flint & lock guns of old.  They are now high powered, high caliber, high tech rifles.

I feel that any muzzleloaders and projectiles should be able to be used, However no scoped muzzleloaders, thats what muzzleloading is about .... primative.....
i hunt with a muzzleloader. i hunt with the older style hawkens hammer gun. i am very much oposed to the newer in line, saboted bullets. i have harvested 14 
deer and 5 elk in 16 years. i feel that this is suposed to be primtive hunting season. i hope that you keep it way. i feel that you dont really learn to hunt intill you 
have to get close to make good clean shot.
Jacketed bullets and scopes should be legal on muzzleloaders.
Keep muzzle and archery from getting too technologically advanced with restrictions of technology.
Keep muzzleloaders primitive.  Allow muzzleloaders to hunt the same season as archery.
Lessen Arcery season, lengthen Muzzel loader season.  Require both to wear hunter orange
Make it where we can use expandable broadheads for archery, they are safer to walk around with and fly better that conventional broadheads
Muzzle loader bullets need to be moderized but the ignation does not.  The bullets will do the job on the animal but if the ignation does not fire then no animal is 
wounded.
Muzzle loader restrictions should be kept high, they don't fall short of modern rifles by much.
muzzleloader's should be allowed to be used the 209 primers as this would result in fewer misfires and better humane kills
No restriction on muzzleloader equipment.
Please publish an easily usable chart or graph, so that the average hunter who is not a mathematician can tell if his archery set up is legal.
Primative weapons need to be kept PRIMATIVE.
Put in a non fensed refuge in South Prarie.  Trout lake area.  Carson area.  This will help all the animals out.  The land is being over grazed -  by free ranger 
cattlemen.
Radio/phone use while hunting should be reguarded the same as poaching!
restrict in line muzzleloaders
The any weapon hunts should be drawn like any othe special permit. The fee is excessive and all hunter rich or poor should get an oppertunity to hunt multiple 
weapon seasons without it being a financial matter. The fee should be greatly reduced or be more in line with other special permit draw fees.
The change to lead shot has increased the number of wasted birds that did not immediatly die.  The change in rifle bullets to other then lead is the dumbest 
thing I have heard in a long time. I can't believe there are that many bullets out there to cause any impact!
The non-jacketed bullet requirement for Washington state makes it really hard to get a bullet that will shoot accurately in a muzzleloader.  Very few companies 
make a muzzleloader that does not have a 1:28 twist.  These guns almost always require as sabot bullet.  Very few companys make a all lead sabot bullet.  
With a muzzle loader you have to vary the bullet and load to get the best possible accuracy.  With such a limited choice of bullets, the hunter  has to often settle 
for a gun that is less than accurate.  As ethical hunters I think we all should demand for a one shot one kill scenario from ourselves.  By no means will adding 
jacketed bullets make a muzzleloader a modern rifle.  It is and will always be a one shot, long load time weapon with a very short range.    Please don't 
hamstring my ability to create an accurate load.
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tighten down the technology that can be used with muzzleloading. Make it a true muzzleloading hunting experience.
To encourage the muzeloader users some states have included hidden primers, use of 209 primers, and included the 45-70 cal. singleshot centerfire rifles and 
44mag. centerfire rifles as part of the primative equipment rifle catagory.
use any type broadhead for archery plus battery options for bows
We need more road closures in this state.
We need to make some special hunts for hunters who use traditional archery equipment.  Or eliminate all non traditional equipment ( compound bows )
we really need to harvest spike bucks look at any good ranch program , you never want that spike breeding , this weekins the gene pool . harvest the spikes and 
let some more does survive.
when hunting with a compound bow and in a shadowed area the use of a battery powered light omiting  fiber optic sight would highly enhance shot 
placement,for a good clean kill, would also help hunters with  not so good eyesight/glasses/disabilities
why not allow a lesser weapon to be used during a specific equipment season. Ie- a bow or a scoped muzzle loader can be used during firearms season. A bow 
could be used during ML. That way u could use a lesser yet preferred weapon during a better time frame. Ie, I wanna use my bow to hunt elk during ML season 
and my bow during rifle deer season. Whats the problem with using a lesser weapon?    Allow 209's and magnified scopes during ML - its a ML season not 
primitive weapons season. The loading function and ballistics is limitation enough for like 70% of states why not ours?
you should be able to hunt with a nipple not exposed to the elements
Allow better bullets for muzzleloaders and maybe scopes even if everthing else stays the same.
Allow crossbow hunting
Allow illuminated nocks for archers. Under current law battery powered equipment is not allowed on bow or arrow. Illuminated nocks are battery powered but 
would help archers identify shot placement.
allow muzzle loader to use 209 primers during muzzle loader seasons
Allow people with Disabities with Crossbow Permits to use in any season not just Archery season Only
Allow sidearms for self protection in archery areas as long as they are not being used as a hunting method. There are many areas we have hunted with large 
concentrations of bear and cougar where we have confronted large polulations of both.
ALLOW THE USE OF JACKETED MUZZLELOADER BULLETS
Allow use of expandable broadheads for big game. From everyhting I have read game losses go down with their use. True?
Archery equipment is nearly getting out of control. Watch it carefully.
Archery hunters hunting bear should be allowed to carry a side arm for protection.  It is very easy to identify what weapon was used to kill the animal.  Many 
states including you souther boundary state of Oregon allows archery hunters to carry a side arm for protection.
Archery, you should be able to use all types of broadheads.
centerfire 22 call should be legal for deer
CHANGE THE RULES SO THAT LIGHTED ARROW NOCKS ARE LEGAL. THESE DO NOT INCREASE THE HUNTERS CHANCE AT HARVESTING AN 
ANIMAL, BUT DO INCREASE THE CHANCES OF A HUNTER RECOVERING AN ANIMAL AFTER THE SHOT.         ALLOW ARCHERY HUNTERS TO 
CARRY A SIDEARM WHILE HUNTING.
Changes in muzzleloding equipment rules would bring more modern firearm hunters to muzzleloader seasons. Any additions to muzzleloading seasons should 
come from modern firearm seasons and quotas. Achery hunters should not be penalized for Modern firearm & muzzleloaders swapping numbers.
Create a long bow only urban season inside city limits where firearms cant be used.
Crossbows should be legal in Washignton for hunting during the archery season, they tend to be more accurate, and more powerfull, thus possibly increasing 
the odds of a humane kill.
Crossbows, I think, would be a great option for urban areas and perhaps for archery season.  It doesn't increase your range (I don't think, but I know nothing of 
them), but would increase accuracy a lot, leading to more humane hunting.
Currently hunters may carry a handgun designed to be charged with black powder only. Change to allow black powder substitute. Also allow the use of a 
handgun to dispatch big game. Requiring a hunter to use a full load to dispatch a big game animal is slightly overkill. Pun intended.
electronic ignitions should not be allowed on any weapons.  Red dot sights, illuminating sights should be okay on everything.
Equipment is getting way to advanced. Regulate it, and give in to the manufacturers.
For muzzleloaders I think that scopes and bullet types should be up to the hunter.To everyones dislike the un ethical hunter that takes long or bad shots will do 
so no matter the circumstances.But to the ethical hunter scopes, bullets and ignition systems allow for a cleaner quicker kill reducing the chances of losing a 
quality animal.Bottom line they are still a single shot short range weapon that can be affected by a number of elements.Archery restrictions continue to improve 
such as let off and such.
Get past the Mechanicaal broadhead Controversy.  Mechanical broadheads are far better than when they were intially introduced.

I woudl like to see clear direction from the legislature on if archery gear is 'shooting' as it varies from county to county and no shooting area to no shooting area.
I would be interested in a crossbow season either on its own or archery.
Increase general and permit opportunites for Mod. Firearm hunters.   Archery and Muzzleloader hunters already have too many opportunities for the numbers of 
hunters involved.
Keep equiptment traditional.
legalize 209 primers. there are no inline guns made for caps...
Lengthen Modern firearm hunting days
let archery hunters carry handguns
looking at the Pamphlet it is obvious staff involved with muzzleloader activities are influencing expansion on muzzle loader opportunies greater than other user 
groups.
Make scopes, 209primers, and regular bullets legal for muzzleloaders.
Need longer seasons for older people in this state and make the tags cheap over 60% off.
NO cross bows for hunting unless disabled hunter.  only PRIMITIVE muzzle loaders during the muzzleloader season. modern equipment only hunts in the 
modern equipment season....
Only change the black powder to use break over guns and the use of 209 primers. the others are not relible at all.
Post signs where atv's are allowed and forbidden.
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scopes on our muzzle loaders and copper bullets
Skamania County is most US Forest Service and private timber land.  I know you have little control over these areas, but I support increased vehicle and off-
road vehicle restrictions.  We have our share of lazy hunters and the vehicle/motorized equipment road hunters ruin the hunt for those of us that aren't afraid of 
sweating a bit.
start from scratch with muzzleloader requirements that reflect the current situation.
Stop making us specify weapons, and allow us to hunt each season with the correct weapon if we so choose. Hunting revenues will increase.
Take the scopes off everything give the animals a chance and go back to hunting not just killing...
The restrictions on Muzzleloaders is a large part of the reason very few people hunt with them. Please allow the use of scopes even if you have power limits on 
the scope.
There should be more days of hunting permitted for elk and deer in areas with larger herds.
to many quads,
Why is Washington State/WDFW so particular about the muzzleloader restrictions? Seems like other states aren't so picky about you can have this, but can't 
have that restrictions and legalities. Isn't the bottom line success rate and getting good, clean kills? Open it up and stop being so restricting.
youths get multi season tag all the time.
209 ignition for muzzleloaders.. and  open sights of peeps.. no scopes or electric sights
209 primers a must. to many misfires in this wet climet.
Add or change a deer/elk archery season to primative recurve/longbow only.
Allow crossbows to be used during archery season.
Allow expandable broadheads to be legal.  All that will do is allow hunters to harvest animals more humainly
allow expanding broadheads for archery elk, they are more accurate and kill an animal more efficently
allow mechanical broadheads for archery
Allow the use of 209 primer and scopes for Muzzle Loaders.
Ease up on the muzzleloader restrictions.  Ever think of creating a recurve bow season?
Electric devices for crossbow should be allowed and or scopes handicap hunter's eyesights are often affected by their disablity but not to the point of the present 
law. I can't buy a open sight or glass only sight for a cross bow their all electric, only peep sights are available. my trifolcals aren't compable with peep sights. I 
had to make the sight I have now but it's only passable.
give a longer season to hunters that stay with the basic in Bow and muzzleloader
have crossbow season, and allow scopes and 209 for muzzleloaders.
I'd like to see scopes allowed on Muzzle loader guns.  My rifle will not shoot past 125 yards and a scope would help to ensure a clean kill.
Keep Muzzle loading primative. Improve seasons.
Keep muzzleloader equipment as it is so they are still at least close to primitive.
keep the same
Let muzzelloaders use closed breach, whatever powder and bullet they want,and let them use scopes for a cleaner kill. Let archery use expandable broadheads 
and let archery pack a pistal for personal protection!!!!
modern centerfire firearms should allow calibers down to 223, with new bullet designs etc these guns are adequate now. These small caliber guns are more 
friendly for youth & small framed people and are more readily available for the smaller person and the kick is friendlier also.  We want more females and youth 
in the sport.
no comment
Please carefully evaluate any additional restictions on lead shot/bullets.  I don't think California has the science to do what they have done.  We can't all afford to 
shoot barnes centerfire ammo.  Also, this type of regulation will drive hunters out of the field which results in less funding for WDFW and that will harm the very 
wildlife the lead ban is supposed to help.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities.Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a wheelchair are 
visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
Scoped muzzleloaders with improved ignition systems should be allowed. We are one of the few states still in the dark ages on this.
Thank you for asking questions about equipment in your survey. I am not a traditionalist from any user group, but have hunted many times with Bow, 
muzzleloader, and rifle. I have a strong opinion that in order to continue offering the amount of opportunities you do for archery and muzzleloaders we need to 
continue to keep these weapon types more towards the primative side.
allow 1X scopes to be used in muzzleloader season
allow telescopic and electric sites on bows
Allow the hunters who are selected for second deer tags to coose which weapon they would like to hunt that second deer with.
Ban in-lines.
Do not restrict muzzleloader anymore in shot or powder so as to ensure that this form of hunting remains competitive with the other choices
It is 2008, not 1958
Lets face it, some of our eyes aren't as good as they use to be and a scope is just a little more assurance that we're making a good shot on an animal with a 
muzzeloader. With the restrictions you have on them now, they're still only a 100 yard gun. What's the harm in having a scope on them?
Nees to start limiting raange finders and high end scopes.  Shooting an animal with a bow over 50 yards is not huning.  Shooting a animal over 450 yards with a 
gun is not hunting.  Technology is getting to good.
No crossbows unless disabled.
Primitive seasons especially Archery are too long and is a direct reason for extended hunting pressure on Deer and Elk.  If equipment is primitive then the 
succes rate should be lower - the season should not be so long so as to compensate and therefore increase the success rate.  The Elk in GMU 329 are being 
pushed throughout most of the year.
Prohibit use of All Terrain Vehicles. "Quads" are not only noisy, polluting nuisances, they destroy habitat, encourage the harrassment of game, poaching, and 
taking more game than one has permits for.
allow any type of bullet to be used in muzzleloader season as long as it is the right caliber and weight why wouldn't WDFW want use to use the best bullets 
available for a more humane kill
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allow crossbows during archery season
How about an all season permit that includes special permithunts.
Limit the use of quads to road hunting use only and not allow them to go anywhere as they scare game and interfere with non-quad hunters.
look into "Pistol" Seasons ...
Make it illegal to possess any type of night vision while hunting.
should make leagal arrow weight 5gr per inch its not far to shorter draw length to make legal hunting weight
allow pellets and all bullets for muzzlders. do not allow 209 primers or scopes.
ATV use MUST be curtailed. It has gotten way too bad. Close more roads and enforce current laws. This is my families #1 problem while hunting. It has to be 
having a huge effect on animals also.
Change the "no electronics attached to your weapon" rule to allow for cameras/video cameras to be attached.
cross bow hunting areas closer to towns and farms....
crossbows should be allowed during all modern hunting seasons....by anyone who wants to use one, not just the disabled archer.
Muzzle loaders and Bows have advanced to no longer be a primitive weapon. Limit the hunting with this in mind.
I think that crossbows should be given consideration as they are in ither states
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Additional Comments - Moose
(lower the youth hunts for moose.) youth need to wait just like all hunter do. 65-years and disabilitie is OK.
Change the 1 moose in a lifetime to reset when a kid hits 16 so that kids have a chance to take a moose, and still have a chance as an adult
Do not go crazy on the permits available.  I have seen Huckleberry get increased 800% in ONE YEAR.  Think.  Why would I want a quality hunt that is once in a 
lifetime, that I don't have great odds at getting an animal?
Expand the Hangman A and B Moose Permits to include GMU 139 Steptoe, or create a Seperate permit for this GMU.
few more moose tags, not enough, there is a ton of moose in NE WA now, almost funny that you give out 6 tags for huckleberry unit, I could glass 6 bulls in one 
drainage
I had applied for 26 years before I was selected.  I was getting worried I would get too old to fill the tag with a quality animal before I got drawn.  I support a pool 
for the high points applications but should not have to be applied for separately.  High points applicants should have an increased chance over everyone.
I spend a lot of time hunting in Northeast Washington, and I see a lot of moose while hunting. I actually have moose in my back yard (I have the pictures to 
prove it) and I'm confused at how few permits are given out. I have had countless moose encounters while hunting and believe your counting methods may be 
flawed.
I support a mathematical advantage for hunters having 13-14 moose permit points. I am 60 years of age now and under the present system, my chances of 
drawing a tag are doubtful even with the maximum points.
I think that we give out enough moose permits now to allow the people who have been drawn previously to be allowed to start putting in again for a chance to 
bag a second moose in their lifetime.
I would like to hunt Moose in this state.  Can more permits be issued?
I'm glad to see this particular species increasing its range over time.
implement a true preference point system
In a 9 or 10 day period of hunting elk and deer in gmu 117, we typically see 30 to 40 different moose, from big bulls to cows with calves. It is common to have an 
encounter with a rutting bull every september. I can find a moose long before a deer or elk, there needs to be more permits given in this unit at least
increase the amount of permits in the Mt. Spokane area.  We see more moose than elk
Increase the number of permits for moose for GMU's that can support more hunting permits
Increase youth opportunity.Youth does not even match disabled permits.This is our future for hunting and the outdoors , we need to get them into it as early as 
possible and let them enjoy harvesting and experience some great hunts.
Make it ONCE in a lifetime. Keep the youth & 65+ tags. You only get 1. Not you get 1 as a youth, you get one in the drawing, you can get another by buying a 
raffle ticket & another buy a auction. If you get drawn & do not harvest 5 year waitlist to reapply. No waivers.
Many more permits.
Moose hunters that have harvested a Bull Moose should be able to apply for Cow Moose permits.  Currently if you harvest a Cow Moose you can still appply for 
a Bull Moose permit.   Have 2-3 Youth Bull Moose permits each year.
More archery permits
more disabled permits
spesial archery only moose hunts
The special permit spring bear season is a great asset to sportsmen in Wa. Don't change it!
THERE IS ONLY 1 PERMIT FOR UNIT#IOI. OUT OF 10 TRIPS IN TO THIS UNIT, I SEE MOOSE AT LEAS 7. NOT ONE MOOSE, BUT TWO OR THREE. 
HOW ABOUT MORE TAG'S ?
What happened to the increased permits for the northeastern part of the state that was to happen these past 3 years?
With the population of Moose in our state obviously rising, we need to increase the number of permits and increase the odds of applicants with a higher level of 
points.
you can put in for the drawing for many years and not be drawn someone how puts in for the first time gets drawn. points sould help more than they do.
Additional permits should be made available.  Consider adding an Archery and Muzzle loading only permits in additon existing permits today. Transplate Moose 
to other places in the state including S.E. and East slope of the Cascades.
allow for more 65 and older hunts
Having only one or two choices seems to make more sense and having hunters with more points getting some preference would be nice.
I dont fully believe that there isn't some peope selected for moose that wasn't completely drawn randomly.
I put in for moose tags religiously and have not drawn.  I would like to see a points system that would help people that apply every year to get a better chance at 
drawing.
I think that the WDFW should look at starting a huntable moose heard in the blue mountains.
improve drawing/harvest opportunities
In Eastern Washington, the moose population is expanding significantly. Hunters that draw a special permit for these areas should be allowed to apply for future 
special moose permits if they do not fill their tag.
Increase the chances of getting drawn for this once-in-a-lifetime hunt in WA state.
Increase the numbers of permits
It is too inexpensive and easy to apply for a permit for sheep, moose and goat. Weed out the people who don't really care about getting the tags, by making it 
more expensive up front or once the permit is drawn; And or limit the permit options to one species per person.
Keep up the good work.
Keep your eyes on moose population around Omak, we seem to be getting moose in town each year now, could it be getting close to a special permit only 
season?
MAKE IT AS LONG AS DEER SEASON WITH DEER SEASON LONGER.
Moore moose permits should be issued.  the moose population is becoming an issue in eastern Wa.  because of grazing availability.
moose hunting is good in Washington....just need to have more of it
Moose permits should remain low to ensure a quality experience.  Increase application fee to $25 and set aside $10 to an endowment allowing the use of 
interest only for management of moose.  This will provide an indefinite funding source for the species in about 10 yrs.   Funds could be used to expand moose 
populations in the Blue Mtns more aggressively.
Moose tags need to issued out for more tags for area 121.......
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More moose permits in GMU 113........You can see 3-6 moose everytime you drive through a wooded area..............they are everywhere. And doing well. Except 
the Grizzlys are eating them...........
More permits!!! Especially for us older guys.
No more raffles or auctions. Quit selling our wildlife and opportunity to the highest bidder!  Limit NR permits
Please remember, when contemplating changes, to first do no harm.  Many people have accrued points over the years at significant expense in time, money 
and effort.  Do nothing that wipes out those accrued points or disallows their potential use going forward.
same as above
Same here...need a season in Okanogan County...Baldy Mtn area/ Wagon camp
Would like to see more moose tags go to residents residing closer to these areas. Seasons are long, but people traveling from long distances tend to be hurried 
during their hunt due to personal lack of time.
99% of the tags allocated to residents.  Allocate archery only tags.
A DEFINITE ADVANTAGE NEEDS TO GO TO THOSE WITH 13+ POINTS
add more permits for moose
ALLOW APPLICATION FOR ONLY ONE SPECIES PER YEAR FOR GOATS, SHEEP AND MOOSE
Allow some archery only hunts
application fees for moose need to be increased for the people who actually want a tag, or send in the money for the tag at application time.
Expand # of permits available for Moose but retain 1/lifetime rule.
Have a substantial but not prohibitive application fee for a permit so that only serious trophy hunters will apply.
i have been applying for permits for about ten years with no luck. every year i hear of people getting drawn after puting in only a couple of years. so much for 
building up points.
I really need to get a moose tag and fill it!!!!!!
i think that if you are drawn for a moose tag,and you dont fill it, you should be allowed to submit another tag until you fill it.regardless of the sex of the critter.
INCREASE MORE EVERY YEAR
Increase tag fees and add to moose habitat fund.
INCREASED POPULATION, MAYBE LIFT THE ONCE IN A LIFE TIME, TO WAIT 5-10 YRS BEFORE APPLYING AGAIN
limit nonresidents 10% of permits
limit youth hunts
Moose are taking over in certain areas of the state.  To the point that tey are driving deer and elk out of the habitat.  I spend a great deal of time in both the 
Kaniksu and Colville Nat. forests and you can't swing a stick without hitting a moose.  However, you rarely see deer or elk anymore.  I think more tags or a 
limited season should be considered.
moose kill lifetime--non succefull can apply again--same for mountain goats and sheep-- apply for one spiecies a year
More moose permits should be allowed for archery only seasons.
more moose tage available in eastern washington. There is an over abundance of moose all over eastern washington
More permits.
more tags for 65 year olds
Open more land to hunters
same as bighorns, no points no tags , lots of points preference for tags
set aside a separate muzzleloader permit season, anterless only would be OK.
some how make the odds better
stop the indians. Dont give them free rain
The first couple of years of this program i really saw a lot of branched bulls , at some point we need to let some young bulls get older , maybe closeing the 
general season every three years with only branched permits in the closed year this would give us a quallity hunting experiance limiting the orange coats in the 
woods.
Washington native hunters 80 years old and older should be able to hunt moose every year until they harvest one.
Would like to see more Moose permits.
Allow a couple of permits available to previously successful applicants.  I have never been drawn and have 10 points but would't begrudge one that has already 
been drawn another chance. And it's more revenue for you. Ditto for Goat and Sheep.
Increase the number of permits
instead of 1 tag per lifetime regardless of harvesting. if not sucessfull should be able to apply again after 10 years
Just pencil me in for a tag. hahaha
minimum preference points needed apply for trophy permits
Moose are on the rise in NE Washington - allow more permits.
more disabled only areas
More moose permits as they are quite plentiful.
More moose permits should be given.  Moose populations are increasing.
More MOose permits.
MORE PERMITS
More permits...
more youth hunts
Only allow one choice for the special permits
preferance point system should be modified to increase chance of drawing if applicant has the maximum number of points.
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Provide some permits in Northern Okanogan County.  The population would certainly support several permits.  As a timber cruiser I see large numbers of moose 
in many locations in this county on State and Federal land.
There are far more moose than deer where I hunt in GMU121 but no open season.
YOUR POINTS SHOULD COUNT ON ALL DRAW HUNTS
10 bonus points to get a perimt.
Comment applies to Moose, Mountain Goat, and Bighorn Sheep: Eliminate the stipulation that you can only draw one permit for each of these species in your 
lifetime.  This should only apply if you actually harvest the animal.  If a hunter is unsuccessful, he should be eligible to draw the permit again.  I realize that you 
are relying on the hunter's honesty for this, but it only seems fair.  Furthermore, non-residents should not be eligible to apply for these permits (not sure if they 
already are or not).  If the population in this state is so limited that permits need to be "once-in-a-lifetime" then this application should be open to Washington 
residents only.  Those non-residents that desire to hunt these species should look in states where the population is more abundant.
Consider archery or muzzleloader only permits.
Drop 1 per life. I have no desire to put in for this tag as it might take years to find one and I'm not willing to eat my 1 tag per life.
have at least 10 points to get a tag.
I really want to draw a permit
I was drawn for a moose permit last year.  The moose are migrating all over the state.  I think as they migrate you could open the hunts up further from a 
population perspective.  But the youth permit is for a moose does not make sense. I  think some adults would change their 10 years of preference points for an 
antlerless moose just to hunt one.
Increase herd size to allow more opportunities
Landowner access is a big issue, work with landowners to allow access
Leave the drawings alone!
more permits
More permits
more permits should be issued and the units should be made smaller to increase hunter opportunities ie increase the number of units within current units.
Open areas in the Sinlehekin area
reduce the hunting on moose in eastern Washington, except for problem moose that the commission or law enforcement official may have to put down to protect 
people.
Should be able to purchase license each year not once in a life time.
Since Moose is so expensive to harvest I'd like to see the group hunt applications increased to 4 persons. This allows for a larger share of the costs involved 
with transportation and lodging.
Steptoe Butte and Tekoa has a couple of Moose that hang around. I would like to see them protected and multiply.
there seem to be a lot of moose, add archery and muzzleloader seasons
Allow more moose permits in the NE region because they are doing just fine.
give higher percentage of permits to hunters with higher point score
increase the number of moose permits for all 3 main user groups.
keep the same
Keep up the good work with the moose.
Leave it alone
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities.Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a wheelchair are 
visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
To be able to draw more than Once in a lifetime...
couple more permit's wouldn't hurt
Give more permits to the Disabled
I think it all comes down to better management on both sides of the fence not just one side.
Lower the number of points needed to draw a tag.
Moose populations are doing very well in Northeastern Washington. Increase the permits accordingly.
Moose should have some special hunts, i.e., antlerless hunt for archery hunters 55 years of age and older.
More moose permits could be utilized as populations are strong.
No hunting.
Plant moose on the Olympic peninsula
Restrict non resident oppurtunities
Restrict non-residents to 10 percent of the total tags.
see above
Should be able to hunt any legal way and be able to hunt the whole state...what even legal way to fill your tag
should increase the number of permits
STILL WAITING
The moose population is great.
They are a majestic animal that should also be admired and respected.
would love to draw this and see muzzleloader expanded on this....as welll as archery...issue more permits for these tags.
Improve habitat, winter range and also expand areas by reintroduction of Moose into new suitable habitate to include western WA.
Moose are good tasting I hear.
Offer cow moose tags that do not count as "once-in-a-lifetime" hunts.
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be advised, there are moose in the blue mts....I have seen several this spring including a yearling bull at close range.
There are not enough moose to over sell the permits. Keep it small as is.
Have special "weapon permits" (rifle,muzzle loader,bow) for (MOOSE,RAM,GOAT) ?
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Additional Comments - Mountain Goat
allow more goat tags in Smith Creek
create separate drawings for Archery and Muzzle loader.
Have emergency closure regulations in place.
I dissagree with the # of permits available in the Goat Rocks and Smith Creek.  I am amazed the the number of animals I see when I'm up in those areas.  I've 
been spending a lot of time up there for many years and haven't noticed a decline in numbers.
I have noticed that many mountain goat populations do not support hunting any longer. It has been my observation that this has been since hounds have been 
restricted from hunting cougar; and goat populations are low where cougar populations are high. Furthermore, a good friend of mine who hunts cougar 
extensively in the White Pass area has observed that goats are a favored prey for cougar in that area. Perhaps it would be a good idea to knock a few more cats 
in the head for the sake of our goats. Like it or not, hounds are best for that kind of work and hound seasons for cats should be reinstated. Public oppinion be 
hanged. Democaracy is not working when it comes to game management.
I t appears to me you have people in the department that don't want Goats shot.Most of the state is off limits for hunting them. I think that more areas should be 
opened.
I think the bio's should spend more time evaluating (surveys) to determine more accurate populations and widen the area of survey.
I would like to see more attention towards Mountain Goat rehabilitation.
increase the number of permits. if you people got out of that olympia office to actually see how many are there and you take our money every year and let 
winter, predation, disease and overpopulation kill these animals instead of us who pay all the money.
look at areas and herds that currently are not hunted. For example the Green River Watershed. Develope more hunting oportunities in these areas.
Mountain Goat have moved into new GMU's and the units not hunted at this time need to be added.
No more raffles or auctions. Quit selling our wildlife and opportunity to the highest bidder!  Limit NR permits.
only allow one choice for permit application
Open more units in the state.  I know from seeing many goats in other areas of the state that there are viable populations to hunt. Allow archery only hunts.

Perhaps more Washington hunters would be able to experience a mountain goat hunt if WDFW had not killed 500 plus in the Olympic National Park in the 90's. 
I cringe when I think about the potential mountain goat numbers from offspring that could have resulted. Yes I know they where eating everything. But had they 
been transplanted to new areas where goat numbers are weak or none existent, a negative could have been turned into a positive. A valuable natural resource 
was wasted and left rotting where they were shot. You did not even allow hunters to harvest the surplus. Now goat tags get fewer and fewer every year it seems.
Why are our goat numbers so low? They just keep spiraling down. Other states seem to be doing better with their numbers . Why?
Give more permits in Mt. Baker area.This area has alot of goats.
Have a substantial but not prohibitive application fee for a permit so that only serious trophy hunters will apply.
I have  been putting in for  Mountain Goat tag for 39 years. Unable to draw.
I'd like to see a couple more Goat permits available on Mt Baker.
Not enough to allow hunting.
Open more areas.
some how make the odds better
What happened to the goats?  Wa. used to offer hundreds of permits.  Most of these areas have not been developed or over hunted so what happened to the 
goats?
Figure out how to build populations - goats have declined dramatically.
I think goat permits are too conservative in the one unit I am familiar with.  I drew the Goat Rocks unit in 2003, and shot the 42nd goat I saw ON OPENING 
DAY.  Whoever is doing your overflight counts must be missing  a ton a goats.  I frequently see 100 plus in a hour in this unit...by supercub
I would like to see hunters with more points get more preference.  We have such a limited opportunity on hunting goats, it would be nice to see the odds better 
on all the once-in-a-lifetime hunts.
If you get drawn & do not harvest 5 year waitlist to reapply. Only one goat. If you get drawn, raffle or auctions you are allowed only one. No waivers.
It is too inexpensive and easy to apply for a permit for sheep, moose and goat. Weed out the people who don't really care about getting the tags, by making it 
more expensive up front or once the permit is drawn; And or limit the permit options to one species per person.
It would be nice to see some permitts in Olympics again.
more needs to be done to help goat populations. A study was funded by SCI and WA FNAWS a couple of years ago.  my understanding is part of the problem is 
trees growing open area shut.  how about some perscribed burns?
More permits. I can only speak of the Goat Rocks and Rimrock areas. The goat population can sustain at a minimum twice the permits.
mountain goats should have more permits, our goat population could withstand atleast 2-3 times the amount of what is given without any harm
Open old goat areas to hunting in Chelan County- likethe Icicle and Tumwater ridge areas
same as above
Should be able to purchase license each year not once in a life time.
there should be some permits available for the olympics, mnt elinor, mnt skokomish wildernes ext.
10 bonus points to get a permit.
99% of tags allocated to residents.  Allocate archery only tags.
application fees need to be increased for Goat, or send in the money for the tag at application time.
have at least 10 points to get a tag.
have at least 8 points to get drawn
limit non-residents to 5% of permits
more permits
NO MORE
no points no tags, prefence point holders before new applicants
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Open more units in western washington to goat hunting
youth hunts.
hae at least 8 points to get drawn
Having had the tag, I believe WF&G is low on popualtion estimates.  Need to offer more tags and let some archery hunters hunt the parks.  Or move some of 
the goats into other areas where they can be hunted.
Mtn goat permits should remain low to ensure a quality experience.  Increase application fee to $25 and set aside $10 to an endowment allowing the use of 
interest only for management of goats.  This will provide an indefinite funding source for the species in about 10 yrs.  Funds could be used to expand mtn goat 
populations in the Blue Mtns more aggressively.
preferance point system should be modified to increase chance of drawing if applicant has the maximum number of points.
Relocate out of non native park.
should be closed to hunting every third year to increase population. but not on the same year as sheep.
should increase the number of permits
STILL WAITING
Add more Goats to the Hells Canyon drainages and Wind River area along the Columbia River.  Extend the season longer (early) for archery hunters.  Sept 1-
Oct. 1st archery only then any firearm type after Oct. 1st.
Develop a hunt for Mountain Goats in the Olympic State Park and lobby and work together with the National Park Service to combine a hunt based on game 
management requirements to have a proper and successful hunt.  Must be done on foot, with one entry and one exit, where every animal taken is checked.
Get out of the office and get some accurate data on populations.  I personally see way more goats out in the mountains than your biologists say are there.  
Reduce the amount of non-resident permits like every other western state.
Increase head size to allow more opportunities
Again, admired from afar and respected, not killed.
Are there really enough to hunt ?
couple more permit's wouldn't hurt because it's tough to put in as a party " QTY 2 " in a 1 permit area.  goat hunting will put you in some of the most dangerous 
areas you can hunt. it only makes reason to have two people for saftey in those hunting conditions.
Draw my number before I get to old to hunt them!
I think it all comes down to better management on both sides of the fence not just one side.
Increase triple and use funds to import new blood lines.
More areas near Mt. Baker could be opened for goat hunting.
No hunting.
Require billy only hunts.
Restrict non resident oppurtunities
Restrict non- residents to 10 percent of the total tags.
see above
Should be able to hunt any legal way and be able to hunt the whole state...what even legal way to fill your tag
keep the same
leave it alone
Leave the drawings alon
no comment
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities.Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a wheelchair are 
visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
The point system should be analized to check and see if the number of points each hunter has is accurately being weighed in the drawing porcess.
Any goats survive in the Olympics??? any left for permits??
Expand the current range by transplanting Goats from over-populated areas like Hurricane Ridge into new suitable habitate which can be managed by hunting 
after the herds are within target goals for management by hunting methods.
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Additional Comments - Other
ALL MANAGE THE ANIMIAL NOT THE PEOPLE, GET RID OF YOUR REDICULOUS FEE/PERMIT SYSTEM
Allow archers to carry a sidearm for protection purposes only
allow hunting turkey with a small rifle
Baiting: most people are unaware baiting of dear and elk is legal. Just like the outlaw of hound hunting and bear baiting, if you make it an issue and make 
people aware, folks completely unaffected by it will want it outlawed.
Being relatively new to this state, I feel that applying for special permits is a waste of time and money because there is no way I can draw a tag when 
competing with so many hunters having the maximum bonus points.
Better control when it comes to access to a permit only hunt s, way to many people are running around hunting any and everything during some of these 
hunts makeing it imposible for the permit holder to have a fair chance of filling the tag he has waited on so long to get.Makes for very unhappy people and 
could cause major trouble and people get mad and have guns around.Have better patrols and or check points set up too reducew this risk. example during 
the black powder special elk hunt this past season I had a tag, I know from what I saw people were there in the closed area huntinng anything from grouse 
to elk with all types of weapons and I know had no tag of any kind.this area was in the tutle area on the north end. I never saw one game person or even a 
check-pointduring the full time I was there plus when I left I counted over 75 vehicles comming into the same area for the deer hunt(again special hunt only) 
with well over 100 people total and I know there wawsn't that many permits issued, where is the control. This will lead to pleple stopping  buying the permits 
Bob Oke pheasant farm. When you people should have known this was a great possibility that the water would be contaminated! Try to think ahead. Chris 
has really got his hands full there! Should really be credited more for the great job he is doing. I have put in at least a week of volunteer work.
bureaucracy in the department
Changing special permits is very important, we need better draw odds on once in a lifetime species and too many people are applying for units they know 
nothing about, please restrict number of choices.
Close pheasent season in Eastern Washington the last day of Decmber.

Combine the elk and deer seasons to run at the same time to eliminate the so called accidental shooting of the wrong species. I have always felt that the 
choice for hunters should be if you hunt elk during the regular season, you choose between Bull/cow and can only hunt your choice. The same for deer.
consider a much broader season for all big game species for people who use traditional archery equipment. their success rates are so tiny that it would not 
change harvest rates and it would not change other hunting seasons.(they would have to wear orange during modern firearm season)
CREATE 'LARGE GAME CATEGORY' COMPRISED OF ELK, MOOSE, GOAT AND SHEEP: Hunters would be able to hunt for one of these but no more 
than one. Treat all as special permit for all subcategories utilizing unique, specific regulations for each. Maintain these special hunts for Washington 
residents only.
disallow the use of atv's during all hunting seasons.
Do not ban lead for upland birds. High cost will drive even more hunters out of hunting and it is totally a nonissue as regards environemntal toxicity. Come 
up with a workable hunter access program similar to Montana's Block Management program
DO NOT give hunters who turn in poachers points for special permit drawings.  If WDFW continues to give the points, try reducing the number of points per 
violation.  10 points is extreme, that equals 10 years worth of points. How are the rest of the public ever suppose to compete with these high point totals. 2 
points may be more reasonable.
Don't have the quail season start with the chukar season. Where I hunt pheasants people are hunting quail two weeks early and are shooting pheasants 
early or poaching them.
Eliminate Grouse hunting during deer and elk season or reduce the seasons. Grouse hunting in the Methow Valley is terrible, and has been getting worse 
every year since I started in 1961. More hunters and more residences have greatly reduced their population. A reduced season is badly needed.
Establish a fall turkey hunt in Eastern Okanogan County
Every year I get more discouraged with the hunting in this state. I feel the fish and game department is more about writing tickets, charging fees, charging 
for permits, to generate funds, than they are about producing a good quality hunting program in this state. Washington is never the subject of hunting TV 
shows because compared to states with real opportunity Washington sucks. If I can afford a real hunting trip its not in Washington.
expand grouse season
Get more road access for hunters with disabilites on WDFW owned lands like on wildlife areas.  Mix up the concept of permit drawings and season dates 
for hunters with disabilites to begin early and during genreral season and latter so they have a choice to hunt with fiends and helpers or hnt erly or hunt late. 
On public lands where roads are limited too many animals avoid the roads from the high number of vehicles near by.  Before and after general they come 
back closer to the roads.  Consider using a combination of special permit hunts, or different season dates to increase the quality of the experience by not 
having so many vehicles also competing for the small opportunitiues on the limited open roads.
Get the long term campers out of the forests,  maxim time of 30 days per year!  Have their unlicensed/uninsured vehicle impounded.  Keep track of their 
names (Groups) and vehicles.   Insist on the showing of recipets associated with the disposal of rubbish.  Or the location of a barried pit.
GIVE POINTS ONLY FOR APPLICATIONS NOT DRAWN AND STOP GIVING POINTS TO PERSONS REPORTING POACHERS AND WHATEVER 
ELSE POINTS ARE GIVEN OUT FOR!  AND WHY ARN'T WE TOLD IN THE HUNTING REGULATIONS AND SEASONS PAMPHLET WHAT WAYS 
PERSONS ARE EARNING POINTS ASIDE FROM THE APPLICATION SYSTEM? THERE BY GAINING UNFAIR ADVANTAGE?
Grey Wolves. You have seen the impact on elk in the other Western States that have Grey Wolves. If you allow this in the State of Washington it will have 
a negative impact on all our hunting opportunities in this State. I believe this is going to be a serious problem in the near future.
Hunters are the bggest group of conservatinists , its about time time that the game department works with  us not against us , we pay for game with our 
piont of use permits . lets take control of our rights instead of giveing them to bird watchers and people moving into our rural hunting areas . I'm really tired 
of poeple that don't pay for our game management giving us hunters a ba rap .
I am a female archery hunter and would like to be allowed to carry a hand gun during my archery season.  I pretty much hunt away from my hunting party 
and would like to have personal protection (other than my bow) to protect myself if the need arises.  There are a lot of weird and crazy people out there 
these days.  Because I hunt public land the "public" is out there and I need to be able to defend my self from the bad ones....   Not only protect from human 
attackers but animals also.  If I am caught off guard and knocked down by a prey animal, I will more than likely drop my bow an arrows and become unable 
to defend myself.  I would feel much safer if I were allowed to carry a hand gun during my hunting time in the woods.  I carry one any other time I'm in the 
woods....
I am an avid Carp Bowhunter. I recently became a certified scuba diver and could not wait to take the battle underwater. I was shocked to find that in 
Washington State spearfishing is only permitted in saltwater. Even problem species like Squafish and Carp are safe from my spear. I think this should be 
reviewed and a reasonable season should be added for harvesting. I am aware divers are a minority of sportsmen, but I believe such seasons on problem 
species would motivate more non-licence buying divers to purchase licences, and help the state in problem areas.
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I AM STILL BAFFLED WHY A BOWHUNTER CANT CARRY A HANDGUN FOR PROTECTION.  I HAVE A CPL AND ALSO CARRY A FIREARM FOR A 
LIVING.  IF I AM TRUSTED IN PUBLIC WITH A DEADLY WEAPON, WHY CANT I HAVE ONE IN THE FIELD?  I ARCHERY HUNT FOR THE 
CHALLENGE, AS DO MOST BOWHUNTERS.  WERE NOT GOING TO SHOOT AN ANIMAL WITH A GUN THEN SAY WE ARROW-SHOT IT.  MOST 
STATES ALLOW THEIR BOWHUNTERS TO CARRY IN THE FIELD.  I SUGGEST WA GETS ON BOARD!!!

I did not like the format of the survey on questions that were to rate between 1-5 or 1-6, because you could only mark each number one time.  So even if I 
thought options A-D were not acceptable but option E was had to then rank options A-D as 2,3,4, or 5 instead of marking them all as 5's.  This may bias the 
results of the survey showing some areas as possible options (a two or three ranking) even though the surveyor didn't really agree with that option either.

I don't believe we should be spending money on landowners (hunt by written permission) basis. It should be posted "feel free to hunt", or "register to hunt". 
The landowners are abusing thier agreements by letting only friends and family hunt after being paid by WDFW to allow public hunters. Quit wasting money 
on those type of agreements and pay for more feel free to hunt land, even if it seems to open up less land, it will actually be the opposite I believe.
I don't hunt much in Washington any more. I find Idaho, Wyoming, and Saskatchewan more user friendly to hunters. Their regulations and fees are fair for 
their heard sizes and the quality of game available.  Also, I hunt mostly these days up close and personal with my Crossbow. I have taken a 140# tom 
cougar at 20 feet in Idaho, a 6x6 bull elk in Saskatchewan at 27 yards both with the crossbow. But, I have used a 25-06 to take an antelope at 309 yards in 
Wyoming. All were taken with one shot only.  Thank you............
I don't like the way special permit group applications are handled.  I would like to be able to apply for some hunts as a group and some as an individual.  I 
think it is wrong that your chances of getting drawn are less when applying as a group.  This is my current pet peeve.
I general - I like the 65 age option but would like to see a separate season for this group.  Limit those hunting to 65 and older to a separate season date 
range
I HAVE A CONCERN WITH BEING A MODERN RIFLE HUNTER THAT WHERE I HUNT IN THE BLUES, THE GAME HAS BEEN HUNTED SINCE 
AUGUST WITH ARCHERY, AND MUZZLELOADER  THAT THE ELK GET PUSHED WAY DEEP INTO THE BACK COUNTRY THAT YOU CAN NOT 
GET TO THEM WITH OUT A HORSE.  MYBE WE NEED A SEASON LIKE MONTANA DEER ELK SAME TIME. THERE IS TO MUCH HUNTING 
PRESSURE ON GAME ANIMALS. ESPECIALLY DURING THE RUT. ALSO LAND OWNERS HAVE TO PUT UP WIOTH HUNTERS UP TO 6 MONTHS A 
YEAR IN THE AREAS THAT ALOW LATE MUZZLEDOADING SEASON.
I have several other comments.     The first being in this whole survey nothing is mentioned about the archery regulations. I know that the current policy is 
to use only fixed blade broadheads, why is that? Mechanical broadheads should be allowed for use in any hunting. I have used them in Maryland on deer 
where it is legal and have had better results with mechanicals thant fixed blades.     The laws need to be changed to allow hunters to use modern archery 
equipment, as I said before just because you use the new-age equipment it does not mean you will always harvest an animal.   You need to look into 
changing the laws to allow the use of this type of broadhead.     Another problem I have is the amount of money it costs a hunter to buy his or her hunting 
tags and license. I do nto agree with the price and feel that we as hunters in this state are being ripped off by the Game department and the powers that be 
in the capital.   Right now it costs a hutner 72 dollars to be able to hunt deer, elk, bear, and cougar, and then you have to buy a small game licenses to hunt 
I hunt Muzzloader. I have had to change because of the way the Dept. changes seasons.Rifle to archery because of to many rifle hunters. Changed to 
Muzzle loader because of Dept change in season to erly Sept.Would you like to kill an Elk in 100 degree Temp? Now we have changed to only hunting deer 
in NE wash. there are good amounts of deer, but few Elk.
I really feel strongly that the DNR is waisting funds and financial resources and not doing the job they are intended to do which is IMPROVE wildlife habitat, 
and food supply.  It wouldn't be too difficult for the DNR to get out there and start planting Apple Tree's, Persimmon, Acorn, Filbert tree's, to provide more 
nutrition and calories for deer, elk, herds including bears.  These fruit and nut bearing trees would boost survival rates of wildlife, and make for better 
embryonic development for elevated fawn and cub survival rates.  By providing proper nutrients, minerals, proteins, fibers for wildlife it would also greatly 
reduce their need to seek out farmed crops, and fields that farmers greatly depend on.  I believe that the clash between farmers and wildlife would greatly 
minimize.
I think many game animals are wounded and die later from inexperinced hunters using all differnt weapons.  I do not think thier is an easy fix. I do not 
believe in the master hunter system, I think it just allows for more abuse of the system. I have been hunting here for the last 29 years, and every year I 
become more disapointed in my fellow hunters, the burn and cut up everything in sight and then leave thier trash behind. They drive on the closed roads. 
there is just not enough enforcement during hunting season. people do not walk and hunt any more, they drive. Give us hunters a hunt. I hunt off of horses, 
I go where there are no roads, in an attempt to get away from to people who shoot at anything that moves. I think the penalties she be stronger for those 
who are caught on closed roads and those who trash our beloved mountains.
I think that big bull tags should be valid for early and late season archery.
I think that if you put in for a special deer or elk permit and are drawn then that is what you hunt. ie a cow or doe. Or a qualtiy hunt. That is what you wanted 
then that is what you get leave the rest for us who didn't get drawn.
I think that klickitat should be open to any hunter for fall turkey
I think there needs to be change and the things here are all needs that seem to make some seroius improvement
I think there should be more opportunities for Youth and Handicapped hunters.
i think your survey is great.  and i hope it helps set regs for the future.  i can't make the public meetings, so this is great.  i love to hunt, and fish, and 
hike/ski/backpack, etc.  thank-you
I would like to see archery, muzzleloader, and modern firearms seasons rotate each year so that each one could have a chance to hunt first. One year 
would be archery, muzzleloader, modern firearms, the next would  be muzzleloader, modern firearms, archery, the next would be modern firearms, archery, 
muzzleloader. This would give all hunters a chance to be first.
I would like to see areas that are restricted by the placing of the wind mills in eastern Washington be turned into primitive weapons areas only.
I would like to see some of the larger GMUs divided into smaller GMUs to allow for better management and or opportunities. For example GMU335 and 
560.
Idaho has a good system in place for Moose, Mountain Goat, and Bighorn Sheep. They label these animals as trophy species. And they have some of the 
best draw odds in the lower 48 states for them. You can choose one of them for one season and that is it for the year. If you choose to put in for one trophy 
species then you can not apply for speical Deer, Elk, and in Idahos case Antelope. This makes these tags drawable over ones life time. Were here it is just 
the same as hiting the lottery. Thanks for setting this up were any one can give an opion!!!
If there is or is going to be a spring hunt for turkeys, why would it be allowed during nesting season????
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In the online licensing purchase process please consider combining the special permit application process and the tag purchase process into ONE 
TRANSACTION!!!  I have missed this year's special permit application because due to previous years online sluggishness to get things processed.  Having 
to Log in to another link to apply for the special permit is time consuming and fruitless.  Please do it like this example:  Click on the button for Special permit 
Deer in the licensing window. Have a question box for "are you hunting/ applying as a group- YES/NO".  If Yes, then ask "are you the group leader", if "NO" 
then applicants must enter the WILD ID of the group leader.  If yes (group leader), this then opens a drop down area that allows you to then enter your 
group hunt choices for special permit deer.  If you are not applying as a group it would do the equivalent of a group leader and open a drop down for 
entering hunt choices including the "ghost" numbers that just gain points.  Also provide a button that says" do you want to enter your hunt choices now-
In this survey where you need to rank your choice, I saw several questions that I would have liked rank them the same, but the program would not let us.
Including crossbows in archery seasons is dangerous, particularly to we archers who ground-hunt. Ground-hunting with a bow requires camouflage, 
mimicry, and a close-quarters shot. Crossbows can be carried "cocked and locked."  A longbow does not go off by accident; a crossbow does. Crossbows, 
due to the nature of the hunt they mandate, belong in muzzle-loader season.
It is a shame that hunters have been put into the catagory of campers/homeless  when it comes to how long you can stay in the woods during the hunt 
seasons.  Those of us that are retired and choose to hunt both deer and elk are not allowed to stay in the woods for the full season as they run longer than 
21 days.  At least in the past you were able to move 5 miles away and still stay in the woods to hunt even though it was also a hassel to move.  It is not the 
hunters that are "living" in the woods.  When hunting season is over we go home!  I believe that if the forest service / authorities would deal with those 
individuals that are homless and have chosen to live and trash our forest this 21 day restriction would not be necessary.  It is a shame that you have 
allowed a few bad eggs ruin it for the hunters.
It is getting too complicated.   Your fundamental determinate should remain the health of the resource, habitat protection.... AND MORE ENFORCEMENT 
FOR THE EVIL DOERS..... GOOD LUCK
It would be helpful to redo GMU boundaries using a readily available map that adequately depicts the boundaries.  Having to buy 5-6 different maps to 
determine various boundaries across the state can be to fiscally burdensome and complicated.  The Washington Gazetter would be a good example of 
such a map that could be used.
keeping deer and elk units open at the same time, to decrease on gas use, but would increase hunters oppertunities to be in the woods
Limited Access:  In previous polls, the majority of people asked for quality hunts, trophy animals, and habitat enhancement.  The department should 
consider the means to accomplish this request.  My experience persuing Elk and achieving a quality hunt is largely determined by Limiting Vehicular 
Access to hunters by the use of "gates" similiarly used by Private Timber Companies or "digging up" road access points.  Access only achieved by walk-in, 
biking, or horse-back.  This is accomplished by keeping motorized vehicles out of sub-areas and leaving mainlines open to access the tributary roads 
(much like the red dot/green dot approach but more restrictive).  Gates could be used during the spring in high calving areas, too.  Lastly, I would consider 
this measure significant to the ethics of the sport by boasting fair chase, persuing animals one on one by foot, and not by car.  We have way to many roads 
cutting through our forests.  Would'nt you believe this would bolster public support and not just by hunters?    At the minimum, consider specific areas to be 
Merriams turkey: Do whatever you have to do,( i.e. eliminate quarantine) to move the hundreds and hundreds of "Problem turkeys" on private land in the 
N.E. part of the state to W.D.F.W. owned lands in the central and south central areas of Wa. state. Enlist Master hunters to volunteer man(women)power, 
pick-ups and other equipment to help.
More priority needs to be put on the draw system.  For very limited deer and elk hunting districts, applicants should have 5 aquired points before being able 
to apply
More special permits for youth, handicap, and hunters 65 years and over, also more units to choose from. Thank you for the privilege of doing this survey. 
Hunting and fishing and the use of our lands to   me is a privilege not a right. It is the same for private lands as well. Thank you again.
More wintering grounds should be actively sought and purchased by WDFW to preserve our future hunting areas.  Many areas around Chelan County for 
instance are being developed.  The wintering areas are going to be critical for this area.  We have great summer range but very small winter ground.
My Mother taught me that if I can't say something nice not to say anything at all.
need a calender in the game pamphlet.  i have been asking for this for 10 years, told one is not needed, no were not,, ..nowhere in the game pamphlet does 
it tell you what DAY of the week a season starts on, stops, or when permits are due.. i have to cut a calender out and stick it in my pamphlet, i shouldn't 
have to do that.. make this document user friendly. put a calender in it.  Thanks........
Need better enforcement in keeping vehicles off non-established roads managed by WDFW. ATVs sneek into areas having posted signage stating no 
vehicles beyond this point.
No hunter should get more days to hunt just because of the type of weapon he/she decides to use--  there should only be one season (per speices). Not a 
hunting season that starts in september and end  the end of janurary of the following year
One hunting license bought to hunt all seasons, with any weapon, until your animal is harvested.
Open green dot roads to 65 and older to picking up harvested animals using motorized vehicles
open partridge season earlier in Sept. as it was done in the 1980's
Over all I am somewhat happy with the opurtunitys that are available in my area. My biggest concern is the amount of illegal traffic on closed roads in the 
Clockum, and Nanuem GMU's. I think during hunting season most people follow the rules, the problem is during the spring and summer months.
Over the past few drawings Wash. has had to complete more than one drawing disappointing many hunters who thought they were drawn on the first 
drawing-this is rediculous. Many hunters have lost any faith in your system and always will question how fair it will be in the future-lets get it right!
Pheasant in Western WA is like playing russian roulette.  A new system should be set up where punch cards for specific plant sites are purchased rather 
than for all sites.  This would allow more load-balancing between locations.  Also, selling weekend and weekday permits separately might help even the 
load.  With plants favoring the weekend, more people hunt the weekend even if they could hunt the weekday.
Pheasant season: I would like a summer pheasant season in WW.  The dogs live for it and once a year is tough... especially when the dogs get older and 
are more susceptible to the cold.
Please consider opening Eastern WA pheasant on the same day as general deer for modern fire arm, like it used to be. Noon start time is good. This would 
save gas, and allow hunters to cluster opportunity into one vacation. Consider having turkey open as well.
Please put the pheasant season back to early to mid Oct.  Trading two weeks of great weather for two weeks in the middle of January, when the birds are 
stressed from weather already, makes no sense either from a hunter experience standpoint or a game management standpoint.
Private Land is increasingly difficult to access because of irresponsible hunters and polluters. It would be nice to develope a special hunt application for 
these lands that are divided into smaller sections and seasons that hunters could apply for specifically. If they are drawn, their name would be submitted to 
the land owner along with the hunt dates they drew. If there are property damage or season/species violations they would be easier to narrow down as to 
the offender. Property owners would have the comfort of knowing who was on their land and when prior to hunt dates and anyone not having a valid hunt 
tag could be sited for property or hunt violations. Owners could be compensated for opening their land for use by receiving a free hunt or fish license. They 
could also be allowed to choose what type of hunters can hunt their property; Modern/Muzzle/Bow. Violaters could be penalized by losing hunt or fish 
priveledges for 1 year. Repeat offenders loss it for longer or even permanently.
quit trying to follow the european model.  don't pay for game damage to crops. Make the them open up to hunters.
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Require a hunting license number to take surveys like this one!

Road closure areas should apply to every hunter, having a key to an area (timberland) should not allow for someone to use it as a private hunting reserve.
Roads.  If WDFW can not maintain roads to the standards that they regulate other landowners to do, then abandon them.  Seriously, if there is a green dot 
road, you should be able to drive a highway vehicle on it without damage to the vehicle.  If vehicular access is a concern among some hunters, then those 
areas with well maintained roads by the WDFW (not other landowners) should require a hunt application fee to be used for road maintenance.
Rotate the gate closures. Every year in my hunting area, "Skokomish", the gate closure at Brown's Creek coincides with "modern" rifle season. It's open for 
the Native Americans, the bow hunters, and the muzzleloaders and is then closed for the "modern" rifle season. Mayby the game department couuld rotate 
the user groups. Getting behind those gates once every three or four years would be nice.
Several years ago i hunted Elk in an area around the Little Naches river.  there was a green dot system in effect where you could only drive on roads with a 
green dot on them.  This was a great system.  It provided for a good hunting experience for folks that do not have the equipment to set up camp in the 
wilderness.  It also takes some of the pressure off of the animals during hunting season.  I would like to see more of this type of management.  It is good for 
hunters and animals.
Single biggest issue that all wildlife agencies have is to keep access to good hunters open so that hunting pressure keeps the animals in check. 
Enforcement of existing regulations is vital to the health of all and to keep the funding source healthy.
Sometimes it feels like the department needs to continously make changes, whether they are needed or not.  Most changes further restrict opportunities.  It 
seems we have fewer hunters, spending fewer days afield, every year.  Most childern not only have little opportunity to experience hunting but are actively 
pushed away from it by everything in their lives.  Adults lives are busier, making it difficult to plan a hunt.  Now we have even less money available to get 
out of the city with $4 -$5 a gallon fuel. This is all going to kill off hunting in our lifetime if we don't do something about it.  One thing that helps is to educate 
young people about the positive effects of game management.  Another big thing is to find ways to increase the number of days open to hunting.  Very few 
people hunt during mid-week so a 9 day season effectively means a 4 day season.  That is a pretty short time to spend a bunch of money on, and then find 
you may loose one weekend to family issues or work.  That is the real world.  Most of the guys I know who used to hunt don't go anymore.  That means 
Special Permit drawings:     I would like to see the system revamp so that hunters with many points are being drawn over hunters with less points for there 
chose of permit hunts
Spring youth hunt, needs to be opened for 7 or 10 days prior to the general hunt, we need to get more of todays youth out in the field without other pressure 
for adult hunters.
stop having open season when a population is dessimated.... On the areas that are open, stop having rules/regulations that are so abstract that a council of 
lawyers couldn't figure them out.  Your rules/regulations are bordering on the absurd at times.
STOP RIFLE HUNTING BETWEEN THE IRRIGATION CANAL AND WILSON RD BETWEEN WILSON RD AND REECER CRK RD
The Advanced and Master Hunter programs are out of wack with regards to the working man and landowners.  I own land/elk habitat in the Quinault valley.  
I manage part of my land for elk. And I can't even hunt elk on my own property. Thats rediculous.  The only people that have time for the advanced/master 
hunter progam are wealthy people from out of town, people that make hunting one of there primary passions, and people with lots of time on their hands.  
With gas prices the way they are I'll be thinking twice about how far I'll travel to shoot a elk. I've got kids, I'm in the fire department, I've practiced 
conservation, good stewerdship, and ethical hunting practices all my life.  Land owners in advanced hunter areas should be exempt!!!!!!!!!
The biggest threat to big game is the use of atv's.  People now road hunt from them everywhere. They kill more elk then people on foot and ruin the hunt for 
real hunters.  Limit their use.    MOSTLY WE NEED A LOT MORE ENFORCEMENT OUT THERE!
The current season structure for the most part has optimized the opportunity for each user group within the constraints of the resource.
The hunting and fishing licenses are a mess.  Maybe you could simplify things by putting everything on one card.  Maybe a rechargeable credit card.  Keep 
the tags and punch cards seperate.  Keep it simple.
The permit process is very weak and slow. If other States can do there permit process earlier and faster so can we (you). We as hunters need to know if we 
have drawn a permit, what it is for and   when our special hunt is. We have to notify our employers as early as six months in advance, let alone schedule 
our summer family vacations. With computer entry of our hunt choices and a permit deadline, the drawing of permits should be done in a very short time 
frame with quick notification.
The permit results do not allow adequate time for archers to arrange for time off work and scout properly.  The permit results need to be issued earlier.
The sports community should be informed ahead of time when herds are being reduced, or fish are being netted and relocated. I hunted the Yakima area a 
few years ago for elk during muzzle loader season. I never saw an elk in 8 days. I've always ran into at least a few. Later I found out that the state had been 
reducing the herd by about 40%. I would have hunted other areas. Myself and others felt that the WDFW had purposely uninformed us to keep up the 
revenue. Actions like herd reduction should be posted in the regs. We pay hard earned money for the licenses and tags we buy. We deserve to be able to 
make an informed decision about our hunting choices. With the amount of licenses, tags, and permits that are sold, it really makes it hard to believe that 
the herds were reduced because of lack of funding for winter food in the feeding stations. Just adding up the revenue from the sale of permit applications 
alone is staggering.
The state should look at selling a life time hunting license to residents only. Also look at giving each group some over lapping seasons like like deer and elk 
sharing a weekend . Hunters put allot of thier money out each and every year and they should be given the most time in the field theat they can be.
The use of quads in the hunting areas needs to be adressed. 1000.00 to 2000.00 fine!
The zero tolerance for wildlife violations in the last 10 years for the Master Hunter was not thought out. Being kicked out of the program or excluded from it 
for violations that would be considered the equivalent of a parking ticket is stupid. Weight needs to be given to the different game violations to make it fair. 
Someone that poaches an Elk and someone that forgets to pich a barb on a hook should not be treated the same and that is how it is now.
Their should be more permits allowed for the Senior  ( 65 & older ) hunter.
there should be an online posting of when and where phesents will be released each week during the season.

These surveys are great and I understand the Depts need to understand the desires of their constituants, however, the Dept needs to manage the game in 
this State based on best available science and use pilot programs or other States' successes/failures for bettering the management of our public resources.  
More scientifically sound date in these surveys to educate the survey takers would reduce the emotional and knee-jerk responses one would assume you 
get from some constituents.  Public outreach and education would help us all understand the pressures and outcomes of various management proposals.
True turkey hunters have worked hard to build this sport.  The day WDFW allows deer, elk, or other hunters to start harvesting turkeys is the day I stop 
volunteering my time and money for this endeavor (which both have been substantial). Increase the turkey season or harvest levels for turkey hunters as 
needed, but leave turkey hunting to turkey hunters in turkey only hunting seasons.
Turkey seasons should be longer, and no tags required, but a "catch" card, like salmon with three or four birds a year total, no more than one of which can 
be taken in the early season.
Turkey,   I know you guys love the money but they are a very large nusance and a non-native to boot.   Decrease the price of the tags.  or go to a general 
season.
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Turkey, eliminate the youth hunt! Every year, after talking to parents and land owners. ITs  very apparent that the the youth hunt is used, so that the parent 
has the first opportunity to shoot a turkey before other adults enter the woods. Thus eliminating the chance you made for children to have a better chance. 
And also teaching them unethical practices.
Until the cost of effective non-toxic materials comes down to a reasonable level (close to lead) I think restrictions should be limited to problem (wetland) 
areas only.
Upland Game, would like to see the Eastern Wa. pheasant opener moved up earlier in the season in conjuction with the quail and partridge season.
WA needs to have the draw sooner. what ever it takes.
We have to do more to control the turkey population in Northeastern Washington.  Either longer seasons or more "any turkey" options.
We micro-manage the game in this state to death. Get back to doing things the easy way. Open and close areas to control head pop. Or a draw for the right 
to hunt each year. The more rules and costs the more people that cannot afford to hunt. This can be the same for fish also. Get back to the basics.
we need more access to better private land to hunt and fish.
we need more Eastern Wild Turkeys in Southwest Washington
western washington pheasent should not be starved prior to release please feed them
What happened to pheasant hunting in Washington???   As compared to North Dakota.
What's the future game plan for improving habitat for wild pheasants in this state? Who's the leader and what's the department strategy?  Are farmers on 
board?
why can't the permit applications results come out sooner?
Why do we not have a sportsman pack for combo hunting/fishing package like oregon has. I buy a fishing liesence in oregon because I fish there alot and 
buy daily tags in WA if fishing in state. I would buy everything in WA if they had a combo. It just makes sence, offer a little discount any sell all the tags at 1 
time. I can't believe Oregon is smarter.
Wish your website would work so I could input more of my ideas---as you will see--I am for closing areas to hunting--stop tribal slaughters, make hunting 
seasons later in the year--help animals prosper, and make sure I tell you guys you need to clean up your act in the fish & game dept in Wa State--start 
using monies back into the wildlife such as MT OR Utah, WY, and other western state.
Allow all hunters to carry sidearm for protection (animals, pot growers, meth heads, etc...).
Allow hunters to utilize all of their four permit hunt choices on one specific hunting unit. I hunt one area only and would like to focus all four of my choice 
selections on that one area. It was previously done that way and seemed to work.
Allow people to pick up winter kill animals (the horns).
balance the number of special permits for deer and elk between all weapon types
Change the permit style drawing just because we put in for a weapon to hunt with in a drawing does not make it the weapon we want to hunt with in the 
general season!!!!!!
decease Muzzleloader speical hunts and combine modern rifle and muzzleloader seasons into one season.
Disabled either sex hunts have been removed. This hinders my abilities to fill my tags.
DO AWAY WITH MASTER HUNTER PROGRAM.THIS ONLY CATERS TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOTHING BUT TIME AND MONEY.DOES NOT 
MEASURE TRUE TEST OF A HUNTERS ABILTIES.
Eliminate the closed Loowit unit and transfer that land to adjacent hunting areas.  Open as much public land as possible to hunting in the Loowit Unit.
Every effort should be made to lengthen hunting seasons while maintaining appropriate game populations.
Expand Turkey hunting season and allow the use of electronic calls.
For the most part, WDFW does a great job. I hope you continue to support hunters and our heritage.
Have a stiffer fine for people driving off the green dot roads in the clockum area.
hounds for bobcat also
Hunting numbers are falling in our state and around the nation.  There are fewer hunters every year.  I feel if our state needs to bring back the days of 
"hunting stories."  These are the stories our fathers and grandfathers told us that got us interested in hunting.  It is hard to get the youth of our state 
interested in hunting in our state when our stories of hunting consist of:  Well I put in for twenty years for chance to draw a permit to hunt big bulls and when 
I finally drew it I had to hunt it alone because everyone else had a cow tag for later in the year.  Or I sat on this meadow all morning and a spike bull came 
running 50 yards from me,  I shot, hit it and 4 other hunters I didn't know decided to shoot it too.
Hunting would be increased numbered wise and and income for the wdfw if we could force private timberland owners to open there gates to the public.  
This ongoing problem is creating more and more hunters to stop hunting in Washington.  If the timerland owners are unwilling to allow more public acess 
we need to charge them taxes that any other normal residence would be taxed.
I am a WWII vet and have been purchasing hunting and fishing licenses in Washington since 1959. I think that the WDFW should have lincense fees 
reduced by 50%  for us guys who have supported the WDFW for all these years. This can be age related or for people who have purchased licenses for a 
specific number of years
I believe that orange is not a good color for hunters in the western slopes as the vine maple is orange. I have observed that blue is a very unusual color and 
is best to recognize humans in the woods.
I certainly hope the proposed pronghorn reintroduction goes well.
I own a cabin/property in Sun East which is located in GMU 328 - the old muzzelloader 911 area surrounded it and I strongly feel that a firearm restriction 
should be enforced for that area. There are several cabins that have been established in the past 5 years and the area is not safe during the modern 
firearm season. Several of us have our areas posted and that does not seem to stop most of them from shooting on our properties and towards our cabins. 
Some of us have contacted the county but have gotten no where. Please take this into consideration.
I tired
I was glad to see the draw odds issue being addressed.  By giving increased preference to hunters with the most points and by allowing hunters to apply for 
only one once-in-a-lifetime specie or deer and elk and limiting the number of choices the draw odds will improve greatly.  Idaho has draw odds for bighorn 
sheep in good units as low 1 in 35, and excellent deer and elk rut hunts with rifle as low as   1 in 10.
I wish Dove season would start two weeks earlier and go for an entire month.
I wish that if putting in for a special hunt  and where not drawn, that i do not have to hunt with that weapon.
I would like to see a boost in enforcement. I saw two illegal cow elk taken in GMU 329 during modern rifle and it makes me sick. I want to know how I can 
help catch poachers and cheaters!!! I would happily pay more for a license if it would help. I'm tired of seeing the fish & game department limp along on a 
piss-poor budget. These folks are dedicated but spread too thin!!
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I would like to see more emphasis on preventing the introduction/spread of invasive species.  Washington has been a leader in the west for years on the 
aquatic side but more could/should be done.
I would like to see more Fish and Wildlife Officers in the field during hunting season.  In the last 8 years Ive only been checked once for my license.
I would suggest initiating a combined deer/elk season. I would also use the elk season timeframe; however, would extend elk season to 15 days. I would 
include regular deer and late buck within the 15 days season.
If WDFW is wanting to foster the sport of hunting, allowing more opportunities for families to hunt together out of school would be desirable.
It would be nice to be able hunt turkeys during modern firearm season since many of us only get to our hunting areas during that time of year.
keep in mind that most of us hunters can only take one big game hunting trip a year
Keep wolves out of washington
License costs are starting to get far to high for many to afford them. Costs need to be stabilized at an affordable level
longer band-tail season
Many states allow hunters to hunt big game with all three weapons as long as you are willing to purchase a bow,rifle or muzzleloader permit- so should Wa.-
this is why I hunt and spend more money in Idaho, Montana and Wyoming
MORE LAW ENFORCEMENT - MORE LAW ENFORCEMENT - MORE LAW ENFORCEMENT.  We need to see more law enforcement in the woods 
during the hunting season.
Most of the hunting seasons that are available end by the first of December. I would like to see more late season hunting that go into late December. This 
would allow for more people to hunt while visiting the state of Washington during the holidays.

Muzzleloader hunting options should be at least as broad (geographically/duration) as those provided to modern firearm and archerery hunters.  To the 
extent significant limitation of GMUs continues, at least provide units that in terms of cover and topography provide the ML hunter with a sporting chance!
Non-Toxic shot/bullets: there is a need for non-toxic shot in areas of heavy hunting pressure for waterfowl and pheasant. I don't feel that there is enough 
ammunition expended on other game species in a small area to warrant the adoption of non-toxic ammunition statewide.
One hunting license bought to hunt all seasons, with any weapon, until your animal is harvested.
Open green dot roads to 65 and older to picking up harvested animals using mortized vehcles
Open up fishing on the Wenatchee River System! I live on the Chiwawa River and the river has been closed year round to fishing. Oregon, Idaho and 
Montana can still raise fish and yet keep a river open for fishing, why can't Washington?
Pheasant season should start about the 10th or 11th of Oct.  Same start as deer in southeast washington or a week earlier.
Please also combine the online reporting tab for all game species.  Having separate tabs for Big and Small game requires too much hassle to find.  I hunt 
Deer, elk, turkey, Snows and so on.  Having to go to multiple links is annoying.  It should also streamline the web page.
Poaching in the North end of Pend Oreille County is out of control...
Provide greater opportunities for adult home-based hunter education students.  Perhaps increase incentives for hunter education instructors such as 
charging fees for range and paper testing.  Most adults would be willing to pay a reasonable, professional fee for an individual session, but scheduling 
around a class is very difficult, especially in rural areas.
Quit closing our roads(except during extreme fire danger). I don't believe in road hunting but we pay for them and I would like to use them for area acess
Red dot/green dot roads are currently poorly marked in some areas. This causes unintentional trespass, resulting in fines which should not occur.
Reduce the cost of the multi-season permit.
Reduce the multi deer/elk tag for youth half the price it is now.
Retain resource allocation as a means to distribute the resource fairly among the three user groups.
Roads - too much road hunting going on.  The pamphlet should emphasize the restrictions about carrying a loaded firearm in a vehicle.  Access - too much 
timber company lands are becoming unavailable.  Gone are the Plum Creeks, and other "neighborly" companies.  Some don't even allow walk-on any 
more.
SAME AS ABOVE
Stop excessive tribal fishing.
Take a look at the archery equipment regulations.  Traditionialists don't rule the archery field.  I believe expandables are a benefit and increase accuracy.  If 
traditionalists want that than create special permits for recurve or longbow hunters.
Thank you for allowing me to comment.  Thank you for your very difficult work.  As an ethical and law abiding hunter, I wish to not be restricated anymore 
than I am.  I also help by looking for law violators in order to report them which helps enforce the laws we already have without taking more 
freedoms/rights/privledges from us honest hunters.  Balance and reason always prevail.
Thanks for giving me the chance to take part in this survey. I really appreciate the work it takes to get something like this put together, and I hope it works 
out well for you.
The harder you make it to hunt, the more gas hunters will burn. Because of specific evergreen terrain in state of Washington most hunters have to drive 
many hundreds miles before getting a chance to see a deer. That means thousands gallons of gas burned! More hunting restrictions means more 
emissions.
the hunting seasons and regulations pamphlet is geting larger every year.  please try to simplify them.  i don't carry a "pocket lawyer"  with me in the field, 
and feel like i need to.   keep it simple.  keep it understandable, and keep it easy.  thanks.
The master hunter program is a failure. First, it is separating hunter into those who think they are better than other hunters and those who just love to hunt 
(and follow all the rules), so why should a master hunter be given extra time hunting when hunting should be everyones right equally? Second, I personally 
know a person that is taking the course "ONLY" to get that extra benefit, not because they have any more ethics than anyone else. This person also has a 
set of elk antlers on his wall that came from Eastern Washington and has a Western Washington tag on them. But at the end of his course he'll be a 
"master hunter" and be able to hunt more than I will, go figure!
the permit system continues to be flawed.  The basic concept seems sound with squaring points but it is still no different then a game of chance or lottery 
situation. Some tags should be guaranteed after 5 years.  Opportunities for the prime draws should be increased after 5 years, it is probably would 
considering to increase the application to assure only serious hunters are applying.
There are other ways to legally take game in WA without shooting it. It would make sense to add a section to the landowner access initiatives already in 
progress to allow landowners to permit falconry on their property if they are mostly concerned with noise and stray bullets. Having access to land where we 
don't have to worry about our own birds being blown out of the air would truly be Nirvana, and it soothes the landowners' fears as well.
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There are problem turkey population in the northeast, but alot of the problem areas the private land owners will not allow hunting on their property. For 
those problem areas there needs to be a contact agent in that area that hunters can contact to help remove the problem birds. Not just trapping or to have 
professial hunters or guids to hunt the property.
There needs to be a pre-emptive plan to control the wolf population that will soon explode in this state, as it has in Montana, Idaho and Wyoming.  Elk 
populations and behaviors in those states has been severely altered, due to the aggressive nature and behavior of the Canadian Timberwolf, which has 
been reintroduced and is not a native species as the gray wolf once was.
This State has plenty of Habitat for Antelope. Stop the farmers from dictating our game.
Timber companies should not be able to deny access to State and Federal lands by closing gates in the lowlands. Especially, when federal dollars and 
expertise helped build the roads. i.e. Simpson/Green Diamond and the Sustained Yield program in Mason County.
Turkey Seasons should be extended in Eastern Washington because of the over population of birds.  Taking Hens during Spring should be allowed for one 
year to cut the population.

Understandably, most game management efforts are directed at big game.  Small game probably does more for getting young hunters interested, however.
UPLAND GAME IN EASTERN WA. HAS BECOME SO POOR THAT IS ALMOST A WASTE OF TIME TO EVEN  HUNT ON PUBLICLANDS. WE NEED 
HABITAT IN THE WORST WAY AND ALSO INCREASED RELEASES  IN THE SPRING. CRP AND WORKING WITH PRIVATE LANDOWNERS TO 
LEAVE HABITAT CONDUSIVE TO  REARING AND PROTECTING UPLAND GAME IS A START!
WA needs to develop a wolf plan now before there are problems. Wolf populations are expanding into E. WA. and there will be impacts if this is ignored.
Want more turkey hunting opportunities.
WDFW does a great job of managing wildlife.
WE NEED A BETTER PROSESS TO ASSURE THAT WASHINGTON STATE RESIDENTS WHO ARE NOT LEGALLY IN THE U.S.A. NOR ARE U.S. 
CITIZENS ARE NOT PERMITED TO BUY WASHINGTON RESIDENT HUNTING OR FISHING LICENCES. WHAT IS BEING DONE?
We need more enforcement of the existing laws and rules.  There are way too many irresponsible people in the woods that call themselves hunters.  
Littering and road hunters really do not do any thing for this sport.  If you can not get off the road STAY HOME!
we need to trans plant some of the abundent turkeys that are in the eastside of the state and move them to centrel wash on oak creek wildlife area

While somewhat personnel, the permit system needs serious revision.  I believe consideration should be made to increase the odds for all hunters over 65, 
with more then 5 points and/or active military.  Our group has all three and we continue to not be drawn while you continually hear of some being drawn 
every other year or so, which is a statisical probability in a game of chance.  While the current system on the surface would appear to be fair it doesn't really 
work out that way.  Maybe squaring over 5 twice instead of once or a actual guarenteed draw after 5 years of no draw would be more fair in the long run.
Why is it illegal for a farmer to shoot beavers that dam and flood their farm land?
Why is there is a season for the Eastern subspecies of turkey in SW Washington? I admit I have hunted this season for roughly the past 6 seasons (not so 
much the last 2). Over six years of hunting, I haven't heard more than 6 different gobblers and have only seen one harvested. To me, it seems kind of 
pointless to have a season for an animal if said animal's population isn't big enough to survive at reasonable numbers (6 is not a reasonable number). The 
game management reports obviously show there is a very weak population (if you can call it that) of turkeys here.

WOLVES!  Keep them out of the state.  Follow Idaho's lead and open a hunting season NOW.  Our forefathers eliminated the Wolf for a very good reason.
Work with habitat partners to close more roads to encourage more hunters to get out and walk.  If you have the money for it, try to police the slobs more.  
Making more restrictive rules for all hunters is an ineffective method of trying to change the bad behavior of a few.  Focus resources on those bad few, not 
on restricting the law-abiding hunters.  This survey's suggestions about curtailing daily hunting hours is a good example of my point.  Just believe that most 
hunters are as good of people as are you/the ones making the rules.  You wouldn't need those restrictions for you to choose the right behavior.  And believe 
that a small percentage of hunters will be the ones who break a majority of the rules.  Focus your regulations and policing on the law breakers without 
impacting the rest of us. That is what good government does.  Deciding that the only way to regulate behavior is by over-restricting everyone is an 
abdication of government's responsibility to the people.  Choose the least restricting method of accomplish the ends and make sure that the restriction does 
work with large privite land holders to come up with a plan to open areas up for hunting and allowing hunters to cross land to access state land currently not 
accessable.
You should be able to hunt all game with a big game license. You shouldn't have to buy a small game license.
ACCESS: WA. desperately needs an access program statewide, but especially on the eastside.  90% of the land is in private ownership and I have lost 

access to leasee's consistently, year-after-year.  Ranches that I used to hunt are now leased up by rich guys from the westside.  I cannot compete with 
outfitters leasing hunting rights either.  Some parity is needed here.  I cannot express enough how much I believe a model of Idaho's "super tag" program 
would work here, or even Montana's "Acess-Yes" program.  I'm tired of no action on the part of WDFW.  NOW is the time for SOMETHING, ANYTHING. 
You shouldn't have to be rich to hunt in WA.

1.  Ghost hunts should only cost the amount of the permit.  2.  If not drawn for a hunt, a refund should be available. People shouldn't have to be bound to 
the full expense if they know they aren't going to hunt because they didn't get what they wanted.  Example:  If I am only interested in a big bull in eastern 
Wa and I can't get a bull tag, then I shouldn't have to pay for the license if I'm not going to hunt at all.  The point should still count even if a refund is issued.
Additional areas on the East side of the state for disabled hunters.
All shotgun shells containing lead shot should be banned from use except on approved target ranges.  Lead shot should not be allowed statewide from Jan 
1 - Dec 31 for any use unless on a approved target range.
Allow hunters to retrieve big game animals with the aid of an ATV, in a road closed area.
Allow the taking of deer and varmits with crossbow.  What difference does it make what tool is used?
Antler shed trespassers.  Arrest violators; seize implements such as quads and vehicles; lifetime ban on hunting.
Better regulate tribal harvest, or at least get the tribes to cooperate more. Why is their harvest "off the books"?
close more roads during hunting season to discouarge road hunting also would be better for the animals

CREATE 'BEAR AND COUGAR' CATEGORY with two seasons for each species. FIRST SEASON to run concurrent with 'Large Game' and 'Deer' general 
seasons (assuming those two seasons to run end-to-end or over-lapping) by hunters without dogs. Hunters for bear and cougar in this season must also 
purchase a deer and/or elk permit. Add a SECOND stand alone season, for hunters with dogs. Hunters may apply for one season or the other but not both.
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Damage permits in the Teanaway unit.  There should be none!  My family owns a substantial amount of property in this unit.  We have never asked for 
damage permits, or land owner tags, in fact we have tried to make our property no hunting to protect the poor elk who are being hunting practically year 
round.  None of these people make a living by farming so they can just fix their fence every year, just like I do.  One landowner tag last year was given to 
the Teanaway Ranch.  Their caretaker got the permit then drove out into the field and shot a nice bull.  Once again this is NOT hunting.
DNR access roads through private property to state or public land should stay open during hunting season for deer or elk tag holders as long as there is not 
any fire danger.
Doesn't it make sense, that when I open my hunting pamphlet, the first thing I should see is info on your departement and how to reach you, instead of 
ads??
Don't require your boat to be anchored or secured or stopped in the marsh areas (not open Bay) of Skagit Recreation Area.  The current regs prohibit sneak 
boat drifting with river current in marsh area.
Enforce green dot roads! I have had countless hunting trips ruined after I have hiked 4-5 miles up a "closed road" only to have shitheads ruin it.
Failed permits for Once in a lifetime hunts.     I think the cooldown of 5 years for once in a lifetime hunts is rather unfair.  if you fail to harvest an animal on a 
moose, goat or sheep, the way the permit and drawing system works is restricting enough.  allow people who draw these tags and fail to bag an animal 
apply the next year and start collecting points again.
Find some way to greatly reduce the input from politicians. Their ideas have no valid value for wildlife management.
Game worden harassment.  Out camp was checked twice last year in 1 weeks time in the Colville area.  The warden was not pleasant, not professional, 
and not what I would consider to be paying for with my license fees.  They are there to assist with enforcing the laws in place, but do not need to be looking 
for a fight around every corner!
Having to select a "transport tag" so early is very frustrating.  States like Montana allow the hunter to pursue an animal with any weapon legal at that time, 
thus giving much greater creedence to the argument we make that hunters are tools of conservation.  Let us buy tags for animals and hunt them; don't use 
the weight of the government to force us to pick a method.

Hounds for bobcats on a permit program?  There are no shortage of bobcats.  Is there ANY scientific reason that we're not pursuing bobcats with hounds?
Hunting hours of 1/2 hour before sunrise to 1/2 hour after sunrise is fine in open areas with good scopes. 15 minutes before sunrise to 15 minutes after 
sunset would be better in my opinion for the reason of open sights and dense cover.
Hunting participation has been declining for many years.  This trend seems sure to continue as Washington State becomes increasingly urbanized.  The 
WDFW should begin to research and develop wildlife management tools and programs that focus less on hunting to control populations and more on 
changing human attitudes and behaviors,  and altering habitat to decrease the chances of human/wildlife conflict.
I am in favor of reducing road access into a greater portion of areas. There should be equal opportunity for both road and roadless areas. Currently, there 
are far more opportunities for hunters who are road dependent.
I moved here six years ago and traveled out of state to hunt for the first 5 solely due to the complexity of the WA hunting regulations.  It does not have to be 
this hard!  Things are restrictive to the point that you discourage people from participating.  Success rates are so low that youth hunters loose interest.  
Many of the questions in the survey deal with high populations as an issue.  Open up the general hunting regulations and then manage the populations by 
GMU.  State wide restictions and short seasons creat overpopulation in some areas/species and poor populations in others.  Provide incentives for hunters 
to hunt where overpoulation exist and limit opportunities where populations are below par.
I want to thank the WDFW for taking the time to create this survey.  It is nice to give input since I can't make the meetings.  Brad Worby
I would like to see a solution for, but don't have one, for the problem of poaching by illegal aliens. I know they have no Identification, don't speak english, 
would never pay a fine or even show up for court but in some areas thay have taken a real toll on the deer populations.
I'd like to see fewer people in the field at a time making hunting more enjoyable. And cutting down on presure to wildlife even if it means drawing permits to 
hunt
I'm in 340, with an abundance of coyotes, is this being a problem for deer, here and in other areas as well? I've seen packs of 6 and more tracking deer! 
from the sgae to timber areas.
in ansewing these question it would be nice to know how many hunters there from each group  it would be nice to know the havest between each group the 
number of animals taken by each group  proachers and indain take
Keep the organized introduction of wolves out of this state.
Keep the wolves out.   They are too smart of a pack animal to allow in the forests.  They will take away food from the bears,  the lions and the humans.
legalize leg hold traps and kill traps and so forth.
Like your willingness to take public comments like this.  Keep up the good work,
Listen more to the enforcement officers and listen less to the biologists.
Make the crow hunting season year round.
Make the necessary changes to the system to provide the New Big Game Pamphlet by the end of february with a draw in March.  That way hunters can 
make the appropriate plans (Vacation) etc.
make two/2 week seperate general seasons and split the aplicants into those seasons to lesson the numbers of hunters in the field.  You apply for the 
season you want to be in.  For instance I would prefer a late season in Dec.

More opportunities for youth hunters, with less restrictions-Doe/cow permits in prime GMU's.  Give them the chance to harvest and get hooked on hunting.
My last comment is that I know people that put in for drawings only to try to get a tag, not to hunt. These non hunters don't want anyone else to get the tag. 
This should be made illegal...................
Offer more incentives such as extra draw points or special tags for hunters who turn in poachers!!!
One hunting license bought to hunt all seasons, with any weapon, until your animal is harvested.
Open green dot roads to 65and older to picking up harvested animals using motorized vehicles
phesant, please keep the game reserve on fir island open.  i drive from everett every weekend and see that it is well used.
Plant more upland birds.

Publish some sort of guide or recommended course of action for those that may have accidentally killed an illegal animal (i.e. deer with insufficient number 
of "points").  I worry that some people may mistakenly kill an animal, only to realize they that it is "a 2-point, not a 3-point," then leave the animal for fear of 
being caught.  I would think it beneficial for there to be a published guideline directing them to at least report the animal so that it could be salvaged by the 
Game Department and donated or something.  Perhaps this already exists, but if so, it needs to be more visible, as I have never seen it in my regulations.
SAME AS ABOVE
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Stop raising the prices and reducing the hunting. Go back to the tags and license we had 2 years ago last years were junk.
Thanks for all you guys do!
Thanks for the opportunity to comment.
The Archery season should NOT BE INTERTWINED WITH MUZZLELOADER SEASON!!!! I was following a heard of elk in the archery season last year, 
and there were swarms of muzzleloader permit winners hunting where i was trying to stalk elk, and I was honestly nearly shot when i pushed the elk into the 
edge of a clearcut, and 6 muzzleloader hunters opened up on them from several hundered yards away... They have no need to be hunting at the same time 
as archery!!!!!!!
The game pamphlet needs to be out earlier with the drawing deadline, and results made available earlier such as May.
The state really needs to stop disproportionally representing archery hunters in the case of special permits. there are plenty of permits for all three types of 
hunting and they should all be given equal president.
There are safety rules in effect for hunting in this state based on sound evidence.  These rules should be enforced versus formulating rules based upon 
emotion versus best science.
There were no comments/questions about the length of archery seasons in this survey. I am a dedicated, ethical hunter and it seems that the archery 
seasons are getting shorter and shorter. Please extend them AND open more areas for archers for deer and elk.
This is for the drawing system to give everybody better odds of getting drawn for what they really want to hunt.     I would like to see the system the same 
as Idaho's except with bonus points. You can only apply for one species if its Moose, Sheep, or Goat, or you can apply for deer and elk.
Try to provide hunters with pportunities to "double up":   To be able to hunt deer AND elk at the same time, deer AND turkey (fall), bear and turkey (spring).  
This commonly occurs in most of the other, Western states.  It can be fair here, too.
TURKEY, ALLOW FALL HUNT, SAME RULES AS SPRING AS LONG AS TAG HOLDER DIDN'T HARVEST SPRING TURKEY.
Turkeys.  Should be part of the small game license as it used to be.  Are turkey tags just to make money.
Washington hunters DO NOT want wolf packs in this state.  Do all you can to discourage wolves moving into Washington.  Idaho is one of only two states 
reporting an elk decline and it is due to wolves.
We need more safety education classes or make it eaiser on us for our younger generation
We need to work with more land owners not only to open more of there land to the public, but also to allow for more cover for upland bird habitat.
You have robbed groups of hunters access to game in units 130 and 101.  One week season for the so called modern hunter.
Advanced or Master Hunters should not be allowed additional deer or elk permits or any extra special permits that the general population is not allowed. If 
there is an overpopulation of animals in an area they should not be hunted by master hunters only. Those permits should be open to the general hunters as 
well.
ALLOW ACCESS TO STATE LAND BY CROOSING PRIVATE LANDOWNERS LAND-AND STOP PRIVATE LANDOWNERS FROM CHARGING FOR 
SHOOTING A WASHINGTON GAME ANIMAL ON THEIR PROPERTY!!!!! STOP UNREGULATED INDIAN HUNTING!!!!!!!!
Allow crow hunting 12 months out of the year. That is no closed season on crows and no daily limit.
be harder on the use of atvs i've seen alot of atv use on forest roads even though it suppoosed to be illegal.
Coyotes - Why would we care about toxic/non-toxic shot for coyotes?
coyotes: no battery operated calls or lures
create a large cash reward for information leading to the arrest of poachers
Did I mention illegal cat running by houndsmen is a BIG problem?!?!?! Close the dogs down at the end of the year!
Double the number of multiple use permits & lower the fee to $100.00
Eliminate the choice of one weapon over another. Should I restrict you to only drink tea rather than coffee for breakfast? Or drive your truck instead of your 
car to work? (managed by too many people from California)
For special permit draws increase the mathematical relevance of a hunters accumulated points.
Get going on your wolf management plan, they're comin'....
How about an annual "Hunters Package" that allows all tags to be included for one set fee...say 150.00$  Any special drawings would not be included in 
that package.    Then we could have a "Delux Hunters package" that would have all the tags included with the "Hunters Package" and all entries for Moose, 
Sheep, Mountain Goat, Anterless Deer and Elk...that package could be 450.00$
I am new to Washington State and for someone with limited experience hunting the area there is not literature available to clearly define hunting areas and 
boundaries.  The current hunting regulations are clear as mud.
I appreciate the "previous season's applicants" column in the special permit section.  Great call!

I think muzzleloader hunters should be allowed to use 209 primers it is almost impossible to buy an inline muzzleloader that is exposed to the elements.
If we have wolves - where is the hunting season?
In Eastern counties of Washington, allow 3-4 turkeys per hunter with one being a hen.
Increase the penalty for anyone that travels onto closed roads with any motor driven vehicle. Make it hurt the pocket book, hunting privledges and 
confiscation of equipment. These individuals don't respect the law and make all hunters look bad. Its madning to walk in a three or four mile only to have a 
vehicle drive in and ruin what started out to be a great and challanging hunt. Fine them 3 or 4 thousand dollars, take their hunting license for three years, 
impound their truck, confinscate their weapons and maybe require them to go through hunter safety again and community work like putting up closed road 
signs and removing garbage along said roads.
Increased presence of Wildlife Officers during all seasons. In 15 years, I have never seen an enforcement officer during the late muzzleloader seasons. I 
understand the 'mileage allotment' may have been used up by then. There are going to be some hunters who not play by the rules in any season. There 
needs to be some sort of presence.
Longer seasons and more GMU's for archery please.
Look at offer hunting licenses to females at a lower cost....  We are the hunting minorities you know...
Manage closed roads better.  I see 4 wheelers everywhere behind closed gates in unit 113.  I think this is a major problem in many areas.
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Master Hunters...Where do I begin.  This is the most ridiculous name to call these people.  Many I know have NEVER even harvested an animal.  One I 
know couldn't tell the difference between a Mule Deer and an elk on a magazine cover.( I was there)  Many I know of have poached or partied hunted or 
wasted meat or etc., etc., etc.  Helped turn one in this spring who was hunting elk in MARCH!!  I have looked at your "exams"  What does the percentage of 
women hunters have to do with being a "Master Hunter"  What does the rank of land size have to do with being a "MAster Hunter"  How about ethics, 
tracking, shooting ability, be able to identify different species, I sure you can come up with a better way for people to Kill 4 elk a year, (yes 2 cows most 
likely pregnant)  all because they had someone sign off that they did this or that.  I'm sorry , no , there is no reason for someone to be able to shoot 2 elk.  
That is alot of meat.  Many are just giving it away.  How about teaching only kill what you can eat.  This program has singal handedly slaughtered the 
more officer patrols, no more good ole boys not writing tickets for none law breakers. and when people are caught they get the book thrown at them.  and 
no more local town guys, that break rules and the game officers know, but since they are who they are, they are not held accountable.  Tougher no 
tresspassing lawsi. Must protect the landowners.  Cause we can all plant houses and take away access and places for wildlife to live.
One hunting license bought to hunt all seasons, with any weapon, until your animal is harvested.
Open greeen dot roads to 65 and older to picking up harveted animal using motorized vehicles
Please pay attention to this - landowners in the Tri-Valley are do want their problem elk harvested, but they do not want yahoos that they do not know 
hunting on their land.  As near as I can tell (as I am a landowner in this area obviously) no one who has permission to hunt on my land ever gets drawn for a 
permit.  The solution to this and likely many other private properties where special hunt permits are handed out to those with no permission is to require 
submission with the permit application of some kind of certified landowner permission slip, either that or just make it simple and allow the landowners to 
apply for all the permits and let them be used by either themselves, relatives, or trusted freinds.  No selling of permits mind you, although that would 
somewhat mollify those who suffer repeated financial loss it would not look good or even be safe as the highest bidder is not always the most trustworty 
person.  Just figure out some way to get these permits in the hands of those that the landowners want.
Quit lying to the Sportsmen of Washington and come out of the closet and just admit you are secretly re-introducing wolves to Washington. I personally saw 
2 wolves in the Bethel unit 4 years ago. Those wolves didn't migrate from Idaho, they were placed there. Also work with the tribes to help stop the slaughter 
of mature bulls in the colockum. I know the Indians have their hunting rights, but do they have to shoot ONLY trophy bulls, cut off the head for the trophy 
and leave the meat to rot? Deny it all you want, but have seen it with my own eyes.
Quit wasting hundreds of thousands of dollars every year buying pen-raised pheasants destined for a coyote or hawk's belly.  Use those funds to purchase 
land and restore habitat for pheasants, huns, chukar, etc.  This state has immense potential for development and restoration of a strong, viable population 
of game birds, and yet we resort to planting pen-raised birds that have no hope of surviving the season, let alone the winter, as a solution...that policy 
seriously stinks!  The recent trades with private landowners (Blixseth) is a great step in the right direction.  Keep doing that.
Restrict off road use of ATV's. Have you ever hiked for hours only to be passed up by an ATV??????
SAME AS ABOVE
Special permits drawn sooner including multi season.
Stop reducing hunting seasons for modern hunters to give to special intrest groups.  All hunters are equal and deserve equal access to Washingtons 
Game.
Study the effects on wildlife from the herbicides used by the timber management companies to control broad leaf plants.
Thank you for this opportunity
Thank you for this survey it was very good in my opinion.
The WDFW should have all the harvest reports done BEFORE we have to apply for special permits. Not just the special permit hunts. We all have to 
summit our at the end of the year so we don't get fined $10.00. You have ALL the information prior to putting out the hunting pamphlet. POST IT!
these aresome of my ideas that will probably not even be taken into consideration because you already have an idea of what you want and you are only 
doing this survey because you want us to think you care about hunters when in fact it is all about money and not management
this is along the lines of above but we need to not restrict our youth..let them hunt with their Moms and Dads, give them more opportunities to hunt outside 
of the normal season to give them a positive start to their hunting legacy
This Questionnaire is one of the greatest things WDFW has done, now take the comments and put them to use, don't take the public's comments for 
granted.
Trade some otters or elk to get the prounghorn antelope up in our area. THANKS
Turkey hunting has become a major success in washington.  However, I am afraid that regs will become so liberal in the fall that it will trivialize the 
excitment that comes with the long anticipated spring hunt.  It seems more care needs to be taken in addressing landowner problems (like giving permits to 
landowners to sell for turkeys).  I have seen small populations in GMU 113 be completely wiped out by fall hunting, yet the problem still remains in other 
areas of the GMU where the landowner issues started.  Its unfortunate.
Washington State should take a stong stance against bringing wolves into our state.  We have always had a few wolves here and thats fine, but we don't 
need any more.
WDFW should make a goal and stick to it on drawing dates and notifications.
WDFW's charter is to manage the State's wildlife. WDFW needs to focus on managing our wildife and not managing the hunters. Hunters are a tool to help 
manage the wildlife, not simply another source of revenue.
We need more enforcement officers out there....lots more.  No one is worried about getting caught in hunting violations.  Asotin County is the only place I 
have ever seen a game agent in the field in 34 years.
We should not have to purchase a tag to hunt turkey, the way it was is fine. The only thing the national wild turkey federation accoplished was making sure 
the population keeps exploding
Wolves, do we really need them in the north central cascades.
Wolves... WDFW is partnering with Conservation Northwest  in the Methow for a trail camera program.  CNW is an Anti-Hunting group with links to 
Humane Society on it's web page.  It appears that OUR wildlife agency, tasked with managing both game and non-game species, is sleeping with the 
'enemy' (at least to hunting) on this project....now back to the hound hunting issue, EXACTLY (not emotionally, but scientifically based on population 
data...)why can't we hunt lions, bears, and bobcats with hounds?  Perhaps it's because the WDFW is trying to please the wrong groups of people.  They 
don't buy hunting licenses and fund our wildlife program.
A hunter should be able to buy one license and one tag for one animal for one general season.  He may choose his weapon, muzzle loader, bow, rim fire, 
and hunt in any area using the regulated weapon designated by the WDFW State of Washington, via any unique GMU regulations, (as is the case in 
populated urban or rural areas that have abundant wildlie to be managed by a hunt).
Allow limited entry hunting of sea lions.
Allow to apply for a permit without having to purchase a license and tag.
Bobcat season should be year round, i.e., 365 days.
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Creating a special permit designation for Master Hunter program archery hunters ( since they have a lower success rate ) to take branch antler bull elk 
statewide. This would have a minimal impact on the actual number of branch antler bulls taken, but would increase the number of Master Hunter program 
participants.
DO NOT reduce hunter opertunities unless will be a benifit as a whole.
Encourage more land owners to participate in opening lands to special permit holders. Have a list of landowners who will allow access available for those 
who have drawn permits. This would be especially helpful in damage control hunt areas.
Hunting regulations in Washington State have become increasingly difficult to understand.
I appreciate the Department's efforts to expand turkey hunting throughout the state.
I called in 2 big game hunting violations over the last 2 years and both times I was ignored. No one came out to investigate or gather information in the field 
or by phone. (hunting in a unit closed for the weapon used and killing an animal and not tagging a game animal) I am in  the master hunters program and 
you ask us to be at a higher ethical standard and you also want us to be the eyes and ears in the forest for illeagle hunting activity yet when given 
information about violations nothing is done. It is very discouraging when hunting oppertunities are lost due to others illeagle activity and nothing is done 
about it.
I wish the general public better understood the positives of hunting w/regard to supporting wildlands, ecology and outdoor recreation. I get tired of being 
grouped with fat lazy drunks that shoot road signs and destroy fences & property!
If you expand Muzzle loader opportunity in both units, expanding their season and increasing their efficiency through scopes and inlines what effect will this 
have on how many animals they harvest?   Are we reverting to a free for all , fight for as much as you can get system of user group allocation?
Increase the fines and punishment on poachers. Poachers should never be allowed to hunt anywhere in the state. I don't want them to even be able to hunt 
for a parking spot.
Increase the opportunity and/or make generally available the ablity to purchase "lifetime instate hunting liscense" similiar to Idaho.
Licensed ATVs would include a motorcycle license in addition to an ORV license and would call for the ATVs to have turn signals, mirrors, horn, helmets, 
and insurance plus motorcycle indorsement on driver's license.
Longer seasons and more GMU's for archery please.
Make it easier for older hunters to harvest game animals.  Senior licenses should be available to anyone 62 or older, most hunters that age have only a few 
short years left when they be albe to be in the field.  Help them enjoy the time they have left..
Make it illegal in WA. to have "canned hunts" of deer and elk.  It ain't right and puts a black eye on the true sport with fair-chase.
Make the game laws more user friendly.  I looked at 1964 laws, very simply to read and understand.  Open it up, one side was the rules and season the 
other side the map.  It's like there's big business in make the game pamplet as big and complicated as possible.
maybe have a reserve unit of game wardens that got a perk for working during the season ie longer season or during diffrent times of the year or just have 
some working while there hunting
Need more invasive weed control in shrub-steppe habitat.  The range is being reduced and quality of forage is being reduced.  Elk that I have taken from 
GMU 329 have little to no fat.  Either pushed too much and/or poor feed.
Non resident fees. Honestly $500 tags. Do you really think that WA is on par with Wyoming, CO, MT , ID for big game opportunities or are you just trying to 
keep non-residents from going to WA at all.
One hunting license bought to hunt all seasons, with any weapon, until your animal is harvested.
Open green dot roads to 65 and older to picking up harvested animal using motorized vehicles
open up trapping again with body-gripping traps. trapping is beggining to be too expensive for anyone to continue anymore. cage traps are to ackward and 
hard to use and not very efficent. without any animal population control problems will occur and the state will have to spend there money to fix them
Please make the regulations simpler not more complex.  I don't fish in Washington because the rules are to complex and you need a lawyer to go fishing.  I 
use to fly fish in washington all the time but not now.  I only fish out of state when on vacation.  Please don't do that to hunting.  Complex regulations drive 
hunters from the field, resulting in a loss of revenue.
Restrict ATV and Snomobile use on all WDFW Land, extreme abuse is occurring with no apparent enforcement.
ROADS AND ACCESS TO LANDS: It seems that there is less and less land made accessible each year. Some of it can be written off as an environmental 
protection requirement but much of it actually takes place immediately prior to the opening of a season.
SAME AS ABOVE
seperate the hunters who apply for the draw tags into two groups, you can apply for deer and elk or goat sheep and moose, not both groups. one in a 
lifetime draw still in effect for goat, sheep and moose.  To be in the drawing for goat,sheep and moose you need a minimum of 5 points and then 25% of 
the available tags should go to top point holders, then everyone is in the remaining tag drawing including the top point holders that did not draw in their 
draw. Make a five year waiting period between before you can apply for draw deer or elk tags when drawn, successfull of not. no minimum point restrictions 
to apply for deer and elk tags.
Special permits should be based on participation levels by user group.  Not by guarenteed success.  Hunters choosing to use less effective primative 
weapons should do so knowing there will be lower success.  There should be no entitlement to success.  that goes against everything primitive weapon 
hunting is about.
There seems to be a lot of poaching going on...especially in areas where employees of the logging company have access.  My experience on pope lands 
on the peninsula which are gated and walk in only was employees seem to have a private hunting reserve.  I have heard numerous shots after dark and 
nearly been run over back a truck an hour after sunset that had no lights on twice in two different years.  Poaching seems to be increasing and the deer 
population is decreasing noticeably on both pope and warehauser land.  The laws for poaching need to be strengthened and updated.
this is my email adress scollecchi@msn.com, I would like to know if anybody cares about our game.
Turkey should be established and maintained in western Washington eventually leading to a hunting season.
Using steel or non-toxic shot for upland birds is ridiculous.
We need bigger fines and better enforcement for riding quads in closed areas. Or make them road legal    on unpaved roads.
Archers should be able to carry a hand gun while hunting.  The WDFW should not have the authority to remove an individual's 2nd amendment rights.
ATV use should be banned from all forest, they are nothign but trouble, and runnign animals with Quads is not only stupid, but destroys seasons fro the rest 
of the folks out there, ATVs should only be allowed for posiiible recovery of downed elk, NOT DEER!! if a guy cant drag is own deer out , YOU HAVE NO 
BUISNESS HUNTING!
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GENERAL COMMENT: Unfortunate, perhaps, but this questionaire has given me a soap box  to stand on and spout off for a moment. There is a sense, 
among hunters, that there are other 'agenda' behind all that is taking place within the sport (against the sport), within the management of our game and of 
our public lands and across our nation as a whole.     Hunters are a mix of personality types and of socio-economic urban, suburban and rural dwellers. 
They do not all share a common goal themselves nor do they all possess the same concerns. They may be very astute in their observations and 
applications or they may be rather 'random' in their thinking and easily given over to conspiracy theories and the like.    Still, it seems to me and in my own 
(pretty diverse) circle of sportsmen that by-in-large there is common thought of some underlying 'agenda' within our various state game/fish/wildlife 
departments. It is not totally in step with that which is 'on the surface' of the changes and new regulations we see today. I think the responses you receive 

Give points to hunters who report violations of others.  I thought this policy was already in place, but have not seen it published in the regulations.  I 
reported an illegal hunter and filled out a report, which led to a conviction, but never received points that the game warden said I should.  I feel that bad 
hunters give the entire hunting community a bad name and all should be encouraged and rewarded for reporting violations.  Make this clear and enforce it.
Have drawing sooner like idaho
I received great help from the folks at the Spokane office last year when I was looking for a place to coyote hunt.  They connected me with a landowner who 
called to complain about her coyotes.  This was the kind of assistance I hope for, and I appreciate it.  Any formalization of this type of hunter/landowner 
support would be great!
Increase the number of game wardens. Give them a lot more clout and law enforcement rights.
It is hard enough to justify the cost of hunting as it is, trying to pay and include kids and spouse gets ridiculous. You ask why there are fewer and fewer 
hunters every year. Look at some of your proposed changes and think about the mind set you are asking them from. WOW.......Are these options proposed 
by sportsman or politicians?       The permit to hunt all seasons, how does it benift wildlife and hunters. It seems like it is another scheme to make a buck at 
the expense of wildlife and sportsman.     Feel free to respond at robert.haney@us.army.mil
Let Archery hunters carry a sidearm with CCP. I don't think too many guys are going out and shooting deer with their pistols during archery season.
Long but good survey
Longer seasons and more GMU's for archery please.
One hunting license bought to hunt all seasons, with any weapon, until your animal is harvested.
please limit the non-resident hunter to no more than 10% of the availabe tags, in any draw tag situation, we as WA reidents should get preferance, most all 
of the western states limit nonresident tags, WA should also.
Providing a separate phone line heading and web online heading for specific questions not readily found in fish and hunt pamphlets
Remove the blaze orange rule.
SAME AS ABOVE
Screw(oops,I mean DISCONTINUE) the Master Hunters program.It's a farce.It's only for suck butts and brown nosed cheaters and big game 
violators..proven fact.It's a waste of my liscense fee's.A true volunteer is someone that doesn't ask for such rewards.
special permits - make living in this state mean something. There should only be a tiny - say 5% permits for non-res applicants like other states.
THE HOLE 684 GAME UNIT SHORT RANGE WEAPONS FOR SAFETY
the separation of eastern and western washington elk hunting should not be.  I believe if we buy an elk tag in washington, we should be able to hunt elk 
anywhere in washington.  At least we should be able to apply for a eastern washington permit (or western) because hunter crowding would not be an issue 
with a set permit quota. It wouldn't matter where the hunter lived because the amount of permits is a set amount.
Total costs of Deer, Bear, Elk, Couger, plus 2 sp hunt apps.............. TOO MUCH  Over 80 bucks
Allow people to purchase a lifetime hunting and fishing license.
Do not allow auction and raffle permit holders to have custom exclusive seasons prior to the general permit holders.
Establish a wolf season before it gets out of hand as if has in Idaho, WY, and Montana.
Establish Feel free to hunt or register to hunt or better yet a Right to Hunt on private lands.
EVEN OUT THE # OF SPECIAL PERMITS BETWEEN MUZZLELOADING AND MODERN FIREARM
I think the 10x for out of state tag fees is a good idea being that we already have a huge hunting population and being a smaller state.  I don't think this 
should change.
I would like to see more special permit hunts for 65 and older.  My father has taken out three generations of hunters into the field and has been hunting for 
52 years.  He and other seniors deserve better hunting oppurtunities.
Increase hunter access, focusing on public land then private land.  Reduce closed areas, especially on public lands. Work to open more public watershed 
areas, Hanford, Loowit etc.
Longer seasons and more GMU's for archery please.
One hunting license bought to hunt all seasons, with any weapon, until your animal is harvested.
Open crow season with small game season (September instead of October).
SAME AS ABOVE
Use the input you recieve,and some questions are preparing us for what you are going to do anyway.
WE need to get more roads opened back up , you need to work with the timebr companies to get this fixed , when theres only 3 roads in a huge area 
opened , and 1000 hunters clog in there, its not only unproductive, but unsafe as some will fight for an area to hunt, not to mention drive all the animals into 
an area thats closed for access where they know they are safe.
Wolf, consider for future, (sooner than we think), private land damage control tags issued to land owners
Would like to see a greater effort toward establishing a western Washington wild turkey population.
would like to see more game meat go to old folks homes and other needy people.
Add Crossbow to archery season with additional fee.
Allow Optics or a Scope on Crossbows for all Disabities persons...
depredation/landowner tags giving to landowners should not be allowed to sell....ie, four-0 ranch in Asotin or the ranches surrounding the Hanford Reach 
etc....  If landowners need these tags for depredation then using them for a profit appears to the public like they aren't needed.
Hunter orange needs to be required on those hunting off of 4 wheelers.  These people are not wearing orange while traveling on roads & trails.  They are 
claiming being on vehicle, and only putting on orange when machine is turned off and they have stepped off machine.
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I am beginning to lose hope in the WDFW. It seems like you are all spending way too much time playing with your computers, and way too little time doing 
what is good for the majority of the sportsman.  We need more game wardens in the field, more common sense in the office, and someone that will stand 
up to special interest groups, or individuals that are only trying to benefit themselves (In the special permit department too) by telling them that 
Washingtons wildlife is managed for the good of the whole. Giving the youth a huge portion of the special permits does not benefit them in the long run. It 
gives them a false sense of hunting success in Washington state, and is nothing more than a tool used by WDFW to get them hooked early so they can be 
used as pawns for WDFW to continue gathering money from when their parents die off. It seems too similar to the way tobbaco companies do their 
business. You're playing us. That is not your job.
I expect you to be vigilant about the reappearance of wolves in NE WA.  If they get big, they need to be culled.  The elk and moose there are depending on 
you!
I think that if you have hunted in the state of washington for a specific species for a total 50 years you should and have deserved the right to hunt free.
Longer seasons and more GMU's for archery please.
Need to further restrict human use of critical Elk/Deer winter range and calving areas.  GMU 329 is used throughout the year by hunters and non-hunters.    
Need to take a overall management approach, not just to a specific activity, to lower all human caused disturbance especially during critical calving and 
winter periods.
No landowner permits that are transferrable.  They can allow hunters to address damage concerns.  They are just selling the opportunity to the wealthy.

No more landorner permits and no damage money unless REAL public hunting is allowed. It doesn't have to be wide open but the way it is now is a sham.
One hunting license bought to hunt all seasons, with any weapon, until your animal is harvested.
Open green dot roads to 65 and older to pick up harvested animals using motorized vehicles
SAME AS ABOVE
Several years ago, for two or three years, someone was using a blue helicopter to chase elk over Bethel Ridge. I don't know who this guy is, but it's unfair, 
cruel to the animals and one of these days, the flier is going to get hurt. Make it so that the hunter on the ground can call stuff like this in and punish the 
helicopter pilot. There can't be that many privately owned helicopters.
the dept needs to develop a urban area hunting program for all user groups....and make it staewide in nature.  why hasn't this been done by now?  this state 
has been increasing in population for YEARS...and the dept is just now starting to wake up to this important issue?  shame on you.
The Master hunter program should be done away with. This program is not accomplishing it stated purpose. Modern rifle/shotgun, Muzzleloader, archery 
special draw permits could accomplish the same result and provide more opportunity to the general public.
Will there be extra landowner tags given in the future?  How much land is owned before one can get additional tags?
Wolves are coming.  Let's follow the Wyoming example, and make one area a "base" with little kill except related to depredation, and open the rest of the 
state to year around unrestricted hunting.  Make sure there are enough game animals in the base available to feed them first....They can do real damage to 
moose, sheep, goats and other real high value game animals.
Again thanks for this opportunity. but take the info we the people have spent time to write down and use it, its very powerful.
All hunting should use the best equipment so less animals are not wounded. Scopes on Muzzleloaders, 209 primers, closed breach. Allow hunters to hunt 
with more then 1 weapon with $50 additional fee, add fees to habitat or enforcement depts.
bottom line you work for the citizens of this entire state, you have hard decisions ahead of you, with the price of licenses and tags lack of resources, cost of 
gas the many people I hunt with put in for Montana and Wyoming as well as buy our tags here but when we are drawn for other states we don't waste our 
gas hunting here because of continued miss management by your department.
bring back the old unit description of Swakane to include the northern part of what is now Mission.
Dave Ware Please work on Special use permit changes to allow Brenda Kane/Disability group to allow other types of special use permits of disabled
educate public on importance of trapping and hunting,get trapping back
hunter orange - on rainy days is a big hassle.  Mostly all raincoats are avilable only in camoflauge colors, yellow, blue, white.  Trying to keep quiet raingear 
on and trying to put hunter orange over that coat, your binnoculars, back pack, handgun, etc is like an act of congress.  It would be nice to allow hunter 
orange hats or packs minumum only on those days.  There has to be a easier way to do this.
I think there should be more available officers for rural Pierce county
Increase the number of people that can be in a party for a special hunt.
Keep up the good work!
Logging and poaching are your problem with the Colockum elk herd. THis is where you can make things better
Longer seasons and more GMU's for archery please.
Make the indians get a license just like the rest of us. You can give it to them free but make them flow the same rules as the rest of us. Iam sick and tired of 
seeing what thay get away with.
My grandson is a fourth generation hunter in our family and I believe that there should be more special hunt opportunities for the new hunters.
need to make special permit options for local hunters only
One hunting license bought to hunt all seasons, with any weapon, until your animal is harvested.
Open green dot roads to 65 and older to pick up havested animals using motorized vehcles
Open more gated areas.
over all Fish and Wildlife has a difficult job and you're doing a good job
SAME AS ABOVE
Simplify. The current regulations look like they were written by the IRS.
Some increase in license and tag fees should be added.  These fees need to be added on a regular basis.  Steep increases all at once piss people off.  I 
feel the sportsmen of Washington should dig a little deeper and help the Fish and Game Dept. more financially.
Special permit application fees should be increased, or return to the old way of tag purchase and refund after draw. (moose,goat,sheep)
Stop trying to complicate the regulations so much and let's make this a great hunting state agian. I also feel that to much emphasis is put into the rich and 
special interest groups that are not the majority of the population.
Thank you for this opprotunity.  lifetime Washington resident
Thanks you for the opportunity to participate in this very important survey.  If you need or desire any amplifying information or comments feel free to contact 
me.  Walter Schubert 360-377-4559 or 850-896-7914
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The department is doing a good job considering the challenges you face.
This was quite a survey - I thought I would never get out of it!  But seriously, it was an excellent one.  You covered just about every topic, and did it in great 
detail. The comment box was also an excellent idea. You did a great job. Congratulations!
To help preserve the true art of hunting take a kid along and teach him the way.  The future for hunting starts with are youth.
/really like th idea of being able to put in for either side special permits. Then , if drawn, being issued the correct side tag with the permit. And if 
unsuccessful being issued the side requested on permit application.
allow more oppurtiuntys for disabled and youth hunting genral and special permits.
any one over 70 should get a lifetime metal hunting permit and free drawings think this is too much try humping the hills at 70
awful hungry for some fresh meat
Category: Wildgame.....   When people move into the animals natural habitat, make people fend for themselves. If they don't like it, they are welcome to 
move where they can feel safe and cuddley
do you see a pattern and theme here?
Expand explanation on crossing Conservation easement for access to area to hunt....
expand shooting hours for geese. there is no problem identifying this species in the late hours when the geese are moving. our hours are too restrictive.
feed some critters
Fix the usability on your website. It is frustrating and difficult to use. If you read this and want real suggestions and details then please contact me at 425-
222-0098.
Hope you listen and help out these kids
I  & others think hunting quality has droped  because seasons & hunts adjusted to keep wdfw field head count down  what hunters pay in licence tags 
should give us better support
I am all commented out except for this: T'was a mighty long survey. Several times I was tempted to just stop and forget it. Others may do just that. Suggest 
you split the survey into two or three shorter suveys next time.
I FEEL THAT IF THE GAME DEPARTMENT AND THE CONGRESS WOULD ADDRESS SOME OF THE ISSUES WITH THE NATIVE AMERICANS, AND 
NOT HAVE THE MONEY THAT THE GAME DEPARTMENT GENERATES PUT INTO THE GENERAL FUND, THEN WE WOULD NOT BE IN THE MESS 
THAT WE ARE IN.

In future game rule pamphlets there should be a bright orange page that cannot be missed that explains hunter ethics and responsibilities, littering, 
trespassing and disrespect for mother nature, and the consequences they will face if they are not obeyed.    thanks for the opportunity to voice my concerns
need a calender in the game pamphlet.  i have been asking for this for 10 years, told one is not needed, no were not,, ..nowhere in the game pamphlet does 
it tell you what DAY of the week a season starts on, stops, or when permits are due.. i have to cut a calender out and stick it in my pamphlet, i shouldn't 
have to do that.. make this document user friendly. put a calender in it.  Thanks........
Open green dot roads to 65 and older to pick up harvested animal using motorize vehicles
our youth are losing interest in hunting due to the silly restriction or lack of ability to harvest a doe.
Provide more quality hunting opportunities by special permit requirements in several eastern Washington hunting units.
Raise license fees to cover better field level enforcement. Current enforcement only covers high use areas while other areas are abused with no 
enforcement.
require a small game license for all small game stop confusing people by allowing some and not others with a big game license. Keep it simple.
Seniors, 65 or older, should not have to pay for fishing or hunting permits.
thanks in the event you do, shame on you if you don't
Try not
WE ARE STARTING TO SEE MORE AND MORE OPPURTUNITIES FOR HUNTERS AS LONG AS THEY HAVE THE MONEY TO PAY FOR THE 
DRAWINGS.  THE HUNTABLE ANIMALS IN THIS STATE ARE THERE FOR ALL HUNTERS NOT JUST THE ONES WHO CAN AFFORD TO 
PURCHASE MULTIPLE RAFFLE TICKETS, OR SPECIAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS.  THE FEE SHOULD BE ELIMINATED FOR SPECIAL HUNT 
APPLICATIONS AND TAG FEES INCREASED FOR THOSE WHO DRAW A SPECIAL PERMIT.  ALL RAFFLES SHOULD BE ELIMINATED AND 
CONVERTED TO SPECIAL HUNT APPLICATIONS IN WHICH TAG FEES ARE INCREASED FOR THOSE WHO ACTUALLY DRAW A TAG.
what does baiting deer and elk hurt not a damn thing
need a calender in the game pamphlet.  i have been asking for this for 10 years, told one is not needed, no were not,, ..nowhere in the game pamphlet does 
it tell you what DAY of the week a season starts on, stops, or when permits are due.. i have to cut a calender out and stick it in my pamphlet, i shouldn't 
have to do that.. make this document user friendly. put a calender in it.  Thanks........
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Additional Comments - Small Game
Allow a pursuit only season for raccoons.  No guns allowed, just a training season for our coonhounds.
Banning lead shot is absurd. Where are all these dead pheasants from lead poisoning? Lead is bad if it is ingested but the birds aren't eating it. SD wouldn't 
have any birds left if this was such a horrible thing.
Do not allow general public input!
Don't do the no lead. You should be able to see decreases in bird populations that correlate to the amount of lead shot used if this were a major problem. SD 
would have poisoned birds all over the place. No lead for waterfowl is enough.
eliminate small game permit,and include them with hunting license
Establish incentives for small game hunters for reporting poachers and game violators. I was offered extra points for big game when I helped identify poachers, 
several years ago.  I don't hunt big game and the agent said I couldn't get a monetary reward. An extra point on a fall turkey permit drawing would have been 
satisfactory.
For upland birds it would be nice to see more emphasis on cooperative habitat management with land owners in E. WA.  The carrying capacity of the region 
could be substantially increased with improvement in habitat (especially nesting habitat).  Additional measure for predator control and hunter access would be 
nice too.
Get in front of the non toxic debate by obtaining and publishing studies (Peer reviewed if possible).  Commision studies if necessary.  Surely, there are 
interested grad students.  If there is a problem, the sooner we do something the better.  As an aside, a WLDF web site devoted to publishing wildlife studies, 
would be a great initiative.
Get rid of small game licence. Been hunting all my life, why should I have to have speical licence if I want to shoot a dam rabbit
have a better classification for small game ie ground hogs, ground squirells also open jack rabbit season and allow badgers to be hunted
HAVE PHEASANT AND QUAIL HUNTING SEASON THE SAME LENGTH.
How about we shorten the grouse season to the month of September only.  Grouse populations have been declining.  We cannot raise these birds in captivity, 
therefore, we can't afford to see them be wiped out.
I am from the mid-west and grew-up hunting squirrel. I have noticed that there is squirrel hunting is not allowed in Washington state, which is unfortunate. So, 
can we get season set aside for squirrel in washington state?
i hunt grouse in eastern wash. in the past few years im seeing less grouse and more turkey. i think that turkey are finding grouse eggs and eating them. i have 
raised turkey and chickens and have seen turkey eat checken eggs.  there should be a 3 a day limit on turkey.

I LIVE IN GMU 418.  SINCE THE BAN ON HOUND HUNTING IN OUR STATE I HAVE WITNESSED A HUGE DECLINE ON THE DEER, GROUSE AND 
RABBITS IN MY AREA.  DAILY I USED TO SEE GROUSE AND DEER ON MY PROPERTY.  I NO LONGER HAVE GROUSE ON MY PROPERTY, THEY 
HAVE BEEN REPLACED BY BOBCATS AND AN OCCASIONAL COUGAR.  MY NEIGHBORS AND I HAVE ALSO SEEN A STEADY RISE IN BEAR 
SIGHTINGS IN OUR AREA.  THE WDFW SHOULD CONSIDER CHALLENGING THE STATE LAWS AND ALLOW SOME HOUND HUNTING FOR BOBCAT.
I strongly oppose making non-toxic shot mandatory when hunting upland and small game.  The use of non-toxic shot should only be required in specific problem 
areas.
I would like to see a single combined hunting license for big and small game at a savings over buying both seperately
I would like to see a year round training season for hounds statewide on fox, coyote, raccoon, in addition to the current hunting seasons for these species. 
Statements against this propsal such as disturbing nesting birds and deer and elk reproduction can be argued with the fact Idaho allows such dog traing 
seasons and their hunting is better than ours. HUH!
Include a turkey tag with the small game license.
increase fees and use the increase for land purchase around pheasant release sites
One of the biggest problems for general public Turkey Hunters is access to huntable land.  I realize the Turkey population is strong but most of those Turkey 
seem to be on private land.  Some program to match up Hunters with land owners would be welcome.  It is often difficult to find who a land owner is.  You can't 
ask to hunt on private land if you don't know who to ask!
Open dove season during upland season with modest bag limits. dove season should open on the first day of labor day weekend(INSTEAD OF sEPTEMBER 1) 
dUE to gas expense.
Open South East Washington quail, hun and Pheasant at the same time, on the Monday after modern Deer.
Open the upland bird/migratory season on same date as deer. Two trips to Eastern Washington from King County back to back are expensive considering fuel 
prices and time off work.
Pheasant hunting in this state is going down hill every year, but the answer from WDFW seems to be to simply raise more birds and release them. This is not 
sustainable and there will never be a rebound in the population if this is the only method used to improve their population. the WDFW needs to do a much better 
job about creating habitat for this birds.
Please don't overlook the popularity of small game hunting as well as big game. We desperately need more land access, even to small parcels, and this may be 
an easy category to overlook. Nearly all the questions in this survey were about big game hunting, but small game permits bring in cash too.
Reinstate the Eastern Washington Pheasant season to start on the opening day of deer season at noon the way it used to.
Shorten the upland bird seasons so that they are not being hunted when severe weather conditions occur (would vary from year to year).  For example, don't 
allow folks to go out and chase them in the snow when it is more difficult for the birds to move around and find food.  It would be pretty easy to regulate since 
you could tell them to stay out of the field when it is white.
should include turkey
Since the dove population is year around in Southeast Washington, please extend the season.
small and large game should be same license
Thank you for maintaining a more traditional-length pheasant season along with quail and partridge; when the birds are available, it's great to have the 
opportunity, and when they're not, the season is "self-limiting".
The only change needed in small game is to open pheasant the same day as modern deer.  Why have them separated?  I like to hunt both and don't like to burn 
the gas going over to Eastern WA two weekends in a row.
The Pheasant population in Eastern Wa. is and has been on the decline for a number of yrs.  I would like to see the 50 foot buffer along the roads put back into 
regulation so that the habitat and nesting cover for the hens could increase.
Too many local residents are aware of when the state releases birds....This creates an unfair advantage. When I travel from Seattle to Eastern washington I find 
it hard to find birds to hunt.
We don't need a bunch of studies to show us what common sense would tell you. There is not an epidemic with animal deaths from lead shot.
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What is the department doing for Pheasant hunting?  This whole survey seems to focus mostly on big game.  I would like to see what the department has for a 
plan in managing and expanding the pheasant population.
Work to increase hunter access on private land using a system like the PLOTS system in the Dakotas or the system in Montana for upland game.  I would favor 
an additional charge to the small game license to fund the system.
Allow Big game license to cover small game also.
Bobcats. Illegal cat running by houndsmen is a BIG problem! Close the hounds down at Dec 31!
Close phesant hunt on the east side earlier. and leave the westside open later
Coyotes are too thick.  Pay to have them trapped and killed.  You'll make the money back by higher quality hunting opportunities for deer and elk and more 
people buying tags to hunt the healthier deer and elk herds.
Do what you can to pst the regulation sooner.
Every year we are asked if we hunt forest grouse, of course we do. It is the only small game left to hunt if we don't want to buy a large+small game permit. 
Eliminate this question and remove the thought from people that forest grouse will be removed from the large game license.
I hope that the State of Washington could become the South Dakota of the west for Pheasant hunting.  I have great concern when the older hunters tell me that 
the numbers of birds have declined over the years.  I would like to see the money spent on the release sites to end and to use those funds to enhance the wild 
population of birds.
I only hunt grouse a few days every year. From the time I was a boy the limit has been 3 forest grouse per day. That is hardly enough meat for a family dinner. 
Why not make a season limit for grouse and not be so concerned about how many days it takes to reach that limit?
I would also like expanding the opportunities for varmint hunting.
i would like to see the upland bird season not open as early as it does now.
If the populations of the Turkeys are so bad.  Why are we restricted to April and May in the Spring.  The strutting and fighting starts in March in the Southeast.  
Maybe a late season permit drawing could make the season last a little longer in the Northeast.  Maybe a permit drawing for Early Spring hunting starting in 
March in the Southeast.
Increase the number of days to hunt turkeys in GMU's that have an abundance of turkeys

Make a "season limit" on certain small game species to help increase species populations.  Example: Blue Grouse should say something like "3 a day limit, 15 
possesion limit, 30 season limit"  Same could be said with Pheasant or Quail.  Or... make it more of a permit system, like with western washington Pheasant.  
You would be given 15 small game tags for season grouse limit.  This would help increase dwindling numbers of grouse in areas like the Olympic mountains.
More habitat restoration work.
Need to be more clear on the instructions and seasons
Please consider legalizing the use of air rifles for small game including upland birds.
Put Squirrel back on the game list
See above.
shotgun only for grouse and nontoxic shot
Should work on somehow reinstating trapping seasons.
Small game hunting is a great way to introduce youth to hunting conservation and keeps hunter hours and interest up.  I'd like to see more emphasis on rabbit 
and other small game hunting opportunities in our state.
Something needs to be done to bring back more ruffed grouse. im not saying shut down hunting for them , but maybe a farm created to raise and plant large 
numbers of them.
turkeys are on increase & causing damage complaints in some areas, those areas should have more of a strut opening.  YOu can't depend on fall harvests 
doing the job that needs to be done.  Besides gas costs have put another factor on things.
Turkeys should be considered small game and not have a separate license.

Upland bird habitat should be inhanced. Pay the farmers to keep some habitat on there property. Get away from releasing birds and put the money into habitat.
why don't the state plant more pheasants?
why is it that a person that purchase a big game package needs to buy a small game tag also
Allow hunting of coyotes at night with artificial light for a longer period of time. They are killing my cats and dogs!
allow small game animals such as coyotes to be harvested in outlining green belt areas
close grouse season entireley
Consider making a coyote an allowed target specie with a big game license like forest grouse
get rid of the small game licence
I hate that we need to buy a small game permit to hunt cyotes! That is silly, and only a money maker for the state. I can think of no other reason for it!
I support more birds relased in release areas state wide
Longer season for Turkeys in Southeast Washington. Turkeys population is growing and consuming most of the feed in some areas of Columbia county. The 
last two years the weather has destroyed most of the pheasant hatch and the turkeys are taking over.
Open a fall turkey hunt in the Okanogan, Permit only OK (more revenue).  Private Landowner access incentives.
Open pheasant and quail season at the same time in eastern Washington on Oct. 1st.
Spring turkey should open on 1 April and the last day of May being the last day to hunt.
Stevens County is over run with turkey.  Allowing additional turkey tags at a cost of $15 a tag is not working.  The cost of the additional tags are not worth it.  
Increase the number of turkeys harvested per tag to 2 or 3.
their is an invasion of bigger tree squirells in the state, these should be harvested.  Besides this would allow another recreational opportunity
There has been no noticable improvement in pheasant hunting in this State in the past 15 years.  States such as North and South Dakota and Montana have 
enhanced opportunties as well as the number of birds available for harvest. I'm not talking about stocking more birds in a put and take situation.  I can't 
understand why there aren't more wild birds available other than the State F&W is not doing enough to develop winter cover and improved survivial of young 
birds in the spring.
there should be an effert to plant turkeys in whatcom county
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Try to open land for public use. such as if land is in CRP or another goverment program and land holders hunt it them selves or lease it out they should have to 
allow public use of the land at least part of the week.
Turkey youth season lengthened or perhaps any bird opportunity.
why even have a listed crow season? Let us kill them year round. Waste of ink to even type that in the regs.
Allow  small game hunters to have 5 rounds of ammunition in firearm during hunting hours
Create a spring blue grouse season with a one male bird limit. This would allow people to hunt hooting blue grouse and snowboard at the same time, like I've 
done in Alaska.
Cut the bag limit on cock pheasants to 2. This would leave more birds for everyone to enjoy.  3 cocks per day is Ok in South Dakota, where I hunt , but  too 
many in a state like Washington.
Expand the season. Especially for grouse.
I would like to see hound hunting opportunities for bobcat
If the grouse hunting dont get better close some units for a year.
Keep fall turkey seasons open during the general modern firearm deer and elk seasons in areas overpopulated with turkey.
LEAVE SMALL GAME LIKE IT IS
More pheasent hunting seasons.
Muzzleloader restrictions should be lifted-most muzzleloaders that are sold nationwide are not legal in Wash.
open season earlyer
Publicly Promote coyote hunting plusses,(fawn/elk calf survival) amoung various meadia, ingluding non-poison baiting.
Rabbit hunting is too restrictive as far as where we can hunt during deer and elk seasons, should be same as forest grouse. only fair! Claiming little interest for 
the expense is not valid and downright misleading.
reduce grouse season or bag limits on grouse in region 5.  I am seeing far fewer grouse than I ever have due to too many people hunting them and the habitat is 
not as good anymore due to timber companies vegetation management.
Relocate Turkeys.
Small game hunting should be allowed year-round.
the dove season should open two weeks earlier and be open for two weeks
Allow more available tags for turkey hunting
Allow more time on small game season's.
bobcat season to open Aug. 1st
Consider a later -- or split -- dove season.  I almost always see more doves in December (SE Wash), than I do in September.
Coyote populations and their impact on big/small game statewide need to be addresed and publicized in an aggressive campaign before the grey wolf clouds 
the picture. Giving advertisers a break/incentive to include chosen/approved statements in their ads showing support might work.
For coyote hunting only allow the use of electronic calls and baits.
more land needs too be opened and available.
no additonal cost if you buy Elk,Deer,Bear and Cougar tags.Make the tag free.
no grouse hunting in units open to permit entry only elk hunting
Rabbit hunting  statewide areas same as forest grouse
Reduce the fee on the small game license option.
reinstate hound hunting for bobcat. there are more bobcats than ever before.
Spend less money on raising pheasants and apply that money towards purchasing quality pheasant habitat.
Bobcat season, year round.
Create seperate Eastern Washington and Western Washington upland bird permits. That allow you to hunt in either eastern washington or in western 
washington.  Have one or the other included with the small game package.  Allow the other permit not chosen to be purchased for an extra charge.  This would 
create extra revenue by making all of the western washington hunters who travel to eastern washington to hunt birds pay an extra fee.  This extra revenue could 
then be used to help the upland bird populations, especially pheasants, huns, and chukars, in eastern washington.
general hunting licence should include small game
Keep like it is.
quail , pheasant, chucker seasons are running to long. they should be closing dec 31. the birds are having trouble getting through the winter and are being shot 
along the roads. it really burns me up tosee hunters in orange standing along the roads shooting the birds. real bad publicty!
Reduce grazing on WDFW land to increase the quality of the habitat.
Upland hunting is dwindling. We need more crops on public lands that are harvested like they did 40 years ago. Very messy and no circles.
We need more lands in Island to hunt Upland birds and more birds
Include rabbits on the general hunting license like grouse.
Lower the cost of turkey tags.
Make sure lead bullets and shot remain legal for small game and upland bird.  Better picture and description of Lynx versus Bobcat in regulations.  Where are 
Lynx primarily located in the state?
Allowed to live their lives in peace.
clarify the rules a little " you can hunt coons with hounds but not if a big game season it open" that really puts a hurtin on the ol' coon season
Coyotes...stop tightening the rules. We know that is just the precursor to banning coyote hunting
I think it all comes down to better management on both sides of the fence not just one side.
Is it time for a ptarmigan season? Is there active population monitoring of this species?
No hunting.
Open up hound for bobcats. I'm seing them take deer.
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It s Time!    This survey is a good example of the problem that pheasant hunters have... we get no respect.  For the last six years, we have been asking and 
requesting, that the upland bird season in Eastern Washington be set back to the traditional date of the first weekend in October.  I have attended meetings that 
this has been discussed and was assured that "it was time to change the starting date back to the first weekend in October".  When the regulations come out, it 
does not change.  This survey is all about big game, dates, times, equipment, etc.  I cannot give good input on the questions, generally, as I know very little of 
deer hunting.   It Is Time To Change The Start Date For Upland Birds In Eastern Washington To The First Weekend In October !!  If not, why not.  We hunt, (my 
entire family) on farm land owned by good friends who are wheat farmers, and the first weekend in October is not a problem.      It is Time!    Thanks, and I hope 
to hear back from you on this subject.    Gary Ostlund
Only limit the lead only zones to the effected areas. Let's not let the media to affect our judgment.
open the hunting of badgers.
Provide more hunts for people with disabilities.Give all disabled hunters the same reduced fees instead to only those who are vetrans, bound to a wheelchair are 
visualy impaired. that discriminates against other disabled people!
should be included when you purchase the hunting license
I would like to see the upland game and the deer season start on the same weekend as it was for yrs.  Living in Western Wa. and doing most of my hunting in 
Eastern Wa. its a pain in what I sit on to have to go back and forth. The dog drives the wife nuts when I leave with my hunting gear to deer hunt.
Pheasant season is just fine. Early chukar season should open a couple weeks earlier like the middle of Sept.
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Additional Comments - Waterfowl
Add cormorants to the general waterfowl limits and help preserve salmon smolts and other game fish that these intruding predators are taking. Due to the 
irrigation on the Columbia system, they are expanding in range and numbers.
allow electronic decoys
Allow for a higher bag limit the last two weeks of the season
As a Waterfowl hunting guide i would suggest having off limits and or time restrictions on public hunting areas for and example Potholes; no hunting past 
noon that why the birds are not always being pushed off the lake and end up in Private hunting slues.
Begin to address "urban" waterfowl populations:   Master hunters, "metro" guns/subsonic loads, special, closely regulated hunts, etc.
Do what you can to pst the regulation sooner.
Duicks have not increased mush overall, however the goose populations have exploded in eastern washington, it would be nice if the limits and number of 
days per week were expanded accordingly, instead of 4 geese per day increse to 5, no restrictions on the days would be nice also
Eliminate guided hunting on public lands.
extend hunting season another two weeks
extend the snow goose season and also the limit
Goose season on the East side sould be increased as the migratory birds do not fall into the season
help by getting more land for people to hunt waterfowl
I am seeing too much traditional waterfowl hunting area being removed for salmon restoration. Until I see the nets out of rivers, I don't see much hope for 
salmon recovery and doing tree plantings and estuary recovery is not going to hack it.
I have a hard time understanding the limits on ducks and geese... Especially when you have to go around and break-up nests due to over pop. I have seen 
this first hand around the Camas/Washougal area.
I have heard the state is considering having the state migratory stamp fee match the federal stamp fee.    I believe this is not a good choice.  The cost of 
stamps alone would then be ~$50. This will reduce the number of people who participate casually--the 1-3 times a year folks, and eliminate the "once a 
year" family/group hunts.  Licensing is already pretty expensive and waterfowl hunting is one of the more, if not the most expensive pursuits already.
I liked the idea of 3 day out of state licensing when it first came out.  However, it is still prohibitively expensive to share this sport with out of town visitors.    
More affordable pricing would still bring in additional $$ and provide opportunities to demonstrate the greatness of Washington State
I live in Kittitas county and we have a ample local geese.  I would like to see additional days of open hunting.
i suggest you put both modern firearm and bow deer seasons in the same time bracket as duck season because when all the deer hunters are done deer 
hunting they go duck hunting which adds a lot of stress on the ducks which makes it harder to hunt for ducks because they are so wary and dont even 
bother listening to a duck call at all!!!
I think that electronic devices should be legal, doesn't appear to be unsportsman.  i.e. mojo duck, etc.
I think the current waterfowl/upland pamplet is very confusing.  I would prefer a separate pamplet for upland game.
I wish the waterfowl season started two weeks later in October and went two weeks longer in January.
Increase waterfoul hunting opportunities and locations state wide and do a much better job increasing and managing waterfoul habitat.
Legalize electronic decoys.  There should be no reason why using non-moving decoys versus moving decoys is really all that more effective.
More areas open to waterfowl hunting and a better map system to show you where it is legal to hunt waterfowl.
More Blinds for disabled. Geese&duck
more public hunting areas/access in western ashington/puget sound
Need to change duck hunting to 7 ducks of any kind or sex.
open more public land access
open the season the second week of Nov.  Run the season to late Feb.
Open waterfowl shooting hours earlier, clear mornings are a waste of time most days, but there are some flights of birds almost every morning. Just 10-15 
minutes prior to legal shooting time.
People moving to traditional hunting areas should be prepared for some noise in the morning hours just as people prepare for historic noise levels and 
noise times wherever they move in life.
Purchase more land in puget sound area for access.  once more land is available either thru purchase or land owner agreements, rotate areas, thus no one 
area is over hunted and "spook" birds away.  rotation can take place either early , monthly or daily.  Thus giving opportunity for a good quality hunt.
Revamp the allowable hunting days for black brant.  We get a pitiful season: 7 days.  Calif-30 days, Or-16 days, B.C.-10 days.  To compound  this inequity 
we are allotted days that usually have a very low tide,(desirable component), during the hours of darkness, with high tides,(undesirable component), during 
hunting hours.  Increase season to a minimum of 10 days and spread them out over at least a 3 week span.  This is a safety concern because as it now 
stands one good storm system could be in the area for the entire season making hunting impossible.  Of the 7 hunting days this year, high winds kept me 
on the beach 3 days.  With a short season some hunters erroneously opt to go out despite high wind warnings........with a longer spread out season this 
would not force a hunter to go out because he was running out of days to hunt.
Shift the opening and closing of waterfowl season to one month later, i.e., open it in mid November and close it the end of February. This should be done 
due to general weather pattern changes that are causing the waterfowl to migrate down from the north much later than they have done historically. This 
would definitely improve waterfowl hunting success.
should open general duck and goose season later and extend it into feb
Simplify bag mix.
Some state lands recieve too much hunting pressure for water fowl. As a result, the hunting sucks. It s been pathetic to say the least. I recommend that 
some areas only be open to ducks & geese (Friday-Monday) and Wednesday should be goose only. This will allow goose hunters an opportunity to kill 
geese, and ducks could have a break. Additionally, hunting hours on Monday and Fridays should stop at noon. The Peninsula Unit and the Three River 
units in Burbank are prime example of too much pressure ruining the hunting for all. These places need a break to keep the birds and WDFW should step 
in.
Start cracking down on the "sky busting" goose hunters hunting the shooting lines in Skagit and other north western areas of the state. These guys are very 
embarrassing to ethical hunters.
The Waterfolw season should be shifter to begin later in the year and run through February.
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There are currently not enough hunting opportunities on the west side of the state for public waterfowl hunting. The areas are so small that people are 
stacked on top of each other, creating frustration, and sometimes conflicts. I would like to see WDFW try to work with farmers, and waterfowl groups such 
as Washington Waterfowl Association, to try and access more land.  Thanks
There is presently a regulation prohibiting hunting out of an unachored floating device, in other words a scull boat, in most saltwaters of Skagit County.  The 
reasons for this are not supported by science, as there is absolutely no evidence anywhere that shooting ducks and geese from a scull boat does anything 
harmful to them any more than hunting them any other way.  Moreover, in Skagit and Padilla bays enormous flocks of waterfowl sit in this defacto no-
hunting zone and depredate farmland at night.  Allowing sculling would move these birds around, to the benefit of everyone, hunters and farmers alike.  
Please remove this restriction on sculling waterfowl.
There should be some restriction regarding sky busting on public land.  My observation is that restricting the number of shot shells is not effective, 
especially since enforcement is not practical.
TRY AND INCREASE PUBLIC HUNTER ACCESS AS THE SUPER CLUBS IN EASTERN WA. HAVE CHANGED  THE HABITS THAT WATERFOWL 
USED TO USE. POSSIBLY INCREASE MORE QUALITY HUNT AREAS AND  OR CHANGE REFUGE AREAS FROM YEAR TO YEAR.  LIMIT DAYS TO 
HUNT ON QUALITY AREAS AND TRY ANDINCREASE HABITAT ON PUBLIC/PRIVATE LANDS!
waterfowl hunting hours are based on safe shooting.  I hunt waterfowl exclusively with falconry.  There is absolutely no need to restrict my hunting hours.  
The species of hawk raptor that I employ (goshawks) excell at twilight hunting.  They are not even fully engaged in trying to catch their prey until after the 
hunting hours.  I would strongly encourage the "hunting hours" be reworded to "shooting hours".  This change is consistent with ALL other upland game 
hunting.
waterfowl problems & populations keep increasing.  I want robo duck,& goose back. I am not talking about allowing electronic calls, deer, elk, turkey just 
robo duck & goose.
Waterfowl seasons should start in November and go until the 2nd week in Feb.
we should be able to use electronic decoys and calls. as well as useing a shotgun that only holds four shots because the remington 870's are made for four 
shots
What is the status of the Fir Island Snow goose plan?  Concern that seasons are being decided without any opportunity for public comment.  We were 
promised by WDFW staff that the plan would be completed by July 1 2007 with plenty of opportunity for review and comment.  Was again promised by 
WDFW Director at teh early February commission it would be available very soon- 5 months later no plan and looks like snow goose season structures will 
once again be established without a chance for comment.
Work on providing more public hunting areas for Waterfowl in western and eastern WA  Restrict building of any kind around or near wetlands and open 
access to Hunting and outdoor enthusiasts.
Adjust the seasons to when the birds are actually migrating. Not before they move.
allow electronic decoys for waterfowl for those of us who pay the fees to hunt the ducks and geese we will not kill many more than we do now DUH
allow eltric calls
Batterized or motorized decoys should be legal, it seems to work alright in the south.
Consider a short period of the season where the use of "motorized" decoys would be allowed.
draw permit for late season snow geese
Enforce and expand the "no baiting" laws.  To many duck club/guide land are leaving way to much feed in there fields.
Housing being built and infringing upon open waterfowl land should not be allowed to vote or say what hunting hours should be.
I think it would be beneficial to start the eastern Washington waterfowl season at the first of November and to extend it to the middle of February due to the 
much warmer weather in late fall.
I would be OK with lowering the limit......  I do not like 15 shell limits set in some areas
IF WATERFOWL HUNTING HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED (OCCURING FOR DECADES)  ON A POND OR LAKE THE STATE, CITY OR COUNTY 
SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO RESTRICT THIS TYPE OF HUNTING BECAUSE SOMEONE HAS PURCHASED PROPERTY ON OR NEAR THE 
BODY OF WATER AND THIS PESONS HAS SAFETY OR NOISE CONCERNS.
Important to maintain hunting areas as further development encroaches in traditional hunting areas.
increase bag limit for scaup
Need more habitat restoration and limits on developments near wetlands
No September goose seasons in Eastern Washington.  We do not have the urban goose problems as the west side.
no split seasons
on public hunting land perminent blinds should have a map at the parking area and predawn identification markers on each blind for low light condition. to 
make it easier new hunters and hunters unfimilar with the area.
raise bag limit to 10 per day
Resist "popular" restrictions ....do what needs to be done but don't take the fun out of the hunt
Shooting hours for waterfowl should be extended to 1/2 hour after sunset.
should have an early teal season conjointly with early goose season
Special youth oppurtunity besides the early season.
Start shooting hours 45 minutes before sunrise and and them 45 minutes after sunset.
Start waterfowl season one week later, and extend one week into Feburary.
The early goose season I believe as established to control local geese in lieu of the migratory.  If that is true then why have a limit of only 3 birds when the 
regular season allows 4.  I hunt mostly in Spokane and Lincoln counties.  I also wonder why only 4 birds when there appears to be a quantum amount of 
geese.
The electronic duck and goose decoys are available for use in many other states, what's wrong with using them in this state.
Two many hunts in western washington are tidel to go to a Saterday sunday wednesday model
Adopt non-toxic shot state wide, but announce it several seasons in advance so hunters don'e get caught with a lot of lead shot shells.  All shotgun shells 
should be non-toxic except for slugs.
All electronic decoys
allow electric decoys, almost the entire country allows them, and so does Canada, which is where our birds come from meaning the birds are harder to hunt 
down here
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Allow waterfowl hunters to have 5 rounds of ammunition in firearm during hunting hours
didn't see any proposals for waterfowl or the use of motorized decoys.
Duck and Goose hunting hours extended by 30 min.  at present times the hunting closes and the waterfowl begins to fly. there is still ample day light to see 
the game. depending if your hunting in the shadows or weather conditions, rule of thumb if you cant see it dont shoot.
Establish more hunting opprotunity for waterfowl, especially snow geese, and keep up the preservation of wetlands.  Lots of us appreciate the work you 
guys do to help keep them "wet".
expand the days when waterfowl can be hunted (eliminate the Wed and Sun only areas)
Extend Goose season only.
find a way to codify traditional waterfowl hunting areas/times such that latecomers who move adjacent cannot shut down the hunting (think of the moving in 
next ot an airport issue...it was there before YOU were, therefore hold priority)
Help establish more private partnerships for hunting geese in SW Washington.
I THINK ITS A JOKE TO HAVE DUCK HUNTERS, BIRD WATCHERS AND PHEASANT HUNTERS SHARING THE SAME AREA AT THE SAME TIME
I would like to see the use of battery powered decoys again.
later shooting in the evenings
longer early season Canada goose
Lower the price for Resident tags and liscence
Make goose hunting more available....not so complicated
More and better opportunities need to be provided for over 65 and disabled hunters. Most of the blinds in my area have either been POORLY placed or 
there are a very limited amount of them. Both in most cases.
More and more waterfowl areas are being shut down because of people purchasing land or a house then when hunting season come around they get 
pissed off by the shooting.  Well, WDFG needs to put a law in the real estate section that states how far off waterfowl hunting is from their property or 
resident.
more public access to undevoleped wetlands and landowner access thru wdf
need more areas to hunt
No battery operated decoys or calls.
Open duck later maybe mid November and ad a month at the end of the season
Put the half mile restriction back on the lower snake river.
should extend special permit snow goose on fir island until mid feb
Snow Goose Permit-- Why is this still required?  I understand the population to be at or near carrying capacity for the area. An explanation for the reason in 
the pamphlet for any special permits would go a long way for support of the programs.
The Snake River, Ice Harbor Pool, area should be closed to hunting ducks or geese.
There needs to a push to look into baiting waterfowl by flooding corn fields.  This is not a normal ag practice its not rice!  This is a huge problem that is 
being ignored.  I know of many private hunt clubs in Eastern Wasington using this practice and it is ruining public waterfowl hunting.  It needs to be 
investigated.
Urban waterfowl problems need to be addressed through alternate and safe forms of hunting, like dipnets during the flightless season or CO2 powered net 
capture guns, even flu-flu arrows with blunts.  Pettition the USFWS to re-write their archaic description of what constitutes a waterfowl hunting weapon to 
allow alternatives to shotguns.
we need better waterfowl; hunting sites
What haappened to waterfowl support????  Where are the ducks???
Why do I have to lose my hunting area when a rich guy buys the lake side property. I have had my truck vandalized twice now as a result.
a longer season
Allow goose hunting for Saturday and Sunday when open especially in Eastern Washington.
Better shot selection at sheaper prices
eliminate 15 shell limit on fir island hunting area, it's a joke.
It seems like the waterfoul population has really increased the past few years. I think if the regulations on waterfoul where eased up alittle more you would 
get more partisipation. The same with muzzlloading. There are to many restrictions to the piont of confusing.
lead shoot should be allowed on waterfowl many bird are lost do to steel shot it does not make a clean kill it wounds more then it kills.
Make waterfowl hunting easier to understand. I use to hunt Idaho for years....It was simple, I bought a migration stamp. It was a sticker to add to my 
licence. You are nickel and diming us and cause serious comfusion to the retailers. Most people selling licences don't know how to advise all things 
necessary to buy.
more land needs to opened up, for instance the sunnyside wildlife area there is so much land that is closed to hunting along the yakima river, many lands 
are not farmed the way it used to be,and waterfoul are not atracted to other areas as they used to be. I feel there are too many refuges for such a limited 
season.
On the columbia river from rocky rech dam to wells dam I would rely like to see more boat acess as all parks are close for the waterfowl season and their 
are no acess to thw public water.
Open more land to hunters
Open spring and/or additional seasons for geese, rather than having the Game Department round up and euthanize the birds.  Why waste geese that could 
otherwise be hunted and consumed?
Require lead fee ammo.
should have urban goose control special permit hunting
start season one month later, birds are not arriving until after the season is over!!
START THE SEASON LATER
Start the waterfowl season later and have it go later into January.
Why the sea-duck permit?  An explanation for the reason in the pamphlet for any special permist would go a long way for support of the programs.
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work to make non-toxic shot cheaper and more effective, and Cudos to the snow goose hunting program, its great

excited to see some studies of local goose populations going on in eastern washington over the next several years looking forward to some results or data.
Expand and promote the snow gose program
i support no use of electrically operated decoys
Lengthen the time that you can hunt in the evening
No lead restriction for waterfowl.
Take the lead restriction off open field hunting away from water. "Must be 150 yards away from open water". Or something like that.

the limet on ducks is to high. 5 ducks are enough. there are to many guides hunting on public hunting    grounds. some one needs to watch them better.
The state needs to do a better job in obtaining access to private lands AND properly marking those they have access to.
Educate land owners and oppisition people on shot gun range, saftey and migration nessesity.
Extend the September goose season to start earlier.
Get ride of the small game license, for the people that pay for a big game license the should get to hunt everything with out having to buy that also!!!!
move season back by 6 weeks
Provide more public land on west side.  Define areas in regulations or supplemental pamphlet.
Purchase better quality land for hunting water fowel on the west side.
Spitting the season should be done away with. Start the season later and run straight through.
Stop the Dusky quota.
There needs to be information available regarding open area for public hunting.
Up the limit for geese
Why are waterfowl report cards still on a separate system and printed on large, water melt-able cardboard paper.
Work with Nisqually Federal wildlife land to open it up, like williap is.
You need to make a guide licence for geese and ducks. The guides don't have to pay and are tieing up all the ground. Charge them $10,000/year. Them 
maybe I'll goose hunt again.
Actively address slob hunting and skybusting in the Skagit area.
coots are getting less and less all the time.  change the limit or protect the bird. Their use to be rafts of these birds everywhere, not the case now.
Earlier Goose season should be expanded on local resident goose populations
higher bag limit for mallards
Love the job being done with the Fir Island Snow Goose Quality Hunt Program!
Allow hunting on different days each week on game department owned land.
How about an annual limit on Pintails in stead of one per day
Install more access stiles at Shillipoo. Maintain better blind management.
Allowed to live their lives in peace.
Expand the southwest Washington goose season to the maximum time the feds will allow
I think it all comes down to better management on both sides of the fence not just one side.
No hunting.  The word "harvest" as applied in this survey is a self-serving euphemism.  You're not picking strawberries here, you're ending lives.  This is not 
a true sport when one participant is unwitting.  There is no longer a defensible reason to hunt in this day and age; we need to evolve beyond this brutal 
practice.
Public access....
Waterfowl seasons seem to be doing just fine
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