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Purpose: To provide updates on implementation of the W.T. Wooten Wildlife Area Floodplain 
Management Plan (FMP). 

Plan Overview: The W.T. Wooten Wildlife Area FMP was developed as a cross-program effort to 
improve conditions within the Tucannon River floodplain.  The goals in the FMP are consistent with the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (WDFW’s) mission and 2011 to 2017 Strategic Plan.  They 
will complement ongoing habitat restoration efforts to recover spring Chinook salmon and other 
Endangered Species Act-listed fish species within the Tucannon River Basin.  The FMP focuses on 
improving the Tucannon lakes, restoring and enhancing habitat in the floodplain (including large wood 
projects), burying the powerline between the Tucannon Fish Hatchery and Camp Wooten, and 
relocating campgrounds out of the floodplain (the last of which has already been completed).  Public 
outreach is also an important component of implementing the FMP. 
 

PROGRAM UPDATES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Semi-annual Public Meetings: WDFW will host public meetings at least twice per year to provide 
progress updates on implementation actions.  The first 2016 meetings were held in April.  The next 
meetings are scheduled from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. on: 

October 24, 2016 
City of Richland Community Center 
500 Amon Park Road North 
Richland, WA 99352 

October 25, 2016 
Columbia County Fairgrounds Youth Building 
102 Fairgrounds Lane 
Dayton, WA 99328 

Project Website: Check out the W.T. Wooten Wildlife Area website: 
http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/wildlife_areas/wt_wooten/ 

Program Contact for Additional Information: Kari Dingman, WDFW Assistant Wildlife Area Manager, 
509-843-1530, Kari.dingman@dfw.wa.gov 

Public Involvement: WDFW hosted a booth at the Columbia County Fair in Dayton from September 9 
through 11.  Approximately a dozen people visited the booth to learn more about the Tucannon 
Lakes Projects and the W.T. Wooten Wildlife Area FMP. 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/wildlife_areas/wt_wooten/
mailto:Kari.dingman@dfw.wa.gov
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STATE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT REVIEW 
WDFW completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) Checklist for the W.T. Wooten Wildlife Area 
FMP implementation and issued a Determination of Non-Significance on September 16, 2016.  The 
public comment period ended on September 30, 2016.  SEPA documents are available for review on the 
project website.  Project permitting is underway and expected to be completed by spring 2017. 

RAINBOW LAKE ENHANCEMENT AND REHABILITATION PROJECT   
In June 2015, WDFW 
completed a draft Pre-Design 
Report for the reconfiguration 
of Rainbow Lake.  The 
Pre-Design Report provided 
refined design alternatives and 
built on the conceptual-level 
designs included in the FMP.  
The lake improvements are 
proposed to improve fish and 
wildlife habitat, water quality, 
storage capacity, and access 
for anglers.  The proposed improvements will also improve dam safety and reduce seepage. 

The following projects were completed in the spring and summer of 2016: 

Geotechnical Investigation: During the spring/summer of 2016, a geotechnical evaluation was 
completed for areas along the existing dam and areas where portions of the lake dam will be 
relocated.  Slope stability, seepage, settlement, and seismic analyses were completed.  A 
Geotechnical Engineering Report is currently being prepared and will be completed later in 2016. 

Hydrology and Hydraulics Analysis: Although the existing diversion and supply from the 
Tucannon River to Rainbow Lake will be maintained, the changes to the lake will also allow additional 
runoff to be captured by the lake from drainage areas to the north and east.  In the spring/summer of 
2016, a hydrology and hydraulics analysis of the Rainbow Lake drainage area was completed.  The 
analysis examined the effects of short-, medium- and long-duration storm events on the watershed 
and inflows to Rainbow Lake.  The results of these analyses will be used to determine the constraints 
for the emergency spillway, intake conduit, and drawdown conduit for the new dam.  A Hydrology 
and Hydraulics Report is currently being prepared and will be complete in Fall 2016. 

Wetland Delineation Survey: A wetland delineation survey was conducted in May 2016.  The survey 
documented 11 wetlands within the Rainbow Lake project area.   
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Rainbow Lake Design: Work is currently being completed on the 60 percent design for the Rainbow 
Lake Enhancement and Rehabilitation Project, as depicted in Figure 1.  In 2016, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service contributed $250,000 for Rainbow Lake improvements.   

 

Figure 1: Conceptual drawing for Rainbow Lake and improved campground area 
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HABITAT ENHANCEMENT 

Tucannon River Large Wood Restoration Projects 

Two large wood projects are planned for construction on the Tucannon River in 2017—one on the 
Hartsock Unit and the other from the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Tucannon Campground to Big 4 Lake.  
The Hartsock Project will use a combination of helicopter- and ground-based heavy equipment, and 
the USFS Tucannon Campground to Big 4 Lake project area will use helicopter-based heavy 
equipment for log placement. 

CAMPGROUNDS 

Campground 3 

WDFW has applied for funding from the 
Washington State Recreation and 
Conservation Office for upgrades to 
Campground 3.  The proposed upgrades 
include reconfiguring the location of 
campsites and installing new vault toilet 
facilities and fire rings (see Figure 2).  
These upgrades are contingent of receipt 
of funding and will not begin until funding 
has been approved.  The final funding 
decision is expected in July 2017. 

 

OTHER PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS 
Additional improvements are planned for Spring, Beaver, and Watson lakes and other areas in the 
W.T. Wooten Wildlife Area, as outlined in the FMP and based upon receipt of additional future 
funding from the Washington State Legislature.  

 

Figure 2: Conceptual Campground 3 upgrades 
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