State of Washington
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

Mailing Address: 600 Capitol Way N « Olympia, WA 98501-1091 ¢ (360) 902-2200, TDD (360) 902-2207
Main Office Location: Natural Resources Building *« 1111 Washington Street SE « Olympia, WA

October 1, 2010
To Whom It May Concern:

The attached letter from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration is intended to inform interested parties of the proposed Wildlife
Areas Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) and gather public input that will facilitate the
development of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

The public is invited to comment during this National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
scoping period and will have additional opportunity to comment on the HCP and on the draft EIS
when completed.

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife intends to adopt the NEPA EIS for compliance
with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). There will be no separate SEPA review.

Teresa A. Eturaspe

SEPA Responsible Official



United States Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Marine Fisheries Service
United States Department of the Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

National Marine Fisheries Service U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

510 Desmond Drive SE. Suite 103 510 Desmond Drive S.E., Suite 102

Lacey, Washington 98503 Lacey, Washington 98503
September 27, 2010

Dear Interested Party:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) would
like to inform you of the initiation of the 30-day public scoping period for an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) under the National Environmental Policy Act. The proposed project is the Washington
State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) that covers state
wildlife areas throughout the state. For this EIS, the USFWS and NMFS are joint lead agencies.

The WDFW proposes to prepare an HCP and apply for an incidental take permit to cover activities that
include standard land management and operations activities, agriculture, and recreation conducted or
allowed on approximately 900,000 acres within 32 wildlife areas managed by WDFW. If granted, this
permit would authorize the incidental take of 32 species of terrestrial birds and mammals, fish,
invertebrates and plants that are protected under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). It would also
authorize incidental take of 20 additional unlisted species of birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles,
invertebrates and fish should they become listed under the ESA during the term of the HCP.

We have scheduled four public scoping meetings. The public scoping meetings are intended to inform
interested parties of the proposed Wildlife Areas HCP and gather public input that will facilitate the
development of the EIS.

The public scoping meetings will be held on:

e Tuesday, October 19, 2010, 6:30 to 8:30 pm at Everett Community College, 2000 Tower Street,
Whitehorse Hall, Room 105, Everett, Washington 98201.

e  Wednesday, October 20, 2010, 6:30 to 8:30 pm at FWS and NMFS Office, 510 Desmond Drive,
Sawyer Hall, Lacey,Washington 98503.

e Tuesday, October 26, 2010, 6:30 to 8:30 pm at Hal Homes Center, 209 N. Ruby Street, Teanaway
Room, Ellensburg, Washington 98926.

¢  Wednesday, October 27, 2010, 6:30 to 8:30 pm at Spokane Valley Center Place, 2426 N.
Discovery Place, Room 109, Spokane, Washington 99206.

We encourage you to attend these meetings. However, if you can’t attend, you can still provide
comments on the Wildlife Areas HCP at the following email address: wdfwwlareahcp@fws.gov.




USFWS and NMFS are accepting all comments through November 1, 2010 on the scope of the EIS, the
range of alternatives, and the impacts that should be analyzed.

For further information on the Wildlife Areas HCP, please call Mark Ostwald with the USFWS at (360)
753-9564 or Dave Molenaar with NOAA at (360) 753-9456. Information on the project is also available
at http://www.fws.gov/pacific/

Sincerely,

William W.Stelle, Jr. Ken S. Berg, Manager

Regional Administrator Western Washington Fish and Wildlife Office
NOAA Fisheries U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service




