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From: Commission (DFW)
To: Wildthing (DFW)
Subject: FW: Antler Point Restrictions (APR) GMU 117 & 121
Date: Thursday, February 19, 2015 10:13:41 AM


FYI – I know you have responded to him already. Just wanted to share his email below.
 
Tami Lininger, Executive Assistant
Washington Fish & Wildlife Commission
1111 Washington Street SE, Olympia WA 98501 (office)
600 Capitol Way N, Olympia WA 98501-1091 (mailing)
Email: commission@dfw.wa.gov or tami.lininger@dfw.wa.gov
WEB: http://www.wdfw.wa.gov/commission
Phone: (360) 902-2267
 
 
 
 
From: Al Martz [mailto:almartz31@outlook.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2015 9:14 AM
To: Miranda Wecker
Cc: Commission (DFW)
Subject: Fw: Antler Point Restrictions (APR) GMU 117 & 121
 
 
 
From: almartz31@outlook.com
Sent: Saturday, February 14, 2015 10:49 AM
To: Miranda Wecker
      Fish & Game Commissioners
Subject: Antler Point Restrictions (APR) GMU 117 & 121
 
Fish & Game Commissioners,
 
 
ANTLER POINT RESTRICTIONS GMU’s 117 & 121
 
The main purpose of the  Antler Point Restrictions (APR) was to increase the overall population
of our Whitetail (W-T) Deer and at the same time create a healthy population by improving 
Buck Doe (B-D), and Fawn Doe (F-D) ratios, age class of breeding bucks, etc..
 
Again the Stakeholder meetings came up with three options to do this:
1)  Greatly Reduce Late Buck Season
2)  Limited Entry
3)  Antler Point Restrictions
The APR were chosen as the least restrictive and by far the most popular option.
 
The options were not about creating bigger bucks as we continue to hear from misinformed
people.  If that were the case , we wouldn’t have recommended Limited Entry or Reduced Late
Season.
 
There were no APR studies in Washington before or since the APR went into effect in 2011.  The
first and only W-T study in Washington is ongoing now, and this is not a study on APR.
 
I find it interesting that people in and out of the W.D.F.W. say there is no proof that APR’s work. 
Wash. has in place now APR’S in 18 W-T GMU’s not counting 117 & 121.  With this many GMU’s
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with APR’ s I think it would be hard pressed for the Dept. to argue that APR’s don’t work.  It
would be very hard to find anyone that would argue against the fact that shorter seasons and
APRs have saved our Mule deer herds.
 
The harvest success rate for 117 & 121 is 26%, which is as high or  higher than the other North
East GMU’s.  Keep in mind this buck harvest is all 4 PT. or better. People that are not hunting
117 & 121  ( mostly Spokane area hunters ) are missing a great opportunity.
 
Businesses have felt the impact of reduced hunter numbers.  Remember we lost 31% of our
hunter numbers from 2008 to 2013.  There are many reasons for this, the Economy, Cost of
Licenses, Forest Practices, Loss of Agriculture, Lack of Quality Hunting Opportunity, Predators,
Lack of Youth Opportunity.  The APR has taken the brunt of the blame for hunter participation,
when now it probably has the least effect of all the issues.  Remember we are only 2 GMU’s of 7
in the N.E..
 
In the Wolf plan it says if any ungulate population is 25% or more below the 10 year average for
2 or more consecutive years, lethal removal is a option.  This has not been addressed. Our
predators numbers are at very high levels and the token extra spring bear permits and the
handful of cougar tags will do little to help the problem.
 
To open Deer seasons for any buck, all user groups, along with Youth, Senior, Disabled (YSD),
Muzzleloader and Arch. Doe seasons, would within two years have our W-T population at record
lows.  I am meeting with the N.E. Wash. Biologist, Dana Base, the end of Feb., and will have
statistics for you at the Moses Lk. Comm. meeting.
 
 
 
The recommendations are as follows for the 2015 – 2017 W-T seasons.  GMU 117 & 121:
 
Modern Fire  General Season                                    Option A            4 pt. min.
      “        “    Late General Season                            Option A            4 pt. min.
      “        “    Senior & Disabled                                 No Antlerless     4 pt. min.
      “        “    Youth General Season                          Option B            Any W-T Deer Early & Late
Archery         Early                                                      Option A            4 pt. min.
     “               Late                                                      Option A            4 pt. min.
Muzzle Loader General Season                                 Option A            4 pt. min.
 
 
These recommendations are in support of APR’s, basically status quo with the exception of
allowing any Buck and any Doe entire season for Youth.  With youth any Buck or Doe, Archery
and  Muzzle Loader Doe.  You will still  have a significant increase in harvest.
 
 
 
Al Martz
 
 
 
Member:   Northeast Washington Wildlife Group  (N.W.W.G.)
                Stevens County Fish & Wildlife Advisory Council  (S.C.F.W.A.C.)
                Game Management Advisory Council  (G.M.A.C.)
 
 
                
                
 
 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 





