
Tucannon Lakes and Floodplain Reconfiguration
W.T. Wooten Wildlife Area Floodplain Management Plan

Why restore floodplains? 
• Reduce the severity of floods by allowing floodwaters to spread out and slow down 
• Filter nutrients and pollutants
• Improve stream channel functions and fish habitat
• Recharge groundwater by infiltration
• Improve flow and moderate water temperatures
• Enhance riparian vegetation and wetlands

Campgrounds 6 and 9 Relocations 2014

What are the plan components?
1. Enhance the Tucannon lakes to create more fishing opportunity and a more enjoyable experience
2. Improve habitat conditions for Endangered Species Act listed salmonids
3. Maintaining or building public support for management of the Wildlife Area
4. Relocate 2 campgrounds out of the floodplain and allow for the Tucannon River to reconnect with the 

historic floodplain and reduce human damage to riparian vegetation
5. Roads, Bridges, Culverts – look at possibly relocating portions of the road away from the Tucannon River

Enhance Tucannon Lakes for improved fishing experience, 
floodplain function and public safety
Key Facts
• Constructed between 1953 and 1955
• Popular fishing lakes
• All but 2 of the lakes constrict floodplain
• Six of the eight lakes are in violation of state Dam Safety regulations
• Lakes retain sediment and are losing carrying capacity for trout fishery

Progress being made
Right after 2005 fire

Four years later

Restoring wood to the system
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How can you stay informed and provide input? 
Additional information can be accessed at http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/wildlife_areas/wt_wooten/.  New 
information will also be posted to this site as it becomes available.  For questions or to provide comments, 
please contact Kari Dingman, Assistant Wildlife Area Manager, at 509-843-1530 or Kari.dingman@dfw.wa.gov.
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