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September 4, 2013 
 
 
 
Bob Zeigler, SEPA/NEPA Coordinator 
WA State Department of Fish & Wildlife 
Regulatory Services Section 
600 Capitol Way North 
Olympia, WA  98501-1091 
 
Dear Mr. Zeigler: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the determination of nonsignificance for the 
Cathlamet Channel Salon Rearing Net Pens project located at the City Dock, at the end of 
Broadway Street in Cathlamet as proposed by Cindy LeFleur, WA State Department of Fish & 
Wildlife (WDFW).  The Department of Ecology (Ecology) reviewed the environmental checklist 
and has the following comment(s): 

 
NORTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE 
WATER QUALITY:  Lori LeVander (425) 649-7039 
 

• It appears the pens will contain fish October through April.  The document states that 
net pen installation and removal would take place in or near Oct and April.  Ecology 
wants to make clear that net cleaning cannot take place over the water.  The Ecology 
permitted net pens are allowed to lift and dry the nets over the water but must take 
them to an upland site for pressure washing and cleaning, to avoid discharging all the 
collected debris to surface waters. 

 
• WDFW cites the current requirements for pen coverage under a NPDES permit 

(5,000 pounds of feed in the max month or 20,000 pounds of production in any 
calendar year).  Ecology reserves the right to permit facilities that fall under these 
thresholds on a case-by-case basis IF Ecology determines they could be a significant 
contributor of pollution to waters of the state. 

 
• Ecology would like the proponent to follow best management practices listed in the 

Upland Fin-fish Hatching and Rearing General Permit even if they are not required 
obtain the permit.  This includes chemical usage and petroleum and chemical storage 
practices. 

 
Ecology’s comments are based upon information provided by the lead agency.  As such, they 
may not constitute an exhaustive list of the various authorizations that must be obtained or legal 
requirements that must be fulfilled in order to carry out the proposed action. 
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If you have any questions or would like to respond to these comments, please contact the 
appropriate reviewing staff listed above. 
 
Department of Ecology 
Southwest Regional Office 
 
(SM:13-4201) 
 
cc: Lori LeVander, NWRO/WQ 

Cindy LeFleur, WDFW (Applicant) 


