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Good Morning Gwen,

Thank you for taking the time to review the SEPA for the proposed fish screening project on
Coleman Creek in Kittitas County. | will attempt to address your comments below but please feel
free to contact me if you have additional questions or concerns about the project.

The water right associated with this diversion is actually Ellensburg Water Company water that is
delivered through Coleman Creek. It is my understanding that because this is not a Coleman Creek
water right, the change application is not necessary. The Kittitas County Conservation District
(KCCD) has gone through the change application process with Ecology and the Water Conservancy
Board in the past, so if indeed that is a necessary step, we can begin that process. We will assume it
is not necessary for Canal deliveries via the creek unless we hear otherwise from you.

We are all in agreement that protection of water quality during this construction project is critical to
its success. Coleman Creek supports salmon, steelhead, and resident fishes that warrant
protection. The KCCD is experienced in construction project management and this is a Yakima
Tributary Access and Habitat Program project that will have numerous agencies onsite during
construction to help ensure BMPs are in place to minimize impacts to fish life and water quality.
The equipment and material staging area will be at least 100 feet away from the stream bank, work
will occur during low flow conditions, experienced contractors will be selected who have done
instream work before, work area isolation and dewatering will follow the guidelines set in Bonneville
Power Administration’s HIP Il Biological Opinions with USFWS and NOAA Fisheries to conduct the
work, and a WDFW biologist will be onsite during worksite isolation and rewatering. Short term and
long term erosion control measures will include seeding, mulch, erosion control fabric, and native
vegetation plantings along the disturbed banks.

Thank you again for your comments and please let me know if they’ve been adequately addressed.
Jen

Jennifer Nelson

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Habitat Program

201 North Pearl Street

Ellensburg, WA 98926

(509) 961-6639
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

15 W Yakima Ave, Ste 200 ¢ Yakima, WA 98902-3452 » (509) 575-2490

March 18, 2015

Lisa Wood

SEPA\NEPA Coordinator

WDFW Regulatory Services Section
600 Capital Way North

Olympia, WA 98501-1091

Re: DNS 15-016
Dear Ms. Wood:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the determination of nonsignificance for
the Coleman Creek Fish Screen, proposed by Kittitas County Conservation District. We
have reviewed the documents and have the following comments,

WATER RESOURCES

In Washington State, prospective water users must obtain authorization from the
Department of Ecology before changes are made to a water right. The proponent should
submit a change application to Ecology or the Kittitas County Conservancy Board to
change the current authorized point of diversion. The conservancy board will process the
application quicker than Ecology. Another option to expedite permit processing through
Ecology is cost reimbursement. Please contact Ecology if you have questions about
changing valid existing water rights.

If you have any questions or would like to respond to these Water Resources comments,
please contact Jacquelyn Metcalfe at (509) 457-7148 or email at
jacquelyn.metcalfe(@ecy.wa.gov .

WATER QUALITY

Erosion control measures must be in place prior to any clearing, grading, or construction.
These control measures must be effective to prevent soil from being carried by
stormwater runoff into stormwater drains that may discharged directly to surface water.
Sand, silt, and soil will damage aquatic habitat and are considered pollutants.
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If you have any questions concerning the Water Quality comments, please contact Mark
Peterschmidt at (509) 454-7843 or email at mark.peterschmidt(@ecy.wa.gov .

Sincerely,

/&é*%/‘/t, & ’( d /L"/

Gwen Clear

Environmental Review Coordinator
Central Regional Office

(509) 575-2012
crosepacoordinator@ecy.wa.gov
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