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Land Management Summary 

This is an update to the 2006 Scotch Creek 

Wildlif e Area Management Plan that 

provides management direction for the 

Scotch Creek, Mineral Hill, Pogue 

Mountain, Tunk Valley, Chesaw, and the 

Charles and Mary Eder units in Okanogan 

County.  The plan identifies needs and 

guides activities on the area based on the 

Washington Department of Fish and 

Wildlife (WDFW) Mission of ñSound 

Stewardship of Fish and Wildlifeò and its 

underlying statewide goals and objectives 

as they apply to local conditions. 

 
The primary goal and specific reason for purchasing the property is to establish a viable sharp-tailed 

grouse population on and adjacent to the Scotch Creek Wildlife Area. Other management goals for 

the Scotch Creek Wildlife Area are to preserve habitat and species diversity for wildlife resources, 

maintain healthy populations of game and non-game species, protect and restore native plant 

communities, and provide diverse opportunities for the public to encounter, utilize, and appreciate 

wildlife and wild areas. 

 

Plans are updated annually as habitat and species conditions change, as new regulations and 

scientific knowledge develop, as public issues and concerns evolve, and as administration of 

wildlife areas change.  This management plan update also includes 2008 accomplishments, new 

issues, new land management strategies and performance measures for 2009.  For a complete 

copy of the 2006 management plan, and updates, go to:   

 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/wildlife_areas/management_plans/ 

 

Updates/Changes since 2008 

¶ The Department of Fish and Wildlife 

successfully completed the acquisition 

of phase two, on the Charles and Mary 

Eder unit near Oroville in 2008.  This 

3,000-acre purchase brings the total 

acreage on this unit to 6,300 acres.  

Primary management objectives here 

will be the protection of a large 

wintering deer herd, and provide a 
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limited entry quality deer hunt for successful permit applicants.  Surveys in 2007 

indicated approximately 800 deer wintering on the unit.  90% of these were white-tailed 

deer with 10% mule deer.  The phase two purchase excludes a 700-acre life estate to the 

sellers, Charles Junior, and Mary Eder, and their two daughters.  The life estate includes 

all the irrigated agriculture fields as well as several residences and outbuildings 

associated with the agriculture of the area.  Phase two also includes a 10-foot public 

access across the life estate along the west boundary for users of the area to access the 

north half of the unit.  Management of the ñCharles and Mary Eder Unitò has been added 

to the Scotch Creek complex, due to the BPA funding source for this purchase.         

 

 
 

Map 1:  Eder Unit.  Phase one in lighter shades; Phase two in the darker shaded relief.  

 

 

¶ The FFY09 budget for Scotch Creek was restored by the BPA to 2007 levels (we had a 

25% reduction in 2008).  Many of the work elements in the 2008 statement of work were 

postponed due to the budget shortfall and will be completed this year.  The reduction that 

eliminated one month for our full time maintenance mechanic has been restored in 2009.    

In addition the BPA approved an increase of $74,000 for management of the new Eder 

property.   
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¶ A wildfire occurred on Pogue Mountain in July of 2008.  The ñGreen Lake Fireò started 

at a residence in Salmon Creek and quickly spread up and over Pogue Mountain, 

consuming about 754 acres of wildlife area lands.  Portions of the fire were 100% tree 

killed, while other areas burned as a ground fire and only pockets of thick timber were 

consumed.  I had just completed the forest management plan for this  

 

 
 

unit but unfortunately was unable to get it thinned before the wildfire.  Plans are to 

salvage log and thin green stands of timber in 2009.  A second fire, the Happy Hill fire 

(450 acres) was accidentally started about one month later by a DNR vehicle driving 

through tall dry grass.  Tall dry grass and a hot catalytic converter is a bad combination.  

We completed re-hab work on both fires in the fall of 2008 including 3.5 miles of fence 

repair and seeding a native grass mix on 10 acres of dozer and hand lines.     
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Major Stewardship Accomplishments  

 

¶ We successfully re-seeded 95 acres of old agricultural fields on Happy Hill in 2008 to a 

mix of native grasses and forbs.  This shrub-steppe restoration project was phase two of a 

cost-share grant (2006) from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). It 

required a summer-long program to prepare the seedbed, with a fall dormant seeding last 

November.  The seed mix included; bluebunch wheatgrass, Sandbergs bluegrass, Idaho 

fescue, snow buckwheat, yarrow, blue flax, and antelope bitterbrush.   

 
 

¶ Maintenance on over 120,000 seedling trees and shrubs that have been planted over the 

years include hand-pulling weeds, mowing to reduce competition, fertilizer applications 

and installation of rodent guards to insure survival and increased growth rates. These 

activities take place both in the spring and fall. Approximately 30 acres are maintained 

and this year included 500 Water Birch seedlings re-planted along Scotch Creek in the 

Corrals area. 
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¶ Boundary fence repair was completed by early summer. Inspection and repairs were 

made, concentrating on areas where livestock has the most pressure. Staff also  

completed new fence constructed around a spring and stock watering area on the Chesaw 

unit, and one mile of old fence repair on the north boundary of Chesaw bordering private 

rangeland. 

 

 
 

 

 

¶ Weed control efforts began in early spring, with the application of pre emergent 

herbicides to bare grounds, parking areas and around buildings.   Applications continued 

though late fall on perennial species.  As with previous years, control of Musk Thistle on 

the Chesaw unit continues to be challenging and ongoing.  Extensive time was spent spot 

spraying and hand pulling seed heads in remote sections of the unit.  One bio-control 

release of Larinus minutus occurred on Happy Hill of the Scotch Creek Unit in attempts of 

controlling expanding diffuse knapweed infestations.  Acquisition of the Charles and 

Mary Eder Unit and the reseeding of fire lines added additional workloads to staff.  The 

Eder Unit and new invaders were the focus of survey efforts in 2008. 

 

 

 

 


