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February 19, 2014


 


 


Re: Wildlife Program Commission Meeting Public Comments


 


To Whom It May Concern:


 


I’m a 63 year-old lifetime resident and outdoorsman of Washington State who lives on a
fixed income.  I am also disabled from an injury in 2008.  This injury made archery hunting
impossible until I found out that I could get a Crossbow hunting certification through our
state.  Since 2008 I have harvested 2 deer, 1 doe and 1 mature buck.  I killed the mature
buck this year after spending 10 days in a ground blind, day and night in the cold, over a bait
of alfalfa and deer corn.  I carried in a bag of bait on my back every day when I went to hunt
my location, which reminded me of the strength and endurance I have lost as I age.


 


In my experience, the baiting does attract game to your area, but most of the time it’s
before daylight and after dark (if I can believe the pictures from my game camera).  I have
observed that there are a lot more deer, including many mature bucks, in the National
Forest area where I hunt and how difficult they are to harvest even over bait. 


Now let’s talk about the 3 different baiting proposals.  The Non-Random survey more than
likely consisted of hunters like me who only have a limited time to hunt and fish, mainly
weekends or if your wife approves, use a few days of the family’s vacation time for your
hunting.  They are hard-working people with families and limited time, who took the time to
go out onto the State Game Dept. website and 63% said just leave it the way it is now. 


 


Also, the survey says 23% want to ban bait except for food plots and agricultural operations,
which to me are LAND OWNERS.  So the LAND OWNERS don’t have a problem with baiting
and attracting game on a large scale, but they do take issue with the average hunter (63%)
who doesn’t own land, carrying a bag of corn and alfalfa to his or her stand in the National
Forest.  Something is not right about that. 
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The average hunter like me, that does not own land can’t afford to lease or pay a land
owner to hunt on their agricultural fields or food plots.  Now if the rules go away from the
way they are now, it will not stop the land owners from baiting anyway.  They can just plant
a few dozen apple trees or a patch of corn and alfalfa because they own the land, whether
legal or illegal. 


Now the Random survey, in which the Game Dept. had to call by phone for responses, may
have included some of the people who had already responded voluntarily through the Game
Dept. website.  Still 21% supported, 11% were neutral and 9% didn’t know, totaling 41%. 
So, per my calculations, the higher percentage overall was 63% Leave It As It Is Now, 21%
Supported, 11% Neutral and 9% Don’t Know.


 


In closing, I think the average Washington State Hunter, Fisherman & Outdoorsman (63%)
are right, just leave it the way it is now.  Whether rifle, muzzleloader or archery hunting, it
should be a personal choice and not decided by a special interest group.  We have far too
few personal choices in our lives anymore and the next one for me may be to give up one
more thing in my life I’ve had a passion for over the past 50 years…hunting deer & elk. 


 


Sincerely Average Outdoorsman,


 


John Neudorfer
17518 S Lois Dr
Cheney WA  99004
509-443-1812
WildID#10010005615
Neudorferj@hotmail.com





