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Introduction 
The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) hosted two public open houses on April 7, 2015, to 
discuss floodplain management and recreational improvement activities proposed for several of the lakes1 
(Tucannon Lakes) within the W.T. Wooten Wildlife Area (Columbia County).  The open houses were held in the 
cities of Richland and Dayton, Washington, and provided opportunity for the public to learn about planned 
improvements at the lakes on the Wooten Wildlife Area and provide comments.   

The open houses were attended by a total of 20 individuals.  A summary of information presented and public 
comments are provided in this meeting summary. 

Summary of Information Presented 
In 2012, WDFW identified several actions in the W.T. Wooten Floodplain Management Plan (FMP) to improve 
ecological functions and recreation opportunities, and address facility deficiencies at the Tucannon Lakes.  The 
FMP was then updated in 2014 based on public input and technical input from WDFW staff.  The actions identified 
in the FMP were developed at the conceptual level and require further feasibility analysis and design development.   

A conceptual description of the proposed improvements and floodplain reconfiguration at the Tucannon Lakes was 
presented by WDFW at the public open houses to solicit feedback from public for consideration during the analysis 
and design development of the FMP actions.   

The information presented is summarized below: 

• Recreational Opportunities – The Tucannon Lakes provide ample recreational opportunities and include 
eight man-made lakes, which are stocked with hatchery-raised rainbow trout.  There are 11 WDFW 
campgrounds with amenities, including vault toilets, picnic tables, and fire rings.  Additional outdoor 
recreation opportunities within the wildlife area include fishing, wildlife viewing, bird watching, hunting, 
and hiking, although there are currently no designated hiking trails in the wildlife area. 

• Tucannon Lakes and Floodplain Reconfiguration – The FMP actions include enhancing the 
Tucannon Lakes to create more fishing opportunities, improving Endangered Species Act (ESA)-listed 
salmonid habitat, maintaining public support, reconnecting the Tucannon River floodplain by relocating 
two campgrounds (completed), and relocating portions of roads away from the Tucannon River.  
Additional actions would address state Dam Safety Regulation violations and reduce sediment 
management needs. 

1 Rainbow Lake, Deer Lake, Beaver-Watson Lake, Big 4 Lake (closure and removal), and Spring Lake 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Page 1 

                                                 



• Restoration – Habitat enhancement actions could include increasing large wood within the 
Tucannon River to provide fish habitat and enhance stream function. 

Summary of Public Comments 
General Comments: 

• The Tucannon Lakes area is a great asset for fishing, recreation, and clean water management.  The 
present conditions show its years. 

• Funding will be an issue. WDFW should explore the following means to secure additional funding: 
o Adding trout to the salmon/steelhead license should be looked at to increase project funding. 
o Adding charge for WDFW discovery permit. 
o Accessing wind farm funds. 

• Include natural vegetation around the lakes to enhance the outdoor experience. 
• Funding will be needed to maintain aquatic vegetation. 

 

Public Access and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Access: 

• Safe public access is important to include with the improved lake designs. 
• Watson-Beaver Lake has some ADA access issues. 
• Maintain limited access, especially at Deer Lake, which is currently designated as a walk-in only lake (mixed 

feedback on how much). 
• Provide ADA access to all lakes. 

 

Recreation Considerations: 

• Float tubes and fly fishing can be conflicting. 
• Consider plans for trash management. 
• Designate camping areas.  
• Designate trails similar to what the U.S. Forest Service has done. 
• There is a lot of general interest in hiking opportunities.  WDFW should identify hiking opportunities in the 

Wooten Wildlife Area and include this information as a handout available at the Last Resort and on the 
WDFW website.  

 

Hatchery: 

• Improve hatchery operations and the number of fish available to catch. 
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Fishing: 

• Fly fishing: 
o Make a firm commitment to designate a fly fishing-only lake. 
o Consider designating the fly fishing-only lake for catch and release only for trophy fish. 
o Allowing non-motorized floating devices (float tube or belly boat fishing) on the fly fishing-only 

lake would allow better riparian rehabilitation up to the lake surface. 
o Coordinate the closure of Big 4 Lake with the opening of the new fly-fishing lake. 

• Big 4 Lake: 
o The recreational experience has been improved with the bridge removal, and there is less trash in 

the area. 
o Consider expedited closure and removal of Big 4 Lake with a replacement fly-fishing lake. 

• Involve and utilize feedback from fly fishers on fly fishing-only lake design. 
• Consider extending the fishing season later into the summer, and also consider catch and release with fry-

planted fishing opportunities. 
• Deer and Watson-Beaver lakes were identified as favorable for fly-fishing opportunities. 
• Spit designs or linear structures within lake are preferred over docks. 

 

Construction: 

• Construct projects in stages to keep some lakes open during the improvements. 
• Will lake improvements construction be conducted in-house or bid out? 
• What will happen to grading material? 

 

Additionally, the following written comments were provided by meeting attendees: 

Comments:  

Please don't drop fly fishing only lake.  

Please utilize fly fishermen input on lake design.  

Please coordinate the end of Big Four with the beginning of a new fly fishing lake.  

Thank you very much, Mike.  

Name:  

Michael H. Baldwin 
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Comments:  

Glad we came, very good information.  

We feel it is important that all improved lakes have good and safe public access.  

Name:  

Jason and Cheri Jawery 

 

Comments:  

This is a great project; well planned.  This area is a great asset to both fishing, recreation, and clean 
water management.  The present condition shows its years.  

Funding will be an issue.  Adding trout to the salmon/steelhead license should be looked at to add to the 
$.  Add charge for DFW vehicle permit with license.  Pull some "wind farm" dollars also.  

Name:  

Raymond Williams 

 

Comments:  

Please consider designating one of the rehabbed lakes as (fly fishing only – catch & release – Trophy 
Fish). 

Allowing non-motorized floating devices on the fly-fishing only lake would allow better riparian rehab 
right up to lake edge.  

Name:  

Ron Reed 
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