
75th anniversary of the Sinlahekin --                                                
Washington’s first wildlife area  

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) is 
celebrating the 75th anniversary of the Sinlahekin – the state’s first 
wildlife area – with events scheduled throughout the summer of 
2014. 

 

Event Schedule 

• June 7 kickoff celebration included remarks by WDFW Phil Anderson, a barbecue lunch, 
dedication of a hiking trail and fishing clinics.  

• June 14-15 sessions included native bees, birds, bears, mollusks, wildflowers, mosses, 
lichens, geology, and early exploration.  

• July 5-6 sessions included butterflies, dragonflies and damselflies, other insects, deer, bats, 
grassland ecology, and landscape restoration. 

• July 26-27 sessions included bats, bighorn sheep, cougars and other carnivores, forests, 
local wildfire history, and a “then-and-now” photo point tour. 

• August 23-24 sessions included geology, snakes and other reptiles, geologic history, and 
wildfire history and prescribed burn management. 

• September 6-7 sessions included birds, wildlife photography, native American history, early 
settler history, a “then-and-now” photo point tour, and family wildlife sing-along. 

• The series will close on September 27 (National Hunting and Fishing and National 
Public Lands Day) with a fun run through the Sinlahekin and a celebration of the 
area’s hunting and fishing heritage. More information on the “Mule Deer Dash” fun 
run is available at:  http://sinlahekindash.blogspot.com/2014/06/sinlahekin-mule-deer-
dash.html  

Questions about participation in any of the 75th anniversary events can be directed to 
teamsinlahekin@dfw.wa.gov.  

 

(Driving directions to Sinlahekin Wildlife Area headquarters: From Loomis, proceed west on 
Broadway Street which turns into Sinlahekin Road. Proceed south on Sinlahekin Road about 3 
miles to the wildlife area boundary and continue about 2-1/2 miles to the headquarters’ entrance 
road on left.) 
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The “Explore the Sinlahekin” series closes on September 27 (National Hunting and Fishing 
and National Public Lands Day) with a fun run through the Sinlahekin and a celebration of 
the area’s hunting and fishing heritage. 

Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014 

National Hunting and Fishing Day and National Public Lands Day                                     
Sinlahekin 75th Anniversary Closing Celebration FAIR 

8 a.m.  to noon                                                                                                                                       
“Mule Deer Dash”                                                                                                                                                                                
Fun Run through the Sinlahekin Wildlife Area on the Dave Brittell Memorial Trail                                                          
Participants can run or walk the entire length of the 8-mile Dave Brittell Memorial Trail, from 
Sinlahekin headquarters to Blue Lake and back, or just parts of the trail, such as the two-mile loop 
to and around Conners Lake.  

Pre-run registration must be made by August 31 to receive a Sinlahekin 75th anniversary logo long-
sleeved sport shirt; other participants can register the day of the run, Sept. 27.  More information 
and registration forms for the Sept. 27 “Mule Deer Dash” fun run are now available at: 
http://sinlahekindash.blogspot.com/2014/06/sinlahekin-mule-deer-dash.html. 

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.                                                                                                                                 
Information/Demonstration Booth Fair  

o Mule Deer Foundation 
o Inland Northwest Wildlife Council 
o Okanogan Chapter of Back Country Horsemen 
o Okanogan Land Trust 
o Conservation Northwest 
o Trout Unlimited, Okanogan Chapter 

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 

 WDFW Wildlife Staff: Hunting in Okanogan County 
 WDFW Fish Staff: Fishing in Okanogan County 

U.S. Forest Service – Tonasket Ranger District 

Other natural resource agencies 
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