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SNOQUALMIE WILDLIFE AREA 

2012 MANAGEMENT PLAN UDATE 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Land Management Summary 

This is an annual update to the 2006 

Snoqualmie Wildlife Area 

Management Plan, which can be 

found online at the following link.  

http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/wildlife_ar

eas/management_plans/.  The plan 

provides management direction for 

the Snoqualmie Wildlife Area 

Complex, which includes the six 

Snoqualmie units, approximately 

2,780 acres in King and Snohomish 

Counties.  The plan identifies needs 

and guides activities on the area 

based on the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) Mission of “Sound 

Stewardship of Fish and Wildlife” and its underlying statewide goals and objectives as they 

apply to local conditions. 

 

Plans are updated biennially as habitat and species conditions change, as new regulations and 

scientific knowledge develop, as public issues and concerns evolve, and as administration of 

wildlife areas change.  This management plan update also includes 2011 accomplishments, new 

issues, new land management strategies, performance measures for 2012, and ongoing projects.   

 

Updates/Changes 

Ebey Island Habitat Restoration Study 
(July 6, 2011) 
wdfw.wa.gov/lands/wildlife_areas/snoqualmie/rest
oration_study.php  
 

While restoration is technically feasible, the 

practical feasibility of restoring Chinook 

salmon habitat on WDFW holdings on Ebey 

Island is presently low.  Reasons for the low 

practical feasibility are as follows: 

 

 Limited support:  Numerous landowners and interest groups expressed a strong 

preference for preserving existing conditions and the agricultural potential of WDFW 
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land.  Diking District #1, maintains that it would oppose dike reconfiguration and 

changes to hydraulic control structure that are necessary to fully or partially restore tides 

to WDFW holdings because of the possibility of increased flood damage and reduced 

drainage on the remainder of the island; 

 High costs:  Both alternatives that were explored are vastly more expensive than the 

magnitude of restoration funds that are likely to be available in the foreseeable future. 

Full restoration construction costs alone associated with the Long Term Alternative 

would be in the range of $33-44 million.  The Short Term Alternative, which includes 

partial restoration measures to reduce risks to the surrounding properties, would have 

construction costs in the range of $16-25 million.  While the present feasibility of 

meeting the long-term goal of restoring Ebey Island is low, Ebey Island can contribute to 

the fulfillment other aspects of WDFW’s mission.  The National Coastal Wetlands 

Conservation grant that helped fund acquisition of the property identified short-term 

goals of enhancing and creating freshwater wetlands and implementing a moist soil 

management program involving agriculture that benefits waterfowl.  Managing the site 

for those goals in the near term may be much more feasible technically, economically 

and socially. 

 Ebey Island Unit 
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Ebey Island DOT Parking Access 

WDFW leases a parking lot just under Highway 2 on the east side of Ebey Island.  The lot is 

approximately 4,700 square feet.  Construction closed off access to the parking lot for most of 

the 2011-2012 hunting season because of water line repair completed by the City of Everett.  The 

parking lot should be open for the 2012-2013 hunting season.  

 

Ebey Island Grazing Lease 

The Ebey Island Unit is 1,237 acres in size and consists of approximately 417 acres of forested 

swamp, and 820 acres of grassland that was purchased in 2008.  The grassland portion is 

vegetated largely by reed canary grass and Baltic rush. The current agriculture use on Ebey 

Island is grazing.  A lifelong resident of the island grazes cattle on the east side of the property 

and will be grazing cattle on the 140 acres of the “west lobe”.  The new lease will expire in 2014. 

Grazing is used as a reed canary grass management tool. 

 

Snoqualmie Pheasant Release Program 

During the western Washington pheasant season WDFW released approximately 4,600 

pheasants on the Stillwater, Cherry Valley, Crescent Lake and Ebey Island Units.  Steel shot is 

required for hunting on these Units.  

 

Cherry Valley Unit Restoration 

A fish passage and aquatic habitat restoration project within the Cherry Valley unit are scheduled 

for construction in summer 2012.  These two projects together include the removal of 22 failed 

and collapsing culverts and dams that currently impede fish passage into and out of the streams 

on the unit, restoration of stream channels, connection of isolated ponds and riparian planting. 

The projects are designed to maintain the existing level of access to all portions of the unit for 

maintenance, hunting and dog training, although some of the crossings will be replaced with foot 

bridges.  To ensure public safety during construction activities, the wildlife unit is proposed for 

closure from June 15 through September 15, 2012. 

 

The two projects scheduled for construction in 2012 include a WDFW Habitat Program-

sponsored project that will correct 18 fish passage barriers within the unit and connect several 

isolated ponds to an existing stream to reduce fish stranding following flood events.  

Concurrently, Wild Fish Conservancy proposes to combine the conveyance of three ditches, 

Laterals B (Waterwheel Creek), C and D, by filling and replacing them with a larger, 

meandering, restored Waterwheel Creek stream channel.  This project will correct four of the 

existing fish passage barriers.  Both projects include additional habitat improvements including 

placement of large woody debris, removal of reed canary grass and planting riparian vegetation.  

 

The two projects will primarily benefit coho and Chinook salmon and resident trout by 

improving adult access into three tributary streams, reducing stranding in isolated ponds and 

ditches following flood events, and improving rearing conditions for juvenile fish.  Additionally, 

these projects will benefit waterfowl populations by enhancing existing wetlands and increasing 

food availability and cover for nesting birds.  The projects are expected to benefit the drainage 

district by improving water conveyance and reducing maintenance needs.  Benefits to 

recreational users of the Cherry Valley unit include enhancement of wildlife and improved 

pedestrian and mower access over the replaced crossings. 
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Conceptual Design for restoration of Waterwheel Creek on the Cherry Valley Unit 

 

Crescent Lake Agriculture Lease  

The purpose of this lease is to produce food and cover for wildlife with cereal grain 

enhancements on the 100 acres of the Crescent Lake Unit.  These enhancements will provide 

benefits to waterfowl, upland birds and recreational use on this site.  The north 9 acres on the 

unit are managed as a year around dog training site, and will help prevent dog training on more 

sensitive areas.  The area is managed primarily as a pheasant release site and waterfowl hunting 

site, but is also used for fishing, watchable wildlife, dog training, field trials, and other approved 

recreational activities.  

 

New Issues 

Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Signs Wildlife Area boundary signs and use regulation signs will be 

posted.  Maps will also be posted at the parking area kiosk.   

 

Pheasant Season Hunting Hours  

Reinstate Snoqualmie Wildlife Area hunting hours; 8 am to 4 pm on pheasant release sites 

(Stillwater, Cherry Valley, Crescent Lake and Ebey Island) during the western Washington 

pheasant season.  For the rest of the hunting season normal hunting hours, half hour before 

sunrise to half hour after sunset, apply. The Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Citizens Advisory Group 

and WDFW Enforcement staff requested the change to prevent hunters being in the fields while 

pheasants are being released, and pheasant/duck hunter conflicts before 8 am.    
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Stillwater Bird Survey  

These surveys examine species composition and trends of composition shift over time in 

comparison to major changes in vegetation structure and composition.  WDFW Wildlife 

Biologist Chris Anderson is using birds for comparison of riparian wildlife use on the Stillwater 

property in general.  Birds are easy to monitor and measure indirectly in this case. 

 

Anderson does not quantify number of individuals of a given species per point count, just species 

present overall.  He is not interested in estimates of population size, just trends in frequency of 

occurrence, how often do we observe a species in a given habitat regardless of how abundant it 

may be. The established riparian forest habitat at Stillwater supports the bulk of breeding avian 

species occurring at the unit.  This habitat contains the most diverse array of species, and 

therefore supports the highest biodiversity.   

 

Major Stewardship Accomplishments  

 

Stillwater Riparian Planting – Sound Salmon 

Solutions, formerly the Stilly-Snohomish Task Force and 

WDFW are in the last year of the King Conservation 

District grant to improve riparian habitat along the 

Snoqualmie River and its tributaries on the Stillwater 

Unit.  This multi-year planting project was designed to 

improve habitat conditions by replacing invasive plant 

species with woody native vegetation and developing 

riparian corridors along the streams within the Stillwater 

unit.  The next phase of the restoration plantings have 

been proposed along Harris Creek and unnamed tributaries.  These plantings are not currently 

funded but opportunities to acquire funding will be explored.   

 

    

Status Report of 2010-11 Performance Measures 

Key performance measures are identified each year to monitor progress and identify any issues 

that might interfere with planned priority activities.  This information will be used to delete, add 

or alter priority strategies for 2012. 

 

2011 Performance Measures Status of Performance Measure Explanation of Progress/ 2012-

13  Related Activity/ 

Comments 

Implement 1-4 projects that will 

remove fish passage barriers and 

improve wetland functions on the 

Stillwater Unit 

Complete  

Research opportunities to improve 

wetland functions with managed 

wetlands on the Cherry Valley unit 

and discuss with Citizen Advisory 

Group and District Team.  

Develop and implement a wetland 

enhancement project to restore 

In progress Waterwheel Creek Project and Fish 

Passage Project will start Summer, 

2012. 
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portions of Cherry Creek drainage 

(Cherry Valley Unit) with Wild Fish 

Conservancy 

Work with other department 

personnel to develop a detailed color 

map and brochure for the Wildlife 

Area 

 Not completed Information brochure has not been 

completed at this time due to current 

project workload 

Work closely with the Citizen 

Advisory Group, District Team and 

other stakeholders on unresolved 

issues to suggest workable 

management options for public use 

issues (access, sanitation, 

information needs, conflicting 

recreational uses, and additional 

recreational lands), dog use issues 

and wildlife viewing enhancements 

In progress  Working to develop 

hunting/viewing brochure. 

Complete proposal to improve trail 

surface and develop blinds that are 

ADA accessible on Spencer Island 

Unit.   

Currently unfunded.  A capital 

proposal has been submitted.   

Capital proposal submitted but not 

funded.   

Implement projects on Cherry 

Valley Unit that will remove fish 

passage barriers and entrapment 

areas with WDFW, Wild Fish 

Conservancy and Ducks Unlimited.  

 

 

Barrier removal project moving 

forward.  

Fish Passage Project will start 

Summer 2012. 

 

 
Identify potential riparian corridor 

and/or wetland projects on Stillwater 

Unit with WDFW Technical 

Applications staff (TAPPS), Ducks 

Unlimited, and King County’s 

Surface Water Management 

Division.  

 

Riparian planting projects along the 

main stem Snoqualmie River, Harris 

Creek, and unnamed tributaries.  

Funding was received from the King 

Conservation District for planting 

project.   

 

Wildlife Area staff submitted Duck 

Stamp proposals for agricultural 

enhancements for Stillwater.  

The King Conservation District 

approved the riparian planting 

project.  The second phase of 

planting along the Snoqualmie River 

was completed during February and 

March 2009.  

 

The Duck Stamp proposal for 

Stillwater was unfunded.   

Evaluate proposed habitat 

restoration projects on all units with 

District Team and Citizen Advisory 

Group 

Ongoing A riprap removal project is proposed 

for the Stillwater Unit. 

Develop a prioritized list by unit in 

which to conduct an inventory of 

wildlife area to determine species, 

use and needs 

Ongoing Bat survey on the Stillwater Unit 

and Oregon spotted frog survey on 

the Ebey Island Unit. 

Work with Citizen Advisory Group 

and District Team to maintain and 

improve fishing opportunities on 

appropriate units 

Ongoing Remove blackberry along Crescent 

Lake to increase bank fishing 

opportunity.  

Develop and evaluate a pheasant Ongoing  Private Lands Biologist Brandon 
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release program at other upland sites 

and/or on private property (if owners 

are willing) with Citizen Advisory 

Group, District Team and other 

interested stakeholders 

 Roozen is the contact. 

Develop and post boundaries of the 

on all Snoqualmie Wildlife Area 

Units.   

 

Will prioritize sign posting and 

boundary work.  Coordinate with 

survey crew on unknown boundary 

lines.   

Project currently unfunded.   

Mow and maintain meadow trails on 

Crescent Lake and Stillwater Units. 

Ongoing  

Develop a list of projects by unit that 

individual volunteers or groups 

could help complete 

Completed Work was completed with District 

team and CAG to identify some 

potential projects.   

Mow fields on Cherry Valley and 

Stillwater units 

Completed  

 

Discuss the potential to develop a 

haying lease on the site to improve 

habitat conditions.   

Coordinate with volunteers to spot 

mow to improve site between 

current mowing schedule 

Release 3,100 to 3,800 pheasants on 

Cherry Valley, Crescent Lake, 

Stillwater and Ebey Island Units. 

Completed  

Research and discuss options to 

provide recreational access to the 

nearby Honor Farm (coordinate with 

tribes, others  

 

The Qualco cooperative, which is 

operating the Honor Farm property, 

is not allowing public hunting on the 

property.  Further research of the 

documents of this agreement will be 

requested for our records.   

Will continue to determine property 

access restrictions on the Honor 

Farm.  Contact has been made but 

no documentation has been received.  

 

The management of the open field 

component of the wildlife areas is 

not adequately addressed in the plan.  

Many of these fields are not 

currently being managed for 

agriculture and are starting to be 

encroached by blackberry and other 

woody plants.   

 

Opportunities to acquire funding 

through the Duck Stamp process 

and/or farming with sharecrop or 

lease agreements will continue to be 

pursued.   

Development of riparian buffers 

along streams and interior drainage 

structures will be implemented when 

feasible.  Efforts to develop 

agricultural programs on Cherry 

Valley and Stillwater unit continue.  

Identify noxious and invasive weeds, 

species and distribution. 

Notified by King County weed 

board about tansy ragwort on the 

Stillwater Unit  

Continue to work with WDFW 

Weed Crew. 

Determine the risk level of weed 

species to develop control priorities. 

Ongoing  

Coordinate weed control efforts with 

other agencies. 

Ongoing  
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2011 Performance Measures Status of Performance Measure Explanation of Progress/ 2012 

Related Activity/ Comments 

Apply for grants to control weeds, 

plant native vegetation, and utilize 

the WDFW Weed Crew 

Ongoing  

Apply for grants and other funding 

opportunities consistent with 

planned priorities to supplement 

existing funding (Salmon Recovery 

Funding Board, North American 

Wetland Conservation Act, Duck 

Stamp, etc.).   

Ongoing  

Spencer Island – Sign development 

and dedication of the Willy O’Neil 

memorial is in the planning stages.       

 

As funding becomes available, the 

next step is to improve the trail 

surface to make it ADA accessible, 

to develop boardwalks and elevated 

hunting and viewing platforms 

similar to the ones on the Snohomish 

County Parks property. 

Capital budget requests have been 

submitted for 2009-2011 and grant 

funding opportunities will be 

submitted when available. 

 

2012-13 Performance Measures 

   Work with department personnel to develop a detailed map and brochure for the Wildlife  

  Area 

   Construct blinds that are ADA accessible on Spencer Island Unit   

   Implement projects on Cherry Valley Unit that will remove fish passage barriers and  

  entrapment areas with assistance from the WDFW Habitat Program and Wild Fish 

  Conservancy.  

   Expand the riparian corridor and/or wetland buffer on Stillwater Unit with Sound Salmon 

  Solutions, and King County’s Surface Water Management Division.  

   Mow and maintain meadow trails on Crescent Lake and Stillwater Units 

   Mow fields on Cherry Valley and Stillwater Unit 

   Release 3,100-3,800 pheasants on Cherry Valley, Crescent Lake, Stillwater and Ebey 

  Island Units 

   Identify noxious and invasive weeds, species and distribution 

   Coordinate weed control efforts with other agencies and WDFW staff  

   Plant barley on the Stillwater Unit  

   Invasive species vegetation removal around Crescent Lake  

   Build a door on west side of the Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Barn  

   Replace broken windows and paint the Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Barn 

   Update and fix all signs on the Wildlife Area 

   Implement the new Restoration Framework by applying the Stillwater project to the 

  Framework criteria 

   Remove all old barbwire fences on the Wildlife Area 
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New Strategies 

The wildlife area plan identifies strategies or activities that address the Agency’s goals and 

objectives, why the area was purchased, habitat conditions, species presence, and public issues 

and concerns.  The following updated strategies have been added in response to previously 

unaddressed or new issues or changes on the wildlife area.  New strategies may also be in 

response to adaptive management as staff evaluate the impacts of past management activities.  

 

Issues identified in italics were provided by the Citizens Advisory Group.  These public 

comments are captured at the end of this document.  Although underlined strategies have no 

current funding source, identifying these needs is the first step to securing additional funds. 

 

Agency Objective: Provide Sustainable Fish and Wildlife-related Recreational and 

Commercial Opportunities Compatible with Maintaining Healthy Fish and Wildlife 

Populations and Habitats. 
                             New Strategy - Develop Watchable Wildlife sites on the   Stillwater Unit. 

 

Agency Objective: Protect, Restore and Enhance Fish and Wildlife Populations and Their 

Habitats. Manage for species diversity. 

    New Strategy - Stillwater Bird Survey - These surveys examine species composition and 

trends of composition shift over time in comparison to major changes in vegetation structure and 

composition.  (See page 5 for more information.) 

 

 

Citizens Advisory Group Input  

The Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Citizen Advisory Group Meeting was held on December 15, 

2011.  Those in attendance include: 

 

Martha Jordan       Trumpeter Swan Society 

Virginia Clark          Pilchuck Audubon 

Jim Kline                  Washington Waterfowl Association Member 

Paul Gilmore            Dog Trainer   

Mark Ryder            Hunter 

Mark Thompson       Hunter 

 

Martha Jordan- 

The Snoqualmie Wildlife Area getting its’ own manager is a significant and vitally important 

step in getting the SWA back to where it was before it got complexed with Skagit WA.  The 

land, habitat, wildlife, fish and people are benefiting from this much needed shift in policy.  The 

workload, geographic separation, substantial differences in the needs of the land, habitat and 

demographics are only the beginning of valid reasons for the Snoqualmie WA to have its own 

manager. 

 

I looked over the updates to the SWA plan.  Just a few points: 

1. I am pleased that the Ebey restoration is not moving forward at this time.  I was deeply 

concerned after attending the public meeting on this topic.  The support for this project is 

substantially lacking outside of some in the agencies. 
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2. The brochure for hunting/viewing definitely needs to happen. 

3. While many items are listed for Crescent Lake, please note that the lake is a significant 

winter night roost for trumpeter swans using this area.  This needs mentioning 

somewhere in the report. 

 

Thank you for your time on this matter.  As I travel around the area I hear criticism of WDFW 

management of this WA.  The past neglect was definitely noted by users and groups.  Hopefully 

it is something that will fade in time.  I know that the competing interests pull in many 

directions.  It is going to take time to get the “to do” list a bit shorter.   

 

Jim Kline- 

As a Member of the Citizens Advisory Committee I am in favor of the Department’s decision to 

separate the Skagit WLA and the Snoqualmie WLA. I feel the public will be better served by this 

with the separate managers for each area.  These areas have not been receiving the attention and 

maintenance required for continued use by the public. 

 

Marilyn Dahlheim- 

I think it is a very good idea to split the Snoqualmie & Skagit wildlife areas under different 

management regimes.  There is just too much work for one person if the two areas are combined.  

In addition, I think you get better input from those serving on the CAG as they most likely are 

more familiar with one area over the other.  For example - I feel very comfortable talking about 

our area (Snoqualmie) versus Skagit.   

Thanks for all your work Kraig. 

 

Paul Gilmore- 

Most of what we discussed appears to be present in the plan.  I would like to see a mention of 

fencing removal on the properties.  Without any plans of having cattle on the property the steel 

barbed wire fencing which is decaying and in various states of disrepair poses different hazards 

to all who recreate on the properties.  Fences are difficult to cross and limit access.  Downed 

fences and barbed wire also will damage mowing equipment and poses an unseen safety risk 

when covered with grass and brush to anyone recreating on the units.  

 

Mark Thompson- 

It's great that the Snoqualmie wildlife area has its own wildlife manager again. The management 

plan has a good start. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to see the full plan? 

Go to -

http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/wildlife_areas/

management_plans/index.htm 

WDFW Contacts: 

Kraig Paulson 

Kraig.paulson@dfw.wa.gov 

Wildlife Area Manager (425) 327-4869 

Mill Creek Office (425) 775-1311 


