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Introduction 
The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) hosted two public open houses on April 20 and 21, 
2016, to provide implementation updates on the W.T. Wooten Floodplain Management Plan (FMP), which includes 
floodplain management and recreational improvement projects for several of the lakes1 (Tucannon Lakes) within 
the W.T. Wooten Wildlife Area (Columbia County).  The open houses were held in the cities of Richland and 
Dayton, Washington, and were attended by 20 members of the public, all from the fly-fishing community.  A 
summary of information presented and public comments are provided in this meeting summary. 

Summary of Information Presented 
In 2012, WDFW identified several actions in the FMP to improve ecological functions and recreation opportunities 
and address facility deficiencies at the Tucannon Lakes.  The FMP was then updated in 2014 based on public input 
and technical input from WDFW staff.  The actions identified in the FMP were developed at the conceptual level 
and required further feasibility analysis and design development.   

WDFW received $2 million in funding for continued implementation of the FMP for the 2015 to 2017 biennium.  
Project updates were presented at the open houses along with descriptions of FMP activities completed in 2015, as 
well as conceptual design updates of the proposed improvements to Rainbow Lake, which included an overview of 
the technical investigations currently underway.  Updates on other Tucannon Lakes improvement and floodplain 
management projects were also presented.   

Feedback from the public was solicited for consideration during the design development of the FMP actions.  The 
presentation is available on the following project website: 
http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/wildlife_areas/wt_wooten/floodplain_managment.php. 

The information presented is summarized as follows: 

• Rainbow Lake Conceptual Design: The conceptual design for Rainbow Lake includes dredging and 
removing sediment, increasing lake depth and volume, increasing stocking capacity and angler access, 
improving and expanding day-use and campsite facilities, and expanding the footprint to the south.  
These improvements would reduce water temperatures, improve water quality, and improve 
recreational experience.  Final site design is proposed to be completed by January 2017, and 
construction of initial actions is set to begin in May 2017. 

• Rainbow Lake Technical Investigations: Technical site investigations are currently underway at 
Rainbow Lake and include site survey, geotechnical investigation, and hydrological investigation plans. 

                                                 
1 Rainbow, Deer, Beaver and Watson, Big 4 (closure and removal), and Spring lakes 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/wildlife_areas/wt_wooten/floodplain_managment.php
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o The Site Survey Plan will include capturing current lake elevations to provide the basis for design 
development and evaluation of potential dredge volumes and establish the coordinate system. 

o The Geotechnical Investigation Plan will include conducting soil borings and test pits to assess 
current berm and subsurface conditions within the new lake footprint. 

o The Hydrological Investigation Plan will include analysis of watersheds contributing surface 
water to the lake to evaluate the potential runoff flow rates for spillway design. 

• Other Tucannon Lakes Improvements: Progress on other Tucannon Lakes includes geotechnical and 
hydrological investigation plans on Spring, Beaver and Watson, and Deer lakes. 

• River Restoration: Two large wood projects are planned for 2016.  Tucannon River at Harstock Unit 
involves helicopter- and ground-based placement of large woody (LW) structures.  Tucannon River from 
Camp Wooten (bridge) to Big 4 Lake includes helicopter-based heavy equipment placement of 
LW structures 

• Permitting: Permitting activities in the next year include creating a permit strategy, preparing permitting 
documentation for Rainbow Lake improvements, conducting programmatic State Environmental Policy 
Act review (Fall 2016), preparing submittals to local, state, and federal permitting agencies 
(December 2016), and receiving permits for Rainbow Lake improvements in time for the 2017 
construction schedule (Spring 2017). 

Summary of Public Comments and Questions 
General Comments 

• Interest was expressed in volunteer opportunities to assist with project actions.  
• Information on the sequence of future actions was requested.  

Rainbow Lake 

• Where will Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) access be provided at Rainbow Lake (dock of jetty)?  
o The new fishing dock will be designed to provide ADA access. 

• Consider local groups for performance of dock installation and maintenance.  
• How will the length of available shoreline for fishing opportunity change with the Rainbow Lake 

improvements (e.g., to what extent will it be increased and by how much?)?  

Tucannon Hatchery 

• Are other fish species besides trout (i.e., salmon or steelhead) released from the Tucannon Hatchery?   
o The Tucannon Hatchery propagates and releases steelhead and Chinook salmon, in addition to 

rainbow trout, which are also propagated at the hatchery for lake stocking for recreational 
fishing. 
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• How will water availability to the Tucannon Hatchery be managed during project construction of 
Rainbow Lake improvements? 

o Construction activities will be conducted during a time period where less than the full water 
allocation is needed.  It is expected that the infiltration system will be able to keep up with the 
hatchery needs during construction. As a backup measure, permitting will likely include 
temporary pumping activities from the river as necessary.  

Fishing and Other Recreation Considerations Discussed 

• Big 4 Lake is used most often from March to May.  
• Some of the new campgrounds located outside of the floodplain are difficult to access.   
• Will Deer Lake replace Big 4 Lake as the fly-fishing-only lake? 

o The decision as to what lake will become fly-fishing only has not been made.  Deer Lake is 
certainly a candidate.  If folks have opinions or preferences, please visit the project website and 
provide formal comments.  

• Is Beaver Lake stocked with fish?  
o Beaver Lake has not been stocked and likely will not be stocked until after it is reconfigured. 

Design and Construction 

• There is a big cost associated with excavating and dredging lakes due to sediment buildup.  How are 
reconfiguration designs addressing the sedimentation issue? 

o A sediment settling system will be installed upstream of the lake to route materials during turbid 
conditions.  This system will trap much of the current sediment load that is currently entering the 
lake.  

• How will Tucannon River water temperature be affected if water from springs are captured at Beaver 
and Watson lakes, thus preventing the creeks from entering the river? 

o This is uncertain, but will be a consideration during the design process for those lakes. 
• What is planned for Deer, Big 4, and Blue lakes?   

o The current planning for these lakes is included in the FMP, which is available on the project 
website.  No changes have been made to date for plans at those lakes. 
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