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Master hunters have the skills to assist WDFW with 

requests from landowners under a depredation permit 

issued by the department to hunt black bear causing 

damage to timber. 

Managing Damage to Small Industrial  

Forest Lands 

The nature of this program and authorization from the director makes 

this a high profile topic and often results in public disclosure requests.  



Program History  
• Originated within WDFW Enforcement to deal with 

timber damage 
• Not part of the Spring Bear Hunt program.  

 Small forest land owners property size may not 
qualify for the Spring Bear Hunt program   

• Over the years, Master Hunter participation has been 
minimal 

• Is currently an objective in the WDFW Game 
Management Plan 









• Bear Timber Damage season is from mid April to end of June 

Region 4 Region 5 Region 6 

Black Bear Total Permits Issued Total Bear Harvest Permits Harvest Permits Harvest Permits Harvest 

2015 100 92 8 4 30 34 62 54 

2014 107 95 8 15 39 27 60 53 

2013 144 117 11 9 87 62 46 46 

2012 123 134 6 9 73 70 44 55 

2011 168 183 25 27 74 83 69 73 

2010 152 176 29 34 43 84 60 58 

• Permits for Master Hunters are valid for 30 days.  
• Most of the harvest occurs during the first 15 days 

Harvest 2015 

18 Permits  2 Bears in first 15 days 36 

28 permits 1 Bear in first 15 days 28 

5 Permits  2 Bears in first 30 days 10 

15 Permits 1 Bear in first 30 days 15 

3 Permits 1 Bear in 45+ days 3 

68 Total Permits 92 



WDFW Depredation Permit 

• April – June Season 
 

• Licenses and tags are 

required for all hunters 
 

• Authorized for 2 bears   
 

• Must report activity to 

WDFW 
 

• Bears carcass and all 

parts must be disposed 

of as per the permit  



Requesting a Permit 

Verification of 
Damage 

• Forester 

• Conflict 
Specialist 

• Agency Staff 

Applications 
submitted to 
WDFW 

• GPS coordinates 
& certification 
letter 

Screened by 
WDFW 

• Agency unique # 
assigned 

• Tooth envelopes 
& tags assigned  

Permits  
emailed/ mailed  
to landowner 

Tags/Envelopes 
mailed out 

 



Cooperative Goals 

Verifying damage (foresters/ WDFW staff responsibility) 

  

All participants must work to: 

• Ensure hunters purchase necessary tags/licenses 

• Coordinate to obtain reports of bears taken  

• Ensure hunters turn in all unused tags and 

envelopes. 



WDFW values Master Hunters as a viable and quality option for 
small timber producers based on their ability to provide 

accuracy in removing specific offending bears.  
(Scalpel vs. Sword) 



 Consideration and credit for participation 
• May count toward hours of service  

• Coordinate and work cooperatively with 
Hunter Education Division   

 
 Consideration for retention of animal  

 
 Promotes the Master Hunter program 

 
 Questions? 



The End 

Ralf Schreiner 

WA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 

Wildlife Conflict Program 

ralf.schreiner@dfw.wa.gov 

360-902-2490  


