METHOW WILDLIFE AREA

2009 MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

Land Management Summary

This is an update to the 2009 Methow Wildlife Area
(MWA) Management Plan
http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/wildlife_areas/management_pl
ans/ which providesnanagement direction for over
32,000acres of Washington Fish and Wildlife land in
Okano@n County. The plan identifies needs and guides
activities on the area based on the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) Mission of
ASound Stewardshi @mndad Fi sh an
underlying statewide goals and objectives as they apply
to local conditions.

Plans are updated annually as habitat and species
conditions change, as new regulations and scientific
knowledge develop, as public issues and concerns
evolve, and as administration of wildlife areas change.
This management plan updatsalncludes 2008
accomplishments, new issues, new land management
Mule deer buck on the MWA strategies and performance measures for 2009.

Rendezvous Unit

Updates/ Changes
The winter of 20082009 had lower than average temperatures and below average snowfall, with
heaviest precipitatioduring the monthof December Snow depths did not exceed 2 feet on

most of the winter rangégaving deeforage

available throughout the winter. Spring thaw Inside

cameearlyto the Methow Spring arrived

earlier than usual with bare ground exposed | Land Management Summary 1

higher devation south slopes showing in Updates/Changes 1

February. The MethowValley had higher than| New Issues . J

L . Major Stewardship Accomplishments 4

normal precipitation (snowfall) in March Status Report of 2008 Performance Measures 6

which helped make up for earlier deficits. New Strategies 9
2009 Performance Measures 10
Citizens Advisory Group Input 11
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Acquisitions ™ B
In early 2009, the WDFW purchased el
approximately 423 acres of upland shetgppe .. sy e
and riparian habitat This acquisition is located =
on the southern bord
Doe unit. The new property provides key )
critical mule deer habitat and improves
recreational opportunity and access to the &
MWAGs Gol den Doe uni &

Grants v
The wildlife area successfully received a grant
for shrubsteppe habitat restoration on historiog:
dryland agricultural fields; thigvashington “
Wildlife and Recreation ProgratiVWRP) The Richner Acquisition for the MWA Golden
grant is for $314,000 from 2007 to 2010. We | DoeUnit

successfully received a Wiife Habitat
Improvement Project (WHIP) grant for $30,000 to restore a wetland and install protective
fencing on the Big Buck Unit of theildlife area. Wereceived grant funding from Department
of Ecology for $6,000 for litter cleanup on tvddlife area.

Partnerships

Methow Backcountry Horsemen partnered with WDFW to cleanup and install 15 newadise

in Beaver Creek Campground. WDFW is a leading partner with Washington State Parks (WSP)
in helping to design and prale trails and equine camping facilities near Pearrygin Lake State
Park. WDFW and Pacific Biodiversity Institute (PBI) partnered on Rare Plant and Vegetation
Surveys on 2,000 acres of the Methow Unit oflidlife area, totaling approximately 10,000

aaes now surveyed between WSP and WDFW land in -200@.

WDFW is key partner in an effort to trap, hold, and relocate nuisance beavers to prime,
unoccupied beaver habitat in the upper reaches of the Methow watershed. This effort is in
conjunction withthe US Forest Service, Methow Conservancy, and the Pacific Biodiversity
Institute in order to enhance summer instream flows, restore and increase historic wetland
habitat, and restore critical habitat for fish and wildlife. The project has receiveddimidsy
over $90,000 from Deptmentof Ecology, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and the
EcoTrust Foundation.




Staff

Our workforce in20082009 includes: full time
Manager, a full time Assistant Manager/
Maintenance Mechanic, a seasdBmlogist I,

and a émonth seasonal Habitat Technician. On
October ¥, Tom McCoy took over as manager of
the Methow Wildlife Area. He moved here from
the Yakima area where he was a consulting

| rangeland ecologist/hydrologist and former

" watershed restation manager for the Yakama

W« Tribe. Our volunteer crews have been active as
: ever and we thank everyone who has participated
in our seeding, planting and cleanup events!

Wildlife
i SRR Prairie falcons and Golden eagles have been
Rough-legged Hawkon the MWA observed once again at the Metw Wildlife Area
as well as the elusive Lookout wolf pack, which
resides predominately within the confines of the
OkanogarAwWenatchee National Foresindhas been spotted moving through one of the wildlife
area units.

Fraser Unit

New Issues

In late 2008 staff worked closelyith the Washington Water Trust and Department of Ecology

to resolve significant water right issues on the Big Valley, Patterson Ranch, and Judd Ranch
parcels We believe that an adable resolution was reached that resulted in all unused water
rights being placed into 5 year temporary trust. WDFW retained the option to take these rights
out of trust when beneficial irrigation projects become available.

The capitol funds allo¢eon that paid for the Big Valley center pivot irrigation project had
approximately $225,000 remaining to pay for additional irrigatidiciehcy projects in FY

2009. Wildlifearea saff have worked out a project/contract proposal WHDFW Business

Senices (the fund administrating body) to upgrade irrigation facilities at Big Valley south, Lloyd
Ranch, Wildlife Area Headquarters, Beaver Creek and the Judd Ranch. These projects will
improve irrigation/withdrawal efficiency and refurbish existing systemthat they can be used

for future restoration projects/agricultural leases.

Washington Department of Natural Resour@sR) and WDFW land exchange proposals are
currently at a virtual starstill. Plummeting timber prices have influenced the value (ae.

rangeland to timber land) of the proposed exchange to the point that DNR and DFW are waiting
to see what happens in the coming year to determine hpmwdeed For updatednformation

see:
http//www.dnr.wa.gov/BusinessPermits/Topics/LandExchanges/Pages/amp_exc_wdfw_land_ex

change.aspx
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Major Stewardship Accomplishments

We successfully used agricultural farming practtoeweed and prepare the Soutpd3tone and
Martin fields for scheduled llasseeding with native grass species in 2008ey will be planted

with a locally adapted variety of Methow bluebunch wheatgrass and Idaho fescue that we
collected and had contract growim the fall of 2008, the Lower Cougar road and Headquarter
fields were seededOther fields that were earlier sown in 2006 and 2007 appeared to be doing
quite well. The planted native grasses have since established and grown in significant size, but
weed treatments are continually needed to combat perennial weednsoe plan to follow

up on these sites with further plantings of shrubs and,farfisthen ssess their biodiversity at a
later time using longerm monitoring plots.

We continue to control, inventory, and map weed populations onilidi¢e area. In 2009
emphasis wil/| be pl ace ooftwayshire2008; appdokimately 358 r e a 6 s
acres of weeds were treated using Integrated Pest Management (IPM) control methods, which
include mechanical farming, mechanical haadling, releasef biocontrols, and chemical
treatments.New noxious weed identification and suggested treatnmefdasmationalpublic

signs have been developéd partnership with the USE&nd will be posted on the MWA kiosk
boards and entrantm03.0 wil dlife areads uni

Multiple fish barrier
culverts were replaced or
removed in 2008. During
the summer of 2008 the
Cougar Creek culvert was
replaced with a bottomless
arch. The disturbed area
was rehabilitated with
native shrubs and grasses,
which will be nonitored
for establishment in 2009.
The large culvert on
Pearrygin Creek at the
Lloyd Ranch access point
was also replaced in
November. This waa
large flat bottomed pipe th&iok
Cougar creek culvert replacement brub plantings nearly a week to install. smaller
fish barrier culvert just upstream
was also removed during that project. Preliminary reclamation meageie taken following
constructionand additional measures will be carried out in the spring of 200@. other fish
barrier culvert was removed in 200B.was located at the Rams€yeek Campgroundin
addition to the removal of this particular culvert, WDFW engineering abandoned approximately
two miles of roads.




