STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF FISH & WILDLIFE
HABITAT PROGRAM
Salmonid Screening, Habitat Enhancement &
Restoration Division (SSHEAR)

OFF-CHANNEL SITE INVENTORY DATA

General Information:

Region: North Coast Observer(s): Powell
River System: Sol Duc River Date: 3/29/96

Site Identifier: S-L3-01 WRIA: 20.0306A
River Mile Location: 19.7 mi RB/LB: LB

Local Name: Ripple Creek Trib. to: 20.0096
Legal Description: NE'2 Sec28 T29N R13W County: Clallam

Habitat Type: Terrace tributary

Landowner: () Federal () State () County () Other Government () Private
- Unknown but possibly Bloedel Timberlands

Directions to site: Head north from Forks on HWY 101 for about 2.1 miles (mp 194) to
Whitcomb-Dimmel Road. Turn right on this road and follow for 0.9 mi to Flemarski Road. Take a
right on the road, stay to the left and follow into an open flat (~0.1 mi). Park in the flat and follow
by foot (presently, grade is blocked) the grade in the north direction. The grade intercepts S-L3-01
at about 1.0 mile.

Site Overview: This channel offers optimum spawning opportunity for coho and steelhead. It has
a wide, deep channel in its lower end which can be affected by over bank flows from the river
during high water events. There is steep canyon walls in the mid reach of this system with two
rock slabs in the channel; these are barriers to anadromous fish. There appears to be additional
quality habitat above the barriers. Rearing opportunity may be improved by connecting this
channel with an adjoining wetland.

Habitat Information:
Water source:
- Springs, surface runoff, and high gradient tributaries.

Intermittent/year-around:
- Year-around

Estimated flows (cfs): 2 - 3+

Water temperatures: 5.5°C

Adjacent stream temperature: 6°C (20.0096)

Other water observations:

Site area measurements: () Indirect (X) Direct () Combination
Width: Channel- 1.5-4.5m

Depth: Channel-7.5cm -1 m
Total length surveyed: 1825 m (1320 m accessible)




Total existing habitat area (est.): 3100 m2 (accessible)
Spawning area: 2000 m2
Impounded area: 0 m2
Other rearing area: 1100 m?

Spawning habitat conditions: () None () Poor () Fair (X) Good () Excellent

Describe spawning habitat:

- Optimum spawning opportunities in lower to mid channel for coho and steelhead.
- There is additional spawning area above blockages

Rearing habitat conditions: () None () Poor () Fair (X) Good () Excellent

Describe pond and other rearing habitat:
- Unaccessible upper end would likely contain good rearing area.
- The accessible channel offers little refuge during high water since this system would
experience some high flows due to steep gradient tributaries.
- This channel is deep and wide in its lower end; it would offer good summer rearing.
- There is cover of some large woody debris, brush, and a canopy of a mature mix forest
that is flagged for cutting.

Unaccessible habitat:
- Midway, the channel flows through a canyon that contains two rock slabs, each having ~
3 m fall.
- Above this point, channel gradient levels out and offers additional spawning and rearing
opportunites.
- At ~850 m, there is a large wetland ~50 m north of the channel. This wetland is not
accessible but would offer prime overwintering habitat if it was.
-This wetland is ~200 m long, sourcing from springs and runoff from adjacent wall. it is a
farge pooled area in an alder bottom with cover of sedges, large organic debris, and water
parsley.

Wetland information: () Bog () Marsh () Scrub-shrub Wetland () Forested Wetland
-The upper end of this channel (not surveyed) may be a forested wetland.

Flooding potential: () Low (X) Medium () High
- Lower end may be affected during high water - over bank overflow and backwater.

Fish Information:
Site entry condition to : () Poor (X) Fair () Good
- Open egress into a bend in the river. Presently, the water moves swiftly at this point.

Coho access and use: Juvenile- () Unknown () None () Poor () Fair (X) Good
Adult- () Unknown () None () Poor () Fair (X) Good
- Coho fry were observed throughout the lower channel to the canyon.

Other species access and use: () Chum () Pink () Sockeye () Res. trout () Trout
- This channel would offer spawning for steelhead.
- It is likely that resident trout utilize this system.

Habitat Improvements:
Enhancement opportunities:

- Tie in the unaccessible wetland since this channel offers limited high flow refuge.

Additional Comments:
- The surveyed area has been flagged for cutting.
- There is a grade that is being improved which leads to the area across from the wetland.
- There are two, old stringer bridge failings across the channel which are not a problem.

DOC: S-L3-01




Attachments Available:
Contact respective SSHEAR habitat biologist for the foliowing checked items:

(X) Aerials (X) Sketch (X) Maps () Culvert Report
() Other references () Spawning surveys () Juvenile trapping ( ) Fishway Report

DATE: 8-20-96 OBSERVER: Powell

There was 1 - 1.5 cfs flow and a temperature of 12.5° C in the section where the channel turns east -
west. Numerous 0+ coho and trout fry were observed. The wetland to the north of the east - west bend,
was dry. This summer has been drier than normal.

DOC: S-L3-01
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