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Introduction 
The Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) hosted a public workshop on Thursday, 
February 6, 2014, from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. at its eastern region office in Spokane.  The purpose of the 
workshop was to share information about the wildlife area planning process and to solicit public and 
stakeholder input.  

The workshop begins the planning process for revising the Swanson Lakes Wildlife Area Management 
Plan, one of 33 plans the department will revise over the next six to eight years. The plans go through a 
quick update every two years to reflect changes in landscape and management priorities; however, the 
longer-term revisions consider more comprehensively the status of wildlife species and their habitat, 
progress towards longer-term goals, and confirm or revise the objectives of the plans, consistent with 
acquisition or funding requirements. The plans will also consider the interests and impacts of user 
groups, influences of climate change, public use, facility improvements, forest management and ongoing 
operations and maintenance. 

Over 20 people attended and signed the sign-in sheet, including representatives from Reardan and 
Davenport, Spokane Audubon, fly fishing organizations, local schools, and interested citizens and 
volunteers.   

Workshop Format 
The workshop was designed in a combination open house/presentation format. Information stations 
were organized to encourage participants to select and discuss the areas of most interest, and to 
provide one-on-one staff engagement to answer questions, and discuss and record comments. 

Station Title/Purpose Content 
Station 1  Sign-in for workshop 

Sign up for advisory committee 
 

Identify where you are from on regional 
map 
Workshop agenda, comment sheet and 
area fact sheet 

Station 2 Wildlife Area Overview & Swanson Lakes 
Unit 

Wildlife Area Overview map 
Swanson Lakes Unit map 

Station 3 Revere & Reardan Audubon Lake Units Revere Unit map 
Reardan Audubon Lake map 

Station 4 Connectivity Connectivity map and materials 
 



Staff presentation 
Melinda Posner, public outreach lead for the project, welcomed everyone and outlined the workshop 
purpose and format. She introduced the following staff members, and recognized Bureau of Land 
Management representatives and Spokane Audubon members, two key partners in contributing to 
stewardship values in and near Swanson Lakes: 

 Kevin Robinette, Regional Wildlife Program Manager, Spokane 
 Madonna Luers, Public Information Officer, Spokane 
 Juli Anderson, Swanson Lakes Wildlife Area Manager, Swanson Lakes 
 Mike Finch, Swanson Lakes Assistant Wildlife Area Manager, Swanson Lakes 
 Paul Dahmer, Stewardship and Operations Section Manager, Lands Division, Olympia 
 Lauri Vigue, Wildlife Area Project Manager, Olympia 

Melinda emphasized the early stage in the planning process and the desire to hear from the public and 
stakeholders about interests, issues, questions and potential priorities for these areas. She noted 
multiple methods for providing comments including written comment sheets, flip charts notes, speaking 
with staff and sending email comments directly to swansonlakeswa@dfw.wa.org or to Swanson Lakes 
Wildlife Area Manager, Juli Anderson at juli.anderson@dfw.wa.gov or by calling (509) 636-2344.  

Melinda introduced Lauri Vigue to share an overview of the wildlife area planning process. Lauri outlined 
the planning process for the 33 wildlife areas, including the formation of a cross-program steering 
committee, five “focus groups” for GIS, technical applications, performance measures, monitoring, weed 
management and recreation. She noted the plan will have new emphases in the following areas:  

 Wildlife Area Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP)  
 Recreation Planning 
 Wildlife Area Ecological Integrity Monitoring 
 Forest Management Planning 
 Expanded public outreach including public workshops and Wildlife Area Advisory Committees 

(WAAC) 

Lauri summarized the nine-month planning process for Swanson Lakes; the goal is to complete the plan 
by October 2014. Three other plans are planned for revision before July 2015, the end of the current 
biennium. These include Klickitat, Sinlakhekin and Oak Creek wildlife areas. 

Lauri outlined a proposal to acquire an additional 150 acres of land adjacent to Reardan Audubon Lake.  
This project will be considered in the Recreation Conservation Office (RCO) 2014 grant funding process 
and, if acquired, will contribute to conservation and recreation values through protection of Palouse 
prairie grasslands, channeled scablands, wetlands and vernal pools; wildlife viewing and nature 
photography. This area is used by more than 100 species of birds, is on the Important Birding Map, and 
is supported through a strong partnership with Spokane Audubon. 
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Lauri introduced Juli Anderson, wildlife area manager for Swanson Lakes. Juli described the purpose, 
acquisition and funding requirements, and current and status of objectives for each of the three wildlife 
area units in this wildlife area. 

Swanson Lakes 
Overview:   21,000 acres, shrub-steppe  

Purpose:  mitigation habitat for sage grouse, sharp-tailed grouse and mule deer 

Funding source:  Bonneville Power Administration and RCO 1990’s, fixed annual BPA funding  

Current objectives:  Habitat restoration, grouse translocation 

Revere 
Overview:   2,291 acres, shrub-steppe 

Purpose:  Mitigation habitat for upland birds/mule deer 

Funding source:  Army Corps of Engineers 1992 

Current objectives:  Upland birds, Mule Deer summer range 

Reardan Audubon Lake 
Overview:  277 acres, ponds, shrub-steppe  

Purpose:  Preserve upland and waterfowl habitat from urban sprawl, bird watching 

Funding source: RCO 2006 

Current objectives:  Access development, habitat restoration 

Juli welcomes phone calls and emails and noted that she and Mike Finch, assistant wildlife area 
manager, can be reached at the wildlife area most Mondays through Fridays from 8:00 to 5:00 p.m., 
excluding holidays. 

Public Comments and Questions 
Melinda summarized the opportunities for public input and asked participants to consider the following 
questions as they apply to each wildlife area: 

 Where and how often do you use these areas? 

 Where and how would you like to use these areas in the future? 

 What specific facilities or improvements are desirable for future public use? 

 What questions do you have? 
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 What are you most interested in? 

 What are you most concerned about? 

General questions and comments from participants are listed below, including comments collected at 
each of the information stations. Comments specific to each wildlife area follow. Melinda thanked 
participants, reminded them to sign up for the advisory committee if interested and asked them to 
identify any additional individuals or groups that should be informed about this process.  

 The “larger” public is not in touch with what is going on in these areas. The department needs a 
marketing and outreach effort to reach others.  

 Does the department have a public relations person who goes around to schools and other 
organizations to market – this is a very important way to educate and inform. The department 
had more resources for outreach and education in the past; current funding constraints limit the 
staff resources for these activities. The department seeks partnerships and hopes to develop 
“ambassadors” to assist with these activities. The advisory committee will be a good forum for 
discussing topics like education and outreach. The department needs to hear if this is a priority 
for the area. 

 Consider coordinating with Inland Northwest Wildlife Council (INWC ). Can 
contributions/donations be made to these areas specifically? There are wildlife areas where 
individuals or organizations can make contributions that benefit specific wildlife areas directly.  

 Spokane Audubon and other groups have very robust school outreach and education programs; 
consider partnering up with them. 

 Murdock Partners in Science) is another group that works successfully with schools. They are 
waiting for a grant that would allow them to do more outreach and education at Swanson Lakes 

 Is any of this type of coordination going on for Reardan?  The department and Spokane Audubon 
are partners for Reardan. There has been and continues to be continued coordination. This is 
expected to continue and the plan will help shape the focus of the coordinated effort including 
priorities for this area. 

 A number of university students have studied/worked on these areas. 
 Seek partnerships or expertise to develop videos that can be used to promote these areas. (A 

participant noted a local producer who might be a good contact). 
 Has the department made progress in meeting objectives in these areas? What progress will be 

made over the next 20-25 years? Yes, as Juli outlined in the presentation, progress has been 
made in meeting fish and wildlife objectives. For example, Swanson Lakes is just about “at the 
end of the line” in terms of grasslands restoration. There are only a few areas left to be restored. 
Now is the time to consider future objectives for this area. 

 What practices does the department use to minimize weeds? The department uses multiple 
strategies for weed management including hand pulling, judicious spraying, planting of native 
species and monitoring. 

 Do fishing and hunting license fees pay for operations and maintenance in these areas?  Yes, in 
part; WDFW budget is made up of about one-third fishing & hunting license fees, about one-third 
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general fund (WA sales tax), and about one-third other governmental sources (ie., federal 
mitigation, ESA, other cooperative funding). The Discover Pass – the vehicle access pass required 
to park on and visit state wildlife areas – provides partial funding for one wildlife area access 
staff person.  

 How will the public be informed? The department will utilize multiple methods to inform and 
engage the public including outreach with the media, direct email to the stakeholder database, 
public workshops like these, one-on-one stakeholder meetings, the advisory committee process, 
and other practices that are identified throughout the process. Because of limited resources and 
staff, and because wildlife areas are spread over a large geographic area, the department’s 
strategy is to engage and inform as many interested parties, and help these individual and 
organizations become ambassadors for the project, helping to share information and “leverage” 
existing community and stakeholder networks.   

Wildlife Area Unit-Specific Comments 

Swanson Lakes 
 Z-Lake: Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club (IEFFC) can help with operations and maintenance 

activities at Z Lake; the aeration system works; some folks desire better access, which needs to 
be evaluated. A priority is to keep remote/solitude values – these are good qualities.  

 IEFFC wants to help out with aspects of fishing management 
 Look at curbing issues and potential alternative materials – safety, aesthetic issue?  

Reardan 
 Water main 

o Driving damage by city; should we advise re: minimizing? 
o Incidental repair/maintenance items encountered; Lions to help? 

 New acquisition (+ existing) – new walking trail (ADA)? 
 Railroad Street – dust, possible chip seal 
 How to fund/accomplish O&M and repairs? (e.g. parking bumpers, install spares?) 
 Problems with shorebird watching – could add trail and seasonal restriction signs (boardwalk or 

drained?) 
 Look at curbing issues and potential alternative materials – safety, aesthetic issue?  

Revere 
 May want to look at curbing here as well 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

Meeting materials 
The following meeting materials are attached:  

 Agenda 
 Workshop postcard 
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 Swanson Lakes Wildlife Area Management Plan Fact Sheet 
 Comment sheet 
 Advisory committee handout 
 Map  handout 
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WILDLIFE AREA MANAGEMENT PLAN 

PUBLIC WORKSHOP AGENDA 

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife                                                                  
Eastern Region Office, Spokane Valley, WA 

February 6, 2014 

5:30-6:00 p.m. Information Sharing Open House  

 

6:00-6:45 p.m. WDFW Staff Presentations 

Welcome, Introductions, Format – Melinda Posner, Public   
Outreach Lead 

Overall Planning Process, Timeline – Lauri Vigue, Project Manager   

Swanson Lakes/Reardan Audubon Lake, Revere Wildlife Area 
specifics  - Juli Anderson, Wildlife Area Manager   

Clarification Questions & Answers – Melinda Posner, Public 
Outreach Lead 

 

6:45-8:00 p.m. Information Sharing Open House 

 

 



We want your input!
Plan to attend:
	 WHAT:	 Public workshop to learn about the wildlife area planning 	
		  process and share your ideas about habitat management and 	
		  public use.
	 WHEN:	 Thursday, February 6, 5:30 to 8 p.m.
	 WHERE:	 Department of Fish and Wildlife Region 1 Office
		  2315 North Discovery Place, Spokane Valley
	CONTACT:	 Juli Anderson - (509) 636-2344 or juli.anderson@dfw.wa.gov

Swanson Lakes, Reardan Audubon Lake and Revere Wildlife Areas



Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife

1111 Washington Street SE
Olympia, Washington 98501-1091

wdfw.wa.gov



Swanson Lakes wildlife area management plan under way

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) is 
kicking off a multi-year planning process for the department’s 33 
wildlife areas with a public workshop for the Swanson Lakes Wildlife 

Area Management Plan, which encompasses Swanson Lakes, Reardan 
Audubon Lake and Revere. The new plan will address the status of wildlife 
species and their habitat, the progress of restoration efforts, and public 
recreation opportunities.

•• The Swanson Lakes Wildlife Area includes 21,000 shrub-steppe acres 
purchased in 1993 to protect populations of threatened sharp-tailed and 
sage grouse and other species. The property is adjacent to U.S. Bureau 
of Land Management lands and was purchased with Bonneville Power 
Administration funds set aside to mitigate for wildlife losses from 
construction of Grand Coulee Dam. Since the last Swanson Lakes 
management plan was completed in 2006, sharp-tailed grouse numbers 
have increased and sage grouse have been reintroduced.

•• The Reardan Audubon Lake area, managed as a separate unit of the 
Swanson Lakes Wildlife Area, includes 277 acres of wetlands, grasslands 
and a lake that support over 200 bird species. It is a very popular bird-
watching site and is listed on Audubon Washington’s Great Washington 
State Birding Trail and the Ice Age Floods Institute National Geologic 
Trail.  The site was acquired in 2006 with a state grant and help from the 
Spokane Audubon Society and the Inland Northwest Land Trust.

•• The Revere Wildlife Area includes 2,291 acres of Palouse grassland and 
shrub-steppe.  It was acquired in 1992 with Lower Snake River dam 
construction habitat mitigation funds from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.  Revere supports mule deer, upland game birds, raptors and 
other wildlife. 

The public is invited to participate over the nine-month process, through 
public workshops, by sending public comments to swansonlakeswa@dfw.
wa.gov, and by joining the citizen-member advisory committee that will be 
established to help guide the process. To apply send a letter of interest to Juli 
Anderson at 509-636-2344 or juli.anderson@dfw.wa.gov.

For more information:
Juli Anderson
509-636-2344 
juli.anderson@dfw.wa.gov

wdfw.wa.gov

Swanson Lakes, Reardan Audubon Lake 
and Revere Wildlife Areas



WDFW developing new plans for 33 wildlife areas
WDFW manages nearly 1 million acres of land, divided into 
33 wildlife management areas.  Each year these areas attract 
about 4 million visitors who hunt, fish and observe wildlife in 
their natural environments. 

Each area is guided by a management plan that addresses 
the status of wildlife species and habitats, public recreation, 
habitat restoration, operations and 
maintenance (such as weed management 
and facility improvements), and other 
activities to meet the department’s 
mission of preserving, protecting 
and perpetuating fish, wildlife and 
ecosystems. Plans are revised periodically 
to reflect current conditions and the 
progress of past activities, and to identify 
new management priorities.

WDFW involves citizens on advisory 
committees that help develop each 
management plan and provide feedback 
throughout the planning process.

For more information about the multi-year wildlife 
area planning effort, please contact Lauri Vigue at 
(360) 902-2549 or lauri.vigue@dfw.wa.gov.
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Interested in becoming an advisory committee member 

for development of the Swanson Lakes, Reardan Audubon Lake and 
Revere wildlife areas management plan?  

WDFW seeks interested candidates to meet two to three times through the nine-month 
planning process to help shape the plan. The first meeting is planned for April or May 2014. 

Benefits of membership: Ensure your views are heard  
Wildlife area advisory committees ensure that WDFW considers a wide range of 
perspectives as it develops wildlife area management plans. Plans are revised every six to 
eight years, with two-year updates. Members also provide input about ongoing land 
management activities that support successful implementation of the wildlife area plans, 
consistent with the agency mandate.  
 
Committee members will: 

• Review and comment on planning information; 
• Represent formal and informal stakeholder groups and communicate with others 

who share your interest or belong to your organization; 
• Learn about the WDFW mission and goals; and, most importantly 
• Share your priorities for wildlife areas land planning and management.  

To apply, send a letter of interest to: 
Juli Anderson 
juli.anderson@dfw.wa.gov 

Please include: 
1. Name, address, phone and email 
2. Name and contact information of interest group you would represent 
3. A description of why you are interested 
4. A summary of your experience with this or other wildlife areas and land management 

issues (helpful but not required)  
5. Your resume, if available 

Questions: Contact Juli Anderson at 509-636-2344 or juli.anderson@dfw.wa.gov. 
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Swanson Lakes Wildlife Area Management Plan: Comment Sheet 

We invite you to share your ideas, values and concerns about the Swanson Lakes Wildlife Area 
Management Plan by filling out this comment card and returning it to any of the WDFW staff or 
to the comment box. If you would like more time, you may send your comments to Melinda 
Posner via email at swansonlakeswa@dfw.wa.gov or mail them to: 

Melinda Posner 
Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife 
600 Capitol Way North 
Olympia, WA 98501-1091 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Visit http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/wildlife_areas/management_plans/swanson_lakes/ for more info 

 
Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 1111 WASHINGTON ST SE, 600 CAPITOL WAY NORTH, OLYMPIA, WA 98501-1091 

mailto:swansonlakeswa@dfw.wa.gov
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