NEPA Scoping Meeting

for the

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
for the

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Wildlife Areas Habitat Conservation Plan

U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE

SERVICE




Purpose of Tonight’s Meeting

Inform you of the process

Provide information on the Wildlife Areas
Proposed Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP)

Receive your comments on the NEPA review
tonight, or before November 1, 2010
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Roles of Agencies

Lead Agencies = US Fish and Wildlife Service
and National Marine Fisheries Service

Landowner/Manager = Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife

Applicant = Washington Department of Fish and
Wildlife




Tonight’s Presentation

- National Environmental Policy Act
- Endangered Species Act

- Habitat Conservation Planning




National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA)

Primary goals of NEPA:

- To inform and involve the public and use public
input in decision making; and

- To consider alternatives to the proposed action
and effects that may occuir.




National Environmental Policy Act

ESA considers the impact of actions on listed fish
and wildlife. NEPA considers the impacts of a
federal action on the human environment, for
example:

water quality
wetlands

air quality

cultural resources
non-listed species

as well as ESA- listed fish and wildlife.
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National Environmental Policy Act

- NEPA is required for major federal actions that
may significantly affect the human environment

- Issuing an incidental take permit under the ESA
is a major federal action




Formal Public Scoping

Notice of Intent in the Federal Register starts the
formal scoping process for the EIS (Published
October 1, 2010)

Used to identify significant environmental issues
that may have significant impact for further analysis

Used to identify environmental issues with less than
significant impacts that will not need further
environmental analysis




How You Can Help

You can provide information on your
issues/concerns which will be used to focus the
analysis

The Services have provided an initial list of what
information you might be able to provide

Comments due by November 1, 2010




We ask that you provide
comments on the following:




Information/issues/concerns on effects of a
Wildlife Areas HCP on ESA-listed species as well
as the human environment

Reasonable alternatives
Baseline environmental conditions

Measures to avoid, mitigate, or minimize effects

Potential adaptive management and/or monitoring
provisions




Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

- Purpose and need for the action

- Alternatives (no action, proposed action, others)
- Affected environment

- Environmental effects from alternatives

- Cumulative effects




Environmental Impact Statement
» Culminates in a record of decision (ROD):
- States what the decision was
- Discusses factors used in decision

* Incorporates the ESA analysis and decision




How Will Your Comments Be Used?

The scoping comments you provide will be
carefully considered during the EIS process
and will be used in the ESA analysis




Endangered Species Act (ESA)

Purpose: Provide a means whereby

ecosystems upon which endangered and
threatened species depend may be
conserved and to provide a program for the
conservation of threatened and endangered

species




Important ESA Terms

 Endangered species: in danger of
extinction throughout all or a significant
portion of its range

» Threatened species: will likely become

endangered within the foreseeable future
throughout all or a significant portion of its
range




Important ESA Terms

Take: to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot,
wound, Kkill, trap, capture, or collect an
endangered or threatened species




Incidental Take

Results from, but is not the purpose of,
carrying out an
otherwise lawiful activity

e.g., WDFW land-management activities
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Relevant Sections of the ESA

Section 9
It is unlawful to:

“take any such [threatened or endangered] species
within the United States”

Section 10

Allows take that is incidental to an otherwise legal
activity provided the applicant submits a
conservation plan (Le., an HCP) that ensures long-

term survival of listed species.




What is a Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP)

A landowner-generated plan that:
* provides long-term conservation for covered
species

* reduces conflict between listed species and
management activities

 expands focus from covering single species to
looking at the ecosystem as a whole

- allows applicants to become true partners in




HCP Five Point Policy requires:

- Biological goals and objectives

- Adaptive management

- Compliance and effectiveness monitoring
- Permit duration

- Public participation (NEPA)




No Surprises Rule

The Services will not require the commitment of
additional land, water, or financial compensation
or additional restrictions on the use of land,
water, or other natural resources beyond the
level otherwise agreed to in the HCP without
consent of the ITP holder (WDFW).




The HCP must describe:

* The impacts likely to result from the taking of the
species

* Measures the applicant will take to monitor,
minimize, and mitigate impacts

* Funding to implement the HCP




The HCP must describe:

» Describe alternative actions to the taking that the
applicant analyzed, and the reasons why the
applicant did not adopt such alternatives

 Additional measures the Services may require
as necessary or appropriate for the HCP




Incidental Take Permit (ITP)

If the Services find, after public comment:
« Take will be incidental

* Impacts of the taking will be minimized and mitigated ‘to
the maximum extent practicable’

 Activities will not reduce the likelihood of survival and
recovery of species in the wild

* The “other measures” that the Services may require will
be met

» Applicant ensures funding for the plan

then the Services shall issue an ITP




Summary

The preparation of an HCP and the processes
required under NEPA all lead up to a decision by
the Services of whether or not to issue the ITPs




Schedule

- Public Scoping: October 1 — November 1, 2010

- Draft EIS/HCP - Fall 2011




Submit Comments

- During tonight’s meeting — Submit comment cards
at the Stations

- Email comments to: Wdfwwlareahcp@fws.gov
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Mail Comments to:

Mark Ostwald, USFWS

510 Desmond Drive SE, Suite 102
Lacey, Washington 98503

Phone: (360) 753-9564

David Molenaar, NMFS

510 Desmond Drive SE, Suite 103
Lacey, Washington 98503

Phone: (360) 753-9456




Thank You

Thank you for your time and involvement in the
EIS process

Your comments assist the Services to make
more informed and better decisions

Reminder, official comment period ends
November 1, 2010




