
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDENDUM # 13-061 TO DETERMINATION OF NONSIGNIFICANCE #13-039 

DATED: April 29, 2013 

 

Name of DNS: DNS 13-039 MIDDLE CRAB CREEK RESTORATION, WETLAND 

ENHANCEMENT, FISHING ACCESS 

 

  

Description of DNS:  
 

Project elements include:   

 

1. Stabilizing the banks of middle Crab Creek and planting riparian vegetation.  

 

Description: This phase of the project includes the stabilization of up to 15 miles of stream bank 

by utilizing a “naturalized” engineered design that incorporates native, riparian vegetation 

(Appendix A; Figures 4-10). This enhancement is expected to reduce bank erosion, provide 

transitional habitat for wildlife, cover for fish, and increase aesthetic value.  
 

2. Constructing berms and swales to create/control wetlands for habitat.  

 

Description: This phase of the project includes the construction of several berms and swales to 

control some of the approximate 900 acres of new wetlands that will be created from delivering 

feed water down middle Crab Creek to the Potholes Reservoir. Berms, swales, and water control 

structures will be used to create “habitat management” cells (Figure 2) to provide enhanced 

habitat opportunities for Northern leopard frogs, waterfowl, and recreation. This activity will be 

completed prior to the delivery of feed water down middle Crab Creek and mostly above the 

Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM).  

 

3. Constructing a fish barrier and developing an ADA public access site for to provide 

recreational fishing opportunities.  

 

Description: This phase of the project includes the construction of a fish barrier to prevent carp 

coming out of Brook Lake from entering middle Crab Creek, as well as prevent stocked trout 

from moving out of middle Crab Creek into Brook Lake. This phase also includes enhancing an 

existing gravel road and providing American Disabilities Act (ADA) public access with ADA 

accessible amenities (e.g. vault toilet). The Recreation Facility Design Guidelines (Reclamation, 

2002) will be used to assure all amenities and access sites are designed and constructed to 

comply with local, state, and federal ADA laws. In addition, a fish barrier will be designed to 

provide an ADA complaint fishing platform. 

 

Background Information: 

 

 

State of Washington 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
Mailing Address:  600 Capitol Way N - Olympia, Washington 98501-1091 - (360) 902-2200, TDD (360) 902-2207 

Main Office location: Natural Resources Building - 1111 Washington Street SE - Olympia, WA 



 

 On May 14th, 2009, the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), in cooperation with the 

Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) through the Office of Columbia River (OCR), 

submitted a Final Environmental Assessment (EA), State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 

checklist and a Mitigated Determination of No significance (MDNS) for the Potholes Reservoir 

Supplemental Feed Route Project – Phase 2 – Middle Crab Creek (Feed Route). The purpose of 

the Feed Route project is to improve the reliability of the supply of feed water to Potholes 

Reservoir to deliver irrigation water to the southern portion of the Columbia Basin Project 

(CBP). Elements of the Feed Route project several environmental enhancement opportunities 

and a recreational trout fishery. WDFW is now pursuing, in partnership with OCR and 

Reclamation, final design and construction of the habitat enhancement projects identified in the 

2009 MDNS.  

 

The amount of feed water delivered from Billy Clapp Lake to the Potholes Reservoir via middle 

Crab Creek will range from 100 cfs annually during the non-irrigation season to up to 650 cfs 

during the irrigation season (in high precipitation years). However, 500 cfs will likely be the 

maximum amount of water running down middle Crab Creek during the irrigation season. This 

SEPA checklist and DNS addresses the details of construction and management of the habitat 

enhancements and the recreational trout fishery identified in the 2009 Final EA and include:   

 

erosion, avoid water quality impacts, and provide transitional habitat for wildlife;  

e enhanced habitat 

for wildlife with a focus on Northern leopard frogs and waterfowl;  

abutments, and repairing the existing berms;  

arrier above Adrian Road to block carp movement downstream, block 

trout movement upstream, and to provide recreational fishing opportunities and public access; 

and  

ater 

levels for waterfowl habitat and public access.  

 

Proponent/Applicant:   
Charity N. Davidson, Office of Columbia River Conservation Planner  

Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife  

303 S. Mission Street, Suite 200  

Wenatchee, WA 98801  

509-662-0507 or 509-754-4624 ext. 225 

Charity.Davidson@dfw.wa.gov 

 

Location of DNS:   WDFW Gloyd Seeps Wildlife Area, Washington, Grant County; Sections 8, 

9, 10, 15 and 23 Township 20 North, Range 28 East WM. 

 
 

Lead Agency:  Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 

 

WDFW is providing updated information on this project that may be of interest to other 

agencies or the public.  The updated information provided below does not substantially 

change the analysis of significant impacts in the existing environmental checklist.   

 

The original environmental checklist dated April 29, 2013, should be modified to reflect the 

following change: 

mailto:Charity.Davidson@dfw.wa.gov


 

Additional work to be done: 

 

1. Improving a linear distance of approximately 300-400 yards within the middle Crab 

Creek channel prior to feed water being delivered from Billy Clapp Lake to Potholes 

Reservoir to avoid flooding the adjacent railroad and the future fish barrier/fishing 

platform due to creek elevation inconsistencies; and  

 

2. Placing large river cobble (middle Crab Creek parent material) to armor the base of 

the west bank of the creek for stabilization and utilize finer sediments (sand) for 

construction of the base of the fish barrier/fishing pier.  

 

Based on the original environmental checklist and the updated information provided in 

this addendum, we have determined that a new threshold determination is not warranted.  

There is no comment period associated with this SEPA environmental checklist addendum. 

 

Responsible Official: Bob Zeigler         

 

Position/Title:  SEPA/NEPA Coordinator, Protection Division 

 

Address:  600 Capitol Way North, Olympia, WA 98501 

 

If you have questions about this action, please contact:  

 

Bob Zeigler  Phone: (360) 902-2578   email: SEPAdesk2@dfw.wa.gov 

 

DATE OF ISSUE:  August 26, 2013 SIGNATURE:                                                                               
 

 

SEPA Log Number: 13-061 ADDdns   
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