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I. INTRODUCTION

The Fir Island Farm Unit is part of the WDFW’s Skagit Wildlife Area (WA). The Skagit
WA includes approximately 16,708 acres of diverse habitats from the Bald Eagle
Natural Area on upper Skagit River to the Skagit Bay Estuary and out to the San Juan
Islands. The majority of the WA is marine tidelands located on the Skagit River delta
between the mouths of the North and South Forks of the Skagit River. In addition to
tidelands, the Skagit Wildlife Area also includes adjoining fresh water marshes, prior
converted wetlands and various upland sites at 16 separate locations. The
management goals for WDFW are to preserve habitat and species diversity for fish and
wildlife resources, maintain healthy populations of game and non-game species, protect
and restore native plant communities, and provide diverse opportunities for the public to
encounter, utilize, and appreciate wildlife and open spaces.

Il. FIR ISLAND FARM SNOW GOOSE RESERVE
A. GENERAL

WDFW’s Fir Island Farm ownership was purchased in 1995 and the Fir Island Farm
Snow Goose Reserve was established in 1997-1998. The Reserve was established to
provide upland resting and winter forage for the Wrangle Island lesser snow geese
which winter in the Skagit River delta from October through April. The Fir Island Farm
Reserve includes approximately 245 acres of WDFW owned property located between
Brown and Dry Slough’s south of Fir Island Road. The property is managed to provide
winter forage through an agricultural lease with a neighboring farmer. The lease allows
the farmer to grow a variety of crops with the stipulation that the property will be planted
with a designated cover crop within a certain timeframe. The neighboring farmer
contributes an additional 441 acres of private property planted in cover crop to the
reserve. This partnership makes the total area of the Snow Goose Reserve
(approximately 680 acres) significantly larger than WDFW ownership alone.

B. EXISTING PUBLIC USES

WDFW understands the importance of providing access opportunities and has worked
with the local community at the reserve to provide for safe public recreational activities.



WDFW also recognizes that public uses must conform to the primary management
objective of the reserve to provide upland resting and winter forage for Snow Geese.

The point access design of the reserve was developed to provide a viewing opportunity
while providing a larger area for wildlife with limited human disturbance. Hunting is not
permitted. There is currently a driveway along the NW side of the reserve leading to a
parking lot. The driveway and parking lot provide the public a safe opportunity to view
wintering snow geese and the reserves wildlife without having to park along Fir Island
Road which creates a traffic hazard and impacts the local residents. The reserve
design also allows the users access to the bay front dike for views of Skagit Bay estuary
and the variety of wildlife that use this site throughout the year during different tidal
cycles. Through an agreement with DD#22, the public has access to approximately 640
linear feet of dike top trail from the parking lot along Brown Slough to Skagit Bay.

The reserve location on the Skagit Bay Estuary is in close proximate to the large urban
populations in Seattle and Vancouver, B.C. (combined populations of over 5.5 million).
This project is within easy driving distance—which provide substantial opportunities for
wildlife-oriented recreation, education and scientific study.

In addition, this reserve serves as a demonstration area to showcase the coordinated
efforts of private organizations, private landowners, and government agencies, since the
reserve is a partnership of public and private land.

Schools, colleges and scientific community visit and use this site for a variety of
educational and research purposes such as shore bird capture, water quality testing,
and bird strike radar testing and calibration just to name a few.
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