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 Conservation Regulations 
 
 

#1. Six-gill Shark Protection 

PROPOSAL: Close Marine Areas 5-13 to the retention of six-gill sharks. 

 

EXPLANATION: The populations of six-gill sharks in Puget Sound appear to be small and localized.  Recently, recreational fisheries have 

developed and appear to have significantly reduced at least one of these small populations.  This shark is slow-growing and has a low 

reproductive rate and requires protection to survive. 

 

TESTIMONY: 

Agree 
 
OK 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 

 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 

 
 

#2. Daily Limit for Rockfish in Areas 1-4 

PROPOSAL: Reduce the daily limit for yelloweye and canary rockfish to one of each (current limit is 2 of each) within the aggregate daily limit 

of 10 rockfish. 

 

EXPLANATION: Populations of both canary and yelloweye rockfish in coastal areas have 

declined greatly in recent years.  The Pacific Fishery Management Council has 
reduced the limit to 2 fish of either species.  Because so little is known about these two 
species, WDFW feels that an even more conservative action is warranted. This 
proposal would reduce the limit to one fish of each species for fish landed in 
Washington. 
 
TESTIMONY: 

Agree 

 

Yelloweye and canary rockfish die when they are brought to the surface.  They are often intermingled with other species that are more 

abundant.  Since the daily limit is 10 rockfish, the existing and the proposed rules will only cause increased discard of dead yelloweye and 

canary rockfish as anglers seek to fill out their daily limit of 10 fish.  A more practical approach would be to reduce the overall daily limit for 

rockfish.  Considering the PFMC’s record for managing these species, we might not want to “mirror” their actions. 
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This proposal would insure the wastage of many of these fish as they will be dead when they are brought to the surface. 

 

Sport fishers are being unfairly penalized for the reduction in bottomfish stocks brought about by commercial bottom trawlers.  The 

proposed reduction to one canary and one yelloweye rockfish will, in many areas, virtually eliminate the bottom sport fishery. Last year’s 

cutback was severe, and was understood to be a trial reduction.  There hasn’t been time to evaluate it yet.  Since sport fishers can’t 

discriminate between rockfish species, many unwanted fish will die when they are brought to the surface.  It’s also hard to tell canary and 

yelloweye rockfish apart.  Consider a limit of 4 yelloweye and canary in the aggregate within the total limit of 10 rockfish.  If this is not 

acceptable try 2 yelloweye and canary in the aggregate. 

 

OK 

 

Limit is mis-represented in proposal package.  It is currently two canary and yelloweye total, not two of each.  (2) Currently we use two 

hooks for bottomfish, so we should be allowed to have two of one species.  Otherwise wastage will occur. 

 
MODIFICATION: Change the daily limit to a total of two canary and yelloweye rockfish 
within the aggregate daily limit of 10. This will match the federal regulation and avoid 
confusion for anglers and enforcement officers. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as modified. 
 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as modified. 

 
 

#3. Clam and Oyster Beach Seasons  

PROPOSAL:  

 

Clams 

Brown Point (DNR 57-B) 
Current Regulation: January 1 through June 30 
Proposed Regulation: January 1 through July 31 

 
Camano Island State Park 

Current Regulation: May 16 through June 15 
Proposed Regulation: June 1 through June 30 

 
Dosewallips State Park  

Current Regulation: March 1 through May 31 
Proposed Regulation: July 1 through September 15 
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Eagle Creek Tidelands 

Current Regulation: January 1 through April 30 
Proposed Regulation: January 1 through May 31 

 
Hope Island State Park 

Current Regulation: Closed 
Proposed Regulation : April 1 through April 30 

 
Illahee State Park 

Current Regulation: May 1 through May 31 
Proposed Regulation: Closed 

 
Kayak Point County Park 

Current Regulation: Closed 
Proposed Regulation: May 1 through May 15 and August 1 through August 15 

 
Kitsap Memorial State Park 

Current Regulation: June 1 through June 15 
Proposed Regulation: June 1 through June 30 

 
Kopachuck State Park 

Current Regulation: May 1 through May 15 
Proposed Regulation: Closed 

 
Oak Bay County Park 

Current Regulation: June 1 through July 15 
Proposed Regulation: July 1 through July 15 

 
 
Oakland Bay Tidelands (Oyster reserve) 

Current Regulation: March 1 through September 30 
no change proposed 

 
Penrose Point State Park 

Current Regulation: Closed 
Proposed Regulation: May 1 through May 15                 

Point Whitney Lagoon 
Current Regulation: June 1 through June 15 
Proposed Regulation: June 1 through June 30 

 
Point Whitney Tidelands 

Current Regulation: May 16 through May 31 
Proposed Regulation: July 1 through July 31 
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Modification: May 1 through June 30 
 
Port Townsend Ship Canal 

Current Regulation: April 1 through June 15 
Proposed Regulation: April 1 through May 15 

 
Potlatch DNR  

Current Regulation: March 1 through June 30 
Proposed Regulation: April 1 through June 30 
Modification: April 1 through July 15 

 
Potlatch State Park 

Current Regulation: March 1 through June 30 
Proposed Regulation: April 1 through June 30 

Modification: April 1 through July 15 
 
Potlatch East 

Current Regulation: March 1 through June 30 
Proposed Regulation: April 1 through June 30 
Modification: April 1 through July 15 

 
Rendsland Creek Tidelands 

Current Regulation: January 1 through April 30 
Proposed Regulation: Closed 
Modification: no change proposed - stay with January 1 through April 30 

 
Samish Island Recreation Area 

Current Regulation: January 1 through June 15 
Proposed Regulation: January 1 through December 31 

 
Sequim Bay State Park (North and South sections) 

Current Regulation: May 1 through June 30 
Proposed Regulation :May 1 through June 15 
Modification: no change proposed - stay with May 1 through June 30 
 

Shine Tidelands State Park 
Current Regulation: January 1 through April 30 
Proposed Regulation: January 1 through June 15 
Modification: January 1 through May 15 

 
South Indian Island County Park 

Current Regulation: January 1 through April 30 
Proposed Regulation: May 1 through August 31 



  
Sportfishing Rules Concise Explanatory Statement February 2001 
 5 

 
Triton Cove Tidelands 

Current Regulation: July 1 through August 15 
Proposed Regulation: Closed 

 
West Dewatto (DNR 44A) 

Current Regulation: January 1 through March 31 
Proposed Regulation: January 1 through May 31 

 
Wolfe Property State Park 

Current Regulation: January 1 through June 15 
Proposed Regulation: January 1 through May 15 

 
 

Oysters 
Dosewallips State Park 

Current Regulation: March 1 through July 31 
Proposed Regulation: July 1 through September 15 
 

Eagle Creek 
Current Regulation: January 1 through May 31 
Proposed Regulation: January 1 through June 30 

 
Illahee State Park 

Current Regulation: May 1 through May 31 
Proposed Regulation: Closed 
 

Kitsap Memorial State Park 
Current Regulation: June 1 through July 15 
Proposed Regulation: June 1 through August 31 

 
Oakland Bay Tidelands (Oyster reserve) 

Current Regulation: Closed 
Proposed Regulation: March 1 through September 30 

 
Point Whitney Tidelands 

Current Regulation: April 1 through July 15 
Proposed Regulation: April 1 through July 31 
Modification: April 1 through August 31 

 
Potlatch East 

Current Regulation: March 1  through June 30 
Proposed Regulation: April 1  through June 30 
Modification: April 1 through July 15 
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Potlatch State Park 
Current Regulation: March 1 through June 30 
Proposed Regulation : April 1 through June 30 
Modification: April 1 through July 15 

 
South Indian Island County Park 

Current Regulation: January 1 through December 31 
Proposed Regulation: May 1 through August 31 

 
Triton Cove Tidelands (Oyster Farm) 

Current Regulation: May 1 through August 30 
Proposed Regulation: May 1 through September 30 

 
West Dewatto (DNR 44A) 

Current Regulation: January 1 through August 31 
Proposed Regulation: January 1 through September 30 

 
 

EXPLANATION: Each year, seasons on clam and oyster beaches are adjusted as needed based on surveys of clam and oyster density and 

patterns of harvest.  These surveys have been completed and proposals for beaches that need shorter seasons as well as those that can handle 

longer seasons are included in this package. 

 
TESTIMONY: 

Agree 
 
OK 
 
The public has had no chance to review these proposals again this year.  If data is 
really not available, then there should be a separate public hearing for these rules.  
Last spring the surprise closure to butter clams in South Puget Sound was unjustified 
because of the short notice and large population of clams.  Clam diggers should learn 
to differentiate between littlenecks and butter clams, like they do between many other 
species of fish and shellfish. Better drawings needed in the pamphlet. 
 
MODIFICATIONS: Modifications to the original seasons proposed for some beaches and 
changes to the seasons on additional beaches were made after negotiations with treaty 
tribes or at the request of State Parks.  These modifications are shown in bold italic 
text, and apply to Camano State Park, Kitsap Memorial State Park, Point Whitney 
Tidelands, Potlatch DNR Tidelands, Potlatch East, Potlatch State Park, Rendsland 
Creek, Samish Island RecreationArea, Shine Tidelands and Wolfe Property State Park 
for clams and Point Whitney Tidelands, Potlatch East, and Potlatch State Park for 
oysters. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as modified. 
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Action taken: Adopted as modified. 
 

#4. Minimum Mesh Size for Crab Pots 

PROPOSAL: Make the minimum mesh size for all crab pots 1½”.   
 

EXPLANATION: A relatively small number of shellfish pots currently in use have been 
marketed as “combo” pots that can be used to catch both crab and shrimp.  When 
these pots are used to fish for crab in areas closed to shrimp harvest, the small mesh 
size makes it possible for them to retain shrimp, causing conservation and enforcement 
problems. This proposal would make these “combo pots” illegal to use while fishing for 
crab. 
 
TESTIMONY: 

Agree 
 
OK 
 
Support if it means that a 1 ½ “ square peg could pass through the mesh without 
changing the shape of the opening - not if it means a stretch mesh measurement which 
would still retain spot shrimp. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 
 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 
 

#5. Crab Gear and Crab Seasons in Puget Sound 

PROPOSAL 
This proposal would make the season for fishing for crab with pots year-round in the 
permanent rules.  Specific areas will then be closed by emergency rule to fishing by all 
gear during soft-shell periods.  A companion proposal would allow anglers to use up to 
three units ( a unit is a ring net, star trap, or crab pot) of crab gear and two units of 
shrimp gear in areas other than Hood Canal during open periods. 
 

EXPLANATION: The current pot season for crab in Puget Sound is July 16 - April 15, 
while fishing with other gear is open year-round.  The spring-time pot closure was put 
in place to avoid handling of newly-molted soft-shelled crab, because they are not legal 
to harvest, and can be easily damaged from handling by anglers or by cannibalism from 
other crabs. However, the handling associated with other crab gear types can also 
cause mortality, so the closure during the soft-shell season needs to be for all types of 
crab gear. This rule would allow WDFW to set  closed seasons by emergency order for 
crab fishing with any gear in each area as data become available on the timing of the 
molt.  The companion proposal will allow crab fishers to recapture lost opportunity 
during open periods by increasing the number of units of gear they may use. 
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TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
We have counted on getting crab when pots are banned.  Our ring nets have never 
injured a crab, even a softshell. Proposal will result in many violations as most will not 
know when crabbing is closed. Don’t want to have to buy another pot to recapture “lost 
opportunity.” 
 
Opposed to the changes proposed.  Would take away opportunity for recreational 
crabbers and give more crab to non-tribal commercial crabbers.  Daily limit would still 
be six crab.  To be fair, you should raise it to 8 or 9 to compensate for lost opportunity 
and leave the rules the way they are. 
 
Do not adopt.  This is a veiled attempt to increase the commercial allocation of crab 
done under the guise of conservation.  Only an increase in the daily limit of crab (10 
per day) would make up for lost opportunity. 
 
This will be nearly impossible to enforce.  I am suspicious this regulation is proposed to 
appease the native fishers only. 
 
OK 
 
Does WDFW have the resources to monitor the condition of crabs closely enough to 
determine when the season should be closed? It makes biological sense, but won’t be 
successful unless surveys can keep WDFW’s information up to date.  My colleagues 
and I don’t believe the number of pots per angler should be changed from 2 to 3.  This 
would result in a smaller number of fishermen catching a larger percentage of the 
quota, and could shorten the recreational season or cause wastage when crabbers 
catch large numbers of crab at one time and don’t take proper care of the meat. 
 
Have the Hood Canal crab season open and close by emergency rules.  The crabs 
may or may not be soft shelled during early summer.  Many crabs are killed by people 
wading and accidentally stepping on them. 
 
I agree with the proposal for a year-round season with total closures during the molting 
season.  I can see no logical reason to allow three units of gear.  We sports fishers 
can take only 6 crabs per day.  If I can not catch that many in two pots I quit fishing. 
Two units of gear is enough for any one person. 
 
Have serious concerns over allowing sport crab pot fishing year-round. The current 
spring closure does not fit all areas, but does offer some measure of protection.  
Would some areas go unprotected until we have data concerning the timing of the 
molt?  Permanent closures can be structured to encompass the onset of molting, when 
crabs are most vulnerable. It would be better to establish permanent closed seasons 
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separately for major geographic regions, using crab condition data going back as many 
years as possible. Because this is conservation based, it should apply to commercial 
and subsistence fisheries as well.  The companion proposal to allow 3 units of gear 
should be done selectively in areas of minimal crab production where sport catch per 
gear unit is low.  To really offset losses, you should look for ways to establish areas 
and seasons where sport crabbers do not compete with state and tribal commercial 
crabbers. Year-round seasons with minimal emergency closures follow the bad 
example set by the tribes to take their allocation first.  This philosophy puts harvest 
ahead of conservation and should be condemned.  How can you do enough crab 
condition sampling to enact softshell closures given the agency’s current lack of funds? 
 
The department’s proposals would probably eliminate the high quality winter 
recreational crab fishery in southern Hood Canal and replace it with a short term, highly 
intensive summer fishery harvesting a significant percentage of low quality (soft shell) 
Dungeness crab. This year in Hood Canal the season closed just as crab quality was 
improving. Increasing the number of units of crab gear to three will exacerbate the 
situation by further reducing the length of the season for the higher quality crab in late 
fall and winter.  If data from the new crab catch record card shows the recreational 
harvesters exceeded their quota, I suggest the Commission reduces the daily limit to 4 
or 5 crabs.  This would allow a longer season.  WDFW already has the authority to 
close the crab fishery to avoid mortality to soft shelled crabs in pots - the proposed 
permanent regulation is not needed. Damage from any other type of gear is extremely 
minimal.   
 
Department not following Puget Sound crab policy. In Region 2 recreational took 
600,000 pounds while commercial took 300,000. Using a 30 year old formula to 
calculate recreational catch.  Crab catch record card has not had the bugs worked out 
yet for estimating catch.  Allowing recreational anglers a 3

rd
 pot will magnify the 

problem. 
 
Crab advisory group was not consulted about the change to 3 pots per angler.  As a 
member of the advisory group, I am offended.  Feel like a “puppet” not an advisor. 
 
Against three pot limit.  With a smaller budget there will be less surveys.  Not enough 
room in most boats for more than 4 pots.  
 
Crab advisory group member is against three pot proposal.  Year-round fisheries are 
inappropriate.  Proposal only addresses one group (recreational). No equal proposal 
for commercials who may lose opportunity due to softshell closures. 
 
It is reasonable to use emergency closures to protect soft shell crabs in specific areas 
for all gear types.  There are preliminary data available (table attached).  The historic 
April 15 to July 15 closure is no longer appropriate for the majority of Puget Sound, and, 
importantly, the three month duration may not be adequate to protect molting crab.  



  
Sportfishing Rules Concise Explanatory Statement February 2001 
 10 

Please consider setting the closure periods on a sub-area basis and based on this 
preliminary data. (Muckleshoot Tribe) 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt year-round season as proposed.  Do not adopt change in 
units of gear. 
 
ACTION TAKEN: Year- round season was adopted as proposed - change in units of gear was not adopted. 

 
 

#6. Opening Day of General Puget Sound Shrimp Season 

PROPOSAL 
This proposal would change the general opening day of shrimp season in Puget Sound 
(except for designated shrimp districts) to the third Saturday in April. 
 

EXPLANATION: This proposal changes the opening day of the general shrimp season in 
Puget Sound from the 2

nd
 to the 3

rd
 Saturday in April.  This allows additional time in 

early April to make sure the majority of female shrimp are not carrying eggs before the 
fishery is opened. 
 
Agree (2) 
 
OK 
 
Have never seen eggs on a shrimp in area 8-2 yet.  Concerned over how effort is 
measured.  No one is at the dock to check .  Fish checkers have no concern about 
shellfish.   
 
Changing to the 3

rd
 Saturday in April is an improvement.  However, as ovigery data 

becomes available on specific shrimp populations, the sport fishery opening date 
should be designated appropriately for those discrete populations. (Muckleshoot Tribe) 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 
 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 

 

#7. Weekly Open Days for Shrimp Fishing in Areas 8-1, 8-2, 9, 10 

PROPOSAL 
This proposal would limit shrimp fishing in areas 8-1, 8-2, 9 and 10 to Thursday through 
Sunday each week during open time periods. 
 

EXPLANATION: The amount of effort in the shrimp fishery in these areas is growing by 
leaps and bounds and has outstripped our ability to do a good job of managing the 
recreational harvest.  A weekly closed period will help managers do a better job of 
estimating catch, and allow them to meet the policy guidelines set down by the Fish and 
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Wildlife Commission concerning the allocation of catch between recreational and 
commercial harvesters. 
TESTIMONY: 

OK 
 
I fail to see a conservation issue with this proposal.  It appears to be more related to 
the work week of managers.  A true conservation issue would be correcting the 
wastage of small male and intermediate spot shrimp in Port Angeles Harbor.  
Permitting shrimping 7 days a week with spot shrimp retention only on weekends 
means that 5 days a week spot shrimp are pulled to the surface in pots and dumped 
back into 200 feet of water.  In my opinion, many of these are consumed by predators 
or die before they reach the bottom. This is a waste of resource and a conservation 
issue. 
 
The proposed change will also improve the management of this fishery. (Muckleshoot 

Tribe) 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 
 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 

 

#8. Soos Creek Season 

PROPOSAL: 
 
 

WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
SOOS CREEK (King Co.) 

from mouth to bridge near hatchery 

residence 

 
 

TROUT 

Other Game Fish 

 

SALMON 

 
 

June 1-Aug. 31 

June 1-Aug. 31 

 

Sept. 30 - Oct 15 

 
 

14"           2 

Statewide rules 

 

12"           2 

 
 

 

 

 

Juveniles only (under 15 years old) Only 1 

single hook may be used. 

 
                                               ALL SPECIES - night closure. Sept 30- Oct 15 

 
from bridge near hatchery residence to 

salmon hatchery rack 

 
TROUT 

Other Game Fish 

 
June 1-Aug 31 

June 1-Aug 31 

 
14"           2 
Statewide rules 

 
. 

 
 

EXPLANATION: This proposal would change the season for all game fish in lower Soos 
Creek from June 1 - October 31 to June 1 - August 31.  The 14" minimum size and 
daily limit of 2 trout would be maintained. Chinook and coho salmon enter lower Soos 
Creek in early September.  There is virtually no opportunity for legitimate trout anglers 
because of the presence of large numbers of salmon.  Snagging and poaching of the 
salmon are common by adult anglers who claim to be fishing for trout. Soos Creek 
above the rack and the Green River are both nearby opportunities for legitimate trout 
anglers. 
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TESTIMONY: 

Agree 
 
Strongly approve.  Would prefer to see both adults and children off the creek during 
this time period. Why let them potentially interfere with spawning salmon? It would not 
be a hardship to close this water to all anglers. 
 
We are pleased that WDFW is proposing continuing the juvenile fishery for salmon and 
have no problem with cutting off the fishery for game fish on August 31. (Northwest Marine 

Trade Association) 
 
OK 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 
 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 
 

#9. Chain Lake, Little Spokane River Kokanee Protection  

PROPOSAL: 
 
 

WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
CHAIN LAKE 
(Pend Orielle Co.) 

 

 
 
All Game Fish 

 
 
Last Sat in April -Oct 31 

 
 
Statewide rules 

 
 
Kokanee must be released. 

 
 

EXPLANATION: Because of conservation concerns, the Little Spokane River and Chain 
Lake are both currently closed to the harvest of kokanee.  However, during the winter 
season, there is considerable incidental catch and illegal harvest of these fish. This 
proposal changes the season on the lake from year-round to the last Saturday in April 
through October 31.  Closing the lake during the winter months will offer another 
measure of protection to these fish. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
OK 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 
 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 
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WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
LITTLE SPOKANE RIVER (Spokane Co.) 

from mouth to SR 291 Bridge 

 
 

 

All Game Fish 

 
 

 
Year-round 

 
 
 
Statewide rules 

 
 
 
 
 

 
from SR 291 Bridge to West 

Branch 

 
All Game Fish 

 
WHITEFISH 

 
Last Sat in Apr-Oct 31 
 
Dec 1 - Mar 31 

 
Statewide rules 
 
None       15 

 
 
 
WHITEFISH only. 

 
upstream of West Branch 

 
All Game Fish 

 
June 1-Oct 31 
 

 
Statewide rules 

 
KOKANEE must be released 
upstream of the bridge at 
Fridegar Rd, including the 
waters of Chain Lake. 

 
 

 
CLOSED WATERS: from inlet to Chain Lake upstream 1/4 mile to the railroad crossing culvert. 

 

EXPLANATION: Because of conservation concerns, the Little Spokane River and Chain 
Lake are both closed to the harvest of kokanee.  The major identified spawning area 
for Chain Lake kokanee is the 1/4 mile section of the Little Spokane just above Chain 
Lake.  This proposal offers protection to this sensitive stock, particularly during 
spawning.  
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
OK 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 
 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 
 

#10. East Twin River Season 

PROPOSAL 
 
 
WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
EAST TWIN RIVER 
(Clallam Co.) 

 
TROUT 
Other Game Fish 

 
June 1- Oct 31 
June 1- Oct 31 

 
14"         2 
Statewide rules 

 
 

 

EXPLANATION: The present closing date for the fishery on East Twin is February 28.  
This proposal changes it to October 31, so the late fall and early winter period would be 
closed to fishing.  The wild steelhead stock in the East Twin has not met its 
escapement goal in four of the last six years.  Staff and local citizens are concerned 
over poaching of wild fish that occurs now during the extended season. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
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OK 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 
 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 
 
 

#11. Peabody and Valley Creeks Seasons 

PROPOSAL 
 
 
WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
PEABODY  CREEK (Clallam Co.) 

 
 

All Game Fish 

 
 

June 1-Oct. 31 

 

 
 

Statewide rules 

 

 
 

Juveniles only (under 15 years old) 

 
ALLEY CREEK  (Clallam Co.) 

 
 

All Game Fish 

 
 

June 1-Oct. 31 

 

 
 

Statewide rules 

 

 
 

Juveniles only (under 15 years old) 

 

 

EXPLANATION: This proposal would change the season on Peabody and Valley creeks from the last Saturday in April - October 31 to June 1 - 

October 31. The “juveniles only” rule would remain in both creeks. These two creeks both contain anadromous runs of salmon and trout.  

The April opening date allows anglers to fish with bait when trout and salmon smolts may still be present.  Incidental hooking mortality on 

these fish could be significant. Because of the juveniles only rule in these streams it is particularly important that we send the message that 

fishing on these smolts is not allowed. 

 

TESTIMONY: 
A better proposal would be to keep the opening date as the last Saturday in April but 
close to fishing with bait.  Juveniles can fish with hardware or flies - a good opportunity 
to teach them the problems of bait fishing. 
 
OK 

 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 
 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 
 
 

#12. Swift Reservoir and NF Lewis River Bull Trout 
PROPOSAL 
 
 
WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
SWIFT RESERVOIR (Skamania Co.) 
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All Game Fish Last Sat in Apr - Oct 31 Statewide rules  

 
 

 
CLOSED WATERS - from markers below Eagle Cliff Bridge to markers above bridge (NF Lewis) 

 

The most upstream section of North Fork Lewis River entry in the pamphlet would read as follows: lower sections remain unchanged by this 

proposal. 

 
 

WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
LEWIS RIVER, NORTH FORK (Cowlitz Co.) 

from Eagle Cliff Bridge upstream to lower 

falls, including all tributaries 

 
 

 

All Game Fish 

 
 
 
June 1- Oct 31 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Catch and release and 
selective gear rules 

 
 

 
CLOSED WATERS - from Eagle Cliff Bridge to posted markers above bridge. 

 
 

EXPLANATION: Bull trout (listed as “threatened” under the ESA) congregate in the area 
just above and below Eagle Cliff Bridge. These fish are very susceptible to targeting 
and poaching. Several dead bull trout and a few live fish have been recovered from this 
area with fishing tackle in their mouths.  Other evidence of poaching has been 
observed. Closing the area completely will help enforcement officers stop this activity. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
OK 
 
Strongly support this proposal.   This area is an important staging area for bull trout 
before they begin their spawning run up the NF Lewis River. The area around Mt. St. 
Helens in becoming a heavily used tourist destination. This makes it important that the 
department clearly mark the closed area. (Clark-Skamania Flyfishers) 
 
This matter should be discussed closer to the area of concern.  The Department is 
going to the most extreme solution to the problem of bull trout protection.  A more 
conservative approach would be better.  Dept staff say that the biggest problem is boat 
fishermen who troll large plugs targeting bull trout.  A more acceptable approach would 
be to eliminate boat fishing in this area and limit the size of the hook to a size 8 and not 
allow any floating jigs or lures. The area of concern is the only area where you can fish 
from the bank with a reasonable chance of catching a fish in the Swift watershed.  
There are a lot of us that take our children down to the water to fish.  There is a far 
larger problem for bull trout - Pacific Power Company.  They do more harm than all the 
fishermen put together by lowering water levels, etc. This proposal is just one more 
obstacle from government agencies and private companies. You work for the private 
people who pay your salaries and should consider us your boss. 
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MODIFICATION: In response to comments from the public that the original proposal was 
too restrictive, the proposed closed area in the NF Lewis River was dropped. The 
restricted area in Swift Reservoir is now proposed to be open to fishing, but with 
selective gear rules, except fishing from a boat with a motor would be allowed. 
 
MODIFIED PROPOSAL 
 
 
WATER 

 
 
SPECIES 

 
 
SEASON 

 
MIN 
SIZE 

 
DAILY 
LIMIT 

 
 
ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
SWIFT RESERVOIR 

(Skamania Co.)  

from Dam to markers 

approximately 3/8 mile  

below Eagle Cliff Bridge 

 
 

 

All Game Fish 

 
 

 

Last Sat in Apr - Oct 31 

 
 

 

Statewide rules 

 
 

 

 
from markers approximately 3/8 mile 

below Eagle Cliff Bridge to bridge 

 
All Game Fish 

 
Last Sat in Apr - Oct 31 

 
Statewide rules 

 
Selective gear rules except fishing from boats 

with motors is allowed. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as modified. 
 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as modified. 
 

#13. Yakima River Closed Area 

PROPOSAL: 
 
 

WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
YAKIMA RIVER (Yakima Co.) 

Entire river, including tributaries and drains 

 
 

TROUT 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
CLOSED to fishing for 
STEELHEAD 

 
 

 
Downstream of Hwy. 240 Bridge Columbia River rules apply. 

 
from mouth to 3500 feet 
below Roza Dam 

 
TROUT 
Other Game Fish 

 
June 1-Mar 31 
Year-round 
 

 
12"          2 

Statewide rules 

 
TROUT - maximum size 20" 
ALL SPECIES - chumming 
allowed mouth to Prosser 
Dam. 

 
from 3500 feet below Roza 

Dam to Roza Dam 

 
All Game Fish 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
CLOSED WATERS - except 

bait and a single barbless 

hook may be used for 

WHITEFISH only Dec 1 - Feb 

28. 

 
 

 
CLOSED WATERS - from Roza Dam downstream 400'. 

 
from Roza Dam to Easton Dam 

 
TROUT 
Other Game Fish 

 
Year-round 
Year-round 

 
 

Statewide rules 

 
TROUT- catch and release.  ALL SPECIES - 

selective gear rules.  Bait and a single barbless 

hook may be used for WHITEFISH only Dec 1 - 

Feb 28. 

 
 

 
CLOSED WATERS - from Easton Dam downstream 400'.  Fishing form floating devices with motors allowed from the US Bureau of Reclamation 

restricted area signs at Roza Dam upstream to the boat launch ramp on the Roza Access Area (approximately ½ mile). 

 
from Lake Easton to Keechelus Dam 

 
All Game Fish 

 
Year-round 

 
Statewide rules 

 
Selective gear rules. 
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EXPLANATION: This proposal increases the Closed Waters area below Roza Dam from 
the statewide standard of 400' to 3500'.  This will close an area to fishing which 
includes two large pools where spring chinook, steelhead, and coho salmon 
congregate, making them very vulnerable to illegal harvest.  
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
Approve with qualification.  In order to make the rule more clear the closed area should 
be designated by a specific landmark if possible.  It’s hard to tell how far 3500 feet is 
and vandals may remove markers. 
 
OK 
 

I object to allowing a barbed hook for whitefish on the Yakima.  It makes no sense to have catch and release on trout year-round where a 

barbless hook is required and simultaneously have a “barbed” hook fishery on whitefish. Anybody who knows what they are doing can catch 

whitefish without a barbed hook. Those who don’t know what they are doing will kill and keep trout on the basis that “it’s bleeding and is 

going to die anyway.” 

 
MODIFICATION: In an attempt to allow some fishing opportunity in this area while still 
protecting spring chinook and coho salmon, modify the time of the closure below Roza 
Dam to March 1 through November 30, and allow a fishery for whitefish only with bait 
and a single barbless hook, in this area from December 1 through the last day in 
February.  The area from Roza Dam to Easton Dam has a similar rule. (This rule was 
listed incorrectly in last year’s fishing pamphlet.  The correct rule, shown in the table 
above, requires barbless hooks for whitefish). 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as modified. 
 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as modified. 
 

#14. Columbia River Salmon 
PROPOSAL 

 
 

WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
COLUMBIA RIVER (cont) 

from Priest Rapids Dam to Rocky Reach Dam 

 
TROUT 

Other Game Fish 

 

STURGEON 

 
 
Year-round 
 
Year-round 

 
 

 
CLOSED to fishing for 
TROUT 
 
STURGEON- catch and 
release only 

 
 

 
CLOSED WATERS - at Wanapum Dam between the upstream line of the dam to boundary 
markers 750' downstream of the east fish ladder and 500' downstream of west fish ladder.  
CLOSED WATERS - at Rocky Reach Dam and Rock Island Dam between the upstream line 
of the dam to boundary markers 400' downstream of the fish ladders. 
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EXPLANATION: This proposal affects only the area between Priest Rapids and Rocky 
Reach dams; rules for other parts of the river remain unchanged by this proposal. Until 
this summer, the permanent regulations allowed a September 16 - December 31 
season.  But since salmon fishing was effectively over about October 20, continuing 
this fishery into December allowed anglers to target endangered steelhead in the guise 
of fishing for salmon.  WDFW petitioned NMFS to allow an earlier opening date of 
August 1 with a closing of October 31, as described in the modified Permit #1248 from 
NMFS.  The area allowed and described in this permit is from Priest Rapids Dam to 
Chief Joseph Dam.  This reach was opened by emergency rule on August 10, 2000 (except for portions of Wells Dam 

reservoir opened September 30).  This fishery will target unlisted summer and fall chinook and will need to be managed by emergency rule 

rather than permanent rule in the future, guided by run size of summer chinook. This proposal does away with the 

permanent rule, clearing the way for management by emergency rule. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
OK 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 
 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 
 

#15. Elochoman River Trout Daily Limit and Minimum Size 

PROPOSAL: 
 
 
WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
ELOCHOMAN RIVER (Wahkiakum Co.) 

From mouth to West Fork 

 
 

TROUT 

Other Game Fish 

 

SALMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EULACHON 

 
 

June 1-Mar 15 

June 1- Mar 15 

 
Sept 1- Dec 31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSED 

 
 
14"          2 
Statewide rules 
 
12"          6 

 
 
WILD CUTTHROAT release. 
 
SALMON - no more than 2 adults 
except 4 adults may be retained 
Oct 1 - Dec 31.  Release all 
CHUM.  Wild COHO release.  
Upstream of Foster (Risk) Rd 
Bridge all CHINOOK must be 
released Oct 1 - Dec 31. 

 
 

 
ALL SPECIES - night closure and non-buoyant lure restriction Sept 1 - Oct 31.  CLOSED 
WATERS - from  WDFW temporary rack downstream to Foster (Risk) Rd Bridge while rack is 
installed in river; from a point 50' above to 100' below the outlet pipes from the most downstream 
Elochoman Hatchery rearing pond and extending 30' out from the south bank of the river; from 
100' above the upper hatchery rack and downstream to the Elochoman Hatchery Bridge located 
400' below the upper hatchery rack; from West Fork upstream. 
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EXPLANATION: This proposal would change the daily limit for trout on the Elochoman 
River, from the mouth to the West Fork,  from 5 fish to the statewide standard for 
streams of 2 fish.  The five fish limit was appropriate in the past, when sea-run 
cutthroat were released from the Elochoman Hatchery, but this is no longer the case, 
so the 2- fish limit is needed to provide a lower harvest rate for wild fish.  It would also 
change the minimum size for trout to 14", which is standard in streams with wild sea-run 
cutthroat, since it allows most of the fish to spawn once before harvest. This proposal 
may be superceded by regulations that are a result of a possible US Fish and Wildlife 
Service “listing” of coastal cutthroat. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
Strongly approve - All sea-run cutthroat fisheries should be catch and release.  Being 
pro-active will impress the feds and lessen punitive actions in our state. 
 
The problem is that the Elochoman Hatchery is not releasing sea-run cutthroat. The 
solution is to re-start this release! We absolutely need hatchery fish of all kinds.  
Raising the minimum size to 14" is a good idea though. 
 
OK 
 

Cautiously endorse as a minimum response to the current trends in sea-run cutthroat regulations. Would it be more productive to propose 

more protective regulations nor, rather than being forced to react to potential federal guidelines? (Clark-Skamania Flyfishers) 

 
MODIFICATION: Wild cutthroat release should be in effect. It was inadvertently dropped 
from the display in the proposal. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as modified. 

 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as modified. 
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#16. Puyallup and Carbon Wild Steelhead Retention 

PROPOSAL 
 
 
WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
PUYALLUP RIVER (Pierce Co.) 

from 11th St Bridge to Carbon River 

 
 

TROUT 

Other Game Fish 

 

SALMON 

 
 
June 1 - Mar 31 
June 1 - Mar 31 
 
Aug 1 - Dec 15 

 
 
14"          2 
Statewide rules 

 
 
 
 
 
SALMON - no more than 2 
adults 

 
 

 
ALL SPECIES - night closure and non-buoyant lure restriction Aug 1 - Nov 30. 

 
from Carbon River to 
electron power plant outlet 

 
TROUT 
Other Game Fish 

 
June 1-Mar 31 
June 1-Mar 31 

 
14"          2 

Statewide rules 

 
 

 

 

 
 

WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
CARBON RIVER (Pierce Co.) 

from mouth to Voight Creek 

 
TROUT 

Other Game Fish 

 

SALMON 

 
June 1 - Mar 31 
June 1 - Mar 31 
 
Sept 1 - Nov 30 

 
14"          2 
Statewide rules 

 
 
 
 
SALMON - no more than 4 
adults, but only 2 adult 
CHINOOK.  Release all 
CHUM. 

 
 

 
ALL SPECIES - night closure and non-buoyant lure restriction Aug 1 - Nov 30. 

 
from Voight Cree3k to Hwy 
162 Bridge 

 
TROUT 
Other Game Fish 
 
TROUT 
Other Game Fish 

 
June 1-Aug 15 
June 1 - Aug 15 
 

Dec 1 - Mar 31 

Dec 1 - Mar 31 

 
14"          2 

Statewide rules 

 

14"          2 

Statewide rules 

 
 

 

EXPLANATION: Escapements of wild steelhead to this system have been below goal for 
the last four years, requiring emergency closure of the wild steelhead retention season. 
 This proposal would discontinue the catch-and-keep season for wild steelhead, but still 
allow anglers to harvest hatchery steelhead. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
Strongly approve - believe all wild steelhead should be released on all Washington 
waters. 
 
Additional protection is warranted - agree with harvesting only hatchery fish.  Tribal 
fishery should also be selective (non-retention of wild steelhead). (Northwest Marine Trade 

Association) 
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OK 

 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 
 

Cutthroat rules 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has delayed a decision on listing southwest 
Washington and lower Columbia coastal cutthroat until at least next fall. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Wait and see exactly what the USFWS is ready to do. 
 

Lake Cushman Chinook 

The National Marine Fisheries Service has raised an issue with Chinook salmon in Lake 
Cushman that may require our closing this fishery. Department staff continue to work on 
this issue. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Wait and see exactly what the USFWS is ready to do. 
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 Housekeeping Regulations 
 
 
 

#17. Grass Lake 

PROPOSAL: 
 
 
WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
GRASS LAKE  (Mason 
Co.) 

 
All Game Fish 

 
Last Sat in Apr-Oct 31 

 
Statewide rules 

 
 

 

EXPLANATION: Grass Lake has been listed in the pamphlet and managed as an 
opening-day lake, and should remain that way.  This housekeeping proposal simply 
fixes the regulations to reflect this fact. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
OK 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 
 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 
 

#18. Canyon Creek 

PROPOSAL: 
 
 

WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
CANYON RIVER (Mason and Grays 

Harbor Co.) 

 
 

 

 
 

CLOSED WATERS 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

EXPLANATION: This proposal changes the name of Canyon Creek to Canyon River in the 
fishing rules, since this is the name that appears on most maps. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
OK 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 
 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 
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#19. Bradley Pond 

PROPOSAL 
 
 
WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
LAKE BRADLEY  (Pierce 
Co.) 

 
Bass 
Other Game Fish 
 
 
 
SALMON 

 
Year-round 
Year-round 
 
 
 
Year-round 

 
None       5 
Statewide rules 
 

 
Only BASS less than 12" or 
greater than 17" may be 
kept, no more than 1 over 
17". 
 
Landlocked SALMON rules 
apply 

 

EXPLANATION: This proposal changes the name of Bradley Pond to Lake Bradley, which 
is the registered name, and the name posted at the access point in a City of Puyallup 
Park. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
OK 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 
 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 

 

#20. Columbia Park Lagoon 

PROPOSAL 
 
 
WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
COLUMBIA PARK FAMILY 
FISHING POND (Benton 
Co.) 

 
All Game Fish 
 
 
 

 
Year-round 
 
 

 
Statewide rules 
 

 
Family fishing only - open 
only to juveniles and 
licensed adults 
accompanied by a juvenile. 

 

EXPLANATION: The signs posted by Kennewick Parks and Recreation list the pond as 
“Columbia Park Family Fishing Pond.” Changing the name in the rules and the 
pamphlet to match would make it easier for anglers to identify the rules that apply. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
OK 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 
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ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 

#21. Closed Waters Area Below the Dalles Dam 

PROPOSAL 
This proposal would change the CLOSED WATERS area below the Dalles Dam on the 
Columbia River to be between the upstream line of the Dalles Dam and the upstream 
side of the Interstate (Highway 197) Bridge, except fishing is permitted up to the 
downstream navigation lock wall on the Washington shore. 
 

EXPLANATION: This closure was described as “CLOSED WATERS at the Dalles 
between the upstream line of the Dalles Dam and the upstream side of the Interstate 
Highway 197 Bridge except fishing is permitted up to 400' below the fishway entrance 
from the Washington shore.”  This proposal clarifies the area below the fishway 
entrance that is closed to fishing. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
I don’t think fisherman safety is a concern of WDFW. 
 
OK 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 
 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 

 

#22. Waddell, Mima and Dempsey Creeks 

PROPOSAL 
 
 
WATER 

 
 

SPECIES 

 
 

SEASON 

 
MIN 

SIZE 

 
DAILY 

LIMIT 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
BLACK RIVER  (Thurston Co.) 

from mouth to Black Lake and all 
tributaries west of I-5 including 
Waddell Creek, Mima Creek, 
Dempsey Creek, Beaver Creek, 
Salmon Creek, and Blooms Ditch 

 
Trout 
Other Game Fish 
 
  

 
June 1- Oct 31 
June 1 -Oct 31 
 

 
14"       2 
Statewide rules 
 

 
 
 

 

EXPLANATION: The pamphlet correctly lists a 14" minimum size for trout in Waddell, 
Mima, and Dempsey creeks (along with other tributaries to the Black River).  However, 
these creeks are mentioned in the Washington Administrative Code (WAC) two times, 
once with a 14" minimum size for trout, and once with a 12" minimum size.  This 
proposal will eliminate the conflict, leaving only the rule listing a 14" minimum size for 
trout in place. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
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OK 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 
 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 

 

#23. Sturgeon Fishing 

PROPOSAL 
This proposal would create a permanent rule that allows sturgeon anglers to continue to 
catch and release sturgeon after they have retained a daily limit or after they have filled 
a sturgeon catch record card. 
 

EXPLANATION: Continuing to fish for sturgeon after retaining a daily limit or after filling a 
catch record card provides meaningful recreational opportunity for sturgeon.  
Information shows that mortality is minimal on released sturgeon. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
OK 
 
Proposal flies in the face of conservation and sportsmanship.  Will increase mortality 
through “high grading”, make enforcement of bag limit regulations almost impossible 
and places WDFW in the position of contributing to the erosion of sporting ethics. 
(Clark-Skamania Flyfishers) 
 
MODIFICATION: Change the area where this rule is in effect to waters of the Columbia 
River forming the boundary between the states of Washington and Oregon. This makes 
our rule consistent with Oregon’s rule for these waters. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as modified. 
 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as modified. 

 

#24. Columbia River Sturgeon Season -  Bonneville to McNary Dam 

PROPOSAL 
This proposal would change the permanent rule for the catch and keep sturgeon fishery 
in the Columbia River between Bonneville Dam and McNary Dam to January 1 - August 
31. 
 

EXPLANATION: Currently, the catch and keep season for sturgeon in this area is January 
1 - June 30, with a catch and release fishery after that.  However, there is a yearly 
quota of sturgeon that may be taken from John Day, Bonneville, and The Dalles 
Reservoirs, which often requires the season to be altered by emergency rule.  This 
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change will help WDFW better manage the fishery in these reservoirs under the quota 
system and will hopefully cut down on the amount of emergency rules that are 
necessary.  
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
OK 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 

 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 
 

#25. Shrimp Districts 

PROPOSAL 
This proposal would change the names of Shrimp Districts 1 and 3-6 in the Washington 
Administrative Code (WAC) to match those used in the pamphlet, and eliminate Shrimp 
District #2. 
 

EXPLANATION:  For ease of using the WAC, Shrimp Districts will be referred to by name 
instead of number.  Shrimp District 1 becomes Discovery Bay Shrimp District, Shrimp 
District 3 becomes Port Angeles Shrimp District, Shrimp District 4 becomes Sequim 
Bay Shrimp District, Shrimp District 5 becomes Hood Canal Shrimp District, and Shrimp 
District 6 becomes Carr Inlet Shrimp District. Shrimp District 2, (Griffin Bay in the San 
Juan Islands) has not had special rules for several years, and can therefore be 
eliminated. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
OK 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 
 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 
 

#26. Closing Date for Spot Shrimp - Hood Canal and Areas 8-1,8-2, 

9,10 

PROPOSAL 
This proposal would set the closing date for the spot shrimp season in Marine Areas 
8-1, 8-2, 9, and 10 as June 30. It would also provide rule language for Hood Canal that 
open days after the third Saturday in May are set by emergency rule. 
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EXPLANATION: Currently the permanent rule specifies that the season for spot shrimp in 
Puget Sound closes in October, and in Hood Canal is closed by emergency rule.  
Outside of Hood Canal,  the fishery in these four areas has been closed earlier by 
emergency rule the past two years, and we expect this will be the case in the 
foreseeable future. The Hood Canal rule also needs a change to avoid re-opening 
when the emergency closure rule expires (emergency rules are only good for 120 
days). 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
OK 
 
Agree with proposal - provides opportunity for more anglers- effort has been increasing 
dramatically. 
 
This is an improvement we support. (Muckleshoot Tribe) 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 

 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 
 

#27. Baitfish vs Forage Fish 

PROPOSAL 
This proposal would change the term “baitfish jigger gear” in two places in the WAC to 
“forage fish jigger gear.” 
 

EXPLANATION:  In the past, herring, anchovies, candlefish, sardines and smelt were 
included in a group called “baitfish.”  During the 1998-99 regulation change cycle, this 
term was changed to “forage fish.”  However, we recently discovered that the term 
“baitfish jigger gear” still exists in the rules in two places( WAC 220-56-123 and 
220-56-126).  These references need to be changed to say “forage fish jigger gear.” 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
OK 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 

 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 
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 Rules from Other Forums and Major Issues WDFW 

 Made a Commitment to Address 
 
 
 

#28. Possession Rule 

PROPOSAL 
This proposal would change the rules for possession of foodfish, game fish, and 
shellfish to require fishers to retain proof of hatchery or wild origin of their catch (if such 
a rule applies) until they have stopped fishing for the day, and to change the 
possession limit aboard a boat to one daily limit in fresh form. With these changes, the 
entire rule would then be as follows: 
 
Fish with no size, species, weight, sex, or hatchery/wild restriction may be cleaned or 
filleted while in the field.  If such a restriction exists, fishers may clean their catch on 
the water, and may fillet their catch once they have come ashore and have finished 
fishing for the day.  Dolly Varden/bull trout and sturgeon must be maintained in such 
condition that the total length can be determined.  All fish and shellfish, except  Dolly 
Varden/bull trout and sturgeon may be prepared for immediate consumption and 
consumed in the field.  Anglers aboard a vessel are limited to one daily limit in fresh 
form.  Additional catch may be possessed in processed form if possession limits allow. 
 

EXPLANATION:  Because selective fisheries (fisheries where hatchery fish may be kept, 
but wild fish must be released) are becoming more common, it is important that anglers 
be able to show that the fish they retain conform to these rules.  Allowing anglers to 
have only one daily limit in fresh form aboard a boat stops anglers from claiming that 
any fresh fish over the daily limit are from a previous day.  
  

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
Opposed. I and many others spend the entire weekend on our boats and have more 
than one day’s catch aboard. We have no way to process so would be limited to one 
day’s catch. 
 
Approve 
 
Support the change. (Northwest Marine Trade Association) 

 
OK 
 
Support.  Proof of hatchery/wild origin is vital.  Further recommend that the 
department clearly specify what must be left attached to dressed carcasses to establish 
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proof of hatchery origin. Proposal is vague as to when and to what degree various 
species may be dressed or consumed at what times. (Clark-Skamania Flyfishers) 
 
There are a few canyon rivers in Eastern Washington that many fishers enjoy floating 
via drift boat.  The rivers are heavily guided so many put in the river behind the guides 
and crowds and fish half way, then camp overnight and fish out the next day, ahead of 
the crowds.  It is not practical to take our catch off the river each night to store it.  I 
have never witnessed fishing over the daily limit.  I do not know of anyone who would 
not support keeping hatchery/wild fish in a form that is easy to identify. Please consider 
allowing the above type of activities.   
 
Opposed to one-day possession limit aboard boats.  Most people go boating for the 
weekend. 
 
As a charter skipper, opposed to one-day possession limit aboard a boat.  Agree with 
retention for identification of hatchery vs. wild.  Have documentation to prove we are 
out for 2 days.  If we file a trip plan, we should be released from the requirement to 
have only one day’s catch in fresh form in possession. 
 
MODIFICATION: Fish or shellfish may be cleaned or portioned while in the field.  It is 
unlawful for a fisher to fail to retain proof of compliance with species, size, number, 
weight, sex, or wild or hatchery origin restrictions, if such restrictions apply, until the 
fisher is ashore and has finished fishing for the day. This does not apply if the catch is 
in the process of being prepared for immediate consumption.  It remains unlawful to 
possess Dolly Varden/bull trout in the field in such condition that the species and total 
length cannot be determined.  It is unlawful to possess in the field sturgeon eggs 
without having retained the intact carcass of the fish from which the eggs were 
removed. In Marine Areas 1-6, it is unlawful for any person to possess more than one 
daily limit of fish or shellfish in fresh form while aboard a vessel.  
 
This modification relaxes the rule to allow anglers to cut up or “portion” sturgeon in the 
field, except female sturgeon with eggs.  While in the field, you must retain the intact 
carcass of any sturgeon from which you have removed eggs. The proposal to allow 
anglers only one daily limit of fish or shellfish in fresh form aboard a boat has been 
limited to Marine Areas 1-6. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as modified. 
 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as modified. 
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#29. Boat Limits 

PROPOSAL 
This proposal would apply only in areas where a WDFW saltwater fishing license is 
valid, and would allow anglers fishing from a vessel to continue to fish for foodfish or 
shellfish until the daily limit for all lawful anglers aboard has been retained. 
 

EXPLANATION: This proposal is being circulated to get public input and gather 
information on a practice that has occurred for a long time, but has recently become 
more controversial.   “Boat limit” fishing (all anglers aboard the boat continue to fish 
until everyone has reached a daily limit) is a common practice in marine water fisheries. 
 Current rules requiring each angler to catch only their own limit are not strictly or 
uniformly enforced.  This proposal would make the practice legal for all anglers fishing 
from boats in marine waters. Since anglers on a vessel are in close proximity to each 
other, inadvertent over-limiting should not be a problem, and it should have little, if any, 
impact to existing harvest rates. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
Support.  It has been common practice for some time. 
 
Boat limits are long overdue. Every charter I have gone on lately fished this way. 
 
Opposed.  To make an exemption to the current rule for boat fishers is discriminatory.  
If current regulations were enforced there would be less harvest or more fishing 
opportunity until the harvest quota was reached. The problem is the Department’s lack 
of initiative to uniformly enforce this regulation. Should allocate a small portion of the 
harvestable fish to non-retention fisheries. All fishers should be able to continue fishing 
(catch and release) after retaining their limits.  If necessary, adjust daily limit 
downwards to deal with hooking mortality. This will solve the problem of having nothing 
to do while your partner fishes, treat solo anglers equally to those fishing in groups, give 
everyone a chance to participate in a catch and release fishery, and make charter or  
guided experiences more pleasant for those who wish to catch their own fish. (Federation 

of Fly Fishers - Washington State Council) 
 
This is a good idea as it is what happens anyway. 
 
Endorse the change but request that it apply also to freshwater salmon fisheries in 
places like Lake Washington. (Northwest Marine Trade Association) 

 
OK 
 
Support 
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This proposal will add to the enjoyment of anglers by allowing all anglers in a boat to 
continue fishing at the same time. When one angler has to stop fishing and wait for the 
others to finish it only takes away form the experience.  This is especially true as daily 
limits drop from 3-4 fish to 1-2 fish (salmon).This proposal is fair to both charter boat 
anglers or those with their own boat, and should have virtually no impact on harvest 
rates. 
 
We have significant trepidation as to what WDFW is thinking. A proposal of this type 
places WDFW in the position of being the purveyor of promulgating rules that erode 
conservation and sporting ethics.  Boat limits do not benefit an individual angler’s 
enjoyment of the sport.  Will decrease opportunity due to increased harvest mortality. 
Where does this kind of philosophy stop; marine areas, freshwater areas, fishing 
parties...the possibilities are endless and equally absurd. The difficulty of enforcement 
in no way justifies a draconian proposal such as this. It turns sport angling into nothing 
more than a glorified commercial fishery. (Clark-Skamania Flyfishers)  
 
We support the proposal as written - has been common practice for a long while 
-making it legal should not have any impact on the harvest. (Pierce County Sportsmen’s 

Council) 
  
Support as written.  Each boat could also be limited to a total of 4 daily limits.  This 
could be more uniformly enforced.  Licensed charter boats would need to be excepted 
form this maximum. 
 
Disagree. The time and place for this type of behavior is past.  Saltwater fish stocks 
need conservation, not liberalization. Will maximize the impact anglers have on fish 
stocks.  Anglers should police themselves.  Party hunting or fishing is ethically and 
morally inappropriate. 
 
Opposed to boat limits. Local council of Federation of Fly Fishers was unanimously 
against this proposal.  It shows disrespect for the resource.  Anglers get into a 
“feeding frenzy “ on charter boats, telling others “you’re done, we caught your fish.”  
Discriminates against individual rights.  Shouldn’t legalize murder just because you 
can’t always stop people from doing it. Majority of the local council felt you should allow 
catch and release after retaining your limit (like sturgeon) everywhere.  This would 
address the complaint about having to stop fishing while your fishing buddy still has fish 
to catch. 
 
Opposed to boat limit.  Times have changed.  Rules are based on rod limits, not boat 
limits.  Propose more stringent enforcement of the rules instead.  Lengthen the 
season to help the local economy.  If you allow boat limits, you should also allow “car 
limits” for people who come to a fishing beach or pier and fish together. 
 
Opposed.  Always gets stopped by fish cops.  Pictures of WDFW employees show 
them holding up their catch while rods remain in the water. 
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 Often take young kids fishing and let them reel in my fish.  Enforcement should be the 
same across the board.  Sees state employees fishing for boat limits. 
 
Boat limits have been used forever.  Many people can’t reel in their own fish - hand 
rods back and forth.  Charter boat skipper may put out his own rod on slow days. 
 
In favor of proposal.  Has a 50-year history in Westport and Ilwaco.  Regulation should 
be changed to reflect reality.  Rigid enforcement would cause problems.  Anglers who 
are not adept or get seasick have an opportunity to take fish home. Very few anglers 
object to this practice on charter boats. Boat limits have no adverse impacts on salmon 
stocks.  They are managed by quota. Will lessen hooking mortality on non-target 
species.  Coastal communities would decline if this rule were enforced. Young kids and 
disabled persons can’t reel in their own fish. 
 

MODIFICATION: This proposal does not apply to game fish, and applies to angling or 
shellfish gear only -( not spearfishing, for instance). WAC language becomes: “In areas 
where a saltwater license is valid, each fisher aboard a vessel may continue to deploy 
angling gear or shellfish gear until the cumulative daily l imit of food fish and shellfish for 
all licensed and juvenile anglers aboard has been achieved.” 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as modified. 

 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as modified. 
 

#30 Treble Hook Use 

PROPOSAL 
This proposal would make it unlawful to use treble hooks in the waters of Puget Sound, 
(Marine Areas 5-13) except on forage fish jigger gear. 
 

EXPLANATION: WDFW has received numerous requests from the public to extend the 
current ban on treble hooks for salmon fishing in coastal marine waters to Puget Sound 
(Marine Areas 5-13).  This issue was discussed at the 1999 North of Falcon meetings. 
WDFW made a commitment to review the available literature on hooking mortality and 
include the proposal in this year’s regulation process for public review and comment.   
 
Barbless hooks are required in all marine waters and barbless treble hooks are 
frequently used in Puget Sound jig fisheries for salmon.  The primary concern 
expressed was the hooking mortality from treble hooks on small coho and chinook 
salmon in these jig fisheries.  WDFW was able to find 13 studies or reports published 
on hooking mortality conducted associated with treble hooks.  The studies addressed 
impacts to trout, juvenile steelhead, Atlantic salmon, coho, and chinook.  The overall 
results of these studies indicated that there is no significant difference in hooking 
mortality between treble and single hooks on “trout sized” fish or small salmon.   
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However, these studies were conducted with lures or bait and did not utilize fishing 
methods comparable to the salmon jig fisheries of Puget Sound.  We are not aware of 
any studies that address mortality or encounter rates from barbless treble hooks in jig 
fisheries for salmon.  
 
Even though this proposal is targeted at salmon, if it is adopted it should apply to all 
species in Puget Sound to simplify enforcement. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
An exemption should be made for fishing with treble hooks for any species if the angler 
is fishing either from shore or from a man made structure such as a pier or bridge.  
 
In favor of barbless treble hooks for Puget Sound salmon.  Studies show no increased 
hooking mortality from barbless trebles.  Single hooks with bait such as herring would 
be more damaging. 
 
Agree 
 
Oppose the ban on treble hooks.  There is no data to support the ban.  Should be 
allowed to use them until some valid scientific studies indicate otherwise. 
 
Opposed to proposal but it should apply to all species if adopted. 
 
Bad idea.  Fish are killed by large single hooks that penetrate through the eye and roof 
of the mouth or down into the gills.  Treble hooks are generally smaller and penetration 
is limited. 
 
In two places of the proposal text it states that there is no significant difference between 
treble and single hooks and that there are no studies for jig fisheries for salmon.  Then 
why ban treble hooks?  This proposal is not based on good science. 
 
OK 
 
We are against any proposal banning treble hooks in Puget Sound.  In the absence of 
scientific proof, regulations should remain as they are. (Pierce County Sportsmen’s Council) 
 
Support the proposal - in fact, would like the commission to go even further and make a 
statewide rule for single barbless hooks on all lures, flies, and bait set-ups in all waters. 
 When catch and release of wild fish is so important, all precautions should be put in 
effect to ease the release of fish. 
 
Making a commitment to draft a proposal before a literature review is complete is 
wrong. The majority of proposals in the minor cycle are adopted as proposed. The 
public will believe that this gear is destructive to salmon because it is what you imply in 
the proposal. I totally oppose adoption of this proposal.  I have fished for salmon since 
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the early 1950's.  For the past 15 years I have often used salmon jig gear.  Based on 
my experience, salmon jigs equipped with treble hooks do not cause a significantly 
higher rate of hook induced mortality than do other gears.  In fact I typically hook more 
small salmon trolling coho spoons equipped with barbless single hooks.  These inflict 
more mortality because they often hook through the eye or top of the head, causing 
fatal injuries. Single hooks do not work on jigs - they are a waste of time. Because 
treble hooks have been used to illegally snag salmon on rivers, people have the false 
impression that salmon jigs with treble hooks are used for snagging.  This is not true. 
The salmon I land hooked on jigs are almost always hooked in the mouth. Jigs give 
novice fishers a better chance of catching a fish. Studies should be done on jig fisheries 
before you attempt to change the rules. If you adopt this proposal with no biological or 
scientific justification, you should provide the public with a rationale. To be consistent 
you should also ban down riggers and only allow one hook on mooching gear. You 
could put out an advisory to attach treble hooks to lures or jigs with material such as 
monofilament line that can be easily cut to release the fish.  Remain focused on the 
real issues such as protecting critical habitat, reducing Canadian interceptions, and 
eliminating harmful net fisheries.’ 
 
I support the proposal and suggest that incidental snagging (and subsequent mortality) 
of small flatfish is further justification for outlawing treble hooks in marine waters.  
 
Treble hooks cause a lot of damage.  Hook releasers don’t work with treble hooks.  
Hook makers already have gear made up for next season with trebles.  Would 
recommend a “phase in “ period.   
 

RECOMMENDATION: Do not adopt.  Make this proposal part of a statewide look at 
consistency in gear rules during the major cycle next year. 
 

ACTION TAKEN: Not adopted. 
 

#31. Increased Daily Limit for Black Rockfish in Area 5 

PROPOSAL 
This proposal would allow anglers to retain up to three rockfish (only one of which may 
be other than a black rockfish) during salmon seasons in Marine Area 5 west of Slip 
Point.  At all other times, the daily limit for rockfish would remain one fish. 
 

EXPLANATION: Examinations of rockfish population data showed healthy but moderate 
populations of black rockfish in western Area 5.  The proposal limits the increased daily 
limit to periods when salmon fisheries are open because we have the capability of 
monitoring anglers during these time periods, giving us information on the effect of the 
change in daily limit. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
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I am pleased to note it appears a scientific approach is being taken on managing these 
marine fish species based on population dynamics and support the proposal. 
 
MODIFICATION: Increase the daily limit to three rockfish (only one of which may be other 
than a black rockfish) from May 1 - September 30 in Area 5 west of Slip Point. Catch 
monitoring will occur during this entire time period. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as modified. 
 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as modified. 
 

#32. Increased Daily Limit for Lingcod 

PROPOSAL 
This proposal would raise  the daily limit for lingcod from 1 to 2 in Marine Areas 1-4. 
 

EXPLANATION: The Pacific Fisheries Management Council (PFMC) has adopted this 
change for waters more than three miles offshore.  Stock assessments show sufficient 
fish for a small increase in harvest while the stocks are rebuilding.  WDFW normally 
files “companion” rules for adjacent state waters that mirror those adopted by the 
Council. 
 

TESTIMONY: 
Agree 
 
Disagree with any increase in the limits for ling cod at this time. Also very opposed to 
making this rule change contingent on another rule change.  What is the connection 
between stocks in marine Areas 1-4 to those three miles offshore? 
 
I applaud your proposal.  It will be difficult to limit on ling cod without overlimiting on 
other bottom fish. 
 
OK 
 
I am pleased to note it appears a scientific approach is being taken on managing these 
marine fish species based on population dynamics and support the proposal. 
  
Restrictions have been “draconian”. Stocks are rebuilding.  Agree with proposal. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt as proposed. 

 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted as proposed. 
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 Other Comments 
 
 
 
It is important to impose a “no kill” policy for wild steelhead statewide, but allow a catch 
and release season for wild fish and retention of hatchery steelhead.  Catch and 
release does not harm wild stocks. 
 
Anglers should be able to pursue their quarry on the Skagit, Sauk, Stillaguamish and 
Skykomish rivers, subject to catch and release regulations for wild fish. 
 
Closures to wild steelhead retention on the Skagit, Skykomish and Stillaguamish river 
systems will put a lot of pressure on the streams where wild steelhead may still be kept. 
 I have two proposals to limit this impact.  1) I urge the commission to put an 
emergency closure on wild steelhead retention on the rivers throughout the state that 
currently allow wild steelhead harvest.  2) I propose you ban fishing from a boat this 
winter season on all the Olympic Peninsula rivers. This is necessary to keep the fishing 
experience from being completely degraded. (Written and oral testimony) 
 
Disappointed with the Department’s response to the Fish and Wildlife Commission on 
the pros and cons of statewide release of steelhead.  The result was no 
recommendation to strengthen protection of wild steelhead in the 2001-2002 sport fish 
regulations proposal.  MSH is a failed policy wherever is has been used.  This is 
shown by the emergency closures of the popular catch and release fisheries on the 
Skagit, Stillaguamish and Snohomish systems after years of permitting harvest of wild 
steelhead up until the collapse of these runs.  We do not oppose harvest if it is 
regulated in the context of a conservative policy which puts wild fish escapement first.  
MSH is not conservative and only works if counts are precise.  MSH should be subject 
to a rigorous scientific review, including a thorough examination of the most 
authoritative catch and release mortality studies.  The 5-year old angler preference 
survey is out of date.  A new survey is badly needed.  It is a bitter and outrageous 
irony that the department continues to push MSH while closing catch and release 
fisheries.  This fishery has the smallest “take” of any fishery. More aggressive actions 
are required in habitat protection and improving stream passage.  The commission and 
department need to give serious consideration to trade offs during catch and release 
seasons. Mortality is only 2-5% and there are large benefits in terms of reduced 
poaching and higher public interest in the river and its fish. We urge that these 
questions be addressed and action taken within the next year, well in advance of the 
Commission’s review of the next major sport fish regulations cycle. 
 
Object to the closures of the catch and release fisheries for steelhead on the Skagit, 
Sauk, Stillaguamish and Skykomish Rivers.  Runs to these rivers are cyclical.  
Hooking mortality is only 2% for catch and release fisheries.  Will have a huge impact 
to local opportunity.  Will never get this opportunity back once it is lost. No public 
discussion of the change. 
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Concerned over steelhead river closure in North Puget sound. Concerned over Yakima 
River trout ‘s future since the introduction of salmon to the fishery.  A poll of river 
guides all agree this fishery is in decline. 
 
A number of the proposed changes reflect a concern over poaching.  Instead of 
punishing the general public by closing areas or seasons I would rather WDFW inflict 
severe fines for poaching.  I suggest $1,000 for obvious, deliberate poaching. 
 
Proposal: Open under “catch and release only” selective gear rules from March 1 to 
April 30, 2001 would be the following rivers: the Quillayute River System (Bogacheil, 
Calawah, Dickey, Sol Duc and Quillayute); and the Hoh, Queets Clearwater, upper 
Quinault and Humptulips rivers.  Rationale: because of the closure of the catch and 
release seasons in North Puget Sound rivers, anglers deserve this fishery. The 
proposed supplemental seasons would limit the expected impact on the resource yet 
promote maximum recreational opportunity. 
 
Speed limit change - Lake Jamison, Douglas County; from 8 mph to no wake zones.  
Speed is not adhered to in this lake. 
 
Would like to see WDFW go to a one hook rule for selective fisheries.  If pink salmon 
are plentiful increase the limit to 4 fish in area 4 and 5.  2 coho 2 pink. 
 
Request that you hold public hearings in Eastern WA as well as Western WA, since 
most of the proposals affect both sides of the state.  
 
I have been told that Trout Lodge enjoys some special privileges with the state for the 
use of their fish for plantings.  With the recent situation concerning the removal of blue 
heron nesting trees on their property, the department should take strong action, even to 
the point of restricting the use of their fish. 
 
Opening day of lowland lake season is always on Saturday. We should structure other 
openings this way to give working people a chance. 
 
Got the rule proposals the first week in November.  Meeting was December 8-9.  Not 
enough time to read them and respond.  Won’t be ready until the first of next year. 
 
The WDFW proposed changes are a step in the right direction.  To further improve the 
management of the recreational crab and shrimp fisheries, a significant effort should 
also be made to increase the monitoring and enforcement of the recreational fishery, 
particularly in areas of high recreational effort, such as central Puget Sound. 
(Muckleshoot Tribe) 
 


