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JANUARY - MARCH
PROGRESS UPDATE

With the assistance of a Steering Committee and consultant team (Shannon and
Wilson), the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) is evaluating a range
of alternatives to restore tidal processes, tidal marsh habitat and tidal channel habitat at
WDFW'’s 264 acre Fir Island Farm. The Steering Committee and consultant team have
been meeting monthly since December 2009 and most recently on March 11, 2011.

Most of the baseline data collections for the study have been completed. Water surface
elevation, temperature and salinity data collections in the sloughs are ongoing. The
attention of the Steering Committee and consultant team in January, February and
March has been dominated by the task of completing the baseline assessment memos
for WDFW'’s Fir Island Farm, associated sloughs and adjacent tidal marsh. The
Steering Committee and consultant team are curently reviewing the draft baseline
assessment memos. The baseline assessment memos will be posted on WFDW'’s Fir
Island Farm website in May.

During this period, the Steering Committee and consultant team has continued to
discuss and refine the restoration alternatives that will be evaluated at WDFW'’s Fir
Island Farm. In March, the Steering Committee and consultant team decided that
additional restoration alternatives should be developed for alternatives 1, 2 and 3 that
exclude Dry Slough. The graphics for the restoration alternative 2A is currently being
developed and will be posted on WDFW'’s Fir Island Farm website when it is completed.

The Steering Committee and consultant team has continued to develop factors (metrics)
that can be used to evaluate the different restoration alternatives. The evaluation
factors primarily focus on agriculture, snow geese, estuary processes, and juvenile
Chinook salmon.

At the March meeting, the Steering Committee and consultant team decided to delay
the Alternative Analysis phase of the study until comments can be solicited on the
proposed restoration alternatives from Consolidated Diking District #22, the farmers
adjacent to WDFW's Fir Island Farm, Tribes, local community and interest groups.
WDFW will meet with Consolidated Diking District #22, the farmers adjacent to WDFW'’s
Fir Island Farm and the Tribes. With the assistance of the Steering Committee and
consultant team, WDFW will host an open house on June 2, 2011. Though the exact
time and location for the open house has yet to be determined, invitations and notices



will be sent out and posted in May. Written comments will be solicited at the open
house and during the week following the open house. The comments received will be
considered by the Steering Committee as it moves forward with the Alternative Analysis
phase of the study.

During the April-June period in which comments on the proposed restoration
alternatives are solicited, members of the Steering Committee will continue to work on
the methodology for advancing the Alternative Analysis phase of the study.

The timeline for the study has been updated following the March meeting. The updated
study timeline is posted on WDFW'’s Fir Island Farm website.

Study related information can be accessed at WDFW'’s web site via the following
pathway: http://wdfw.wa.qgov/ (WDFW Homepage) under Conservation, click on WDFW
Lands click on Wildlife Areas (select) Skagit and click on Fir Island Farms.




