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March 8 2013
Re: SEPA# 13005: Water Crossing Design Guidelines
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments:

1. Thank you for the changes that have been made that address some of our concerns. Although
the guidelines are better, we are still concerned over the potential impact the guidance will
have on the proper design and construction of water crossings.

2. The guidance is not based on Best Available Science. We recommend that the Department use
something similar to the platform used by the Washington State Department of Ecology for their
wetland guidance, i.e., a synthesis of science with guidance based on that.

3. We are concerned that counties will be faced with requirements from other state agencies and
federal agencies over design requirements that have been determined provide adequate
protection, but may not be consistent with DFW’s guidelines. We would like a statement that
DFW'’s guidelines cannot make additional requirements beyond those in design requirements
from other state and federal agencies.

4. Proper training is important for consistent and appropriate application of the design guidelines.
Thank you for including county personnel in the initial training. With constant turnover of
personnel, it is important to provide training on a regular basis.

5. Without a doubt, there will be instances of disagreement over the application of design
guidelines. DFW should institutionalize a process whereby issues over engineering design
requirements can be brought forward for resolution without the need for appeals.

6. As was previously stated in a letter to the Department from the Washington State Association of
Counties (WSAC), the methods described in the guidelines will likely increase project costs
substantially. DFW should perform an project cost impact analysis prior final adoption of the
guidelines.

Sincerely,
ooy T

Gary Rowe, P.E., Managing Director
Washington State Association of County Engineers (WSACE)

Cc: Eric Johnson, Executive Director, WSAC
Todd O’Brien, President, WSACE



