
Wenas Wildlife Area Target Shooting Project Public Meetings 

April 26 and 27, 2016 

Public Meeting Summary 
 

Introduction 
The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) hosted two public meetings to discuss the 
status of the Wenas Wildlife Area (WLA) Target Shooting Project and to hear feedback from the 
community. The meetings were held in Ellensburg and Selah, on Tuesday, April 26, 2016, and 
Wednesday, April 27, respectively. At each meeting, WDFW staff presented background and history 
about the project, as well as more recent work to identify a preferred shooting range location and 
develop a range design.  

Both meetings followed a similar format. Agency staff presented the preferred alternatives and meeting 
participants were asked to share input and comments at several information stations including:  

• Project Alternatives  
• Volunteer Opportunities  
• Range Rules  

A user questionnaire was also distributed.  The input from each meeting is summarized below. 

April 26 Meeting 
Hal Holmes Community Center, Ellensburg 

The April 26 meeting was held from 6-8 p.m. at the Hal Holmes Community Center in Ellensburg. About 
20 people attended the meeting. Regional Program Manager Scott McCorquodale welcomed attendees 
including Representative Tom Dent, Moses Lake, and Kittitas County Commissioner Paul Jewell. He 
introduced agency staff including WLA Manager Cindi Confer Morris, Assistant WLA Manager Jody 
Taylor, Enforcement Capt. Rich Mann, Enforcement Sergeant Grant Morgan, and Hunter Education and 
Volunteer Coordinator Aaron Garcia.  

Facilitator and WDFW Section Manager Melinda Posner outlined the purpose of the meeting, meeting 
format, and ground rules. She introduced Wenas WLA Manager Cindi Confer Morris who presented the 
history, background, input from past public meetings, and the agency’s preferred alternative. She 
discussed range design and other improvements recommended by a consultant, and different levels of 
development proposed for the north and south ends of the WLA. She summarized what will likely be 
required from Yakima County permitting on the south end, including a 25-mph speed limit and more 
frequent grading on Sheep Company Road, and she discussed other considerations – including two 
additional road closures (Bull Pasture and Buffalo Road) which are potential strategies to ensure 
successful range operation and compliance of the new shooting restriction through the WLA. During the 
presentation, Cindi called out the following as specific topics for feedback: 
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• Durr Road Site – What level of development should be pursued? While the north site (Durr 
Road) is expected to be less developed than the site on the south end, the agency is interested 
in developing a parking area, and could include other improvement, such as target berms and 
other enhancements to clearly indicate shooting lanes for each discipline.  

• 25-mph speed limit – This is recommended for Sheep Company Road on the south and could be 
implemented on the Durr Road site as well. 

• Grading on Sheep Company and Durr Road – Grading is recommended at more frequent 
intervals (2-3 times per year) for Sheep Company, and could be implemented on the north side 
as well. 

• Barrier rock at existing “user-defined” target shooting sites – These popular locations will 
become off limits if the ranges are developed on north and south sides of the WLA.  

• Examples of range rules – What are reactions, and what rules are most important at north and 
south sites? 

• Buffalo Road Closure – This would further deter target shooters from illegally shooting at this 
site, which is currently popular but hard to enforce. Currently, motorized vehicles can drive 
about two miles in from the gate.  

• Bull Pasture Road Closure – This would further deter target shooters from illegally shooting at 
sites that are now accessible.  

Meeting attendees shared the following comments and questions: 

 Range Rules 
• General Range Safety Rule #12: Suggest “Muzzle loading” be added to “black powder firearms” 
• General Range Safety Rule #13. Suggest eliminating rules that prohibit the collection of spent 

shell casings.   
• General Range Regulations #2: add the following language after armor piercing… “ projectiles 

containing any metal other than lead or copper except shotgun shot…” 
• Suggest a range “flag” for indicating hot/cold or live/dead range 

Other Questions & Comments  
The small number of participants at the April 26 meeting allowed time for agency staff to respond to 
some questions asked by meeting participants. These are summarized below, in addition to other 
comments shared at the information stations and those included on the user questionnaire.  

1. What do we know about fires on the Wenas Wildlife Area? 

Wenas has been the site of several fires over the last several years. The south end in particular, 
has been a popular site for fires, but there have also been some on the north end. The Umtanum 
site is attractive to shooters because of the natural backstop and openness, but sparking and 
prevailing wind have combined to create some very unsafe experiences for homes to the east of 
this area. The majority of these fires seem to have started from legal use of firearms, although 
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there is at least one incidence where the fire may have started from tracers, which are illegal. At 
least four fires in the last couple of years have stared by shooters using legal firearms.  

2. What is the need for barrier rock and gates on existing open areas? This seems no different from 
the seasonal closure. With proper public presence and education, it shouldn’t be necessary and 
the resources can be put to better use elsewhere.  

Under any alternative, the project will prohibit target shooting throughout the WLA, including 
several well-known and popular “user-defined” sites along Sheep Company and Durr roads. 
Barriers are desirable to discourage illegal activity and allow enforcement to efficiently patrol 
the area.  

3. Why would you have different rules at north vs. south areas?  

The north site will definitely be less developed so some of the rules may not be applicable. The 
agency would like to hear from users – what makes the most sense at each site?   

4. Will the existing “Umtanum” target shooting site be closed to target shooting? 

Yes. The Umtanum site is attractive to target shooters is located in a high risk area for fire due to 
the homes to the east and the prevailing wind direction. 

5. An attendee who is experienced with shooting range clean-up encouraged development of 
appropriate drainage improvements, and backstops at both sites for proper management of 
lead. 

6.  One attendee suggested the agency consider development of new signage that tells the history 
of the area.  

7. Will the new policy allow sighting firearms during “hunting camp”?  

Capt. Mann stated that Enforcement would enforce the rule as proposed.  The manner in which 
it is enforced could be anything from a verbal warning and education to a ticket.  Officers would 
be encouraged to (and do) use discretion that fits the severity of the violation. 

8. One meeting participant said that the Kittitas County sheriff’s Office is opposed to shutting 
down shooting in Kittitas County. (Note: This comment was not made by a representative from 
the Kittitas County Sheriff’s Office.) 

9. Information should be clearly and widely communicated to the public about the changes before 
they go into effect, including those who come to this area from Western Washington. 

10. Has the agency considered addressing the needs and interests of those who want to shoot 
longer distances?  
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There has been discussion about this.  Funds limit the agency’s ability to implement more than 
Phase 1 at this point, which includes the 100-yard range. Phase 2 includes a 200-yard range. It’s 
possible that the 200-yard range could be extended to a longer distance with additional funds 
but that is not being considered at this time. The agency confirmed that gongs (which are often 
used for long distance shooting) are illegal, yet they are still being used by target shooters.  

11.  A self-identified game hunter noted that hunters often need to be able to shoot 300 yards. A 
300-yard range will show how far a bullet will go at 300 yards.   

12. One meeting attendee recommended the following improvements for the Durr Road site: a 
parking area, designating shooting lanes, and sagebrush removal to reduce the fire risk.  

The agency is recommending a parking area at the Durr Road site and will consider other 
improvements to orient shooters. The idea of removing the sagebrush may not reduce the fire 
risk enough to allow lifting the seasonal restriction. 

13.  One attendee recommended designating a portion of the range for youth shooting activities.   

14. At the Durr Road site on the north, consider changing the orientation of the trap shoot area so 
that target shooters are not looking into the western sky.   

15. One attendee questioned the statement of non-use of NRA range masters at the range (posted 
on the example range rules).  

Written Comments on User Questionnaire 
The following comments were submitted on the user questionnaire.  

• I would prefer 25-yard handgun and 100-yard rifle at Durr Road. 
• I’m interested in orderliness, safety, positive image of shooters. 
• I am an NRA Range Safety Officer. I am a strictly extreme long distance target shooter. I started 

the Seattle Long Range Target Shooting Meetup. 
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April 27 Meeting 
Selah Middle School, Selah 

The April 27 meeting followed the same format, and was held from 6-8 p.m. at the Selah Middle School. 
Approximately 57 signed the attendee list at the meeting. Dave Whipple, Hunter Education Division 
Manager, welcomed attendees and described the agency’s effort to develop a shooting range program. 
The Wenas WLA target shooting range is one of the first projects being considered. What the agency 
learns through this process may be applicable to range development at other wildlife areas.  

Facilitator and WDFW Section Manager Melinda Posner shared the purpose of the meeting, meeting 
format, and ground rules. She introduced Wenas Wildlife Area Manager Cindi Confer Morris, who 
introduced other agency staff, including WLA Assistant Manager Jody Taylor, WLA Resource Technician 
Casey Kass, Enforcement Captain Rich Mann, Enforcement Sergeant Morgan Grant, and Hunter 
Education and Volunteer Coordinator Aaron Garcia. 

Cindi presented the background and history, and recent developments on the agency-preferred range 
location and design, and potential site and WLA features considered for successful implementation. She 
introduced Aaron Garcia who discussed volunteer and sponsorship opportunities.  Melinda concluded 
the agency presentation with a list of factors the agency thinks are critical to developing a successful 
project. The list includes setting clear expectations about respectful use and maintenance, having 
enforceable range rules, and partnering with the community and recreation users. She encouraged 
participants to share their ideas about how this can be done. 

Questions & Comments 
(Note: these comments are transcribed from easel sheets that attendees wrote on at the meeting.) 

• We need to see more opportunity for long range target shooting – 1,000 yards (this was 
echoed by all individuals at this station (at least 7 folks) 

• Opportunities to safely transport targets down range (mechanical) 
• Allow for permanent placement of steel targets 
• Against closure of Buffalo Road (Chukar hunters concern)  (this was echoed by all individuals 

at this station – at least 7 folks 
• Concern about loss of shrub steppe 
• Day use fee/donation 
• Gun dog training 
• Require Hunter Ed card to use WDFW lands for target shooting 
• More public involvement  
• Leave 200-yard range on slope to save money (that is needed to construct berms) 
• You need to hire a range master to make it work. You are restricting shooters to 20 acres 

and giving 100,000 to other groups.  
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• There is still no long distance shooting range – 2,600-3,000 yards – anywhere on the 
proposal. 

• Some type of covered/temp facility for volunteer housing 
• Remember the mission for the land 
• Support closure of Buffalo Road, but consider formal review of close/open over time 
• Bigger parking space for Bull Pasture site because it’s new and a lot of people will go there 
• Improving the road into the WLA will allow for more “fun time” shooters to drive out and 

make a mess. The problem is too many people are out there. Making it simpler for people to 
access it will only make a problem bigger. 

• No gates! 
• Possible rule for limiting time at each bench during times of heavy use 
• Save money and don’t build berms.  There is a mountain out there already 
• Use money saved for decent roads and benches 
• No 25 or 50 yard range to start sighting in your rifle since rifle is not allowed on the pistol 

range. Bringing your own targets and set them up at 50 yards was discussed, as was how 
target stands should be designed for best results.   

• Who gave you the right to close the area down, and write tickets.  
• You’re taking our freedom away and restricting what we can do.  
• Mow the shooting areas and firebreak the areas.   30 sites, no can do. 
• It’s not fish and wildlife land it’s public land.  

 

Written Comments on User Questionnaire  
Meeting participants provided the following additional comments on the user questionnaire “comment” 
section:  

• Refurbish old site – save money – for all users; there is ample room for all users; Bull 
Pasture/Buffalo Road – motorized users lose out in all both situations 

• Range Rules – limit time and use of benches when heavy use is occurring; Dispersed shooting now 
occurring at end of Buffalo Road, after cattle guard 

• Restricting motorized access I am not in favor of. May lead to increased illegal off road travel; 
Increased enforcement would be a great and welcome option to reduce misuse of the area both 
at the range locations and roads; cascadequadsquad.com 

• Will help build stands; have a shop 
• Need for range safety discussion; post basic safe range procedures 
• Don’t build the berms – it reduces the amount of people out there that can shoot; they are not 

needed when there is a hill in the background. The money spent on them can instead be used for 
better roads, bathrooms and for shooting benches 

• We frequently visit the Sheep Company road site because it affords us the ability to shoot long 
distances with a safe backstop; by long distance we mean between 400-800 yards 
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• Fines should be severe; take weapons and ammo plus make them do onsite cleanup of so many 
hours; fines not strict enough 

• Room to expand lanes in future (for more shooter seats per discipline) 
• Dispersed shooting is a safety concern, and prior action to problems becoming large is important; 

however, have there been any deaths, injuries from dispersed shooting; Grading the road will 
make it simpler for people to enter the range. More people means more good and bad. More bad 
is what we’re trying to relieve!; Barricading known sites costs more money, also turns a wildlife 
area into a human control area; The words “Deter” and “Limit” were used often. You are not 
accomplishing anything by putting money into dirt and increasing access to it. You said closing 
Buffalo Road would help restrict the wrong kind of people from going out; however, you’re 
opening the other site up for more; No gates please. Government loves to and never does 
anything that doesn’t end with them spending and asking for money and then controlling that 
land with times/gates. 

• I was present here when the county shut down the informal area east of Terrace Heights when the 
landfill was developed there. At that time only a few muzzleloaders were using the current site. 
Within a few weeks all of those shooters moved out to Sheep Company Road.; Enforcement 
presence on a regular basis is a must!; The hoodlums will shoot and destroy improvements 
including after hours (shooting after dark) 

• Why no black powder shooting? I have a 58 caliber rifle that is 100 years old and two 54 caliber 
black power rifles. Why does the state want to stop black powder hunting? 

Next Steps 
Agency staff will consider the comments and feedback shared at both meetings, and will continue to 
communicate with the public about next steps. Those who signed in and already receive emails about 
the project will continue to do so. The agency will also continue outreach with the local media to ensure 
broad distribution of project information.  

Attachments 
1. User Questionnaire Tabulation 
2. PPT Presentation (This version was presented at the April 27th meeting in Selah, and is slightly 

different than the one shared on April 26th.)  
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User Questionnaire Tabulation 

April 26 Meeting Responses 
 

1. What areas of the Wenas Wildlife Area do you use for shooting sports and how frequently have 
you visited over the last year?  

Areas Visited  
Check box below (X) 

Number of visits per season 

Spring Summer Fall Winter 

Sheep Company 
shooting area 

1 3 3 3 3 

Cottonwood 
shooting area 

1 3  1 1 

Buffalo shooting 
area 

     

Dispersed shooting 
throughout WLA 

     

North end of WLA 
 

2 1 1 6  

Durr Road sites 
 

4 7 12 3  

Other 
(please write-in) 
Schnebly  

1  2 4  

 

1. What times of day do you typically visit, and, on average, how long do you stay? Please 
check one in each category: 

Time of Day 
6-10 AM 2 responses  10-2 PM 5 responses  2-6 PM 1 response  
 

Average Hours per Visit 
1-2 hours 3 responses  2-4 hours 1 response   

4-6 hours 2 responses  Over 6 hours  0 responses 
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2. Which shooting activities do you enjoy at the Wenas WLA? Check all that apply.  
 

Trap  0          Pistol  2 Silhouette  0    Plinking  0   Paper Target 3  
 

Long-Distance 1 Preferred Distance (please write-in) 1500-3000 yards 
 

Hunting 2  
 

 

 April 27 Meeting Responses* 
 

1. What areas of the Wenas Wildlife Area do you use for shooting sports and how frequently 
have you visited over the last year?  

Areas Visited  
Check box below (X) 

Number of visits per season 

Spring Summer Fall Winter 

Sheep Company 
shooting area 

13 38 42 42 30 

Cottonwood 
shooting area 

5 4 1 3 4 

Buffalo shooting 
area 

6 27 23 27 24 

Dispersed shooting 
throughout WLA 

3   2 3 

North end of WLA 
 

2   1 3 

Durr Road sites 
 

2 10 13 13 6 

Other 
(please write-in) 

     

 

2. What times of day do you typically visit, and, on average, how long do you stay? Please 
check one in each category: 

Time of Day 
6-10 AM 5 responses  10-2 PM 8 responses 2-6 PM 2 responses  
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Average Hours per Visit 
1-2 hours 5 responses    2-4 hours 5 responses   
4-6 hours 2 responses    Over 6 hours 1 response 

 
 

3. Which shooting activities do you enjoy at the Wenas WLA? Check all that apply.  
 

Trap  0          Pistol  10 Silhouette  2    Plinking  3   Paper Target 9  
 

Long-Distance 2 Preferred Distance (please write-in) over 400 yards 
 

Hunting 2  
 

*Note – some participants added information about ATV use in the shooting activity table, which is not 
included in the responses above.  
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WELCOME 
 

Wenas Target Shooting Proposal 
Public Meetings 

6-8 p.m. 
  

Wednesday, April 26 in Ellensburg 

Thursday, April 27 in Selah 

Purpose of the Meeting 

• Share information about project alternatives 
including recommended range location and 
design features 

• Discuss factors for success 

• Hear community input 
– Project alternatives 

– Other project features 

– User questionnaire 

– Volunteer and sponsorship ideas 

Agenda and Meeting Format 

• Presentation 

• Information and feedback stations 

– Project alternatives (2) 

– Volunteer opportunities 

– Range rules 

Ground Rules 

Problem Statement 

Unregulated Target Shooting: 

• Safety hazards 

• User conflicts 

• Wildfires 

• Habitat degradation 

• Litter/target debris 
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2012 Public Meetings 

• Restrict target shooting 

• Implement fire season restriction 

• Increase enforcement, education and 
signage 

2015 Public Meetings 

• Designate 2 sites for target shooting 

–   Durr Rd West 1 on north 

–   Sheep Company Rd site on south 

• Continue fire season restriction 

• Develop range on south 

 
Durr Road West 1 

 
• Known location; currently being used 

• Easily accessible from Ellensburg 

• Good fire response 

• Good backstop 

• No houses in proximity (over 2 mi to north)  

• Topo allows orientation away from private land  

• Shooting away from powerline/pipeline 

• Continue seasonal restriction 
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Site 1 (Alternative 1) 
Existing Sheep Company 

PROS CONS 

Established, known site, 
currently being used  

Limited visibility from road – hard to enforce, attracts 
irresponsible use 
 

Easily accessible from 
Selah/Yakima 

Unsafe shooting behavior - “wild west” – other 
shooters don’t feel safe 

Preferred shooting direction 
- north 

Unsafe shooting – towards homes to SE  

Topography reduces noise  Other users hiking/horseback riding through 
Cottonwood drainage 

Good fire response Natural backstop ~700 yds out across Cottonwood 
drainage 

Very difficult to effectively fire break 

High cost of berming for safety 
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Site 4 (Alternative 2) 
North of Bull Pasture 

PROS CONS 

Less homes impacted; farther away Further away from WLA entrance (distance) 
and existing shooting range site 

Reduced noise impacts  Outside fire district (distance ~1/2 mi north) 

Preferred shooting direction - north 

Room for multiple disciplines 

Natural backstop  

Able to firebreak 

Berm material on-site; reduces costs 

Preferred Alternative 

• Designate 2 sites for target shooting 
– No Target Shooting will be allowed outside of 

these sites 
– Does not affect hunting on WLA 

• Develop range at Bull Pasture site 
– Phase 1A – 25 yd and 100 yd ranges; shotgun site 

• Continue fire season timing restriction (sunrise-
10am) 
–North end into the future 
– South end for 1st year at least 

 
 

Site Features 

• Designate shooting hours & range rules 

• Auto-close gate at shooting range entrance 

• Provide target stands on a portion of the lanes 

• Restrict targets to paper, cardboard, or wood 

• Restrict rifles to >50 caliber  

• Grade Sheep Company road out to shooting 
range 2-3 times per year 

• Post 25 mph speed limit on Sheep Company road  
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Other Considerations 

• Install barriers across pullouts heavily used for 
target shooting 

• Gate Sheep Company shooting site road 

• Close Buffalo road to motorized use at parking 
area 

• Close Bull Pasture road 

 

Range Rules 
 

For 2016 

• Rules stay the same as past years. Able to do 
dispersed target shooting. 

• Continue with fire season restriction – Sunrise 
to 10am. 

Next Steps and Timeline 
• Collect public feedback    April 

• Environmental assessment complete  Oct   

• County permits – Yakima & Kittitas  Nov 

• Construction bid process   Dec  

• Construction        Spring 2017 

• Range opening        Spr/Summer 2017 

 

Once construction completed at both sites, will 
have a formal opening date, at that time rest of 
wildlife area will close to dispersed target shooting. 

 

 

Volunteer Participation 
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Master Hunters 

• Act as range hosts 

• Organize range maintenance and clean up 
events 

• Construct target stands and other items 

• Onsite observation seasonal surveys 

 

Other Organizations 
NGOs: RMEF, MDF, NWTF, etc 

Rod and gun clubs, community groups 
  

• Host events at the ranges 

• Assist with maintenance and clean-up events 

• Construct target stands and other items 

Sponsorship and Donations 

• Reaching out to sporting goods and outdoor 
rec retailers 

• Creating donation list: 
– Shooting benches 

– Shooting sheds 

– Earthmoving 

– Other 

• Signs and banners, and recognition for 
sponsors 

What can you do? 

• If you would like to volunteer or donate  
contact Aaron Garcia 

– email aaron.garcia@dfw.wa.gov 

– Yakima office  509-575-2740 

• Fill out the volunteer portion of the survey 
with your contact information 

• Questions or suggestions see me at the break 
out session 

 

 

Success Factors 

• Setting expectations  

• Community ownership 

• Operations, maintenance, and enforcement 

– Range rules 

– Enforcement 

– Volunteers 

– Sponsors 

 

 

mailto:aaron.garcia@dfw.wa.gov
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Information & Feedback Stations 

– Project alternatives (2) 

– Volunteer opportunities 

– Range rules 

THANK YOU! 
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