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Heart of the Cascades - 2014

Estimated Acres

nt of Fish and Wildlife

Existing Uses

Timber production

Intended Uses

Fish and wildlife protection; recreation opportunities include: hunting,
fishing, wildlife viewing

Threats

Sub-division development and degradation; loss of public access

Project Description

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife will use grant funding to
acquire up to 3,167 acres of forest and aquatic habitat on the east slopes
of the central Cascade Mountains and parts of the upper Yakima River
basin, Cole Creek and Cabin Creek. The acquisition will provide critical
connectivity within the Cascades landscape, providing breeding and
foraging habitat for northern spotted owls and supporting large ungulate
herds. The land is home to spotted owl, goshawk, steelhead, bull trout,
large carnivores, wolverine, deer, elk and many other animals. The
purchase would protect 23 miles of headwater and mainstem streams for
protection of steelhead and bull trout. The targeted lands are a historic
spotted owl stronghold and contains critical habitat necessary to support
recovery. The acquisition will help provide a continuum of habitat from
low to high elevation that will allow uninterrupted migration of species in
response to climate and habitat changes. This acquisition supports
landscape connectivity across Interstate 90 adjacent to the wildlife
crossing structures.

Partners/Supporters

The Nature Conservancy, Forterra, Yakama Nation, US Forest Service,
Audubon, Rocky Mt Elk Foundation
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